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TlLDfciN  FCUNDATlONa 

H  1937  I. 


TO     THE 

DUKE    of   BUCCLEUGH. 


T 


My   Lord, 
HE  firft  Idea  of  offering  my  Lusiad  to  fome  dif- 


tinguifhed  Perfonage,  infpired  the  eameft  wifti,  that  it 
might  be  accepted  by  the  illuflxious  Reprefentative  of  that 
Family,  under  which  my  Father,  for  many  years,  difcharged 
the  duties  of  a  Clergyman. 

Both  the  late  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  and  the  Earl  of 
Dalkeith,  diftinguifhed  Him  by  particular  marks  of  their 
favours  and  I  muft  have  forgotten  Him,  if  I  could  have 
wifhed  to  offer  the  firft  Dedication  of  my  literary  Labours  to 
any  other  than  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh. 


I  anty  with  the  greateji  refpeBk^ 
My  LORD, 

Tour  Grocers  moji  devoted 

And  mq/i  obedient  bumble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  JULIUS   MICKLR. 
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ERRATA. 

p.  XXXV.  I.  29.  for  left,  read  left. 

p.  149.  in  the  notes ^  fecond  column ^  I.  \y  for  where,  read  w^d, 

p.  156.  1.  9. /^r  fpear-ftafF,  r^tf^  fpear-ftaffs. 

p.  204.  fccond  column  of  notes ^  for  faces,  read  foes. 

p.  224.  1.  iJ^.for  dreams,  r^n^  fleams. 

p.  256.  1.  8.  for  clofen,  readdoven. 

And  in  p.  293.  firft  column  of  the  notes^  and  firfi  line^  in  place  of  ten  thoutand,  read  ten 
millions.  Some  other  errors,  mollly  of  pundluation  and  orthography,  will  be  obvious  to 
die  reader ;  who  will  perceive,  that  the  note  on  p.  279,  and  p.  vii.  of  the  Introdudtion, 
were  at  prefs  ere  the  peace  between  the  Ruflians  and  Turks,  and  ere  the  prefent  unhappy 
commotions  in  America. 

In  p.  xxxiv.  of  the  IntroduSion^  1.  i6,frjl  coltemn  of  the  notes,  after  thisjentence.  All  ft 

niiUke the  reader  is  defired  to  add  the  following  :  Nor  is  the  Author  of  Hijloire  Phi- 

l^ophique.  Sec.  lefs  unhappy.  Mifled  by  the  common  opinion  of  Columbus,  he  has  thus 
pompoufly  cloathed  it  in  the  drefs  of  imagination  -^  Un  homme  ohfcur,  fays  he,  plus  avanct 
autfonfiecUy  &c. — thus  literally,  an  obfcure  man,  more  advanced  than  his  age  in  the  know- 
ledge of  aftrononw  and  navigation,  propofed  to  Spain,  happy  in  her  internal  dominion,  to 
aggrandiie  herfelf  abroad.  Chriftopher  Cqlumbus  felt,  as  if  by  in(lin6t,  that  there  muil 
be  another  continent,  and  that  he  was  to  difcover  it.  The  Antipodes,  treated  by  reaibn 
itielf  as  a  chimera,  and  by  fupeHtition,  as  error  and  impietv,  were  in  the.  eyes  of  tnis  man 
cf  genius  an  inconteftible  truth.  Full  of  this  idea,  one  of  the  grandeil  which  could  enter 
the  human  mind,  he  propofed,  5cc.  The  minifters  of  this  Princcfs  (Ifabel  of  Spain) 

cfteemed  at  firft  as  a  vifionary,  a  man  who  pretended  to  difcover  a  world Thus  the 

Abbe  R  But  be  it  cur's  toreftore  his  due  honours  to  the  Prince  of  Portugal.  Henry,  &c. 

///  p.  clvii.  of  the  IntroduSiony  I.  ii.  after ^  a  HcAor  and  a  Priam,  the  reader  is  alfo 
deftrcd  to  add :  \{  Camoens  has  happily  avoided  the  exhauftcd  contraft  of  fierce  and  mild 
heroes,  he  has  neverthelefs  been  able  to  give  his  poem  more  manners  than  the  Eneid.  And 
if  his  fubjc^  obliged  him  to  have  lefs  adtion  than  the  Iliad,  it  has  allowed  him  to  difplay 
more  fmprtjjhncnt  and  fire,  more  of  the  real  adlion  of  the  condudl,  di veiled  of  the  epifodcs, 
Chan  the  OdyfiTey,  though  the  OdyfTey  be  efteemed  the  moft  perfe^  model  of  Epic  compofition. 
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T  O     T  H  E 
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IF  a  concatenation  of  events  centered'  In.  one  great  adtion^- 
events  which  g*ve  birth  to  the  prefeot^Cpmrai^ 
of  the  World,  if  tii^fe  be  of.  thp  nrft  impbrtialnce  in  -the'  cjj/il 
hiflory  of  -qjankindj  ,fhe  X^ufiad^  ^^  all  Qther  ^oem.s,.  challenges 
the    attention  of  tbe/Phi^6^0DjieI^^  t^c  ^lE^^  ari^'m^ 

Gentleman. 

In  contradifUnftion.  to  the  TliadVahd^^riei^  the  Paradifc 
Loft  has  been  called  the  Epic  Pcera  of  ReUgionp  In  the  fa^e 
manner  may.  the  Lufiadbe  named  the  Epic  Poem  ofCommercc/ 
The  happy  coEp pie tion  pf  the  rnqft  important  deijgns  of  Henry' 
Duke  of  Vifeo,*  Prince'of^Portug^l,  to  whom  Europe  owes  both 
Gama  and  Columbus,  both  the  Eaflernahd  the  Weftera  Worlds/ 
conftitutes  the  fubjedt  of  that  celebrated  Epic  Poem,  (known 
hitherto  in  England  almoft  only  bj  nam^)  which  is  now  offered 
to  the  EngliOi  Reader.  But  before  we  proceed  ta  the  hiftorical 
introdu(9ion*  neceflary  to  !,clucidatp  a  poem  fpup^ed  pn  fuch^  an 
important  period  Iqf^hiftoiy.fom^  i^'diiertp  the  opi-' 

hioii  of  tJiole  Theori/ts'in  pp^^ 

either  India  wais  ever  difcbvered,  and  who  aflert  that  the  in- 
creafe  of  Trade  is' only  the  parent  of  degeneracy,  and  the  nurfe 
of  every  vice. 

Much  indeed  may  be  urged  pri  this  fide  of  the  queftion,  but 
much  alfo  may  be  urged  againft,  every  inftitiition  relative. to  man. 
Imperfeftion,  if  riot  hecelTary  to  Humanity,  is  at  leaft  the  cer- 
tain attendant  on  every  thing  human.  Though  fome  part  of 
the  traffic  with  many  countries  refemble  Solomon's  impor- 
tation of  apes  and  peacocks  //though  the  fiiperfluities  of  life; , 
the   baubles   of  the   opulent,    and  even  the  luxuries    which 
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enervate  t!ic  ii'rcfolgtc  anS  adminiftcr  ctHeafe,  are  tfttroduced  by 
commerce ;  the  extent  of  the  benefits  which  attend  it  are  alfo 
tp  be  cpijfidered^  ere  ^tfee  nj^  of  jcool  reafon  will  venture  to 
pctboiffifllb  tbbt  niftnkiiu}  ard  iiijui^c^  ark  rendered  Icfs  virtuoul 
and  lefs  happy  by  the  increafe  of  Commerce. 

If  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  mankindj  where  Commerce  opens 
no  intercourfe  between  nation  and  nation  be  negleded^  unjuil 
conclufions  will  certainly  follow.  Where  the  ftate  of  bar- 
barians thd  of  cotfntries  under  the  di^rent  decrees  of  civiKza- 
tion-dFe  candidlf  weighed,  we  may  reafonamy  expedta.  juft 
deciiion.  As  evidently  as  the  appointment  of  Nature  gives 
pafture  to  the  herds,  as  evidently  is  man  bora  for  fociety«. 
As  every  other  animal  is  in  its  natural  ftate  when  in  the  fitua-* 
&n  which  its  inftinA  requires;  fb  man,  when  his  reafon  is 
cultivated!  is  then,  and  only  then,  ia  the  ftate  proper  to  his 
natjure.  "[  The  life  of  the  naked  favage,  who  feeds  on  acoras 
and  fleeps  like  a  beaft  in  his  den,  is  commonly  called  the  na^ 
tural  ft;ate  of  man>  but  if  there  be  any  propriety  in  this 
aflertion^  his  rational  faculties  coinpofe  no  part  of  nis  nature, 
and  were  g^veii  ripf  to  be  ufed.  If^the  ikvage  therefore  live  in 
a  ftatp  contrary  to  the  appointment  of  nature,  it  muft  follow 
that  he  is  npc  fo  happy  as  nature  intended  him  to  be.  And  a 
view  of  his  truie  charadier  w&t  toAfirm  this  concluiion.  The 
reverieS]^  the  fairy  dreamsiof  a  Roufleau,  may  figure  the  paradifial 
Cfe  of  a  Hottentot,  but  it  is  only  in  fuch  dreams  that  the  happinefs^ 
of  the  barbarian  exifts.  The  favage^  it  is  true,  is  reki(ftant  to  leave 
his  manner  of  life ;  but  unTefs  we  allow  that  he  is  a  proper  judge 
of  the  modes  of  living,  hie  attachment  to  his  own  by  no  pieans 
proves  that  he.  is  happier  than  he  might  otherwife  have  been. 
His  attachment  only  exemplifies  Ae  amazing  power  of  habit  in 
reconciling  the  human  breaft  to  the  moft  uncomfortable  fitua- 
tions.  If  the  intercourfe  of  mankind  in  fome  inftances  be  intro^ 
du£tive  of  vice,  the  want  of  it  as  certainly  excludes  the  exertion 
of  the  nobleft  virtues  ;  and  if  the  feeds  of  virtue  are  indeed  in  the 
heart,  they  often  lie  dormaAt,  and  unknown  even  to  the  favage 
pofleflbr.  The  moft  beautiful  defcription  of  a  tribe  of  favages, 
which  we  may  be  aflured  is  from  real  life,  occurs  in  thefe  words  ^ 
And  the  five  fpies  of  Dan  **  came  to  Laifti,  and  Jaw  the  people  that 
were  there ^  bow  tbes  dwelt  carelefs  after  the  manner  of  the  Zi^ 
donians^  quiet  andjecure^  and  there  was  no  magijirate  in  the  land 
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that  might  fat  them  to  Jhame  in  any  thing  •  •  .  •  And  the  ipies 
faid  to  their  brethren,  Arifi^  that  we  may  go  up  againji  them ; 
for  v)e  have  feen  the  land^  and  behold  it  is  very  good .  •  .  .  and 
they  came  unto  Lai(hi  unto  a  people  that  were  quiet  andfecure^  and 
they  fmote  them  with  the  edge  of  the  Jkvord^  and  burnt  the  city 
withfre ;  and  there  was  no  Deliverer,  becaufe  it  was  far  from 
Zidon,  and  they  had  no  bufinefs  with  any  ;wtf«— -^Howev^r  the 
happy  fimplicity  of  this  fociety  may  pleafe  the  man  of  iine  ima- 
gination, the  true  philofopher  will  view  the  men  of  Lraifh  with 
other  eyes.  However  virtuous  he  may  fuppofe  one  generation, 
the  children  of  the  next  were  fure  to  fink  into  every  vice  oiF 
brutality*  When  his  wants  are  eafily  fupplied,  the  manners  of 
the  favage  will  be  fimple,  and  often  humape^  for  the.kuqitti 
lieart  is  not  vicious  without  objedt?  of  temptation «  Bl).t  l^f^t 
will  foon  occur;  he  that  gathers  the  greateft  quantity lof  .fr(«t 
will  be  envied  by  the  lefs  induftrious.:  The  human  pafiloDS 
will  operate,  and  where  there  is  no  magiilrate  to  put  to  (hame 
in  any  thing,  depredation  will  foon  difplay  all  its  horrors. 
And  could  fuch  a  tribe  be  fecured  from  the  confequenpes  of 
their  own  unrei^ained  paflions,  could .  even  this  impofiibility 
be  furmounted,  ftill  are  they  a  wr€tched  prey  to  the  firft  in- 
vaders, and  becaufe  they  have  qo  bufinefs  witb^  any  man, 
.  they  will  find  no  deliverer.  While  human  nature  is  the  fame, 
the  fate  of  Laifh  will  always  be  the  fate  of  the  weak  and 
defencelefs;  and  thus  the  moft  amiable  defcription  of  favage 
life,  raifes  in  our  minds  the  ftrongeft  imagery  of  the  mifery 
and  impofiible  continuance  of  fuch  a  ftate.  But  if  the  view  of 
Lai(h  tnen  terminate  in  horror,  with  what  contemplation  (hall 
we  behold  the  wilds  of  Africa  and  America  ?  Immenfe  tra£ts 
peopled  by  a  few  tribes  fcattered  at  great  diflances,  who 
efteem  and  treat  each  other  as  beafts  of  the  chace.  Attachment 
to  their  own  tribe  conftitutes  their  higheft  idea  of  virtue  i  but 
this  virtue  includes  the  moft  brutal  depravity,  makes  them  con- 
fider  the  man  of  every  other  tribe  as  one  with  whom  nature  had 
placed  them  in  a  ftate  of  war,  and  had  commanded  to  deftroy^w 

*  This  ferocity  of  farage  maniien  afbrdt  creafty   the  ftronger  commit  depredatioiis 

a  philofbphical  accomtc  how  the  inoft  dUbnt  on  the  weaker ;  and  thas  from  generatien 

and  inhofpitable  dimet  were  firft  pe^M.  to  generation,  they  who  either  dread  jaft 

Wheti  a  Flomulnv  ereOa  a  monarchy  and  pvinhnient  or  nnraft  oppreffioot  fly  farther 


makes  war  on  his  neigUwaii,  fome  iwtii-       md  farther  in  learch  of  that  proceftion 
nilly  fly  to  the  wilds.    As  their  thndKei  in-       which  iicnlyio  bcfoand  in  dvlliacd  fodecy. 
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And  to  tHis  prineipk  thefr  ttilftdttifr  aftd\  idfeas  of  honour  fer<rc  as 
rituals  and  mimfters.  The  ancierit  "i^uehies  pradifed  by  the 
American  favages  on  their  prifonei^  of^  war  (knd  war  was  their 
chief  employment)  convey  every  idea  expreffed  by  the  word 
diabolical,  and  give  a  moft  (hocking  view  of  the  degradation 
of  human  nature.  But  what  peculiarly  completer  the  cha- 
ra:der  of  the  favage,  is  his  horrible  fuperftition.  -  lii  the  tnoft 
diftant  nations- the  favage  is  ini  this  the  fame.  The  terror 
of  evil  Ipirits  contirtually  haunts  him,  and  his  God  is  beheld  as 
•H  relentlefs  tyrant^  and  is  worifhipped  often  with  cruel  rites, 
always  with  a  heart  full  of  horror  and  fear-  In  all  the  numer- 
ous accounts  of  favage  worfhip,  one  trace  of  filial  dependance 
ife'Adt  to  be  found] -^  The  very  reverfe  of  that  happy  idei  is  the 
heU  of  the  ignorint  niind;  Nor  i^  this  ^rbarifrn  confined 
idoiie  to'thofe  ignorant  tribes^  whpm  we  call  favages.  The 
vulgar  of  every  country  poflfefs  it  in  certain  degrees,  propor- 
tionated to  their  opportunities  of.converfation  with  the  more 
enlightened.  Selfifhnefs,  cruel  and  often  cowardly  ferocity, 
together  with  the  mbft  Unhappy  fuperftition,  are  every  where 
*49)ie^' proportionate  ^attendants  t of  ignorance  {ind  feverc  want. 
And  ignordnce  and  want  are  only  removed  by  intercourfe  and 
fthe  offices  dJF  fociety.  So  felf-evident  ire  thefe  pofitions,  that 
*it  fequires  an  apology  for  infiftingupon  them;  but  the  apology 
^ifif  at  hand.  He  who  has  read  knows  how  many  eminent  wri- 
ters*, and  he  who  ha^  Conv^rfed  knows  how  many  refpeftablc 

«■■■...  .  ■      '      '       . 

r     *'  The  author  of  that  voluminous  work,  .  thefe  things  neceflarvy   and  they  are  pur* 

^  IRtftoirePbUo/opbiqui^ Politique  disEiabiiji'  '    chafed  by  the  painful  hibours  of  the  mul- 

mms  l^  du  Ccmmerti  dts  Emropeem  dans  Its  titade  who  are  the  bafis  of  fociety.     To 

,  deux  Index t  is  one  of  the  many  who  aifert  what  outracres  is  not  the  man  of  civil  life 

that  the  favage  is  happier  than  the^ci^  cj^fed?  if  he  has  property  it  is  in  danger  ; 

ifife.    Hb  re^ons  are  thus  abrid^d :   The  and  government  or  authority  is,  according 

favage  has  no  9are  or  fear  for  the  ^lU^y  h|a  ;    to  our  author,  the  greateft  of  all  evib.  ^  If 

huntmg  and  iifhing  give  him  a  certain  fub-  there  is  a'  famine  in  the  north  of  America, 

Aftence.     He  fleeps  found,  and  knows  liot  the  favage,  led  by  the  wind  and  the  fun, 

.  iJSie  difeafes  of  cities.   He  cannot  want  v^at  ;    can  go  to  a  better  clime;  but  in  the  horrors 

he  does  not  defire,  nor  defire  that  which  he  of  5unine,    war,    or  peftilence,    the  ports 

'  does  not  know,  and  vexation  or  grief  do  and  barriers  of  polifhed  fbtes  place  the  fub- 

not  enter  his  foul.    He  is  not  under  the  con-  jeds  in  a  prifon,  where,  they  mufl  perifh— 

.troul  of  a  fuperior  in  his  anions ;  in  a  word.  In  rejleroit  emcore — ^There  ilill  remains  an 

,  iays  our  author,  (he  favage;i>iily.fu&rs  the  -infimte  difference  between  the  lot  of  the 

evils  of  nature.  civiU;Qed  and  the  favage  ;  a  difference,  toute 

If  the  civilized^  he  adds,  enjoy  the  ele-  emiien^  all  entirely  to  die  difadvantage  of 

gandes  of  life,  have  betteiffogd,  an4  aie  .  fociety,  that  ijajajftice  which  re]|;ns  ia  the 

.more  comfortaUy  defeiKkd.  •  .^|;9ii|ft ; .  the  .inequality,  of  ii^tones  and  conditions.    ^*  la 

change  of  feafons,  it  is  ufe  which  miake^  fine,  fays  ho,  as  the  wifh  for  independence 
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names,  connedt  the  idea  of  innocence  and  happineis  with  the 
life  of  the  favage  and  the  unimproved  ruftic.  To  fix  the  cha- 
radter  of  the  favage  was  therefore  neccflary,  ere  we  examine  the 
affertion,  that  it  had  been  happy  for  both  the  old  and  the  new 
worlds  if  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  had  never  been  difcovered. 
The  bloodfhed  and  the  attendant  miferies  which  the  unparral- 


I 


is  one  of  the  firft  inftin£ls  of  man,  he  who 
cajl  join  to  the  poffeffion  of  this  primitire 
right,  the  moral  fecurity  of  a  fubfiftence, 
(which  we  were  juft  told  the  favage  could 
do)  is  incomparably  more  happy  than  the 
rich  man  furrounded  with  laws,  fuperiors, 

>rejadice»    and  fafhions,    which  endanger 

is  liberty." 

Such  are  the  fentiments  of  a  writer,  whofe 
hidorical  intelligence  has  acquired  him  a 
reputation  on  the  continent ;  and  as  he  is 
not  Angular  in  his  eftimate  of  favage  hap- 
pinefs,  his  abfurdities  merit  fome  obferva- 
tion.  And  nothing  can  be  more  evident, 
than  that  if  habit  deflroy  the  reli(h  of  the 
elegancies  of  life,  habit  alfo  will  deflroy 
the  pleafure  of  hunting  and  fifhing,  when 
thefe  are  the  fole  builnefs  of  the  favage. 
You  may  as  well  fay,  a  poflillion  jaded  with 
^tigue  and  fhivering  with  wet  and  cold,  is 
extremelv  happy  becaufe  gentlemen  ride  on 
horfeback  for  their  pleafure.  That  we  can- 
not want  what  we  do  not  defire,  nor  defire 
what  we  do  not  know,  are  jufl  pofitions ; 
but  does  it  follow,  that  foch  ftate  is  happier 
than  that  which  brings  the  wifhes  and  cares 
of  civil  life  ?  By  no  means :  For,  accord- 
ing to  this  argument,  infenfibility  and  hap- 
pincfs  proceed  in  the  fame  gradation,  and 
of  confequence  an  oyfter  •  is  the  happieft 
of  all  animals.  The  advantages  afcribed 
to  the  favage  over  the  civilized  in  the  time 
of  war  and  famine,  in  the  equality  of  rank, 
and  fecurity  of  liberty,  outrage  common 
fenfe,  and  are  fbiking  inflances  that  no  ab- 
furdities are  too  profs  for  the  reveries  of 
modern  philofephy.  This  author  quite 
forgets  what  dangers  the  favages  are  every 


where  expofed  to,  how  their  land),  if  of 
any  value,  are  fure  to  be  feized  b^  their 
more  powerful  neighbours,  and  millions  of 
their  perfons  enHaved  by  the  more  poliihed 
flates.  He  quite  forgets  the  infinite  difianct 
between  the  refources  of  the  focial  and  fa- 
vage life ;  between  the  comforts  adminidered 
by  fociety  to  infirmity  and  old  age,  and 
the  mlferable  fbte  of  the  favage  when  he 
can  no  longer  purfue  his  hunting  and  £fl>- 
ing.  He  alfo  quite  forgets  the  mfinite  dif- 
ference between  the  difcourfe  of  the  favage  * 
hut,  and  the  c^ena  deorum^  the  friendfhip 
and  converfation  of  refined  and  elevated 
underflandings.  But  to  philofophife  is  the 
contagion  which  infe£b  the  ejfrits  forts  of 
the  continent;  and  under  the  mania  of 
this  di/eafe,  there  is  no  wonder  that  com- 
mon fenfe  is  fo  often  crucified.  It  is  only 
the  reputation  of  thofe  who  fupport  fome 
opinions  that  will  vindicate  the  ufe  of  re- 
futing them.  We  may  therefore,  it  is  hoped, 
be  forgiven,  if,  en  bagatelle y  we  fmile  at 
the  triumph  of  our  author,  who  thus  fums 
up  his  arguments :  ^^  Apr}s  tout,  un  mot 
**  peut  terminer  ce  grand  proch^  After  all, 
^*  one  word  will  decide  this  grand  difpute, 
**  fifortement  dehattue  entre  let  pbilofopbes^ 
"  fo  flrongly  canvaffcd  among  philofophers : 
*•  Demand  of  the  man  of  civil  life,  if  he 
<*  is  happy  ?  Demand  of  the  favage,  if  he 
"  is  miferable  ?  If  both  anfwer,  No,  the 
**  difpute  is  determined."  By  no  means ; 
for  the  beail  that  is  contented  to  wallow  in 
the  mire,  is  by  this  argument  in  a  happier 
flate  than  the  man  who  has  one  wifh  to 
fatisfy,  however  reafbnably  he  may  hope  to 
do  it  by  his  induflry  and  virtue. 


•  And  our  author  in  reality  goes  is  far,  "  Temoin  cet  £fg^"j,— Witncis  that  Scotchman,  /ays  hc,Vho 
being  left  alone  on  the  iilc  of  Fernandez,  was  only  unhappy  while  his  memory  remained  ;  but  when  his 
natural  wants  (b  engroHed  him  that  he  forgot  his  coimtry,^  his  language,  his  name,  and  even  the  articu- 
lation of  words,  this  European,  at  the  end  of  four  year's,  found  himfelf  eaied  oif  the  burden  of  ibci^l 
life,  in  having  the  happinefs  to  lo(e  the  uie  of  reflection,  of  thefe  thoughts  which  led  him  hack  to  the  pa(\, 
or  taught  him  to  dread  the  future."  But  this  is  as  erroncus  in  faA,  as  fuch  happinefs  is  fali'c  in  phiiofophy. 
Alexander  'Selkirk  fell  into  no  fuch  flate  of  happy  idcotiun  ;  and  on  his  return  to  Enjrland,  the  remem- 
branct  of  his  fii^riogs  on  the  iile  of  FernandcZ|  aiSbrdcd  the  hint  of  Roblnfon  Crufbc. 

relied 
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lelled  rapine  and  cruelties  of  the  Spaniards  fpread  over  the  new 
worlds  indeed  diigrace  human  nature.  Tne  great  and  flou^ 
rifhing  empires  of  Mexico  and  Peni^  fteeped  in  the  blood 
of  forty  millions  of  their  fons,  prefent  a  melancholy  profped, 
which  muft  excite  the  indignation  of  every  good  heart.  Yet 
fuch  defolation  is  not  the  certain  confequence  of  difcovery. 
And  even  fhould  we  allow  that  the  depravity  of  human  nature 
is  fo  greatj  that  the  avarice  of  the  merchant  and  rapacity  of  the 
£bldier  will  overwhelm  with  mifery  every  new  diurovered 
country,  ftill  are  there  other,  more  comprehenfive  views,  to  be 
taken>  ere  we  decide  againft  the  intercourfe  introduced  by  na- 
vigation. When  we  weigh  the  happinefs  of  Europe  in  the  fcale 
of  political  philofophy,  we  are  not  to  confine  our  eye  to  the 
dreadful  ravages  ot  Attila  the  Hun,  or  of  Alaric  the  Goth.  If 
the  waters  of  a  ftagnated  lake  are  difturbed  by  the  fpade  when 
led  into  new  channels,  we  ought  not  to  inveigh  againfl  the 
alteration  becaufe  the  waters  are  fouled  at  the  nrft ;  we  are  to 
wait  to  fee  the  ftreamlets  refine  and  fpread  beauty  and  utility 
through  a  thoufand  vales  which  they  never  vifited  before.  Sucn 
were  the  conquefts  of  Alexander,  temporary  evils,  but  civiliza- 
tion and  happinefs  followed  in  the  bloody  trad.  And  though 
difgraced  with  every  barbarity,  happinefs  has  alfb  followed  the 
conquefts  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  other  hemifphere.  Though 
the  villainy  of  the  Jefuits  defeated  their  fchemes  of  civilization 
in  many  countries,  the  labours  of  that  fociety  have  been 
crowned  with  a  fuccefs  in  Paraguay  and  in  Canada,  which  does 
them  the  greatefl  honour.  The  cuftoms  and  cruelties  of  many 
American  tribes  ftill  difgrace  human  nature,  but  in  Paraguay  and 
Canada  the  natives  have  been  brought  to  relifh  the  bleffings 
of  fociety  and  the  arts  of  virtuous  and  civil  life.  If  Mexico  is 
notfo  populous  as  it  once  was,  neither  is  it  fo  barbarous^ ;  the 


^  The  innocent  fimpiidtvof  the  Americans 
in  diidr  conferences  with  the  Spaniards,  and 
the  horrid  cruelties  they  fofferedy  divert  our 
view  horn  their  complete  chara&er.  But  al- 
moft  every  thing  was  horrid  in  their  civil  cnf- 
ttmu  and  religions  rites.  In  fome  tribes, 
to  cohabit  wim  their  mothers,  fifters,  and 
daughters,  wai  efteemed-the  means  of  do- 
memc  peace. '  ''In  others,  catamites  were 
maintained  in  every  village ;  they  went 
from  houfe  to  houfe  as  they  pleafed,  and  it 
was  oalawfai  to  refufe  them  what  visuals 


they  chafed.  In  every  tribe,  the  cap* 
tives  taken  in  war  were  murdered  with  the 
moft  wanton  cmeltv,  and  afterwards  devoured 
bv  the  vi^rs.  Their  religious  rites  were, 
if  poffible,  ftill  mote  horrid.  The  abomina- 
tions of  ancient  Moloch  were  here  out- 
numbered;  children,  virgins,  (laves,  and 
captives,  bled  on  difovnt  altars,  to  appeafe 
their  various  gods.  If  there  was  a  fcarcity 
of  human  vi&ms,  the  priefts  announced 
that  the  gods  were  dying  of  thirft  for  human 
blood.    And  to  prevent  a  threatened  famine 

by 
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(hricks  of  tb#  humaii  vi^tn  do  not  now  refound  from  temple 
to  temple^  nor  does  die  human  heart,  held  up  reeking  to  the 
Sun,  imprecate  the  vengeance  of  heaten  on  the  guilty  empire. 
And  however  impolltically  defpotic  the  Spanifh  governments  may 
be^ftilldo  thefe  colonies  enjoy  the  opportunities  of  improvement, 
which  in  every  age  arife  from  the  knowledge  of  commerce  and 
of  letters,  opportunities  which  were  never  enjoyed  in  South 
America  under  the  reigns  of  Montezuma  and  Atabalipa.  But 
if  from  Spanifh  we  turn  our  eyes  to  Britifh  America,  what  a 
glorious  proipedt!  Here  once  on  the  wild  lawn,  perhaps  twice  in 
the  year,  a  tew  favage  hunters  kindled  their  evening  fire^  kindled 
it  more  to  proteiSt  them  from  evil  fpirits  and  beafts  of  prey^  than 
from  the  cold,  and  with  their  feet  pointed  to  it,flept  on  the  ground. 
Here  now  population  fpreads  her  thoufands,  and  fociety  appears 
in  all  its  bleffmgs  of  mutual  help^  and  the  mutual  lights  of  in- 
teUedfcual  improvement.  **  What  work  of  art,  or  power,  or 
*^  public  utility^  has  ever  equalled  the  glory  of  having  peopled 
**  a  continent,  without  guilt  or  bloodshed,  with  a  multitude  of 
*«  free  and  happy  common-wealths,  to  have  given  them  the 
*«  beft  arts  of  life  and  government !"  This,  indeed,  is  the 
greateft  glory  of  the  Britifh  crown,  **  a  greater  than  any  other 

by  fiipplying  the  altars,  the  kinp  of  Mexico  cemented  widi  lime.  In  (bme  of  thef<^ 
weie  obligM  to  make  war  on  the  neigh-  towers  Andrew  de  Tapia  one  day  counted 
bouring^tes.  The  prifoners  of  either  ude  136,000  ikulls.  During  the  war  with 
died  l^  the  hand  of  the  prieft.  But  the  Cortez  they  increafed  their  ufual  facrificet, 
Rtttiber  of  the  Mexican  facrificet  fo  greatly  till  prieft  and  people  were  tired  of  their 
exceeded  thofe  of  other  nations,  that  the  Uoooy  reli^on.  Frequent  embaffies  from 
Tlafodansywho  were  hunted  down  for  this  pur-  difierent  tnbes  complained  to  Cortez  that 
polbyfeadilyjoined  Cortes  with  about  2001000  they  wtre  weary  of  their  rites,  and  in- 
me&9  and  fired  by  the  moft  fixed  hatred,  treated  him  to  teach  them  his  law.  And 
enabled  him  to  make  one  mat  facrifice  of  though  the  Peruvians,  it  is  faid,  were  more 
the  Mexican  nation,  who  that  views  polifned,  and  did  not  facrifice  quite  fo  many 
Mexico,  fteeped  in  her  own  blood,  can  as  the  Mexicans,  yet  200  children  was  tiie 
refirain  the  emotion  which  whifpers  to  him,  ufual  hecatomb  for  the  health  of  the  Ynca* 
This  is  the  hand  of  heaven ! — By  the  num-  and  a  much  larger  one  of  all  ranks  honoured 
ber  of  thefe  (acred  butcheries,  one  would  hb  obfequies.  The  method  of  facrify£ng 
think  that  cruelty  was  the  greateft  anraiemenc  was  thus;  Sixpriefls  laid  die  vidim  on  an 
of  Mexica  At  the  dedication  of  the  tern-  altar^  which  was  narrow  at  top,  when  five 
pie  of  Vitzttliputzli,  A.  D.  i486,  64,080  bending  him  acrofs,  the  fixth  cut  up  his 
human  vidims  were  iacrificed  in  four  days.  fiomach  widi  a  (harp  flint,  and  while  he 
And,  according  to  the  beft  accounts,  the  held  up  the  heart  reekme  to  the  fun,  the 
annual  faorifices  of  Mexico  required  feveral  others  tumbled  the  carcale  down  a  flight  of 
chovfands.  The  ikulls  of  the  victims  iqme-  flairs  near  the  altar,  and  immediately  pro- 
times  were  hung  on  ftrinss  which  reached  ceeded  to  the  next  facriM.  See  Acofta, 
from  tree,  to  tree  around  their  temples,  and  Gomara,  Careri,  the  Letters  of  Cortez  to 
fiunedmet  were  built  up  in  towers  and  Charles  V.  Sec  &c. 
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**  nation  ever  acquired ;"  and  from  the  confequences  of  the 
geii^us  of  Henry,  Duke  of  Vifeo,  did  the  Britifh  American 
eiftpire  arife,  an  empire  which  moft  probably  will  one  day  be 
the  glory  6f  the  world. 

Stubborn  'indited  muft  be  the  Theorift,  who  will  deny  the  im- 
provement, virtue  and  happinefs,  which  in  the  refult,  the  voyage 
ofColunibus  has  fpread  over  the  Weftetn  World.  The  happinefs 
which  Europe  and  Afia  have  received  from  the  intercourle  with 
each  other,  Cahnbt  hitherto,  it  muft  be  own^d,  be  compared 
either  .with  the'  poffeflion  of  it,  or  the  foifrce  of  its  increafe 
eftjiblifhea  in  America.  Yet  let  the  man  of  the  moft  melan- 
choly vievv^s  eftiniate  all  the  wars  and  depredations  which  are 
charged  lipon  the  Portuguefe  and  other  European  nations,  ftill 
wfll  the'Eaftern  World  appear  confiderably  advantaged  by  the 
voyage  of  Gama:.  If  feas  of  blood  have  been  (hed  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe, nothing  new  was  introduced  into  India.  War  and  de- 
predation were  no  unheard  of  ftrangers  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges,  nor  could  the  nature  of  the  civil  eftablifliments  of  the 
eaftetn  nations  fecure  a  lafting  peace.  The  ambition  of  their 
native  princes  was  only  diverted  into  new  channels,  into  chan- 
nels, which  in  the  natural  courfe  of  human  affairs,  will  cer- 
tainly lead  to  permanent  governments,  eftablifhed  on  improved 
laws  and  juft  dominion.  Yet  even  ere  fuch  governments  arc 
formed,  is  Afia  no  lofer  by  the  arrival  of  Europeans.  The 
horrid  maflacres  and  unbounded  rapine  which,  according  to 
their  own  annals,  followed  the  victories  of  their  Afian  con- 
querors, were  never  equalled  by  the  worft  of  their  European 
vanquifliers.  Nor  is  the  eftablifhment  of  improved  govern- 
mients  in  the  Eaft  the  dream  of  theory.  The  fuperiority  of  the 
civil  and  Military  arts  of"  the  Britifli,  notwithftanding  tne  hate- 
ful charadter  of  fome  individuals,  is  at  this  day  beheld  in  India 
with  all  the^aftoni(hmerit  of  admiration,  and  all  the  defire  of 
imitation.  This,  lioWever  retarded  by  various  caufes,  muft  in 
time  have  a  moft  iAbortant  effeft,  muft  fulfil  the  prophecy  of 
Camoens,  and  transfer  to  tbcBritiiR  the  high  compliment  he 
pays  to  his  countrymen  ;  ^  ^^ 

Beneath  their  fway  majeftic,  wife  and  mild. 

Proud  of  her  vidor's  laws  thrice  happier  India  fmiled. 

In 
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In  former  ages,  and  within  thefe  few  years,  the  fertile  em- 
pire of  India  has  exhibited  ever^  fcene  of  human  mifery,  under 
die  undiftinguifhing  ravages  or  their  Mohammedan  and  native 
princes;  ravages  only  equalled  in  European  hiftory  by  thoic 
committed  under  AttUa,  fumamed  the  fcourge  of  God,  and  the 
deftroyer  of  nations.  The  ideas  of  patriotifm  and  of  honour  were 
ieldom  known  in  the  cabinets  of  the  eaftern  princes  till  die  arrival 
of  the  Europeans.  Every  fpecies  of  aflaffination  was  the  policy 
of  their  courts,  and  every  a£t  of  unreftrained  rapine  and  maf- 
facre  followed  the  path  of  vi^ry.  But  fome  of  the  Portu* 
guefe  governors,  and  many  of  the  Englifli  officers,  have  taught 
diem,  that  humanity  to  the  conquered  is  the  beft,  the  trueft 
policy.  The  brutal  ferocity  of  their  own  conquerors  is  now^ 
die  objeA  of  their  greateft  dread ;  and  the  fuperiority  of  the 
Britifh  in  war  has  convinced  their  *  princes,  that  an  alliance  with 
die  Britilh  is  the  fureft  guarantee  of  their  national  peace  and 
profperity.  While  the  Engliih  Eaft  India  Company  are  poflfef- 
fed  of  their  prefent  greatnefs,  it  is  in  their  power  to  difFufe  over 
the  Eaft  every  bleffing  which  flows  from  the  wifeft  and  moil 
humane  policy,  a  policy  till  of  late  unknown,  even  in  idea,  in 
Aiia.  Long  ere  the  Europeans  arrived,  a  failure  of  the  crop  of 
rice,  the  principal  food  or  India,  has  ^read  the  devaftations  of 
famine  over  the  populous  plains  of  Bengal.  And  never,  from 
the  feven  years  famine  of  ancient  Egypt  to  the  prefent  day,  was 
there  a  natural  fcarcity  in  any  country  which  did  not  enrich  the 
proprietors  of  the  granaries.  The  Mohammedan  princes  and 
Moori(h  traders  have  often  added  all  the  horrors  of  an  artificial 
to  a  [natural  famine.  But  however  fbme  Portuguese  or  other 
governors  may  ftand  accufed,  much  was  left  for  the  humanity 
of  the  more  exalted  policy  of  an  Albuquerque  (m-  a  Caftro.  And 
under  fuch  European  governors  as  thefe,  the  <liftfefles  (^  the- 
Eaft  have  often  been  alleviated  by  a  generofity  of  condudt,  and 
a  train  of  refources  formerly  unknown  in  Alia.  The  introduc- 
tion of  the  Britifli  laws  into  India,  of  laws  already  admired  as  the 
didates  of  heaven,  muft,  in  the  courfe  of  ages,  have  a  wide  and 
flupendoas  effedt.  The  ab}eA  fpirit  of  Afian  fubmifilon,  will 
be  taught  to  iee,  and  to  claim  thofe  rights  of  nature,  of  which 

*  Mahommed  All  Khan,  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  declared,  ^  I  met  die  Britifh  with 
^  that  freedom  cff  ojpemiefs  whidi  they  fove,  ftnd  I  efteem  tt  mj  honoor  ai  weU  as  ftouity 
^  10  be  the  ally  of  l«cb  a  oatiofi  of  priscei/' 

c  the 


x^  INT  R  Orn  Ur  QTrl  P  Ni 

form  an  idcat  FriM^  thiysi:  aft-naturallfr  a&  th^PQon  A)cc(e^$  thjei' 
dawn,  rouft  the  othi^r  blefflfigs.  ef  eivUiaii^th^n' ar^^ 
though  th^  four  |^eat  tfibe^  of,  {{^dift  ar^i  sjip^  wqQ^fiiyft 
to^the  ii^trodufiipn  of  other  mannerfii  9p4  of  oth^r  Utfratuffoi 
than  their  Qwn»  bappijiy  th^re  is  Qpe  d^pifed  triJ^^A' wh(>  ftfft* 
nQ^bQu^diby  tfeeirfuperfti*!^  ta  r^|«^iw««iHitatftgeftiwHiqhi 
flow  froW'  VI  iijter^ciiwnunijy  witjt  ci^Ul^ed.  ftjEWIg*P«f4  Noft 
may  the  politic*!  phil^jfoBh^  h^i  deerowJ  IW*;  ^th»fiaft;jrvirh» 
would  boldly  prophefyi»  wat;  unlefe  the  Bfiti^  firjs  drtVftn  ffoift 
India,  that  tribe,  the  def|>ifed  Hfillachorc^,  intp  which  the  re-t^ 
fufe  of  the  reft  ape  pow  excommuni^t^,  yrill  i^  th$^  CQu^fe  o£ 
a.f^ew  centuricis,  fVom  ^  pi4v9nf«g^f  fensiiiVfid  fiiromi  inter^om*^ 
lounity,  baar  fuch  a^fopfsriority-qviBr  lhe<)*here,  thf4  theiotherd 
wiU  be  induced  to  br^ak  thi^  Oi9fiklfi$j  c^t  th^ir  abfw4  iiifurftin 
toons,  (which  almoft  i/ji  eycify  inilaace  t  ^^  QQnirtry  tQ.  t]ie:feoW 
ings  and  wiflies  of  nature)  and  will  be  led  t<i  partake  of  thofQ 
advantages  which  arife  from  the  free  fcop^  and  due  «ultivationi 
of  the  FaitioBtl  pewera.  Nor  can  the  obiUntcy  ev«n  of  tho 
conceited  Cbinefc  always  ref^  the  d«fi»e  Qj^tieiit^ting  tbo  Eu-^ 
Topeans,  a  pepple  whQ  in  avta  and  in  «ri|ia:are  fo  greatly  fu^ 
perioF  to  themfelves.  The  ufe  of  th«  t;weiity<rf2%ur  letters,,  byt 
whi(;h  we  can  e^rprefs  every  language,  appeared  at  lirft  as  mi-: 
raculQus  to  the  Chinefe.  Prejudice  cannot  always  deprive 
tbit  people,  wbp  ^re.not  deficient  in  felfiih  cunning,  w  tber 
ea^:  and  expedition  of  an  alphabet  s  and  it  is  eafy  to  forefee», 
th^ts  'm  the  courfe  of  fl  f«w  centuries,  fomie  alphabet  will 
cexilwply  t^  ^l»Q«  ^f:  th$i  6p,ooq  arbittfiry.  mark?,^  \yhich  now 
reitder  t^  cultivation  of  the  Chinefe  literature  not  only  a  la^* 
hour  of  the  uttmoft  difficulty,  but  even  inipoflible  to  attaints 
beyond  a  very  ligiitei^  degre?^  And  frpro  the  introdui^ioa 
of  an  alpbab^t^. wbfttiim^ftveinfnts  miy  not  be  expe^ed  fronai 
the  lab^FiQUs;  ind^iitfy  of  the  Chinefe!  Though  moft  obfti-f. 
nately  attjE^ched  to.  theif.olid  cuftoms,  yet  there  is  a  tide  iw 
the  manners  of  nations  which  is  fudden  aad  rapid,  and  which: 
aAs  with  a  kiftd  of  inftiniiive  fuiy  againft  ancient  prejudice 
and  abfusdity«    It  was  thfit  n^ation  of  merchants^  the  Phoenix 

}  Every  ttiga  mnft  follow  hif  &tha^$  tn^,  an4  m«|(  many  a  daygKter^  tbe  fiuae  oc^ 
copadoD.    Innomerable  are  tbeir  other  barbaroot  nitfaifOm^gf  gpimvki^i^^^ 

cians^ 
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jCMnSf  PrhiCh  diffuied  tlK  ufe  of  letters  .i&rougli  th^  ancient, 
fmd . Conimejrce  mil  undoubtedly. iiiffufe  ithe  Tame  bleffidgs 
through  the  modern  world. 

.  To  thijs  view  of  the  politkal  happinds,  iwhtefa  is  iiire  to'  be 
fatroduced  in  proportion  to  civilization,^  Ut  tAve  Divinie  add 
]i¥hat  may  be  reafbnably  .expeded  from  fuch  c^portttaity  of  the 
increafe  of  Relig^.  Aiafbory  of  merchants,  indeed,  :ha8iel-- 
4oix^  been  found  to :  i>e  jthe  ichooL  ^f ;  piety ;  '-yffy:*  ^hitn  the  n* 
^r^l  iUiafmers  ofjal  petk^le ohecom^  .a]9iinHatBdrtO';tli€&  m  a 
more  rational  worihip,  fomething/mocioithafi:tivcr!W)as  ^iron^usnd 
by  <m  infant  miffimiJor.&erheigfabDuchoDd  lof  ahin&httceloiny, 
ofyy  then  be  reafonably  ^xpedcd,  and 'even  foretold. 

In  eftimating  tlic  ;political  happineis  of  apeoplc,  nothing  is 
bf  iifreat^r  iimix)rtdnoer  than  their  capacity  toit  ^nid  tendency  tc^ 
iatproy^mtot. .  ^  Asf  aidead  lake  .wHl  continue  in  the  sfiune  ftate 
iot  ages /and  agtf%  ^fo  wouMfthe  bsgof!ty!atKij|upcifftc^ 
S^  cooUnue  die  iame.  But  if  .tl»^4akb  is  beguni to-iie  opened 
'into  a  thdvffand  mulcts,  who  knows  ouer  wiiat  unimnibcred 
fyild9,  baA-eYi  before,  they  may.difFuie  the  bkffingsaof  fertility^ 
«ad  turn  ti  dreoey :  wflderiiiEi&  into  la  iaadi  of .  ibciciDy  and  joy. 
. :  In  (i<)ixiraft  to rtitis^iktithe  Golden  Coaft  and  oUsor  immeiiiib 
j:c^k>i»8//of  ^Afkka  beifontemplated : 

Afrtc  beh<4d:;  alas,  what  altered  view  !        . 
Met  lands  uncultured,  andlher  hns  untrae; 
.:..  ^Uo^^raced  with ;all{ that  ^eetens human 4ife^    : 
: )  ^  iSay^^  and;  fierce  &ey  .roamr .in  4>vdtal  ilrife ; '        ,^  -^  ^ .  ' 
.       r£^ger  tbey  gfiafp  the  gifts  which  Jcudtui^  yid^      ' 
:       Y«t';afarkcdiroam  Aieirowninq;le<^ 
.      Unnumbered  tribes  as  beftial  gltteers  ftray, 
^    By,kws  ufifornx'd,  unfbrm'd  bydReafbn's  Iway/ 
.I;:  r  Ftofc  inward  ftretchtiu  mournfbrfteril^les, 
I      ,Wh6«e ohthe pafch'd diiljUfidopale famine  w^ilsv      ^ 

•         ■  :.  .    i    ,  '  ■  :"f  -LUSI-AII   X. 

.  'Let  us  view  what  nrillions  of  thefe  unhappy  iavage^afe  drag- 
^  from  their  native  fields,  and  cut  off  .for  evttr  from  aU  the 
^s  and  jallttl^  rights •  to  ^iikhihumfln<birth4»tftitled' thorn. 
'ijiiQd  whovraoldlhefitatetogpronocuicethat  Niqgr&  idbfe-gi«attffl: 
^i'ptttri^ts^  who^.  byL  teiK^ing  /his  countryaea  the  4att&  tff 
M  c  2      •  focicty 
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fociety^y  ihould  teach  them  to  defend  themfelves  in  the  pof- 
kfficai  of  their  fidds^  their  families^  and  their  own^  pedonal 
liberties  ?^ 

-'  '■  -fiTidbot  however  at  it  is»  that  the  voyages  of  Gama  and  Co- 
lumbus have  akeady  carried  a  fuperior  degree  of  happinefs,  and 
the  proaiife  of  infinitely  more^  to  the  Eaftem  and  Weftem 
-worlds  ',  yet  the  advantages  derived  from  the  difcovery  of  thefe 
r^ofis  to  Eufope  may  perhaps  be  denied.  But  let  us  view 
ivhat  Europe  WM^  ere  the  genius  of  Don  Henry  gave  birth  to 
the  fpirit  cf  modem  difcovery. 

Several  ages  before  this  period  the  feudal  fyftem  had  degtne* 
rated  into  me  moil  abfolute  tjrranny.    The  barons  exercifed  the 
moft  defpotic  authority  oyer  their  vaflals,  and  every  fcheme  of 
public  utility  was  rendered   impradicable  bv  their  continual 
petty  wars  with  each  others  and  to  which  ttiey  led  their  de- 
•pendends  as  dogs  to  the  chace.    Unable  to  read,  or  to  write  his 
own  name,  the  Chieftain  was  entirely  pofiefled  by  the  moil  ro^ 
mantic  opinion  of  military  glory,  and  the  fong  of  his  domeftic 
minftrel  conftituted  his  nigheft  idea  of  fame.     The  ClafHcs 
flept  on  the  fhelves  of  the  monaftries,  their  dark,  but  hap(^ 
afylum,  while  the  life  of  the  monks  refembled  that  of  the  fat- 
tened beeves  which  loaded  their  tables.    Real  abilities  were  in- 
deed poiTeiTed  by  a  Duns  Scotus  and  a  few  others ;  but  thefe 
were  loft  in  th<f  moft  trifling  fubtleties  of  a  fopbiftry,  which 
they  dignified  with  the  name  of  cafuiftical  Divimty.    Whether 
Adam  and  Eve  were  created  with  navels,  and  how  ma»y  thou- 
fand  angels  might  at  the  fame  inftant  dance  upon  the  point  of 
the  fineft  needle  without  one  joftling  another,  were  two  of  the 
ffpveral  topics  of  like  importance  which  excited  the  acumen 
and  engaged  the  controverfies  of  the  Learned.    While  every 
branch  of  philofbphical,  of  rational  inveftigation,  was  thus  un- 
purfued  and  unknown.  Commerce,  incompatible  in  itfelf  with 
the  feodal  fyftem^    was  equally  negleded  and  unimproved. 
Where  the  mind  is  enlarged  and  enlightened  by  Learning,  plans 
of  Comrherce  will  rife  into  a^on,  and  which,  in  return,  will» 
ftom  every  part  of  the  earth,  bring  new  acquirements  to  phi- 
lofophy  and  icience.     The  birth  of  Learning  and  Commerce 
may  be  different,  but  their  growth  is  mutual  and  dependent 
upon  eadi  other.     They  not  only  afiift  each  other,  but  the 
£3tme  enlargement  of  mind  which  is  neceflaiy  for  perfedioR 
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in  the  one,  is  alfo  neceffary  for  perfeflion  in  the  other;  and 
the  fanxe  caufes  impede^  and  are  alike  deftru£tiv«  of:bottt« 
The  Intercourse  of  mankind  is  the  parent  of  both^  .  iA«- 
cording  to  the  confinement  or  extent  of  Intercourfei  barbftvi^ 
or  civilization  proportionably  prevail.  In  the  darlC' Moflkkim 
'ages,  the  Intercourfe  of  the  learned  was^^ a0:^iiKich  impedodiaad 
confined  as  that  of  the  merchant.  A  iibw  unwiiotldy  ^d$}ls 
coafted  the  fhores  of  Europe,  and  mendicant  fiiarSi  and  ighoraiit 
pilgrims  carried  a  miferaole  account  of  what  was  ;fpaffii)g.  ia 
the  vrorH  from  mont^ry  to  mofiaftery.  What  Do^iorliad'laft 
difputed  on  the  peripatetic  phildfophy  atiMneuniv^ty,  juid 
what  new  hereff  had  laft  appeared,  comprifed  the  whole  of 
their  literary  intelligence ;  and  which  was  delivered  with  Ut^e 
accuracy,  and  received  with  as  little  attention.  While  this  thick 
cloud  of  mental  darknefs  overfpread  the  weftern  worlds  ;9rM 
Don  Henry  prince  of  Portugal  born,  born  to  fet  oiankind  fcee 
from  the  feodal  fyftem,  and  to  give  to  the  whole  world  every 
advantage,  every  light  that  may  poilibly  be  diiFufed  by  the  Inter-* 
courfe  of  unlimited  commerce: 


*——•  For  then  ffom  ancient  gloom  emcrg-d 

The  rifing  yrorld  of  Trade :  the  Genius,  then,    ^ 

Of  Navigation,  that  in  hopclefs  floth 

Had  flumber'd  on  the  vaft  Atlantic  deiep 

For  idle  ages,  Aarting  heard  at  laft^ 

The  Lufitanian  Prince,  who,  heav6n-in(jpir*d. 

To  love  of  ufeful  glory  rous'd  marikihd,  ■» 

And  in  unbounded  Conunerce  inixt'thc  world.  '      TfiOM. 

■  *    '     ,'*■*■■.%       , .  ■. 

In  contraft  to  the  melancholy  view  of  humaa: nature,  .funk 
in  barbarifm  and  benighted  with  ignorance,  let  the  present;  ^te 
of  Europe  be  impartially  eftimated.  'Yet  though  the  great  in«^ 
creafe  cf  opulence  and  learning  cannot  be  denied^  there  .are 
fome  who  affert,  that  virtue  and  happinefs  have  ^  greatly  de-^ 
clined.  And  the  immenfe  overflow  of  richra^  from  the  Baft  ia 
particular,  has  been  pronounced  big  with  deftru^Qn  to  th^  Bri-^ 
ti(h  empire.  Every  thing  human,  it  is  true,  ha3  its^  dark  as  well 
as  its  bright  fide;  but  let  thefe  popular  complaints  be  examinedt. 
and  it  will  be  found,  that  modern  Europe,  and*  the  Britiih  jcm-^ 
pire  in  a  very  particular  manner,  have  received  the  greateft.  and 
mctft  folid  advantages  from  the  modern  enlarged  fyftem  q£  Com*- 
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tnerce.  The  imgic  of  the  old  romances,  which  coold  inake 
4^e  moft  withered,  deformed  hag,  appear  as  the  moil  beautiful 
-^^n,  is  every  day  verified  in  popular  declamation.  Ancient 
Xiays  are  there  painted  in  the  moft  amiable  iimplicity,  and  the 
4M>dern  in  the  moft  odious  colours.  Yet  what  man  of  fortune 
in  England  lives  in  that  ftupendous  grofs  luxury, which  every  day 
Mras  exhibited  in  the  Gothic  caftles  of  the  old  Chieftains  !  Four 
<>r  five  hundred  knights  and  fquires  in  the  domeftic  retinue  of  a 
Warlike  earl  was  not  uncommon,  nor  was  the  pomp  of  embroi- 
dery inferior  to  the  profiife  wafte  of  their  tables;  in  both  in^ 
iftanoes  unequalled  by  all  the  mad  exceftes  of  the  prefent  age. 

While  the  Baron  thus  lived  in  all  the  wild  glare  of  Gothic 
luxury,  agriculture  was  almoft  totally  neglefted,  and  his  meaner 
Vdfials  fared  harder,  infinitely  lefs  comfortably,  than  the  meaneft 
iftidufbrious  labourers  of  England  do  now.  Where  the  lands  are 
Ubcuhivated,  the  jpelafants,  ill^cloathed,  ill-lodged,  and  poorly 
fed,  palfs  their  miierable  days  in  floth  and  fildi,  totally  ignorant 
of  every  advantage,  of  every  comfort  which  nature  lays  at  their 
feet.  He  who  paffes  from  the  trading  towns  «nd  cultured  fields 
of  England,  to  thofe  remote  villages  of  Scotland,  or  . Ireland, 
which  claim  this  defcriptipn,  is  aftoniftied  at  the  comparative 
wretched neis  of  their  deftitute  inhabitants  j  but  few  confider, 
that  thefe  villages  only  exhibit  a  view  of  what  Europe  was,  ere 
the  fpirit  of  Commerce  dififufed  the  bleffings  which  naturally 
flow  trom  her  improvements.  In. the  Hebrides  the  failure  of  a 
harveft  almoft  depopulates  an  ifland.  Having  little  or  no  traffic 
to.purchafe  grain,  numbers  oif  the  youQg  and  hale  betake  them- 
felves  to  the  continent  in  queft  of  employment  and  food,  leaving 
a?  few,  lefs  adventurous,  behind,  to  beget  a  new  race,  the  heirs 
<)if  the  fame  fortune.  Yet,  from^'the  fame  caufe,  from  the  want 
of  traffic,  the  kingdom  of  Englfln^has  often  felt  more  dread- 
ftfl  eife£):s  than  thefe.  Even  in  the  days  when  her  Henries  and 
E#p«rard8  plumed  themfelves  with  the  trophies  of  France,  'how 
c^ften  has  Famine  fpreadall  her  'hon^ors^ever  city  and  vifiige^? 
Olir  modern  hiftories  ntgleft  this  charaaeriftical  feature  of  ain-j 
c^t  days;  but  the  rude  chrohicles  df  thefe  agc«  inform  us, 
that  three  or  four  times,  in  almoft  every  reign  of  continuance, 
was  England  thus  vifited.  The  failure  of  the  crop  was  then 
rijverdy  felt,  and  two  bad  harvefts  together  were  almoft  iiifiip-^ 
portable.    But .  Commerce  has  iiow  opened  iaindther ^ceiie,  •  bias 

armed 


IN  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N.  x^ 

arnje4  poveriiment  with  the  happicft  power  that  can  becxcrtcd^ 
by  the  rulers  of  a  nation  i  the  power  to  prevent  every  extremi«» 
ty*  which  may  pofliDly  arife  from  bad  harvefts;  extremities,, 
which,  in  farmer  ages,  were  efteemed  more  dreaciful  vifitations 
of  the  wrath  of  heaven^  than  the  peftilence  itfelf.  Yet  mo- 
dern Lqndon  is  not  fo  certainly  defended  againft  the  latter,  itfr 
antient  vifitor  in  almoft  every  reign,  than  the  Comnion wealth  by^ 
the  nieans  qf  Commerce,  u^der  ajvift  and  humane  government,, 
is  feci^red  ag^inJd  the  ravages  of  the  former.  If,  from  thefe  great 
outlines  of  the  happinefs  enjoyed  by  a  comnxercial  over  an  unr 
commercial  nation,  we  turn  our  eyes  tp  the  manners,  the  ad- 
vantages will  be  found  no  lefs  in  favour  of  the  civilized. 

Whopver   is  inclined   to   declaim  on  the  vices  of  thp  pre- 
fent  age,   l^t  him  read,    and  be  convinced,    that   the   Gothic 
on?s  were  lefs  virtuous.     If  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  prevented  efr. 
feminacy-j.  it  was  the  fofter-father  of  a  ferocity  of  manners,, 
now  happily  unknown.     Rapacity,  avarice,  and  eifeminacy  ar^ 
the  vices  afcribed  to  the  increafe  of  Commerce  i  and  in  £bm& 
degree,  it  muft  be  confefled,  they  follow  her  fteps.     Yet  infi-. 
nitely  more  dreadful,  as  every  palatinate  in  Eurppe  often  felt,, 
^ere  the  effects,  of  the  two  firu  under  the  feodal  Lords,  thaa 
ppfHbly  can  be  experience^  under  any  fyflem  of  trade^     The 
virtues  and  vices  oJt  human  nature  are  the  fame  in  every  agei 
they  only  receive  different  modifications^  an4  are  dorpiant  or 
awaked  into  ^dion  under  different  circumil^ce$.     The  feodaL 
Cord,  had  it  infinitely  mor^  in  his  powder  tq^be  rapacious  thaa, 
th^  mietchant.     And,  wha(fiver  avarice  may  at;tend  the  trader^ 
his  int^rcourfe  with  the  reft  of  mankind  lifts  him.  greatly  above 
that'  brutifh  ferocity  which  aduates  the  favage,    often  the. 
ruftic,  and  in  general  cJ3,9xaifteriifis  the  ignorant  part  of  9>aQ» 
kind.    The  abolition  of  the  feodal  fyflen^,*  a  ^yi]ten}  of  abfolptd; 
flavery,  and  that  equality  of  mankind,  which  affords  the  pror 
ted^on  of  property,  and  every  other  incitement  to  indufby,  are- 
the  glorious  gifts  which  the  fpirit  of  Cpavo^erce^.  ^ake4  by 
prince  Henry  of  Portugal^  has  beflowed  upon  Europe  in  gene«- 
ral ;  and,  as  if  dire<fted  by  the  manes  of  his  mother,  a  daughter; 
of  England^,  upon  the  Britiib  empire  in  particular.     In  the  vici^, 

*  Extremity ;  fer  it  were  both  highly  imjtift  and  impolidc  in  government,  to  allow  ip« 
portatiMi  ill  fiich  a  degree  ai  might  be  dtftruftivc  of  domeftic  agn^tOre,  when  thttt  u  a 
ical  §il«it  of  A^  harvcfr. 
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of  tfFeminacy  alone,  perhaps,  do  we  exceed  our  anceftors ;  yet 
even  here  we  have  infinitely  the  advantage  over  them.  The 
brutal  ferocity  of  former  ages  is  now  loft,  and  the  general  mind 
rs  hnmanifed.  The  favage  breaft  is  the  native  foil  of  revenge ; 
a  vice,  of  all  others,  ingratitude  excepted,  peculiarly  ftampt 
with  the  chara^er  of  helL  But  the  mention  of  this  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  character  of  the  favages  of  Europe.  The  favage 
of  every  country  is  implacable  when  injured,  but  among  fome, 
revenge  has  its  meafure.  The  wilds  of  America  hear  the  hoftile 
parties  join  in  their  mutual  lamentations  over  the  murdered,  and 
whom,  as  an  oblivion  of  malice,  they  bury  together.  But  the 
meafure  of  revenge,  never  to  be  full,  was  left  for  the  demi- 
favages  of  Europe.  The  vafTals  of  the  feudal  Lord  entered 
into  his  quarrels  with  the  moft  inexorable  rage.  Juft  or  unjuft 
was  ncTconfideration  of  theirs.  It  was  a  family  feud;  no  far- 
ther enquiry  was  made ;  and  from  age  to  age,  the  parties,  who 
never  injured  each  other,  breathed  nothing  but  mutual  rancour 
and  revenge.  And  adtions,  fuitable  to  this  horrid  fpirit,  every 
where  confefled  its  violent  influence.  Such  were  the  late  days 
of  Europe,  admired  by  the  ignorant  for  the  innocence  of  man- 
ners. Refentment  of  injury  indeed  is  natural ;  and  there  is  a 
degree  which  is  honeft,  and  though  warm,  far  from  inhuman. 
But  if  it  is  the  hard  tafk  of  humanifed  virtue  to  preferve  the 
feeling  of  an  injury  unmixt  with  the  fli|;hteft  criminal  wifh 
of  revenge,  how  impoffible  is  it  for  the  lavage,  to  attain  the 
dignity  of  forgivenefs,  the  greateft  ornament  of  human  nature. 
As  in  individuals,  a  virtue  will  rife  into  a  vice,  generofity 
into  blind  profufion,  and  even  mercy  into  criminal  lenity,  fo 
liivilifed  manners  will  lead  the  opulent  into  eflfeminacy.  But 
let  it  be  confidered,  this .  confequence  is  by  no  means  the 
certain  refult  of  civilization.  Civilization,  on  the  contrary, 
provides  the  certain  preventive  of  this  evil*  When  refinement 
degenerates  into  whatever  enervates  the  mind,  whenever  frivo- 
Ibufnefs  predominates,  literary  ignorance  is  fure  to  complete 
the  ibifeminate  charadler.  A  mediocrity  of  virtues  and  of  talents 
i's  the  lot  of  the  great  majority  of  mankind;  and  even  this  me- 
diocrity, if  cultivated  by  a  liberal  education,  will  infallibly 
fecure  its  pofieffor  againft  thofe  exgefles  of  effeminacy  which 
are  really  culpable.  To  be  of  plain  manners  it  is  not  necefiary 
to  be  a  clown,  or  to  wear  coarfe  cloaths  i  nor  is  it  neceilary 

to 


to  lie  on  the  groufid  aiid  feed  like  rfie  favagc,  to  be  truljr 
manly«  Thf  tl^eggar  who,  behind  the  hedge,  divides  hi^  bfikls 
with  his  dog,  has  pfiben  more  of  the  realienfualifl  than  he  who 
dines  at  an  elegant  table.  Nor  need  .we^eiitate  to  afTert,  that 
he  who,  unable  to  preferve  a  manly  elegance  of  .manners,  dege-* 
nerates  into  the  fjetit  maitrt^  would  have  been,  in  any  age  or 

*  condition,  equally  infignificant  and  worthlefs.  Some,  when 
they  talk  of  the  debauchery  of  the  prefent  age^  feem  to  thinkr 
thaj  die  former  were  all  innocence.     But  this  is  ignorance  of 

'  human  nature.  Ine  debauchery  of  a  barbarous  age  is  grofs  and 
brutal;  that  of  a  gloomy  fuperftitious  one,  fecret,  excefiive,  and 
murderous  :  that  of  a  more  polifhed  one,  not  to  make  an  apo« 
logy,,  oiuch  happier  for  the  fair  fex  *,  and  certainly  not  fo  badL 
If  one  difeafe  has  been  imported  from  Spanifh  America,  the 
moil  valuable  medicines  have  likewife  been  brought  from  thefe^ 
regions ;  and  diftempers,  which  were  thought  invincible  by  our 
forefathers,  are  now  cured.  If  the  luxuries  of  the  Indies  ufher 
difeafe  to  our  tables,  the  confequence  is  not  unknown ;  the 
wife  and  the  temperate  receive  no  injury,  and  hi  temperance  haa 
been  the  deftroyer  of  mankind  in  every  age.  The  opulence  of 
ancient  Rome  produced  a  liixury  of  manners  which  proved  fatal 
to.tl^at  mighty  empire.  But  the  effeminate  fenfualifts  of  thefe 
ages  were  not  men  of  intellectual  cultivation.  The  enlarged 
ideas^  the  generous  and  manly  feelings,  infpired  by  a  liberal 
education »  were  utterly  unknown  to  them.  Unformed  by  that 
wifdom  which  arifes  frcnn  fcience,  theyviivere -grofs  barbarians, 
dreiTed  in  the  mere  outward  tinfel  of  civilization  -f*.     Where 

^  *  Even  tlurt  wann  ad^ixer  of  fiivase  I^p«  ture  preceded  the  &te  of  the  ftate,  and  the 

feincfs,  the  Author  of  Hiftoire  Pbilojophhue  reafon  is  obvious*    The  men  of  fqrtunb 

j^  Polkfjiti  dij  EtMiffe0ieftSj  See.  oonkftti,  erew  frivolous,    and  fuperficial  in  every 

^at  the  wi}d  Americans  feem  defUtate  of  -    branch  of  knowledge,  and  were  therefbte 

the  feeling  of  love.    In  a  Httle  while,  Ays  unable  to  hold  the  reigns  of  empire.    The 

9k^^^when  the  hfcat  oTpiiffion  Is  gratified,  degeneracy  *  of  literary  tafte  is,  therefore, 

.th^  lofe  aQ  afefUoiifand'attadiment'fbi'  |    the  fureft  proof  of  the  general  ignoranoqi 

then"  women,  whom  they  degrade  to  j:he  However  toreigpen  may  juftly  ddfpife  QjOf 

-moft  fcrVilc'orficts.'-^ A  tender  j-emembrahce  '     theatrical  tafl^,  the  juftice  of  their  cfcu- 

*pf  the.  fi^  endeatments,  a' generous  pattiK*  !    'Jtempt  by  no  means  ivtes  a  ilain  oh  thfe  na^ 

cipation   of  care  and  hope,   the  oompaf-  tional.     A  London  audience  is  chiefly  com- 

fionate  fentiments  of  honour ;  all  theOb  de-  .  pofed  of  thofe  ranks,  who  never,  .in  any 

licate-  fedings,  which  arife  into  affection  country,  had  any  pretenfion  to  lietrary  taftc^ 
and  bind  attachment,  arc  indeed  inodmpa-:    '  Manly  criticifm,  and  every  difcufllpn  of*pHi- 

.  tfble  with  the  ferodous  and  grofs  fcnfatioUs  Iqfbphy/  never  appeared  in  greater  ludtrif 

of  the  bibrbarian  of  airy  (wimtiy.A  .'than  in  thi  prefent  age ;  and  Englilh,  lite^ 

t  The  degeneracy  of  the  Roman  litera-       rature  is  the  ftudy  of  Europe. ' 
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the  entbuiiafm  of  military  honour  chara^terifes  the  rttnk  of 
g^nrlemen^  that  nation  will  rife  into*  empire.  But  no  fobner 
does  conqueft  give  a  continued  fecurity,  than  the  mere  ibld^ 
degenerates;  and  the  old  veterans  are  fi)on  fucceeded4>y-a  nevi^' 
generation^  illiterate  as  their  fatKers^  but  deftitute  of  thdr  vir« 
tiies  and  experience.  Luxury  prevails  i  titles  and  family  are 
die  only  merits  and  the  whole  body  of  the  nobility  are  titterly' 
ignorant  of  the  principles  of  commerce  and  true  policy.  '<  fB 
ftately  grandeur  is  preferved^  but  it  is  only  qntward^  all  is  de-^ 
cayed  within,  and  on  the  firft  ftorm  the  weak  fabrick  falls  t(^ 
the  duft.  Thus  rofe  and  thus  fell  the  empire  of  Rome,  and 
the  much  wider  one  of  Portugal.  But  mofi  eifentially  ^\fk^ 
rent  from  this  is  the  prefent  character  of  the  Britifti  nation  r 
Science  and  every  branch  of  liberal  ftudy  have  here  takeii 
deep  foot,  and  fpread  their  fruitful  boughs  wide  over  the  un-^ 
rivalled  empire.  Our  politicians  of  the  day  may  declaim  a» 
%nbrant  paffion  leads  them,  but  the  true  character  of  the  pre--^ 
feht  age,  compared  with  that  of  the  lad  and  the  preceding 
centuries,  does  honour  to  human  nature.  Neither  do  the  flaviih 

Srinciples  of  the  Royalifts  of  the  laft  century,  nor  the  uncoil'^ 
itutibnal  fury  of  the  Republicans,  coaftitute  the  prefent  ge-«^ 
nera!  chara<fter.  A  fpirit  more  manly  than  that  of  die  formerv 
more  ratioiial,  more  liberal  than  that  of  both,  predominates  iit 
every  branch  of  the  people.  The  weaknefs  of  effeminacy 
has  neither  appeared  in  the  Camp  nor  in  the  Senate.  The  ad«- 
vantages  of  cultivate<i»  talents,  on  the  contrary,  never  fhone 
jR)rth  with  greater  luftre,  than  the  prefent  age  has  beheld  them^ 
difplayed,  in  the  difputes  of  the  Senate  and  in  the  arts  of  wan. 
And  if  thus  we  are  defended  againft  the  evils  of  effeminacyt. 
we  may  alfo  prefume,  that  the  fame  liberal  cultivation  of  the 
minds  of  the  Great  will  preferve  us  from  thofe  evils  which  other 
nations  have  fuffered  from  the  fudden  influx  of  enocmoua 
wealth.  The  wifdom  of  legiflature  might  certainly  have  pre- 
vented every  evil  which  Spain  and  Portugal;  have  experienced 
from  their  acquiiitions  in  the.  two  Indies  *.     But  what  other 

*  The  foUkrs  and  navigators  were  tlie  only  confiderable  gamers  by  dMar  acqtniementB  la. 
tbe  bdies.  TlMugh  agricaltare  and  wanwftftory  are  the  natural  ftrnigth  of  a  nation;  and 
thongh  the  true  ufe  of  colonization  is  toinoeafe  theie  in  tlie  mother  country,  theie  received 
little  or  no  incrcafe  in  S^aia  and  Portq|aL&j  the  great  acqoifidoiia  of  thde  crowns.  Bat  cl! 
this  hereaftpr.. 

than; 
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dian  the  total  edrpie  of  their  glofjr  (otild  be  expeded  from  a 
nahiJiSy,  rude  and  unlettered  as  thofe  of  Portugal  are  dc« 
icribed  by  the  author  of  the  Lufiad,  a  court  and  nobility, 
who  fealed  the  truth  of  all  his  coniplaints  againil;  them, 
by  fufFering  that  great  man,  ^e  light  of  their  age,  to  die 
in  an  alms-houfe  1  What  but  the  fall  of  their  ftate  could  be 
expected  from  barbarians  like  thefe !  Nor  can  the  annals  of 
mankind  produce  one  inflance  of  the  fall  of  empire,  %?here  die 
cbaraAer  of  the  grandees  was  other  than  that  aicribed  to  hit 
countrymen  by  Camoens. 

No  ieflbn  can  be  of  greater  national  importance  than  die 
faiftory  of  the  rife  and  the  fall  of  a  commercial  empire.  The 
▼iew  of  what  advantages  were  acquired,  and  of  what  might 
have  been  ftill  added ;  the  means  by  which  fuch  empire  might 
have  been  condnued^  and  the  errors  by  which  it  was  ioft»  an 
as  particularly  confpicuous  in  the  naval  and  commeceial  hiftory 
^  Portugal^  as  if  Providence  had  intended  to  give  a  lafting 
example  to  mankind ;  a  diart,  where  the  courte  of  t^e  fafie 
voyage  is  pointed  out,  and  where  the  flielves  and  rocks,  and 
the  icafons  of  tempeft  are  difcovered,  and  foretold. 

The  hiftory  of  Portugal,  as  a  navad  and  eommeneial  power, 
liegins  with  the  defigns  of  Prince  Henry.  But  as  the  enter-* 
prizes  of  this  great  nian,  and  the  completion  of  his  defignt 
are  intimately  connected  with  the  ftate  of  Portugal,  a  fliort 
view  of  the  progrefs  of  the  power,  smd  of  the  charader  of  diat 
kingdom,  wiU  be  neceflary  to  elucidato^  the  hiftory  of  the  ref- 
yiviu  of  commerce,  and  the  jQibjed  of  the  Lufiad* 

During  the  centuries,  when  the  efiemipated  Roman  pcOf* 
vinces  of  £utx>pe  were  defolated  by  the  iiruptions  of  nortnera 
^r  Scythian  barbarians,  the  Saracens,  originally  a  wandering 
handitci  of  Afiadc  Scydiia,  fpread  the  fame  horrors  of  brutal 
<oa<|iieft  over  the  fined  countries  of  the  eaftem  worid.  The 
northern  conquerors  of  the  finer  provinces  of  Europe  embraced^ 
ihe  C^riftian  religion  as  profefled  by  the  monks,  and,  contented 
with  the  luxuries  of  their  new  fettlements,  their  milita^  (pirit 
fooa  declined.  Their  ancient  brothers,  the  Saracens,  pa  the 
-other  hand,  having  embraced  the  religion  of  Mohammed,  their, 
rage  of  war  received  every  addidon  which  may  poffibly  be  in* 
^ired  by  rdigious  enlhufiafra.  Not  onjy  die  fppils  of  the  van-r 
qui£hed,  but  their  beloved  Paradiiie  itfeli  was  to  be  obtained  by 

da  their 
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their  fabres,  by  extending  the  faith  of  their  proj^et  bjr.forcer 
of  arms  and  ufurpation  of  dominion*  i  Strengthened  aqd  ih*i 
fpired  by  a  commiflion.  which  ithey  eftecmed  divdne^i  the  ra- 
pidity  of  their  conqueib  far  eicctededothofeiiof  the  Goths  •and 
Vandals.  A  great  majofity  \)i  the  '  inhabitant?  of  every 
country  they  fubdued  embraced  their  religion^  imbibed  theii^ 
jprincipleSy  united  in  their,  views^  and  the  profefTors  Moham-^ 
medifm  becanie  the  moft  formidable  condxinaitioa.^at  ever  waft 
leagued  together  againft  the.  reft  of  mankijidv.  iMorocck>  aiui 
the  adjacent  countries,  at  this  time  ama^^gly  pdpukm^  had 
now  received  the  dodrines  of  the  Koran,  y^nd  incorpprated  with 
the  Saracens.  And  the  TurkijQi  arms  fpread. (laughter  and  defon 
lation  from'  the  fouth  of  Spain  to  Italy  and  the  iilahds  of  the 
Mediterranean.  All  the  rapine  and:  carnage  comihitted  by  tha 
Gothic  conquerors  were  now  amply  returned  on  their,  lefs;  warn 
like  pofterity.  In  Spain,  and  the  province  now  called  Portugal^ 
^e  Mohammedans  erected,  poyrerful  kingdoms,  and  their  lufb 
of  conqueft  threatened  deftru^tion  to  every  Chriftian  power*. 
But  a  romantic  military  fpirit  revived  in  Europe,  under  the 
aufpices  of  Charlemagne.  The  Mohammedans,  during  the 
i^eign  of  this  fovereign^ . made  a  moft  formidable  irruption. into 
Europe,  and  France  in  particular  felt  the  weight  of  their  fiiry;* 
when  that  political  monarch,  by  inventing  new  military  honours^ 
drew  the  adventurous  youth  of  every  Chriftian  power  to  hi& 
ftandards,  and  in  fadt,  a  circumftance,  however  negLe<9:ed  by 
hiftorians,  gave  birth  lo  theCrufades,  the  beginning  of  which^. 
in  propriety,  ought  to  be  dated  from  his  reign.  Few  indeed 
are  the  hiftorians  of  .this  period,  but  enough  remain  to  prove 
that  though  the  writers  of  the  old  romance  feized  upon  it, 
though  they  gave  full  room  to  the  wildeft  flights  of  imagination,, 
and  added  the  inexbauftible  machineiy  of  magic  to  the  adven-- 
tares  of  their  heroes,  yet  the  origin  of  theif.fiiftions  was  founded 
an  hiftorical  fadks*.  Yet,  however  this  period  may  thus  refemble 
the  fabulous  ages  of  Greece,  certain  it  is,  that  an  Orlando,  a 
Rinaldo»  a  Rugero,  and  other  celebrated  names  in  romance, 

*  Ariofto,  who  adopted  the  legends  of  the  old  romance^  chofc  this  peiiodfor  the  fubjeft 
of  his  Orhmdo  F^iriofo.  Paris  bdieged  by  the  Saracens,  Oriando  and  the  other  Chriftiait- 
kmehts  ^flemUe  in  ad  of-  duurlemagne^  who  are  oppofed  in  their  amours  and  in  battle  bv; 
JU>&mont,  Ferraw,  and  other  infidelknighls.  That  there  was.  a  noted  Mooriih  Spaniard^ 
named  Ferraw,  a  redoabted  d^unpion  of  that  am  we  have  the  teftiinony  of  Marcus  An^ 
tJBMs  iSabcUiciig,  >>  writer  ot  aof  of  flic  lifiecnqi.  century. 

acquired 
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acquired  great  honour  in  thie  xvars  which  were  waged  againit 
the  Saracens,  the  invaders  of  Europe.  In  thefe  romantic  warsy 
by  which  the  power  of  the  Mohammedans  was  checked,  feverai 
centuries  elapfed,  when  Alonzo,  king  of  Caftile,  apprehenfivc 
that  the  whole  force  of  the  Mohaaimedans  of  Spain  and  Mo* 
rocco  was  ready  to  fall  upon  him,  prudently  imitated  the  con- 
diitt  of  Charlemagne.  He  availed  nimfelf  of  the  fpirit  of  chi-» 
Valry>  ^and  dem4fided  leave  of  Philip  I.  of  France,  and  of  other 
|)rihce6,  that  volunteers  from  their  dominions  might  be  allowed 
to  diftinguifh  themfelves  under  his  banners  againft  the  infidels* 
His  defire  was  no  fooner  known,  than  a  brave  romantic  army 
thronged  ta  his  ftandards,  and  Alonzo  was  vidtorious.  Honours 
and  endowment*  were  liberally  diftributed  among  the  champions, 
und  to  one  of  the  braveft  of  them,  to  Henry*,  a  younger  fan 
of 'the  duke  of  Burgundy,  he  gave  his  daughter  Terefa  in  mar- 
riage) with  the  fovereignty  of  the  countries  fouth  of  Galicia  in 
doM^ry,  cdmmiffioning  him  to  extend  his  dominions  by  the  cx-i 
pulfion  of  the  Moors.  Henry,  who  reigned  by  the  title  of 
Count,  improved  every  advantage  which  offered.  The  two 
rich  provinces  of  Enfro  Minbo  e  Douro,  and  Fra  Iqs  Montesi 
yielded  to  his  arms ;  great  part  of  Beira  alio  was.  fubdued^  and 
the  Moorifh  king  of  Lamego  became  his  tributary.  Many 
thoufands  of  Chriftians,  who  had  lived  in  miferable  fub-? 
jeftion  to  the  Moors,  or  in  defolate  independency  in  the  moun-*^ 
tains,  took  fhelter  under  the  generous  protection  of  Count 
Henry.  Great  numbers  alio  of  the  Moors  changed  their  re- 
ligion, and  chofe  rather  to  continue  in  the  land  where  they 
were  born,  under  a  tnild  government,,  than  be  expofed  to  the 
Severities  and  injuftice  of  their  native  governors.  And  thus, 
on  one  of  the  moft  |  beautiful  end  fertile  fpots  of  the  worlds 
and  in  the  fineft  climate,  in  confeqaence  of  a  Crufade.  -f-  againiJk 
the  Mohammedans,  was  eftablifbed  the  fovereignty  cf  Portugal^ 
a  fovereignty  which  in  time  fpre^d  its  influence  over  the. worlds 
and  gave  a  new  face  to  the  manners  of  nations.  :  -  . 
'  Count  Henry,  after  a  fuccefsful  ticign,  wasifucceeded  by  his 
infant  fon  Don  Alonzo-Henry,  who  having  furmouated  feverai 

*  See  the  notes  on  page  94  ftiid  9;. 

X  Small  indeed  in  extent,  but  fo  ridiin  fertility,  that  it  was  called  Medutta  Hi/panha^, 
7he  marrow  of' Spain.     Vid.  Refandii  Antiq.  Lufit.  1.  iii*. 

t  In  propriety  moft  certainly  a  Crufade,  though  that  term  has  never  before  been  applied 
to  this  war. 

dangers 
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dangers  which  threatened  his  youth *»  became  the  founder  of 
the  Portuguefe  monarchy.  In  1139  the  Moors  of  Spain  and 
Barbary  united  their  forces  to  recover  the  dominions  from  which 
they  had  been  driven  by  the  Chriftians.  According  to  the  loweft 
accounts  of  the  Portuguefe  writers,  the  army  of  the  Moors 
amounted  to  near  400,000 ;  nor  is  this  number  incredible,  when 
we  confider  what  armies  they  at  other  times  brought  to  the 
field,  and  that  at  this  time  they  came  to  take  poileflion  of  the 
lands  they  expc(aed  to  conquer*  Don  Alonzo,  however,  with 
a  very  foiall  army,  gave  them  battle  on  the  plains  of  Ourique^ 
and  after  a  ilruggle  of  fix  hours,  obtained  a  moft  glorious  and 
compleat  *f-  vidory,  and  which  was  crowned  with  an  event  of 
the  utmofi:  importance.  On  the  field  of  battle  Don  Alonzo  was 
proclaimed  King  of  Portugal  by  his  victorious  ibldiers,  and  he 
in  return  conferred  the  rank  of  nobility  on  the  whole  army* 
But  the  conftitution  of  the  monarchy  was  not  fettled,  nor  was 
Alonzo  invefled  with  the  Regalia  till  fix  years  after  this  me« 
morable  victory.  The  government  the  Portuguefe  had  ex- 
perienced under  the  Spaniards  and  Moors,  and  the  advantages 
which  they  faw  were  derived  from  their  own  valour,  had  taught 
them  a  love  of  liberty^  which  was  not  to  be  complimented 
away  in  the  joy  of  victory,  or  by  the  ihouts  of  tumult.  Alonzo 
hisnfelf  imderftood  their  fpirit  too  well  to  make  the  leafi:  at* 
t^mpt  to  eredt  himfelf  a  defpotic  Monarch,  nor  did  he  difcover 
the  leaft  inclination  to  deftroy  that  bold  confcioufnefs  of  free* 
dom  which  had  enabled  his  army  to  conquer  and  eledt  him  their 
Sovereign.  After  fix  years  fpent  in  farther  victories,  in  extend- 
ing and  fecuring  his  dominions,  he  called  an  afiembly  of  the 
prelates,  nobility  and  commons,  to  meet  at  Lamego.  WheA 
the  afiembly  opened,  Alonzo  appeared  feated  on  the  throne, 
but  without  any  other  mark  of  regal  dignity.  And  ere  he  was 
crowned,  die  comftitution  of  the  ftate  was  fettled,  and  eighteen 
ilatutes  were  iblemnly  confirmed  by  oath  %  as  the  charter  of 
king  and  people ;  ftatutes  diametrically  oppofite  to  they^i^^  divine 
and  arbitrary  power  of  kings,    to  the  principles   which  in* 

*^  See  the  note  on  page  96. 

t  For  an  acGonnt  of  thia  battle,  and  the  coronadon  of  the  firft  king  of  Portogaly  fee  the 
note,  p.  loj. 

I  llie  power  of  depofing,  and  of  eleAIng  their  kings,  under  certain  circomftances,  is 
vefted  in  the  people  by  the  mtutes  of  Lamego.    See  the  notes,  p.  iq6  and  160. 

culcate 
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culcate  and  demand  the  unlimited  paflive  obedience  of  the 
fubjedl. 

Confcious  of  what  they  owed  to  their  own  valour,  the 
founders  of  the  Portuguefe  monarchy  tranfmitted  to  their  heirs 
thofe  generous  principles  of  liberty  which  compleat  and  adorn 
the  martial  charafter.  The  ardour  of  the  volunteer,  an  ardour 
unknown  to  the  flave  and  the  mercenary,  added  to  the  moft  ro- 
mantic ideas  of  military  glory,  charafterifed  the  Portuejuefe 
under  the  reigns  of  their  iirfl  monarchs.  In  almoft  contmual 
wars  vrith  the  Moors,  this  fpirit,  on  which  the  exiftence  of 
their  kingdom  depended,  rofe  higher  and  higher;  and  the  define 
to  extirpate  Monammedifm,  the  principle  which  animated 
the  wifh  of  viftory  in  every  battle,  leemed  to  take  deeper  root 
in  every  age.  Such  were  the  manners,  and  fuch  the  principles 
of  the  people  who  were  governed  by  the  fucceflbrs  of  Alonzo 
the  Firft,  a  fucceffion  of  great  men,  who  proved  themfelves 
worthy  to  reign  over  Co  military  and  enterprifing  a  nation. 

By  a  continued  train  of  victories  Portugal  increafed  confider* 
ably  in  ftrength,  and  the  Portuguefe  bad  the  honour  to  drive 
the  Moors  from  Europe.  The  invafions  of  thefe  people  were 
now  requited  by  fuccefsful  expeditions  into  Africa.  And  fuch 
was  the  manly  fpirit  of  thefe  ages,  that  the  ftatutes  of  Lamega 
received  additional  articles  in  favour  of  liberty,  a  convincing 
proof  that  the  general  heroifm  of  a  people  depends  upon  the 
principles  of  freedom.  Alonzo  IV.  -f  though  not  an  amiable 
charafter,  was  perhaps  the  greateft  warrior,  politician,  and 
monarch  of#  his  age.  After  a  reign  of  military  fplendor  he  left 
bis  throne  to  his  fon  Pedro,  who  from  his  inflexible  juitice  was 
furnamed  the  Juft>  or,  the  Lover  of  Juftice*  The  ideas  of 
equity  and  literature  were  now  diffufed  by  this  great  1  prince^ 
who  was  himfelf  a  polite  fcholar,  and  moft  accomplifhed  gentle- 
man»  And  Portugal  began  to  perceive  the  advantages  of  culti- 
vated talents,  and  to  feel  its  fuperiority  over  the  barbarous  po^ 
litics  of  the  ignorant  Moors.  The  great  Pedro^  however^  was 
fucceeded  by  a  weak  prince^  and  the  heroic  fpirit  of  the  Portu-^ 
guefe  feemed  to  exiit  no  more  under  his  fon  Fernando,  fur<» 
named  the  Carelefs. 


t  For  the  charaOer  of  dug  prince,  fee  the  note,  p.  136. 

X  For  «mecdo(e9  of  Ais  monardi,  fee  the  notes,  p.  138  and  140* 


But 
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But  the  general  charadlcr  of  the  people  was  too  deeply  im- 

Frefled  to  be  obliterated  by  one  inglorious  reign,  and  under  John 
.  §  all  the  virtues  of  the  Portuguefe  fhonc  forth  with  redoubled 
luftre.  Happy  for  Portugal  his  father  beftowed  a  moft,  excel- 
lent education  upon  this  prince,  which  added  to,  and  improv- 
ing his  great  natural  talents,  rendered  him  one  of  the  greateft 
of  monarchs.  Confcious  of  the  fuperiority  which  his  own 
liberal  education  gave  him,  he  was  afliduous  to  beftow  the  fame 
advantages  upon  his  children,  and  he  himfelf  often  became 
their  preceptor  in  the  branches  of  fcience  and  ufeful  knowledge. 
Fortunate  in  all  his  affairs,  he  was  moft  of  all  fortunate  in  his 
family.  He  had  many  fons,  and  he  lived  to  fee  them  men, 
men  of  parts  and  of  a<Sion,  whofe  only  emulation  was  to  fhew 
,  affedlion  to  his  perfon,  and  to  fupport  his  adminiftration  by 
their  great  abilities. 

There  is  fomething  exceeding  pleafing  in  reading  the  hiftory 
of  a  family  which  fhews  human  nature  in  its  moft  exalted  vir- 
tues and  moft  amiable  colours ;  and  the  tribute  of  veneration  is 
ipontaneoufly  paid  to  the  father  who  diftinguifhes  the  different 
talents  of  his  children,  and  places  them  in  the  proper  lines  of 
aftion.  All  the  fons  of  John  excelled  in  military  exercifes,  and 
in  the  literature  of  their  age ;  Don  Edward  and  Don  *  Pedro 
were  particularly  educated  for  the  cabinet,  and  the  mathemati- 
cal genius  of  Don  Henry,  one  of  his  youngeft  fons,  received 
every  encouragement  which  a  king  and  a  father  could  give,  to 
ripen  it  into  perfe<ftion  and  public  utility. 

Hiftpry  was  well  known  to  Prince  Henry,  and  his  turn  of 
mind  peculiarly  enabled  him  to  make  political  obfervatlons  upon 
it.  The  wealth  and  power  of  ancient  Tyre  and  Carthage 
Ihewed  him  what  a  maritime  nation  might  hope ;  and  the  flou- 
rifhing  colonies  of  the  Greeks  were  the  frequent  topic  of  his 
converfation.     Where  the  Grecian  commerce,  confined  as  it 

§  This  great  prince  was  the  natural  fon  of  Pedra  the  Juft.  Some  years  after  the  murder 
ef  his  beloved  fpoufe  Inez  de  Caftro  (of  which  fee  the  text  and  notes,  p.  1.30,  &c.)  left  his 
father,  whofe  fevere  temper  he  too  well  knew,  fhould  force  him  into  a  difagreeable  marriage^ 
Don  Pedro  commenced  an  amour  with  a  Galician  lady,  who  became  the  mother  of  John  L 
the  prefcrvcr  of  the  Portuguefe  monarchy.     See  the  notes,  p,  146  and  148. 

•  The  fons  of  John,  who  figure  in  hiftory,  were  Edward,  Juan,  Fernando,  Pedro,  and 
Henry.     Edward  fuccceded  his  father,  (for  whofe  reign  andcharafter,  fee  the  note  p.  165.) 

iuan,  difUnguifhed  both  in  the  camp  and  cabinet,  in  the  reign  6f  his  brother  Edward 
ad  the  honour  to  oppofe  the  wild  expedition  againft  Tangier,  which  was  propofed  by  his 
))roUier  Fernando,  in  whofe  perpetual  captivity  it  ended.     Of  Pedro  afterwards. 

was. 
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was,  -extended  its  influence,  the  deferts  becanie  cultivated  fields, 
gities  rofe,  and  .men  were  drawn  from  the  woods  and  caverns  to 
unite  in  fociety.  The  Romans,  on  the  other  hand,  when  they 
deflroyed  Carthage^  buried  in  her  ruins,  the  fountain  of  civili- 
sation, of  improveoient  and  opulence.  They  extinguiflied  the 
foirit  of  commerce ;  the  agriculture  of  the  conquered  nations, 
Britannia  *  alone,  perhaps,  excepted,  was  totally  neglefted. 
And  thus,  while  the  luxury  of  Rome  confumed  the  wealth  of 
her  provinces,  her  uncommercial  policy  dried  up  the  fources  of 
its  continuance.  The  egregious  errors  of  the  Romans,  who 
perceived  not  the  true  ufe  of  their  diftant  conqueflis,  and  the 
inexhauftible  fountains  of  opulence  which  Phoenicia  had  efta- 
blifhed  in  her  colonies,  inftruAed  Prince  Henry  what  gifts  to 
beflow  upon  his  country,  and  in  the  refult  upon  the  whole 
world.  Nor  were  the  ineftimable  advantages  of  commerce  the 
fole  motives  of  Henry.  All  the  ardour  that  the  love  of  his 
country  could  awake,  conipired  to  ftimulate  the  natural  turn 
<>f  his  genius  for  the  improvement  of  navigation. 

As  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  had  been  wrefted  from  the  Moors 
and  eftablifhed  by  conqueft,  fo  its  exiftence  ftill  fubiifted  on  the 
fuperiority  of  the  force  of  arms ;  and  ere  the  birth  of  Heniy,  the 
fuperiority  of  the  Portuguefe  navies  had  been  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence  to  the  prote(5tion  of  the  ftate.  Whatever  therefore  might 
curb  or  ruin  the  power  of  the  Moors,  was  of  the  laft  importance 
to  the  exiftence  of  Portugal.  Such  were  the  views  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  united  to  infpire  the  defigns  of  Henry,  all 
which  were  powerfully  enforced  and  invigorated  by  the  religioa 
of  that  prince.  The  defire  to  extirpate  Mohammedifm  was  . 
patriotiiin  in  Portugal.  It  was  the  principle  which  gave  birth 
to,  and  fupported  their  monarchy.  Their  kings  avowed  it, 
and  Prince  Henry,  the  piety  of  whofe  heart  cannot  be  quef- 
tioned,  alw^s  profeiTed,  that  to  propagate  the  gofpel  and  extir- 
•pate  Mohammedifm,  was  the  great  purpofe  of  his  defigns  and 
cnterprizea.    And  however  both,  the  one  and  the  other,  in  the 


*  The  honour  of  this  it  doe  to  Agiicola.  for  fevend  ages  after,  the  Romans  irtw 
He  employed^  hb  legions  in  cutting  down  inunenfe  quantities  of  wheat  from  their 
.iase&s    and  in  deanng    swihes*     And      Sritilh  province. 

e  event. 
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event,  were -f- neglefted,  certain  it  is,  thatthe  fame  principles' 
infpired,  and  were  §  always  profeffed  by  kin^  Bmhianuel,  under' 
whom  the  Eaftern  World  was  difcovered  by  Garfia.    ', 

The  Crufades,  to  refcue  the  Holy  Land  ;from  the  infidels^ 
which,  however  unregarded  by  hiftorians,  had  already  bfeen  of 
the  greateft  political  fervice  to  Spain,  and  Portugal,  1|  began  now 
to  have  fome  efFeft  upon  the  commerce  of  Europe,     The  Hans 
Towns  had  received  charters  of  liberty,  and  had  united  together 
for  the  proteftion  of  their  trade  againft  the  numerdus  pyiates'of 
the  Baltic.     A  people  of  Italy,    known  by  the  name  '6f  the 
Lombards,  had'  opened  a  lucrative  traffic  with   the  ports  of 
Egypt,  from  whence  they  imported  into  Europe  the  riches  of 
India  3  and  Bruges  in  Flanders,  the  mart  between  them  and  the 
Hans  ToWns  was,  in  confequence,  furrounded  with  the  befi 
agriculture  of  thefe  ages  J.     A  certain  proof  of  the  deperidancq 
of  agriculture  upon  the  extent  of  commerce*     Yet  though  thefe 
gleams  of  light,  as  morning  ftars,  began  to  appear,  it  was  not 
the  grofs  multitude,  it  was  only  the  eye  of  a  Henry  which 
could  perceive  what  they  prognofticated,    and.  it   was  only  a 
gQftius  like  his  which  could  prevent  them  from'  again  fettin^;  ia 
the  depths  of  night.      The  Hans  Towns  were  liable  to  be 
hurled  in  the  vidories  of  a  Tyrant,  and  the  trade  with  Egypt 
was  exceedingly  infecure  and  precarious.     Europe  was  ftill  en- 
veloped in  the  dark  mifts  of  ignorance,  and  though  the  mari- 
ner's compafs  was  invented  before  the  birth  of  Henry,  it  was 
improved  to  no  naval  advantage.     Traffic  ftill  crept,  in  an  in- 
fant ftate,  along  the  coafts,  nor  were  the  conftruftion  pf  Xhips 
adapted  for  other  voyages.     One  fuccefsful  Tyrant  might  have 
overwhelmed  the  fyftcni^ahd  extingiiifhed  the  fpirit  of  com- 

t  Neglcfted.  in  the  idea  of  the  com-  Knglamd  the  greateft  fervice,  by  Introduc- 

•imuukrst  the  idea  of  Henry  howrrer  ¥ia$  iii^thepiifMitfylUmof  agriailtiire;.WJiefQ 

-«:eatly  fulfiUfl^.    Ff  r  the  dumuion  x>r  the  tjMt   iaaeaib.    n^en's  thoi^liU  ace   fct 

Fortngiiefe  in  the  Indian  iea  cut  thefinews  in  a£libn  ;  *heqce  the  increaCe    of  food 

of  thiD  Egypliaii  and*  other  Mohahimfcdkn  -whiirh  is-  wsfltedi  is  Aipplied  hy  a  ledonbled 


powers.    But  of  this  afterwards.  attention  to  hufbandry  ;  and  hence  it  was 

§  See  the  notes,  p*  432.  that  agriculture  was  of  old  improved  and 

jl  See  the  note,  p.  277.  diifiifed  by  the  Phoenician  colonies.     Some 

)  PlandeiB  Wu  been  the  fi:hool-mi(fa«Vs  Thttorifts  eompliin  of  the  number  of  lives. 

of  huftaadry  to  Europe.     Sir  Charles  Lifle,  which  are  loft  by  navigation,  but  tbey  to* 

a  Royalift,  refided  in  this  cocuitry  feveral  tally  forget  diat  WMMce  is  A»  parent  of 

years  during  the  ufurpation  of  the  Regi-  population* 

ci4e9  i  and  after  the  Reftorationi  rendered 

merce^ 
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merce»  for  it  flood  on  a  much  narrower  and  much  feebler  baiis^ 
than  in  the  days  of  Phoenician  and  Grecian  colonization.  Yet 
thefe  mighty,  utbricks,  many  centuries  before^  had  betn  fwal-? 
lowed  up  in  the  defobitions  of  unpolitical  conqueft.  A  broader 
and  more  permanent  foundation  of  commerce  than  the  world 
had  yet  feen^  an  unirerfal  bafis^  was  yet  wanting  to  blefs  man^ 
kind,  and  Henry  Duke  of  Vifeo  was  born  to  give  it. 

On  purpofe  to  promote  his  defigns.  Prince  Henry  was  by  his 
father  ftationed  the  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Portuguefe  forces 
in  Africa.  He  had  jdready,  in  141 2j  three  years  before  the  re-* 
dudion  of  Ceuta*f-,  fent  a  ihip  to  make  difcoveries  on  the  Bar- 
bary  coaft.  Cape  Nam§f  as  its  name  intimates,  was  then  the 
Ne  plus  ultra  of  European  navigation ;  the  fhip  fent  by  Henry 
hdwerer  pa£fed :  it  (ixty  leagpes>  and  reached  Cape  Sc^adon 
Encouraged  by  this  beginning,  the  Prince  whil^  h^  was  in 
Africa  acquired  whatever  information  the  moft  intelligent  of  the 
Moors  of  Fez  and  Morocco  could  give.  About  a  league  and 
one  half  from  the  Cape  of  St.  Vincent,  in  the  kingdom  of  Al« 
garve>  I>on  Henry  had  obferved  a  finall  but  commodious  fitua- 
tion  for  a  fea-port  town.  On  this  fpot,  fuppo&d  the  Prpnaort- 
tjatmm  Sacrum  of  the  JR^bma^nt^  hi^  bdilt  his  town  of  Sagre^j, 
by  nroch  the  b^  planned  aAd  foftified  of  any  in  Portugal^ 
Here,  where  the  view  of  the  ocean,  fays  Faria,  infpired  his 
hopes  and  endeavours,  he  erected  his  arfenais,  and  built  and 
harboured  his  fhips.  And  here,  leaving  the  temporary  buftle 
and  cares  of  the  ftateto  his, father  and  brothers,  be  retired  like 
a  philosopher  .from  the  world,  on  purpofe  to  render  his  ftudieft 
of  the  utmoft  importance  to  its  happinefs.  Having  received  all 
the  light  which  could  be  difcovered  in  Africa,  he  continued 
iDiwearied  in  his  mathematical,  and  geographical  ftudies ;  the 
art  of  fhip*building  received  amaring  improvement  under  his 
dire&iim,  and  the  truth  of  his  ideas  of  the  Arudture  of  the 
teriaqueous  globe  are  now  confirmed.  He  it  was  who  firft. 
fuggefted  the  dfe  of  .the  compftfat.  and  of  longitude  and  latitude: 
in  navigation,  and  how  thefe  might  be  afcertained  by  aftrono-, 

f  At  i3xt  mitfaibii  of  Cduta,  and  other  fford.    Tet  tSiough  even  pofleiTed  by  die 

eneagements  in  Afdca,  Prince  Heiir/^.  enthafiaixn  of  ehivaliry^  his  genius  for  na- 

^ki/fA  a  military  Jg^nwf  and  t^lotir  of  die  '  v^;atitHi  prevailed^  and  confided  hiisi  lo  die 

firft  itiagnittide«> '   The  iiMpol'iaui  ferli'dfi  *  .  ro^  of  SagKK. 

of  Ceau  was  in  a  manner  won  by  his  own  §  Namt  in  Portugnefe,  ft^negattve.        •  ^ 

e  2  mical 
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mical  observations,  fuggeftions  and  difcoverics  which  would  have 
held  no  fecond  place  among  the  conjed;ures  of  a  Bacon,  or  the 
improvements  of  a  Newton.  Naval  adventurers  were  now  in-* 
vited  from  all  parts  to  the  town  of  Sagres;,  and  in  141 8  Juan 
Gonfalez  Zarco  and  Triflran  Vaz  fet  fail  on  an  expedition  of 
difcovery,  the  circumftances  of  which  give  us  a  ftriking  pidturc 
of  the!  flate  of  navigation,  ere  it  was  new  modelled,  by  the 
genius  of  Henry. 

Cape  Bojador,  fo  named  from  its  extent  *,  runs  about  forty^ 
leagues  to  the  weilward,  and  for  about  fix  leagues  off  land  there 
is  a  moft  violent  current,  which  dafhing  upon  the  (helves^ 
makes  a  tempeftuous  fea.  I'his  was  deemed  impafiible,  for  it 
was  not  confidered,  that  by  (landing  out  to  the  ocean  the  cur- 
rent might  be  avoided.  To  pafs  this  formidable  cape  was  the. 
commiflion  of  Zarco  and  Vaz,  who  were  alfo  ordered  to  pro-, 
ceed  as  far  as  they  could  to  difcover  the  African  coaft,  which^ 
according  to  the  information  given  to  Henry  by  the  Moors  and 
Arabs,  extended  at  lead  to  the  equinoctial  line.  Zarco  and  Vaz,. 
however,  loft  their  courfe  in  a  ftorm,  and  were  driven  to  a  little 
Hland,  which,  in  the  joy  of  their  deliverance,  -they  named 
Puerto  Santo,  or  the  Holy  Haven.  Nor  was  Prince  Henry,, 
on  their  ret^irn,  lefs  joyful  of  their  difcovery,  than  they  had' 
been  of  their  efcape :  A  ftriking  proof  of  the  miferable  ftate 
of  navigation ;  for  this  ifland  is  only  the  voyage  of  a  few  days>. 
in  favourable  weather,  from  the  promontary  of  Sagrez. 

The  Difcoverers  of  Puerto  Santo,  accompanied  bv  Bartholo?-^ 
mew  Pereftrello,  were  with  three  (hips  fent  out  on  nirther  trial.. 
PereftrcUo,  having  fowed  fome  feeds  and  left  fome  cattle  oa 
Holy  Haven,  returned  to  Portugal  J.  But  Zarco  and  Vaz  di- 
redting  their  courfe  fouthward,  in  1419,  perceived  fomething: 
like  a  cloud  on  the  water,  and  failing  toward  it,  difcovered  an. 
ifland  covered  with  wood,  which  from  thence  they  named  Ma-. 
deira.  And  this  rich  and  beautiful  ifland,  which  foon  yielded, 
a  confiderable  revenue,  was  the  firft  reward  of  the  enterprizes. 
of  Prince  Henry. 

*  Forty  leagues  appetfed  as  a  raft  diftance  to  the  Tailors  of  that  age,  ^o  named  this« ' 
Cape  Bojador,  from  the  Spaniih,  ht^jar^  to  compaTa  or  go  about. 

X  Unluckily  alfo  were  left  on  this  ifland  two  rabbits,  whofe  yonng  fo  increafed,  that  in 
a  few  years  it  was  foand  not  habitable,  evi^  yepXabU  being  defiroyed  by  the  great  in* 
crtafe  of  thpie  animals. 

If 
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If*  the  Duke  of  Vifeo's  liberal  ideas  of  eftablifhing  colonies, 
thofe  finews  of  a  commercial  ftate,  or  his  views  of  African  and 
Indian  commerce,  were  too  refined  to  ftrike  the  grofs  multi- 
tude ;  yet  other  advantages  refulting  from  his  defigns,  one  would 
conclude,  were  felf-evident.  Nature  calls  upon  Portugal  to  be 
a  maritime  power,  and  her  naval  fuperiority  over  the  Moors, 
was,  in  the  time  of  Henry,  the  fureft  defence  of  her  exiftence 
as  a  kingdom.  Yet  though  all  his  labours  tended  to  eftabliik 
that  naval  fuperiority  on  the  fureft  bafis,  though  even  the  re- 
ligion of  the  age  added  its  authority  to  the  cleareft  political 
principles  in  favour  of  Henry ;  yet  were  his  enterprizes  and  his 
cxpedted  difcoveries  derided  with  all  the  infolence  of  ignorance 
and  bitternefs  of  popular  clamour.  Barren  deferts  like  Lybia, 
it  was  faid,  were  all  that  could  be  found,  and  a  thoufand  dif- 
advantages,  drawn  from  thefe  data,  were  forefeen  and  foretold. 
The  great  mind  and  better  knowledge  of  Henry,  however,  were 
tiot  thus  to  be  fhaken.  Though  twelve  years  from  the  difcovery 
of  Madeira  had  elapfed  in  unfuccefsful  endeavours  to  carry  his 
navigation  farther,  he  was  now  more  happy ;  for  one  of  his 
captains,  named  Galianez,  in  1434  pafled  the  Cape  of  Bojador, 
till  then  invincible;  an  adtion,  fays  Faria,  in  the  common 
opinion,  not  inferior  to  the  labours  of  Hercules. 

Gilianez,  the  next  year,  accompanied  by  Gonfalez  Baldaya„ 
carried  his  difcoveries  many  leagues  farther.  Having  put  two 
horfemen  on  fhore,  to  difcover  the  face  of  the  country,  the 
adventurers,  after  riding  feveral  hours^  faw  nineteen  men  armed 
with  javelins.  The  natives  fled,  and  the  two  horfemen  pur- 
fued,  till  one  of  the  Portuguefe,  being  wounded,  loft  the  firft 
blood  that  was  facrificed  to  the  new  fyftem  of  commerce.  A 
fmall  beginning,  a  very  fmall  ftreamlet,  fome  perhaps  may  ex- 
claim, but  which  foon  fwelled  into  oceans,  and  deluged  the 
eaftern  and  weftern  worlds.  Let  fuch  philofophers,  however, 
be  defired  to  name  the  defign  of  public  utility,  which  has  been 
unpolluted  by  the  depravity  of  the  human  paffions.  To  fuppofe 
that  Heaven  itfelf  could  give  an  inftitution  which  could  not 
be  perverted,  and  to  fuppofe  no  previous  alteration  in  human 
nature,  is  a  contradiction  in  propofition ;  for  as  human  nature, 
now  exifts,  power  cannot  be  equally  poCefTed  by  all,  and  when- 
ever the  felfifh  or  vicious  paflions  predominate^  that  power  will 
certainly  be  abufed.     The  cruelties  therefore  of  Cortez,  and 

that 
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that  more  horrid  barbarian  Pizarro*,  are  no  more  to  be  charged 
upon  Don  Henry  and  Columbus^  than  the  villainies  of  the 
Jefuits  and  the  horrors  of  the  Inquifition  are  to  be  afcribed  to 
him,  whofe  precepts  are  fummed  up  in  the  great  command^ 
To  do  to  your  neighbour  as  you  would  wi(h  your  neighbour  to 
do  to  you.  But  if  it  is  ilill  alledged  that  he  who  plans  a  dif- 
covery  ought  to  forefee  the  miferies  which  the  vicious  will  en- 
graft upon  his  enterprize,  let  the  objeftor  be  told,  that  the 
miferies  are  uncertain,  while  the  advantages  are  real  and  fure  s 
and  that  the  true  philofopher  will  not  confine  his  eye  to  the 
Spanifti  campaigns  in  Mexico  and  Peru,  but  will  extend  his 
profpe(ft  to  all  the  inefttmable  benefits,  all  the  improvements  of 
laws,  opinions,  and  of  manners,  which  have  been  introduced  by 
the  intercourfe  of  univerfal  commerce. 

In  1 440  Anthony  Gonfalez  brought  fome  Moors  prifoners  to 
Lifton.  Thcfe  he  took  two  and  forty  leagues  beyond  Cape 
Bojador,  and  in  1442  he  returned  with  his  captives.  One  Moor 
efcaped,  but  ten  blacks  of  Guinea  and  a  confiderabk  quantity 


*  Some  eminent  uniten,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  have  of  fate  endeavoured  to 
feften  the  chsandtcr  of  Cortez,  and  have 
nrged  the  neceflity  of,  war  for  the  ilanghters 
he  committed.     Thefe  authors  have   alfo 

Beatly  foftened  the  horrid  features  of  the 
exicans.  If  one,  however,  would  trace 
the  true  charafler  of  Cortez  and  the  Ame- 
ricans, he  mud  have  recourfe  to  the  nu-. 
meroas  Spaniih  writers,  who  were  either 
witne/Tes  of  the  firfl  wars,  or  foon  after 
travelled  in  thefe  countries.  In  thefe  he  will 
find  many  anecdotes  which  afford  a  light, 
lK)t  to.be  found  in  our  modemifed  hiftones. 
In  thefe  it  will  be  found,  that  Cortez  fet 
out  to^  take  gold  by  force,  and  not  by  efta- 
bliihing  any  fyftem  of  commerce  with  the 
natives,  the  only  jufl  reafon  of  effecting  a 
fettlement  in  a  foreign  country.  He  was 
aflced  by  various  ftates,  what  commodities 
or  drugs  he  wanted,  and  was  promifed  a- 
bundant  fupply.  He  and  his  Spaniards,  he 
anfwered,  had  a  difeafe  at  their  hearts, 
which  nothing  but  gold  could  one ;  and  he 
received  intellieence,  that  Mexico  abound- 
ed with  it.  Under  pretence  of  a  friendly 
conference,  he  made  Montezuma  his  pri« 
ibner,  and  ordered  him  to  pay  tribute  to 
Charles  V.  hnmenfc  fums  were  paid,  boc 
the  demand  was  beundlcfs.    Tumults  cn« 


fued.  Cortea  difpli^ed  amazii^  general- 
fhip,  and  (bme  Bullions  of  thofe,  who  in 
enumerating  fo  the  Spaniards  the  greatneft 
of  MonteaEuma,  boafted  that  his  yearly  fa* 
orifices  confumed  20,000  men,  were  now 
facrificed  to  die  difeafe  of  Cortez's  heart. 
Pizarro,  however,  in  the  barbarity  of  his 
foul,  far  exceeded  him.  There  is  a  venr 
bright  fide  of  the  charadter  of  Cortez.  If 
we  forget  that  his  avarice  was  the  can(e  of 
a  moft  unjuil  and  moft  bloody  war,  in  every 
other  refped  he  will  appear  one  of  the 
greateft  of  heroes.  But  Pizarro  is  a  cha- 
rafter  completely  deteftable,  delHtote  of 
every  fpark  of  generofity.  He  maflacred 
the  Peruvians,  he  faid,  becaufe  diey  were 
barbarians,  and  he  himfelf  could  not  read* 
Atabalipa,  amazed  at  the  art  of  reading, 
got  a  Spaniard  to  write  the  word  Dios  (the 
Spaniih  for  God)  on  his  finger.  On  trying 
it  the  Spaniards  agreed  in  what  it  fignified> 
he  difcovered  that  Pizarro  could  not  read. 
And  Pizarro,  in  revenge  of  Ac  contempt 
he  perceived  in  the  face  of  Atabalipa,  or- 
dered that  prince  to  be  tried  for  lus  life, 
for  having  concubines,  and  being  an  idola- 
ter. Atabalipa  was  condemned  to  be  burn- 
ed ;  but  on  fabmittiog  to  baptiiby  he  waa 
only  hanged. 

of 
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of  gold  duft  were  given  in  ranfom  for  two  others.  A  rivulet  at 
the  place  of  landing  was  named  by  Gonfalez,  Rio  del  Oro,  on 
the  River  of  Gold.  And  the  iflands  of  Adeget,  Arguim,  and 
de  las  Garfos,  were  now  difcovered. 

The  Guinea  blacks,  the  firft  ever  fecn  in  Portugal,  and  the 
gold  dujft,  excited  other  paflions  befidc  admiration.  A  company 
was  formed  at  Lagos,  under  the  aufpices  of  Prince  Henry,  to 
carry,  on  a  trafKc  with  the  new  difcovered  countries  ;  and  as  the 
Portugucfc  conifidered  themfelves  in  a  ftate  of  continual  hoftility 
with  the  Moorr,  about  two  hundred  of  thefe  people,  inhabi-^ 
tants  of  the  Iflands  of  Nar  and  Tider,  in  1444^  were  brought 
prifoners  to  Portugal.  And  Gonzalo  de  Cintra  was  the  next 
year  attacked  by  the  Moors,  fourteen  leagues  beyond  Rio  del 
Oro,  where  with  feven  of  his  men  he  was  killed. 

This  hoftile  proceeding  difpleafed  Prince  Henry,  and  in  1446 
Anthony  Gonfalez  and  two  other  captains  were  fent  to  enter 
into  a  treaty  of  peace  and  traffic  with  the  natives  of  Rio  del 
Oro,  and  alfo  to  attempt  their  converfion.  But  thefe  propofals 
were  rejcdled  by  the  barba^iansj^  one  of  whom,  however,  came 
voluntarily  to  Portugal,  and  Juan  Fernandez  remained  with  the 
natives^  to  obferve  their  manners  and  the  produds  of  the  coun- 
try«  In  the  year  following  Fernandez  was  found  in  good  health 
and  brought  home  to  Portugal.  The  account  he  gave  of  the 
country  and  people  affords  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  mifery  of 
barbarians.  The  land  an  open,  barren,  fandy  plain,  where  the 
wandering  natives  were  guided  in  their  journeys  by  the  ftars  and 
flights  of  birds ;  their  food  milk,  lizards,  locufls,  and  fuch 
herbs  as  the  foil  produced  without  culture ;  and  their  only  de- 
fence from  the  {Scorching  heat  of  the  fun.  fome  miferable  tents, 
which  they  pitch  as  occafion  requires  on  the  burning  fajids. 

In  1447  upwards  of  thirty  (hips  followed  the  route  of  traffio^ 
which  was  now  evened ;  and  John  M  Camilla  obtained  the  in-^ 
famy  to  ftand  the  £rft.on  the  lift  of  ;tbofe  names,  whofe  viU 
lanies  have  difgraced  the  fpirit  of  commerce,  and  afforded  the 
loudefli  complaints  againft  tne  progrefs  of  navigation..  Difiatif- 
fied  with  the  value  of  his  cargo,  he  ungratefully  fcized  twentv 
of  the  natives  of  Gomera,  (one  of  the  Canaries)  who  had  affif- 
ted  him,  and  with  whom  he  was  in  friendlv  alliance,  and  brought 
them  as  flaves  to  Portugal.  But  Prince  Iienry  refented  this  out- 
rage, and  having  given  them  fome  valuable  prefents  of  clotheSt 
reftored  the  captives  to  freedom  and  their  native  country •^ 
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The  converfion  and  rcdudtion  of  the  Canaries  was  alfo  this 
year  attempted ;  but  Spain  having  challenged  the  difcovcry  of 
thefe  iflands,  the  expedition  was  difcontinued.  In  the  Canary 
iflands  was  found  a  feodal  cuftom ;  the  chief  man  or  governor 
was  gratified  with  the  firft  night  of  every  bride  in  his  diftrift. 

In  1448  Fernando  Alonzo  was  fent  ambafTador  to  the  King 
of  Cabo  Verde  with  a  treaty  of  trade  and  converfion,  which 
was  defeated  at  that  time  by  the  treachery  of  the  natives.  In 
1449  the  Azores  were  difcovered  by  Gonfalo  Velio,  and  the  coaft 
fixty  leagues  beyond  Cape  Verde  was  vifited  by  the  fleets  of 
Henry.  It  is  alfo  pertain  that  fome  of  his  commanders  pafled 
the  equinodtial  line.  It  was  the  cufirom  of  his  failors  to  leave 
his  motto  Talent  de  Bien  Faire,  wherever  they  came; 
and  in  1525  Loaya,  a  Spanifh  captain,  found  that  device  carved 
on  the  baric  of  a  tree  in  thei  iile  of  St.  Matthew,  in  the  fecond 
degree  of  fouth  latitude. 

Prince  Henry  had  now  with  the  moft  inflexible  perfeverance 
profccuted  his  difcoveries  for  upwards  of  forty  years.  His 
father,  John  1.  concurred  with  him  in  his  views,  and  gav<f 
him  every  afliftance;  his  brother.  Kin?  Edward,  during  his 
Ihort  reign,  ,was  the  fame  as  his  father  had  been ;  nor  was  the 
eleven  years  regency  of  his  brother  Don  Pedro  lefs  aufpicious 
to  him  *.  But  the  mifunderftanding  between  Pedro  and  his 
nephew  Alonzo  V.  who  took  upon  him  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment in  his  feventeenth  year,  retarded  the  defigns  of  Henry, 
and  gave  him  much  unhappinefs ;]:.  At  his  town  of  Sagrez, 
from  whence  he  had  not  moved  for  many  years,  except  when 
called  to  court  on  fome  emergency  of  ftate,  Don  Henry,  now 
in  his  fixty-feventh  year,  yielded  to  the  flroke  of  fate,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1463,  gratified  with  the  certain  profpeft,  that 
the  route  to  the  eaftern  world  would  one  day  crown  the  enterprizes 
to  which  he  had  given  birth.  He  had  the  happinefs  to  fee 
the  naval  fuperiority  of  his  country  over  the  Moors  eflablifhed 

*  The  difficulties  he  funnoimted,  and  the  town  of  Sa^rez  to  defend  hit  brother  at 

nfilbmce    he  received,     are    inconteftible  court,    but  m  vsdn.    Pedro,   finding  the 

proofs,  that  an  adventurer  of  inferior  birth  youne  king  in  the  power  of  Braganza,  fled, 

oonld  never  have  carried  hit  defigns  into  and  loon  ^ter  was  Killed  in  defending  him* 

execution.  felf  againfl  a  party  who  were  fent  to.  feiae 

I  Don  Pedro  was  villainoufly  accufed  of  him.    His  innocence,  after  his  death,  was 

treacherous  defigns  by  his  baftard  brother,  fully  proved,  and  his  nephew  AIoiubo  V. 

|he  firft  Duke  o?  Braganza.    Henry  left  his  gave  him  an  honourable  burial* 

on 
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<m  Aexnoft  folid  bafis^  its  trade  greatly  upon  the  increafe^  and 
what  he  efteemed  his  greateft  happinefs,  for  the  piety  of  his 
hear^  was  iincere^  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  had  given  a  mor« 
tal  wound  to  Mohammedifm^  and  had  opened  the  door  to  an 
univerfal  propagation  of  chriftianity  and  tne  civilization  of  man? 
kind.  And  to  him,  as  to  their  primary  author,  are  due  all  the 
ineftimable  advantages  which  ever  have  flowed,  or  ever  will 
flow  from  the  difcovery  of  the  greatefl  part  of  Africa,  of  the 
£ail  and  Wefl  Indies,  Every  Improvement  in  the  flate  and 
manners  of  thefe  countries,  or  whatever  country  may  be  yet  dif- 
covered,  is  ftriftly  due  to  him ;  nor  is  the  difference  between 
the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe  and  the  monkifh  age  in  which  he 
was  born,  lefslfSie  refult  of  his  genius  and  toils.  What  is  an 
Alexander  crowned  with  trophies  at  the  head  of  his  army  com- 
pared with  a  Henry  contemplating  the  ocean  from  his  window 
on  the  rock  of  Sagrez  !  The  one  fuggefls  the  idea  of  the  evil 
daemon,  the  other  of  the  Deity. 

From  the  year  1448,  when  Alonzo  V.  afTumed  the  power  "of 
government,  till  the  end  of  his  reign  in  1471,  little  progrefs 
was  made  in  maritime  affairs,  and  Cape  Catharine  was  only 
added  to  the  former  difcoveries.  But  under  his  fon  John  IL 
the  deiigns  of  Prince  Henry  were  profecuted  with  renewed 
vigour.  In  148 1  the  Portuguefc  built  a  fort  on  the  Golden 
Coail,  and  the  King  of  Portugal  took  the  title  of  Lord  of 
Guinea.  Bartholomew  Diaz,  in  i486,'  reached  the  river  which 
he  named  dell  Infante  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Africa,  but  de- 
tcjrred  by  the  florms  of  that  region  from  proceeding  farther, 
on  his  return  he  had  the  happinefs  to  be  the  Difcoverer 
of  the  Promontory,  unknown  tor  many  ages,  which  bounds 
the  fouth  of  Afiric.  This,  from  the  florms  he  there  encoun- 
tered, he  named  the  Cape  of  Tempefls;  but  John,  elated 
with  the  promife  of  India,  which  this  difcovery,  as  he 
juflly  deemed,  included,  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  The  arts  and  valour  of  the  Portuguefe  had  now  made 
a  great  irapreffion  on  the  minds  of  the  Africans.  The  King 
of  Congo,  a  dominion  of  great  extent,  "fent  the  fons  of  fome 
qf  his  principal  officers  to  Lifbon  to  be  inftrudled  in  arts  and 
peligion ;  and  ambafladors  from  the  King  of  Benin  requefled 
teachers  to  be  fent  to  his  kingdom.  On  the  return  of  his 
iubjedls,  the  King   and  Queen  of  Congo,  with    100,000   of 

f-  their 
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their  {)e6^U>  were  baptized.  An  atnbiU&dor  alfo  arrived  fVbttt- 
the  ChrSAiift  Emperor  of  AhfSirAt,  ahd  Pedro  de  CovUlattl 
ahd  Alon^o  de  Payva  were  fent  by  latid  to  penetrate  into  the^ 
E4ft>  tllftt  they  might  acquire  whatever  intelligence  might  fad- 
lititc  the  defired  navigation  to  India;  Covillam  and  Payva 
parted  ftt  Toro  in  Arabia  and  took  diiFerent  routs.  The 
rorri^'6V  havihg  vifited  Conailor,  Calicut,  and  Goa  in  India,  re- 
tUriifed  to  Grand  Cairo,  where  he  heard  of  the  death  of  his 
Companion.  Here  alfo  he  ittet  the  Rabbi  Abrahani  of  Bcja, 
who  Was  employed  for  the  fame  purpofe  by  kin|;  John.  Covil- 
l&m  fent  the  Rabbi  hortie  with  an  account  Of  wfiat  cduntries  he 
had  fecn,  and  he  himfelf  proceeded  to  Ormuz  and  Ethiopia, 
but  as  Camoens  expreiTes  it :  * 


to  Ais  native  Ihore, 


Enriched  with  knowledge,  Be  returned  no  more. 

Men,  whofe  genius  led  them  to  maritime  affairs,  began 
now  to  be  poflefTed  by  an  ardent  ambition  to  diftinguifh  them* 
felves ;  and  the  famous  Columbus  offered  his  fervice  to  King 
John,  and  was  rejefted.  Every  one  knows  the  difcovcries  of 
this  jgreat  adventurer,  but  his  hiflory  is  generally  mifunderftood*. 
It  is  by  fome  believed,  that  his  ideas  of  the  fphere  of  the  earth 

**  Greatly  mifanderilood,    even  by  the  mathematician  Henry  was  the  author  of  diat 

iDgenioos  author  of  the  Account  cf  tht  En*  grand  difcovery,  and  of  the  ufi  of  the  oom* 

ropean  Settletmnts    in  America.      Having  pafs.      Every  alteration  here  afcribed  to 

mentioned  the  barbarons  fbtte  of  Enroj^ ;  Colambus,   had  dmoft  fifty  years  befbrs 

<<  Mathematical  learning  fays  hk;>  was  little  been  efieded  by  Henry.     Even  Henir'a 

valued  or  cultivated.    The  true  fyHem  of  idea  of  failing  to  India  was  adpj^ted  by  Co- 

tKe  hdivens  was  not  dreamed  of.    There  lumbus.    It  wa!^  every  where  his  propoiid. 

was  no  knowledge  at  all  of  the  real  form  of  When  he  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies^  ko 

the  earthy  and  in  general  the  ideal  of  man-  thought  he  had  found  the  Ophir  of  Solomon* 

Idnd  were  not  extended  beyond  their  fenfi*  and  mence  thefe  iflands  received  their  gene- 

ble  horiason.    In  this  ftate  of  aifairs  Chrif-  rai  name,  and  on  his  return  he  told  Jomi  XL 

topher  Columbus^  a  native  of  Genoa,  un-  that  he  had  been  at  the  iflands  of  India, 

dertook  to  extend  the  boundaries  which  ig-  To  find  the  ^ice  iflands  of  the  Eaft  was  his 

nbrance  had  given  to  the  woiid.     This  nropofal  at  the  court  of  Spain  ;  and  even  oil 

man's  de%n  arofe  from  the  juft  idea  he  had  his  fourth  and  lail  voyage  in  1502,  threo 

formed  of  the  figure  of  the  earth" All  years  after  Gama's  return,  he  promiied  the 

a  miilake.  Henry,  who  undertook  to  ex-  Idng  of  Spain  to  find  India  by  a  weftward 
tend  the  boundaries  which  ignorance  had  pa£ge.  But  though  great  aifcoveries  re- 
given  to  the  world,  had  extended  them  warded  his  tmls,  his  firft  and  laft  purpofe 
mnch  beyond  the  fenfible  horizon  long  ere  he  never  compleated.  It  was  referved  for 
Columbus  appeared.  Cohimbus  indeed  Magalhaens  to  difcover  the  wtftward  route 
taught  the  Sj^aniards  the  ufe  of  longitude  to  the  Eaflem  World* 


and  latitude  in  navigation,  bat  that  great 


gave 


INTRODUCTION.  xxxy 

fave  birth  to  his  opimon,  that  there  mufl  be  an  immenfe  uixr 
nown  continent  in  the  w^&,  fuch  asr  America  is  now  knov^n 
to  bp ;  and  that  his  propofals  were  to  go  in  fearch  of  it  *.  But 
the  fimple  truth  is,  Columbus,  who,  as  we  have  certain  cvi- 
denee,  acquired  his  ikill  in  navigation  among  the  Portugueie^ 
could  be  no  ilranger  to  the  defign  long  meditated  in  that  king-> 
dom,  of  difcovering  a  naval  route  to  India,  which,  according 
to  ancient  geographers  and  the  opinion  of  that  age^  was  fuji- 
ppfed  to  be  me  next  land  to  the  weft  of  Spain.  And  that 
India  and  the  adjacent  iflands  were  the  regions  fought  by  Cor 
kunbus,  is  alfo  certain.  John,  who  efteemed  the  route  to  India 
as  almoft  dij(covered,and  in  the  power  of  his  own  fubjedls,  rejeded 
the  propofals  of  the  foreigner.  But  Columbus  met  a  more 
favourable  reception  from  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  the  king  and 
queen  of  Caftile.  To  interfere  with  the  route  or  difcoveries, 
opened  and  enjoyed  by  another  power,  was  at  this  time  efteemed 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations.  Columbus,  therefore,  though 
the  objed:  was  one,  propofed,  as  Magalhaens  afterwards  did  for 
the  fame  reafon,  to  fteer  the  weftward  courfe,  and  having  j/f. 
1492  difcovered  Home  weftern  iflands,  in  1493,  on  hip  return  to 
Spain>  he  put  into  the  Tagus  with  great  token?  pf  the  richeiJ 
pi  his  difcovery.  Some  of  the  Portuguefe  courtiers,  the  fame 
yngenerous  minds  perhaps  who  advifed  the  rejedlion  of  Colum- 
bus bec^ufe  he  was  a  foreigner,  propofed  the  afTaflination  of 
that  ^reat  man,  thereby  to  conceal  from  Spain  the  advantages 
q£  Jii^  pas^igation.  But  John*  though  Colunibus  rather  roughly 
upbraided  him,  looked  upon  him  now  yrith  a  generous  rejgrel;, 
and.difmifT^  laim  with  honour.  The  king  of  Portugal,  how- 
cwr^  wjts  alarmed,  left  the  difcov£ries  qf  Columbus,  interfered 
with  thofepf  hisx:rown,  and  gave  order-s  to  equip  a  war  fleet 
to  protei^  his  rig}its.  But  matters  \vere  adjufted  by  embaHles^ 
and  tbaf:  <:clehiraf ed  treaty  by  whigh  Spaja:^nd  Portugal  divided 
the  Wefiern  and  Eaftern  Worlds  ,b.etween  themfeives.  The 
.caftcjfn  half  of  the  world  was  allottfed  ^r  the  Portuguefe,  and 
the  weftern  for  the  Spanifti  navigation*     The  line  of  meridian 

•  Qopiara  and  other.  Spanifh  writers  re-  mutucated  the  journal  of  his  voyage  to  Cd- 

late,  that  WhU6.Coiaaii»s  lived  in  lyiaddra.  Iambus.     But  this  fbry,    as  it  ftandi  «t 

^jF^h  '^f:^^^  i^^ver  of  a  ihip's  crew»  ls^xg^,.is  involved  in  cootradi6Uon  without 

diM  tk  Jiis  Jbiouie.    This  jpilot,  they  fay^  '    proof,  and  i«  every  where  efteemed  a  ^le 

Uid'beeflrdnventd^e  Weft  Indies  or  Aaie^  of'laalke. 


imii|r  tempcft,  and  on  Jus  death-bed  com- 


f  2  from 
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from  the  hofth  to  the  fouth  pole  Wais  their  boundary,  and  thxrt 
each  nation  had  one  hundred  and  feighly  degrees,  Withih' wMch 
they  riiight  eftablifh  fettlfements  and  extend  thcTi*  diffcoveriesrl 
And  a  Papal  Bull,  whidh,  for  dbvious  reaforis^  prohibited  thA 
Jpropagatioii  of  the  gofpel  in  thefe  bobnds  by  the  fubjedts  bf  any 
other  ftate,  confirmed  this  amicable  and  extraordinary  treaty. 
•  Soon  after  this,  while  the  thoughts  of  kin^  John  were,  intent 
on  the  difcovery  of  India,  his  preparations 'were- -iHtcfropted  by 
his  death.  But  his  earneft  defires  and  greitdciigns.  were  in-» 
herited,  together  with  his  crown,  by  his  coufin  Emma'nuch 
And  in  1497,  ^^^  7^^^  before  Columbus  made  the  voyage  whicli 
difcovered  the  mouth  of  the  river  Oronoko,'  Vafco  de  Gama 
failed  from  the  Tagus  on  the  difcovery  of  India. 

Of  this  Voyage,  the  fubjeft  of  the  Luiiad,  many  piartrciulars 
are  neceifarily  mentioned  in  the  notes ;  we  fhall  therefore  only 
allude  to  thefe,  but  be  more  explicit  on  the  others,  which  are 
omitted  by  Camoens  in  obedience  to  the  rules  of  the  Epopaea.  ' 

Notwithftanding  the  full  torrent  of  popular  clamour  againft 
the  undertaking,  Emmanuel  was  determined  to  profecutc  the 
views  of  Prince  Henry  and  John  II.  Three  floops  of  war  and 
a  ftore  ftiip  manned  with  only  160  men  were  fitted  out  i 
for  hoftility,  was  not  the  purpofe  of  this  humane  expe-^ 
dition.  Vafco  de  Gama,  a  gentleman  of  good  family,  who, 
in  a  war  with  the  French,  had  given  fignal  proofs  of  his  naval 
jfkill,  was  commiflioned  admiral  and  general,  and  his  brother 
Paul,  for  whom  he  bore  the  fincereft  affeftion,  with  his  friend 
Nicholas  Coello,  were  at  his  requeft  appointed  to  command 
under  him.  It  is  the  greateft  honour  of  kings,  to  diftinguiffi 
the  charadters  of  their  officers,  and  to  employ  them  accordingly. 
Emmanuel  in  many  inftances  was  happy  in  this  talent,  par- 
ticularly in  the  choice  of  his  admiral  for  the  difcovery  of  India. 
All  the  enthufiafm  of  defirc  to  accomplifh  his  end,  joined  with 
the  greateft  heroifm,  the  quickeft  penetration,  and  cooleft  pru* 
dence,  united  to  form  the  charadter  of  Gama.  On  his  appoint-^ 
ment  to  the  command,  he  confefled  to  the  king  that  his  mind 
had  long  afpired  to  this  expedition.  The  king  expreffed  great 
confidence  in  his  prudence  and  honour,  and  gave  him,  with  his 
Own  hand,  the  colours  which  he  was  to  carry.  On  this  banner, 
which  bore  the  crofs  of  the  military  order  of  Chrift,  Gama, 

with 
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jWith  great  cnthufiafm  to  merit  the  honours  beftowed  upon  him, 
jook  the  oath  of  fidelity.  .       • 

About  four  miles  from  Lifbon  there  is  a  chapel  on  the  fca 
fide.  To  this,  the  day  before  their  departure,  Gama  conducted 
the  companions  of  his  expedition.  He  was  to  encounter  aa 
ocean  untried,  and  dreaded  as  unnavigable,  and  he  knew  the 
force  of  the  ties  of  religion  on  minds  which  are  not  inclined  to 
^difpute  its  authority.  The  whole  night  was  fpent  in  the  chapd 
in  prayers  for  fuccefs,  and  in  the  rites  of  their  devotion.  On 
the  next  day,  when  the  adventurers  marched  to  the  fleet,  the 
ihore  of  Belem  *  prcfented  dne  of  the  moft  folemn  and  affeding 
fcenes  perhaps  recorded  in  hiflory.  The  beach  was  covered 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Lifbon.  A  numerous  proceflion  of 
priefls  in  their  robes  fung  anthems  and  offered  up  invocations 
to  heaven.  Every  one  beheld  the  adventurers  as  brave  innocent 
men  going  to  a  dreadful  execution,  as  rufhing  upon  certain 
death ;  and  the  vaft  multitude  caught  the  fire  of  devotion,  and 
joined  aloud  in  the  prayers  for  fuccefs.  The  relations,  friends> 
and  acquaintances  of  the  voyagers  wept ;  all  were  affeded ;  the 
figh  was  general;  Gama  himfelf  fhed  fome  manly  tears  on 
parting  with  his  friends,  but  he  hurried  over  the  tender  fcene^ 
and  haflened  aboard  with  all  the  alacrity  of  hope.  Immediately 
he  gave  his  fails  to  the  wind,  and  fo  much  affecSbed  were  the 
many  thoufands  who  beheld  his  departure,  that  they  remained 
unmoveable  on  the  ihore  till  the  fleet,  under  full  fail>  evanifhe4 
from  their  fight.  .j 

It  was*  on  the  8th  of  July  when  Gama  left  the  Tagus.  The 
flag  fhip  was  commanded  by  himfelf,  the  fecond  by  his  brothcc^ 
the.  third  by  Coello,  and  the  flore  fhip  by  Gonfalo  Nun^o. 
Several  interpreters,  fkilled  in  the  Ethiopian,  Arabic,  and  oihv 
o:iental  languages,  went  along  with  them.  Ten  malefadors^ 
men  of  abilities,  whofe  fentences  of  death  were  reverfed,.qn 
condition  of  their  obedience  to  Gama  in  whatever  embaffies  or 
dangers  among  the  barbarians  he  might  think  propec  to  employ 
them,  were  alfo  on  board.  The  fleet,  favoured  by  the  weather, 
palTed  the  Canary  and  Cape  de  Verde  iflands,  but  had  now  to 
encounter  other  fortune.  Sometimes  flopped  by  dead.  calm% 
but  for  the  moft  part  toft  by  tcmpefts,  which,  increiafcdilheli 

*  Or  Bethkhcoit  fo  named  from  the  chapel. 

violence. 
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violence  and  horrors  as  they  proceeded  to  the  fouth.     Thu» 
driven  far  to  fea  they  laboured  through  that  wide  ocean  which 
furrounds  St.  Helena,  in  fipas,  fays  Faria,  unknown  to  the  Pqi:- 
tuguefc  difcoverers,  none  of  whom  had  (ailed  fo  far  to  the  weft. 
From  the  28  th  of  Jtkly,  the  day  they  paffed  the  ifle  of  St.  James, 
they  had  feen  no  (hore,  and  now  on  November  the  4th  they 
were  happily  relieved  by  the  fight  of  land.     The  fleet  anchored 
in  a  large  *  bay,  and  Coello  was  fent  in  fearch  of  a  river  where 
they  might  take  in  wood  and  frefti  water.     Having- found  one 
convenient  for  their  purpofe  th,e  fleet  made  toward  it,    and 
Gama,  whofe  orders  were  to  acquaint  himfelf  with  the  manners 
of  the  people  wherever  he  touched,  ordered  a  party  of  his  men 
to  bring  him  fome  of  the  natives  by  force  or  ftratagem.     One 
they  caught  as  he  was  gathering  honey  on  the  fide  of  a  moun- 
tain, and  brought  him  to  the  fleet.     He  expreflfed  the  greateft 
indiflFercnce  01  the  gold  and  fine  clothes  which  they  fliewed 
him,  but  was  greatly  delighted  with  fome  glaflfes  and  little  brafs 
bells.     Thefe  with  great  joy  he  accepted,  and  was  fct  on  fhore ; 
and  foon  after  many  of  the  blacks  came  for,  and  were  gratified 
with  the  like  trifles  ;  and  for  which  in  return  they  gave  great 
plenty  of  their  beft  provifionfj.     None  of  Game's  interpreters, 
however,  could  underftand  i  word  of  their  language  or  receive 
any  information  of  India.     And  the  friendly  intercourfe  between 
the  fleet  and  the  natives  wa^  foon  interrupted  by  the  imprudence 
^f  Velofo,    a  young  Portuguefe,    which  occafioned  a  fcufflc 
wherein  Gama's  life  was  endangered.     Gama  and  fome  others 
were  on  fhore  taking  the  altitude  of  the  fun,  when  in  confe- 
quencc  of  Velofo's  rafhnefs  they  were  attacked  by  the  blacks 
with  great  fury.     Gama  defended  himfelf  with  an  oar,  and  re- 
ceived a  dart  in  his  foot.     Several  others  were  likewife  wound- 
ed,   and  they   found  their  fafely  in  retreat.     The  {hot  from 
the  (hips  facilitated  their  efcape>  and  Gama  cftecming  it  im- 
prudent to  wafte  his  ftrength  in  attempts  entirely  foreign  to  iht 
defign  of  his  voyage,  weighed- anchor,  and  fteercd  in  fearch  of 
.the  extremity  of  Afric. 

In  this  part  of  the  voyage,  fays  Qforius,  in  illo  autem  curfu 
nmldd  Gama  virtus  enituit  *  >  -The  heroifm  of  Gama  vyas  greatly 
^Uipbyed.     The  wave&  fwcstled  like  mountains  in  height,  the 

•  Nw  oillal  8t.  Helen's. 

(hips 
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ihips  (etrfktd  now  heaved  up  to  the  clouds,  iand  now  appeared 
ti^  precipitated  by  gulphy  whirlpools  to  the  bed  of  the  ocean. 
The  wind«  were  piercine;  cold>  and  (6  boifterous  that  the  pilot's 
voice  could  feldom  be  heard,  and  a  difmal,  almoft  continual 
darknefs,  which  at  that  tempeftuous  feafbn  involves  thefe  Teas, 
added  all  its  horrors.  Sometimes  the  ftorm  drove  them  foutli- 
ward,  at  other  times  they  were  obliged  to  Hand  on  the  tack  and 
yield  to  its  fury,  preferving  what  they  had  gained  with  the 
greateft  difficulty. 

With  fuch  mad  feas  the  daring  Gama  fought 

For  many  a  day,  and  many  a  dreadful  night, 

Inceflfant  labouring  round  the  ftormy  Cape, 

By  bold  ambition  led'    ■■  Thomson* 

During  any  gloomy  interval  of  the  ftorm,  the  failors,  wearied 
out  with  fatigue,  and  abandoned  to  defpair,  furrounded  Gama> 
and  implored  him  not  to  fuffer  himfelf,  and  thofe  com- 
mitted to  his  care,  to  perifh  by  fo  dreadful  a  death.  The 
impoflibility  that  men  fo  weakened  fliould  ftand  it  much 
longer,  and  the  opinion  that  this  ocean  was  torn  by  eternal 
tempefts,  and  therefore  had  hitherto  been,  and  was  unpaffable, 
were  urged.  But  Gama's  refolution  to  proceed  was  unalter- 
able*.    A  formidable  confpiracy  was  then  formed  againft  his 

*  Hie  voyftj^e  of  O^tui  has  heistk  called  diofe  which  attacked  Gama.  All  the 
xnercly  a  coaftmg  one^  and  therefore  much  three  commandefs  were  endangered  bf 
left  dimgeross  and  heroical  than  that  of  Co-  mutiny ;  bat  none  of  their  crews,  fave 
lombni,  or  of  Magalhaens.  Bat  this,  it  is  Gama's,  coiild  orge  the  c^nion  of  ages, 
prefomedy  is  one  of  the  opinions  haftily  and  die  example  of  a  living  captun,  uiat 
taken  up,  and  founded  on  ignorance.  Co«  the  dreadful  ocean  which  diey  atten^ted 
lumbus  and  Magalhaens  undertook  to  navi-  was  impaflable.  Columbus  and  Magalhaent 
gate  unknown  oceans,  and  fo  cUd  Gama ;  always  found  means,  after  detecting  a  con-^ 
with  diis  dilRsrence,  that  the  ocean  aromid  ^racy,  to  keep  the  reft  in  hofje ;  but 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  Gama  Gama's  men,  when  he  put  die  pilots  in 
was  to  encounter,  was  believed  to  be,  and  irons,  continued  in  the  utmoft  defpair.  Co- 
had  been  avoided  by  Diaz,  as  unpaflable.  lumbus  was  indeed  ill  obeved ;  Magalhaena 
Prince  Henry  fuggefted  that  the  current  of  ibmetimes  little  better }  but  nothing,  fave 
Cape  Bajador  might  be  avoided  by  ftandinjg;  the  wonderful  authority  of  Gama's  com- 
to  lea,  and  thus  that  Cape  was  firft  paffed.  SMnd,  could  have  led  his  crew  through  the 
Gama  for  this  reafon  cud  not  coaft,  but  tempeft  which  he  fnrmounted  ci^  he  doub^ 
ftood  to  fea  for  upwards  of  three  months  of  die  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Columbus,  widt^ 
tempelhiotts  weadier.  The  tempefts  whiA  Jkis^<Ttw,  mnft  have  returned,  'tw^e^ge^f 
afRided  Columbus  and  Magalhaens  are  by  dients  with  which  he  uied  to  foothe  them, 
their  diflcrent  hiilorians  defcrlbed  with  cir-  would,  under  his  authority,  have  had  no 
cumftances  of  lefs  horror  and  danger  than  avail  in  the  tempeft   which    Gama  rode 

through. 
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IjiJh^^  Biit,bi84>rother  difcovered  iv  and  the  courage  and  pnh* 
4ence  of  Gama  defeated  its  deiign.  He  put  the  chief  con- 
Ipirators  and  all  the  pilots  in  irons^  and  he  himfelf^  his  bro- 
ther>  Coello^  and  fome  others^  flood  night  and  day  to  th^ 
helms  and  direded  the  courfe.  At  laft^  after  having  many 
daySy  with  uncohquered  mind^  withftood  the  temped  and  aa 
enraged  mutiny  (molem  perfidiaj  the  ftorm  fuddenly  ceafed^  and. 
they  beheld  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

.  On  November  the  20th  all  the  fleet  doubled  that  promon- 
tory, and  fteering  northw^ard,  coafted  along  a  rich  and  beautiful 
^ore,  adorned  with  large  forefts  and  numberlefs  herds  of  cattle* 
AM  was  now  alacrity ;  the  hope  that  they  had  furmounted  every 
danger  revived  their  fpirits^  and  the  admiral  was  beloved  and 
adpiired.  Here,  and  at  the  bay,  which  they  named  St.  Bias, 
ihey  took  in  provifions,  and  beheld  thefe  beautiful  rural  fcenes, 
jiefcribed  by  Camoens,  And  here  the  ftore  floop,  nowof.no 
farther  fervice,  was  burnt  by  order  of  the  admiral.  On  De- 
cember the  8th  a  violent  tempeft  drove  the  fleet  from  the  fight 
of  land,    and  carried  them    to  that   dreadful   current   which 

Sl^de  the  Moors  deem  it  impofliblc  to  double  the  Cape, 
,  ama,  however,  though  unlucky  in  the  time  of  navigating 
thefe  ^eas,  was  fafely  carried  over  the  current  by  the  violence. 

fhtthugh.     •Fitim  every  circomftance  it  is  in  that  fea  was  happy.    The  navigad<m  of 

evident  that  .Qama  bad  determined  not  to  the  ftraits  of  Magellan  and  the  Pacific  aip 

return y    unlefs  he  found  India.     Nothing  in  this  country  little  known  ;  but  the  courfe 

le&  i\iEiu  fuch  'refolution  to  perifh  or  attain  of  Gama  is  at  this  day  infinitely  more  ha- 

his  poi^t  could  have  led  him  on.    But  Co-  sardous  than  that  of  Columbus.    If  Colom* 

lumbuSy   ill  obeyed  indeed,  returned  from  bus  found  no  pilots  to  condud  him,  bot 

die  mouth  of  the  river  Oronoko,  before  he  encountered  bis  greateft  dangers  in  foundbf 

bad  made  a  certain  difcovery  whether  the  his  courfe  among  the  numerous   weftt^ 

land  was  ifie  or  continent.    When  Gama  iflands,  Gama,  though  in  the  Indian  ooeaft 

met  a  flrong  current  off  Ethiopia  he  bore  aflifted  by  pilots,  had  as  great  trials  of  hj^ 

on,  though  driven  from  his  courfe.     Co-  valour,  and  much  greater  ones  of  his  prtt* 

luoibus  fleering  fouthward  in  fearch  of  con-  dence.     The  force  and  the  deep  treacHerooB  * 

tinent  met  great  currents.     He  imagined  arts  of  the  Moors,  were  not  found  i|x  th^ 

they  were  the  rifing  of  the  fea  towards  the  weft.     All  was  fimplicity  among  the  n^tiv^ 

<;anopy  of  heaven,    which  for  ought  he  there.     The    prudence    and   torefieht.  df 

knew,   fay  the  Univerfal  Hiftorians,  they  Gama  and  Columbus  were  of  the  l4c)^^ 

might'   touch    towards    the    fouth.       He  rate ;  Magalhaens  was  in'  theTe  fbmetinies 

therefore  turned  his  courfe,  and  fleered  to  rather  inferior.     He  loft  his  -own,  and  ^t 

the  weft.     The  paffing  of  the  ftraits  of  Ma-  lives  of  the  greateft  part  of  his  p'ew,  bjr 

gellan,  however  hazardous,  was  not  attend-  hazarding  a  land  engagement  at  the  advice 

ed  with  fuch  danger  as  Gama  experienced  of  a  judicial  Itflrologer.    See  the  note,  p. 

at  the  Cape.     The  attempt  to  crofs   the  477.  ..-..-'.  .  ..  — 

JPadfic  w^  greatly  daring,  but  his  voyage 

of 
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of  a  tempeftf  and  having  recovered  the  fight  f)f  land,  as  his 
f^eft  courfe,  he  fleered  northward  along  the  coafl.  On  the 
lOth  c^  January  they  defcried,  about  230  miles  from  their  lafi 
watering  place,  fome  beautiful  iflands,  with  herds  of  cattle  frifk- 
ingin  tne  meadows.  It  was  a  profound  calm,  and  Gama  flood 
i)ear  to  land.  The  natives  were  better  dreffed  and  more  ctvi^ 
lised  than  thofe  they  had  hitherto  feen.  An  exchange  of  pre* 
fents  was  niade,  and  the  black  king  was  fo  pleafed  with  the 
pcditenefs  of  Gama,  that  he  came  aboard  his  (hip  to  fee  him. 
At  this  place,  which  he  named  Terra  de  Natal,  Gama  left  two 
of  the  malefactors,  to  procure  what  information  they  could 
againfl  his  return.  On  the  15th  of  January,  in  the  dufk  of  the 
evening,  they  came  to  the  mouth  of  a  large  river,  whofe  banks 
were  fhaded  with  trees  loaded  with  fruit.  On  the  return  of 
day  they  faw  feveral  little  boats  with  palm-tree  leaves  making 
towards  them,  and  the  natives  came  aboard  without  hefitation 
or  fear.  Gama  received  them  kindly,  gave  them  an  entertain- 
ment, and  fome  filken  garments,  which  they  received  with 
vifible  joy.  Only  one  of  them  however  could  fpeak  a  little 
broken  Arabic.  From  him  Fernan  M artinho  learned,  that  not 
£at  diflant  was  a  country  where  fhips,  in  fhape  and  fize  like 
Gaina'^,  frequently  reforted.  This  gave  the  fleet  great  fpirits, 
iind  the  admiral  named  this  place  The  River  of  Good  Signs. 

Here,  while  Gama  careened  and  refitted  his  fhips,  the  crews 
were  attacked  with  a  violent  fcurvy,  which  carried  off  feveral 
of  his  men.  Having  taken  in  frefh  provifions,  on  the  24th  of 
February  he  fet  fail,  and  on  the  firfl  of  March  they  defcried 
four  iflands  on  the  coafl  of  Mozambic.  From  one  of  thefe 
tthey  perceived  feven  vefTels  in  full  fail  bearing  to  the  fleet. 
Thefe  knew  Gama's  fhip  by  the  admiral's  enfign,  and  made  up 
tQ  her,  faluting  her  with  loud  huzzas  and  their  inflruments  of 
mufiCi  Gama  received  them  aboard,  and  entertained  them 
with  great  kindncfs.  The  interpreters  talked  with  them  in 
Arabic.  The  iiland,  in  which  was  the  principal  harbour  and 
trying  town,  they  faid,  was  govftrned  by  a  deputy  of  the  king 
of  Quiloa^  and  many  Saracen  merchants,  they  added,  were 
fettled  here,  who  traded  with  Arabia,  India,  and  other  parts  of 
^he  world.  Gama  was  overjoyed,  and  the  crew  with  upliftod 
hands  returi^ed  thanks  to  heaven. 

g  Pleafed 


f^leifed  with^thc  prefehM  which  Gamft  fent  himr'^'rfi'ima^ 
gifting  that  the  Portuguefo  wfereMohammeaflttil^cMW^ifbfrdb^ 
Zaoocia  the  governor,  drefled  fri'  rich  tmbtoxd^y^  catpa  txyooiW 
gwitulate  the  admiral  on  his  arrival  in  ihc  Eaft^ '  A$/h<i-ij^- 
proached  the  fleet  in  great  pomp,  Gania  removt^tlid'ficfcotit 
of  fight,  and  ordered  all  thofe  in  health  to  attend  abbve  deck,, 
armed  in  the  Portuguefe  nMnner )  for  he  foreftw  What  wottld 
happen  when  the  Mohammedans  fltoulddifcovtir' it*  Wai'^tf 
Ghriftian  fleet.  During  the  entertainment  provided  for  hiho>[ 
Zacocia  feemed  highly  pleafed,  and  aflced  feveral  queffion^ 
about  the  arftis  and  religion  of  the  ftrangers.  Gama  fbeWeil' 
him  his  arms,  and  explained  the  force  of  his  cannon,  but  he 
did  not  aflfea  to  know  much  about  religion ;  however  he 
fi^nkly  promifcd  to  (hew  him  his  books  of  devotion  when- 
ever a  few  days  refrefhmcnt  would  give  him  a  more  convenient 
trme.  In  the  meanwhile  he  intreated  Zacocia  to  fend  him  feme 
pilots  who  might  condudt  him  to  India.  Two  pilots  were  next 
day  brought  by  the  governor,  a  treaty  of  peace  was  folemnly 
concluded,  and  every  office  of  mutual  friendfhip  feemed  to 
proraife  a  lading  harmony.  But  it  was  foon  interrupted.  Za-* 
cocia,  as  ^n  as  he  found  the  Portuguefe  were  GhrifHans^  ufed 
every  endeavour  to  deftroy  the  fleet.  The  life  of  Gama  was 
attempted.  One  of  the  Moori(h  pilots  deferted^  and  ibme  of 
fhe  Portuguefe,  who  were  on  fhore  to  get  frefh  watof,  were 
attacked  by  fcven  barks  of  the  natives,  b^it  were  reicued  by  a 
timely  afllftance  from  the  fhips. 

'  Befides  the  hatred  of  the  Chriflian  name,  iiyfpired  by  their 
religion,  the  Mohammedan  Arabs  had  other  reafons  to  wifb 
the  deftruiftion  of  Gama.  Before  this  period,  thefe  Arabs  were 
almoft  the  only  merchants  of  the  Eaft ;  they  had  colonies  ifi 
every  place  convenient  for  trade,  and  were  the  folc  mafters  of 
the  Ethiopian,  Arabian,  and  Indian  feas.  They  clearly  fore- 
faw  the  confequences  of  the  arrival  of  Europeans,  and  everj^ 
art  was  foon  exerted  to  prevent  fuch  formidable  rivals  from  ef^ 
fc<fting  any  footing  in  the  Eafl.  To  thefe  Mohammedail 
traders,  the  Portuguefe,  on  account  of  their  religion,  gave  the 
name  of  Moors. 

Immediately  after  the  fkirmifh  at  the  watering-place>  Gama» 
having  one  Moorifh  pilot,  fet  fail,  but  was  foon  driven  back  ta 
the  fame  ifland  by  tempefluous  weather.     He  now  rcfolvcd  to 

take 
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takf  injr<(h  water  by  force.  Tke  Moors  perceived  his  intent 
lioay  about  two  tboufkod  o£  whom  fi^ng  from  ambuih^ 
stacked  the  Portug^seie  detachment  But  the  prudence  of 
GauM  had  jQOt  been  ail^ep.  His  (hips  Wfsre  ftatipned  with  art^ 
and  his  artillery  not  only  difperfed  the  hoftile  Moors^  bat  re* 
duced  their  town,  which  was  built  of  wood,  into  a  heap  of 
aihes.  Amopg  ibme  priibners  taken  by  Paulus  de  Qama  Xyas  ^ 
pilots  a^d  Zacocia  beggiiig  forgivenefs  for  h^s  treachery,  iei>$ 
iMiother»  whofe  (kill  ia  navigation  he  greatly  commend^. 

A  war  with  the  Moors  was  now  begun.  .  Qdfnt  perceived 
that  their  jealoufy  of  European  rivals  gave  him  nothing  to  expe^ 
but  open  hofUlity  and  iecret  treachery;  and  he  knew  what  ou-^ 
merous  colonies  they  had  on  every  trading  coaft  o£  the  Eaft, 
To  imprefs  them  therefore  with  the  terror  of  his  arms  on  theif 
firft  a6i  of  treachery,  was  wprthy  of  a  great  commander.  Nor 
was  he  renufs  in  his  attention  to  the  chief  pilot,  who  had  beeq 
laft  fent.  Hepercetved  io  him  a  kind  of  anxious  cndeavQur  to  bear 
near  fome  little  iflands,  and  fuipe^ing  there  were  uniieen  rocks 
in  that  courfe,  he  confidently  cnarged  the  pilot  with  guilt,  and 
^ordered  him  to  be  feverely  whipped.  The  puni/hment  pro- 
duced a  confeffion  and  promifes  of  fidelity.  And  he  now  ad- 
vifed  Gama  to  (land  for  Quiloa,  which  he  aiTured  him  was  in- 
habited by  Chrifiians.  Three  Ethiopian  Chriftian^  had  com:e> 
aboard  the  fleet  while  at  Zacocia's  iiknd,  and  the  current  opi- 
fiions  of  Prefter  John's  country  inclined  Gama  to  try  if  ho 
could  find  a  port,  where  he  might  expedt  the  afijftance  of  a 
people  of  his  own  religion.  A  violent  florm  however  drove 
|he  fleet  from  Quiloa,  and  being  now  near  Mombaze,  the  pilot 
advifed  him  to  enter  that  harbour,  where,  he  faid,  there  were 
alfo  many  Chriftians. 

The  city  of  Mombaza  is  agreeably  fituated  on  an  ifland,. 
formed  by  a  river  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  by  two| 
i2K>uths.  The  buildings  are  lofty  and  pf  firm  ilone,  and  the^ 
country  abounds  with  fruit  trees  and  cattle.  Gama,  happy  to 
find  a  harbour  where  every  thing  wore  the  appearance  of  civi- 
lization, ordered  the  fleet  to  cafl:  anchor,  wnich  was  fcarcely 
done,  when  a  galley",  in  which  were  loo  men  in  Turkiih 
habit,  armed  with  bucklers  and  fabres,  rowed  up  to  the  flag 
ifaip.  All  of  thefe  feemed  defirous  to  come  aboard,  but  only; 
four^-who  by  their  dffifs  feeQied  oificersj  were  admitted;  nor, 
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tWre  th«fe'fillbwcd,  till  ftript  of  their  arms.  Ai  foon  a»  oA 
board,  they  extolled  the  prudence  of  Gama  in  refiifing  admit- 
tance to  armed  ftrangers ;  and  by  their  behaviour,  feemed--de« 
firoUs'  to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  the  fleet.  Their  oouhtrjr, 
they  boafted,  contained  all  the  riches  of  India,  and  their  kingv 
they  profeiTed,  was  ambitious  of  entering  into  a  friendly  treaty 
with  the  Portuguefe,  with  whole  renown  be  was  well  ac- 
quainted. And  that  a  conference  with  his  majefty  and  th^ 
offices  of  friendfhip  might  be  rendered  Aiofe  convenient,  Gabia 
was  requefted  and  advited  to  enter  the  harbour.  As  no  place 
could  be  more  commodious  for  the  recovery  of  the  (ick,  and  th^ 
whole  fleet  was  fickly,  Gama  refolved  to  enter  the  port ;  and  m 
the  meanwhile  fent  two  of  the  pardoned  criminals  as  an-embaflfy 
to  the  king.  Thefe  the  king  treated  with  tl»  greateft  kindr 
nefs,  ordered  his  officers  to  fliew  them  the  ftrength  aiid  opu- 
lence of  his  city;  and  On  their  return  to  the  navy,  he.ienta 
prefent  to  Gama  of  the  mofl:  valuable  fpices,  of  which  hb 
boafted  fuch  abundance,  that  the  Portuguefe,  he  faid,  if  they 
regarded  their  own  interefl:,  would  feek  for  no  other  India.     • 

To  make  treaties  of  commerce  was  the  buflnefs  of  Gama> 
one  fo  advantageous,  and  fo  defired  by  the  natives,  was  there^- 
fore  not  to  be  refufed.  Fully  fatisfied  by  the  report  of  his  fpieSf 
he  ordered  t6  weigh  anchor  and  enter  the  harbour.  His  own 
fhip  led  the  way,  when  a  fudden  violence  of  the  tide,  made 
Gama  apprehenfive  of  running  aground.  He  therefore  ordered 
the  fails  to  be  furled  and  the  anchors  to  be  dropt,^  and  gave  a 
(ignal  for  the  reft  of  the  fleet  to  follow^  his  example.  This 
mainoeuvre,  and  the  cries  of  the  failors  in  executing  it,  alarmed 
the  Mozambic  pilots.  Gonfcious  of  their  treachery,  they 
thought  their  defign  was  difcovered,  and  leapt  into  the  fea> 
Some  boats  of  Mombaza  took  them  up,  and  refufing  to  put 
them  on  board,  fet  them  fafely  on  fhore,  though  the  admiral 
repeatedly  demanded  the  reftoration  of  the  pilots.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  evident  proofs  of  treachery,  vrere  farther  confirmed 
by  the  behaviour  of  the  king  of  Mombaza.  In  the  middle  of 
the  night  Gama  thought  he  heard  fome  noife,  and  on  examina* 
tion,  found  his  fleet  furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  Moors, 
who,  in  the  utmoft  privacy,  endeavoured  to  cut  his  cables. 
But  their  fcheme  was  defeated ;  and  fome  Arabs,  who  remained 
on  board,  confefled  that  no  Chriilians  were  refiidcnt  either  at 
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Qailoa  or  Moinbaza;  The  ftorirr  which  drove  them  from  the 
dne  place,  and  their  bte  efcape  atthc  other,  were  now  beheld 
:as  manifeilations  of  the  Divine  favour,  and  Gama,  holding  up 
his  hands  to  heaven,  afcribcd  his  fafety  to  the  care  of  Provi- 
Vidence*.  Two  days,  however^  elapfcd,  before  they  could 
get  clear  of  the  rocky  bay  of  Mombaze,-  and  having  now  ven- 
tured to  hoift  their  fails,  they  fleered  for  Mclinda,  a  port,  they 
had  been  told,  where  many  merchants  from  India  reforted.  In 
their  way  thither  they  took  a  Mooridi  veflel,  out  of  which 
Gama  feleded  fourteen  prifoners,  one  of  whom  he  perceived  by 
his  mein  to  be  a  perfon  of  diftindlion. ,  By  this  Saracen,  Gama 
was  informed,  that  he  was  near  Melinda,  that  the  king  was 
hofpitable,  and  celebrated  for  his  faith,  and  that  four  fhips  frc^n: 
India,  commanded  by  Chriftian  ^mafler^,  were  in  that  harbour. 
The  Saracen  alfo  offered  to  go  as  Gama's  meflcnger  to  the  king, 
and  promifed  to  procure  him  an  able  pilot  to  conduA  him  to 
Calicut,  the  chief  port  of.  India. 

'    As  the  coaft  of  Melinda  appeared  to  be  dangerous,  Gama 

anchored  at  fome  diftance  from  the  city,    and  unwilling  to 

hazard  any  of  his  men,  he  landed  the  Saracen  on  an  ifland  op- 

poiite  to  Melinda.     This  was  obferved,  and  the  ftranger  was 

brought  before  the  king,  to  whom  he  gave  fo  favourable  an 

account  of  the  politenefs  and  humanity  of  Gama,  that  a  prcr 

fentxxf  feveral  fheep,  and  fruits  of  all  forts,  was  fent  by  his  ma- 

jefty  to  the  admiral,  who  had  the  happinefs  to  find  the  truth  of 

what  his  prifoner  had  told  him,  confirmed  by  the  m afters  of 

the  four  (hips  from  India.     Thefe  were  Chriftians  from  Camr 

Ibaya. '   They  were  tranfportcd  with  joy  on  the  arrival  of  tlw 

Pcntuguefe,  and  gave  feveral  ufeful  inftru&ons  to  the  adrpiral.. 

The  city  of  Melinda  was  fituated  in  a  fertile  plain,  furround- 

•ed  with  gardens  and  groves  of  orange-trees,  wjhofe  flowers  ditp 

fufed  a  moft  grateful  odour.     The  plaftures;  \)krere  covered  wifh 

herds^  and  the  houfes  built  of  fquare  ftones,  were  both  elegai^t 

and  ^magnificent.     Defirous  to  make  an  alliance  with,  fuch,  a 

:ftate,  Gama  requited  the  civility  of  the  king  with  great  genft- 

roiity.     He  drew  nearer  the  (hore,  and  urged  his  inftrudti6}xs 

as  apology  for  not  landing  to  wait  upon  his  majefly  in  perfop.. 

*  h  aft«i;wanlt  appe^ed»  that  the  Moorifli  king  of  Mombaza  had  been  informed  iof: 
what  happened  at  Mozambic,  and  intended  to  revenge  it  by  the  total,  deflrcdlon  bftne 
fleet*  •  '       ^  '  *  ,*j 
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The  apology  was  accepted,  and  the  king,  whofe  age  and  infir- 
mity prevented  himfclf,  fcnt  his  fon  to  congratolatc  Gama,  and 
enter  into  a  treaty  of  friendihip*     The  prince,  who  had  fomc- 
timc  governed  under  the  direAion  of  his  father,  came  in  great 
pomp.     His  drefs  was  royally  magnificent,  the  nobles  who  at- 
tended him  difplayed  all  the  riches  of  filk  and  embroidery,  and 
the  mufic  of  Melinda  refounded  all  over  the  bay«     Gama,  to 
cxprefs  his  regard,    met  him   in  the  admiral's   barge.     The 
prince,  as  fbon  as  he  came  up,  leapt  into  it,  and  diftingui(hing 
the  admiral  by  his  habit,  embraced  him  with  all  the  intimacy 
of  old  friendfliip.     In  their  converfation,  which  was  long  and 
fprightly,  he  difcovered  nothing  of  the  barbarian,  fays  Ofo- 
rius,  but  in  every  thing  Ihewed  an  intelligence  and  politenefs 
worthy  of  his  high  rank.     He  accepted  the  fourteen  Moors^ 
whom  Gama  gave  to  him,  with  great  pleafure.     He  feemed  to 
i^iew  Gama  with  enthufiafm,  and  confefled  that  the  make  of 
the  Portuguefe  fhips,  fo  much  fuperior  to  what  he  had  fecn, 
convinced  him  of  the  greatnefs  of  that  people.     He  gave  Gama 
an  able  pilot,  named  Melemo  Cana,  to  conduct  him  to  Calicut; 
and  requeued,  that  on  his  return  to  Europe,  he  would  carry  an 
ambaflador  with  him  to  the  Court  of  Lifbon.     During  the  few 
days  the  fleet  ftayed  at  Melinda,  the  mutual  friendfliip  increafed, 
end  a  treaty  of  alliance  was  concluded.     And  now,  on  April 
22,  refigning  the  helm  to  his  fkillful  and  honefl  pilot,  Gama 
hoifted  fail  and  fteered  to  the  north.     In  a  few  days  they  paiTed 
the  line,  and  the  Portuguefe  with  extacy  beheld  the  appearance 
of  their  native  iky.     Orion,  Urfa  major  ^nd  minor,  and  the 
other  ftars  about  the  northern  pole,  were  now  a  more  joyful 
difcovery  than  the  fouth  J  pole  had  formerly  been  to  them« 

t  A  circomftance  in  the  letters  of  Ame-  to  mark  them  oat.  -—All  this  is  tmly  curi- 
rigo  Vefpecci  defcrves  remark.  Defcribirig  ons,  and  affords  a  good  comment  on  the 
his  voyage  to  America^  Having  paft  the  temper  of  the  man  who  had  the  art  to  de* 
line,  fays  he,  **  e  come  dejidtrtfo  d\£er€  fraud  Columbos,  by  giving  his  own  name 
Autorechefignaffi  la  ft  eUa-^^^^AiovLi  to  ht  to  America;  of  whidi  he  challenged  the 
the  namer  and  difcoverer  of  the  pole  ftar  of  difcovery.  Near  fifty  years  before  the 
the  other  tiemifphere,  I  loft  my  lleep  many  voyage  of  Amerigo  Vefpncd,  the  Portu- 
nightsin  contemplating  the  ftars  of  the  other  guefe  had  crofTed  the  line  ;  and  Diaz  four- 
pole."  He  then  laments,  that  as  his  in-  teen,  and  Gama  near  three  years  before, 
ftniments  could  not  difcover  any  ftar  of  leis  had  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had 
motion  than  ten  .degrees,  he  had  not  the  diicovered  feven  ftars  in  the  conftellatioD  of 
fatisfa^ion  to  give  a  name  to  any  one.  But  the  fouth  ^le,  and  from  the  appearance  of 
as  he  obferved  four  ftars,  in  form  of  an  al-  the  four  moft  luminous,  had  dven  it  the 
mond,  which  had  but  little  motion,  he  name  of  The  Cro/sj  a  figure  which  it  better 
hoftd  in  his  next  voyage  he  ibottld  be  able  refembles  than  that  of  an  almond. 
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The  pilot  now  flood  to  the  eaft,  through  the  Indian  ocean,  and 
after  failings  about  three  weeks^  he  had  the  happinefs  to  con«- 
gratulate  ^Gama  t>tv  the  view  of  the  mountains  of  Calicut. 
Gama,  tranf^orted  with  extacy>  returned  thanks  to  heaven,  and 
ordered  all  his  prifoners  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  that  every  heart 
might  tafte  of  the  joy  of  his  fuccefsfol  voyage. 

About  two  leagues  from  Calicut  Gama  ordered  the  fleet  to 
Anchor,  tMd  was  foon  fufrounded  b^  a  number  of  boats.  By 
one  of  thefe  he  fent  one  of  the  parooned  criminals  to  the  city^ 
THc  appearanc^e  of  aii  unknown  fleet  on  their  coaft  brought 
immenfe  crowds  around  the  ftranger,  who  no  fooner  entered. 
Calicuty  than  he  was  lifted  from  his  feet  and  carried  hither  and 
thither  by  the  concburfc.  Though  the  populace  and  the  ftranger 
were  alike  earned  to  b^  underftood,  their  language  was  unintel- 
ligible to  eaeh  other,  till,  happy  for  Gama  in  the  event,  a 
Moorifli  merchant  accofted  his  meflTenger  in  the  Spanifh  tongue* 
The  next  day  fhisMbory  who  was  named  Monzaida,  waited  upon 
Gama  on  board  his  (hip.  He  was  a  native  of  Tunis,  and  the 
chief  pcrfon,  he  faidi  with  whom  John  II.  had  at  that  port 
eontra^ed  for  military  ftoi'es.  He  was  a  man  of  abilities  and 
great  intelligehce  of  'the  woi4d,  and  an  admirer  of  the  Portu- 

fuefe  valour  aridhonouf.  The  engaging  behaviour  of  Gama 
eightened  his  efteem  into  the  fincereft  attachment.  He  oflfered 
to  be  interpreter  fbr  the  admiral,  and  to  ferve  him  in  whatever 
befides  he  m^ht  pofliibly  bjcfriend  him.  And  thus,  by  one 
of  thofe  unforefdtti  circumftances,  which  often  decide  the 
greateft  events,  Gama  received  a  friend,  who  foon  rendered 
him  the  moft  critical  and  important  fervicel 

At  the  ficft  interview,  Monzaida  gave  Gama  the  fulleft  in- 
formation of  the  clime,  extent,  cuftoms,  religions,  and  varioua 
riches  of  India,  the  commerce  of  the  Moors,  and  the  charafter 
of  the  fovereign.  Calicut  was  not  only  the  imperial  city,  but 
the  greatefl:  port.  The  king  or  Zamorim,  who  refided  here,, 
was  acknowledged  as  emperor  by  the  neighbouring  princes  f 
and  as  his  revenue  confifted  chiefly  of  duties  on  merchandife,- 
he  had  always  encouraged  the  refort  of  foreigners  to  his^ 
harbours. 

Pleafed  with  this  promifing  profpeft,  Gama  fent  two  of  his 
cflicers  with  Monzaida  to  wait  upon  the  Zamorim  at  his  palace 
cf  Pandarene,  a  few-  miles  from  the  city.     They  were  admitted 
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to  the  royal  apartment,  and. delivered  their  embafly ;  to  which 
ffce  Zamorim  replied^  that  the  arrival  of  the  admiral  of  To  great  a 
pHnce  as  Emmanuel  gave  him  inexprefiible  pleafwte,  and  that 
he  would  willingly  embrace  the  offered  alliance.  .  In  the  mean- 
while,  as  their  prefent  ftation  was  extreamly  dangerous,  he  ad* 
yifed  them  to  bring  the  (hips  nearer  to  Pandarene,  aiid  for  this 
^urpofe  he  fent  a  pilot  to  the  fleet. 

-  A  few  days  after  this,  the  Zamorim  fent  his  iirft  minifter,  or 
Catual,  attended  by  feveral  of  theNayres,  or  no^lity,  to  con-* 
du£t  Gama  to  the  royal  palace.  As  an  interview  with  the  ^d- 
Aiorim  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  compleat  the  purpoie  of  bis 
voyage,  Gama  immediately  agreed  to  it,  though  ijirjimyhrrj 
he  had  already  experienced  (ince  his  arrival  in  the  eaftCflTShis, 
ihewed  him  the  perfonal  danger  which  he  thus  hazarded.  He 
gave  his  brother  Paulus  and  Coello  the  command  of  the  fleet 
in  his  abfence;  and  in  the  orders  he  left  them,  difplayed  a 
heroifm  fupcrior  to  that  of  Alexander,  when  he  crofled  the 
Granicus.  That  of  the  Macedonian  was  ferocious  and  frantic, 
the  ofl^spring  of  vicious  ambition  ;  that  of  Gama  was  the  child 
of  the  ftrongeft  reafon,  begotten  upon. the  mofl:  valorous  mental 
dignity  :  It  was  the  high  pride  <^  hpnpur,  9.  pride,  of  which 
the  man,  who  in  the  fury  of  battle  can  rufii  on  to  the  mouth 
of  a  cannon,  may  be  utterly  incapable.; 

The  revenue  of  the  Zamorim  arofe  chiefly  from  the  traffic 
of  the  Moors ;  the  various  colonies  of  thefe  people  were  com- 
bined in  one  intereft,  and  the  jealoufy  and  confternation  which 
his  arrival  in  the  eaftern  feas  had  fpread  aipong  them,  werecir- 
cumftanccs  well  known  to  Gama :  And  he  knew  alfo  what  he 
had  to  expert,  both  from  their  force  and  their  fraud.  But  duty 
and  honour  required  him  to  compleat  the  purpofe  of  his  voyage. 
He  left  peremptory  command,  that  if  he  was  detained  a  pri- 
foner,  o!r  any  attempt  made  upon  his  life,  they  fhould  take  no 
ftep  to  fave  him,  or  to  reverfe  bis  fate  j  to  give  ear  to  no  mef- 
fage  which  might  come  in  his  name  for  fuch  purpofe,  and  to 
enter  into  no  negociation  on  his  behalf.  Though  they  were  to 
keep  feme  boats  near  the  fhore,  to  favour  his  elbape  if  he  per- 
ceived treachery  ere  detained  by  force ;  yet  the  moment  that 
force  rendered  his  efcape  imprafticablc,  they  were  to  fet.  fail, 
and  carry  the  tidings  to  the  king.  For  as  this  was  his  only 
poncern^  he  would  fuiFer  no  rifk  that  might  lofe  a  man,  or  en* 

danger 


INTRODUCTION.  xlix 

dapgex  the-  home v^ard  voyage.  flaTifigJeft.there  unalterable^ 
orders^  he  went  a/bore  with  the  Catual,  attended  only,  bf^ 
twelve  pf  ^is.owp  ipen,  for  Jhe.  would  not  weaken  his  neett; 
though  he  knew  the.jpomp  b£, attendance  would  in  one  reipedb 
have  been  greatly  in  his  favour  at  the  firft  court  of  India. 

As  iboh  as.  landed^  he  and  the  Catual  were  carried  Iq  great' 
pompt  in  JTofas;  lipon  mens  ihoulders,  to  the  chief  templci  ^4j 
trom  ithence^  ajniaimmenfe  croiids^  to  the  royal  palace.   .  Tho, 
apartment  ahddrei^  i^f  jtlfetZaipdrim  were  fuch  as  might  be^cx^, 
pe££ed  from  the  luxury  and  wealth  of  India.     The^cmp^roi^'lajt; 
reclined  on  a  ipagniiicent  couch*  <furr6unded  with  hiis  nobility 
and^^cer^  of  ftate.     Gama  was  introduced  to  him  by  a  vene- 
xablMnN^l^j^  th^^cjiief  Bcamin.     Jt^Eis  majeily,  by  a  gentle 
nod,  appointe4.  th(;' Admiral,  to  iit  oa  one  of  the  fteps  of  his 
fofa*  aad  then  dcnqianded  his  embafly.     It  >vas  againfl  the  cuf-«- 
torn  of  his*  country*  Gama  replied^  Xp  .deliver  his  inftruiftions 
in  a  public  afTembly*'  he  therefore  defirod  tHat  the  king  and  a 
few  of  his  minifters  would  grant  him  a  private  audience.   This, 
was  complied  with||  ^nd.,Qamf,  in  z,  manly  fpeechf,  fet  forth, 
the  greatnefs  of  his  ioyereign  Emmanual*  the  fame  he  had, 
heard  of  the  Zamprim,  and  the  de£ire  he  had  to  enter  into  an 
alliance  with  fo  great  a  prince  ( iipr.  were  the  mutual  advantages, 
of  fuch  a  treaty  omitted  by  the  Admiral.  The  Zamorim*  in  reply^ 
profeiTed  great  eftisem  for  the  friendihip  of  the  king  of  Portugd^ 
apd  declared  his.  readinefs  to  enter  into  a  friendly  alliance.     He 
then  ordered  the  Catual  to  provide  proper  apartments  for -Gam  a 
in  hia  own  houfe  j  and  having  promiied  another  conference^  he 
difmifled  the  Admiral  with  aU  the  appearance  of  (incerity. 

The  charafter  of  ithis  monarch  is  ftrongly  marked  in  the 
hiilory  of  Portuguefe^  Afia.  Avarice  was  his  ruling  paifion; 
he  was  haughty  or  mean^  bold  or  timprous,  as  his  intereft  rofe 
or  fell  in  the  ballance  of  his  judgment;  wavering  and  irrefcHr 
lute  whenever  the  fcalea  feemfid  doubtful  which  to  preponderate. 
He  was  pieced  with  the  proj[ped:-6f  bringing  ^e  commerce  .o^ 
Europe  to  his  harbours^  but,  he  was  aUb  influenced  by  the 
thrcatSfoif  the  Moors.  ,,  j. 

Three  days  elapfed  ere  Gama  .was  again  permitted  to  fee  thq 
Zamorim.  At  this  fecond  audipnpe  he  prefented  the  letter  andf 
preients  of  Emmanuel. .  The,  letter  was'  received  with  polite-^ 
Uefs,  but  -.the  prefentSi^w^e^^^  yicWtd.with  ah  jeye/jdf[  cpi^cippt.^ 
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Odtntt  beheld  it^  ami  faid  he  onlf  came  to  difco7«f  thetottte  to' 
ndiat  and  therefore  was  not  char^  yrhh  valuable  gifts^  ere  the 
fHiend(hip  of  the  ftate,w<ierc'diey  might  chufe  to  trafec,  was 
known.    Yet  that  indeed  he  brought  tht  i&bft  valuable  cif  ill 
gifts,  the  offer  of  the  friendfliip  of  his  fovcreien,  and  the  eom-' 
merce  of  his  country.    He  then  etitreated  the  ling  not  to  reveal . 
^e  contents  of  Bmtnanueri?  letter  to  the  Moots;  and  the  king- 
y/riih  great  feemmg  frienddim  dcfircd  GamatoguJird^a^^ 
petfid^'  of  that  people.    Ana  at  tins  time,  h  is  highly  ptobablej^ 
tke'Z^morim  was  iincere.      ' 

Every  honr  fince  the  arrival  of  the  fleef,  the  Moors  had  held 
fecret  conferences.  That  one  man  Off  it  might  not  returfr^as 
their  purpofe;  and  every  method  to.accompliAt  this' Was  medi- 
tated. To  inftuence  the  kingagainft  the  PortugUefe,  to  aflafli'- 
tattt  Gama,  to  raife  a  |;eneriuinuirre(^on  to  deftroy  the  foreign 
navy,  aiit}  to  bribe  me  Catoal,  were  determined.  And  the 
Catnal,  the  matter  of  die  houfe  where  GaftKi  was  lodged,  ac- 
cepted tlie  brtbet  and  entered  into  their  intereft.  Of  all  thefe 
circumftances,  however,  Gama  was  apprifed  by  his  faithful  in- 
terpreter Monzaida,  whofe  afieiftion.to  the  foreign  Admiral  the 
Moors  hitherto  had  not  fufbefted.  Thus  informed,  and  having 
obttined  the  faith  x)f  an  alliance  from  the  fovereign.of  the  firft 
port  of  India,  Gama  refoived  to  elude  the  plots  of  the  Moors; 
«id  accordingly,  before  the  dawn,  he  fet  out  for  Pandarene,  in 
hope  to  get  aboard  his  fleet  by  fome  of  the  boats  which  he  had 
diucird  to  hover  about  the  fhore. 

•  But  the  Moors  were  vigilant.  His  efcapewas  immediately 
ki\owTi>  and  the  Catnal,  by  the  king's  Order,  pttrfucd  and  broughb* 
him  back  by  force.  The  Catual,  however,  for  it  was  neceuary 
for  their  fcnemes  to  have  die  ihips  in  their  power,  behaved 
with  poKtenefe  to  the  Admiral^  and  promifed  to  ufe  all  his  in- 
terefl  in  his  behalf. 

The  eagcmefs  of  the  Moors  iibW  contributed  to  the  fafety  of 
Oama.  Their  principal  merchants  Were  admitted  to  a  formal 
audience,  when  one  of  their  orators  accufed  the  Portugiiefe  as  a 
nation  of  faithlefs  plunderers :  Gama,  he  faid^  was  an  exiled 
pirate,  who  had  marked  his  courfe  with  blood  and  depredation^ 
If  he  were  not  a  pirate,  ftill  diere  was  no  excufe  for  giving  flich 
watlike  foreignew  any  footing  in  a  country  already  fupplicd 
with  sM  Aat  natare  and  commyerce  totild  give«  tie  expatiited^ 

on 
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on  the  grett  CeryiceM  whidi  the  Moorifli  tradiers  had  refldered  to 
Ctlicot^  or  wherever  they  fettled^  and  ended  wkh  t  thi-cfti» 
that  all  the  Moors  would  leaire  the  Zamoriin'd  jK>rt6^  kud  ftjifl 
fome  other  (fet^emeiitt  if  he  permitted  ^^ftforbigfiers  ahjfih 
in  the  commerce  of  hia  domiimms.  ■  •  :  ■^'  1 1^  m 

Howerer  flaggered  with  thefe  Arguments  and  threiB>t«/  tVb 
Zamorim  was  not  blind  to  the  felf-intereft  and  mtficfc  of  itk 
Mooor.  Her  therefore  orden^i  that  the  Admiral  dMMild  ^ce 
more  he  bron^t  before  him.  Ill  the  mea:!i while  iheCaMitf 
tried  many  ftratagems  to  get  die  fleet  into  the  hiif4)iMi'i  «kd  at 
loft,  in  th^  name  of  hia  mafter,  made  a*  ahlblute  demand  that 
the  fails  and  rudders  (hoald  be  delivered  up^  as  the  pledge  of 
Gama's  honeftj.  But  the(e  demands  were  as  abfolutely  refufed 
by'Oama^  who  lent  a  letter  to  his  brother  by  Mon'zaida^  ttii 
forcing  his  former  orders  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  deckrinj^ 
that  hie  fate  gave  him  no  coooern,  that  he  was  only  unhap^ 
left  the  lifuits  of  all  their  fatigue  end  dangers  (hould  be  lc4K 
After  two  days  Ipent  in  vain  altercation  widi  the  Catual^  Game 
was  brought  ai  a  prilbner  before  the  king/  The  king  repeated 
his  accufatioA,  upbraided  him  with  non-compliahce  to  the  re^ 
quefts  of  his  nfilnlAer,  yet  urged  him,  if  he  were  in  ^^Ic  or  pirate^, 
to  oonfefs  freely^  hi  which  eaie  ho  prorai(ed  fo  take  htm  inte^ 
his  lervioe>  ^aYid  highly  prentote  htm^  on  account  of  his  abilities; 
But  Oama,  who  Wii^  great  fpidt  had  baffled  all  the  ftratagems 
of  the  Catual,  behaved  with  the  fame  tindaunted  bravery  before 
iSie  king.  He^  z0^ttt4  his  hunocenbd^  pointed  out  the  mafit^ 
of  the  Modi%;  and  the  i6lprobabiKty  <^  ^hfs  piracy ;  boafted 
of  the  lafety  of  ^is  ileet,  ^efed  his  iife  rstthei'  thlft  Ills  fails 
and  rudders^  and  coiidluded'  with  threats  in'  Hie  nanie  of  his 
iovereign.  The  Zamorim^  dnriAg^th^  whole  conference,  eyed 
Oema  with  4i^  keeoeft  attention,  ^and  clearly  perceived  in  his 
QlMfaulti^lflg  meh<  ^'  dijrtitf;^trii^  and  4i^  conibioufne^ 
tluit  he  wae  the' AdtkiimI  dF  a  g^heiat  iMnarch.  In  threir  latfe  kd*^ 
drefs^-  the^hfobi^  hid '  trdlt(^i%h«^  Zambifnl  a#  foiii(Miat  H^^^ 
peftdaMT'ttpM  tiseto,  iaAd  H^'^th^af^bm^ 
netiwis  wo«rk|  <:ertainiy  ielfeif  iheir  dangerertift  iMppiitayiee.  ^Hl4 
avarice  Hkton^y  defir^  th^  <eommerce  of  T^rtbgal^^  and  h^: 
pride  was  Mattered  in  humbling  the  Mo6f«.  •  Ami  Mnany  pro^ 
pofals,  it  was  at  laft  agreed,  that  of  his  twelve  attendants  he 
(hould  leave  fevcn  as  hoftages^  that'*vf hat  goods  were  aboard  his 
V.    ^  ha  fleet 
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(fleet  fhonld  be  landed*  and  that  Gamlibemld  tcftfe^^ 
to  his  &ip»  after  which  the  treaty /G^'ccimmeite;'  and  ,aiH(iiicb 
^afi  to  be  finally  fettled.  AAd  thM$^\Hth«^  the^iflafflnatix)n::Of 
Gafna  feemed  inevitab)e»;  this  Zan^Qsimi  fnddeoty^drofMi  the^dc^ 
mand  of  the  fails  and  the  ruddetei'  te&tied  >lura  :fironi>hi0  de«- 
termined enemies*  and  reftored himtolibbrty |^ulthft conimand 
of  his  navy.  :  .       j       ♦'       :  : 

As  foon  as  he  was  aboanl  f  U>».  goods  we»:landin]»  accom- 
panied by  a  letter  from  'G«4ia  to  the  Zaiborfoi*.  therein  he 
boldly  complained  of  the  treachci^of  the  GatuaL  The  Zamo-* 
rim,  in  anhfvtr»  promiied  ta>m»k»  enquiiy*  and  to  punifh  him 
if  guilty,  but  did  nothing  in  the  affair.  Gama,  who  had  now 
anchored  nearer  to  the  city,  every  day  fent  two  or  three  different 
perfpns  on  fonie  bufinefs  to:Calicut,  .that  as  many. of  his  tneii 
as  poffible  might  be  able  to  give  fopie  account  of  India.  The 
Afoors>  in'  the  meanwhile,^  every  day  affatilted  the  ears  of  the 
king,  who  now  began  to  waver;  wheA  Grama,  who  had  given 
every  proof  of  his  defire  of  peace  and  friendship,  fent  another 
letter,  in  which  he  requeftea  the  Zamorim  to  permit  hiin  to 
leave  a  conful  at  Calicut  to  manage  the  affairs  of  Jdng  Enir 
manueL  But  to  this  requeil,  t)xe.  moft  r^afintaUe  nefult  of  a 
comniercial  trea^,  the  Zamorini^  retuErned.  a  tefufal  AiU  off  ntge 
and  indignation^  Gama»  how  fully  laafter  of;  the  chftra^er  of 
the  Zamorim,  refplved  to  treat  a  man  of  fuchjm.inconftant 
diihonourable  difpofition  with  a  coatemptnoUs  Qtenee^  This 
contempt  was  ielt  by  the  ^ifig,-  jsvho  yieldidl;  toTthe  advice  of 
the  Catual  and  the  entrejSMieff  of  the  Moors,  iei^edb  the  Portu-^ 
goefe  :goods,^  aiidt  Qrd^red  two^9f.theti(even|Jtio(kge6,  the  two 
who  had  the  chftrg^  of  thec^go,  ti^.bciiput:  injiifons. :  The  Ad- 
miral remonftrated  by  the  nsieans;  of  Monzaida,  but  .the  king 
ftill  perfifted  in  his:  treacherous  breadb  of  royal  faith.  Repeatcbd 
^icitations  made  hin^  ipore  haugh^^  and  it  was  now  thedurs 
and  intereft  of  Gama  ^uk.fqffc.  .  ^e  tpc^k ^v^fleU;  in  vthich 
were  fiz^  Nayrea  of  9ot>l^m^% ' 9^) !iMnf teien;:  of  thteir  ;fervjants«. 
The  iefyants  be.  £^t  aftu^rp  to  j^tprth^  ti^gli  tb^.  nobletxiea 
he  detained.  As  focm  as,  the  ni^f  had  time  to  fptfead  through 
the  city,  he  himlfted  his  iidls,  an4»  thpi^^h  wi^lva  flow  motion^ 
ii;eme4  to  proceed  oahMlH>new9^;foyage^>.;:^ 

*'  "*  now 
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Mivr  in  aA^  uproar }  the  friehcls  of  the  captive  noblemen  luf-^^ 
founded  the  pakce>  and  loudly  aceuied  the  policy  of  the  Mborsi 
The  Jcingi  in  all  the  perplexed  diftrcfs  of  a  haughty,  avariiiou^. 
weak  prince,-  fent  after  Gatna,  delivered  up  all  the  hoftagesi 
and  fubmitted  to  his  propdfals ;  nay,  even  folieitatedf  th!at  aa 
agent  (bduld  be  left,  ^tk,  e^en  defeended  to  the  meannefs  of **i 
palpable  lie.  The  two  fa£tors».  he  faid,  he  had  put  in  iroii^ 
only  to  detain  theiir  tiU  he  might  write  letters  to  his  brother 
Emmamiel,  and  the  goods  he  had  kept  on  fhore  thal^oin  agent 
might  he  fent  to  difpofe  of  them.  Gsmxay  howevef^  perceived 
a  myfterious  trifling,  and,  previous  to  any.teeatjr,^4nfifted  upon 
the  reftoration  of  the  goods. 

The  day  after  this  altercation  Monzaida  came  aboard  the  fleet 
in  great  perturbation. ^  The  Moors,  he  faid,  had  raifed  great 
commotions,  and  had  enraged  the  king  againft  the  Portuguefe* 
The  king's  (hips  were  getting  ready,  and  a  numerous  Moorifh 
fleet  from  Mecca  was  daily  expected.  To  delay  Gama  till  this 
force  arrived,  was  the  purpofe  of  the  court  and  of  the  Moors,, 
who  were  now  confident  erf  fueccfs.  To  this  information  Mon- 
zaida added,  that  the  Moors,  iufpefting  his  attachment  to 
Gama,;  had  determined  to^  aflfaflinate  him.  That  he  had  har« 
rowly  efcaped  from  them ;-  that  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  re-' 
cover  bis  eflSeds,  atid  that  his  only  hope  was  in  the  protection 
of  Gama.  Gama  rewarded  him  with  the  fricndfhip  he  merited, 
took  him  with  him,  as  he  defiredv  to  Lifbon,  and  procured 
hioi  a-iacompence  for  his  femces«. 

•  'Almoft' tmmrediately  after  Mon^aida^  (even  boats  arrived, 
loaded  with  ihe  goods^  and  ^  demanded  the  i-eflioration  of  the 
captive  noblemen.  Gama  took  the  goods  on  boardr  but  refufed 
to  examine  if  they  were  entire>  and  alfo  reftifed  to  deliver  the 
pn((baers«  He  had  been  promifed  an  ambaf&dor  to  his  £>ve- 
reign;  he  faid,  but  had  been  fo  often  deluded,  he  could  traft 
fuck  a  f^ithle&  people  no  longer,  and  would  therefore  carry  the 
cs^ves  in  his  power  to.tronvince  the  king  of  Portugal  what 
infiih&  and^injuftice  hia  ambiiflador  and  admiral  had  fuflfered 
from  the*  Zamorim  of.  Calicut.  Having,  thns  difmiflfed  thti 
Indians,  he  fired  his  cannon. and  hoifted  his.iails.i'  j^  x^lm, 
however,  detained  him  on  the  coaft  ibmeidays,>an|l  the.'Zamoi- 
rim  feizing  thte  opportunity,  fent  what  veflcls  he  could  fit  out,, 
twenty  ofa  larger  fize^.  fixty;  in  alU  iull  of.  armed  .men,  to  at** 

tack 
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tack  him.  Though  Gamia's  cannon  were  well  played,  confident 
of  their  numbers,  they  prefied  on  to  board  hindi  when  a  fuddea 
tempeft^  which  Gama'i  fhips  rode  out  in  fafetyf  miferably  dif-- 
perfed  the  Indian  fleet,  and  completed  their  ruin. 

After  this  vidory  the  Admiral  made  a  halt  at  a  little  ifland 
near  the  fliore,  where  he  ereded  a  crofs^,  bearin^Mie  name 
and  arms  of  his  Portuguese  majefty.  And.  fr^n  thu  place,  by 
the  hand  of  Monzaida.  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Zamorim, 
wherein  he  gave  a  full  and  circumftantial  account  of  all  the 

Elots  of  the  Catual  and  the  Moors«.  Still,  however,  he  profeifed 
is  defire  of  a  commercial  treatyt  and  promifed  to  reprefcnt 
the  Zamorim  in  the  beft  lis^ht  to  Enunanuel.  The  pruoners, 
he  faid,  ihould  be  kindly  uled,  were  only  kept  ai  ambafladors 
to  his  fovereign,  and  ihould  be  returned  to  India  when  they  were 
enabled  from  experience  to  giv6  an  account  of  Portugal.  The 
letter  he  fent  by  one  of  the  captiviss,  who  by  this  means  ob- 
tained his  liberty. 

The  fame  of  Gama  had  now  fpread  over  the  Indian  feas,  and 
the  Moors  were  every  wfcere  intent  on  his  deftrudtion,^  As  he 
was  near  the  ihore  ot  Anchediva,  he  beheld  the  appearance  of  a 
floating  iile,  covered  with  trees,  advance  towards  him.  Btit  his 
prudence  was  not  to  be  thus  deceived.  A  bold  pirate,  named 
Timoja,  by  linking  together  eight  veflels  full  of  inen  and  co^ 
vered  with  green  boughs,  thought  to  board  him  by  furprize. 
!put  Gama's  cannon  made  feven  of  them  fly  i  the  eiehth,  loaded 
with  fruits  and  proviflon,  he  took*  The  beautiful  ifland  of 
Anchediva  nowoflfered  a  conveoi^t  plaide  to  careen  his  (hips 
and  refrefli  his  men*  While  he  ftaid  here,  the  firft  minifter  of 
Zabajo  king  of  Goa,  one  of  the  moA  powerful  princes  of  India, 
came  on  board,  and  in  the  name  of  his  mailer,  congratu^ 
lated  the  Admiral  in  the  Italian  longue.  Provifions,  arms  and 
money  were  oflered  to  Gama,  and  be  was  entreated  to'  accept 
the  friendship  of  Zabajo^  The  Admiral  was  ftruck  with  admi-» 
ration,  the  addrefs  and  abilities  of  the  minifter  appeared  ia  ceo-* 
^icuous«  He  faid  he  was  an  Italian  by  birth,  but  ift  faiUrig  to 
Greece,  had  been  taken  by  pirates,  and  after  various  mislor^ 

^hyuu  tke  cuAom  oCAr  firil  difiovcitrt  one  to  St.  G«bw»  at  Mflnimbic,  tmt  to 
to  ereft  cioflts  on  places  remarkable  in  their  St.  Stephen*  at  Meliad%  one  to  St.  Ga« 
vofage.  Gama  emted  fix ;  one,  idedJcated  briel,  at  Calicatf  and  one  ta  St  Manr,  at 
10  St.  JtHphMd,  it  tkeiiyiir  of  Good  SgM,      ^e  ilM^  thoaoo  mmHt  nmx  Andiowa. 

tunes. 
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times,  had  been  neceffiuted  to  enter  snto  the  fervice  of  t  Mo« 
hammedan  prince,  the  noblenefs  of  whofe  difpofition  he  com- 
mended in  the  highei):  terms.     Yet,  with  all  his  abilities,  Gama 
perceired  zn  armil  inquifitiveneis,   that  namclefs   fomething 
which  does  not  accompany  fimple  honefty.     After  a  long  con- 
ference, Gtma  abropdy  upbraided  him  as  a  fpy,  and  ordered., 
htm  to  be  put  to  the  torture— ^  And  this  foon  brought  a  confef^^ 
iion,  that  he  was  a  Poloniaa  Jew  by  birth,  and  was  ient  to  ex- 
amine die  ftrength  of  the  fleet  by  Zabajo,  who  was  muftcring 
all  his  power  to  attack  the  Portuguefe.     Gama  on  this  imme- 
dia;tely  fet  fail,  and  took  the  fpy  along  with  him,  who  foon  after' 
was  haLptizcdf  and  named  Jafperde  Gama,  the  Admiral  being  hia 
godfather.    Afterwards  he  bocame  of  great  fervice  to  EmmanneL 
Gama  now  ftood  weftward  through  the  Indian  ocean,  and 
after  being  long  delayed  by  calms,  arrived  off  Magadoxa,  on  the 
coafl:  of  ^rica.     This  place  was  a  principal  port  of  the  Moors  ; 
he  therefore  levelled  the  walls  of  the  city  with  his  cannon,  and . 
burned  and  deftroyed  all  the  fhips  in  the  harbour.     Soon  aftei^ 
this  he  deicried  eight  Moorifh  veflels  bearing  down  upon  him ; 
his  artillery,  however,,  icon  made  them  nfe  their  oars  in  flighty 
nor  could  Gauaa  overtake  any  of  them  for  want  of  wind.    The 
hofpitable  harbour  of  Melinda  was  the  next  place  he  reached*. 
His  meuj  almoil  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  ficknefs,  here  re- 
ceived, a  (econd  time,  every  afliftance  which  an  accompliihed 
and  generous  prince  could  beflow*     And  having  taken  an  am-^^ 
baflHor  on  board,  he  again  fet  fail,  in  hope  that  he  might  pafi^ 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  while  the  favourable  weather  con-^ 
tinued,  for  his  acquaintance  with  the  eaflem  feas  now  fuggefled 
to  him,  that  the  tempe^luoui  ieafon  was  periodicaL     Soon  after 
he  fet  fail  his  brother's  (hip  flruck  on  a  fand  bank,  and  waa 
burnt  by  order  of  the  admiral.     His  brother  and  part  of  the 
crew  he  took  into  his  own  fliip,  the  reft  he  fent  on  board  of 
Cbello ;  nor  veere  more  handa  now  alive  than  were  neceiSary  tcr 
man  the  two  veiTels  which  rtttnatned.      Having  taken  in  pto-« 
vifioos  at  the  ifland  of  Zanzibar,  where  they  were  kindly  enter-s 
tained  by  a  Mohammedan  prince  of  the  fame  (e61t  wkh  the  king 
of  Melinda,  they  iafely  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on 
April  a6,   1499,  and  continued  till  they  reached  the  ifland  of 
St.  lago  in  favourable  weather*     But  a  tempcfft  here  foparated 
the  two  (hip^i  Midr  gave  Gama  and  Coello  an  opportunity  ta 
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fhcw  ihe  goodnefs  of  their  htutt,   in  a  manner^  which  does 
honour  to  human  nature. 

.  The  Admiral  was  now  near  the  Azores,   when  Paulas  de 
Gama,  long  worn  with  fatigue  and  ficknefs,  was  unable  to  en- 
dure the  motion  of  the  ihip.     Vafco,  therefore,  put  into  the 
illand  of  Tercera,  in  hope  of  his  brother's  recovery*  ;  And  fuch 
was  his  aiFedion,  that  rather  than  leave  him,  he  gave  the  com« 
xnand  of  his  ihip  to  one  of  his  ^ofiicers.     But  the  hope  of  re«» 
oovcry  was  vain.     John  de  Sa  proceeded. to  Lifbon  with  the  flag: 
ihip,  while  the  admiral  remained  behind  to  foothe.  the  death- 
bed of  his  brother,  and  perform  his  funeral  rites.   Coello,  in  the 
mean  while,  landed  at  Lifl>on, .  and  hearing  that  Gama  wras  not 
arrived, imagined  he  might  either  be  fhipwrecked  or  beating  about; 
in  diftrefs.     Without  feeing  one  of  his  family,  he.  immediately 
fet  fail,  on  purpofe  to  bring  relief  td  his  friend  and  Admiral. 
l^nt  this  generous  defign,    more  the  effe^Sb  of  frieadfhip  than^ 
juft  coniideration,  was  prevented  by  an  order  from  the  king, 
ere  he  got  out  of  the  Tagus. 

;  The  particulars  of  the  voyage  were  now  diflfufed  by  Coelio, 
Sifid  the;  joy  of  the  king  was  only,  equalled  by  the  admiration  of 
the  people.  Yet  while  all  the  nation  wais  fired  with  zeal  to  ex^ 
prefs  their  elleem  of  the  liappy  Admiral,  he  himfelf,  the  man 
who  was  fuch  an  enthufiafl  to  the  fucceft  of  his  voyage,  that 
he  would  willingly  have  facrificed  his  life  in  India  to  fecure  that 
fuccefs,  was  now  in  the  completion  of  it  a  deje&ed  mourner^ 
The  compliments  of  the  court  and  the  ihouts  of  the  ftreetwere 
irkfome.to  him,  for  his  brother,  the  companion  of  his  toils  and 
dangers,  was  not  there  to  fhare  the  joy.  As  foon  as  he  had' 
waited  on  the  king,  he  fhut  himfelf  up  in  a  lonely  houfe  near 
the  fea  fide  at  Bethlehem,  from  whence  it  was  fometime  ere  he 
was  drawn  to  mingle  in  public  life. 

.  During  this  important  exp6diM<:>n9  two  years  and  almoft  two 
months  elapfed.  Of  160  men  whoivW.ent  out,  only  55  returned.. 
Thefc  WQre  all  rewarded  by  the  king.  .  Coelio  was  penfioned 
with  100  ducats  a  year  and  made  ia;^dalgo,  or  gentleman. of 
the  king's  houfhold,  a  degree  of  nol^ility  in  Portugal.  The 
title, of  Don  was  annexed  to  the  family  of  Vafco  de  Gama;. 
h)p  was  i^ppointed  admiral  of  the  ea^ern  feas,  with  an  annual 
falary  q£  3000  ducats,  and  a  part  of  ^the  king's  arms  was  added 
to>  nis^.j  Public    thankfgivings    to  he^v^n  were. :.cplebrat«^ 
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throughout  the  churches  of  the  kingdom,  and  fcafts,  interludes, 
and  chivalrous  entertainments,  the  tafte  of  that  age,  demon- 
flrated  the  joy  of  Portugal, 

As  the  prophetic  Song  in  the  tenth  Lufiad  requires  a  com- 
mentary, we  fhall  now  proceed  to  a  compendious  hiftory  of  the 
negociations  and  wars  of  the  Portuguefc  in  India ;  a  hiftory, 
though  very  little  known,  of  the  utraoft  importance  to  every 
commercial  ftate,  particularly  to  that  nation  which  now  com- 
mands the  trade  of  the  Eaft. 

The  power,  intereft,  and  difpofition  of  the  Moors,  the  maf- 
ter^  of  the  caftem  feas,  pointed  out  to  Emmanuel  what  courfe  he 
ought  to  follow,  if  he^  intended:  to  reap  either  honour  or  ad- 
vantage from  the  difcovery  of  India.  The  accumulated  trea- 
chery of  the  Moors  had  kindled  a  war ;  force  was  now  necef^ 
fary ;  a  fleet  therefore  of  thirteen  fail  and  1 500  men  was  fitted 
out  for  India,  and  the  command  of  it  given  to  an  experienced 
officer,  Pedro  Alvarez  de  Cabral. 

The  chief  inftrudions  of  Cabral,  were  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
of  friendship  vsrith  the  Zamorim,  and  to  obtain  leave  to  build  a 
fort  and  fadlory  near  Calicut.  But  if  he  found  that  prince  ftill 
perfidious  and  averfe  to  an  alliance,  he  was  to  proceed  to  hof- 
tilities  on  the  firft  inftance  of  treachery. 

Cabral,  in  this  voyage,  was  driven  to  America  by  a  temped, 
and  was  the  firft  who  difcovered  the  Brazils.  As  he  doubled 
the  fouth  of  Africa,  he  encountered  a  moft  dreadful  ftorm  ;  the 
heavehs  were  covered  with  pitchy  darknefs  for  many  days,  and 
the  waves  and  winds  vied  with  each  other  in  noife  and  fury. 
Four  (hips,  with  all  their  crews,  perifhed ;  among  whom  was 
the  celebrated  Bartholomew  Diaz,  the  difcoverer  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  which,  as  if  prophetic  of  his  fate,  he  had 
nan:>ed  the  Cape  of  Tempefts. 

When  Cabral  reached  the  coaft  of  Zofala,  he  had  only  fix 
ihips.     Here  he  engaged  two  Moorifh  veflels,  laden  moftly  with 

fold  duft,  and  took  them.  But  finding  they  were  commanded 
y,  and  belonged  to  Fotcyma,  an  uncle  of  the  king  of  Melinda, 
he  not  only  reftored  the  prizes,  but  treated  the  Xeque  with  the 
greateft  courtefy.  At  Mozambique  he  agreed  with  a  pilot  to 
conduct  him  to  Quiloa.  The  king  of  this  place  and  the  admiral 
had  a  pompous  interview.  An  alliance  was  folemnly  concluded, 
•ut  Homeris,  brother  to  the  king  of  Melinda,  was  atQijiloa;  and 
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by  him  Cabral  was  infomwd  of  a  treacherous  preparation  to 
attack  him.  As  his  deftination  waB  for  Calicut,  he  delayed  re- 
venge, and  proceeded  to  Melinda.  Here  he  landed  the  Melin- 
dian  ambaflaAor,  who  had  been  fent  to  Portugal ;  and  here  his 
generous  treatment  of  tht  Xeque  Toteyma  ftrefnglhened  the' 
fiiendfliip  and  good  offices  which  had  begun  with  Gama. 

When  he  arrived  at  Calicut,  whether  he  was  conduced  by 
two  Melindian  pilots,  he  fent  Ayres  Correa  on  ihore  to  fettle 
the  manner  how  the  Zamorim  and  the  admiral  were  to  meet. 
Six  principal  Bramins,  whofe  names  wfcre  brotight  from  Por- 
tugal by  tne  advice  of  Mons^aida,  were  g^i^en  ^s  hoftages  for  the 
fafety  of  the  admiral;  and  the  Indian  noblemen,  who  had  been 
carried  away  by  Gama,  were  returned.  After  much  delay  with 
the  wavering  Zamorim,  a  commercial  alliance,  by  which  the 
Portuguefe  veffels  wfere  to  receive  their  lading  before  thofe  of 
any  omer  nation,  was  feleih^ly  confirmed  by  oath,  and  a  houfe 
was  appointed  as  a  fadtory  for  the  Portuguefe;  of  ^whidh 
Correa,  vrith  feventy  inin  Unfder  his  command,  took  immediate 
pofleffion. 

The  hiftory  of  an  infant  fettlement  is  like  that  of  infant 
Rome;  if  (hefmalleft  circumftances  are  not  attended  to,^  tih6 
fecret  fprings  of  aftion  efcape  us,  and  we  are  fure  to  be  led 
into  error.  Cabrars  fleet  was  to  he  laded  with  fpicer/f  but  the 
.  Moorifh  merchants,  dill  ilftent  on  the  ruin  of  their  rivals  the 
5Portuguefe,  did  every  thing  in  their  power  to  retard  it,  in  hope 
bf  another  rupture.  While  promifes  to  Cabral  trifled  away  the 
time,  the  Zamorim  defired  his  afl[ifl:ance  to  take  a  large  (hip 
belonging  to  the  king  of  Cochin,  who  not  only  intended  to 
invafle  his  dominions,  but  alfb'had  refufed  to  fell  him  an  ele- 
phant which  was  now  aboard  that  fhip.  There  were  two 
Moorifti  agents  with  whom  CabrSl  was  obliged  to  trarifadt  bufi- 
nefs.  To  Coje  Bequi  he  paid  the  greatefl:  refpedt,  for  he  found 
him  moft  worthy  of  it;  but  Cemireci,  the  other,  pretending 
great  friendftiip  to  Cabral,  advifed  him  by  all  means  to  gratify 
the  Zamorim  by  taking  the  fhip  of  Codhin.  This  veflTel  was 
large  and  full  of  foldiers,  but  Cabral  appointed  one  of  his 
Tmalleft,  commanded  by  Pedro  Ataide,  ndt  a  frxth  part  of  her 
•fi2e,  to  attack  her.  When  Ataide  firft  made  towards  the  enemy, 
the  Indian  infulted  him  with  every  fign  of  reproach ;  but  thp 
Portuguefe  cannon  drove  her  into  the  pOtt  df  Cananor,  a  pWe 
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forty  miles  to  the  north  of  Calicut,  Here  (he  lay  all  the  night, 
while  Ataide  watched  the  mouth  of  the  harbour ;  and  fearing 
to  be  burnt  in  the  port,  in  the  morning  (he  again  took  to  fea. 
But  Ataide  foon  came  up  with  her,  and  by  the  dexterous  ufe  of 
his  artillery,  made  her  fteer  what  courfe  he  pleafed,  and  at  laft 
drove  her  in  triumph  before  him  into  the  harbour  of  Calicut. 

This  affair  was  of  great  confequence  to  the  Portuguefe,  It 
not  only  raifed  a  high  idea  of  their  valour  and  art  of  war,  but 
it  difcovered  a  fcene  of  treachery,  and  gave  them  a  moil  bene- 
ficial opportunity  to  difplay  their  integrity  and  honour.  When 
Cabral  converfed  with  the  captives,  he  found  that  the  ftory  of 
the  elephant  and  the  iqvafion  yrtrc  falfe,  and  that  they  had  been 
warned  by  Cemired,  that  the  Portuguefe,  a  fet  of  lawlefe 
pirates,  intended  to  attack  them.  On  mis,  Cabral  not  only  re^ 
ilored  the  fhip  to  the  king  of  Cochin,  but  paid  fpr  what 
damage  (he  had  fuftained,  and  aflured  him  he  had  been  abufed 
by  the  villainy  of  the  Moors. 

The  Zamorim  profeffed  the  greateft  admiration  of  the  Portu^- 
guefe  valour,  yet  while  he  pretended  to  value  their  friendihip 
at  the  higheft  rate,  he  ufed  every  art  to  delay  the  lading  of  their 
ihips.  Twenty  days  was  the  time  ftipulated  for  this  purpofe, 
but  three  months  were  now  elapfed,  and  nothing  done,  Cabral 
feveral  time  complained  to  the  Zamorim  of  the  infringement 
of  treaty,  that  many  Moorifh  veflels  had  been  fufFered  to  lade, 
while  he  could  obtain  no  cargo.  The  Zamorim  complained  of 
the  arts  of  the  Moors,  and  gave  Cabral  an  order,  on  paying  for 
the  goods,  to  unlade  whatever  Moorifh  veflels  he  pleafed,  and 
to  fupply  his  own.  Cabral,  however,  was  apprehenfive  of 
fome  deep  defign,  and  delayed  to  put  this  order  in  execution  : 
urged  by  Correa,  who  feverely  upbraided  him  with  neglefi: 
of  duty,  he  at  laft  feized  a  veflel  which  happened  to  belong  to 
one  of  the  richcft  of  the  Moors.  A  tumult  was  immediately 
raifed,  the  Portuguefe  faflory  was  fuddenly  befet  by  four  thou*- 
fand  of  that  people,  and  before  any  affiftance  could  come  from 
the  fhips,  Correa,  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  companions,  were 
maflacred.  Cabral,  though  greatly  enraged,  waited  fuflicient 
time  to  hear  the  excufe  of  the  Zamorim,  but  waited  in  vain. 
Ten  large  Moorifli  veflels  burnt  in  the  harbour,  the  city  of 
Calicut  bombarded  one  day,  and  600  of  its  inhabitants  flain, 
revenged  the  death  of  Correa. 

i  2  The 
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The  king  of  Cochin,  when  Cabral  returned  the  (hip  which 
he  hud  taken,  highly  pleafed  with  his  honour,  invited  him  to 
traffic  in  his  port.  Cabral  now  failed  thither,  and  was  treated 
in  the  moft  friendly  manner.  A  ftrong  houfe  was  appointed  for 
a  fadlory,  and  a  treaty  of  commerce  folemnly  concluded.  Am- 
bafladors  alfo  arrived  from  the  kings  of  Cananor,  Caulan:,  and 
other  places,  intreating.the  alliance  of  the  Portugucfc,  whom, 
they  invited  to  their  harbours. 

About  eight  hundred  years  before  this  period,  according  to 
tradition  *,  Perimal,  the  fovereign  of  India,  having  embraced 
'  the  religion  of  Mohammed,  in  which  he  had  been  inftruiSted 
by  fome  Arabian  merchants,  refolved  to  end  his  days  as  a  hermit 
at  Mecca,  He  therefore  divided-  his  empire  into  different  fovc- 
reignties,  but  rendered  them  all  tributary  to  the  Zamorim  of 
Calicut.  From  this  port  Perimal  fet  fail,  and  the  Arab  mer- 
chants conceived  fuch  a  fuperftitious  affedlion  for  this  harbour, 
though  not  fo  commodious  as  many  others  around,  that  on  the 
arrival  of  Gama  it  was  the  great  centre  of  the  Moorifh  com- 
merce in  India.  The  tributary  kings,  fays  the  author  of  Hiftoire 
Pbilofapbiquej  &c.  defirous  to  throw  off  their  dependence  on  the 
Zamorim,  invited  the  Portuguefe  to  their  harbours.  He  ougbt 
to  have  added,  that*it  was  impoffible  they  fhould  have  adted  fo, 
unlefs  they  had  conceived  a  high  idea  of  the  Portuguefe  virtue 
and  valour,  which  was  thus  rewarded  by  the  friendihip  of  fome 
powerful  princes,  who  ever  after  remained  true  to  the  Portuguefe. 

When  Cabral  was  about  to  fail  from  Cochin,  he  received  in- 
formation from  the  king,  that  the  Zamorim,  with. a  large  fleet, 
containing  1 5,000  foldicrs,  intended  to  attack  him.  Cabral  pre- 
pared for  battle,  and  the  Indian  fleet  fled.  He  afterwards  touched 
at  Cananor,  where  he  entered  into  a  friendly  alliance  with  the 
king,  who  fufpedling  from  the  fmall  quantity  of  fpicery  which  he 
bought  that  the  Admiral  was  in  want  of  money,  intreated  him 
to  give  a  mark  of  his  friendfhip  by  accepting  of  what  he  pleafed. . 
But  Cabral  (hewed  a  confiderable  quantity  of  gold  to  the  king's 
meflfengers,  politely  thanked  him,  and  faid  he  was  already  fqlF- 
ficiently  loaded.  Having  left  fa<ftors  on  fhore,  and  received 
ambafladors  on  board,  he  proceeded  on  his  homeward  voyage. 
Near  Melinda  he  took  a  large  fhip,  but  finding  (he  belonged  to 

•  See  the  MCes,  Book  VII. 
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a  merchant  of  Gananor,  he  fct  her  at  liberty,  and  told  the  com- 
"mander,  **  that  the  Portuguefe  monarch  was  only  at  tvar  with 
the  Zamorim  and  the  Moors  of  Mecca,  from  whom  he  had  re- 
ceived the  greateft  injuries  and  indignities."  The  king  of  Me- 
linda,  and  other  Mohammedan  princes,  who  had  entered  into 
alliances  with  Gama  and  Cabral,  were  not  of  the  tribe  or  con- 
federacy of  thofe  who  had  in  different  parts  attempted  the  ruin 
of  the  Portuguefe.  That  people  were  now  diftinguiftied  by  thie 
name  of  the  Moors  of  Mecca  :  and  to  diftrefs  this  port  became 
now  a  principal  objedt  of  the  Portuguefe. 

Emmanuel,  now  fully  informed  by  Cabral  of  the  ftates  and 
traffic  of  the  Indian  feas,  perceiving  that  the  rei  iforcement  of 
three  veffds,  which  he  had  fent.  under  John  de  Nova  *,  could 
little  avail,  fitted  out  twenty  fhips,  the  command  of  which 
warlike  fleet  was  given  to  the  celebrated  Vafco  de  Gama.  At 
the  fame  time  the  Pope  iffued  a  Bull,  in  which  he  ftyled  Em- 
manuel, Lord  of  the  Navigation,  Conquefts  and  Trade,  of 
^Ethiopia,  Arabia,  Perfia,  and  India. 

Gama,  having  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  touched  at 
Sofala«  and  made  a  treaty  with  the  Mohammedan  fovereign  of 
that  rich  country.  Mozambic  was  now  governed  by  a  new 
monarch,  who  entreated  an  alliance  with  the  Portuguefe,  which 
was  granted;  and  the  ifle  where  Gama  had  the  battle  with  the 
Moors  J,  became,  for  long  after,  a«mofl  convenient  watering- 
place  for  the  Portuguefe  navies.  In  revenge  of  the  plots  againft 
himfelf,  and  the  injuries  received  by  Cabral,  he  battered  the 
city  of  Quiloa  with  his  cannon,  and  made  the  king  fubmit  to 
pay  tribute  to  Emmanuel.  As  he  proceeded  for  Calicut,  he  met 
a  large  (hip  of  Mecca,  which,  with  many  people  of  diftindtion 
who  were  going  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  tomb  of  their  prophet, 
had  lately  left  that  harbour.  This  velTel,  after  i an  obftinate 
ffruggle,  in  which  300  Moors  were  ^  killed,  he  took:  and  burnt. 
And  from/ome  veflels  of  Calicut,  as  he  approached  that  port, 
he  took  about  thirty  prifoners..  As  foon  as  he  anchored  near 
the  city,  the  Zamorim  fent  a  meflage  to  qffer  terms  of  friend- 

'.    \  ■      ■ .  '        ■'  /     .  I 

•  This  officer  defeated  a  large  fleet^of  the  Zamorim,  but  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  efFcft 
any  thing  of  permanency.    On  his  return  to  Europe,  Nova  difcovercd  the  ifle  of  St.  Helena. 

J  See  the  ftrft  Lufiad. 

t  Twenty  children  were  faved.  Thefe  were  fent  to  Lifbon,  where  they  were  baptized 
and  educated  in  the  fervice  of  Emmanuel.  Their  happy  fate,  beaded  of  by  the  Portuguefe 
writers,  ihews us  the  charaficrof  theic: tixnes^  •  « 

{hip> 
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ibipy  to  exGufe  the  mafTacre  of  the  Portugueie  under  Ccnrei^  as 
the  fole  adtion  of  an  enraged  populace^  with  which  govermnent 
had  no  concern  -,  and  added,  that  the  fate  of  the  (hip  of  Mecca 
he  hoped  would  fuffice  for  revenge,  Gama,  prerious  to  any 
new  treaty,  demanded  a  reftitution  of  the  goods  of  which  the 
Portuguefe  fadlory  had  been  plundered,  and  threatened  to  put 
his  prifoners  to  death  and  batter  the  city  in  cafe  of  refuial* 
After  waiting  foiiie  time  in  vain  for  an  anfwer,  Gama  ordered 
his  thirty  prifoners  to  be  hanged  and  their  bodies  to  be  fcnt 
afliore,  together  with  a  letter,  declaring  war  againft  the  Za- 
Inorim,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Portugal.  And  next  day, 
having  for  feveral  hours  played  his  cannon  upon  the  city,  ho 
fteered  his  courfe  for  the  more  friendly  port  of  Cochin. 

Here  the  factors  who  had  been  left  by  Cabral  gave  Gama 
the  higheft  charadter  of  the  faith  of  the  king,  and  his  earneft 
defire  to  cultivate  the  friendfhip  of  the  Portuguefe ;  and  the 
former  alliance  was  mutually  confirmed  by  the  king  and  the  ad- 
miral. The  Zamorim,  who  with  rage  and  regret  beheld  the 
corhmerce  of  Europe  carried  to  other  harbours,  fent  a  Bramin 
to  Gama,  while  he  was  lading  at  Cochin,  intreating  an  oblivion 
of  paft  injuries,  and  a  renewal  of  the  league  of  amity.  The 
Admiral,  ftill  defirous  to  cultivate  friendship,  gave  the  com- 
mand of  the  fleet  to  his  coufin  Stephen  de  Gama,  and  with  two 
{hips  only  failed  for  Calicut ;  yet,  left  treachery  fhould  be  in- 
tended, he  ordered  Vincent  Sodre  with  five  fliips  to  follow  him. 
On  his  arrival  at  the  city,  he  found  that  diflimulation  was  ftill 
the  charafter  of  the  Zamorim.  Four  and  thirty  veffels,  full  of 
armed  men,  attacked  Gama's  fhip  with  great  fury,  for  the  other 
veflel  he  had  fent  to  haften  the  fquadron  of  Sodre.  In  this 
fituation  nothing  but  a  brifk  wind  could  poffibly  fave  Gama, 
and  a  brifk  eale  in  this  extremity  rofe  and  carried  him  beyond 
the  reach  ot  the  fleet  of  Calicut.  But  having  met  the  reinforce- 
ment of  Sodre,  the  Admiral  immediately  returned,  and  totally- 
deftroyed  the  fleet  of  the  enemy. 

Difappointed  in  war,  the  Zamorim  now  by  intreaties  and 
threats  endeavoured  to  bring  the  king  of  Cochin  into  his  in- 
tereft.  But  that  prince,  with  the  greateft  honour,  refufcd  to 
betray  the  Portuguefe ;  and  Gama  having  promifed  to  leave  a 
fquadron  to  protedt  his  harbour,  failed  with  thirteen  loaded 
fhips  for  the  port  of  Cananor.     On  his  way  thither,  as  he  paft. 

within 


yirkhin  ^  )£ew  ^EniUs  of  C9,lieiit>  .he  was  again  vl^orou&y  stacked 
by  twwty-pijje  yeflys^  fit^ted  ovtt  by  the  Zaiporim,  on  pvrpofe 
tp  it^f^fCQfit  i^m.  Gaoi^i  ordered  thttc  Anps,  which  had  ,the 
)$^  Ipadi^g,  ,t9  hegln  l;hc  .enga^gempnt,  and  vidlory  jfoon  de- 
«4^ripdin  hris  favour.  He  .tjb,en  proceeded  to  Cananor,  where  he 
p^tftfd  inp  a  treaty  wit;h  tjbe  fovetreign,  who  bound  himfelf 
neve^  to  wake  y/2f  on  the  king  of  Cochin,  or  to  affift  the  Za- 
l^^Oi^iW;  And  Ga^pa,  having  left  ^x  (hips  under  tjie  ccinm^and 
rf  S^re/;i[flpr.thepi;ote(5tiQn  .of  Cocjiin  and  .Cananor^  faijledfor 
Pprtviga^,  -^where,  after  a  nrofperpvis  yoyage,  he  arrived  with 
twelve  ihip^^  loaded  with  tne  j;i^hes  of  the  Eaft.  ^^ 

As  foon  as  Gaaia's  departure  was  known,  the  Zamorina  made  ^H^ 
great  preparations  to  attack  Cochin.  It  was  the  purpofe  of  ^^ 
Emmanuel,  that  Sodre  ihould  be  left  with  a  fquadron  to  cruife 
about  tfhe  mouth  of  the  Red  fiea,  ^a;id  annoy  the  Moprs  of 
Mecca  i  but  Gama,  whofe  power  was  difcretionary,  ordered 
him  not  ,to  leave  Cochin,  unlefs  every  thing  bore  the  appear- 
ance of  peace  with  the  Zamorim.  Sodre,  however,  though 
hoftility  was  every  day  expedled,  prepared  to  depart.  Diego 
l^qr-ea,  the  Portuguofe  agent  Jleft  at  Cochin,  in  the  flropgefl 
jEQianner  urged  him  ,to  do  li^is  duty  and  continue  at  that  port, 
b»t  in  vain.  While  4ie  king  gf  Cochin  refplutely  refufed, 
though  adviljbd  by  many  of  l^is. council,  to  deliver  up  the  Por- 
livtgueie  retidjents  tp  t}ie  Zam^orlm,  Sodr^,  contrary  to  the  orders 
off -Gama,  failed  for  >the  Red  Sea,  in  hope  of  the  rich  prizes  of 
lVtefic;a;  and  thus  bafejy  deferred  his  countrymen,  and  a  prince^ 
iwhpfe-fqsjfelh  to  the  Portuguefe  had  involved  him  in  a  war^whicJ^ 
tbreateqed  diQflru<ftion  to  his  kingdom. 

The  city  of  Cochin  is  fituate^  Qn  an  ifljaiid,  divided  from  the 
con^in^eiit  by  an  arm  of -the  fea,  ope  part  of  which,  at  ;lpw 
water^  is^ordaWe.  At  this  pafs  the  Zamprim  begap  ,^I^e  w^r, 
A&d.n^t  ^me  defeats.  At  lafl:,  by  the  force  of  njiimber^  an,4 
thfi  pQwer  of  bribery,  he  took  the  qity,  and  the  king  of  Cochi^ 
ited  to  the  illand  of  Viopia.  Yet,,  though  ftript  Qjt  hjgs  4q- 
i^inions,  he  retained  his  faith  to  phe  Portuguefe.  He  took 
them  with  him  to  this  place,  where  a  few  men  could  defend 
themfelves ;  and  though  the  Zamorim  offered  to  reftore  him  to 
his  throne  if  he  would  deliver  them  up,  he  replie4>  **  th^t  his 
**  enemy  nwght»,ftrip4ii<n:pf  .his^dominions  and  hi^.Jife,  but  it 
**  was^npt  io  1^^  pqwer  to  jdepnive  hi^n  pf  Ijis  fidelity. " 

While 
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While  Trimumpara,  king  of  Cochin,  was  thus  (hut  up  on  a 
little  rock,  Sodre  fufFered  a  puniftiment  worthy  of  his  perfidy. 
His  (hip  was  beaten  to  pieces  by  a  tempeft,  and  he  and  his 
brother  loft  their  lives.  The  other  commanders  confidercd  this 
as  the  judgment  of  heaven,  and  haftened  back  to  the  relief  of 
Cochin :  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  however,  they  were  obliged  to 
put  into  one  of  the  Anchidivian  iflands.  Here  they  were  joined 
by  Francis  Albuquerk,  who,  on  hearing  the  fate  of  Gochiii, 
though  in  the  rigour  of  winter,  fet  fail  for  its  relief.  When 
the  fleet  appeared  in  fight  of  Viopia,  Trimumpara  exclaiming 
Portugal,  Portugal,  ran  in  an  extacy  to  the  Portugucfe;  and 
they  in  return,  with  fhouts  of  triumph,  announced  the  reftora- 
tion  of  his  crown.  The  garrifon  left  in  Cochin  by  the  Zamd- 
rim  immediately  fled.  Trimumpara  was  reftored  to  his  throne 
without  a  battle,  and  Albuquerk  gave  jn  inftance  of  his  maftcrly 
policy.  Together  with  the  thanks  of  Emmanuel,  he  made  the 
king  of  Cochin  a  prefent  of  10,000  ducats.  An  a<ft  which 
wonderfully  excited  the  admiration  of  the  princes  of  India,  and 
was  a  fevere  wound  to  the  Zamorim. 

Francis  and  Alonzo  Albuquerk  and  Duarte  Pacheco  were 
now  at  Cochin.  The  princes,  tributary  to  Trimumpara,  who 
had  deferted  to  the  Zamorim,  were  feverely  punifhed  by 
the  troops  of  Cochin,  headed  by  the  Portuguefe,  and  their  dc* 
predations  were  carried  into  the  Zamorim's  own  dominions* 
A  treaty  of  peace  was  at  laft  concluded,  on  terms  greatly  ad* 
vantageous  to  the  Portuguefe  commerce.  But  that  honour 
which  had  been  of  the  greateft  benefit  to  their  aflFairs,  was 
now  ftained.  A  fhip  of  Calicut  was  unjuftly  feized  by  the  Por-^- 
tuguefe  agent  at  Cochin ;  nor  would  Francis  Albuquerk  make 
reftitution,  though  required  by  the  Zamorim.  Soon  after 
this,  Francis  failed  for  Europe,  but  gave  another  inftance  of 
his  infamy  ere  he  left  India.  The  Zamorim  had  again  declared 
war  againft  the  king  of  Cochin,  and  Francis  Albuquerk  left 
only  one  ftiip,  three  barges,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  for  the  defence  of  Trimumpara ;  but  this  fmall  body  was 
commanded  by  Pacheco.  Francis  Albuquerk,  and  Nicholas 
Coello,  celebrated  in  the  Lufiad,  failed  for  Europe,  but  were 
heard  of  no  more. 

Anthony  Saldanna  and  Roderic  Ravafco  were  at  this  timfe 
:cnt  from  Lift)on  to  cruife  about  the  mouth  of  the  Red  Seal 

The 
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The  king  of  Melinda  was  engaged  in  a  dangerous  war  with  the  king 
of  MombafTa,  and  Saldanna  procured  him  an  honourable  peace. 
But  Ravafco  adted  as  a  lawlefs  pirate  on  the  coafl:  of  Zanzibar. 
Though  the  imiocent  inhabitants  were  in  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Gama»  he  took  many  of  their  fhlps^  for  which  he  extorted 
large  ranfoms,  and  compelled  the  prince  of  Zanzibar  to  pay  an 
annual  tribute  and  own  himfelf  the  vaflal  of  Emmanuel.  The 
Pope's  Bull,  which  gave  all  the  Eaft  to  the  king  of  Portugal, 
began  now  to  operate.  The  Portuguefe  efteemed  it  as  a  facred 
charter,  the  natives  of  the  Eaft  felt  the  confequencc  of  it,  and 
conceived  a  fecret  jealoufy  and  diflike  of  their  new  matters. 
The  exalted  policy  and  honour  of  many  of  the  Portuguefe  go- 
vernors delayed  the  evil  operation  of  this  jealoufy,  but  the 
remedy  was  only  temporary.  The  Portuguefe  believed  they  had 
a  right  to  demand  the  vaflallage  of  the  princes  of  the  Eaft,  and 
to  prohibit  them  the  navigation  of  their  own  feas.  When  the 
ufurpation  of  dominion  proceeds  from  a  fixed  principle,  the 
wisdom  of  the  ableft  Governor  can  only  fkin  over  the  mortal 
wound;  for  the  grojfleft  barbarians  are  moft  acutely  fenfibleof 
i^uftice,  and  carefully  remember  the  breaches  of  honour. 

The  Zamorim  had  now  coUedted  a  formidable  power  for  the 
dft^radtion  of  Cochin.  But  before  we  mention  the  wonderful 
vijftories  of  Pacheco,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  give  fome  account 
of  the  land  and  riiaritime  forces  of  the  Eaft.  And  here  it  is  to  be 
lamented,  that  the  Portuguefe  authors  have  given  us  but  very 
imperfeft  accounts  of  the  military  arts  of  India.  Yet  it  is  to  be 
gathered  from  them,  that  though  fire  arms  were  not  unknown, 
they  were  very  little  ufed  before  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe. 
Two  natives  of  Milan,  who  were  brought  to  India  by  Gama  on 
his  fecond  voyage,  defertcd  to  the  Zamorim,  and  were  of  great 
fervice  to  hirfi  in  making  of  powder  and  caflling  of  cannon. 
The  Perfians  defpifed  the  ufe  of  fire  arms,  as  unmanly,  and  the 
ufe  of  artillery  on  board  of  a  fleet,  is  feveral  times  mentioqfd, 
as  peculiar  to  the  Moors  of  Mecca.  The  veiFels  of  the  Zamo- 
Hm  were  large  barges  rowed  with  oars,  and  crouded  with  men, 
who  fought  with  darts  and  other  miflile  weapons.  We  are  told 
by  Oforius,  that  the  pilot  of  Melinda,  who  conduced  Gama 
to  Calicut,  defpifed'  the  Aftrolabe,  as  if  ufed  to  fuperior  inflru- 
ments.  We  doubt,  however,  of  his  fuperior  knowledge,  for 
we  know  that  he  coaftcd  northward  to  a  particular  limit,  and 
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Aert  flood  dircdly  for  tfec  rifin^  fort.  We  are  alfb  toH  by  the 
Jefuits  of  the  perfcafon  of  the  Chindc  navigation^  and  that 
they  have  had  tlic  ufc  of  the  conrpais  fdr  3000  years,  j  ^but  this 
h  aHo  doubtful.  For  there  is  not  a  name  in  ajiy  eaftern  lan- 
guage for  that  mflxtrtnent ;  nor  do  they  know  now  to  make 
Otte^  or  to  arm  the  loadftpne.  They  purchafe  them  of  Eu- 
ropeans^  and  the  Italian  word  BufTola  is  the  nanue  of  the  com- 
paA  among  the  natives  of  the  Eaft. 

Whrle  me  Zamorim  was  preparing  his  formidable  armament 

•  ikgainft  Cochin,  the  fecority  which  appeared  on  the  mein  of 

Pachcco,   prompted  Trimrampara  to  mipe<ft   fome  fraud :   and 
he  intreatcd  that  captain  to  confefs  what  he  intended.     PachecQ 
felt  all  the  refentment  of  honour,  and  aflured  him  of  vidory* 
He  called  a  meeting  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  and  uttered 
the  fevereft  threats  againft  any  perfon  who  (hould  dare  to  defert 
to  the  Zamorim,  or  to  leave  the  ifland.     Soon  after,  two  fifher- 
men  were  brought  before  him,  who  had  been  following  their  em- 
ployment bejrond  the  limits  he  had  prefcribed.     Pacheco  ordered 
them  to  be  hanged  in  prifon.     The  king  pleaded  for  their  Iives> 
but  Pacheco  in  public  was  inexorable.    In  the  night,  hov^ever,  he 
fent  the  tv^no  mhermen  to  the  king's  palace,  where  he  deflred 
they  might  be  concealed  with  the  greateft  fecrecy ;  and  the 
icverity  of  their  fate  was  publickly  believed.     Every  precaution* 
by  which  the  paffage  to  the  ifland  of  Cochin  might  be  iecured^ 
was  taken  by  Pacheco.     The  Portuguefe  took  the  facrament^ 
and  devoted  themfelvcs  to  death.     The  king  of  Cochin's  troops 
amoutrtcd  only  to  5000 ;  the  iieet  and  arniy  of  the  Zamorim 
confiftcd  of  57,000  men.     Yet  this  great  army,  though  pro^ 
vidcd  with  brafs  cannon,  and  othcrwife  aflifted  by  the  two  MI- 
lanefe  engineers,  was  defeated  by  Pacheco.     Seven  times  the 
Zamorim  raifed  new  armies,  fome   of  them  more  numerous 
than  the  firft,  but  all  of  them  were  defeated  at  the  fords  of 
Cochin,  by  the  ftratagems  and  intrepidity  of  Pacheco.  Though 
the  Zamorim  in  the  latter  battles  expofed  his  own  perfon  to  the 
greateft  danger,  and  was'  fomef imcs  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of 
his  attendants  -,  though  he  had  recourfe  to  poifon  and  every  art 
of  fraud,  all  his  attempts,  open  and  private,  were  baffled.     At 
laft,  in  defpair  of  revenge,  he  refigned  his  crown,   and  £hut 
himfelf  up  for  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  one  of  his  idol 
temples.     Soon  after  the  kingdom  of  Cbchin  was  thus  reftored 
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to  proiperity,  Pachecp  was  recallec}  to  Emope.  The  kiog  £tf 
Portugal  patd  the  higheft  compHme|iLt3  to  hi^  valaur;  and  as  he 
had  acquired  ioo  fortune  io  India^  in  reward  of  his  fervices  he 
gav-e  him  a  lucrative  government  iu  Africa.  3ut  merit  al- 
ways has  enemies.  Pacheco  was  aceufedf  and 'by  the  king's 
order  brought  to  Lifbon  iji  irons ;  and  fhoie  hands  which  pre- 
fervcd  the  intqreft  of  Portugal  iu  India,,  w^e  in  Portugal  chain-- 
ed  in  a  dungeon  a  confiderable  time,  jere  a  Iqgal  4rial  determio*- 
od  the  juiticc  >of  this  jfe verity.  He  was  at  laft  tried,  and  hof 
^ourably  acquitted;  but  his  merit  was  thought  of  no  more,  and 
he  died  in  an  alms-hpuie.  Merit  thus  repaid,  is  a  fevere  wouud 
to  an  empire.  The  generous  ardour  of  military  ^irit  canaot 
receive  a  colder  checks  than  fuch  examples  are  Jure  to  give.it. 

Before  the  departure  of  Pacheco,  a  floet  of  thirteen  (tiips^ 
commanded  by  Lopez  Soarez,  arrived  in  India.  The  new  ^a- 
morim  beheld  with  regret  the  ruined  condition  of  his  Jungdom^ 
his  tributary  j>rlnces  not  only  now  independeni,  but  pofTened  pf 
the  commerce  which  formerly  eoiriched  Calicut^  the  fatal  coA- 
.  fequeoce  of  his  uncle  and  predeceiSbir's  x^bilinacy.  Taught  bj 
tbefe  ^;xamples9  he  de£red  a  peace  with  the  Portuguese ;  hut 
fioarez  would  hear  nothing  till  the  twoMilane&  deferters  were  dc^ 
livered  up.  Thi«  perfidy  to  men  who  had  been  promifcd  protec- 
tion, the  Z^moviin  generoufly  refu&d.  And  Soarez,  jregardlefs 
of  the  ihu  of  fqme  Portuguefe  who  had  been  left  at  CaUcut  by 
Cabral,  battered  the  city  two  days,  in  place  of  granting  an 
honourable  and  commercial  peace.  <Nor  was  this  his  only 
impolitical  error.  By  Shewing  fuch  eagerpefs  to  fecur^  rthe 
Milanefe  -enginfiers,  he  told  the  'Zamorim  the  value  of  thejle 
£iu-opean  artiits.  And  that  prince  foon  after  applied  to  the 
Soldan  lof  'Egypt,  who  ient  him  four  Venetians,  able  engineers, 
and  QiHUIers  of  the  art  of  the  ibundery  of  cannon. 

In  ihe  ritately  (piiut  of  con^uoft  Soarez  traverfed  thelndiau 
fys,  ideftroyod  .many  •Calic4:itian  and  Moorifh  veflels,  and  made 
yarious  f>riQces  pay  tribute  ond^Mifers  them£blves  the  vaiTals  of 
JUnm&Huel.  0ut  the  Soldan  of  Egypt  began  now  to  threaten 
i;ioftiliti^,  and  a  ilronger  force, of  the  Portuguefe  was  neceilary. 
iRmnciiibo  d'Akneyda,  an  officer  of  diitinguifhed  merit,  was 
therefore  appointed  Viceroy  of  India,  and  was  fent  with  two 
ijtfid  twenty  ^ips  to  ^a&rt  his  jj  bi£iiilidti0n.  And  according  to  the 
uncommercial  ideas  df  <70l4iic  conquefl  With  which  he  =fct  out, 
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he  proceeded.  On  his  arrii^al  at  Quiloa,  a  meeting  between  hini 
and  the  king  was  appointed.  Almeyda  attended^  but  the  king 
did  not,  for  a  black  cat,  as  he  fet  out,  happened  to  croft  his 
way,  and  intimidated  by  this  evil  omen,  he  declined  the  inter- 
view. On  this,  Almeyda  levelled  his  city  with  the  ground; 
and  appointed  another  king,  tributary  to  Emmanuel.  Some 
late  treacheries  of  Mombafia  were  alfo  revenged  by  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  that  city  and  the  vaflalage  of  its  monarch.  When  the 
Viceroy  arrived  in  India,  he  defeated  the  king  of  Onor,  built 
forts  and  left  garrifons  in  various  places.  Trimumpara,  king 
of  Cochin,  had  now  retired  to  fpend  the  evening  of  his  life  in 
a  Brahmin  temple,  and  his  nephew,  who  with  great  pomp  was 
crowned  by  Almeyda,  acknowledged  himfelf  the  tributary  of 
the  king  of  Portugal. 

The  Soldan  of  Egypt  was  at  this  time  one  of  the  greateft 

{)rinces  of  the  world.  The  lucrative  commerce  of  the  Eaft  had 
ong  flowed  to  the  Weft  through  his  dominions.  His  fleets 
and  his  armies  were  thus  rendered  numerous  and  powerful,  and 
bound  by  their  political  religion,  in  a  war  with  the  Chriftian^^ 
every  Mohammedan  prince  was  his  ally.  A  heavy  revenge  of 
the  Crufades  was  in  meditation,  and  Europe  miferably  divided 
in  itfelf,  invited  its  own  ruin;  when,  fays  an  author*,  accurate 
in  hiftorical  fads,  the  liberties  of  mankind  were  faved  by  the- 
voyage  of  Vafco  de  Gama :  The  finews  of  the  Egyptian  and 
Turkifli  ftrength  were  cut  afunder  by  the  deftru^on  of  their 
commerce  with  the  eafl^rn  world. 

Enraged  with  the  interruption  which  his  trade  had  already- 
received,  the  Soldan  refolved  to  prevent  its  utter  ruin.  He 
threatened  the  extirpation  of  all  the  Chriftians  J  in  his  do- 
minions, if  the  court  of  Rome  would  not  order  the  king  of 
Portugal  to  withdraw  his  fleets  for  ever  from  the  eaftern  feas-* 
One  Maurus,  a  monk,  was  his  ambaflador  to  Rome  and  Lifbon,. 
but  in  place  of  compliance,  he  returned  with  the  fever^r  threats 
of  Enxmanuel.  War  was  now  determined,,  and  a  moft  for- 
midable fleets  fixty  veflels  of  which  were  larger  than  the  Portu- 
guefe,  manned  with  Turks  experienced  in  war,  were  fent  to^ 
the  affiftance  of  the  Zamorim.     But  by  the  fuperior  naval.  ikilL 

•  See  hiftoir$  Pbih/oph'nu€  U.  P^litf^tii-  it»  EtMifftmim  H  du  Cmmerci  dtt  l^tnfeem. 
dMiktdewf  Indes.  1  See  the  note,  p.  432. 
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amd  ft)iiiantic  bravery  of  Almeyda  and  his  fon  Lorenzo,    this 
mighty  armament  was  defeated. 

At  thi6  time  Triftan  de  Cugna  and  the  celebrated  Alphonfo 
Albuqucrk  arrived  in  the  Eaft,  and  carried  war  and  vidlory  from 
Sofala-  to  India.  Allured  by  the  honour  and  truly  commercial 
treaties  of  Gama  and  Cabral,  feveral  princes  of  India  invited 
thefe  ftrangers  ta  their  harbours.  ^  But  the  alteration  of  the  be- 
haviour and  claims  of  the  Portuguefe,  had  altered  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  natives.  Almoft  every  port  now  oppofed  the  en- 
trance of  the  Portuguefe,  and  the  cargo  of  almoft  every  Ihip 
they  lojided  was  purchafed  with  blood.  At  the  fack  of  -the 
city  of  Lamo,  fome  of  the  foldiers  under  Cugna  cut  off  the 
hands  and  cars  of  the  women  to  get  their  bracelets  and  ear* 
rings  with  more  expedition.  But  though  thefe  villains,  by 
overloading  their  boat  with  their  plunder,  were  all  drowned, 
this  ftain*  on  the  Portuguefe  charadter  made  war  againft  the 
Portuguefe  name  and  intereft.  When  Albuquerk  arrived  be-- 
fore  Ormuz,  he  Aimmoned  the  king  to  become  the  vailaL 
of  Emmanuel,  and  to  be  happy  under  the  protedtion  of  fo^ 

freat  a  prince..  The  king  of  Ormuz,  who  expeded  fuch  a  vifit,. 
ad  provided  aa  army  of  3^,000  men,.  6000  of  which  were 
expert  archers,  auxiliaries  of  Perfia%  Yet  thefe  were  defeated 
'  by  460  difciplined  men,  well  played  cannon,  and  the  dauntlefs 
valour  of  Albuquerk.  And  the  king  of  Ormuz  fubmitted  to  vaf- 
felage.  Lords  of  the  feas  alfo,  the  Portuguefe  permitted  no 
Ihip  to  fail  without  a  Portuguefe  paffport.  Nor  was  this  re- 
garded, when  avarice  prompted  that  the  paffport  was  forged. 
A  rich  ihip  of  Cananor  was  on  this  pretence  taken  and  plun- 
dered, and  the  unhappy  crew,  to  conceal  the  villany,  were 
fewed  up  ia  the  fail  cloths  and  drowned.  Vaz,  it  is  true,  the 
commander  of  this  horrid  deed,  was  broken.  But  the  bodies  of 
the  Moors  were  thrown  on  fhore,  and  the  king  of  Cananor, 
the  valuable  ally  of  Portugal,  in  revenge  of  this  treacheryi 
joined  the  Zamorim,  and  declared  war  againft  the  Portuguefe; 
Another  powerful  armament,  commanded  by  Mir  Hocem,  a 
chief  of  great  valour,  was  fent  by  ihe  Soldan.  Perfia  alfo  af- 
fifted.     J^d  even  the  mountains  of  Dalmatia  *,.  by  the  coniii- 

^  The  thnbcr  was  brought  throogh  the  Mediterranean-  to  Cairo,  and  fibm'  thence  was 
canied  by  camels  to  the  port  of  Socjs. 
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▼ancc  of  Venice,  were  robbed  of  their  forefts^  to  biculd  fiavies 
in  Arabia  againft  the  Portugucfe. 

Almeyda  fcnt  his  brave  fon  Lorenzo  to  give  battle  to  Mir 
Hoccm,  but  Lorenzo  fell  the  vidlim  of  his  romantic  bravery. 
While  the  father  prepared  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  fon,  his 
recall,  and  the  appointment  of  Albuquerk  to  fucceed  him»  ar- 
rived from  Europe;  but  Almeyda  refufed  to  refign  till  he  had 
revenged  his  fon's  defeat.  On  this,  a  difpute  between  the  two 
governors  arofe,  of  fatal  confequence  to  the  Portuguefe  intereft 
in  Afia.  Albuquerk  was  imprifoned,  and  future  governors  often 
urged  this  example  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion,  both  to  protradt 
the  continuance,  and  prefs  the  inftant  furrender  of  office.  Al- 
meyda, having  defeated  the  Zamorim  and  his  Egyptian  allies, 
failed  for  Eiirq>c*,  crowned  with  military  laurels.  But  though 
thus  plumed  in  the  vulgar  eye,  his  eftabliihments  were  contrary 
to  the  fpirit  of  commerce.  He  fought,  indeed,  and  conquered  ; 
but  he  left  more  enemies  of  the  Portuguefe  in  the  Eaft  than  he 
found  there.  The  honours  be  attained  were  like  his,  who 
having  extingua(hed  a  few  iires  in  a  city,  marches  out  in  triumph, 
but  leaves  glowing  embers  in  every  houfe,  ready  to  burft  forth 
in  a  general  flame.  It  was  left  for  the  great  Albuquerk  to  eAa- 
blifli  the  Portuguefe  empire  in  Afia  on  a  furer  bafis,  on  adts  of 
mutual  benefit  to  the  foreign  colonifts  and  native  princes. 

Albuquerk,  whofe  power  was  fomewhat  limitted  by  that  of 
Coutinho,  now  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  folid  eflabliihment 
of  the  Portuguefe  empire.  .  To  cxtinguifli  the  power  of  Ca- 
licut, and  to  ered:  a  fortified  capital  for  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment, were  his  defigns ;  and  in  tfaefe  he  was  greatly  afiifted, 
both  by  the  arms  and  the  counfel  of  Timoja  the  pirate, 
who,  gready  injured  by  the  Indian  princes,  was  glad  to  enter 
into  dliance  with  the  Portuguefe.  With  ithirty  veflels  and 
2400  men,  Albuquerk  and  Fernando  Coutinho  failed  from 
Cochin  to  befiege  Calient.  It  was  agreed,  that  the  troops  un- 
der Coutinho,  fhould  have  the  honour  to  land  firft.  Thoie 
under  Albuquerk,  however,  galled  by  the  enemy,  leapt  firfl: 
afiiore.  Coutinho,  'on  thk,  roughly  upbraided  him  :  To  con- 
quer the  feeble  Indians,  he  faid,  was  no  foch  honour  as.  fome 
boafted.     And  I  will  tell  the  king  of  Portugal,  he  added,  that 

•  See  his  fate,  p.  zd9. 
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I  entered  the  palace  of  the  Zamorim  with  only  my  cane  in  my 
hand.  Alhuquerk  remonftrated  the  danger  of  raihnefs  in  vain. 
Coutinho  ordered  Jafper  de  Gama,  the  Polonian  Jew,  to  con- 
duft  him  to  the  palace ;  to  which,  with  800  men,  he  marched 
in  confufed  fpeed.  Albwjuerfc,  whofe  magnanimity  could  re- 
venge no  infok  when  his  country's  intereft  was  at  ftakc  in  the 
hour  of  battle,  followed  in  good  order  with  600  men,  and  left 
others  properly  i^ationed>  to  iecure  a  retreat,  for  he  forefaw 
deftroAion.  Coutinho,  after  feveral  attacks^  at  laft,  with  the 
lofs  of  n[>any  men,  entered  the  palace,  and  gave  his  ibldiers 
liberty  to  plunder.  All  was  now  diibrder  among  them.  And 
Albuquerk,  wlio  perceived  it,  entreated  Coutinho,  by  meflage, 
to  beware  of  a  fiercer  attack.  He  was  anfwered,  he  might  take 
ca,re  of  the  troops  under  his  own  command.  After  two  hoor» 
fpent  in  plundering  the  palace,  Coutinho  fet  £re  to  it  and 
marched  out.  But  ere  he  could  join  Albuquerk,  both  parties 
were  furrounded  by  enraged  mfultitudes.  Coutinho  and  his 
hraveft  officers  fell ;  Albuquerk  was  wounded  by  arrows  in  the 
neck  and  left  arm.  At  laft,  flruck  on  the  breail  by  a  large 
ftone,  he  dropped  down,  to  appearance  dead.  On  his  (bield  he 
was  carried  off  with  great  difficulty.  All  was  confufion  in  the 
retreat,  till  the  body  of  referve,  placed  by  Albuquerk,  came 
up,  and  repulfed  the  enemy.  Albuquerk  was  carried  on  board 
without  hope  of  recovery.  His  health,  however,  was  reftored 
at  Cochin,  and  the  Zamorim  allowed  a  fort  to.  be  built  near 
Calicut,  and  fubmitted  to  the  terms  of  peace  propofed  by  the 
Portuguefe  governor. 

The  ifland  of  Goa,  on  the  coeft  of  Decan,  a  mod  commo- 
dious fituation  for  the  feat  <^  empire,  and  whofe  prince  had 
been  treacherous  to  Ganw,  after  various  defperate  engagements,, 
was  at  laft  yielded  to  Albuquerk.  According  to  hi^  defign,  be 
fortified  it  in  the  beft  manner,  and  rendered  it  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence  to  the  prefervation  of  the  Portuguefe  power.  Be  now 
turned  his  thoughts  to  Malaca,  the  great  mart  o£  the  eaftenv 
half  of  the  oriental  world.  Under  the  government  of  Almeyda, 
Sequeira  had  failed  thither,  and  wlwle  about  fettling  a  treaty 
with  the  natives,  narrowly  efcaped!^  treacherous  maffacre,  ia 
which  feveral  of  his  men  were  flain.  A}buquerk  offered  peace 
and  commerce,  but  demanded  atonement  for  this  injury.  His 
terms  were  rej^e^fced,  and  this  inaportaat  place,  won  h^  moH 

aftooiibijig^ 
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aftoniihrng  vidtories,    was  now  added  to  the  Portaguefe  do** 
minion.     Here,   as  at  Goa,  the  governor  coined  money  5  re* 
gulated  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  by  his  generous  behaviour, 
won  the  afFe^flion  and  efteem  of  the  people  whom  he  had  con- 
quered.    He  received  from,  andfent  ambafladors  to  the  king  of 
.  Siam  and  other  princes ;  to  whom  he  offered  the  trade  of  Malaca 
on  more  advantageous  conditions  than  it  had  hitherto   been. 
And  an  immenfe  commerce  from  China  and  all  the  adjacent 
regions  foon  filled  that  harbour.     For  here,  as  at  Ormuz  and 
Goa,  the  reduction  which  he  made  in  the  cuftoms,  gave  an 
increafe  of  trade  which  almofl  doubled  the  revenue  of  the  king 
of  Portugal.     At  every  place  where  he  made  a  fettlement,  Al- 
buquerk  promoted  the  marriage  of  his  foldiers  with  the  natives, 
and  thus  fecured  the  means  of  mutual  defence  :   a  piece  of  tlie 
beft  policy,  though  fcldom  adopted  by  other  nations*.     When 
the  governor  returned  to  Goa,  he  was  received,  fays  Faria,  as 
a  father  by  his  family.     The  ifland  was  at  this  time  befieged 
by  20,000  of  Hydal  Can,  the  lord  of  Decan's  troops,  yet  vi<ftory 
declared  for  Albuquerk.     But  to  difplay  tlie  terror  of  the  For- 
tuguefe  arms  was  only  the  fecond  motive  of  this  great  man. 
To  convince  the  Indian  princes  of  the  value  of  his  friendfhip 
was  his  firft  care,  and  treaties  of  commerce  were  with  mutual 
fatisfadion  concluded  with  the  king  of  Bifnagar,  the  king  of  Nar- 
finga,  and  other  powerful  princes.     The  city  of  Aden,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  was  of  great  importance  to  the  fleets  of 
the  Soldan.     Albuquerk  twice  attacked  this  place,  but  could  not 
carry  it  for  want  of  military  ftores.     By  the  vefl!els,  however, 
which  he  kept  on  thefe  coafts,  he  gave  a  fevere  wound  to  the 
Egyptian  and  Moorifli  commerce;   and  by  the  eftablifhments 
which  he  made  in  India,  entirely  ruined  it.     Mahomet,  the  ex- 
pelled tyrant  of  Malaca,  affifted  by  20,000  Javans,  attempted  to 
recover  his  throne ;  but  the  wifti  of  the  people  was  fulfilled, 
and  Albuquerk  was  again  vidtorious.     The  Perfians,  to  whom 
Ormuz  had  been  tributary,  endeavoured  to  bring  it  again  under 
their  yoke :{: ;  but  Albuquerk  haftened  from  Malaca  and  totally 

*  The  ofTspriDg  of  the  Portuguefe  Arriages  at  this  day  people  many  of*  the  coafb  of 
India  and  Africa ;  and  were  Portugal  what  Great  Britain  now  is,  might  be  of  the  utmoft 
fcrvice  to  her  commercial  intereft. 

t  When  the  Perfians  fent  a  demand  of  tribute,  Albuquerk  faid  it  fhcoM  be  paid ;  and  a 
large  iilver  bafon,  under  cover,  was  orefented  to  the  ambaifador.  When  uncovered,  leaden 
ballets  and  points  of  fpears  appeared :  There,  faid  Albuquerk,  is  the  tribute  which  the 

lungs  of  Portugal  pay,  defeated 
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defeated  them,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  inhabitants.  Here  he 
fell  ficky  and  being  advifed  by  his  phyficians  to  go  to  India  for 
the  recovery  of  his  healthy  the  king  of  Ormuz,  who  callfcd  him 
his  father,  parted  fronoi  him  with  tears.  On  his  way  to  India 
he  received  intelligence,  that  a  fleet,  arrived  from  Portugal,  had 
brought  his  recall,  that  Lopez  Soarez  was  appointed  to  fucceed 
him,  and  that  lago  Mendez  was  come  to  be  governor  of  Cochin. 
When  he  heard  this,  he  exclaimed,  "  Are  thefe  whom  I  fent 
prifoners  to  Portugal  for  heinous  crimes,  are  thefe  returned  to 
be  governors!  Old  man.  Oh,  for  thy  grave!  Thou  haft  incurred 
the  king's  difpleafure  for  the  fake  of  the  fubjeflrs,  and  ^e  fub- 
jefts  for  the  lake  of  the  king !  Old  man,  fly  to  thy  grave,  and 
retain  that  honour  thou  has  ever  preferved  !"  A  profound  me- 
lancholy now  feized  him ;  but  finding  the  certain  approaches 
of  death,  he  recovered  his  chearfulnefs,  and  with  great  fervor 
gave  thanks  to  God,  that  a  new  governor  was  ready  to  fucceed 
him.  On  the  bar  of  Goa,  in  the  fix ty- third  year  of  his  age,  he 
breathed  his  laft*,  after  a  regency  of  little  more  than  five  years. 
Yet,  in  this  fhort  fpace,  he  not  only  opened  all  the  eaftern 
world  to  the  commerce  of  Portugal,  but  by  the  regulations  of 
his  humane  and  exalted  policy,  by  the  ftridt  diftribution  of 
juftice  which  he  eftablifhed,  fecured  its  power  on  a  bafis,  which 
nothing  but  the  difcontinuance  of  his  meafures  could  fubvert. 
Under  Albuquerk  the  proud  boaft  of  the  hiftorian  Faria  was 
juftified.  The  trophies  of  our  victories,  fays  he,  are  not  bruifed 
helmets  and  warlike  engines  bung  on  the  trees  of  the  mountains ; 
'  but  cities y  ijlands^  and  kingdoms^  firjl  humbled  under  our  feet^  and^ 
•  then  joyfully  worjhiping  our  government.  The  princes  of  India, 
who  viewed  Albuquerk  as  their  father,  clothed  themfelves  in 
mourning  on  his  death,  for  they  had  experienced  the  happinefs 

*  A  little  before  he  died  he  wrote  this  edly  read  ta  hixn ;  and  he  expired  with  the 

manly  letter  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  "  Un-  greatefl  compofure.     Long  after  his  death 

der  the  fangs  of  deaths  in  the  difficult  breathing  his  bones  were  brought  to  Portugal ;  but  it 

of  the  laft  hcttrf  I  niurite  this  my  laft  letter  to  was  with  great  difficulty,  and  after  long  dc- 

yaur  Highnefs ;  the  laft  of  many  I  have  tvritten  lays,  ere  the  inhabitants  of  Goa  would  con- 

toyou  full  of  life ^  for  1  tuas  then  employed  in  fent  fip  part  whh  his  remains.     Goa  was 

yeur  fervice.     I  ha<ve  a  fon^  Bias  de  Alhu^  populous,  its  inhabitants  chiefly  Moors  and 

querk\  I  entreat  your  Highnefs  to  make  him  Indians.     Thefe,  when  injured  by  the  Por- 

as great  as  my  ferviee  defer<ves,     The  affairs  tnsiiere,  would  come  and  weep  at  the  tomb. 

of  India  ivill  anfyuer  for  themfehves^  and  for  of  AlbuqUerk,  Utter  their  complaints  to  his 

ne*^    Oforius  fays,  the  latter  part  Df  the,  mafics,  aid  call  on  his  God  to  revenge  their* 

Gofpel  of  John,  was,  athisdefire,  repeat-  wrongs. 

I  and 
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and  proteftion  which  his  fricn4i^Jp  gave  them.  And  the  (ih-.* 
ccrity  of  their  grief  fhcwed  Emjnatiae^  what  a.flib|i'ft  he  had 
loft.  The  affairs  of  the  Portuguefe  in  India  Were  now  in  the 
happieft  condition;  but  there  was  a  djfeafe  at  the  court  of  Lif-. 
bon,  which  exerted  its  fatal  malignity,  that  difeaft  of  all  go- 
vernments, particularly  the  defpotic,  the  falfe  accufation  of  the: 
abfent,  by  thofe  who  are  prefent  at  the  fountain  of  p0w?r. 

Accuftomed  to  the  afraWe  manners  of  Albuqu?rk,  the  re- 
fbrved  haqghty  dignity  affumed  by  Soarez,  gave  l;he  Indian  allies' 
of  Portug^  the  firft  j^roof  that  the  mourning  which  they  wore* 
for  his  predec^or  was  not  in  vaio.     Now,  fay  the  Portuguefe 
authors,  commenced  the  period  when  the  foldier  no  more  fol- 
lowed the  dictates  of  honour,  when  thoife  who  had  bean  cap- 
tains turned  traders,  and  procured  the  loading  of  their  £hips  in 
the  military  way,  as  if  upon  the  forage  in  an  enemy's  country. 
After  having.  perforijiQd  the  parade  of  a  new  governor  i^i  vifit- 
ihg  the  forts,  and  in  breaking  and  raifing  officers,  Soarez  pre- 
pared, according  to  his  orders,  to  reduce  the  coafts  of  the  Red 
Sea  to  the  obedience  of  Pprtu^aL     Another  great  Egyptian 
fleet,  commanded  by  a  Turk,  named  Raez  Solyman,  had  failed! 
from  Suez,  and  Soarez,  with  twenty-fcyen  (hips,  fet  fail  ia 
ffearch  of  it.     When  he  came  before  Aden,  he  found  that  ftrong 
city  defencelefs.     Solymao,  by  order  of  the  Soldan,  with  whom, 
the  governor  had  quarrelled,  had  levelled  a  part  of  the  wall. 
The  governor,  thus   at  his   mercy,    artfully  offered  the  keys 
to  Soarez,  and  entretated  his  friendfhip.     Secure  of  the  Moor's^ 
honefty,  Soare?  delayed  to  take  poffeflion,    till  he  had  given^ 
battle  to  the  Soldan'si  fleet.     This  ne  found  in  the  port  of  Gidda^ 
or  Jodda,  defended  by  the  cannon  of  the  walls.     He  therefore 
did  not  attempt  it ;  and  after  burning  a  few  defencelefs  towns,, 
he  returned  to  Aden.     But  the  breaches  were  now  repaired,  and 
his  owa  force,    which  had  fuffercd  greatly  by    tempeftuous 
weather  in  the  Red  Sea,  was,  he  deemed,  unable  to  take  that 
city,  which,  now  re/wfed  to.  forrender.     While  Soarez  was  em- 
ployed in  this  inglorious  expedition,  Goa  was  reduced  to  the 
greateft  danger.     A  quarrel,  about  a  Portuguefe  defertei:  had 
kindled  a  war,  and  Hydal  Can,  with  an  army  of  30,000  mcn> 
laid  feige  to  that  iaiportant  fortreifs.     But  the  arrival  of  three 
Portugu^Xe  £hip$i  raifed  the  feige,  at  a  time  when  famine  had 
almoft  brought  the  garrifon  to  defpair.     Nor  was  Malaca  hap- 
pier 
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^icr  than  Goa.  The  uncurbed  tyranny  of  the  Portuguefe  hai 
iltn6&  driven  trade  from  that  harbour^  and  the  dethroned  kifi|; 
once  more  invaded  the  ifland.  v^ith  a  ^reat  army.  But  Alexis  de 
Mcncees,  appeintod  governor  oF  that:  pUce,  arrived,  in  the  moft 
critical.  tifflSae,  with  300  mdn,  and  favfed  Malaca.  The  trade 
.with  China  after  this  greatly  increafed^  and  the  king  of  Ceylon^ 
with  whoii\  Albuquerk  hfad  bjftablifhed  a  valua^i^  commerce^ 
was  edihpelled  by  Soarez  to  pj^y  tribute  to  th#iking  of  Pbrtti^ 
gal.  A'hrvcfor  of  .the  king's  revenue  abpqtithi^  time  iriiv^d 
in  India^  veiled  with  a  pov(rer»  which*  fnterfeted  with,  and 
leflened  that  of  the  goVirnof •  Hence  comjilaints  and  appeals 
were  by  every  fleet  carried  to  Europe,  and  by  every  fleet  that 
returned  the  removal  of  officers  was  brought.  Integrity  now 
afforded  no  proteSibn,  and  to  amafs  Wealth  with  the  utmoft 
expedition,  was  now  thfe  beft  waiy  to.  feciire  its  ^K)fieffiont 
Rapacity  prevailed  aatoiig  the  Portuguefe,  and  all  wa^  difc6nr 
tent  among  the  Aatives^  when  in  1518,  after  a  regdncy  of  about 
three  years,  Soarez  was  recalled,  and  in  powbf  and  title  of 
governor  fucceeded  by  lago  Lop6z  de  Sequeyra,  Albuquerk 
was  dreadful  to  his'tfhemies  ilx  war,,  and  to  his  foldters  on  the 
leaft  appearance  of  difobedience.  BuC  at  other  times»  his  eur 
gaging  manners  won  .the  hearta  of  all.  And  hife  knowledge  of 
human  nature,  which  formed  his  political  <iondu£t,  wa^  of  the 
iirft  rate,  Soafez,  on  the  contrary,  the  man  who  nefufed  an 
equitable  treaty  offered  by  the  Zamorim,  and  was  .for  fuch 
errors  of  incapacity  fent  prifoner  to  Liibon  by  Albuquerk^ 
difplayed  in  all  his  tranfa^ions  the  meaheft  abilities^  AU  his 
capacity  feemed  to  reach  no  farther  than  to  preferve  that  folema 
face  of  dignity,  that  haughty  referved  importance  with  which 
the  dull  traniadt  the  n»ft  trifling  affairs;  a  folemnity  of  which 
hciavy.intelleds  are  extremely  jealous  and  tareful,  which  the 
ignoiriiit  rcvete,  and  which  tJic  lAttiligeAt  defpife.  When  the 
tourt  of.  LiflDon  fent  a  Soa^et  to  fujpercedi^anAlbuquetk,  they 
gave  a  prophecy  of  the  fall  of  their  empire.  . 

Sftjueyra,  the  difcover  of  Malaca^  begad  his  regency  with  the 
relief  of  that  important  mart;  and  the  king  of  Bintam,  the 
b^fieger,  after  feveral  attempts,  i}7m  compelled  to  fubniit  to  a 
treaty  diAated  by  the  Portujgiiefe.  Fony-dight  fliip?,  under  the 
command  <rf'  the  governor,  failed  to  reduce  the  itecmg  fort  and 
harbdtit  bf  DSu  or  DSto,  ott  fht  cdift  of  CamJjaya^  tA  obje<ft  of 

\  2  '  great 
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great  importance  to  the  Portuguefe,  but  nothing  was^  attempted. 
.Continual  Skirmiflics,  however,  dved  every  fliore  with  blood, 
while  no  method  of  cultivating  tne  friendfhip  cf  the  hoftilc 
natives  was  thought  of.  Every-  thing  <wv  the- oontfjry  tended  to 
inflame  them.  John  de  Borha,  fhip wrecked  -on  Ae  coaft  of 
Achem,  was  generoufly  relieved  by  the  fovereign.  George  de 
Brito  arrived  foon  after,  and  Borba  informed  him,  that  in  the 
fepulchres  of  the  kings  were  imm^nfe  tfeafures  of  gold;  and 
that  the  prefent  king,  his  bencfadtor,  had  formerly  robbed  fome 
Portuguefe  velTels.  Brito,  at  the  heaid  of  20a  men,  immediately 
began  hoftilities,  but  was  defeated  and  killed,  and  the  kings  of 
Achem  became  the  inveterate  enetaiies  of  the  Portuguefe,  and 
often  gave  them  infinite  trouble.  The  Maluco  illands  were, 
now  difcovered.  The  kings  of  thefe  at  ftrife  with  each  other, 
were  each  earneft  for  the  alliance  of  the  Portuguefe.  But  they, 
led  by  their  ufual  ideas,  foon  involved  themfelves  in  war  and 
llaughter.-  Ormuz,  where  Albuquerk  was  beloved  as  a  father, 
was  now  unable  to  bear  the  Portuguefe  yoke.  The  tribute  was 
raifed,  and  the  king  complained  that  his  revenues  could  not 
afford  to  pay  it.  Sequeyra  on  this  fent  Portuguefe  officers  to 
impofe  and  colleft  the  king's  cuftoms.  This  impolitical  ftep 
was  followed  by  its  natural  confequence.  The  infolence  and 
oppreffion  of  the  officers  produced  a  revolt.  Sequeyra,  however, 
defeated  the  people  of  Ormuz,  and  almoft  doubled  the  tribute 
which  before  they  were  unable  to  pay.  It  is  truly  aftonifhing 
how  men  (hould  expedt'  that  dominion  thus  fupported  fhould 
continue  long ;  that  they  could  not  fee  that  fuch  vidtories  both 
fowed  a:nd  nouriftied  the  feeds  of  future  war.  Even  the  Portu- 
guefe hiftorians  adopted  the  impolitical  uncommercial  ideas  of 
their  governors.  The  villainy  of  the  Portuguefe  merchants  loft 
the  profitable  trade  of  Canton^  and  only  a  few  efcaped  with 
great  hazard,  obliged  to  fight  their  way  through  the  Chinefe 
fleet.  Next  year  Alonzo  de  Melo,  ignorant  of  this,  entered 
that  harbour  with  four  fhips,  which  were  inftantly  feized  and 
the  crews  maflacrcd  by  the  enraged  *  Chinefe.     Faria  y  Soufa 

^  The  Chiaefe,  however,  had  too  much  tea  of  China,    at  the  port  of  Sanciam. 

Patch  policy  utterly  to  expel  any  merchan-  And  an  event  which  refutes  all  the  Je- 

dize  from  their  harbours.     A  few  years  fuitkal  accounts  of  the  gieatnefs  of  the 

after  this,  the  Portuguefe  who  bxought  gold  power  and  perfedion  of  the  Chinefe  go* 

firom  Africa  and  ipicery  from  In£a  were  vemment,  foon  gaye  diem  a  better  let^^ 

allowed  to  piischafe  the  filks>  porcelain,  and  deineiit.    A  piratej  uoned  Tchang-fi-lao^, 

xnado 
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makes  an  apology  for  mentioning  this,  and  calls  it  a  matter  of 
trade>  a  fubjedt  unworthy  of  grave  hiftory. 

While  Sequeyra  was  engaged  in  a  fecond  attempt  upon  Dio, 

,Duarte  de  Menezes  arrived  in  India,  and  fuccedcd  him  in  office. 

Unmeaninglflaughter  on  the  coafts  of  Madagafcar,  the  Red  Sea, 

India,  and  the  Maluco  iflands,  comprife  the  whole  hiftory  of 

his  regency.       . 

About  thia  time  died  Emmanuel,  king  of  Pw?fugal.  If  this 
hiftory  ieem  td  larraign  his  government,  it  will  alfo  prove  how 
difficult  it  is  for  the  moft  vigilant  king  always  to  receive  juft  in- 
telligence. For  Emmanuel  was  both  a  "great  aftd'a  good  king» 
Of  great  vigilance  in  council,  of  great  magnanlniity  in  the  exe- 
cution of  all  his  enterprizes  :  Of  great  capacity  in  diftinguifti- 
ing  the  abilities  of  men,  and  naturally  liberal  in  the  reward  of 
merit.  If  fuc|i  a  prince  as  Emmanuel  erred,  if  his  adminiftra- 
tion  of  Indian  affairs  in  any  inftance  arraign  his  policy,  let  it 
thence  be  inferred,  what  exactitude  of  intelligence  is  neceflary 
to  the  happy  government  of  a  diftant  colony. 

The  maladminiftration  of  Indian  affairs  was  now  the  popular 
complaint  at  the  court  of  Lifbon.  The  traffic  of  India  which* 
had  raifed  the  Caliphs  of  Egypt  to  the  height  of  their  formid- 
able power,  and  which  had  enriched  Venice,  was  now  found 
fcarcely  fufficient  to  fupport  the  military  method  of  command- 
ing it,  pra<5lifed  by  the  Portuguefe.  A  General  of  the  firft 
abilities  was  wanted,  and  the  celebrated  Vafco  de  Gama,  old  as; 
he  now  was,  honoured  with  the  title  of  Count  de  Vidigueyra,. 
was  appointed  Viceroy  by  John  III.  In  1524  Gama  arrived  the- 
third  time  in  India.  Cochin,  the  faithful  ally  and  chief  trading 
port  of  the  Portuguefe,  was  threatened  by  a  powerful  army  of 
the  Zamofim,  and  the  Indian  fcas  were  infefted  by  numberlefs 
fleets  of  Moors,  whom  their  enemies  called  pirates.  To  fup- 
prefs  thefe  Gama  fent  different  fquadrons,  who  were  fuccefsful; 
in  executing  their  orders.     But  while  he  meditated  far  greater 

made  hixnfelf  matter  of  the  IlttTe  ifland  of  pire  of  CHiaa  codld  not  do,  and  the  ifland' 

Macao.     Here  he  built  fleets  which  blocked  of  Macao  was  ^ven  them  by  the  emperor, 

up  the  ports  of  China,  and  laid  feiee  to  in  reward  of  this  eminent  fervice*    The 

Canton  itfelf.    In  this  crifis  of  diftrefs  the  porcelain  of  China  is  not  fb  brittle,  nor  the 

Chinefe  implored  the  afliftance  of  the  Por-  fissures  upon  it  more  awkward,  than  th^- 

tuguefe>  whom  they  had  lately  expelled  as  CSiinefe  ibrcngth  and  policy  muft  appear,  in 

the  word  of  mankind.    Two  or  three  Por-  the  light  which    this    event  throws^  upOQ- 

tuguefe  iloopt  effefied  what  the  potent  em*  them. 

'defigns^ 
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defigns,  dcfigns  of  the  fame  exalted  and  liberal  policy  which 
had  been  begun  by  himfelf,  and  fo  glorioufly  profecuted  by  Al- 
buquerk^  deaths  at  the  end  of  three  months^  clofed  the  regency 
of  Gama.  It  was  the  cuftom  of  the  kings  of  Portugal  to  fend 
commiilions  fealed  up  to  India>  with  orders^  which  fhould  be 
firft  opened  when  a  fucceflbr  to  government  was  wanted.  Gama, 
who  brought  with  him  three  of  thefe,  finding  the  approach  of 
diffolution,  opened  the  firft  commifiion.  And  as  Henry  de 
Menezesy  therein  named,  was  at  Goa,  he  appointed  Lopez  Vaz 
de  Sampayo,  a  man  of  great  abilities^  to  take  the  command  till 
Menezes  arrived.  When  Menezcs  arrived  at  Cochin,  he  pro- 
hibited the  ufual  marks  of  public  joy  on  his  elevation,  and  faid, 
it  was  more  neceflary  to  mourn  for  the  lofs  of  their  late  Vice- 
roy. Nor  did  the  public  condudt  of  the  new  governor,  the 
firft,  fays  Faria,  who  honoured  the  memory  of  his  predeceffor, 
deviate  from  this  generous  principle.  A  Portuguefe  veffel  at 
this  time  committed  feveral  depredations  on  ftates  at  peace  with 
Portugal.  This  (hip,  by  order  of  Menezes,  was  taken,  and  the 
crew  were  impaled.  A  noble  inftance  of  juftice,  of  more  po- 
litical fervice  than  all  the  vidlorics  of  a  Soarez.  The  danger  of 
Cochin  required  war,  and  Meneaes  carried  it  into  the  territories 
of  the  Zamorim,  whom  he  feverely  humbled.  The  Portuguefe 
arms  cleared  the  feas  of  pirates,  took  the  ftrong  city  of  E)ofar, 
and  reduced  fome  valuable  iflands  on  the  Red  Sea.  Great  pre- 
parations were  alfo  made  for  the  reduction  of  Dio,  when  Me- 
nezes, after  a  regency  of  thirteen  months,  died  of  a  mortifica- 
tion in  his  leg.  That  he  left  the  rtiilitary  power  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  much  more  formidable  thdn  he  found  it,  is  the  leaft  of 
is  praife.  Every  where,  at  Orihuz  in  particular,  he  curbed 
the  infolence  and  rapacity  of  his  countrymen,  and  proved  that 
time  was  only  wanting  for  him  to  have  reftored  the  fituation  of 
India  as  left  by  Albuquerk.  He  convinced  the  Indian  princes 
that  rapacity  was  not  the  chttradler  of  all  the  Portuguefe,  for  he 
accepted  of  no  prefent,  though  many,  as  the  cuftom  of  the 
country,  were  offered  to  him.  At  his  death,  which  happened 
in  his  thirtieth  yeai^,  thirteen  reaU  and  an  half,  not  a  crown  in 
the  whole,  was  all  thd  private  pr6perty  found  in  the  pofleflion 
of  this  young  governor. 

Other  tranfedlions   now  fucceed.      The   fccbnd  ind   third 
commiflions,    brought   by   Gama,    were  unopened*    and   left 

he 
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he  who  w^$  firft  named  iGhoukl  be  diflant^   Menezes,  on  his 
death-bed>  appointed  Francis  de  Sa  to  affume  the  command 
till  the  arrival  of  the  proper  governor.     On  opening  the  feeond 
commiffion,  Pedro  de  Mafcarenhas  was  found  named.     As  this 
officer  was  at  Malaca,  a  council  was  held,  wherein  it  was  re- 
folvcd  to  fet  afide  Francis  de  Sa,  and  open  the  third  commif- 
lion.     Sampayo,  who  in  this  was  appointed,    took  an  oath  to 
refign  on  the  arrival  of  Mafcarene,  and  immediately  he  aflumed 
the  power  of  government.     Mafcarene  about  this   time*  per- 
formed fome  adions  of  great  military  fplendor  in  defence  of 
Malaca.     The  king  of  Bintam,  with  feveral  auxiliary  princes,, 
who  with  numerous  armies  threatened  dcftrudion  to  the  Portu- 
guefe  fettlemcnt,    were  defeated  by  this  brave  officer.     The.- 
Spaniards  about  thi$  time  took  poffeffion  of  fome  of  the  Maluco 
iilands,  where  the 'treachery  of  the  Portuguefe  had  made  their 
name  odious.     Don  George  de  Menezes  and  Don  Garcia  En- 
riquez,  two  captains  on  this  ftation,  put  one  another  alternately 
in  irons.     They  at  laft  came  to  a  civil  war,  wherein  Garcia: 
was  worftcd ;  and  Menezes  was  defeated  by  the  Spaniards,  who^' 
publickly  executed  fome  of  his  officers,  as  traitors  to  Charles  V., 
to  whom  they  owed  no  allegiance.     Opprefled  by  the  tyranny 
of  the  Moors,  the  king  of  Sunda  implored  the   proteftion  of 
the  Portuguefe,  offered  to  pay  a  confiderable  tribute,  and  en- 
treated them  to  built  a  fort  in  his  dominions.     Yet  it  was  not: 
in  the  power  of  Sampayo  to  reftore  the  tranquillity  of  the  Ma- 
lucos,  or  to  improve  the  offers  of  Sunda,     He  had  engaged  ith 
a  fcheme  of  policy  which  fettered  hia  operations.     One  villainy 
muft  be  defended  by  another,  and  the  public  intereft  muft  be- 
fecondary  in  the  politics  of  the  moft  able  Ufurpcr  of  unjuft 
power.     Sampayo  was  relblved  to  withhold  the  regency  fronr. 
Mafcarene,  and  therefore  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  at  Cochin  was. 
his  firft  care.     Where  his  own  intereft  and  that  of  the  public: 
were  one,  Sampayo  behaved  as  a  great  commander ;  but  where 
they  were  lefs  immediately  conned:ed,    that  of  the  latter  was 
even  neceffarily  negle<fted,  and  fell  into  ruin.    It  was  his  intereft. 
to  crufh  the  Zamorim,  and  he  gained  coniiderable  vidories  over 
Cutial,  admiral  of  the  moft  formidable  fleet  which  had  hitherto- 
been  fitted  out  from  the  ports  of  Calicut.    Sampayo  then  failed 
to  Goa,  where  Francis  de  Sa  refufcd  to  acknowledge  him  as- 
governor*    This:  difpute  was  fubmited    to  the  council  of  the. 

city>. 
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city,  and  the  man  in  power  was  confirmed.  Sa  was  then  fent 
to  build  a  fort  in  Sunda,  but  the  politics  of  Sampayo  could  not 
fpare  a  force  fufficient  to  overawe  the  Moors,  and  Francis  de  Sa 
could  not  effedl  his  defign. 

The  artful  Sampayo  now  wrote  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  that 
a  moft  formidable  hoftile  alliance  was  in  meditation.  The  nor- 
thern princes  were  ready  to  affift  the  king  of  Cambaya,  and 
Solyman,  the  Turkirti  admiral,  had  promifed  the  Soldan  to 
drive  the  Portuguefe  from  India,  if  he  would  give  him  a  com- 
petent armament.  It  was  the  intereft  of  Sampayo  to  make 
every  prepsfration  of  defence,  and  every  excufe  for  preparation. 
But  he  ftill  kept  near  Cochin.  The  brave  Hedlor  de  Sylveyra 
was  fent  to  Dio  and  other  places,  and  the  reputation  of  the 
adtions  he  performed  ftrengthened  the  authority  of  the  Ufurper. 
A  fleet  of  five  fliips  now  arrived  from  Portugal,  and  brought 
two  new  commiflions.  Thefe  were  opened  byMexia,  in- 
fpedlor  of  the  revenue,  and  Lopez  Vaz  de  Sampayo,  contrary 
to  the  former  commiflions,  was  here  named  prior  to  Pedro  de 
Mafcarene.  What  an  infatuation  of  government  was  this  !  Had 
all  been  happy  in  India,  this  muft  have  baniflied  harmony  from 
the  councils  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  for  a  time  unhinged  the 
operations  of  jufl:  authority.  Sampayo,  when  he  took  the  oath 
to  refign  to  Mafcarene,  difpatched  a  meflTage  to  Malaca  with 
the  tidings.  Mafcarene  immediately  aflTumed  his  power  there, 
and  Sampayo,  who  now  expedled  his  arrival,  held  a  council  at 
Cochin.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  name  the  refult.  He  was 
prefent,  and  in  power ;  and  it  was  refolved  that  Mafcarene 
fhould  not  be  acknowledged  as  governor.  Sampayo  then  retired 
to  Goa,  and  left  Mexia  at  Cochin  to  give  Mafcarene  the  re- 
ception concerted  between  them.  Immediately  as  Mafcarene 
landed,  Mexia's  fpear  run  him  through  the  arm,  feveral  of  his 
company  were  wounded  by  the  armed  attendants  of  Mexia,  and 
a  retreat  to  the  fleet  faved  the  lives  of  Mafcarene  and  his  friends. 

When  the  tidings  of  this  reached  Goa,  Henry  Figuera  fup- 
pofed  the  friend  of  the  ejedted  governor  was  difpoflTeflcd  of  the 
command  of  Coulam,  and  Mexia  was  by  Sampayo  appointed  to 
fucceed.  Anthony  de  Sylveyra  was  fent  to  take  Mafcarene  at 
fea,  to  put  him  in  irons,  and  to  deliver  him  prifoner  to  Simon 
de  Menezes,  commander  of  Conanor;  all  which  was  performed. 
This  haughty  tyranny,   however,    produced  loud  complaints. 

The 
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The  fnuirmur  was  general  at  Goa.  Souza,  commander  of 
Chauly  remonftrated, .  and  the  brave  Heftor  de  Sylveyra  boldly 
upbraided  Sampayo  for  his  unworthy  treatment  of  Mafcarene, 
to  whom  a  trial  had  been  refufed.  Sampayo,  fierce,  refolute  to 
perfift;  Heftor  retired,  and  fummoned  the  council  of  Goa. 
A  letter  figned  by  three  hundred,  who  promifed  to  fupport  him 
as  governor,  was  fent  to  Mafcarene.  It  was  alfo  agreed  to 
feize  Sampayo,  but  he  was  no  ftranger  to  this  defign,  and  im- 
prifonment  was  the  fortune  of  the  brave  Heiftor.  Menezcs, 
governor  of  Cananor,  as  foon  as  he  received  information  from 
Goa  of  the  caufe  why  Mafcarene  was  in  chains,  fet  him  free, 
and,  together  with  Souza,  commandant  of  Chaul,  and  Anthony 
de  Azevedo,  admiral  of  the  Indian  feas,  acknowledged  him  go- 
vernor. The  Portuguefe  were  now  on  the  eve  of  a  war  among 
themfelves,  when  Azevedo  and  other  leaders  propofed  to  ac- 
commodate difputes  by  arbitration.  Sampayo  with  great  cun- 
ning managed  this  affair.  He  delayed  his  confent,  though  on 
the  brink  of  ruin,  till  he  knew  who  were  named  as  judges,  and 
till  he  had  procured  a  pardon  for  Alonzo  Mexia,  his  friend*, 
who  had  attempted  the  life  of  Mafcarene.  Yet,  though  the 
defenders  of  this  brave  officer  had  influence  to  remove  one  of 
the  appointed  judges,  and  to  add  five  others  of  their  own  nomi- 
nation, the  arts  of  Sampayo  prevailed.  The  chief  inhabitants 
of  Cochin  attended,  and  confcious  of  their  former  vote  in 
council  againft  Mafcarene,  declared,  that  if  his  title  was  pre- 
ferred, they  would  revolt  to  the  Moors.  He  who  does  a  man 
ah  injury,  generally  becomes  the  rancorous  enemy  of  the  in- 
jured man;  and  even  the  friends  of  him  whofe  power  is  on  the 
decline,  cautioufly  withdraw  from  his  intereft.  The  council 
of  Goa,  who  had  promifed  to  fupport,  now  deferted  Mafcarene^ 
forward  to  make  their  peace  where  they  feared  to  oppofe. 
Sampayo  was  declared  lawful  governor,  and  Mafcarene  em- 
barked for  Lifbon,  wjiere  he  was  honourably  received  by  the 
king,  and  in  reward  of  his  merit,  appointed  governor  of  Azamor 
in  Africa ;  on  his  return  from  whence  he  pcrifhed  at  fea. 

Sampayo,  now  undiflurbed  by  a  rival,  but  confcious  of  the 
accufations  which  Mafcarene  would  lay  againfl  him,  exerted  all 
his  abilities  to  recommend  himfelf  to  his  fovereign.  But  Al- 
meyda,  not  Albucjuerk,  was  the  pattern  he  imitated.  The  prin-^ 
cipal  leaders  of  the  Turkifh  fleet  had  been  aflfaffinated  by  the 
;  /..  •        m  friends 


Ixxxli  INTRODUCTION. 

friends  of  each  other,  and  their  war  fhips  were  fcattered  in  dif-^ 
ferent  places.  Sampayo  fent  Azovedo  to  deftpoy  all  he  could 
find,  and  Alonzo  de  Melo  was  difpatdhed  with  a  proper 
force  to  cred  a  fort  on  the  iflind  of  Suzida.  What  heavy  ac^ 
cufation  of  his  former  condad,  devoted  to  his  private  interefti 
was  this  late  execution  of  thefe  important  defigns  )  Other  ctp-% 
tains  were  fent  upon  various  expeditions.  HcStor  de  Sylvcyra^ 
one  of  the  moft  gallant  officers  ever  fent  from  Portugal  to  lodia, 
greatly  diflinguiSied  himfelf )  John  Deza  deftroycd  the  remaios 
of  the  Zamorim's  fleets,  comsmanded  by  Cutiale,  a  Chincfe 
admiral;  and  Sampayo  himfelf  fpread  flaughter  and  deva« 
ftation  over  the  feas  and  fhores  of  India.  Every  where,  fays 
Paria,  there  was  fire  and  fword,  ruin  and  deflrudtion.  In  the 
midfl  of  this  bloody  career,  Nunio  de  Cunha  arrived  with  a 
commiflion  to  fucceed  Sam{Kiyo.  Sampayo  pleaded  to  fini(h 
what  he  had  begun,  to  clear  the  feas  of  pirates ;  and  Nunio^ 
according  to  the  honour  of  that  age,  granted  his  requefl,  that  it 
might  not  be  faid  he  had  reaped  the  laurels  already  grafped  by 
another.  Some  time  after  this,  Nunio,  in  his  way  to  Cochin^ 
put  into  the  harbour  of  Cananon  Sampayo,  who  happened  to 
be  there,  fent  his  brother  in  law,  John  Deza,  to  Nunio,  in- 
viting him  to  come  afhore  and  receive  the  refignation  of  the  go- 
vernor. But  Nunio  perhaps  feared  a  fnare,  and  he  infiftcd  that 
Sampayo  fhould  come  on  board.  He  came,  and  having  refigned 
with  the  ufual  folemnities,  was  ordered  by  Nunio  to  attend  him 
to  Cochin,  where,  by  order  of  the  new  governor,  his  efFedts 
were  feized  and  his  perfon  imprifoned.  And  foon  after,  amid 
the  infuks  of  the  croud,  he  was  put  aboard  a  (hip  and  fent  pri- 
foncr  to  Lifbon,  where  his  life  and  his  property  were  left  to  the 
determination  of  the  fovcreign  *. 

•  When  Sampayo  was  arretted,  '*X^U  carried  to  the  caftlc,  and  there  confined  ki 

Name 9  faid  he,   /  ha*vg  imprifoned  other s^  a  duneeon,  where  not  even  his  wife  was  per* 

and  am  row  imprifoned ^  dn  i  one  luill  come  mitted  to  fee  him.     After  two  vears,  the 

tc  imprijon  him.**    When  this  was  repdrif-^  J>vk»  of  Braganza,  who  admired  his  mili- 

ed,  '*  Tell   ^ampayOi    faid  Nunio^    iha$  f  tary  exploits,  procured  his  trial.     When  he 

dohht  it  net ;  hut  there  Jhall  he  this  difference  was  brought  before  the  king,  who  was  for^- 

hetmjeen  Us ;  he  defemjes  imprifonmenf ^  hut  I  rocmded  with  hh  cooncil  and  jadgjes,   his 

(hall  n'it  defernte  it**     When  the  fhip  which  Jong  white  beard  which  covered  his  face, 

carried  Sampayo  arrived  at  the  ifle  Of  Tcr-  zxA  the  other  tokens  of  his  fuffcrings,  fayi 

cera,    an  officer,    who  waited  his  arrival,  Faria,  might  have  moved  Mafcarene  him- 

Kt  him  in  irons.     When  he  landed  at  Lif*  felf  to  foraivenefs.     He  made  a  long  maf« 

n,  he  was  fst  upon  a  mule,  loaded  witb  lerly  fpeech,  wherein  he  enumcnued  His  fa-* 

chains,  and  amid  the  infults  of  the  populace^  vices,  pleaded  the  neceffities  of  public  affairs, 

and 
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The  ads  and  charader  of  this  extraordinary  man  demand  the 
attention  of  every  country  pofleflbd  of  colonies.  His  abilities 
were  certainly  of  the  firfl  rate,  but  having  made  one  ftep  of 
villany,  the  neceflity  of  felf-defence  rendered  his  talents  of  little 
benefit,  rather  of  great  prejudice  to  his  country.  The  Portu-^ 
guefe  writers,  indeed,  talk  in  high  terms  of  his  eminent  fer-^ 
vices  and  military  glory.  But  there  is  a  furer  teft  than  thejir 
opinion.  The  Indian  princes  fincerely  mourned  over  the  aihe9 
of  Albuquerk,  whom  they  called  their  father ;  but  there  was  a 
general  joy  on  the  departure  of  their  tyrant  Sampayo ;  a  certain 
proof  that  his  condu£E  was  of  infinite  prejudice  to  the  interefl: 
of  Portugal.  However  high  and  dreadful  they  may  feem,  men 
in  his  fituation  never  dare  to  punifh  without  refped  of  the  of- 
fender's connedtions.  The  tyranny  of  George  de  Menezes^ 
governor  of  Maluco,  under  Sampayo,  difgraces  human  nature. 
He  openly  robbed  the  houfes  of  the  Moorish  merchants,  cut 
off  the  hands  of  fome,  and  looked  on,  while  a  magiflrate,  who 
bad  dared  to  complain,  was,  by  his  or^er,  devoured  by  dogs  ^. 
If  the  embarraffment  of  Sampayo  was  the  only  protection  of 
this  mifcreant,  others,  however,  had  his  fan£tion.  CamoenSt 
that  enthufiaft  of  his  nation's  honour,  in  an  apoflrophe  to  Maf- 
carene,  thus  charafterifcs  the  regency  of  the  Ufurper,  *'  Avarice 
and  ambition  now  in  India  fet  their  face  openly  againfl  God  and, 
juftice;  a  grief  to  thee,  but  not  thy  £hame!"  And  Camocns 
is  exceeding  accurate  in  the  faiSts  of  hiftory,  and  with  the  reft 
of  his  countrymen,  admires  the  military  renown  of  Sampayo. 
But  if  Sampayo  humbled  the  Moors,  it  fliould  alfo  be  remem- 
bered that,  according  to  Faria,  thefe  people  had  improved  the 

and  urged  the  examples  of  others,  who  had  captive.     The  viftim  is  tied  to  a  tree,  his 

been  rewarded.     His  defence  ftaggered  the  teeth  and  nails  are  drawn ,  burning  wood  i$ 

king's  reibludon  againft  kirn,  but  his  ufur-  held  to  every  tender  part,  his  roafted  fineera 

pation  could  not  be  forgiven.     He  was  fen-  are  put  into  the  bowl  of  a  pipe  and  fmoa^d 

tenced  to  pay  Maicarene  10,000  ducats,  to  by  the  fHvages;  his  tormentors  widi  horrid 

forfeit  hit  allowance  as  governor,  and  to  be  hawh  ^ance  rpond  him,  wounding  him  at 

baniflied  into  Africa.     But  he  was  aft^r-  every  turn  with  their  poignards ;  his  eyes 

wards  allowed  to  return  in  a  private  ftation  are  at  laft  thruil  out,  and  he  is  let  loofe  t6 

to  Portugal,     Hit  friend  Alonzo  Mexia,  ilaggeraboat  as  his  torture  impels  him.     As 

the  infpedlor  of  the  revenue,  was  alfo  fe«  foon  4s  he  expires,  his  diflevered  limbs  are 

verely  punilhed,  if  lefs  than  his  rapacity  de-  boiled  in  the  war-kettle,  and  devoured  by 

lerved,  may  be  called  fevere.  hit  executioner^.     While  George  de  Meae* 

•  This  tyrant,  on  his  return  to  Lifbon,  zes  fufFered  this  torture,  charity  would  hope 

was  banifhed  to  the  3razi^s,  where,  in  ^  th^t  the  remembrance  of  his  cruelties  in 

reiK!Oiinfter  with  the  h^flvcs,  he  was  taken  India,  nve  hiin  his  fctereft  pains. 
priibacr,  «^  (U  W  (he  dc*ch  of  an  AmcrictBl 

m  z  divifions 
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divifions  made  by  his  politics,  greatly  to  the  hurt  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  fettlemcnts.  And  when  he  did  conquer,  puflied  on  by 
the  rage  to  do  fomething  eminent,  every  vidlory  was  truly 
Gothic,  and  was  in  its  confequence  uncommercial.  It  is  not 
earthquakes  and  whirlwinds  that  revive  a  blighted  harveft ;  the 
gentle  rains  and  mild  dews  of  heaven  alone  difFufe  fertility,  and 
heal  the  chafms  of  the  withered  foil-  Malaca,  while  governed 
by  the  injured  Mafcarene,  was  the  only  divifion  of  Portuguefe 
Afia  where  commerce  flouriflied.  After  his  departure,  all  was 
wretchednefs ;  Portuguefe  againft  Portuguefe,  piracy  and  rapine 
here  and  at  the  Malucos.  In  what  condition  the  reft  were  left 
by  Sampayo  will  foon  appear. 

The  king  of  Cochin,  the  valuable  ally  and  auxiliary  of  the 
Portuguefe,  was  confined  by  the  fmall-pox  when  Nunio  arrived. 
Nunio  offered  to  wait  upon  him,  but  the  king  declined  the  inter- 
view on  account  of  the  infeftion,  though  a  fight  of  the  new  gover- 
nor, he  added,  he  was  fure  would  cure  his  fever.  Nunio  waited 
upon  him,  and  heard  a  long  lift  of  the  injuries  and  rapine  com- 
mitted by  Sampayo  and  Mexia.  Thefe,  in  true  policy,  Nunio 
redreflfed;  and  tne  king,  who  complained  that  he  had  been 
kept  as  a  flave  in  his  own  palace,  was  now  made  happy.  Nunio 
vifited  the  other  princes  in  alliance  with  Portugal,  and  at  every 
court  and  harbour  found  oppreflioh  and  injuftice.  At  Ormuz 
in  particular,  tyranny  and  extortion  had  defied  refiftance.  Nunia 
foothed  and  redreffed  the  wrongs  of  the  various  princes.  Pro- 
clamation was  made  every  where,  inviting  the  injured  Moors 
and  Indians  to  appear  before  him  and  receive  redrefs.  Many 
appeared,  and  to  the  aftoniftiment  of  all  India,  juftice  was  con- 
fpicuoufly  diftributed.  Raez  Xarafo,  the  creature  of  Sampayo, 
prime  minifter,  or  rather  tyrant  of  the  king  of  Ormuz,  ftood 
accufed  of  the  moft  horrid  crimes  of  office.  Rapine  was  defend- 
ed by  murderj  and  the  fpirit  of  induftry,  cruftied  to  the  ground, 
fighed  for  fupport  amid  the  defolate  ftreets.  Innocence  and  in- 
duftry were  now  protected  by  Nunio,  and  Xarafo,  though  a 
native  of  India,  was  fent  in  irons  to  Liflbon  to  take  his  trial. 
Nor  was  Nunio  forgetful  of  the  enemies,  while  thus  employed 
in  rcftoring  to  profperity  the  allies  of  Portugal  *,     Heftor  de 

*  Before  his  arrival,  Nunio  greatly  dif-  Melinda  and  Zanzibar  to  great  diftrefi. 

tbgttifhed  himfelf  on  the  Ethiopian  coaft.  Nanio  reduced  Mombaza  to  aflies^  ai^d  left 

The  kine  of  Mombaza,  in  hatred  to  the  a  garrifon  at  Melinda,   which  afterwards 

Portuguefe,  had  again  reduced  the  kings  of  rendered  confiderable  fervice  to  that  city. 
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Sylveyra,  with  a  large  fleet,  made  a  line  acroft  the  gulph  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  let  not  a  Moorifti  or  Egyptian  teflcl 
efcape.  Anthony  Galvam,  a  very  enthufiafl  in  honefty,  was 
fent  by  Nunio  to  fucceed  Ataide,  governor  of  the  Malucos,  a 
villain  who  trod  in  the  fteps  of  Menezes.  All  was  in  confufion 
when  Galvam  arrived ;  but  he  had  infinitely  more  difficulty^ 
fays  Faria,  to  fupprefs  the  villainy  of  the  Portuguefe,  than  to 
quell  the  hoftile  natives.  By  his  wifdom,  however,  refolution,. 
and  moft  fcrupulous  integrity,  the  Malucos  once  more  became  a 
flourifliing  fettlement,and  the  neighbouring  kings,  fome  of  whom 
he  had  vanquifhed,  entreated  his  continuance  when  he  received 
his  recal.  Anthony  de  Sylveyra  fpread  the  terror  of  his  arms 
along  the  hoftile  coaft  of  Cambaya,  and  from  thence  to  Bengal. 
Stephen  de  Gama,  fon  of  the  great  Vafco,  was  fent  to  Malaca, 
which  he  effedlually  fecured,  by  the  repeated  defeats  of  the 
neighbouring  princes  in  hoftility.  And  the  governor  himfelf 
attempted  Dio ;  but  while  employed  in  the  reduction  of  the 
ftrongly  fortified  ifland  of  Beth,  where  the  brave  Hedtor  de 
Sylveyra  fell,  a  great  reinforcement,  commanded  by  Muftapha„ 
a  Turk,  entered  Dio,  and  enabled  that  city  to  hold  out  againft 
all  the  vigorous  attacks  of  Nunio. 

While  the  governor  was  thus  employed  in  reftoring  the 
ftrength  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements,  fccnes,  new  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe, opened,  and  demanded  the  exertion  of  all  his  wifdom 
and  abilities.  One  of  thofe  brutal  wars,  during  which  the 
caftern  princes  defolate  kingdoms  and  fixed  the  blood  of  mil- 
lions, now  broke  forth.  Badur,  king  of  Guzarat  or  Cambaya, 
one  of  thofe  horrid  chara<fters  common  in  oriental  hiftory, 
afcended  the  throne,  through  the  blood  of  his  father  and  elder 
brothers.  Innumerable  other  murders,  ad:s  of  perfidy  and  urf- 
juft  invafions  of  his  neighbours,,  increafed  his  territories,  when 
the  Mogul,  or  king  of  Delhi,  fent- a  demand  of  homage  and 
tribute.  Badur  flayed  the  ambafladors  alive,  and  boaftcd  that 
thus  he  would  always  pay  his  tribute  and  homage.  Armies  of 
about  200,000  men  were  raifed  on  each  fide,  and  alternately 
deftroyed,  fometimes  by  the  fword,.  fometimes  by  famine. 
New  armies  were  repeatedly  muftered,  inferior  kingdoms  were 
defolated  as  they  marched  along,  but  Badur  was  at  laft  reduced 
to  the  loweft  extremity.  In  his  diftrefs  he  implored  the  affif- 
tancc  of  the  Portuguele,  and  not  only  yielded  Dio,  a  city  among 

almoft. 
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almoft  inacceffiblc  rocks,  but  gave  permiflion  to  Nunio  to  for- 
tify it  as  he  pleafed  *.     The  Mogul  alfo  made  large  offers,  but 
thofe  of  Badur  were  accepted,  and  the  king  of  Delhi's  army 
foon  after  withdrew  from  Cambaya,     Abraham,  king  of  Decan, 
entitled  Hydal  Can,  had  about  this  time  laid  feige  to  Golconda 
with  an  army  of  near  half  a  million,    but  Cotamaluco,   the 
prince  whom  he  befieged,  found  means  to  defeat  him  by  fa- 
mine.    Abraham  had  dethroned  his  own  brother,  Mulacham, 
and  thruft  out  his  eyes.     Azadacam,  an  expert  Mohammedan, 
at  the  head  of  a  large  army,  endeavoured  to  revenge  Mulacham, 
when  the  people  of  Decan,  defolated  by  thefe  brutal  wars,  en- 
treated Nunio  to  take  the  dominion  of  their  country,  and  de- 
liver them  from  utter  ruin.     As  the  Decan  forms  the  continent 
oppofite  to  Goa,  the  offer  was  accepted,  and  ratified  by  the 
confentof  Azadacam.     Azadacam  now  fled  to  the  king  of  Bif- 
nagar,  the  old  enemy  of  the  Decan,  and  Abraham,  now  aflifted 
by  Catamaluco,  the  prince  whom  he  befieged  in  Golconda,  in- 
vaded Bifnagar  with  an  army  of  400,000  men  and  700  ele- 
phants.    But  while  human  blood  flowed  in  rivulets,  Azadacam 
made  his  peace  with  Abraham,  and  Cotamaluco  joined  the  king 
of  Bifnagar.     King  Badur,  who  owed  his  crown  to  the  Portu- 
guefe,  now  meditating  their  deftruftion,  entered  into  a  leagup 
with  th?  Hydal  Can.     And  Azadacam,  who  had  ratified  the 
treaty,  by  which  the  miferable  inhabitants  of  Decan  had  put 
themfelves  under  the  Portuguefe  dominion,   now  advifed   his 
mafler  to  recover  his  territory  by  force  of  arms.     A  war  enfued, 
but  neither   Azadacam,    nor  Solyman  Aga   with  his    Perfian 
auxiliaries,  could  expel  the  Portuguefe.     Hydal  Can,  tired  by 
the  groans  of  the  people,  ordered  hoftilities  to  ceafe,  but  was 
not  obeyed  by  Azadacam,  who,  to  cover  his  treafon,  attempted 
to  poifon  Hydal  Can.     Yet  foon  after  the  traitor  bought  his  par- 


•  One  lago  Botcllo  performed  the  moft 
wonderful  voyage,  perhaps,  upon  record, 
on  thb  occafion.  He  was  an  exile  in  India, 
and  as  he  knew  how  eamelUy  the  king  of 
Portugal  defired  the  podefiion  of  Diu,  he 
JiopecC  that  to  be  the  meiTcneer  of  the 
agreeable  tidings  would  procure  his  pardon. 
Having  got  a  draught  of  the  fort,  and  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  with  Badur,  he  fet  fail 
on  pretence  for  Cambaya,  in  a  veflel  only 
lixteen  feet  and  an  half  long,  nine  broad. 


and  four  and  a  half  deep.  Three  Portu- 
guefe, his  fervants,  and  fome  Indian  fiavcs, 
were  his  crew.  When  out  at  fea  he  dif- 
covered  his  true  purpofe :  this  produced  a 
mutiny,  in  which  all  that- were  tailors  were 
killed.  Botello,  however,  proceeded,  and 
arrived  at  Liibon,  where^  his  pardon  was  all 
his  reward.  His  veflel,  by  the  king's  order, 
was  immediately  burned,  that  fuch  evidence 
of  the  fafety  and  £aie  of  the  voyage  to  India 
might  not  remain. 

don 
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don  with  gold,  for  gold  is  dilinipotefit  in  the  fordid  coufM  of  th* 
Eaft*  Ndnio,  however,  compelled  Azadacam  to  a  truce,  but 
a  new  enemy  immediately  arofe.  The  Zamorim,  encouraged 
by  Badur,  raifdd  an  army  of  about  50,000  men,  but  was  fix 
times  defeated  by  the  Portuguefe.  Badur  had  now  recourfe  to 
perfidy.  He  entreated  a  conference  with  Nunio  at  Diu,  and 
with  Souza,  the  governor  of  the  fort,  with  intention  to  aflafli- 
iiate  them  both.  But  ere  his  fchemc  was  ripe,  Souza,  one  day^ 
in  ftepping  into  Badur's  barge,  fell  into  the  water.  He  was 
taken  up  in  fafety,  but  fome  Portuguefe,  who  at  a  diftance  be- 
held his  danger,  rowed  up  haftily  to  his  afliftance,  when  Badur, 
troubled  with  a  villain's  fears,  ordered  Souza  to  be  killed.  Four 
Portuguefe  gentlemen  immediately  boarded  his  barge,  and 
ruflhed  on  the  tyrant.  lago  de  Mefqueta  wounded  him,  but 
though  thefe  brave  men  loft  their  lives  in  the  attempt,  they 
forced  Badur  to  leap  over  board  for  fafety.  A  commotion  in 
the  bay  enfued,  and  the  king,  unable  to  fwim  any  longer,  called 
out  aloud  who  he  was,  and  begged  afliftance.  A  Portuguefe 
officer  held  out  an  oar,  but  as  Badur  laid  hold  of  it,  a  common 
foldier,  moved  with  honeft  indignation,  ftruck  him  over  the 
face  with  a  halbert,  and  repeating  his  blows,  delivered  the 
world  of  a  tyrant,  whofe  remorfelefs  perfidy  and  cruelty  had 
long  difgraced  human  nature. 

In  this  abridged  view  of  the  dark  barbarous  politics,  un- 
blufhing  perfidy,  and  defolating  warsof  king  Badur,  the  king 
of  Delhi,  and  the  Hydal  Can,  we  have  a  complete  epitome  of 
the  hiftory  of  India.  Century  after  century  contains  only  a  re- 
petition of  the  fame  changes  in  policy,  the  fame  defolations, 
and  the  fame  deluges  of  fpilt  blood.  And  who  can  behold  fa 
horrid  a  picture  without  perceiving  the  ineftimable  benefits 
which  MAY  BE  DIFFUSED  over  the  Eaft  by  a  potent  fettlement 
of  Europeans,  benefits  which  true  policy,  which  their  own  in- 
tereft  demand  from  their  hands,  which  have  in  part  been  given, 
and  certainly  will  one  day  be  largely  difFufed.  Nunio,  as  miick 
OB  poflibly  he  could,  improved  every  opportnnity  of  convincing 
the  natives,  that  the  friendftiip  of  his  countrymen  was  capable 
of  affording  them  the  fureft  defence.  Greatly  fiiperior  to  the 
grofs  ideas  of  Gothic  conqueft.hc  addreflcd  himfelf  to  the  reafon. 
and  the  intercfts  of  thofe  with  whom  he  negociated.  He  called 
a  meeting  of  the  principal  inhabitants  and  merchants  of  Cam- 

baya,. 
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baya,  and  laid  the  papers  of  the  dead  king  before  them.     By 
thefe^  the  treacherous  defigns  of  king  Badur  fully  appeared,  and 
hirf  negociation  to  engage  the  Grand  Turk  to  drive  the  Portu- 
guefe  from  India  was  dete<fted.     Coje  Zofar,  one  of  the  firft 
officers  *of  Badur,  and  who  was  prefent  at  his  death,  with  feveral 
others,  -witnefled  the  manner  of  it.     And  Moors  and  Pagans 
alike  acquitted  the  Portuguefe.     Letters,  to  this  purpofe,  in 
Arabic  and  Pcrfic,    figned  by  Coje  Zofar  and  the  chief  men 
of  Cambaya,    were  difperfed  by  Nunio  every  where  in  India 
and  the  coafts  of  Arabia.     Nor  did  this  great  politician  ftop 
here.     Superior  to  bigottry,  he  did  not  look  to  the  Pope's  Bull 
for  the  foundation  of  authority.  •    The  free  exercife  of  the  Mo- 
hammedan and  Brahmin  religions  was  permitted  in  every  Por- 
tuguefe territory,  and  not  only  the  laws,  the  officers  appointed, 
but  even  the  penfions  given  by  king  Badur,  were  continued. 
The  Portuguefe  fettlements  now  enjoyed  profpcrity.     A  priva- 
teering war  with  the  Moors  of  Mecca,  and  fome  hoftilities  in 
defence  of  the  princes,  his  allies,  were  the  fole  incumbrances 
of  Nunio,    while  India  was  again  fteeped  in-l^er  own  blood. 
While  the  new  king  of  Cambaya  was  dethroned,  "while  Omaum 
king  of  Delhi  loft  an  army  of  above  400i6^^'%ien  in  Bengal, 
and  while  Xercham,  the  king  of  that  cbuntry,  'together  with 
his  own  life,  loft  almoft  as  many  in  the  f<Sge  of  Calijor,    Nu- 
nio preferved  his  territory  in  the  Decan  in  a  ftate  of  peace  and 
fafety,  the  envy  of  the  other  provinces  of  India.     But  the  ar- 
mament of  the  Turk,  procured  by  Badur,    now  arrived,    and 
threatened  the  deftrudlion  of  the  Portuguefe.     Selim,  Sultan  of 
Conftantinople,  a  few  years  before,  had  defeated  the  Soldan  of 
Egypt,   and   annexed  his  dominions   to  the  Turkifti   empire. 
The  Mohammedan  ftrength  was  now  more  confolidated  than 
ever.     The  Grand  Turk  was  at  war,  and  meditated  conquefts 
in  Europe.     The  traffic  of  India  was  the  mother  and  nurfe  of 
his  naval  ftrength,  and  the  prefents  fent  by  king  Badur  gave 
him  the  higheft  idea  of  the  riches  of  Indoftan.     Seventy  large 
veflcls,  well  fupplied  with  cannon  and  all  military  ftoi:es,  under 
the  command  of  Solyman,  Baftiaw  of  Cairo,  failed  from  the 
port  of  Suez,    to  extirpate  the  Portuguefe  from  India.     The 
feamen  were  of  diffi^rent  nations,  many  of  them  Venetian  galley- 
flaves,  taken  in  war,  all  of  them  trained  failors ;  and  7000  Ja- 
nifaries  were  deftined  to  adl  on  (hore.     Some  Portuguefe  Rene- 
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gados  were  alfo  in  the  fleet ;  and  Coje  Zofar^  who  had  hitherto 
been  the  friend  of  Nunio,  with  a  party  of  Cambayans^  joined 
Solyman.  The  hoftile  operations  began  with  the  feige  of  Dio, 
but  when  Nunio  was  ready  to  fail  to  its  relief  with  a  fleet  of 
eighty  veflTels,  Garcia  de  Noronha  arrived  with  a  commiflion  to 
fucceed  him  as  governor.  Nunio  immediately  refigned^  and 
Noronha,  in  providing  a  greater  fleet,  by  a  criminal  lofs  of 
time,  reduced  the  garrifon  of  Dio  to  the  greateft  extremity. 
Here  the  Portuguefe  (hewed  miracles  of  bravery.  Anthony  dc 
Sylveyra,  the  commander,  was  in  every  place.  Even  the  wo- 
men took  arms;  the  officers  ladies  went  from  rampart  to  ram- 
part upbraiding  the  lead  appearance  of  langour.  Juan  Roderigo, 
with  a  barrel  of  power  in  his  arms,  paflfed  his  companions, 
make  way^  he  cried,  /  carry  my  own  and  many  a  mans  death. 
His  own,  however,  he  did  not,  for  he  returned  fafe  to  his 
flation ;  but  above  a  hundred  of  the  enemy  were  deftroyed  by 
the  explofion  of  the  powder,  which  he  threw  upon  one  of  their 
batteries.  Of  600  men  who  at  firft  were  in  the  garrifon,  forty 
were  not  now  able  to  bear  arms,  when  Coje  Zofar,  irritated  by 
the  infolence  of  Solyman,  forged  a  letter  to  the  garrifon,  whicn 
promifed  the  immediate  arrival  of  Noronha.  This,  as  he  de- 
figned,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Solyman,  who  immediately  hoifted 
his  fails,  and  with  the  (battered  remains  of  his  formidable  fleet, 
fled  to  Arabia,  where,  to  avoid  punifhment,  he  died  by  his 
own  hands. 

But  while  Nunio  refl:ored  the  aflfairs  of  India,  the  political 
canker  at  the  court  of  Lifbon  accumulated  its  malignity.  He 
did  not  amufe  them  with  the  glare  of  unmeaning  Gothic  con- 
quefls,  and  the  wifdom  of  his  policy  was  unperceived.  Even 
their  hiftorians  feem  infenfible  of  it,  and  even  the  author  of 
Hifioire  Fhilofophique^  in  his  account  of  the  Portuguefe  politics, 
pays  no  attention  to  Nunio,  though  he  even  improved  upon  the 
ideas  of  Albuquerk.  In  place  of  rewards,  chains  were  pre- 
pared in  Portugal  for  this  great  commander;  but  his  death  at 
fea,  after  a  happy  regency  of  about  ten  years,  prevented  the 
completion  of  his  country's  ingratitude. 

,  When  Noronha  was  fent  to  fupercede  Nunio,  an  allegorical 
poet  might  feign  that  the  daemon  of  infatuation  diredled  the 
councils  of  Lifbon.  Noronha's  regency  began  with  an  infamous 
delay  of  the  fuccours  dcftined  by  Nunio  for  Dio.     Coje  Zofar, 
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by  the  fame  fpirit  of  deiay>  was  perffliftcd',  lotts^  After  the  flcri 
partfote  6f  SofymaiT,  to  harmft  Utt  Pottuguefe  ot  tfi«  impof tairt 
^atfe.'  The  Hydal  €an^  fnatiy  other  princcsf,  atid  eve»  ihe 
Zamorim  himfelf,  awed*  by  the  digttky  aird  juflice  of  f^trhfeTg 
|;oVcrnment,  entreated  the  alliance  of  Portugal,  andf  NotMArf 
hftd  the  honour  to  negociate  a  general  peace  j  a  peace,  whkfh 
tfti  the  part  of  the  Zamorim,  gave  the  Pbrtuguefe  every  oppor-* 
tiimty  to  ftrengthcn  their  empire,  for  it  continued  thirty  yeiirf;  • 

THiefc  tranfadions,  the  privateering  war  with  the  Moots, 
feme  ikirmifhes  in  Ceylon,  the  defign,  contraiy  to  the  king/k 
conimiffion,  to  appoint  his  fon  to  fucceed  him,  his^  death,  and 
the  puWic  joy  which  it  occafioned,  comprifc  the  hiftory  criF  the 
regency  of  the  nn worthy  fucceflbr  of  the  generous  Ntrnio. 

Both  the  Pbrtuguefe  and  the  natives  gave  unfeigned  demon^* 
ftr«ions  of  joy  on  the  appointment  of  Stephen  de  Gama,  the 
foh  of  the  great  Vafco.  By  his  firftr  aft  he  ordered  his  prrrate 
eilate  to  be  publickly  valued,  and  by  his  fecond  he  lent  a  great 
ium  to  the  treafury,  which  by  Noronha  was  left  exhauffed. 
He  viffted  and  repaired  the  forts,  and  refitted  the  fleets  in  every 
harboun  By  bis  officers  he  defeated  the  king  of  Achem,  who. 
diftnrbed  Malaca.  He  reflored  tranquility  in  Gfambaya,  whcrd 
<he  Forfuguefe  territory  was  invaded  by  a  powerful  army,  ltd 
by  B^-amahico,  a  prince  who  had  been  dethfroned  by  king  Badtir; 
Mis  brother Chriftoval  he  fent  on  an  expedition  into  Ethiopia*, 
and  the  governor  himfelf  failed  to  the  Red  Sea  with  a  fleet, 
equipped  at  his  own  expence.  Here  he  gave  a  fcvere  wound 
fo  the  Turkiffa  naval  flrength.  But  while  every  thing  was  in 
prolperity  under  the  brave  and  generous  Stephen,  he  was  fud- 
denly  fupercedcd  by  the  elevation  of  Martin  Alonzo  de  SonzBu 
Though  no  policy  can  be  more  palpably  ruinous  than  that 
which  recall  a  governor  of  decided  abilities  ere  he  can  pofEbly 
complete  any  plan  of  importance;  yet  fuch  recalls,  ere  now,, 
had  been  iflued  frona  the  court  of  Lilbon,  But  none  of  them, 
perhaps,  gave  a  dieeper  vround  to  the  Portuguefc  intereft  thaft. 
this,  Stephen  de  Gamra  trod  in  the  fteps  of  his  father  and  of 
Albuquerk.  Souza's  adttons  were  of  a  different  charafter.  He 
began  his  government  with:  cvcry^  exertion-  to  get  witnefFes  to 
impeach  his  predecefTor,  btit  though  he  pardoned  a  murderer  oa 

^  Fbr  his  melancholy  tkte,  fee  f.  45U 

that 
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•jthj^t  icondition^  jey^ery  accufatioa  wa(  refuted^  and  Stephen  4e 
C^ama  was  received  with  great  hoAour  at  Lifbon.  Having  re-^ 
fufed  to  give  his  hand,  hoivever,  tp  a  bride,  choTen  for  him  by 
John  III.  he  found  it  convenient  to  banifh  himfejf  from  bi« 
native  country,  the  couatry  which  his  father  had  rjwfcd  to  ix^ 
highef):  hojdours.  He  retired  therefore  to  Venlct,  his  eAiatc 
40,oxxo  crowns  lefs  than  when  he  entered  upon  his  jQiort  gov^^i- 
jmenA  of  two  years  asd  one  month. 

Wars  of  a  new  charaifter  now  took  place.  By  th^  tokritio^ 
which  Nunio  gave  to  the  religions  of  the  natives,  he  rendered 
the  Portuguefe  fettkments  happy  and  flourifhing.  jBut  gloomy 
fuperftition  now  prevailed,  and  Souza  was  under  the  dire^jtioi^ 
of  priefts,  who  eAeemed  the  butcheries  of  religious  perfecution 
as  the  fervice  of  heaven.  The  temples  of  Malabar  were  laid 
in  afhes,  and  thousands  of  the  unhappy  natives,  foF  the  crim^ 
of  idolatty,  were  Slaughtered  ^pon  their  ruijaod  altars*  This 
the  Portuguefe  hiftorians  mention  as  the  jrreateft  hono^ 
of  the  piety  of  their  countrymen,  ignorant  of  .the  deteft^ion 
which  iuch  cruelty  muil  certainly  bring Aipojci  the  reljifgion  which 
infpires  it :  ignorant  too,  that  true  rdig^^  ^nder  the  tolera-* 
tion  of  a  Nvmiio,  paflefles  its  beft  opportunity  to  conquer  t^e 
heart  by  the  difplay  of  its  fuperior  .excellence.  At  the  feige  of 
Batecala,  the  Portuguefe  foldiers  quarrelled  about  the  booty, 
and  while  fighting  with  each  other,  were  attacked  by  the  na- 
tives and  driven  to  their  fliips.  The  pay  of  the  common  foldiers 
had  been  diminifhed  by  Sauza,  and  they  freely  owned  that  this 
was  the  caufe  of  the  mutiny*  The  city  afterward  was  taken, 
and  the  flreels  ran  with  blood ;  fuch  was  the  rage  of  the  army 
to  recpmpence  themfelves  by  plunder.  The  king  of  Ormuz, 
unable  to  pay  the  exorbitant  tribute  exaded  from  him,  which 
was  now  fix  times  more  than  the  tax  impofed  by  Albuquerk, 
refigned  his  revenues  to  the  Portuguefe.  Azadacam,  npw  in 
open  war  with  his  raafter  the  Hydal  Can  Abraham,  dre\Y  Souza 
tp  his  party.  The  defign  was  to  dethrone  Abraham,  who  had 
been  always  friendly  to  the  Portuguefe,  and  to  place  Mealq 
Can  his  brother  in  his  dominions.  The  Portuguefe  officers 
murmured  at  this  {bamelefs  injuftice,  but^only  Pedro  deFaria; 
trufting  to  his  venerable  years,  had  the  courage  to  remonftrate 
with  the  governor.  Souza,  haughty  as  he  was,  liftencd  to  the 
man  of  fouribore,  and  confeffed  that  he  had  faved  both  his  life* 
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and  his  honour.  The  attempt,  however,  was  highly  rcfentcd 
by  the  Hydal  Can,  who  gathered  fuch  a  ftorm  to  crufh  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  that  Souza,  forefeeing  the  tempeft  that  was  hovering 
over  him,  threatened  to  open  the  commiflions,  and  refign  to  th« 
governor  next  named.  He  complained  that  he  could  not  go- 
vern men  who  had  neither  truth  nor  honour ;  he  did  not  con- 
fider,  however,  that  his  unjuft  treatment  of  the  common  fol- 
diers  occafioned  their  diforder  and  difobcdience.  But  while  he 
thus  meditated  a  cowardly  and  treacherous  retreat,  treacherous 
becaufe  it  was  to  defert  his  poft  in  the  hour  of  danger,  a  fleet 
from  Portugal  brought  the  great  John  de  Caftro,  the  fucceflbr 
of  the  embarrafled  undetermined  Souza. 

The  naval  and  military  ftrength  of  the  Portuguefe  in  India 
was  in  a  fickly  condition.  Great  difcontent  among  the  few 
who  were  honeft ;  all  was  villainy  and  diforder  among  the  reft. 
The  natives,  earneft  for  their  total  extirpation,  from  diflferent 
provinces  joined  Hydal  Can,  and  their  warlike  operations  began 
with  the  feigc  of  Diu.  John  de  Mafcarene,  the  governor,  made 
a  brave  defence,  and  the  Portuguefe  difplayed  many  prodigies 
of  valour.  Azadacam,  Coje  Zofar,  and  others,  of  the  greateft 
military  reputation,  direded  the  attacks,  and  loft  their  lives  in 
the  feige.  Whenever  a  breach  was  made,  the  Turks  and 
Indians  preffed  on  by  ten  thoufands,  but  were  always  repulfed. 
Unnumbered  artillery  thundered  on  every  fide,  and  mines  virere 
fprung,  by  one  of  which  Fernando,  the  fon  of  Caftro,  was 
with  his  battallion  blown  up  in  the  air.  After  eightononths 
Caftro  arrived  with  a  large  fleet,  and  without  oppofition  entered 
the  fort.  From  thence  he  marched  out  at  the  head  of  2500  Por- 
tuguefe and  fome  auxiliaries  of  Cochin.  The  numerous  army 
of  Hydal  Can  continued  in  their  trenches,  which  were  defended 
with  ramparts  and  a  profufion  of  artillery.  But  the  enemy  were 
driven  from  their  works,  and  purfued  with  incredible  flaughter 
through  the  ftreets  of  the  city.  Rume  Can,  the  fon  of  Zofar^ 
rallied  about  8000  of  his  braveft  troops,  and  was  totally  defeated 
by  Caftro  *.     I-t  was  ncceflary  to  profecute  the  war,  and  the 

*  I>iiriiig  the  heat  of  this  engagemeot,  not,    the  Prieft  led  them  to  videiy.    A- 

Father  Casul,  with  a  crodiix  on  the  point  weapon  broke  off  an  arm  of  the  cmcifixA 

of  a  fpear*  greatly  animated  the  Porti]gue(e.  and  Cazal  exclaiming  aloud,  facriltJgtj  fi^ 

Rome  Can,  notwithftanding  all  the  efibrts  ariUdgei   revenge  the  fmcriUdge^  infpired  9 

^  CUftrOy  pot.  his  troops  at  laft  in  great  fury  whidi  determined  the  Mttlc.    jfn  many} 

4Uocder.     But  though  the  General  could  other  engagemenu  the  leaders  promoted 
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gpyerfl^i>/in  great  want  of  nxofteyfto'  carry  it  on,  defiredthe 
ci^ens,o£Gpa.  to ; advance  f^  loan  :ofi  20,000  pardaos,  for  which 
he  fcnt  them  a  lock  of  his  muibtchcos  in  pledge.  A  fccurity 
indeed  uncommon;  but  which  included  in  it  a  fignal  pawn  of 
his  honour.  More  ratoney  than  he  required  was  fent,  and  even 
the  women  ftript  themfelves  of  their  bracelets  and  other  jewels 
to  fupply  his  want.  The  jewels,  however,  he  returned,  and 
hJjving  with  great  affiduity  improved  his  naval  and  military 
ftrength,  he  and  his,  captains  carried  fire  and  fword  over  the  do- 
minions of  the  hoftile  princes,  while  Hydal  Can,  with  an  army 
of  150,000  men,  retired  before  him.  The  king  of  Achem 
was  alfo  defeated  at  Malaca,  and  the  fhibborn  villainy  of  the 
debauched  Portuguefe  foldiers  and  traders  was  the  only  enemy 
unfubdued.  While  he  laboured  in  this  much  more  arduous 
war,  in  correding  the  abufes  of  the  revenue,  and  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  juftice,  grief,  it  is  faid,  impaired  Caftro's  health  and 
haftened  his  end,  at  a  time  when  Hydal  Can  and  all  who  had 
been  in  arms  againft  the  Portuguefe  were  fuing  for  peace.  Ont 
the  approach  of  death  he  appointed  a  council  of  feled  perfons 
to  take  the  management  of  affairs.  And  fo  poor  Was  the  great 
Caftro,  that  the  firft  a<9:  of  this  committee  was  an  order  to 
fupply  the  expences  of  his  death-bed  from  the  king's  revenue  j 
for  a  few  reals,  not  half  a  dozen,  was  all  the  property  found 
in  his  cabinet. 

Garcia  de  Sa,  an  experienced  officer,  fucceedcd  this  great 
man,  and  concluded  the  various  treaties  of  peace,  procured  by 
the  arms,  and  in  agitation  at  the  death  of  Caftro,  greatly  to  the 
advantage  and  honour  of  Portugal.     Here  Camoehs  ends  his^ 
prophetic  fong,  and  here  alfo  the  moft  important  period  of  the 
hiftory  of  the  Portuguefe  empire  in  Afia  is  naturally  wound  up^* 
A  repetition  of  the  lame  oppreffive  impolitical  meafures,  which 
had  often  armed  the  Eaft  againft  them,  defcribes  the  conduct  of 
the  governors  who  ruled  India  for  twenty  years  after  Caftro. ' 
But  the  rapine  of  individuals  every  year  became  more  fhametefs^* 
and  more  general.     Indian  women  of  quality  were  pablickly;^ 

•  .    .    .       .      - 

Aeir  intereft  in  this  manner:    The^  often  front  of  the  Portu«iere  /quadnms.    An&i 

&w  the  fi^of  the  crofs  in  the  air»  and  at  the  Portnguefe  fol&rs,  who  f^w  no  fpch  i 

different  times  fome  Moorifh  ptifoners  en-  perfonages,   .were  thus,  taught  to  belifvo..; 

fured  after  the  beantifid  young  woman,  and  themftlves  under  the  particular  care  of  the; « 

Tienei|d>le  old  man,  who  appeared  in  the  Virgin  and  St.  Jofeph.   i.i.^^if 

dragged 
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dragged  from  their  friciids  by  JPeWugnefe  ravMiers.     Wiren  the 
Coifint  dc  Rcdonda  was  :governor»  *  f^ortugudfe  ftup,  contrary 
to  the  treaty  .of  peace,  was  atl^tcked  by  three  veffels  of  Malabar, 
Rjedonda  complained^  and  was  anfwered  by  the  S^morim^  that 
fome  rebels  had  done  it,  whom  he  was  welcome  to  fcize  and 
chaftife.     Irritated  by  this  r^f4y,  he  feat  Dominic  dc  Mefquita 
With  three  (hips  to  fcour  the  coaft  of  Malabar,     Atid  Mefquita 
foon  murdered  above  2000  Malabidans,  the  greateft   part   of 
whom  were  fewed  up  in  their  own  fail  cloths  and  wantonly 
drowned.     When  the  Zamorim  complained,  Redonda  retorted 
his  own  reply,  **  It  was  done  by  rebels,  whom  he  was  welcome 
to  feize  aad  chaftife."     A  fpirited  rcprifal  is  often  the  mpft 
decifive  meafure ;  ^but  thi^  inhuman  one,  furely,  was  not  dic- 
tated by  wifdom.     Harraffed  by  their  cruel  awful  tyrants,  who 
traci^lcd  on  every  Jiaw  of  >huraat>ity  and  good  poHcy,  the  princes 
<bf  Inrdia  combined  in  a  general  league  for  the  utter  extirpation 
of  the  Portugucfe,     Ea^ern  politics  never  prodnccd  a  better 
concerted  plan  of  operation  than  this,  and  fo  confident  were  the 
natives  of  fucccfs,  that  not  €>n}y  the  poffeffions  of  the  Pprtu- 
guefe,  but  the  moft  beautiful- of  their  wives  and  daughters  weiy 
aHb  (Uvidod  among  them.     Five  yea^s  was  this  league  in  form- 
iiig  ;  at  laft,  at  the  fame  inftant,  the  king  of  Tcrnate  attacked 
the  Malucos,  the  king  of  Achem  invaded  Malaca,  the  queen 
of  Garzopa  carried  her  arms  againft  Onor;  Surat  was  feized  by 
Agalachem,  a  prince  tributary  to  the  Mogul ;  the  Hydal  Can 
attacked  Chaul,  Daman,  Bazaim  and  Goa ;  and  the  Zamorim 
laid  fcige  to  Mangalor,  Cochifn  ^nd  Cananor.     And  even  the 
ancient  ChrifHans  of  St.  Thomas,  perfecuted  by  the  ^rchbifliops 
of  Goa,  for  non-fubmiflion  to  tne  Bee  of  Rome,  joined  tne 
Pagans  and  Mohammedans  againft  the  natives  of  Portugal.     Bnt 
where  even  the  embers  of  virtue  remain,  danger  and  an  able 
general  will  awake  them  into  ^  flame.     Luis  de  Ataide,  tfap 
Portugucfe  governor,  was  advifod  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
the  exterior  parts  for  the  fuppprt  of  Goa,  the  feat  of  their  em- 
pire.    But  this  he  gallantly  refufed,  and  even  permitted  a  fleet 
with  400  men  to  fail  for  Portugal.     No  fooncr  did  he  gain  an 
advantage  in  one  place  than  he  fent  relief  to  another.     He  and' 
the  beft  troops  haftened  from  fort  to  fort,  and  vidtqry  followed 
vii^ory^  till  the  leaders  of  this  moft  formidable  combination 

fued 
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fued  for  peaprw/o  ASigfiiiifVwf  <^<vih^  asdwilitary  art 

may  do  again&Ab^riireivbeftiDlidl^vidb&.Qfiii^ 

The  brave  Ataide,  after  his  return  to  Portugal,  was  fent  a 
fecond  time  Viceroy  ttt-Iftdia*ji.wterc,/foQn-a£tef  thc.ddfcjit  of 
king  Sebaftian  in  Africa,  he  died  of  melancholy,  fo  deeply  was 
he  aifeded  withtfai^  iaU  of  hiis  country^  which  be  foggfaw  and 
foretold.     Gama,  Albiiqueriiy  and  Nunio  dt:  Cunha,  certainly 
underftood  thp  gfrflat.principks  i*p©n  which  a  foreign  commerce 
can  only  be  eftabliibed  aojd  r^&den^d  fecure.     But  the  court  of 
Lifbon,  and  moft  of  the^  other  gp?<emors^  never  perceived  the 
true  in texcfl:  erf  their  empire*    When  errors  in  government  bjrgin,. 
the  wife  {t^  the  fecret  difeafe,  but  it  is  the  next  generation  that 
feck  the  worflr  of  its  effetls^     Gamoens,  whofc  political  pene*- 
tration  was  perhaps  uaequalled  in;  hi^  agje  and  country,  iaw  the. 
declenfixHiof  manners^  and.  foretold  jn  vain  the  fall  of  empire*  a 
Portugal  owed  its  exifteace  to  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  and  the 
ixicas  of  liberty,  which  Were  confirmed  by  the  ftatutes  of  La-* 
mego.     Camoens,  in  a  fine  allegory^  laments  the  decay  of  itkc, 
ancient  virtues.     Uader  the  chara^er  of  a  huntfhian  he  paintcfr 
the  wild  romantic  purfoit»  of  king  Sebaftian,  and  wifhes  that 
be  may  not  fali  the  vidlijoi  of  his  blind  paifion«     The  courtiers, 
he  charadterifcs«  » 


.•  Ataidb  often  checked  the  rnldpurfirits 
of  tkB  yoiuigkuig  SebAftiuiy  and  Ktangly; 
oppoded  hts  roznantic  defire  to  hea4  an  ex* 
peaition  in  Africa.  The  Prince^  to  be  eafed 
of  the  isllraiat  6f  hb  pwfeoee^  fenC  Atnde. 
a  fecoad  time  t&  India,  and  in  a.  fp^ech 
which  he  xnade  to  him,  ftron^ly  charac- 
terifed  the  frtvoioafnefs  idiithiiOK^  prevailed 
in  the  cabinet  of  Portugal*  Don  Cotto^ 
tine  de  Braganas^  of  the  blood  royaU  one 
of  Ataide's  facceflbrSy  n{ver  performed  one 
aftioa  wfakh  did  honour  to  his  abilities. 
The  officers  he  fent  ouC  on  various  exp«di« 
dons  were  generally  defeated.  He  himfelf 
ihared  the  iame  fate,  and  once  faved  his  life 
bjr  ingloriotti  fljghf^  His  views  were  of  no 
importance.  He  inphfoned  Luis  de  Melo 
for  lofing  too  mnck  time  in  a  vi6h>rious  ex« 
pedition  on  the  coalL  of  Malabar.  In  a 
4efcent  on  Ceylon  the  Portaguefe  feized  the 
tooth  of  a  monkey^  a  relick  iield  fao-ed  by 
the  Pagans,  for  whidi»  according  to  Uo^ 


fHioten»  700^000  docats  were  ofkreA  iii> 
canfom;  bat  Conftandne  Ofdered  it  to  ber 
burned.  The  kines  of  Siam  and  Pegu  jpre- 
tended  thcreal^tqcm  was  faved  by  a  Banian,, 
ani  ead^  afHrttoe  he  waa  ia  podeflbn  of 
the  goBuine  oa^  oloody  warsp,  which  mock 
endangered  the  Portuguefe  ealtem  fettle- 
'ments,  were  kindledx;  and  Cenftantine^ 
finding  hiinfelf  en^l^^inified,  Tf&gBn^  ooa<^ 
trary  to  die  d^flre  of  Seba^fin.  Ataide,  % 
on  the  contrary,  had  perfotmed  moil  in- 
caedible  a£dons,  had  uiyed  the.  Portngpefci; 
from  the  greatcft  dangers  they  eyc;r  fiir« 
mounted  in  Afia.  Yet  when  *the  fecondT' 
time  Ataide  went  out  Viceroy,  Sebaflian. 
did  not  bid  him  reign  a^  he^  ha4  (ojuf^cdy 
cfone..  No,  he  bade  him  reign  lik^  Dqii. 
Conftanftme  — —  a  whifikr,  whofe  abili- 
ties reacbpd  no  farther  than  perhaps  to  opeo 
a  ball  gracefully,  for  his  poUtencis  was  hid; 
only  cggimendatioa. 
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■    ■  each  for  Ibmc  bafc  intcrcft  of  his  own. 
With  flattery's  manna'd  lips  aflfails  the  throve. 

And  the  clergy,  the  men  of  letters  ■« 


trim'd  the  lamp  at  night's  mid  hour. 


To  plan  new  laws  to  arm  the  regal  power, 
Sleeplefs  at  night's  mid  hour  to  raze  the  laws. 
The  facred  bulwarks  of  the  people's  caufe. 
Framed  ere  the  blood  of  hard-earn'd  vidlory 
On  their  brave  father's  helm-hackt  fwords  was  dry. 

Unpcrceived  by  the  unlettered  nobility,  the  principles  of  the 
conftitution  gradually  expired  under  the  artful  increafe  of  the 
royal  perogative.  If  Sebaftian  was  more  abfolute  than  John  the 
Firft,  his  power  was  bought  by  the  degeneracy  and  weaknefs  of 
his  fubjedls,  the  certain  price  with  which  monarchs  purchafe 
their  beloved  defpotifm.  The  negledt  of  one  man  of  merit  is 
the  fignal  for  the  worthlefs,  if  rich,  to  croud  to  court.  Many 
of  thefe  fignals  were  given  in  the  reigns  of  Emmanuel,  John  IIL 
Sebaflian,  and  his  fucceffor  the  Cardinal  Henry;  and  thus  the.. 
labours  of  an  Albuquerk,  a  Nunio,  a  Caftro,  and  an  Ataide, 
were  fruftrated  and  reverfed.  Thefe  governors,  bred  in  war, 
enthufiafls  in  honour,  all  died  poor.  Xarafo,  the  creature  of 
Sampayo,  the  tyrant  of  his  mafter  the  king  of  Ormuz,  charged 
with  murders  and  the  mofl:  unbounded  extortion,  was  fent  in 
irons  to  Liibon.  But  he  carried  his  treafures  with  him,  and 
was  reftored  to  his  employments.  Anthony  Galvam,  the  moft 
honeft  of  men,  faved  the  Malucos,  returned  poor  to  Portugal, 
and  like  Pacheco,  died  in  an  alms-houfe.  Some  of  the  firil  no- 
bility and  princes  of  the  blood  were  after  Caftro  made.  Viceroys 
of  India.  Nor  came  they  there  on  purpofe  to  return  with  empty 
coffers*.     Under  the  fliade  of  filken  umbrellas  they  rode  to 


*  The  governors  of  India,  about  this 
dme,  cleared  800,000  ducats  per  annum. 
ioOjOoo  was  the  falary  of  the  commanders 
of  fome  forts,  befide  the  profits  of  trade, 
which  were  immenfe,  for  the  (hips  they 
fent  to  Europe  were  loaded  with  the  plunder 
of  their  rapine.  Yet  at  this  time  all  the 
royal  revenue  which  arofe  from  the  cuftoms, 
and  all  the  tdbate  paid  by  the  acquired 


territory  and  vaflal  princes,  afforded  onlf. 
1,000,000  crowns,  the  higheil  annual  fmta 
received  by  the  kings  of  Portugal,  a  fum 
often  purchafed  by  armaments  of  much  fu** 
perior  expence.  Though  a  king  of  Ceylon 
was  fo  ignorant  as  to  rcfnfe  a  prefent  ot  ta- 
peiby  from  the  Portuguefe,  hb  allies,  becaofe 
the  figures  upon  it,  he  faid,  were  iochant- 
ed  men,  who  would  kill  him  in  the  night 

time; 
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battle  in  ch^ifs.  carried  on  men^srjCHaiilders/^    All  was  luxury, 
weaknefs>  and^lmlii»itted  oppeffiniii  rr^taldciofFdded  a  glorious - 
recovery  of  the  PortJugucfe  aifeirsv  biftfilicy  footo  celapfed  with 
doubled  confufion  inter  their  forcheirxli&rdfiri v/ B6th.^ef<tfe  antt 
after  diis  period,  a  Icing  fucceffion  of  gonremoFS^intone  unifbroi 
courfe,   regardlef^^bf  tfic  injury  whidb.the  ooimheroe  pf  their 
country  fuftained  by  their,  depredations,  ftudiduflylkindled  un-: 
juft  wars,  that  lthey«nigh*-^ciirichi:tbemicLvQs  ixjf)  tho/enbrnntpvust 
plunder:  i  iScbaftian  loft  his  trowh  ia  A£iioaiiraobdfi;i^tS'fucceaded!^ 
by  an  old' vmafk:man^vfaisq^rand  uinclef:Cafdtnal  iJenricio.  /^Tivo; 
years  clofed'iHenry's  puIilTanimorus.imtay,  and  Philip  il.  of  Spain, 
ibon  after  made  himfeif  mafter  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal.  > 
Totally  cngroffed  by  thein  inamcanfe ^American  empire  and.  the 
^olitks^  o£  ^Earope^  vtbeoSipamfh  -coixtt  :paid  little  attention  to 
Portuguefci  Indian  .  iLittlcrDrlnD  fupplick  arrived  ftoniEurop&v 
The  contm^nders  joA  th&iiif!icent:ftations  ceafedffo  r^€|;^inljaoa- 
cjcftivith  each' other.     Unrdftndnedby  a  tcgulaF  goveiinmdot^ 
each'  endeavoured  to  eAHch   himfelf.     Their  mother  j  country^ 
]^roaned  under  the  yoke  of  Spain;     MoiUy  natives  o£  the  Eafl^ 
the  Portugueiei  in  India  lodi  all .  afiiodHon  ifor  Portiiig^^  .and  in-^ 
deed  the  politioal:  chain  -w&ich  boimd>\diem  together ;^akt.tv)wi 
but  a  flender  thread*.  The  will  t>f  the  calptain  of-* the r fort, wafc 
abfolute,  and  hifs  protedUonofihe^xuofb/ audacious  pliusidereriB 
was  the  fupport- of  his  ^bwer.      Arbund  the -Malucos,    fort 
after  fort  fell  intotherhands  of  the  neighbouring  princes.  iSome 
of  the  Portugtefe  were  impaled^  others  entered  into  the:  fccvice^ 
6f  their  conqodrorStaiKi!  in  iliahy  adibns  fought  againft  each 
oi^er^th  the'greateft  rantidur.'  Jh  dbis  wretched  conditsoji.  of 
Portd^iittfe  Aila, /Hoatrnan^  a*  Dutch  merchant^  in  jail  for  debt 
at  Lifbon, -planned  the -eftabliihment  of  his  countrymen  in  the 
Eaffh*  /The  HxsHailders  paid liis  debts;  he  failed  for  the  Eaft» 
and  returned  with' ctcdentialsiof:  his  promife,  which  gave  birth 
td  the  Ddtch  India  company,  an' inflituti^n  of  deep  commercial 

time  IT  Thoug^  the^eral  opinicyi  of  India  Indian  prince  to  another,  tlieir  management 

efteemed'ihe  'Pdrtuguefe  as  a  rate  fuberior  'of  their  rcvenie,  and  their  love  of  mxurjr, 

to  other  men ;  Ycii  iari  among  men,  laid  an  will  foon  rain  them.     And  a  king  of  Perfia 

Ind^ai^  \yhat  lio{[\s  are  ampne  l^f ^  and  .  .  aiked  a  Portu^efe  captain,  how  many  of 

nature  has  appointed  that  your.Tpecies  (hould  their  Indian  Viceroys  had  been  beheaded  by 

be  equally  few  foe  the  fame  rckiyn ;  Though  the  kings  of*  Portugal  f   None,  replied  the 

fvch  igiK^r^pqe  qf  ^p.patim/ipliui^d  t^e  of&cer :  thfien  you  will  not  ion?,  returned  thQ 

I^ortijguefe  vidlories,.  fo^ne,  iipwever,  .liad  t^erfian,  he  the  mailers  of  India, 
inore  rtfafon.  ;^Liet  Aem  alohc;   Sfaid'otae 

o  wifdom. 
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wifdofiik  In  Java  and  the  Malocos^  where  the  Portuguefe  were 
weakeft^  the  Dutch  began  their  opecafcionfi,  and  froax  thcnco/ 
carried  their  hoftilities  intn  Bengal  and  the  other  parts  of  Xndia^ 
The  POTtugae£^  vahnir  ifeemed  to  revive,  and  the  Dutcbt.ia 
many  engagements,  vrcrc  defeated.  Their  vanqaiihed  fleets^ 
however,  carried  rich  cargoes  to  Eureq^e,  and  brought  fre(h 
fupplics.  The  Portuguefe  Jefiuis  omitted  no  invention  that 
might  inflame  the  natives  agakiit  them^  even  their  Te;puhiUcaa^ 
form  of  govenmient  was  ur^d  as  big:l;«ith  ruin  t»  :the  lodiMi' 
princes,  fiut  the  deteftatioa  of  tibe.  Pprtugjitefe  oasse  was  deep, 
in  India  $  and  that  rooted  odium,  to  Hir hicl^  thtir  ^dUanios  and 
cruelties  had  giveb  birth  and  had' long  nourifhed,  was  now  icit 
to  militate  againft  them  more  than  millions  in  arms.  Had  th« 
general  tondud  of  the  Porttauefe  governor^  been  like  duti^of 
Albuquerk,  had  the  firince^  lof  India  mdmned  over  their  gmves» 
no  Grangers '  had  ever  dftafalrfived  tfaemfelves  cm  the  ruin  of 
ibdh  allies,  l^oug^h  repeatedly  defeated. in  war»  the  Dutdi 
commerce  increafed,  the  harbours  of  India  received  them  with 
kindneis,  and  gave  them  afliftance,  while  the  friendlefs  deteAed 
Portugttefe,  though:  vidtorioiis  in  almoft  every  ikiraiiih,  were 
harraffed  out  and  daily  weakened*  Like  beafts  of  prey  in  their 
dens,  or  moantaiineer  banditti,  they  kept  their  gloomy  ibrtrefiest^ 
^eir  deftrudfftm  the  wiih  of  the  natives,  who  yet  were  afraid 
too  openly  to  provoke  the  rage  of  the&  wolves  and  tygers. 
Five  years  after  the  arrival  of.  the  Dutch,  the  Engiliih  sUb  apr 
pearea  in  Indian  The  Dutcli,  v^ho  pleaded  the  law  of  natvre^ 
witiK)Ut  ceremony  entered  thebeft  harbours,  and  endeavoured  tOy 
drive  the  Portugoefe  from  their,  fetdemeim.  The  iEnglifh»  ia 
160:1,  zander  Sir  James  Lancafter;  ereAed  feveral  faiftones  m 
India,  but  they  went  to  ports  open  Jto  alU  and  interfered  with 
nehher  Dutch,  Portuguefe,  inor  Mooriih  fettlement.  Twenty 
Englifh  Heets  made  the  voyage  to  India  without  hoftility,  when; 
the  Portuguese  Jeiuits  brought  on  a  rupture,  which  ended  in  the 
lofs  of  the  Portuguefe  military  reputation.  Every  treacherous 
art  which  the  Moors  prai^fed  againft  Gama  was  repeated  by 
the  Jefuits,  and  tlie  event  was  the  fame.  The  Jefuit  Pinneus 
influenced  the  Mogul  againft  the  Englifh,  and  commerce  with 
them  was  interdid^.  While  Captain  Bedd  in  a  large  {hip,  and 
Captain  Sdmon  in  a  bomb  ketdi,  lay  near  Surat,  Nunio  de 
Cunha,  with  four  large  galliots  and  twenly-€ve  frigates,  "WM 
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iefikt  to  defboy  then).  An  Ittdtany  who  bad  been  aboard  th^ 
EngU£b  £bip9»  told  Nunio  that  fhey  had  AOt  above  a  week's 
proviiiOBj  and  that  he  had  polling  to  do  but  to  prevent  them 
to  take  in  frefh  water.  Nunio  replied,  thu  Jhi  vfould  not  Jpend 
a  week*s  pr9vifiofu  upon  its  own  men  to  purcbafe  a  vi&ory  tbafi 
might  be  gained  in  an  bwr.  And  in  the  fame  high  fpirk  he  fexit 
Canning,  an  Englifh  prijToner  in  his  cuftody,  to  ielp  his  country-t 
men  to  £ght»  bgaftiogj  that  be  'mould  Jhon  t^ke  bim  agfin  vtitJk 
more  eombany.  As  Nunio  advanced^  with  i;ed  banners  difplayedi 
Beft  weighed  his  anchors^  and  bi^n  the  fight  in  the  centre  gf 
the  four  large  galliots ;  and  Captain  Sahhon,  in  the  bomb  ketdi» 
behaved  with  equai  courage  *.  The  Mogul  had  an  wmy  at  thi* 
time  upon  the  ihore.  The  beach  aad  ihe  eminences  were  co-^ 
vered  with  fpe^ators.  And  npwthofe  who  .had  deemed  the 
Portuguefe  invioctble  at  lea,  with  afto^Uhment  beheld  .nine  ^xiA 
twenty  fliipa  vanquished  and  put  twilight  by  two  yeffelf .  But 
they  knew  not  that  the  viAors  had  fought  under  a  Drake  and  % 
Ralei^.  After  the  arrival  of  the  Dutch,  the  Spanifli  court 
began  to  pay  fome  attention  to  India,  and  fupplies  were  fent 
^ainft  them^  and  the  EngUih*  ]^t  Thomas  Beft,  io  a  har^i^r- 
conflidt,  was  again  vidorious.  Azevedo,  the  Viceroy  nomi- 
nated by  Spain,  prepared  an  armament  of  eight  veflels,  each  of, 
about  600  tons,  and  fixty  frigates ;  but  though  often  braved  by* 
the  Englifh,  reinforced  only  with  four  (hips,  to  the  deeper 
aftoniihment  of  all  India,  he  declined  the  combat,  and  fudfered. 
the  Englifh,  unmolefted,  to  proceed  homeward  with  loaded 
fhips.  The  reputation  of  the  Portuguefe  valour  was  now  np: 
more.    The  Dutch  power  increafed,  and  the  natives  in  every 

^  "^  V^thingtOD,  a  writer  of  king  James's  Dutch  lo»Cs  was  Her  crime ;  and  thus,  b^ 

time,    thus    mentions    this   engagement*  caof^  the  rortogoefe  ^p-oaned  under  Spanilh, 

^<  Capt.,  Salmon,  of  the  bomb  ketdi^  the  oppnifliQiVs   the  Spamfh  oppreffion  in  the 

Ofiaxiaery  waj^  like!  a  S^I^mander  amid  the  lletherlands  was  revenged  upon  them.  The 

£re,  dancing  the  hay  about  the  Portugueie,  tniih  iSf   the  Portuguefe  iettlements  wer& 

frifldng  and  playing  E{ce  a  falmon."    The  little  regarded  by  Spain*  and  the  Dutch  in- 

Portuguefe  writers  a^ribe   thefe  victories  truded  i^ii  them  as  the  ftrpnger  boars  in  a 

to  the  excellence  of  the  Engli(h  and  in*  German  fprell  flioulder  the  weaker  ones 

cmcstv   of   their   own    gunners.      Soon  from  the.beft  fs^l  of  acorns.    Thoug)i  bea^ 

after,  however,  the  Englilh  commerce  in  off  by  tlxe  herdfmen,    the  ftronger   boars 

Iftdia  greatly  decUnei  ^  The  Dutch  pre-  j^rfift  and  return'.;  fo  the  Dutch  pcrfilled, 

tended  that  uieir  hoftilities  in  India  were  in  till  they  fecured  poffeffion.    ^stxj  thing, 

revenge  of  the  Spanjih  tyranny  in  the  Ne-  however,  was  difierenf  in  the  firft  fettle- 

theflands.    Portugal  alfo  bended  down  b^-  meat  of  the  EngKlh. '  The  Author  of  Uif'  ' 

iieath  the  fame  cruel  yoke ;  yet  this,  in  the '  tain  PhUo/opbique,  ^c.  fcems  to  decry  the 
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place  openly  declared  war  againft  them.  Philip  de  Brito 
Nicotc,  whofe  bravery  and  villainy  wef e  the  fcourge  and  terror 
of  Siain  and  the  adjacent  regions,  after  a  brave  defence,  -was 
overpowered  in  his  ftrong  fort  of  Siriam.  His  wife  and  fbldieirs 
were  maimed  and  fent  into  flavcry.  He  himfelf  and  his  male- 
kindred  were  impaled  on  the  ramparts  of  his  garrifon.  While 
the  memory  of  the  injuries  fufFered  by  the  natives  thus  poUred 
deftrud:ion  upon  the  unpitied  Portuguefe,  the  Spanifli  court 
compleated  the  ruin  of  their  eaftern  empire.  The  expence  ttf 
the  fupplies  lately  fent,  far  exceeded  the  advantages  reaped  by 
Spain.  And  Azevedo,  the  Viceroy,  received  an  order  front 
the  court  of  Madrid,  to  difpofe  of  every  employment,  of  every 
ofHce  under  him,  by  public  fale,  that  money  might  be  raifed  to 
fupport  his  government.  We  now  need  add  no  circumftante 
more.  The  hiftory  of  the  fall  of  the  Portuguefe  empire  is  here 
complete.  Every  thing  «fter-was  headlong  declenfion.  A  fuc- 
Ceffion  of  governors  continued,  and  ftill  continue ;  but  of  all 
their  numerous  fettlements  on  every  coaft  of  the  eaftern  world. 


polky  of  their  firft  captains^  who  made 
diemfelves  mafters  of  no  port,  but  bought 
their  cargoes  of  the  native  merchants,  an  un- 
certain foundation  of  continuance,  accord- 
ing to  him,  though  the  Enelifh  trade  with 
China  is  now  carried  on  in  this  manner. 
With  all  xht/angfroiJ  of  a  materialift  phi- 
loTopher,  the  Englifli  perceived,  fays  he, 
t^ai  great  ritbis  cauU  mot  he  acquired  naitb" 
out  gr^at  ttijuflice,  and  that  to  attain  the 
^vantages 'enjoyed  by  the  Portugikefe  and 
Dutch,  vth^y^^mpft  9\io  adopt  they;  meafures^ 
and  eftablifli  themfelvcs  by  force  of  arms. 
But  James,  he  adds,  as  if  he  condemned 
fuch  narrow  policy,  was  too  pufillanimouSf. 
and  too  much  engaged  in  controverfial  di- 
vinity, to  allow  warlike  operations.  The 
treaty  of  the  English  with  the  potent  king 
of  Periia,  however,  he  mentions  as  an  e^ 
fbrt  of  great  political  wifdom.  But  Sir 
D.  Cotton's  embafly  into  Periia,  in  the 
Clarendon  State  Papers,  Vol.  I.  p.  36.  fol. 
throws  another  light  upon  this  afniir.  The 
treaty  With  Perfia  was  the  idled  ftep  the 
Englifh  could  pgifibly  have  taken.  Accord- 
ing to  this  authentic  record,  the  great  mo- 
narch of  Perfia  appears  little  better  than  a 
ciptain  of  Italian  banditti ;  and  his  prime 
miuifler,   raifed  from  the  meanefl  ^ition^ 


was  a  greater  ihuffler  and  villain  than  hit 
matter.  The  treaty  with  Perfia,  indeed, 
alarmed  the  Mogul,  the  Portuguefe  and 
-  the  Dutch,  and  brought  hoftilities  upon  the 
Englifh,  which  the  pufiilanimous  James 
would  not  allow  them  to  punifh  asjufUoe 
required.  But  it  was  not  two  months  to- 
gether in  the  mind,  nor  was  it  in  the  power 
of  the  tyrant  of  Perfia  to  give  any  zScQuaaX 
afliftance  to  the  Englifh.  A  Perfian  boxed 
Lord  Shirley,  the  Sophi's  ambaflador;  in  the 
prefence  of  Jamesj  and  each  charged  the 
other  with  irapofture.  And  the  king  of 
Perfia  and  his  minifier  did  nothing  but 
fcruple  the  credentials  fent  from  England, 
and  endeavour  to  extort  prefents.  WhHe 
James  thus  amufed  himfelf  with  his  Per- 
fian negodaticn,  as  fagadons  and  fruitleft 
as  thofe  he  held  with  the  court  of  Spain 
and  the  Prince  Palatine,  the  commerce  of 
his  fubjeds  languiihed  in  India.  Hopelefs 
of  any  help  from  Perfia,  they  entered  into 
a  kind  of  partnerfhip  in  fome  of  the  Dutch 
fettlements.  But  when  the  Hollander  found 
his  opportunity,  the  Englifh  of  Ambdyna 
and  other  places  experienced  injuries  and 
cruelties,  which  are  yet  unatoned,  and  which 
for  many  years  rendered  them  of  little  or  no 
confef  uence  in  the  Eaft. 

the 
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the  ports  of  Goa  and  Diu  in  India,  and  the  ifle  of  Macao  in  the 
bay  of  Canton,  only  remain  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  Portuguefe* 
Two  fmall  veffels,  often  Chinefe,  once  in  the  year  carry  fome 
porcelaihe  to  Goa  and  Diu,  but  thefe  muft  touch  at  Surat  and 
other  ports  to.  complete  their  return  of  filk  and  fpicery.  And 
one  (hip,  with  a  poor  cargo,  according  to  Hijloire  Philofophiquej 
partly  fbrniflied  by  the  two  floops  of  Macao,  and  partly  pur- 
chafed  ;frotn  the  Englifli,  fails  once  in  the  year  from  Goa  for 
Lifbon.  Such  is  the  fall  of  that  power  which  once  com- 
manded the  commerce  of  Africa  and  Afia  from  ■•  the  ftraits  of 
Gibraltar  to  the  eaftern  fide  of  Japan. 

.  The  author,  juft  now  mentioned,  in  his  reflexions  on  the 
fate  of  the  Portuguelc,  informs  his  reader,  that  while  the  court 
of  Lifbon  proje<ftcd  the  difcovery  of  India,  and  expcfted  inex- 
hauftible  riches,  the  more  "moderate  and  enlightened  forefaw 
and  foretold  the  evils  which  would  follow  fuccefs.  And  time; 
fays  he,  the  fupreme  judge  of  politics,  haftened  to  fulfill  their 
prediiftions.  He,  however,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  Portu- 
guefe  Hiftorians,  muft  perceive  the  errors  of  this  mifreprcfcn- 
tation.  The  objed:ions  againft  the  voyage  of  Gama,  were  by 
DQ  means  pf  the  enlightened  kind.  They  were  thefe  :  .Nothing 
but  barren  defeits,  like  Lybia,  were  to  be  found ;  or,  if  the 
difcovered  lands  were  rich,  the  length  of  the  voyage  would 
render  it  unprofitable;  or  if  profitable,  the  introduction  of 
wealth  would  beget  a  degeneracy  of  manners  fatal  to  the  king- 
dom. Foreign  fettlements  would  produce  a  depopulation  and 
negledl  of  agriculture;  or  if  foreign  colonics  were  neeeffary,  Ethi- 
opia offered  both  nearer  arid  better  fettlements.  And  the  wrath 
of  the  Soldan  of  Egypt,  and  a  combination  of  all  Europe  againft 
Portugal,  completed  the  prophecy  of  the  threatened  evils.  But 
it  was  neither  forefeen  nor  foretold,  that  the  unexamj)ied  mif- 
condudl  of  the  Portuguefe  would  render  the  moft  lucrative  com- 
merce of  the  world  an  heavy,  and  at  laft  infupportable  expence 
on  the  treafury  of  Lift)on  or  Madrid;  nor  was  it  foretold,  that 
the  ftiamelefs  villainy,  the  faithlefs  piracies  and  rapine  of  their 
countrymen  would  bring  down  deftrudion  upon  their  em- 
pire. Of  the  Qbje<5tions  here  enumerated,  few  are  named  by 
our  author.  Nor  does  the  evil  of  the  increafe  of  Vv'ealth,  the 
depopulation  and  neglect  of  agriculture,  which  he  mentions  as 
the  confequences  of  the  navigation  to  India,  do  honour  to  the 

wifdom 


cii  INTRODUCTION. 

wifdom  of  thofc  who  foretold  them,  or  to  that  of  thofe  who 
adopt  the  opinion.  Many  have  pronounced,  that  the  fame 
evils  which  overwhelmed  the  Portuguefe,  are  ready  to  burft 
upon  the  Britifh  empire ;  an  enquiry,  therefore,  into  the  caufe 
from  whence  thefe  evils  fprung,  is  of  no  trivial  importance  to 
the  British  nation. 

Mines  of  gold,  though  moil:  earnefUy  defired,  are  the  leail 
valuable  parts  of  foreign  acquiiition.  To  encreafe  the  po- 
pulation of  the  mother  country  is  the  only  real  wealth,  and  this 
can  only  be  attained  by  increafing  the  mean's  of  employment, 
in  fuch  manner  as  will  naturally  infpire  the  fpirit  of  induftry. 
The  ftaple  commodities  of  a  country  muft  therefore  be  manu- 
fsidtured  at  home,  and  from  hence,  agriculture  will  of  neceffity 
be  improved.  To  export  the  domeftic  manufadture,  and  import 
the  commodities  of  foreign  countries,  are  the  great,  the  only 
real  ufes  of  foreign  fettlements.  But  did  Spain  and  Portugal 
derive  thefe  advantages  from  their  immenfe  acquifitions  in  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  ?  Every  thing  contrary.  The  gold  of  Mexico 
and  Peru  levied  the  armies  of  Charles  V.  but  eftablifhed  or  en- 
-couraged  no  trade  in  his  kingdom.  Poverty  and  depopulation, 
therefore,  was  not  the  natural  confequence  of  the  discoveries  of 
Columbus,  but  the  certain  refult  of  the  evil  policy  of  Spain. 
We  have  fecn  how  the  traffic  of  India  was  managed  by  Portugal. 
That  commerce  which  was  the  foundation  of  the  maritime 
ftrcngth  of  the  Mohammedan  powers,  and  which  enriched 
Venice,  was  not  only  all  in  the  power  of  the  Portugucfe,  but 
it  was  thcir's  alfo  to  purchafc  that  traffic  on  their  own  terms 
with  the  commodities  of  Europe.  Had  thefe  methods  been 
purfued,  Portugal,  a  much  finer  country,  had  foon  been  more 
populous  than  Holland  is  now.  He  who  foretells  the  negle<St 
q{  agriculture  on  the  increafe  of  commerce,  foretells  an  event 
contrary  to  the  nature  of  things ;  and  nothing  but  an  infatuation^ 
which  cannot  at  a  diftance  be  forefeen,  may  poffibly  fullfil  the  pre- 
dittion.  Ignorance  of  the  true  principles  of  commerce,  that  great 
caufe  of  the  fall  of  the  Portuguefe  empire,  does  not  at  prefent 
threaten  the  Britifti ;  nor  is  the  only  natural  reafon  of  that  fall 
applicable  to  Great  Britain.  The  territory  of  Portugal  is  too 
fmall  to  be  the  head  of  fo  extenfive  an  empire  as  once  owned  its 
authority.  Auxiliaries  may  occafionally  affift,  but  pcrmanancy 
xrf  dominion  can  only  be  enfured  by  native  troops.  The  nu- 
merous 
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meroiis  garriibns  of  Portugal  in  Brazil ^  in  Africa  and  Afia,  re-» 
quired  more  fupplies  than  the  feat  of  empire  could  afford  with-^ 
out  depriving  itfelf  of  defence  in  cafe  of  invafion.     In  the  events 
the  foreign  garrifons  were  loft  for  want  of  fupplies,  and  the 
feat  of  empire,  on  the  fhock  of  one  difafler,  fell  an  eafy  prey  to 
the  ufurpation  of  Spain.     Great  Britain,  on  the  contrary,  by 
the  appointment  of  nature,  reigns  the  commercial  emprefs  of 
the  world.     The  unrivalled  iiland  is  neither  too  large  nor  too 
fmalL     Ten  millions  of  inhabitants  are  naturally  fuflicient  to 
afford  armies  to  defend  themfelves  againf);  the  greatefl  power  i 
nor  is  fuch  radical  flrength  liable  to  fall  afUnder  by  its  own 
weight.'    Neither  is  nature  lefs  kind  in  the  variety  oif  the  cli- 
mate of  the  Britidi  ifles.     That  variety  in  her  different  provinces 
alike  contributes  to  the  production  of  her  invaluable  ilaples  and 
hardy  troops.     Won  and  defended  from  the  Mohammedans  in 
wars  efteemed  religious,    the  circumflances  of  Portugal,  pro- 
duced a  high  and  ardent  fpirit  of  chivalry,  which  raifed  her  to 
empire;  but  when  fuccefs  gave  a  relaxation  to  the  adtion  of  this 
fpirit,  the  general  ignorance  of  all  ranks  funk  her  into  ruin. 
The  circumflances  ojf  the  Britifh  empire  are  greatly  different. 
Her  military  fpirit  is  neither  cherifhed  by,  nor  dependent  upon* 
caufes  which  exifl  in  one  age  and  not  in  another;  and  deep,, 
indeed,  mufl  be  her  degeneracy,  when  all  her  ranks  are  as  ig-- 
norant  of  her  true  interefl  as  thofe  of  Portugal  were,  previous 
tp  her  fall.     Nor  is  the  increafe  of  wealth  big  with  fuch  evils 
as  ibme  efleem.     Portugal  did  not  owe  her  ^11  to  it,  for  Om{ 
was  not  enriched  by  the  commerce  of  India.     And  if  Great 
Britain  ever  {\ifkr  by  enormous   wealth,    it  mufl   be  by  a^ 
general  corruption  of  manners.     This,  however,  is  infinitely 
more  in  the  power  of  geverament  than  fbnie  furmife.     To  re- 
medy an  eyiJ  we  mufl  trace  its  fource.     And  never  wa^  ther?' 
oation^l  corruptjQn  of  manners  wWch  did  not  How  from^Hi 
Wees  and  errors  of  ^vernment.     Where  m^rit  is  the  only  pa0-' 
port  to  promotion,  corruption  of  manners  cannot  be  Q^r^f,] 
Where  the  wortblefs  can  purchafe  the  offices  of  truft,  uiriverfalw 
profligacy  mufl  follow.     It  was  not  the  acquij(itions  given  by 
Columbus,  it  was  the  dull  ignorant  politics  of  Madrid  which 
rendered  America  in  any  decree  a  curfe  to  Spain.     It  was  not 
the  falj  of  Car^h*ge  that  corrupted  RoRie,  it  was  thp  want,  of 
knowledge  and  the  want  of  virtue  in  the  Roman  Senate  wWch 
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introduced  that  venality,  which,  as  a  heftic  fever,  confumcd 
the  Roman  ftrength.     Mankind,  it  may  be  faid,  are  liable  to 
be  corrupted,    and  wealth  affords  the  opportunity.     But  this 
axiom  will  greatly  miflead  us  from  the  line  of  truth,  if  taken* 
in  a  general  fenfe.     The  middle  rank  of  men  is  infinitely  more 
virtuous  than  the  loweft.     Profligacy  of  manners  is  not  therefore 
the  natural  confequence  of  affluence,  it  is  the  accident  which 
attends  a  vulgar  mind  in  whatever  external  fituation.     And  when 
vulgar  minds  are  preferred  to  the  high  offices  of  church  or  Aate». 
it  is  the  negligence,  or  wickednefs  of  government,  and  not  thc: 
increafe  of  wealth,  which  is  the  fource  of  national  corruption, . 
Some  articles  of  traffic   have  an  evil  influence  on   a   people.- 
But  neither  is  this  in  juftice  to  be  charged  on  the  increafe  of: 
national  trade.    The  true  principles  of  commerce  on  the  contrary; . 
require  the  reftri<9tion  of  many*,  and. perhaps  the  prohibition, 
of  fome  articles.     And  ignorance  of  the  true  fpirit  bf  commerce^ 
and  negledt  in  the  legiflature,    arc  therefore  the  only  fourcc4» 
of  thefe  evils.     The  afcendency  of  this  ignorance  and  this  ne-*' 
gleft,  are  always  attended  with  venality,  and  muft  prove  fatal, 
in  every  country.    The  two  firft  fatal  to  the  commercial  ftrength, 
venality  to  the  national  power  and  manners.     When  the  kingi 
qf  Spain  commanded  Azevedo,  his  Viceroy  of  India,  to  difpofe: 
of  every  office,  by  public  fale,    he  made  an  edift,  that  merit 
ftiould  be  neglefted,  and  that  the  moft  worthlefs   and  unfit 
ftibuld  only  be  entrufted  with  the  public  affairs.     E>ft6lly  pro-, 
portioriisd  to  thc  degrees  of  venality,  as  it  is  checked  or  predo- 
minant, .does  the.  conftitutional  health  of  every  empire  recover 
or  decline.     I'hat  of  Portuguefe  Afia,.from  the  complex  variety 

*  That  private  vices,  the  luxury  and  ex-  beoome  a  dangeiout  burden  on  the  comnioil 

travasance  of  individuals,  are  public  bene-  wealth.     Nor  is  all  which  is  fpent  by  indi« 

fits,T  has  been  confidently  aflerted,   yet  no  viduals,  gained,  as  fome  aflert,  by  the  public 

theoretical  paradox  was   ever  mora  falfe.  A  young  merchant  who  dilBpates  io,ooO]. 

Luxuries,  indeed;  employ  many  hands,  but  in  debauchery  among  fharpers  -and  cour^ 

all  hands  in  employment  conduce  not  alike  zans,  people  of  no  labour,  does  not  advan-, 

to  die  iendoe  of  the  ftate.    Thofe  en^ployed  tage  me  public  in  any  degree  equal  to  the 

oil  the  natural  flaples  are  of  the  firft  rate  lofs  which  it  fufbdns  in  the  diftrefles  of  hit 

fervice  ;  but  thofe  engaged  on  luxuries  of-  induilrious  creditors.     Nor  is  even  this  all ;. 

ten  require  materials  which  contribute  to  where  private  luxury  is  cherifhed  as  a  public 

tttra  the  ballance  of  trade  againil  the  coun-  benefit,  a  national  corruption  of  manners* 

try  where  they  refide ;   and  as  the  fale  of  the  moft  dreadful  politiod  difeafe,  will  be 

their  labours  depends  upon  faftiion  and  ca-  fure  to  prevail,    fure  to  reduce  the  moft 

price,  not  upon  the  real  wants  of  life,  they^  ffouriftiing   kingdom  to  the  moft  critical 

are  apt' to  be  thrown  out  of  employ,  and  to  weaknefs. 

of 
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^  cftvfep  w?  hi»ve  tr^?^,  ;h«d  Is^g-ib^  a  deep  con*- 

iumption,  and  was  now  in  the  laft  ftag^^  "wbtn  Philip  IL  made 
4^  e(^  in  open  fi^ve^r  9f  ^vi^oiiJlt}^  ao  adt  which  almoft  im£ne«> 
4fg|ely  en4ed  h^r  pejitief^  c»iA^ 

Jf  happily  ro^ny  of  tbe  cftufee  of  the  fall  /of  Portugal  do  not 
threaten  the  @rki/h  fmphr^$  yet  dgawft  tisKrilccauiles  taft'menii 
<ioi>e4,  Orqat  P^rit^  CMftot  be  jtoo  well  giaosded }  and  noay  He 
^o  ioFet^Jls  her  dasgftr  faow  i^em,  jaeircr  prove  a-Caffandra:  ia 
pppphecy  I  «i^  H«  iseyer  h.^!i^  the  pit  of  fbcrteliing  ivhat  is  tmc^ 
#n4  y«t  fep  fttP4  tP  Pt)tm  no  ci:^it  JmriBut  if  the  fall  of  the 
iPwtWgnef?  empire  hf^  m  ^KMiipk  peculiarly  held  up  to  the 
BiTitiih,  ftill  mor^  p^rtipul^rJy  does  the  hiftory  of  Portug^fe 
AAa  4ema94  thfe  ftt^enitioQ  Qf  ^hAt  ftupendous  Common  Wealthy 
tj^  Unit^  Eaft  lodi*  CQippany*    . 

The  hiftorie;  of  w^^t  from  the  eaHicfl:  times,  are  much 
alik?  5  the  nam?5  of  the  cowitcies  ravifhed,  -the  towws  deftroy^ 
ledf  4p4  captai|i6  flain^  1U^  (Hffof^nt;  the  motives  and  condud;cf 
the  pppreflbrs,  and  the  oiifems  of  the  oppre^ed»  are  the  fame. 
Portugal  r^ifed  th^s  firil  eooMien:!^ .  empire  of  the  modern 
world  J  fhe  hift<?fy  ^  feer  fiobe  tberdSore  opens  a  new  iicld  for 
the  inofl  importfnjt  fpeeul^iioiau  The  tranfadions  of  the  Portu<^ 
gu^ft  in  India  are  pecuUltrly  the  wars  and  negociations  of  com- 
jn^rce,  apd  therefore  offer  inftraftions  to  every  trading  coun- 
try,  which  are  not  to  befouod  in  the  campaigns  of  a  Caefar  of 
a  Marlborough.  The  profoerity  a«d  de^lenfion  of  foreign  fet-^ 
tleipents,  refult^ng  frpm  the  wifdom  or  errors  of  the  fupreme 
pow^r  at  home,  from  tb^  wifdom  ©r  imprudence,  the  virtues  or 
vices  pf  gqvfrnofs  abroad  5  The  ftupendous  cfFedsof  unftained 
honour  and  fwth  ;  Tl>e  miierabk  ruinous  embarraffments  which 
attend  diihoneft  policy,  though  filppor ted  by  the  greateft  abili- 
ties in  th(B  field  9r  i»  the  couoeil  s  I'he  uncommercial  and  dread- 
ful confequences  of  wars  unjuftly  provoked,  though  crowned 
with  ^r  long  fcries  of  vi<3tQrie§5  The  felf-deftrudive  meafures, 
uncommercial  ft>irit  and  inherent  weaknefs  of  defpotic  f ulc ;; 
The  powers  affluence,  and. fliabili ty  whiph  reward  the  liberal 
pplipy  of  humane  government ;  in  a  word.  All  thofe  caufes 
which  npurifh  the  infancy,  41  thofe  which  as  a  fecret  difeafe 
VOdgrmiine^  or  as  4  vipl^ot  poifon  fuddenly  deftroy  the  vital 
ftrcngth  of.  a  commercial  empire ;  all  thefc  are  developed  and 

p  diiplaycd. 
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^ifplayed,  in  the  moft  exemplary  manner,  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
tranfadtions  of  Portiiguefc  Alia, 

-  And  all  thefe. combine  to  afcertain  the  one  great  principle 
upon  which  the  Britifli  Eaft  India  Company  muft  exift  or  fall. 
The  viceroy  or  governor  always  finds  two  interefts,  often  dif- 
ferent from  each  other,  foliciting  his  attention;  the  public  intereft 
and  bis  own  private  one.  If  inftitutions  cannot  be  devifed  to 
rendef  it  the  true  intereft  of  governors,  to  make  that  of  the 
public  their  firft  care,  ftability  cannot  be  preferved  *.  —  But 
it  were  unjuft  to  require  the  poverty  of  an  Albuquerk  or  a 
Nunio.  He  who  devotes  his  life  to  the  fervice  of  his  country, 
merits  a  reward  adequate  to  his  ftation.  An  eflimate  of  the  re- 
ward which  true  policy  will  give,  may  be  drawn  from  the  fate 
of  the  Dutch  fettlement  at  Brazil.  Prince  Maurice  of  Naflau-, 
the  general  of  a  Dutch  Weft  India  company,  expelled  the  Por- 
tuguefe  from  one  half  of  this  rich  and  extenfive  country. 
In  reward  of  his  fervice  he  was  appointed  governor,  but  his 
mercantile  mafters,  earneft  for  immediate  gain,  and  ignorant  of 
what  was  neceflary  for  fatpre  fecurity,  were  offended  at  the 
grandeur  in  which  he  lived,  the  number  of  fortrefles  which  he 
built,  and  the  expcncc  of  the  troops  which  he  kept.  They 
forced  him  by  ill  treatment  to  relign,  and  the  ideas  of  the 
comptingrhoufe  were  now  adopted.  The  expence  of  troops 
and  of  fortrefles  was  greatly  reduced ;  even  that  of  the  court  of 
juftice  was  retrenched ;  in  their  commerce  with  their  new  fub- 
jeits  every  advantage  of  the  fordid  trader  was  taken,  and  pay- 
ment was  enforced  with  the  utmoft  rigour.  Cent,  percent, 
was  now  divided  in  Holland,  and  all  was  happy  in  the  idea  of 
the  Burgo-mafters,  the  Lords  of  this  colony ;  when  the  Portu- 
guefe,  invited  by  the  defencclefs  ftate,  and  joined  by  the  dif- 
contented  fubjefts  of  the  Dutch,  overwhelmed  them  with  ruin. 

*   Nor   is   it  enou|;h    to    fupprefs    the  merchant  is  fettered  by  difficulties,    only 

means  of  private  villainy :  To  render  a  fet-  .  i^en  of  defperacc  fortune  will  fettle  in .  a 

tlement  profperous,    the  honeft  merchant  difUnt  climate.     And  thefe,    confcious  of 

muft   have  every  poflible  encouragement.  the  reftraints  under  which  they  labour,  con- 

U  it  is  eafy  to  acquire  an  handfome  inde-  fdous  that  they  have  much  to  gsdn  and 

pendence  in  an  honourable  channel,    the  little  to  lofe,  will,  in  the  nature  of  things, 

fens  of  men  of  property  and  of  connexions,  be  folely  influenced  by  the  fpirit  of  the  mere 

will  adventure ;  and  where  capital  and  real  adventurer;    by   that  fpirit  wluch  utterly 

abilities  are  beft  rewarded,  commerce,  muft  rained  the  Portuguefe  in  India« 
gttaxly  ioc^ea/e.    If  on  the  other  hand,  the 

Though 


/      -  yur  R  O  D  U  C  t  1  d'N/  tvH 

Though  the  States  now  kiterefted  themfelves  vigouroufly^  atl 
the  great  expence  of  their  armaments  was  loft.  Brazil  was  re-- 
covered by  the  Fortaguefe,  and  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company 
was  utterly  extinguiihed. 

Nat  can  wc  clofe  our  obfenrations  without  one  more>  Nunia 
acquired  an  extenfive  territory  in  India.  Harraiied  by  the  hor- 
rible wars  of  their  native  princes,  the  rcgiwis  around  Goa  im- 
pibred  the  Portuguefe  to  take  them  under  prote<5tiom  And  iafe 
aiid  happy,  while  all  around  was  fteeped  in  blood,  the  territory 
under  the  dominion  of  Nunio  was  the  envy  and' wonder  of 
India.  Taught  by  this  example^  every  humane  breaflr  txiuft 
warm  on  the  view  of  the  happinefe  which  the  JBritifh  India. 
Company  may  diffufe  over  the  Eaft,  a  happinefs  which  the 
Briti^^^ire  peculiarly  enabled  to  beftow.  Bdides  the  ntikity 
kiftances  of  Portuguefe  tyranny  and  tnifoondcK^  already  enn- 
fnerated,  there  was  s(  defeat  ia  their  govemn^nt  which  mud 
ever  prove  fatal  to  a  commercial  empire.  All  the  ftupendtma 
efforts  of  Portuguefe  cc^nization  wew  only  founded  on  the 
lands,  on  the  quick-fands^of  human  caprice  and  arbitrary  power*. 
They:govern<jd  by  no  certain  iyiktiA  of  laws.  •  Their  governors 
carried  to  India  the  image  of  *^e  court  of  Lift>on>  and  againfir 
riie  will  of  the  Ruler  there  was  no*  appeal  to>  the  civil  power!. 
Confidence  in  the  high  juftice  <rf  a  Nunio  may  give  nations^ 
habituated  to  opprefiion  a  temporary  fpirit  of  induilry ;.  but 
temporary  it  mud  be,  as  a  hafty  journey  made  in  the  uncertain^ 
mterval  of  a  lempeft.  The  cheerful  vigour  of  commerce 
can  only  be  uniforrti  and  continucfd  where  the  merchant  is  con- 
ibious  of  proteftion  on  hi^  appeal  so-  known  laws  of  fupreme 
authority.  On  the  firm  bafis  df  her  laws  the  colonies  of  Great 
Britain  have  wonderfully  profpercd,  for  ihc  gave  them  an  image 
ef  her  own  conftitotion*.    And  even  where  the  government  of 

•  '      *  ■ 

*  the  form  of  the  »)veminent,  and  the  property,,  educated  in  independance.  India^ 

ndonal  chaiafterof  the  BiitHh^peculiaTlv  perhaps  the   mdS  ferdfe  country  In  the 

en^lethem  to  diffofe  the  Ue^bigs  which  world*  has  fofFeKd  more. by  fkmine  tfaan^ 

Sow  from  the  true  ipirit  of  commerce.  The  any  other.    For  the  thoufiuid)  who  have 

I>utch  have  a  penarioafnefs  in  theirmanners,  cGed  of  hunrerin  other  countries,  India  ha% 

abfeC  ^' -  •  '     - 


aad  a  palpable  ielfiiuieft  ki  dieir  laws».  ill  baiied  mlHioii*  of  her  ibns^  who  have  thos 

letiihed  )yf  the  neighboorf  of  their  Usttle-  periAed.    AmaziBgly  popidoiiiy  the  fitthme 

ments..    They  want  a  mixture  of  the  blood  of  a  crop  of  rice  is  here  dreadful.     It  is  the 

or  gentlemen  $  or  todrop  thb  metaphor,  they  '  trae  ipintOTComnmce  to  pnrvenr  faming,  va 

fMint  that  libeial  turn  dP  idea  and  ientsment  -  brin^psorifiBo^fijciBiionn  uwQiry  to  aiothef*> 

Wjjuch  arifes  .from  ihf  iinteccourie^and  con-  And  nmv  th^trueiniijfuof  it  Ue.fjR»ted^« 

raiaciflii  ofl!he^«ieidittitwiditheiik^of  dieBhttmihlAffiaf'  ''  '" 

f>  z.                                         the 
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the  natives  cannot  be  new  modelled,  an  cafy  appeal  to  the  fu- 
premacy  of  her  civil  laws,  muft  place  her  commerce  upon  the 
fureft  foundation.  It  is  not  the  fpirit  of  Gothic  conqueft,  it  is 
iiot  the  little  cunning  finefle  of  embroiling  the  Indian  princes 
among  themfelves;  of  cajoling  one  and  winning  another;  it  is  ^ 
not  the.groveling  arts  of  intrigue,  often  embarrafied,  always  fhift- 
ing,  which  can  give  lafting  fecurity.  An  eflential  decifive  predomi^ 
nancy  of  the  juftice  of  lawp  like  the  Britiih,  can  alone  fecurc  the 
profperity  of  the  mofl;  powerful  commercial :fyfl;em,  or  render  its 
exiftence  advantageous  or  even  safe  to  the  feat  of  Empire* 
The  next  period  of  the  Introdudlion  to  the  Lufiad  requires 

The    L  I  F  E    of   the    A  a  T  H  O  R. 

WHEN  the  glory  of  the  arms  of  Portugal  had  reached 
its  meridian  fplendor.  Nature,  as  if  in  pity.of  the  literary 
rudenefs  of  that  nation,  produced  one  great  Poet,  to  record  the 
numberlefs  adions  of  high  fpirit  performed  by  his  countrymen. 
Except  Oibrius,  the  hiftorians  of  Portugal  are  little  better  than 
dry  journalifts.  But  it  is  not  their  inelegance  which  rendered 
the  poet  neceflary.  It  is  the  peculiar  nature  of  poetry  to  give  a 
colouring  to  heroic  anions,  and  to  exprefs  an  indignation  againfl 
the  breaches  of  honour,  in  a  fpirit  which  at  once  feizes  the 
heart  of  the  man  feeling,  and  carries  with  it  an  inflantaneous 
convidlion.  The  brilliant  adlions  of  the  Portuguefe  form  the 
great  hinge  which  opened  the  door  to  the  moft  important  al- 
teration in  the  civil  hiftory  of  mankind.  And  to  place  thefe 
adlions  in  the  light  and  enthufiafm  of  poetry,  that  enthudafm 
which  particularly  aOlmulates  the  youthful  breaft  to  its  own 
fires,  was  Luis  de  Camoens,  the  poet  of  Portugal,  born. 

Different  cities  claimed  the  honour  of  his  birth.  But  accord- 
ing to  N.  Antonio,  and  Manuel  Correa  his  intimate  friend,  this 
event  happened  at  Lilbon  in  1517.  His  family  was  of  confiderable 
note,  and  originally  Spanifli.  In  1 370,  Vafco  Perez  de  Caamans, 
difgufted  at  the  court  of  Caftile,  fled  to  that  of  Lifbon,  where  king 
Ferdinand  immediately  admitted  him  into  his  council,  and  gave 
him  the  lordships  of  Sardoal,  Punnete,  Marano,  Amendo,  and  other 
confiderable  lands;  a  certain  proof  of  the  eminence  of  his  rank  and 
abilities.  In  the  war  for  the  fucceflion,  which  broke  out  on  the 
death  of  Ferdinand,  Caamans,  fided  with  the  king  of  Cailile,  and 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Alj  abarrota.    Bijit!  xhoiigh  John  L  the 

.    M  vidor. 
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yAtBxfCf  ieiarcd  a  great  part  of  Bis  cftatc^  his  widow,  tKe'daugh* 
ter  of  Gonfala  Tercyro^  grand  mafter  of  the  order  of  Chrift,, 
and  grncfai  of  the  Pdrtugudfe  armjr,.  was  not  reduced  beneath 
her  rank.     She  had  three  fons,  who  took  the  name  of  Canvoen*. 
The  family  of  the  eldeft  inter- married  with  the  firft  nobility  of 
Portugal, 'and  cvehy  xccoirdiag  toCaftera,.  with  tiwr  blood  royaL . 
But  the  family  of  the  fecond  brother,,  whofe  fortune  was  flender,, 
had  the  fiapeiriar  hooour  to  produce  the  Author  of  the  Luiiad. 

E»Iy  in  hici  life  tho  misfortunes  of  die  Poet  began*  In  hisr 
infdticy,  Simon  Va^  de  Caxnoens^ . his  father,  commander  of  a. 
v^fiel,  was  ihipwrecked  at  Goa,  where,  with  his  life,  the 
greateft  part  of  his  fortune  was  loft.  His  mother,  however,. 
Anne  de  Maccdo  of  Santaren«,  provided  for  the  education  of 
bcr  iim  Luis  at  the  univerfity  of  Coimbra*  What  he  acquired: 
there  his  works  difcovcf :  An  intimacy  with  the  claflics,  equal i 
to  that  of  a  Scaliger,  but  dire(fted  by  the  tafte  of  a  Miltoik^ 
or  a  Pope. 

When  he  kft  the  uniTcrfity  he  appeared  at  court*     He  waa^ 
handfome  ^,  had  fpeaking  eyes,  it  is  faid,  and  the  fineft  com«*< 
plexion.     Certain  it  is,,  however,  he  was  a  poli(hed  rcholar,> 
which,  added  to  the  natural  ardour  and  gay  vivacity  of  his  dif-^ 
pofition,.  rendered  hien  an  accompliihed  gentleman.      Courts, 
atie  the  fcenes  of  intrigue,,  and  intrigue  was  fafliionable  at  Lif- 
b6n.     Bat  the  particulars  of  the  amours  of  Camoens  reft  un- 
known.    This  only  appears  :  He  had  affrired  above  his  rank,  for 
he  was  baniihed  ftom  the  court  j  and  in  feveral  of  his  fonnets  he 
afcribes  this  misfortune  to  love.  • 

He  now  retired  to  his  mother's  friends  at  Santarene.  Here 
be  renewed  his  ftudies,  and  began  his  Poem  on  the  Difcovery 
of  India.  John  III.  at  this  time  prepared  an^  armameM  againft 
Africa.  Camoens,  tired  df  his  inaiiive  obfcure  life,  went  <o 
Ceuta  in  this  expedition,  and  greatly  diftinguifbed  his  valou^  in  . 
ftvtral  rencounters.  In  a  naval  engagement  with  the  Moors 
^  the  ftraits  of  Gibraltar,  in  the  coiiflidt  of  boardihg  he  was 
among  the  foremoft,  and  loft  his  right  eye.     Yet  neither  the 

^  The  French  Tranflator  gives  us  fo  fine  a  Nicolas  Antonio,  ^  Mediocri  Jlaitira  fuitf. . 

defcription  of  the  peHbn  of  Camoens,  that  it  et  carm  flena^  capiltis  u/que  ad  croci  coUrtm 

leems  to  be  bimowed  f#om  th«  Faiiy  Td^l.  fiavrfctMihuSi  makhm  in  jn^entute,    Efidnf'^ 

It  is  univerfally  agited,  however,  thatvho  hm^eifrmsf  iS  medtui^  nttfia^  c^tra  irnign^ . 

was  handfome,  and  had  a  mo&  engagmg  tt  in  fat  crajjit^(ulus»* 
lAein  and  addrefi.    ifexs-enftdcfoibeSiysl 

hurry. 
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hurry  of  adlual  fervice  nor  the  diflipation  of  the  camp  could 
ftifle  his  genius.  He  continued  his  Lufmdas^  and  feveral  of  his 
moft  beautiful  fonnets  were  written  in  Africa,  while,  as  he 
exprefles  it. 

One  hand  the  pen,  and  one  the  fword  employed. 

The  fame  of  his  valour  had  now  reached  the  court,  and  he  ob-. 
tained  pqrmiflion  to  return  to  Lifbon.  But  while  he  folicited 
an  eftablifhment  which  he  had  merited  in  the  ranks  of  battle, ! 
the  malignity  of  evil  tongues,  as  he  calls  it  in  one  of  his  letters, 
was  injurioufly  poured  upon  him.  Though  the  bloom  of  his 
early  youth  was  effaced  by  feveral  years  refidcnce  under  the 
fcorching  heavens  of  Africa,  and  though  altered  by  the  lofs  of 
an  eye,  his  prefence  gave  uneafinefs  to  the  gentlemen  of  fome 
families  of  the  firft  rank  where  he  had  formerly  vifited,  Jea- 
loufy  is  the  charafteriftic  of  the  Spanifli  and  Portuguefe ;  its  re- 
fcntment  knows  no  bounds,  and  Camoens  now  found  it  prudent 
to  banifli  himfelf  from  his  native  country.  Accordingly,  in 
1553,  he  failed  for  India,  with  a  refolution  never  to  return. 
As  the  (hip  left  the  Tagus  he  exclaimed,  in  the  words  of  the 
fepulchral  monument  of  Scipio  Africanus,  Ingrata  patria,  non 
pojfidebis  ojja  mea !  Ungrateful  country,  thou  fhalt  not  poflefs 
my  bones  !  But  he  knew  not  what  evils  in  the  Eaft  would 
awake  the  remembrance  of  his  native  fields. 

When  Camoens  arrived  in  India,  an  expedition  was  ready  to 
fail  to  revenge  the  king  of  Cochin  on  the  king  of  Pimenta. 
Without  any  reft  on  fhore  after  his  long  voyage,  he  joined 
this  armament,  and  in  the  cohqueft  of  the  Alagada  iflands,  dif- 
played  his  ufual  bravery.  But  his  modefty,  perhaps,  is  his 
greateft  praife.  In  a  fonnet  he  mentions  thiis  expedition  :  We 
went  to  punifli  the  king  of  Pimenta,  fays  he,  efuccedeones  bem^ 
and  we  fuccecded  well.  When  it  is  confidered  that  the  Poet 
bore  no  inconfiderable  (hare  in  the  vidory,  no  ode  can  conclude 
more  elegantly,  more  happily  than  this. 

In  the  year  following  he  attended  Manuel  de  Vafconcello  in 
an  expedition  to  the  Red  Sea.  Here,  fays  Faria,  as  Camoens 
bad  no  ufe  for  his  fword  he  employed  his  pen.  Nor  was  his 
activity  confined  in  the  fleet  or  camp.  He  vifited  Mount  Felix 
and  the  adjacent  inhofpitable  regions  of  Africa,  which  he  fo 

ftrongly 
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"ftrongly  pictures  in  the  Lufiad,  and  in  one  of  his  little  pieces, 
where  he  laments  the  abfence  of  his  miftrefs. 

When  he  returned  to  Goa  he  enjoyed  a  tranquility  which  en- 
abled him  to  beftow  his  attention  on  his  Epic  Poem*  But  this 
ferenity  was  interrupted,  perhaps  by  his  own  imprudence.  He 
wrote  fome  fatyrs  which  gave  offence,  and  by  order  of  the  Vice- 
roy Francifco  Barreto  he  was  baniflied  to  China. 

Men  of  dull  abilities  are  more  confcious  of  their  embarralT- 
ment  and  errors  than  is  commonly  believed.  When  men  of 
this  kind  are  in  power,  they  affedt  great  folemnity ;  and  every 
expreffion  of  the  moft  diftant  tendency  to  lefTen  their  dignity,  is 
held  as  the  greateft  of  crimes.  Confcious  alfo  how  feverely  the 
man  of  genius  can  hurt  their  intereft,  they  bear  an  inftindtivc 
antipathy  againft  him,  are  uneafy  even  in  his  company,  and  on 
the  flighteft  pretence  are  happy  to  drive  him  from  them.  Ca- 
moens  was  thus  fituated  at  Goa ;  and  never  was  there  a  fairer 
field  for  fatyr  than  the  rulers  of  India  at  this  time  afforded* 
Yet  whatever  efteem  the  prudence  of  Camoens  may  lofe  in  our 
idea,  the  noblenefs  of  his  difpofition  will  doubly  gain.  And  fo 
confcious  was  he  of  his  real  integrity  and  innocence,  that  in 
one  of  his  fonnets  he  wifhes  no  other  revenge  on  Barreto*  than 
that  the  cruelty  of  his  exile  (hould  ever  be  remembered *• 

•  Caftera,  who  always  condemns  Camoens  of  the  territory  and  revenues  promlfed  them 

as  if  guilty  of  facnledge,  when  the  flighteft  by  the  Ufurpei.     In  the  fpiritof  Sampayo, 

reproach   of  a   grandee  appears,   tells  us,  Barreto's  officers  defolated  the  coafts  of  Ma- 

*'  that  pofterity  by  no  means  enters  into  the  labar  and   Ceylon.      Becaufe  Hydal  Can 

**  refentment  of  our  poet,  and  that  the  For-  fought  revenge  for  the  favour  mewed  to 

**  tuguefe  hiftorians  make  glorious  mention  the  Ufnrper,  Barreto  fcnt  Coutinhp  to  attack 

**  of  Barreto,  who  was  a  man  of  true  merit."  Salfete  and  Bardes,  all  the  Tea  ports  of  which 

The  Portuguefe  hiftorians,  however,  knew  he  deftroyed  with  fire  and  fword,  and  re- 

not  what  true  merit  was.   The  brutal  uncom-  turned,  fay^  Faria,  with  bsnour  and  nches 

mercial  wars  of  Sampayo  are  by  them  men-  to  Goa.     Hydal  Can  on  this  raifed  a  great 

tioned  as  much  more  glorious  than  the  lefs  army.     Barreto  did  the  fame ;  but  though 

bloody  campaigns  of  a  Nunio,  which  efta-  he  made  a  winter  campaign,  did  nothings 

bliftied  commerce   and  empire.      But  the  fays  Faria,  worthy  of  hiftory.     The  king 

adions  of  Barreto  fliall  be  called  to  witnefs  of  Cinde  de  fired  Barreto's  aftiftance  to  crum 

for  Camoens.  a  neighbouring  prince  who  had  invaded  his 

We  have  feen  Souza's  villainous  nego-  dominions.  Barreto  went  himfelf  to  relieve 
ciation  in  favour  of  Meale  Can,  and  the  him ;  but  having  difagreed  about  the  re- 
dangerous  war  which  it  kindled.  Barreto  ward  he  required,  for  the  king  had  made 
took  up  the  fame  bufinefs,  and  Meale  Can,  peace  with  his  enemy,  he  burned  Tata  the 
in  breach  of  the  treaty  with  his  brother  royal  city,  killed  above  8000  of  the  people 
Hydal  Can,  was  by  him  proclaimed  king  he  came  to  protect,  for  eight  days  deftroyed 
of  Vifipor.  This  begat  a  war,  which  end*  every  thing  on  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  and 
ed  in  the  captivity  of  Meale  Can  and  the  loaded  his  vefTels,  fays  our  author,  with  the 
difgrace  of  the  Fortogiuefe,  who  were  ftript  richeft  booty  hitherto  taken  in  India.    The 

war 
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The  zccompliihxncnts  and  manners  of  Cdsnoen;  ihon  fovLii4 

liim  friends^  though  under  the  difgrace  j^f  bajoiihpient.     tjji 

was  appointed   comnxiijary  of  the'  Defund  in  the  iiland  of 

Macao^  a  Portuguefe  iettlenlenjt  in  the  bay  of  Canton.     Hprjs 

he  continued  his  Lufiad ;  and  jiere  alfb,  after  five  years  reiS.^ 

olence,  i? -acquired  a  fortune/ though  fnaall,  yet  eaual  to  his 

wiflies.     Don  Conftantine  de  Bragaiiz.a  was  npw  Viceroy  of 

India^  and  Caoioens,  4efirous  to  return  to  Goa,  refigned  his 

•dliarge.     In  a  (hip,  freighted  by  hiniiielf,  he  fet  fail»  but  was 

Shipwrecked  in  the  gulph  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mehpn  on 

«the  coaft  of  China.    AU  he  had  acquired  was  loft  in  the  waves .: 

4us  poenois^  which  he  held  in  one  hand,  while  he  fwimnxed 

Wth  the  other^  wexe  all  he  found  himfelf  poflefled  of,  when  hj5 

ilood  friendlefs  on  the  unknown  ihore«     But  the  natives  g^^ 

ihiip  a  mojS:  humane  reception  :  this  he  has  immortalifed  in  th^ 

jvophetic  fong  in  the  tenth  Lufiad*;  and  in  the  feventh,  he 

$dU  us  J  that  here  he  lofl  the  wealth  which  fati^fied  his  wi£hes« 

Agora  da  e/peran^aja  adqvirida^  &c. 

Now  bleft  with  all  the  wealth  fond  hope  could  craye» 
;Soon  I  beheld  that  wealth  beneath  the  wave 
Forever  loft ;  '     ■■  ■-' 

My  life  like  Judah's  heaven-doom'd  king  of  yore 
By  miracle  prolonged  ^-~- — - 

On  the  banks  of  the  Mehon,  he  wrote  his  beautiful  para- 
phrafe  of  the  pfalm,  where  the  Jews,  in  the  fineft  ftrain  of 
poetry,  are  reprefented  as  hanging  their  harps  on  the  willows 


war  withHydal  Can,  kindled  by  Barrcto^ 
trcachjery,  continued.  The  city  of  Dabul 
was  deftroyed  by  the  viceroy,  who,  foon  aftei:, 
at  the  head  of  17,000  men,  defeated  the 
injured  Hydal  Can's  army  of  20,000. 
While  horrid  defolation  followed  thefe  vic- 
tories, and  whi^e  Hydal  Can  raifed  new 
.armies,  Duarte  Deza  treachcroufly  impri- 
fbned  the  king  of  Temate  and  his  whole 
.£imily,  though  in  alliance  with  Portugal, 
und  ordered  them  to  be  ftarved  to  death. 
This  kindled  a  war,  which  endangered  the 
^alucos,  and  ended  in  the  fubmiflion  of 
-the  Portuguefe.  Such  was  the  monfter 
BarretQ^    the  Joan  who  exiled  Camoens^ 


and  fuch  were  the  villains  who  aded  under 
him. 

•  Having  named  the  Mehon  ; 
Efie  rectbera  placido^  ^  brando^ 
Noffu  regafo  0  Cantci  qutmolhado^  &c. 
Literally  thus  :  ^*  On  his  gentle  hof  pi  table 
bofom  (fie  htzndo  poet  ice  J  fhall  he  receive 
the  fong,  wet  from  woeful  unhappy   ft^ip- 
wreck,   cfcaped  from  deflroying   tempefts, 
from  ravenous  dangers,    the  effeft  of  the 
unjuft  fentence  upon  him,  whofe  lyre  fhall 
be  more  renowned  than  enriched."     When 
Camoens   was  comniiflary,    he   vifited   the 
iflands  of  Temate,  Timor,  &c;  defcribed 
ia  the  Lofiad. 


by 
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by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  and  weeping  their  exile  from  their 
native  country.  Here  Camoens  continued  fome  time,  till  an 
opportunity  offered  to  carry  him  to  Goa,  When  he  arrived  at 
that  city,  Don  Conftantine  de  Braganza,  the  Viceroy,  whofc 
charadteriftic  was  politenefs,  admitted  him  into  intimate 
friend(hip,  and  Camoens  was  happy  till  Count  Redondo  aflumed 
the  government.  Thofe  v/ho  had  formerly  procured  the  banish- 
ment of  the  fatyrift,  were  lilent  while  Conftantine  was  in 
power.  But  now  they  exerted  all  their  art's  againft  him.  Re- 
dondo, when  he  entered  on  office,  pretended  to  be  the  friend 
of  Camoens;  yet,  with  all  that  unfeeling  indiiterepce  with 
which  he  made  his  moft  horrible  witticifm  on  the  Zamorim, 
he  fuffcred  the  innocent  man  to  be  thrown  into  the  common 
prifon.  After  all  the  delay  of  bringing  witnefles,  Camoens,  in 
a  public  trial,  fully  refuted  every  accufation  of  his  condudt, 
while  commiflary  at  Macao,  and  his  enemies  were  loaded 
with  Ignominy  and  reproach.  But  Camoens  had  fom6  credi- 
tors ;  and  thele  detained  him  in  prifon  a  confiderable  time,  till 
the  gentlemen  of  Goa  began  to  be  afhamed,  that  a  man  of  his 
lingular  merit  fhould  experience  fuch  treatment  among  them. 
He  was  fet  at  liberty;  and  again  he  affumed  the  profeflion 
of  arms,  and  received  the  allowance  of  a  gentleman  volunteer, 
a  charadter  at  this  time  common  in  Portuguefc  Ipdia.  Sooa 
after,  Pedro  Barreto,  appointed  governor  of  the  fort  at  Sofala, 
by  high  promifes,  ajlured  the  poet  to  attend  him  thither. 
The  governor  of  a  diftant  fort,  in  a  barbarou^  country,  fhares  in 
fome  meafure  the  fate  of  an  exile.  Yet,  though  the  only 
motive  of  Barreto  was,  in  this  unpleafant  fituation,  to  retain 
the  converfation  of  Camoens  at  his  table,  it  was  his  leaft  care 
to  render  the  life  of  his  gueft  agreeable.  Chagrined  with  his 
treatment,  and  a  confiderable  time  having  elapfed  in  vain  depen-"' 
dence  upon  Barreto,  Camoens  refolved  to  return  to  his  native 
country.  A  (hip,  on  the  homeward  voyage,  at  this  time  touched 
at  Sofala,  and  feveraf  gentlemen  *  who  were  on  board  were 
defirous  that  Camoens  Ihould  accompany  them.  But  this  the 
governor  ungeneroufly  endeavoured  to  prevent,  and  charged  him 

•  According  to  the  Portuguefe  Life  of  ward  voyage,   wrote  annotations  upon  the 

Camoens,   prefixed  to  Gedron's,   the  bell  Lufiad,  under  the  eye  of  its  author.     But 

edition  of  his  works,  Diogo  de  Couto,  the  thcfe  unhappily  have    never  appeared  in 

hiftoriaui  one  of  the  company  in  this  home-  public, 

q  with 
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with  a  debt  for  board.  Anthony  de  Cabral,  however,  and  Heftor 
de  Sylveyra,  paid  the  demand,  and  Camoens,  fays  Faria,  and 
the  honour  of  Barreto,  were  fold  together. 

After  an  abfence  of  fixteen  years,  Camoens,  in  1569,  returned 
to  Lifbon,  unhappy  even  in  his  arrival,  for  the  peftilence  then 
raged  in  that,  city,  and  prevented  his  publication  for  three 
years.  At  laft,  in  1 572,  he  printed  his  Lufiad,  which,  in  the 
opening  of  the  firft  book,  in  a  moft  elegant  turn  of  compliment 
he  addrefled  to  his  prince,  king  Sebaftian,  then  in  his  eigh- 
teenth year.  The  king,  fays  the  French  tranflator,  was  fo 
pleafed  with  his  merit,  that  he  gave  the  Author  a  penfion  of 
4000  reals,  on  condition  that  he  fhould  refide  at  court.  But 
this  falary,  fays  the  fame  writer,  was  withdrawn  by  Cardinal 
Henry,  who  fucceeded  to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  loft  by  Se- 
baftian at  the  battle  of  Alcazar. 

But  this  ftory  of  the  penfion  is  very  doubtful.  Correa,  and 
other  cotemporary  authors,  do  not  mention  it,  though  fomc 
late  writers  have  given  credit  to  it.  If  Camoens,  however,  had 
ft  penfion,  it  is  highly  probable  that  Henry  deprived  him  of  it. 
While  Sebaftian  was  devoted  to  the  chace,  his  grand  uncle,  the 
Cardinal,  prefided  at  the  council  board,  and  Camoens,  in  his 
addrefs  to  the  king,  which  clofes  the  Lufiad,  advifes  him  to 
exclude  the  clergy  from  ftate  afltiirs.  It  was  eafy  to  fee  that  the 
Cardinal  was  here  intended.  And  Henry,  befides,  was  one  of 
thofe  ftatefmen  who  can  perceive  no  benefit  refulting  to  the 
public  from  elegant  literature.  But  it  ought  alfo  to  be  added 
in  completion  of  his  charadler,  that  under  the  narrow  views  and 
weak  hands  of  this  Henry,  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  fell  into 
utter  ruin ;  and  on  his  death,  which  clofed  a  fliort  inglorious 
reign,  the  crown  of  Lifbon,  after  a  faint  ftruggle,  was  annexed 
to  that  of  Madrid.  Such  was  the  degeneracy  of  the  Portuguefe, 
a  degeneracy  lamented  in  vain  by  Camoens,  and  whofe  obfer- 
vation  of  it  was  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime. 

Though  the  great  *  patron  of  one  fpecies  of  literature,    a 

*  Cardinal  Henry's  patronage  of  learning  fet  the  nottf  /.  456.^      He  corresponded 

and  learned  men  is  mentioned  witb  cordial  with  them,  directed  their  labours,  and  re- 

efteem  by  the  Portuguefe  writers.    Happily  cdved  the  firft  accounts  of  their  fnccefs. 

they"  alfo  tell  us  ymsx  that  learning  was.  Under  his  patronage  it  was  difcovered,  that 

It  was  to  him  the  Romifh  Friars  of  the  Baft  St.  Thomas  ordered  the  Indians  to  wor- 

tranftnitited  their  childiih  forgeries  of  in-  fhip  the  Crofs ;  and  that  the  Moorifh  tra* 

fcriptions  and  miracles  (ftr  fomt  of  nubUb,  dition  of  Perimal^  (who>  having  embraced 

Mdiammedifm, 
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fpecics  the  reverfe  of  that  of  Camocns,  certain  it  is,  that  the 
author  qi  the'Lufiad  was  utterly  neglcdted  by  Henry,  under 
whofb  inglorious  reign  he  died  in  ^1  the  mifery  of  poverty* 
By  fpme^  it  is  faid,  he  died  ^n  an  alm^-hoyfe.  It  appears^ how- 
ever, that  he  had  not  even  the  certainty  of  fubfiitence,  which 
thefe  houfes  provide.  He  had  a  black  fervant,  who  had  grown 
old  with  him,  and  who  had  long  experienced  his  mafter's  hu- 
manity. This  grateful  Indian,  a  pative  of  Java,  who,  accor4?^ 
ing  to  fome  writers,  faved  his  mailer's  life  in  the  unhappy  ftiip- 
wreck  where  he  loft  his  eiFedls,  begged  in  the  ftreets  of  Lifbofi 
for  the  only  man  in  Portugal  on  whom  God  had  beftowcd  thofe 
talents,  which  have  a  tendency  to  credt  the  fpirit  of  a  dowp«« 
ward  age.  To  the  eye  of  a  careful  obferver,  the  fate  of  Ca- 
moens  throws  gr^eat  light  on  that  of  his  country,  and  will-  appear 
ftricftly  conn^dted  with  it.  The  fame  ignorance,  the  fame  de- 
generated fpirit,  which  fu£fered  Camoens  to  depen<l  on  his  (hare 
of  the  alms  begged  in  the  ftreets  by  his  old  hoary  fervant,  the 
fame  fpirit  which  caufed  this,  funk  the  kingdom  of  Portugal 
into  the  moft  abjedt  vaflTallage  ever  experienced  by  a  conquered 
nation.     While  the  grai>dees  of  Portugal  wer^  bUnd  to  the  rviA 


MohanuQcdifmy  divided  his  IdagdamaiooDg 
his  officers,  whom  he  rendered  tributary  to 
the  Zamorim,)  was  a  maliciovs  mifrepre- 
ientatioiij  for  that  Perimal,  having  turned 
Chriflian,  reil&ned  his  kingdom  and  became 
a  monk.  Such  was  the  learning  patronifed 
by  Henry,  rnider  whofe  a^fplces,  that  horrid 
tribunal,  the  inquifition  was  ere£led  atLifbon. 
And  he  himfelf.long  prefided  as  inquidtor 
geneeal.  Kor  was  he  content  with  ]^s«  he 
eAabliihed  an  inquifition  alio  at  .Goa»  aiid 
fent  a  whole  apparatus  of  holy  fathers  to 
form  a  court  of  mquiiltors,  to  fupprefs  the 
Jews  and  reduce  the  native  ChriiUans  to  the 
See  of  Rome.  Nor  muft  the  treatment  ex- 
perienced by  Buchanan  at  Lifbon  be  here 
omitted,  as  it  aiibrds  a  convincing  proof 
that  the  fine  genius  of  Camoen»,  was  the 
true  foufce  of  his  misfortiMics.  John  IIL 
eameil  io  prom<yte  die  cultivation  of  polite 
literature  among  his  fub|e€ls,  engaged  Bii» 
chanan,  the  mo^  elegant  Latinift^  perhaps, 
of  modern  cknes,  to  teach  philofophy  and 
the  Be^/es  Lettres  at  Li(bon.  But  the  defien 
of  the  monarch  was  foon  fruftrated  by  the 
clergy,  at  the  bead  of  whom  was  Henry, 


afterwards  the  fbvesreign.  Buchanan  wai 
conimitted  to  prifon,'  becaufe  it  was  alledged 
Vc  had  eaten  ne(h  in  Lent,  and  becaufe  in 
his  early  youth,  at  St.  Andri^ws  in  Soo^laod, 
he  had  written  a  fatyr  againfl  the  Franctf- 
cans;  for  which,  however,  ere  he  wottid 
ventmre  to  Li|bon«  John  had  promiied  ^bi* 
foliite  indemnity.  John,  with  much  difi.- 
culty,  procured  his  rel^afe  from  a  loaithfoiiie 
jaii^  bat  coiild  not  efoA  his  refiotaticm  as 
a  teacher.  No,  he  only  chaagc4  .his  priibo, 
for  Buchanan  was  fent  to  a  mohaflerv  to  he 
inftruHed  hy  the  monkt^  the  men  of  letters 
patronifed  by  Henry.  Thefe  are  thus  cl^, 
ra&erifed  by  their  pupil  Buchanan, — nee  in'" 
bumaniSf  nee  ntalis,  fed  omnis  religionis 
ignaris.  **  Not  oncivilized,  not  flagitious,  but 
igmorant  of  every  rdigion."  A  fatyrical 
negative  compliment,  rollowed  by  a  charge 
of  grofs  barbarifm.  In  this  confinement 
Buoianan  wrote  his  elegant  verfion  of  the 
pialms.  Camoens,  about  the  fame  time, 
failed  for  Indja.  The  blciTed  effedls  of 
the  fpirit  which  perfecuted  fuch  men,  are  well 
expreiled  in  the  proverb,  J  Spaniard,  ftrift 
of  all  bis  *QirtutSi  maka  a  ^ood  Portuguefe. 

z  which 
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which  impended  over  them,  Gamoens  behfeld*  it  with' a  pun- 
gency of  grief  which  hiftened  his  exit,  th  one  of  his  letters 
he  has  thefe  remarkable  words,  '^  Em  Jim  dccaberey  a  vida,  e 
verram  todos  que  fuy  afeigoada  a  miriho  pat  Ha  ,  &<:/'  '  I  ^ai'h  end- 
ing the  courfe  of  my  life,  the  world  will  witnefs  how  I  have 
loved  my  country.  I  have  returned,  not  only  to  die  in  her 
bofom,  but  to  die  with  her."  In  another  letter,  written  a  little 
before  his  death,  he  thus,  yet  with  dignity,  complains,  **  Who 
has  feen  on  fo  fmall  a  theatre  as  my  poor  bed,  fuch  a  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  difappointrocnts  of  fortune.-  Arid  I,  is  if  fhe  could 
not  herfelf  fubdue  me,  I  have  yielded  and  become  of  her  party ; 
for  it  were  wild  audacity  to  hope  to  fiirmourit  fuch  accumu- 
lated evils." 

In  this  unhappy  fituation,  in  1579,  in  his  fixty-fecond  year, 
the  year  aftor  the  fatal  defeat  of  Don  Sebaftian,  died  Luis  de 
Camoens,  the  greatcft  literary  genius  ever  produced  by  Portu-: 
gal ;  in  martial  courage  and  fpirit  of  honour,  nothing  inferior 
to  her  greateft  heroes.  And  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  poverty 
in  which  he  died  was  he  buried.  Soon  after,  however,  many 
epitaphs  honoured  his  memory ;  the  greatnefs  of  his  merit  was 
univerfally  confeffed,  and  his  Lufiad  was  tranflated  into  various 
languages*.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  omitted,  that  the  man  fo 
miferably  negle<fted  by  the  weak  king  Henry,  was  earneftly  en- 
quired after  by  Philip  of  Spain,  when  he  affumed  the  crown 
of  Lifbon.  When  Philip  heard  that  Camoens  was  dead,  both 
his  words  and  his  countenance  exprefled  his  diHippointment 
and  grief. 

From  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life,  and  from  that  fpirit  which 
glows  throughout  the  Lufiad,  it  evidently  appears  that  the  courage 
and  manners  of  Camoens  flowed  from  true  greatnefs  and  dignity 
of  foul.     Though  his  polilhed  converfation  J  was  often  courted 


*  According  to  Gedron,  a  fecond  edition 
of  the  Lufiad  appeared  in  the  fame  year 
with  the  firft.  Inhere  are  two  Italian  and 
four  Spanifh  tranflations  of  it.  An  hundred 
years  before  Caftera's  vcriion  it  appeared  in 
French.  Thomas  de  Faria,  Bp.  of  Targa 
in  Africa,  trandated  it  into  Latin,  and 
printed  it  without  either  his  own  or  the 
name  of  Camoens :  a  mean  but  vain  attempt 
to  pafs  his  veriion  upon  the  public  as  an 
original.  Le  P.  Niceron  fays  there  were 
two  other  Latin  tranflations.    It  is  tranfla- 


ted alio  into  Hebrew  with  great  elegance 
and  fpirit  by  one  Luzzetto,  a  learned  and 
ingenious  Jew,  author  of  ^veral  poems  in 
that  language,  and  who,  about  thirty  years 
ago,  died  in  the  Holy  Land. 

X  Camoens  has  not  efcaped  the  fate  of 
other  eminent  wits.  Their  ignorant  ad- 
mirers contrive  anecdotes  of  their  humour, 
which  in  reality  difgrace  them.  Camoens, 
it  is  faid,  one  day  heard  a  potter  finging 
fome  of  his  verfcs  in  a  miferable  mangled 
manner,  and  by  way  of  retaliation,  broke 

a  parcel 


INT  R.O  D-U  C  r  ION. 


cxvir* 


ty  tht  grieat,  hfe  appears  fo  diftant  from  fervility,  that  his  impru-- 
dence  in  this  refped:  is  by  fome  highly  blamed.  Yet  the  inftances' 
of  it  by  no  means  deferve  that-fcverity  of  cenfure  with  which  fome 
writers  have  condemned  him,  Unconfcious  of  the  feelings  of 
a  Camoens,  they  knew  not  that  a  careleflhefs  in  fecuring  the 
fmiles  of  fortune,  and  an  open  honefty  of  indignation,  are  almoft 
infeparable  from  the  enthufiafm  of  fine  imagination.  The  truth' 
is,  the  man  pofleffed  of  true  gepius  feels  his  greateft  happinefs.irf 
the  purfuits  and  excurfions  of  the  mind,  and  therefore  makes' 
an  eftimate  of  things,  very  different  from  that  of  him  whofc 
unremitting  attention  is  devoted  to  his  external  intereft.  The 
pfofufion  of  Camoens  is  alfo  cenfured.  Had  he  diffipated  the 
wealth  he  acquired  at  Macao,  his  profufibn  indeed  had  been- 
criminal ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  enjoyed  any  other 
opportunity  of  acquiring  independence.  But  Camoens  was  un^ 
fortunate,  and  the  unfortunate  man  is  viewed 


through  the  dim  (hade  his  fate  cafts  o'er. him : 


A  fhade  that  fpreads  its  evening  darknefs  o'er 
His  brighteft  virtues,  while  it  fhews  his  foibles 
Crowding  and  obvious  as  the  midnight  ftars. 
Which  in  the  funftiine  of  profperity 
Never  had  been  defcried  ' 

Yet  after  the  ftrifteft  difcufllon,  when  all  the  caufes  are  weigh- 
ed together,  the  misfortunes  of  Camoens  will  appear  the  fault 
and  difgrace  of  his  age  and  country,  and  not  of  the  man.  His 
talents  would  have  fecured  him  an  apartment  in  the  palace  of 
Auguftus,  but  fuch  talents  are  a  curfe  to  their  pofTeflbr  in  an. 
illiterate  nation.  After  all,  however,  if  he  was  imprudent  on 
his  firft  appearance  at  the  court  of  John  III.  if  the  honefty  of 
his  indignation  led  him  into  great  imprudence,  as  certainly  it 
did,  when  at  Goa  he  fatyrifcd  the  Viceroy  and  the  firft  Goths 


a  parcel  of  his  crartheh  ware.  **  Friend,  faid 
he,  you  deftroy  my  verfes  and  I  defbroy 
your  goods."  The  fame  fooliih  flory  is  told 
of  Ariofto;  nay,  we  are  even  informed, 
that  Rinaldo's  fpeech  to  his  horfe  in  the 
firft  book, 

Ferma  Baiardo  mto^  &c. 
was  the  pafTage  miibmed  ;  and  that  on  the 
potter's  complaint,  the  injured  poet  replied. 


<<  I  have  only  broken  a  few  bafe  pots  of  thine 
not  worth  a  groat,  but  thou  haft  murdered 
a  fine  ftanza  of  mine  worth  a  mark  of  gold." 
But  both  thefe  filly  tales  are  borrowed  from. 
Plutarch's  life  ofArcefilaus,  where  the  fame 
dull  humour  is  told  of  Philoxenus.  '*  He 
heard  fome  brick-makers  miftune  one  of  his 
fongs,  and  in  return  he  deftroyed  a  number 
pf  their  bricks.'* 

in 
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in  power ;  yet  let  it  alfo  be  remembered,  that  ^*  The  gifts  of 
^*  imagination  bring  the  heavieft  tafk  upon  the  vigilance  of 
**  reafon;  and  to  bear  thofe  faculties  with  unerring,  reditude  or 
^*  invariable  propriety,  requires  a  degree  of  firmnefs  and  of  cool 
**  attention,  which  doth  not  always  attend  the  higher  gifts  of 
^'  the  mind.  Yet  difficult  as  nature  herfclf  feems  to  have  ren- 
^*  dered  the  tafk  of  regularity  to  genius,  it  is  the  fupreme  con- 
^*  folation  of  duHnefs  and  of  folly  to  point  with  Gothic  triumph 
^*  to  thofe  excejSes  which  are  the  overflowings  of  faculties  they 
^*  never  enjoyed.  Perfectly  unconfcious  that  they  are  indebted 
**  to  their  ftupidity  for  the  confiftency  of  their  condudl,  they 
**  plume  themfelvcs  on  an  imaginary  virtue,  which  has  its 
origin  in  what  is  really  their  difgrace. — Let  fuch,  if  fuch 
dare  approach  the  fhrine  of  Camoens,  withdraw  to  a  refpeft- 
ful  diflance ;  and  fhould  they  behold  the  ruins  of  genius,  or 
the  weaknefs  of  an  exalted  mind,  let  them  be  taught  to  la- 
**  ment,  that  nature  has  left  the  nobleft  of  her  works  im- 
''  perfeaV 

And  Poetry  is  not  only  the  nobleft,  but  alfo  not  the  kaft  ufeful,  if 
civilization  of  manners  be  of  advantage  to  mankind.  No  moral 
truth  may  be  more  certainly  demonftrated,  than  that  a  Virgil  or  a 
Milton  are  not  only  the  firft  ornaments  of  a  ftate,  but  alfo  of  the 
firft  confequence  if  the  laft  refinement  of  the  mental  powers  be  of 
importance.  Strange  as  this  might  appear  to  a  J  Burleigh  or  a 
Locke,  it  is  philofophically  accounted  for  by  Bacon;    nor  is 

^  This  paHngc  in  inverted  commas  is  cited,  one  Spenier.    Tea  thotiTaBd  are  born,  fays 

with  the  alteration  of  ^e  name  only,  from  Sir  V/illiam,  with  abilities  requiiite  to  form 

Larij^home's  acxount  of  the  life  of  William  a  great  Statefman,  for  one  who  is  bom  with 

Collins.  the  talents  or    genius   of   a    great  Poet. 

X  Burleigh,  though  a  deep  politician  in  Locke's  ideas  of  poetry  are  accounted  for  ia 

ilate  intrigue,  had  no  idea,  that  to  introduce  one  fhort  fentence;  He  knew   nothing 

polite  literature  into  the  vernacular  tongue,  about  the  matter.     An  extraft  from 

was  of  any  benefit  to  a  nation,  thongh  her  his  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Molyneux,  and 

vernacular  Hterature  was  the  glory  of  Rome  a  citation  from  one  of  Jus  treatifes,  ihaU 

when  at  the  height  of  empire,  and  though  demonftrate  the  truth  of  this  afTertion. 
empire  fell  with  its  declenfion.     Spenfer, 

the   man   who    greatly  conduced    to    re-  Molynenx  .writes  lo  Locke : 

iine   the   Engli(h   Muics,     was    by   Bur-  .<«  Mr.  Churchill  favoured  me  with  the 

leigh  eAeemed  a  batWad-»aker,    unworthy  prefent  of  Sir  R.  Blad«nore*s  K.  Arthur, 

of  regard.      Yet  the  Englifti  polite  lite-  I  had  read  Pr.  Arthur  before,  and  read  k 

rature  k  at  this  day,  in  the  eileem  which  it  with  adniradon,  which  is  not  at  all  te^ened 

commands  abroad,  is  of  more  real  iervice  to  by  this  fecond  piece.     M  our  Enf^ijb  p^ets 

England,  than  all  the  reputation  or  intrigues  (except  Milton)  hu^i  been  tnere  haUad-nuikers 

of  Burleigh.     And  ten  thoufand  Burleighs,  in  ctmfa^ifim  to  him.     Upon  the  publication 

according  to  Sir  W.  Temple,  are  born  for  of  hi^  firii  poem,  I  intimaied  tobin,  througk 
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Locke's  opinion  either  inexplicable,,  or  irrefutable*     The  great 
genius  of  Ariftotle,  and  that  of  his  great  refembler.  Sir  Francis^^ 


Mr.  ChiirchiU's  hands,  how  excellently  I 
thought  he  might  perform  a  philofoi^uc 
poem,  from  many  touches  he  gave  in  his 
Pr.  Arthur,  particularly  from  Mopas's  fong. 
And  I  perceive  by  his  preface  to  K.  Arthur 
he  has  Lad  the  like  intimations  from  others, 
but  reje£ts  them  as  being  an  enemy  to  all 
philofophic  hypothefes.'' 

Mr.  Locke  anfiveis ; 

**  I  fhall,  when  I  fee  Sir  R.  Blackmore, 
difcourie  him  as  vou  deiire.  There  is,.  I  widi 
pleafure  find,  a  itrange  harmony  throughout, 
Detween  your  thoughts  and  mine/' 

Molyneux  replies ; 

"  I  perceive  yon  are  (b  happy  as  to  be  ac« 
qaainted  with  Sir  Rich.  Blaclcmore ;  he  is 
an  extraordinary  peribn^  and  I  admire  his 
two  prefaces  as  much  as  I  do  any  parts  of 
his  books :  The  firft,  wherein  he  expofes 
**  the  licentioufnefs  and  immorality  of 
our  late  poetry"  is  incomparable,  and  the 
iecond,  whereiii  he  pro(ecutes  the  fame  fub- 
jed,  and  delivers  his  thoughts  coocendng 
hypothefes,  is  no  lefs  judicious,  and  I  am 
wholly  of  his  opinion  relatbg  to  the  latter. 
However  the  hiflory  and  phenomena  of 
nature  we  may  venture  at ;  and  this  is  what 
I  propose  to  be  the  fubje^  of  a  j^oibf^c 
poem.  Sir  R.  Blackmore  has  exqiuAte 
touches  of  this  kind,  difperfed  in  many 
places  of  his  books :  (to  pafs  over  Mopas's 
long)  ril  infiance  one  particular  in  the  moft 
proSound  fpeculation?  of  Mr.  Newton's  phi- 
lofophy,  uus  curiottfly  touched  ift  King 
Arthur,  Book  IX.  p*  243. 

The  conAeilatioas  (bine  at  bU  command  j 
He  fonn*d  their  radkiat  orbs,  and  with  his  hand 
He  weighed,  and  put  them  off  with  (ach  a  force 
As  might  prefenre  an  everitftifig  courfe  *. 

**  I  donbt  not  but  Sir  R.  Blackmore,  in 
theie  lines,  had  a  refstrd  to  the  proportion* 
ment  of  the  projedive  motion  of  the  ws 
€4wirip§Ut  that  keeps  the  planets  in  their 
oontiniied  coarfts. 

**  I  have  by  me  fojie  obfcrvttionf,  made 
by  a  jndicioes  friend  of  mine  on  both  of  8ir 
R.  Blackmore's  poems.     If  they  may  be 


any  ways  acceptible  te  Sir  R.  I  (hall  fend 
them  to  you." 

Mr.  Locke  again  rcfJies ; 

<<  ThoaghSirR.B'svein  in  poetry  be  what 
every  body  muft  allow  him  to  have  an  ex- 
traordinary talent  in,  and  though,  with  you, 
I  exceedingly  valued  his  firft  preface,  yet  I 
maft  own  to  yon,  there  was  nothing  that  I 
fo  much  admired  him  for,  as  for  what  he 
fays  of  hypothefes  in  his  lift.  It  (eems  to 
me  fo  right,  and  is  yet  fo  much  out  of  the 
way  of  the  ordinary  writers,  and  pra^ition- 
ers  in  that  faculty,  that  it  (hews  as  great  i. 
(Irength  and  penetration  of  judgment  as  his 
poetry  has /hAvn  flights  of  fancy,** 

Ai  the  bed!  comment  on  this,  let  an  ex^ 
trad  from  Locke's  Eflay  on  Education  fully 
explain  his  ideas. 

**  If  he  have  a  poetic  rein,  'tis  to  me  the 
(Irangeft  thing  in  the  world,  that  the  fother 
ihould  ddire  or  fuffer  it  to  be  cherifhed  or 
improved.  Methinks  the  parents  ihould 
lalx)ur  to  have  it  (lifled  and  fuppreflfed  as 
much  as  may  be,  and  I  know  not  what  rta- 
fon  a  father  can  have  to  wi(h  his  fon  a  poet, 
who  does  not  defire  to  have  him  bid  defiance 
to  all  other  callingB  or  bafinefs,  which  is  not 
yet  the  word  of  the  cafe  ;  for  if  he  proves  a 
fucceGful  rhymer,  and  gets  once  the  repu- 
tation of  a  wit,  I  defire  it  may  be  confider* 
•  ed,  what  company  and  places  he  is  like  to 
fpend  his  time  in,  nay,  and  eftate  too  ;  for 
it  is  very  feldom  feen  that  any  one  difcovers 
mines  of  gold  or  filvcr  in  Parnafius.  Tis 
a  pleaf^t  air  but  a  barren  foil,  and  there 
are  very  few  inHances  of  thofe  who  have 
added  to  their  patrimony  by  any  thing  they 
have  reaped  from  thence.  Poetry  and 
Gammg,  which  efaally  go  togetho*,  are 
alike  in  this  too,  that  they  feldom  brin{ 
any  advantage  but  to  thofe  who  have  no-^ 
thing  elfo  to  live  on.  Men  of  efbites  almoft 
conftantly  go  away  lofers,  and  'tis  well  it 
fhey  efcape  at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  their 
whole  eftates  or  die  greatefl  part  of  them* 
ff  therefore  yea  would  not  have  yonr  fen* 
the  fiddle  to  every  jovial  company,  wtdiont 
whom  the  fparks  coeld  not  relifli  their  wine,, 
nor  know  how  to  fpend  an  afternoon  idly ; 
if  yoa  would  not  have  him  wafte  his  time 

and 


^  Theib  lines,  howerer,  are  adoU  wretched  parapbraib  of  fome  parts  of  the  PCilms, 
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Bacon,  faw  deeper  into  the  true  fpirit  of  poetry  and  the  human 
affedtions  than  a  Burleigh.  In  ancient  Greece,  the  works  of  Ho- 
mer were  called  the  leflbn  or  philofophy  of  kings ;  and  Bacon  de- 
fcribes  the  cifedts  of  poetry  in  the  moft  exalted  terms.  What  is 
deficient  of  perfedtion  in  hiftory  and  nature  poetry  fupplies;  it 
thus  eredts  the  mind,  and  confers  magnanimity,  morality,  and 
delight;  **  and  therefore,  fays  he,  it  was  ever  thought  to  have 
fome  participation  of  divinenefs  */'     The  love  of  poetry  is  fo 


and  efbite  to  divert  others,  and  condemn 
the  dirty  acres  left  him  by  his  anceflors,  I 
do  not  think  you  will  much  care  he  fliould 
be  a  poet." 

This  ignorance  of  poetry  is  even  worfe 
than  the  Dutch  idea  of  it.  But  this,  and 
his  opinion  of  Blackmore  fully  prove,  that 
Locke,  however  great  in  other  refpefts, 
knew  no  difference  between  a  Shakefpeare, 
that  unequalled  philofopher  of  the  pailions, 
and  the  dullcfl  Grub-ftreet  plodder;  Be- 
tween a  Milton  and  the  tavern  rhymers  of 
the  days  of  the  fecond  Charles.  But  Milton's 
knowledge  of  the  affe^ions  difcovered  in 
the  civilization  of  the  Mufes  a  ufe  of  the 
£rft  importance.      A  tailc  formed  by  the 

freat  poetry  he  cfleems  as  the  ultimate  Te- 
nement of  the  underflanding.  *<  This,  (fays 
he,  in  his  Tractate  on  the  Education  of 
Youth)  would  make  them  foon  perceive, 
what  defpicable  creatures  our  common  rhy- 
mers and  play  writers  be,  and  fhew  them 
what  religious,  what  glorious  and  magnifi- 
cent ufe  might  be  made  of  poetry,  both  in 
divine  and  human  things.  .From  hence, 
and  not  till  sow,  will  be  the  right  feafbn  of 
forming  them  to  be  able  writers  and  com- 
pofcrs  in  every  excellent  matter  .  .  .  whether 
they  be  to  fpeak  in  parliament  or  council, 
honour  and  attention  would  be  waiting  on 
their  lips.  There  would  then  alfo  appear 
in  pulpits  other  vifages,  other  geftures,  and 
flu^  ocherwife  wrought  than  what  we  now 

fit  under" 

•  His  high  idea  of  poetry  is  thus  philo- 
fophically  explained  by  the  great  Bacon  : 

•*  So  likewifc  I  finde,  fbme  particular 
writings  of  an  elegant  nature,  touching 
(bme  of  the  alFedlions,  as  of  anj^er^  of  com^ 
for^f  upon  ad-verfe  accidentia  of  tcndemefTe 
of  countenance,  and  other.  But  the  poets 
and  writers  of  hiflories  are  the  befl  dodtors 
of  this  knowledge,  where  we  find  painted 
fcrth  with  the  lite,  how  affedions  are  kin- 


dled and  incited,  and  how  pacified  and  re- 
flrained:  and  how  againe  contained  from 
aft  and  farther  degree :  how  they  difclofe 
themfclves,  how  they  worke,  how  they 
vary,  how  they  gather  and  fortify,  how 
they  are  inwrappea  one  within  another,  and 
how  they  doc  fight  and  encounter  one  with 
another,  and  other  the  like  particularities, 
amongft  the  which  this  laft  is  of  fpecial  ufe 
in  moral  and  civile  matters." 

Here  poetry  is  ranked  with  hillory ;  in  the 
following  its  effedls  on  the  paffions  is  pre- 
ferred. 

*«  The  ufe  of  this  fained  Hillory  (Poetry) 
hath  been  to  give  fome  fhadowe  of  fatis- 
fa£lion  to  the  mind  of  man  in  thofe  points 
in  which  nature  doth  deny  it:  the  world 
being  in  proportion  inferior  to  the  foul : 
By  reafon  whereof  there  is  agreeable  to  the 
fpirit  of  man  a  more  ample  greatnefTe,  a 
more  exadl  goodnefTe,  and  a  more  abfolute 
variety  then  can  be  found  in  the  nature  of 
things.  Therefore  becaufe  the  events  of 
true  hiftory  have  not  that  magnitude  which 
fatisfieth  the  mind  of  man,  Poefy  fayneth 
adls  and  events  greater  and  more  heroicall ; 
becaufe  true  hiftory  propoundeth  the  fac- 
ceffes  and  iffue?  of  adlions  not  fo  agreeable 
to  the  merits  of  virtue  and  vice,  tnerefore  ' 
Poefy  faynes  them  more  juft  in  retribution, 
and  more  according  to  revealed  Providence ; 
becaufe  true  Hiftory  reprefenteth  a6lions  and 
events  more  ordinary  and  lefs  interchanged, 
therefore  Poefy  endueth  them  with  more 
rarenefTe,  and  more  unexpefted  and  altema-* 
tivc  variations.  So  then  it  appeareth  that 
Poefy  ferveth  and  conferreth  to  magnani- 
mity, morality,  and  delegation,  and  there- 
fore it  was  ever  thought  to  have  fome  par- 
ticipation of  divinenefle,  becaufe  it  doth 
raife  and  eredl  the  mind,  by  fubmitting  the 
fhewes  of  things  to  the  defires  of  the  mind, 
whereas  reafon  doth  humble  and  bow  the 
mind  unto 'the  nature  of  things." 

natural 
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natural  to  the  ftrongcr  affedtions,  that  the  moft  barbarous  na- 
tions dfelight  in  it.  And  always  it  is  found,  that  as  the  rude 
war  fong  and  eulogy  of  the  dead  hero  refine,  the  manners  of 
the  J^e  refine  alfp.  The  hiftory  of  the  ftages  of  poetry  is  the 
philofophical  hifiory  of  manners ;  the  only  hiftory  in  which, 
with  certainty,  we  can  behold  the  true  character  of  paft  ages. 
True  civilization  and  a  humanifed  taftc  of  the  mental  pleasures, 
are  therefore  fynonimous  terms.  And  moft  certain  it  is,  where 
feeling  and  affeftion  refide  in  the  breaft,  thefe  muft  be  moft 
forcibly  kindled  and  called  into  aftion  by  the  animated  repre- 
fentations  and  living  fire  of  the  great  poetry.  Nor  may  Mil- 
ton's evidence  be  rejedled,  for  though  a  poet  himfelf,  his  judg- 
ment is  founded  on  nature.  According  to  him,  a  true  tafte 
for  the  great  poetry  gives  a  refinement  and  energy  to  all  other 
ftudies,  and  is  of  the  laft  importance  in  forming  the  fenator  and 
the  gentleman.  That  the  poetry  of  Camoens  merits  this  high 
chara<9:er  in  a  fingular  manner,  he  that  reads  it  with  tafte  and 
attention  muft  own  :  A  Diflertation  on  it,  however,  is  the  duty 
of  the  Tranflator 

But  this  muft  be  introduced  by  an  examination  of  the  criti- 
cifm  of  Voltaire,  a  criticifm  which,  though  moft  amazingly  er- 
roneous, is  generally  efteemed  in  feveral  countries  of  Europe 
as  the  true  charadter  of  the  Lufiad. 

When  Voltaire  was  in  England,  previous  to  his  publication 
of  his  Henriade,  he  publiflied  in  Englifti  an  Eflay  on  the  Epic 
Poetry  of  the  European  nations.  In  this  he  highly  praifed  and 
feverely  attacked  the  Lufiad.  In  his  French  editions  of  this 
Eflay,  he  has  made  various  alterations  at  different  times  in  the 
article  of  Camoens.  The  original  Englilh,  however,  ftiall  be 
here  cited,  and  the  French  alterations  attended  to  as  they  occur. 
Nor  is  it  improper  to  premife,  that  fome  moft  amazing  faifities 
will  be  detedted  ;  the  grofs  mifreprefentation  of  every  objedlion 
refuted ;  and  demonftration  brought,  that  when  Voltaire  wrote 
his  Englifti  Eflay,  his  knowledge  of  the  Lufiad  was  entirely 
bor/owed  from  the  bald,  harfli,  unpoetical  verfion  of  Fanftiaw. 

**  While  Triflino,  fays  Voltaire,  was  clearing  away  the  rubbifti 
in  Italy,  which  barbarity  and  ignorance  had  heap'd  up  for  ten 
centuries^  in  the  way  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  Camouens  in 
Portugal  fteer'd  a  new  courfe,  and  acquir'd  a  reputation  which 

.  r  lafts 
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lafts  ftill  among  his  countrymen,  whp  pay  as  much  rcfpcft  to 
his  memory,  as  the  Englifh  to  Mihon- 

**  He  was  a  ftrong  inltance  of  the  irrefiftihle  impulfe  of  nature, 
which  determines  a  true  genius  to  follow  the  bent  of  his  talents, 
in  fpight  of  all  the  obftacles  which  could  check  his  courfe, 

"  His  infancy  loft  amidft  the  idlenefs  and  ignorance  of  the 
court  of  Lifbon ;  his  youth  fpent  in  romantic  loves,  or  in  the 
war  againft  the  Moors;  his  long  voyages  at  fea,  in  his  riper 
years ;  his  misfortunes  at  court;  the  revolutions  of  his  country, 
hone  of  all  thefe  could  fupprefs'his  genius, 

^*  Emanuel  the  fecond  king  of  rortugal,  having  a  mind  to 
find  a  new  way  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by  the  ocean,  fent  Velafco 
de  Gama  with  a  fleet  in  the  year  1497,  ^^  ^^^^  undertaking, 
which  being  new,  was  accounted  rafh  and  imprafticable,  and 
which  of  courfe  gained  him  a  great  reputation  when  it  fucceeded. 

**  Camouens  followed  Velafco  de  Gama  in  that  dangerous 
voyage,  led  by  his  friendfliip  to  him,  and  by  a  noble  curiofity, 
which  feldom  fails  to  be  the  charafter  of  men  born  with  a 
great  imagination. 

**  He  took  his  voyage  for  the  fubjeft  of  his  poem  )  he  enjoy'd 
the  fenfible  pleafure,  which  nobody  had  known  before  him,  to 
celebrate  his  friend,  and  the  things  he  was  an  eye  witncfs  of. 

**  He  wrote  his  Poem,  part  on  the  Atlantic  Sea,  and  part  on 
the  Indian  (hore.  I  ought  not  to  omit,  that  in  a  Ihipwrack  on 
the  coafts  of  Malabar,  he  fwam  a  (hore,  holding-up  his  poem  in 
one  hand,  which  otherwife  had  been  perhaps  loft  for  ever. 

•*  Such  a  new  fubjedt,  managed  by  an  uncommon  genius,  icould 
not  but  produce  a  fort  of  Epic  Poetry  unheard  of  before. 
There  no  bloody  wars  are  fought,  no  heroes  wounded  in  a 
thoufand  diflferent  ways;  no  woman  enticed  away,  and  the 
world  over-turn'd  for  her  caufe ;  no  empire  founded  ;  in  fhort, 
nothing  of  what  was  deem'd  before  the  only  fubjeft  of  poetry. 

•*  The  Poet  condufts  the  Portuguefe  fleet  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Ganges,  round  the  coafts  of  Africk.  He  takes  notice  in  the  way, 
of  many  nations  who  live  upon  the  African  fhore.  He  inter- 
weaves artfully  the  hiftory  of  Portugal.  The  fimplicity  of  his 
fubjeft,  is  rais'd  by  fome  fiftions  of  diflferent  kinds,  which  I 
think  not  improper  to  acquaint  the  Reader  with. 

*'  When  the  fleet  is  failing  in  the  fight  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  caird  then  the  Cape  of;  the  Stormsj^  a  formidable  fhape 

appears. 
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appears  to  them»  walking  in  the  depth  of  the  fea ;  his  head 
reaches  to  the  clouds,  the  ftorms,  the  winds,  the  thunders* 
and  the  lightnings  hang  about  him ;  his  arms  are  extended 
over  the  waves*  'Tis  tiie  guardian  of  that  foreign  ocean  un- 
plow'd  before  by  any  fhip.  He  complains  of  being  obliged  to 
fabmit  to  fate,  and  to  the  audacious  undertaking  of  the  Porta-* 
guefe,  and  foretells  them  all  the  misfortunes  which  they  muft 
undergo  in  the  Indies.  I  believe,  that  fuch  a  fiQion  would  be 
thought  noble  and  proper,  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  nations. 

**  There  is  another,  which  perhaps  would  have  pleas'd  the 
Italians  as  well  as  the  Portuguefe,  but  no  other  nation  befides  : 
It  is  the  inchanted  iiland,  call'd  the  Ifland  of  Blifs,  which  the  fleet 
finds  in  her  way  home,  juft  rifing  from  the  fea,  for  their  comfort 
and  for  their  reward  :  Camouens  defcribes  that  place,  as  Tafia 
did  fome  years  after,  his  ifland  of  Armida.  There  a  fupernatural 
power,  brings  in  all  the  beauties,  and  prefcnts  all  the  pleafures 
which  nature  can  aflford,  and  which  the  heart  may  wifli  for ; 
a  Goddefs  enamoured  with  Velafco  de  Gama,  carries  him  to 
the  top  of  an  high  mountain,  from  whence  flie  fliews  him  all 
the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  and  foretells  the  fate  of  Portugal. 

**  After  Camouens  hath  given  loofe  to  his  fancy,  in  the  lafci- 
vious  defcription  of  the  pleafures  which  Gama  and  his  crew 
enjoyed  in  the  ifland,  he  takes  care  to  inform  the  Reader,  that 
he  ought  to  underfland  by  this  fiction,  nothing  but  the  fatis- 
fadion  which  the  virtuous  man  feels,  and  the  glory  which 
accrues  to  him  by  the  praftice  of  virtue ;  but  the  beft:  excufe 
for  fuch  an  invention,  is,  the  charming  fl:ile  in  which  it  is  de- 
liver'd  (if  we  believe  the  Portuguefe)  for  the  beauty  of  the 
elocution  makes  fometimes  amends  for  the  faults  of  the  poets, 
as  the  colouring'  of  Rubens  make  fome  defeats  in  his  figures 
pafs  unreguarded. 

**  There  is  another  kind  of  machinery  continued  throughout  all 
the  Poem,  which  nothing  can  excufe,  in  any  country  whatever  i 
'tis  an  unjudicious  mixture  of  the  Heathen  Gods  with  our  Religion; 
Gama  in  a  fl:orm  addreflfes  his  prayers  to  Chrifl:,  but  'tis  Venus» 
who  comes  to  his  relief;  the  heroes  are  chriftians,  and  the  poet 
heathen.  The  main  defign  which  the  Portuguefe  are  fuppos'd  to 
have  (next  to  promoting  dieir  trade)  is  to  propagate  Chrifl:ianity  j 
yet  Jupiter,  Bacchus,  and  Venus,  have  in  their  hands,  all  the 
management  of  the  voyage.     So  incongruous  a  machinery,  caflis 

r  2  a  blemifli 
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a  blemifli  upon  the  whole  Poem ;  yet  fliews  at  the  fame  time, 
how  prevailing  are  its  beauties,  fince  the  Portuguefe  like  it  with 
all  its  faults. 

"  Camouens  hath  a  great  deal  of  true  wit,  and  not  a  little  fliare 
of  falfe ;  his  imagination  hurries  him  into  great  abfurdities.  I 
remember,  that  after  Velafco  de  Gama,  hath  related  his  adven- 
tures to  the  king  of  Melinda,,  now,  fays  he,  O.king,  judge  if 
UlyiTes,  and  iEneas,  hav6  trav^ll'd  fo  far,  and  undergone  fo  many 
hardfliips.  As  if  that  barbarous  African  was  acquainted  with 
Homer  and  Virgil. 

*'  His  poem,  in  my  opinion,  is  full  of  numberlefs  faults  and 
beauties,  thick  fown  near  one  another;  and  almoft  in  every 
page,  there  is  fomething  to  laugh  at,  and  fomething  to  be  de- 
lighted with.  Among  his  moll  lucky  thoughts,  I  muft  take 
notice  of  two  for  the  likencfs,  which  they  bear  to,  two  moft 
celebrated  paiTages  of  Waller,  and  Sir  John  Dcriham. 

^*  Waller  fays,  in  his  Epiftle  to  Zelinda ; 

Thy  matchlefs  form  will  credit  bring. 
To  all  the  wonders  I  can  fing. 

**  Camouens  fays,  in  fpeaking  of  the  voyages  of  the  Argo- 
nautes,  and  of  Ulyfles,  that  the  undertaking  of  the  Portuguefe 
fhall  give  credit  to  all  thofe  fables,  in  furpafling  them. 

*^  Sir  John  Denham,  in  his  Poem  on  Cooper's-Hill,  fays  to 
the  Thames ; 

O  could  I  flow  like  thee,  and  make  thy  ftream. 
My  great  example,  as  it  is  my  theme ; 
Tho'  deep,  yet  clear,  tho'  gentle,  yet  not  dull. 
Strong  without  rage,  without  overflowing  full. 

"  Camouens  addreflTes  the  Nymphs  of  Tagus  in  the  like  manner; 
*•  O  Nymphs,  if  ever  I  fung  of  you,  infpire  me  now  with  new 
and  ftrong  lays ;  let  my  fl:yle  flow  like  your  waves ;  let  it  be 
deep  and  clear,  as  your  waters,  &c.'* 

Such  is  the  original  criticifm  of  Voltaire  on  the  Lufiad.  And 
never,  perhaps,  was  there  fuch  a  random  reverie,  fuch  a  mafa 
of  mifreprefentations  and  falfities  as  the  whole  of  it  exhibits. 
The  moft  excufeable  parts  of  it  are  fuperflcial  in  the  higheft 

degree. 
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degree.  Both  the  poet  and  the  hero  are  mifnamed  by  him. 
The  name  of  the  hero  has  been  corre6ted,  that  of  Camouens 
remains  flill  in  Voltaire,  the  only  author  who  ever  fpelled  it  in 
this  manner.  There  never  was  an  Emmanuel  the  fecond  of 
Portugal.  Camoens  was  not  fliipwrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Ma- 
labar, but  on  the  river  Mehon  in  China.  **  That  Gama  went 
a  new  way  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by  the  ocean^'  though  corrected 
in  the  edition  of  1768,  affords  a  moft  ftriking  proof  of  Voltaire's 
very  carelefs  perufal  of  the  Lufiad  at  the  time  when  he  firft 
prefumed  to  condemn  it.  For  it  is  often  repeated  in  the  poem, 
that  there  was  no  way  to  India  by  the  ocean  before.  That  the 
infancy  of  Camoens  was  loji  amidji  the  idlenefs  and  ignorance  of 
the  court  of  Lifion,  is  certainly  falfe.  His  youth  could  not  have 
been  fpent  in  idlenefs  or  ignorance,  for  his  works  difplay  a  moft 
mafterly  accuracy  in  every  branch  of  ancient  literature. 

Though  Voltaire  has  correded  his  error  in  fending  Camoens 
to  the  Eaft  Indies  along  with  Gama,  fuch  an  original  unpar- 
ralled  romance  ought  to  be  recorded.  Gama  failed  on  the  dif- 
covery  of  India  in  1497.  Camoens  was  born  in  i  517,  and  was 
not  feven  years  of  age  when  Gama  died.  Thefe  fafts  were  im- 
mediately objected  ta  Voltaire,  but,  at  firft,  he  would  not 
yield.  Contrary  to  the  teftimony  of  Camoens  himfelf,  and 
every  circumftance  of  his  life,  an  *  hypothefis  muft  defend  this 
favourite  fuppofition.  In  his  Amfterdam  edition  of  1738,  Vol- 
taire boldly  aflerts  that  Camoens  was  a  Spaniard,  born  in  the  reign- 
of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabel,  that  he  came  to  Lifbon  in  the  firft 
year  of  Emmanuel,  aad  was  in  intimate  friendship  with  Gama,. 

•  This  boneft  hypothefis  which  makes  from  which  we  are  to  believe  that  Milton 

Camoens  a  Spaniard,  is  of  a  piece-  with  borrowed  his  Paradifc  Loft  from  a  Comedy, 

another  of  the  fame  ingenious  Author.     In  which  nobody  ever  faw.     From  the  fame 

his  unhappy  Eflav  on  Epic  Poetry  he  affert-  pcfearches  in  England,  Voltaire  alfo  learned 

ed,  that  Milton  built  his  Paradife  Loft  upon  other  circumftances,   of  which  the  public 

an  Italian  Comedy,    written  by  one  An-  were  totally  ignorant.      The  writing  by 

dreino.    This  was  immediately  denied,  and  which  Milton  k>Id  his  Paradife  Loft  to  one 

even  fome  Italian  Literati  declared,  that  no  Simmonds,    a  Bookfeller,    is   ftill   extant, 

fuch   Author  or  Comedy  was  known  in  But  Voltaire  difcovercd  that  he  fold  it  to 

Italy.     Voltaire,  however,  would  not  yield,  Tomp/on  for  thirty  piftoles,  **  enjin  Tcmp/on 

and  very  gravely  he  tells  the  reader,  **  //  lui  donna   t  rente     pi  ft. Us  d:  cet  owurage,. 

n^eH  pas  etonnant-^^^it  is  not  at  all  aftonifh-  Lord  Sommers  and  Dr.  Atterbury,  he  adds, 

ing,  that  having  carefully  fearched  in  Eng-  refolving  that  England  ftiould  have  aii  Epic 

land  for  whatever  related  to  that  great  man  Poem,  prevailed  on  the  heirs  of  Tomp/on  to 

(Milton)  I  (hould  difcover  circumftances  of  print  a  fplendid  edition  of  it.     And  Addi- 

his  life,  of  which  the   public  were  igno-  fon  wrote,  fays  he,  and  the  Engliih  were  per-. 

ir;iiij.''.....This,  therefore,  is  the  authority  fuaded,  that  they  had  an  Epic  Poem." 

whom. 
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whom  he  accompanied  In  his  firft  voyage.  Certain  it  is,  how- 
ever,  by  the  archives  of  Portugal,  that  Camoens  was  in  India 
about  fcventy-two  years  after  this  voyage,  and  that,  according 
to  this  hypothefis  of  Voltaire,  he  muft  have  been  near  an  hun- 
dred years  old  when  he  publi/hed  his  Lufiad.  Voltaire,  how- 
ever,  at  laft,  confeffes  that  Camoens  did  not  accompany  Gama« 
Yet  fuch  is  his  accuracy,  that  even  in  the  edition  of  1768,  in 
an  cffay  which  he  calls  IdSe  de  la  Henriade^  a  few  pages  before 
this  confeflion,  the  old  aflertion  is  ftill  retained,  "  Le  Ca-* 
moiiens,  out  eft  le  Virgile  de  Portugais  a  celebri  un  ivhtement  dont 
il  avait  eti  temoin  lui-meme.  Camouens,  the  Portuguefe  Virgil, 
has  celebrated  an  event  of  which  he  himfelf  had  been  witnels/* 
No  anecdotes  ever  threw  more  light  upon  a  charaScr  than 
thefe  throw  upon  that  of  Voltaire.  The  aflertion  that  the 
Epic  Poet  enjoyed  the  fenfible  pleafure^  which  nobody  had  known 
before  hinij  to  celebrate  his  friend  and  the  things  he  was  an 
eye  witnefs  of,  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  fuppofition,  that 
Voltaire  was  pleafed  with  the  idea,  and  in  a  little  while  mif- 
took  his  flrong  impreflion  for  the  remembrance  of  a  fadt.  The 
laboured  abfurd  hypothefis,  which  would  defend  this  fanciful 
error,  cannot  be  placed  in  fo  fair  a  light.  And  the  error  con- 
fefled,  and  ftill  retained,  is  a  true  Voltairijm.  Yet  the  idea  of 
his  accuracy  which  thefe  accounts  of  the  Poet  muft  infpire, 
will  even  be  heightened  by  the  examination  of  his  criticifm  on 
the  poem.  The  narrative  of  a  voyage  conftitutes  the  Odyflcy, 
the  half  of  the  Eneid,  and  forms  the  body  of  the  Lufiad.  Yet 
the  Lufiad,  fays  Voltaire,  contains  nothing  of  what  was  deemed 
before  the  only  fubje£l  of  poetry.  It  forms,  indeed,  a  fort  of  Epic 
poetry  unheard  of  before:  But  Voltaire's  objeftion  to  this  points 
out  its  true  praife.  No  heroes^  fays  he,  are  wounded  a  thoufand 
different  ways^  no  woman  enticed  away  and  the  world  overturned  for 
her  caufe — And  muft  the  fate  of  Helen,  and  the  thoufand  dif- 
ferent wounds  defcribed  by  Homer,  be  copied  by  every  Epic 
Poet  ?  If  this  fentence  has  any  meaning  this  is  included.  Yet 
what  is  this  puerility  of  criticifm  in  comparifon  of  Voltaire's 
afl!ertions,  that  in  the  Lufiad  no  bloody  wars  are  fought^  no  em^ 
pire  founded. — If  the  deftrudtion  of  Troy  be  allowed  to  be  in  the 
Eneid,  there  are  wars  enough  in  the  poem  of  Camoens.  The 
efFeft  of  fire-arms  on  people  who  never  before  beheld  thefe 
dreadful  engines,  and  ahoftile  town  burnt  by  a  fleet,  are  finely 

defcribed 
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defcribed  in  that  part  which  is  called  the  adtion  of  the  Epic 
Poem,  ^  But  Voltaire  was  as  utter  a  ftranger  to  the  firft  book 
of  the  Luiiad^  as  to  the  One  fubjedt  of  the  poem.  The  founding 
of  the  Portuguefe  empire  in  the  Eaft. — No  battle  fought,  no  em-- 
pirt  founded!  What  infult  to  the  literary  world  is  this !  A  late 
corredlion  will  never  difprove  his  ignorance  when  he  wrote  this. 
Should  a  pretended  critic  on  Virgil  tell  his  reader  that  the  poet 
conduced  £neas  to  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  could  we  believe 
he  was  acquainted  with  his  Author  ?  Yet  Voltaire  tells  us,  that 
Camoens  conduBs  the  Portuguefe  fleet  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges 

round  the  coafts  of  Afric. Camoens,  indeed,    condudts  his 

fleet  to  Calicut  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  But  though  the  fcenc 
of  the  a(ftion  of  the  four  laft  books  lie  upon  this  coaft,  Voltaire 
was  not  happy  enough  to  dip  into  any  of  the  numerous  paiTages 
which  fix  the  geography.  He  has  therefore  given  the  voyage 
of  Gama  a  dimenfion  almoft  as  much  beyond  the  real  one  given 
by  Camoens,  as  the  Weft  Indies  are  diftant  from  England^ 
Such  errors  are  convincing  proofs  that  Voltaire  only  dipt  here 
and  there  into  the  Lufiad,  even  after  the  critics  fct  him  right  in 
fome  places ;  for  this  grofs  error  is  ftill  retained.  But  a  mifrC'* 
prefentation,  not  founded  on  ignorance,  now  offers  itfelf.  Gama^ 
in  a  form,  fays  Voltaire,  addrejjes  bis  prayers  toChri/i,  but  'tis  Venus 
who  (fomcs  to  his  relief — A  bold  aflertion  ftill  alfo  retained,  but 
there  is  no  fuch  paffage  in  the  Lufiad.  Gama,  in  a  tempeft,  prays 
to  the  holy  Power,  to  whom  nothing  is  impoffible,  the  fovereign  of 
earth,  fea,  and  land,  who  led  Ifrael  through  the  waves,  who  deli- 
vered Paul,  and  who  prote<3:ed  the  children  of  the  fecond  father  of 
the  world  from  the  deluge*  But  Chrift  is  not  once  mentioned  in 
the  whole  paffage.  To  fay  that  Gama  was  a  good  Catholic,  and 
intended  Cnrift  under  thcfe  appellations,  is  unworthy  of  poetical 
criticifm,  where  the  whole  ridicule  confifts  in  the  oppofition  of 
the  name  of  Chrift  and  Venus.  Such  is  the  candour  of  Vol- 
taire !  Nor  is  it  difficult  to  trace  the  fource  of  this  unfair  re- 
prefentation.     Fanftiaw  thus  tranflates  the  mention  of  Paul,, 

Thou  who  didft  keep  and  fave  thy  fervent  Paul 


Monfieur  Voltaire  wanted  no  more.  T^hy  fervant  Paul  was  to 
him  enough  to  vindicate  the  ridicule  he  chufed  to  beftow.  But 
unhappily  for  the  mifguidcd  critic,  the  original  fays  only,  Tu 
que  livrafie  Paulo  ♦  —  thou  who  deliveredft  Paul.  —  And  thua 
•  Sec  Lafiadas,  Cant.  VI.  St.  Si.  We 
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we  are  furniflied  with  a  fure  hint  of  the  medium  by  which  our 
critic  ftudied  the  Lufiad.  To  this  laft  unblufhing  falfity,  that 
Gama  prays  to  Chrijly  is  added,  in  the  edition  of  1768,  "  Bac- 
chus &  la  Vierge  Marie  fe  trouveront  tout  naturellement  enfemble. 
Bacchus  and  the  Virgin  Mary  are  very  naturally  found  together." 
If  words  have  meaning,  this  informs  the  reader,  that  they  arc 
found  together  in  the  Lufiad.  Yet  the  truth  is,  in  the  whole 
poem  there  is  no  fuch  perfonage  as  the  Virgin  Mary. 

After  thefe  grofs  falfities,  Voltaire  adds,  "  A  parler  ferteufe" 
ment,  un  merveilleux  Ji  abfurde^  dejiguri  tout  touvrage  aux  yeux 
de  ledieurs  fenfis^ — To  fpeak  ferioufly,  fuch  an  abfurdity  in  the 
marvellous,  disfigures  the  whole  work  in  the  eyes  of  the  fenfible 
readers." — To  fuch  as  take  Voltaire's  word  for  it,  it  muft  in- 
deed feem  disfigured  ;  but  what  literary  murder  is  this  !  Nor 
does  it  end  here.  A  fimilie  muft  enforce  the  fliamelefs  mifre- 
prefentation,  "  It  is  like  the  works  of  Paul  Veronefe^  who 
has  placed  BenediBine  fathers  and  Swifs  foJdiers  among  his 
paintings  from  the  Old  TeJfamentJ*  And  to  this  alfo  is  added, 
*'  Le  Camouens  tombe  prefque  toujour s  dans  de  telles  dijparates. 
(pamouens  almoft  continually  falls  into  fuch  extravagancies."  Yet 
with  equal  juftice  may  this  fentence  be  applied  to  Virgil;  and 
peculiarly  unhappy  is  the  inftance  which  Voltaire  immediately 
gives  :  **  /  remember ^  fays  he,  Vafco  de  Gama  ft^s  to  the  king  of 
Melinday  O  king^  judge  ifUlyJfes  and  Eneas  have  travelled  fo  far ^  and 
undergone  fo  many  hardjhips :  as  if  that  barbarous  African  was 
acquainted  with  Homer  and  Virgil.*'  l*his  fentence  is  ftill  re- 
tained in  Voltaire's  laft  edition  of  his  works.  But,  according 
to  hiftory,  the  Melindians  were  a  humane  and  poliftied  people ; 
their  buildings  elegant,  and  in  the  manner  of  Spain.  The 
royal  family  and  grandees  were  Mohammedan  Arabs,  defcended 
of  thofe  tribes,  whofe  learning,  when  it  fuits  his  purpofe,  is  the 
boaft  of  Voltaire.  The  prince  of  Melinda,  with  whom  Gama 
converfed,  is  thus  defcribed  by  the  excellent  hiftorian  Oforius  : 
**  In  omni  autem  fermone  princeps  ille  non  hominis  barbari  fpecimen 
dabaty  fed  ingenium  et  prudentiam  eo  loco  dignam  prce  fe  ferebat — 
In  the  whole  converfation  the  Prince  betrayed  no  fign  of  the 
barbarian  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  carried  himfclf  with  a  politenefs 
and  intelligence  worthy  of  his  rank." — It  is  alfo  certain,  that 
this  Prince,  whom  Voltaire  is  pleafed  to  call  a  barbarous  Afri- 
can, had  fufticient  opportunity  to  be  acquainted  with  Homer, 

for 
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for  the  writings  of  Homer  arc  tranflated  into  the  Syriac,  in  a 
dialed:  of  which  the  interpreters  of  Gama  talked  with  the 
prince  of  Melinda  |. 

The  Lufiad,  in  my  opinion,  fays  Voltaire,  is  full  of  numberlefs 
faults  and  beauties^  thick  fown  near  one  another,  and  almoji  in 
every  page  there  is  fomething  to  laugh  at,  and  fomet king  to  be  de*- 
Ughted  with'*  This  fentence,  though  omitted  in  the  French 
editions,  had  fome  fource,  and  that  fource  we  (hall  eafily  trace. 
Nor  is  the  character  of  the  king  of  Melinda  fo  grofsly  falfified 
by  Voltaire,  as  the  charadter  of  the  Lufiad  of  Gamoens  is  here 
mifreprefented.  Except  the  polite  repartee  of  Velofo  {of  which 
fee  p.  203.)  there  are  not  above  two  or  three  paffages  in  the 
whole  poem  which  even  bprder  upon  conceit.  The  moft  uni- 
form fimplicity  of  manly  didlion  is  the  true  charadter  of  the 
Portuguese  Lufiad :  Where  then  did  Voltaire  find  i\it  falfe  wit, 
and  fomething  to  laugh  at  almoji  in  every  page  ?  If  there  be  a 
tranflation  which  fl:ri6tly  deferves  this  charadter,  we  cannot 
fuppofe  that  Voltaire  hit  this  charadter,  and  at  the  fame  time 
was  fo  wide  of  the  original,  merely  by  chance.  No,  he  dipt 
into  Fanftiaw's  Lufiad,  where,  in  every  page,  there  are  puns, 
conceits,  and  low  quaint  expreffions,  uncountenanced  by  the 
original.  Some  citations  from  Fanflbaw  will  foon  juftify  this 
afl'ertion.  Yet,  however  decifive  this  proof  may  be,  it  is  not 
.the  only  one.  The  refemblance  found  by  Voltaire  between  Sir 
John  Denham's  addrefs  to  the  Thames,  and  that  of  Camoens  to 
the  nymphs  of  the  Tagus,  does  not  exift  in  the  original.  Let 
my  Jitlefiow  like  your  waves,  let  it  be  deep  and  clear  as  your  waters 


X  The  Arabs  have  not  only  innamerable 
volumes  of  their  own,  but  their  language,  is 
alio  enriched  with  tranflations  of  feveral 
Greek  writers.  The  fate  of  Euclid  is  well 
known.  And  to  mention  only  two  of  their 
authors,  Ben-Shohna,  who  died  in  1478,  a 
Ifttlc  before  the  arrival  of  Gama,  wrote  an 
univerfal  hiftory,  which  he  calls  Raivdhat 
almenadhir  Ji  ilm  ala^wail  nvalaivachir ;  that 
is.  The  meadow  of  the  Eye  of  ancient  and 
modem  knowledge.  And  Abal  Pharajius> 
who  lived  in  the  thirteenth  century,  wrote 
an  hiftory  in  Arabic,  in  ten  chapters,  the 
£rft  of  which  treats  of  the  Patriarchs  from 
Adam  to  Mofes ;  the  fecond  of  the  Judges 
and  Kings  of  Ifrael;  the  third  of  the  Jcwifh 


Kings ;  the  fourth  of  the  Kings  of  Chaldea ; 
the  fifth  of  the  Kings  of  the  Magi ;  the  fixth 
of  the  ancient  Pagan  Greeks ;  the  feventh  of 
the  Romans  ;  the  eighth  of  the  Conftanti- 
nopolitan  Emperors  ;  the  ninth  of  the  Ara- 
bian  Mohammedan  Kings  ;  and  the  tenth  of 
the  Moguls.  The  fame  author  acquaints  us 
that  Homer's  two  works  are  eleeantly  tran- 
flated into  the  Syriac ;  which  language  is 
fifter  to  that  fpoken  by  the  Arabs  o?  Melin- 
da. Camoens,  who  was  in  the  country, 
knew  the  learning  of  the  Arabians.  Vol- 
taire, led  by  the  defire  to  condemn,  was 
hurried  into  abfurdities,  from  which  a  mo- 
ment's confideration  would  have  preferred 
him. 


—contains 
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— containd  indeed  the  fame  allufion  ad  that  exprefied  in  the  lines 
cited  by  Voltaire  from  Denham.  But  no  fuch  idea  or  allufion  exiild 
in  the  Portuguefe.  Though  Voltaire  ftill  retains  this  fcntence,  itc| 
unauthenticity  has  been  detedted  by  feveral  critics.  But  it  was 
left  for  the  prefent  Tranflatof  to  diicorer  the  fource  of  thid 
I  wide  miftranflation.  He  Aifpedted  the  allufion  mi^ht  be  in 
Fanftiaw,  and  in  Fanfhaw  he  found  it.  The  nymphs  of  the 
Tagus  are  in  Sir  Richard's  verfion  thus  addrefied  : 

If  I  in  low,  yet  tuneful  verfe,  the  praife 
Of  your  fweet  river  always  did  proclaim, 
Infpire  me  now  with  high  and  thundering  lays. 
Give  me  them  clear  and  flowing  like  hisftream. 

He  who  has  read  Camoens  and  Fan(haw,  will  be  convinced 
where  Voltaire  found  the  fomething  to  laugh  at  in  every  page. 
He  who  has  read  neither  the  original  nor  that  tran(lation,will  now 
perceive  that  Voltaire's  opinion  of  the  Lufiad  was  drawn  from  a 
very  partial  acquaintance  with  the  unfaithful  and  unpoetical 
verfion  of  Fanfliaw. 

And,  as  if  all  his  mifreprefentations  of  the  Lufiad  were  not 
enough,  a  new  and  moft  capital  objedtion  is  added  in  the  late 
editions  of  Voltaire.  **  Mais  de  tous  les  defauts  de  ce  poeme^ 
&c/' — "  But  of  all  the  faults  of  this  poem,  the  greateft  is  tlw 
v/ant  of  connedion,  which  reigns  in  every  part  of  it.  It  re-* 
fembles  the  voyage  which  is  its  fubjeft.  The  adventures  fuc- 
ceed  one  another,  (a  wonderful  objeBion)  and  the  poet  has  no* 
other  art,  than  to  tell  his  tales  well."  Indeed  !  but  the  reader 
cannot  mv>  be  furprifedat  any  of  our  Critic's  mifreprefentations 
— Though  he    has  condemned  the.  machinery  of  the  Lufiad 

UPON    CIXCUMSTANCES    WHICH    HAVE    NO    PLACE    IN    IT,    tbCl 

mixture  of  Chriftian  and  Pagan  mythology,  which  he  in  general 
afcribes  to  it,  requires  fome  attention.  A  fliort  Diflertation  oa 
the  poem  is  therefore  neceffary ;  and  an  examen  of  its  condud: 
will  clearly  evince,  that  the  Eneid  itfelf  is  not  more  perfedt 
than  the  Lufiad  in  that  connection,  which  is  requifite  to  iotrxk 
One  whole,  according  to  the  ftridtcft  rules  of  Epic  Unity. 

The  term  Epopoeia  is  derived  from  the  Greek ''"Etfo^,  dijceurje^^ 
and  hence  the  Epic,  may  be  rendered  the  narrative  poem.  la 
the  full  latitude  of  this  definition  fome  Italian  critics  have  con-^ 

tendedii 
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tended^  that  the  poems  of  Dante  and  Ariofto  were  Epic.  And 
in  the  fame  njanner  Telemachus  «nd  the  Faerie  Queen  are 
Epic  poems.  A  definition  more  reftridted  however,  a  definition 
defcriptive  of  the  nobleft  fpecies  of  poetry,  has  been  given  by 
Ariftotle ;  and  the  greateft  critics  have  followed  him,  in  appro*- 
priating  to  this  fpecies  the  term  of  Epopoeia,  or  Epic.  The  fub- 
jetft  of  the  Epopoeia,  according  to  that  great  father  of  criticifm, 
muft  be  One.  One  aftion  muft  be  invariably  purfued,  and 
heightened  through  different  ftages,  till  the  Cataftrophe  clofe  it 
in  fo  complete  a  manner,  that  any  farther  addition  would  only 
inform  the  reader  of  what  he  already  perceives.  Yet  in  purfu- 
ing  this  One  end,  collateral  Epifodes  not  only  give  that  variet3r 
fo  effential  to  good  poetry,  but,  under  judicious  manage-' 
ment,  aflift  in  the  moft  pleafing  manner  to  facilitate  and  pro- 
duce the  Unravelment,  or  Cataftrophe.  Thus  the  anger  of 
Achilles  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  Iliad.  He  withdraws  bis  aflif- 
tance  from  the  Greeks.  The  efforts  and  diftreffes  of  the  Gre- 
cian army  in  his  abfence,  and  the  triumphs  of  Heftor,  are  the 
confequences  of  his  rage.  In  t(he  utmoft  danger  of  ihe  Greeks^ 
he  permits  his  friend  Patroclus  to  go  to  battle.  Patroclus  12 
killed  by  Hed:or.  Achilles,  to  revenge  his  fall,  ru(hes  to  the 
field.  Heftor  is  killed,  the  Trojans  defeated,  and  the  rage  of 
Achilles  is  foothed  by  the  obfequies  €>f  his  friend.  And  thus 
alfo  the  fubjedt  of  the  Eneid  is  One.  The  remains  of  the  Tro-r 
jan  nation,  to  whom  a  feat  of  empire  is  promifcd  by  the  oracle, 
are  reprefented  as  endangered  by  a  tempeft  at  fea.  They  land 
at  Carthage.  Eneas,  their  leader,  relates  the  fate  of  Troy  to 
the  hofpitable  queen;  but  is  ordered  by  Jupiter  to  fulfil  the  pro- 
phecies, and  go  in  fearch  of  the  promifed  feat  of  that  empire, 
wliich  was  one  day  to  command  the  world.  Eneas  again  fets 
j&il,  many  adventures  befal  him<.  He  at  laft  lands  in  Italy, 
where  prophecies  of  his  arrival  were  acknowledged.  His  fated 
bride,  however,  is  betrothed  to  Turnus.  A  war  enfues,  and 
the  poem  concludes  with  the  death  of  the  rival  of  Eneas.  In 
both  thefe  great  poems  a  machinery  fuitable  to  the  allegorical 
religion  of  thefe  times  is  preferved.  Juno  is  the  guardian  of 
the  Greeks,  Venus  of  the  Trojans*  Narrative  poetry  without 
fiftion  can  never  ^plea^.  Without  fidtion  it  muft:  want  the 
nKLPvellous,  w^iich  is  ihe^vei^y  ^1-of  poefy  j  and  hence  a  ma- 
diinery  is  andifpenfible.  in  fhe  lEpic  poem.    The  conduct  and 

£2  machinery 
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machinery  of  Ithe  Lufiad  are  ^s  follow  :  The  poem  opens  with 
a  view  of  the  Portuguefe  fleet  before  a  profperous  gale  on  the 
coaft  of  Ethiopia.  The  crews,  however,  are  worn  with  labour, 
and  their  fafety  depends  upon  their  for^tune  in  a  friendly  harbour. 
The  Gods  of  ancient  or  poetical  mythology  are  reprefented  as  in 
council.  The  fate  of  the  Eaftern  world  depends  upon  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  fleet.  But  as  we  trace  the  machinery  of  the  Lufiad, 
let  us  remember  that,  like  the  machinery  of  Homer  and  Virgil, 
it  is  alfo  allegorical.  Jupiter,  or  the  Lord  of  Fate,  pronounced 
that  the  Lufians  fhall  be  profperous.  Bacchus,  the  evil  daemon 
or  genius  of  Mohammedifm,  who  was  worfhipped  in  the  Eafl:, 
forefeeing  that  his  empire  and  altars  would  be  overturned, 
oppofes  Jove,  or  Fate.  The  celefl:ial  Venus,  or  heavenly  Love, 
pleads  for  the  Lufians.  Mars,  or  divine  Fortitude,  encourages 
the  Lord  of  Fate  to  remain  unaltered ;  and  Maia's  fon,  the 
Meflfenger  of  Heaven,  is  fent  to  lead  the  navy  to  a  friendly 
harbour.  The  fleet  arrives  at  Mozambic.  Bacchus,  like  Juno 
in  the  Eneid,  raifes  a  commotion  againfl  the  Lufians.  A  battle 
enfues,  and  the  vidtorious  fleet  purfue  their  voyage,  under  the 
care  of  a  Moorifli  pilpt,  who  advifes  them  to  enter  the  harbour 
of  Quiloa.  According  to  hiftory  they  attempted  this  harbour, 
where  their  defl:rudtion  would  have  been  inevitable ;  but  they 
were  driven  from  it  by  the  violence  of  a  fudden  tempefl:.  The 
poet  afcribcs  this  to  the  celeftial  Venus^ 


whofe  watchful  care 


Had  ever  been  their  guide  • 


They  now  arrive  at  Mombaflfa.  The  malice  of  the  evil  daemon 
or  genius  of  Mohammedifm,  ftill  exites  the  arts  of  treachery 
againfl:  them.  Hermes,  the  ipeflfenger  of  heaven,  in  a  dream, 
in  the  fl:yle  of  Homer,  warns  the  hero  of  the  poem  of  his 
danger,  and  commands  him  to  fteer  for  Melinda.  There  he 
arrives,  and  is  received  by  the  prince  in  the  mofl:  friendly 
manner.  Here  the  hero  receives  the  firfl:  certain  intelligence  or 
hope  of  India.  The  prince  of  Melinda's.  admiration  of  the  for- 
titude and  prowefs  of  his  guefts,  the  firfl:  who  had  ever  dared 
to  pafs  the  unknown  ocean  by  the  teqipeftuous  Cape,  artfully 
prepares  the  reader  for  a  long  epifode.  The  poem  of  VirgU 
contains  the  hifl:ory  of  the  Romaa  eoipir^  to  bis  own  time. 

Camoens 
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Camoens  perceived  this,  and  trod  in  his  fteps.  Ths  hiftory  of 
Portugal,  which  Gama  relates  to  the  king  of  Melinda,  is  not 
only  neceflary  to  give  their  new  ally  an  high  idea  of  the  Lufian 
prowefs  and  fpirit,  but  alfo  naturally  leads  tOj  and  accounts  for 
the  voyage  of  Gama;  the  event,  which  in  its  confequenccs, 
fums  up  the  Portuguefe  honours.  It  is  as  requifite  for  Gama  to 
tell  the  rife  of  his  nation  to  the  king  of  Melinda,  as  it  is  for 
Eneas  to  relate  to  Dido  the  caufe  of  his  voyage,  the  deftrudlion 
of  Troy.  And  Gama's  long  account  of  his  own  voyage,  will 
bear  to  be  read  after  the  fimilar  parts  of  either  the  Odyfley  or 
the  Eneid.  Pleafed  with' the  fame  of  their  nation,  the  king  of 
Melinda  vows  lafting  friendship  with  the  Lufians,  and  gives 
them  a  faithful  pilot.  As  they  fail  acrofs  the  great  Indian 
ocean  the  machinery  is  again  employed.  The  evil  daemon  im- 
plores Neptune  and  the  powers  of  the  fea  to  raife  a  tempeft  to 
deftroy  the  fleet.*  The  failors  on  the  night  w^tch,  fortify  their 
courage  by  the  valiant  adls  of  their  countrymen,  and  an  epifode 
in  the  true  poetical  fpirit  of  chivalry  is  introduced.  Thus 
Achilles  in  his  tent  is  reprefented  as  finging  to  his  lyre  the 
praifes  of  heroes.  And  in  the  Epic  conduft,  this  narrative  and 
the  tales  told  by  Neftor,  either  to  reftrain  or  inflame  the  rage 
of  the  Grecian  chiefs,  are  certainly  the  fame. 

The  accumulation  of  the  tempeft  in  the  meanwhile  is  finely 
defcribed.  It  now  defcends.  Celeftial  Venus  perceives  the 
danger  of  her  fleet.  She  is  introduced  by  the  appearance  of  her 
ftar,  a  ftroke  of  poetry  which  would  have  fhined  in  the  Eneid. 
The  tempeft  is  in  its  utmoft  rage. 

The  flcy  and  ocean  blending,  each  on  fire„ 
Seemed  as  all  nature  ftruggled  to  expire. 
When  now  the  filver  ftar  of  Love  appeared ; 
Bright  in  her  eaft  her  radiant  front  ihe  rear'd ;. 
Fair  through  the  horrid  ftorm  the  gentle  ray 
Announced  the  promife  of  the  cheerful  day. 
From  her  bright  throne  Celeftial  Love  beheld; 
The  tempeft  Burn       ■ 

And  in  the  tru€  fpirit  of  Homer's  allegory  {See  the  note,  p.  266.) 
jQie  calls  her  nymphs,  and  by  their  miniftry  ftills  the  tempeft. 
Gama  now  arrives  in  India.  Every  circumftance  rifes  from  the 
preceding  one;  and,  as  fully  pointed  out  in  the  notes,  the  con* 

du<a. 
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du<S  in  every  circumftance  is*  as  exadHy  Virgilian,  as  any  two 
tragedies  may  poffibly  be  alike  in  adherence  to  the  rules  of  the 
drama.     Gama,  haying  accomplifhed  his  purpofe  in  India^  fets 
fail  for  Europe,  and  the  machinery  is  the  laft  time  employed. 
Venus,  to  reward  her  heroes,  raifes  a  Paradifaical  ifland  in  the 
fea.     Voltaire,  in  his  Englifli  cflay,   has  faid,  that  no  nation 
but  the  Portuguefe  and  Italians  could  bear  fuch  lafcivious  de-« 
fcription.     In  the  French  he  has  fuppreffed  this  fentence,  but 
has  compared  it  to  a  Dutch  brothel  allowed  for  the  failors. 
Yet  thi^  idea  of  it  is  as  falfe  as  it  is  grofs.     Every  thing  in  the 
ifland  of  Love  refemblcs  the  ilatue  of  Venus  de  Medicis.     The 
defcription  is  warm  indeed,  but  it  is  chaile  as  the  firft  loves  of 
Adam  and  Eve  in  Milton.     And  fo  far  from  deferving  the  ccn- 
fare  of  Voltaire  i^See  the  note^  p.  394.)  were  Dante,  Ariofto, 
TafTo,  Spcnfer,  and  even  Milton  himfelf,  to  contend  with  him 
for  the  palm  of  modefty,  there  could  be  nohefitation  in  fixing  it 
upon  the  brow  of  Camoens.     After  the  poet  has  explained  the 
allegory  of  the  ifland  of  Love,  the  Goddefs  of  the  ocean  gives 
her  hand  and  commits  her  empire  to  Gama,  whom  flie  condudis 
to  her  palace,  where,  in  a  prophetic  fong,  he  hears  the  actions 
of  the  heroes  who  were  to  efliablifli  the  Portuguefe  empire  in 
the  Eaft.     In  Epic  condud  nothing  can  be  more   mafterly- 
The  funeral  games  in  honour  of  Patroclus,  after  the  Iliad  has 
turned  upon  its  great  hinge,  the  death  of  Hedlor,    are  here 
moil  happily  imitated  after  the  Lufiad  has  alfo  turned  upon  its 
great  hinge,  the  difcovery  of  India.     The  conduift  is  the  fame, 
though  not  one  feature  is  borrowed.     UlyfTes  and  Eneas  arc 
fent  to  vifit  the  regions  of  the  dead;  and  Voltaire's  hero  mufl: 
alfo  be  conveyed  to  Hell  and  Heaven.     But  how  fuperior  is  the 
fpirit  of  Camoens  !    He  parrallels  thefe  ftriking  adventures  by  a 
new  fidtion  of  his  own.     Gama  in   the  ifland  of  Blifs,    and 
Eneas  in  Hell,  are  in  Epic  conduct  exadtly  the  fame ;  and  in 
this  unborrowing  famenefs,  he  artfully  interweaves  the  hijlory 
of  Portugal:    artfully    as    Voltaire    himfelf   confeflTes.       The 
epifode  with   the   king   of  Melinda,    the  defcription    of  the 
painted  enfigns,  and  the  prophetic  fong,  are  parallel  in  man- 
ner  and    purpofe   with   the  epifode   of   Dido,    the   fliield   of 
Eneas,  and  the  vifion  in  Elyfium,     To  revenge  the  rage  of 
Achilles^  and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  Roman  empire,  are 
the  grand  purpofes  of  the  lUad  and  Eneid  i  the  one  eii^Aed  by 
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the  death  of  Hcdtor ;  the  other  by  the  alliance  of  Latinus  and 
Eneas,  accomplifhed  in  the  death  of  Turnus.  In  like  manner, 
to  cftablifli  the  Portuguefe  Chriftian  empire  in  the  Eaft,  is  the 
grand  dcfign  of  the  Lufiad,  accompliftied  in  the  happy  return 
of  Gama.  And  thus,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  Epopceia,  ends 
the  Lufiad,  a  poem  where  every  circumftance  rifes  in  juft  gra^ 
dation,  till  the  whole  is  fummed  up  in  the  moft  perfcft  unity 
of  Epic  action. 

The  machinery  of  Homer  {See  the  nofe^  p.  266.)  contains  a 
moft  perfedl  and  maftcrly  allegory.  To  imitate  the  ancients 
was  tne  prevailing  tafte  when  Camoens  wrote ;  and  their 
poetical  manners  vtrere  every  where  adopted.  That  he  ef- 
teemed  his  own  as  allegorical  he  affures  us  in  the  end  of 
the  ninth  book,  and  in  one  of  his  letters.  But  a  proof  even 
more  determinate,  occurs  in  the  opening  of  the  poem.  Caftera, 
the  French  Tranllator,  by  his  over  refinement,  has  much  mif- 
reprefentcd  the  allegory  of  the  Lufiad.  Mars,  who  never  ap- 
pears but  once  in  the  firft  book,  he  tells  us,  fignifies  Jefus  Chrift. 
This  explanation,  fo  open  to  ridicule^  is  every  way  unneceflfary, 
and  furely  never  entered  the  thought  of  Camoens.  It  is  evi- 
dent, however,  that  he  intended  the  guardian  powers  of  Chrif- 
tianity  and  Mohammedifm  under  the  two  principal  perfonages 
of  his  machinery.     Words  cannot  be  plainer  : 

Where'er  this  people  fhould  their  empire  raife. 
She  knew  her  altars  (hould  unnumber'd  blaze ; 
And  barbarous  nations  at  her  holy  flirine 
Be  humanifcd  and  taught  her  lore  divine : 
Her  fpreading  honours  thus  the  one  infpir'd. 
And  one  the  dread  to  lofe  his  worfhip  fir'd. 

Aad  the  fame  idea  i$  on  every  opportunity  repeated  and  eflfforced; 
Pagan  mythology  had  its  Celeftial,  as  well  as  Terreftrial  Veays*.. 

*  The  celeftial  Venus,  according  to  PlatOj^. 
was  the  daughter  of  Ouranua  or  Heaven,  and 
thence  called  Urania.  The  paflage  (lands 
in  the  Sympofion  of  that  author  as  follows  : 

raJIqf  ^  jbua$  ^U9  tioinu  'K   ««  ^^  B^a;c*  fvii  Ik 

^0  ra  $a« »  11  ijm  yt  woVf  ff^tafivU^eup  xm 
eLf4,Avfi,  OvfXfti  ^yalfif,  qv  ^  luu  ov^cunetw 
tf?roji6/xa{pfu>  n  ik  tttHtqctf  Aio(  «fj  Ammik»  ^  ^I 


This  Urania-Veous,  according  to  PaOf* 
fanias  a^d  other  writers,  had.  1  unctuous  :• 
temples  in  Athens,  Phocniaa,  Ssc.  S^. 
was  painted  in  complete  amunir ;  her  ^rieft- . 
eifes  were  virgins  ;  and  no  xnan  was  allowed; 
to  approach  ner  ihrine.  Xenophon  iaysy. 
(he  presided  over  the  love  of  wifdom  and. 
virtue,  which  are  the  pleafuresof  the  fiml^, 
as  the  terreftrial  Venus  prefidad  ovor  ^. 
pleafures  of  the  body* 
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The  Celeftial  Venus  is  therefore  the  moft  proper  perfonage  of 
that  mythology  to  figure  Chriftianity.     And  Bacchus^  the  con- 
queror of  the  Eaft,  is,  in  the  ancient  poetical  allegory,  the  moft 
natujral  protedor  of  the  altars  of  India,     Whatever  may  be  faid 
againft  the  ufe  of  the  ancient  machinery  in  a  modern  poem, 
candour  mull  confefs,  that  the  allegory  of  Camoens  which  arms 
the  genius  of  Mohammedifm  -f-  againft  the  expedition  of  his 
heroes,  is  both  fublime  and  moft  happily  interefting.     Nor  muft 
his  choice  of  the   ancient  poetical  machinery  be   condemned 
without  examination.      It  has  been    the   language   of  poetry 
thefe  three  thoufand  years,    and  its   allegory  is  perfeftly  un- 
derftood.      If  not  impoflible,    it  will  certainly  be  very  diffi- 
cult  to    find    a    new,    or    a    better  machinery   for   an   Epic 
poem.     That  of  Taflb  is  condemned  by  Boileau,  yet,  that  of 
Camoens  may  plead  the  authority  of  that  celebrated  critic,  and 
is  even  vindicated,  undefignedly,  by  Voltaire  himfelf.     In  an 
cflay  prefixed  to  his  Henriade,  Le  mot  (t  Amphitrite,  fays  he, 
dans  notre  poejicj  nefignifie  que.  la  Mer,  &  non  PEpoufe  de  Neptune 
— the  word  Amphitrite  in  our  poetty  fignifies  only  the  Sea,  and 
oot  the  wife  of  Neptune."     And  why  may  not  the  word  Venus 
in  Camoens  fignify  divine  Love,  and  not  the  wife  of  Vulcan  ? 
**  Love,  fays  Voltaire,  in  the  fame  efl^ay,  has  his  arrows,  and 
Juftice  a  ballance,  in  our  moft  chriftian  writings,  in  our  paint- 
ings, in  our  tapeftry,  without  being  efteemed  as  the  leaft  mix- 
ture of  Paganifm."     And  if  this  criticifm  has  juftice  in  it,  why 
not  apply  it  to  the  Lufiad  as  well  as  the  *  Henriade  ?     Candour 
will  not  only  apply  it  to  the  Lufiad,  but  will  alfo  add  the  au- 
thority of  Boileau.     He  is  giving  rules  for  an  Epic  poem : 

t  This,  as  obfervcd,  is  exprefsly  faggeiled  Father,  and  at  the  fame  time,  feconded  by 

in  the  firft  book.      For  feveral  collateral  the  arrows  of  Cupid,  renders  the  Nereides 

proofs,  fee  the  note,  p.  215,  and  text,  p.  amourous  of  the  Portuguefe." — But  this, 

339.  where  Bacchus,  the  evil  dxmon,  takes  one  of  his  lateft  additions,  is  as  unlucky  as 

die  form  of  Mohammed,  and  appears  in  a  all  the  reft.    The  Eternal  Father  is  the  fame 

dream  to  a  prieft  of  the  Koran.  Jove,  who  is  reprefented  as  xhc/upreme  Fa- 

•  Thus,  when  ihc  Henriade  is  to  be  do-  rJlfrr  in  the  firft  book,  (St.  22.  Portuguffe.) 

fended,  the  arrows  of  Cupid  convey  no  mix-  and  in  book  9.  ft.  18.  is  only  faid  to  have 

' .  tore  of  Paganifm.     But  when  the  iftand  of  ordained  Venus  to  be  the  good  genius  of  the 

Love  in  the  Lufiad  is  to  be  condemned,  our  Lufttanians.     There  is  not  a  word  about  the 

bonneie  critic  muft  ridicule  the  ufe  of  thefe  ojfijiana  of  bis  counfel  \  that  was  introduced 

very  arrows  —  C*efi  la  que  Venus^  aidee  des  by  Voltaire,  folely  to  throw  ridicule  upon 

fttfiils  du  Pert  EterneU  et  fecondh  en  memt  an  allegor)',  which,  by  the  bye,  when  ufed  in 

tms  des  fleches  de  Cupidon, — It  is  there  that  the  Henriade,  has  not  the  leaft  fault ;  but 

Venus,  aided  by  the  counfcis  of  the  Eternal  is  there  every  way  in  the  true  ftyle  of  poetry. 

Dans 
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Dans  le  vqfte  rkit  d'une  longue  aSiiortf 
Sefouttent  par  lafable^  et  vit  deji^ion. 
La  pour  nous  enobanier  tout  eft.  mis  en  ufage  : 
Tout  pr  end  un  corps ^  une  ame^  un  e/prit^  un  vtfage  j 
. .      Cbaque  vertu  devient  une  diviniti; 

Minerve  eft  la  prudence^  &  Venus  la  beaut i. 

Ce  ri  eft  plus  la  vapeur  qui  produit  le  tonnerre^ 

C'eft  Jupiter  armi pour  eftrayer  la  terre. 

Un  or  age  terrible  aux  yeux  des  matelots, 

Ceft  Neptune  en  courroux,  qui  gourmande  lesflots  .  .  .  i 

Sans  tous  ces  ornemens  le  vers  tombe  en  langueur ; 

La  poejSe  e/i  morte,  ou  rampe  Jans  vigueur  : 

Le  poete  n'eji  plus  qu'un  orateur  timtde, 

Slu^unfroid  hiftorien  d*une  fable  in/ipide. 

Every  idea  of  thcfe  lines  ftrongly  defends  the  Lufiad.  Yet,  it 
mufl  not  be  concealed,  a  diftindtion  follows  which  may  appear 
againft  it.  Boileau  requires  a  profane  fubjedt  for  the  Epic  Mufe. 
But  his  rcafoh  for  it  is  not  juft  : 

De  lafoi  d*un  Chretien  les  myfteres  ,terrihles 
D' ornemens  igayis  nefont  point  fttfceptibles. 
L* evangile  a  r ejprit  n' offre  de  tous  cotis 
^e  penitence  a  fair e^  &  tourmens  merit  is : 
Et  de  vosfiSiions  le  melange  coupable 
MSme  dfes  viritis  donne  Vair  de  la  fable. 

The  myfteres  terribles  afford  indeed  no  fubjedl  for  poetry.  But 
,the  Bible  offers  to  the  Mufe  fomething  befides  penitence  and 
merited  torments.  The  Paradife  Loft,  and  the  works  of  the 
greateft  Painters,  evince  this.  Nor  does  this  criticifm,  falfe  as 
it  is,  contain  one  argument  which  excludes  the  heroes  of  a 
Chriftian  nation  from  being  the  fubjedt  of  poetry.  Modern 
fubjedts  are  indeed  condemned  by  Boileau,  and  ancient  fable^ 

with  its  UlyfTes,  Agamemnon,,  &c. noms  heureux  femblent 

nSs  pour  les  'lyers — are  recommended  to  the  poet.  But,  happy  for 
Camoens,  his  feelings  dired:ed  him  to  another  choice.  For,  in 
contradidion  of  a  thoufand  Boileaus,  no  compofitions  are  fo 
miferably  uninterefting  as  our  modern  poems,  where  the  heroes 
of  ancient  fable  are  the  peribnages  of  the  adion.      Unlefs, 

t  therefore. 
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therefore,  the  fubjedt  of  Camoens'f  niay  ttus  feem  condemned 
by  the  celebrated  French  critic,  every  othe^  ruie  he  propofes  is 
in  favour  of  the  machinery  of  the  Lutiad.  For  whatever  report 
Falfehood  and  Voltaire >  may  haiipe  ntiied  againft  il,  in  the  ma- 
chinery there  is  no  mixture  of  Pagan  artd  Chriftian  perftHtagcs* 
The  heroes^  indeedji  are  Chriftians,  and  Santa  Fe^  holy  faith, 
is  fometimes  i:ocntioned.  &ot  the  allegorical  and  hiftorical 
parts  of  an  Ejmc  poem  are  effentially  diflferent,  though  the  hif- 
torical part  be  even  often  coadt^£^€d  under  the  veil  m  allegory;; 
as,  according  to  the  precepts  of  Boileau,  ilie  deliverance  of  the 
Lufian  fleet  is  afcribed  to  the  celeftial  Venus.  Not  is  poetical 
ufe  the  only  defence  of  our  injured  author.  In  the  age  of  Ca- 
moens,  Bacchus  was  eftecmcd  a  real  *  d«mon  :  And  celeftial 


f  But  to  cappy  tlie  Feftriflion  fo  far,  was 
certaijfily  -not  the  meaaing  of  Boilcau :  fot 
Ire  htmidf  ufea  the  Pagan  mythology  in  his 
poem  on  the  pa/Tage  of  the  IQiine  by  tfat 
French  army  in  1 672^ 
*  •  It  was  the  belief  of  tkc  fifft  ages  of 
Chriftianity,  that  the  Pagan  Gods  were 
fallen  angels.  Milton,  with  admirable 
kdgmcnt,  has  adopted  this  fyftem*  His 
Mammon,  the  archited^  •f  Pandsmonuun^ 
ke  alfo  calls  Vulcan  ; 

Nor  wts  his  name  unheard  or  imador^il 
In  ancient  Greece,  and  in  Aufonian  land. 
Men  caird  him  Mulcibcr  \  and  how  he  fell 
From  heaven,  they  fabled,  thrown  by  angry 

Jo.e 

On  Lemnos,  \W  Eeean  ifle  :  Thus  they  itlate 
Briing  j  for  he  with  this  rebellions  rout 
Fell  long  before. 

Moloch  and  Valca»  are  therefore  mentioned 
.together  with  great  propriety  in  the  Para- 
diie  Loft.  The  belief  of  the  firft  Chrif. 
tians,  with  refpe^  to  daemons*  was  qna- 
bated  in  the  age  of  Camoens ;  for  the  oracles, 
of  the  Pagan  deirie^wcpe  then  believed  to  h^YO 
been  given  by  c\il  fpiritst.  ^acchqa  might 
therefore  iA  a  Chriftian  poem  of  fuch  ages 
reprefent  the  Evil  dxmon ;  and  it  was  on 
this  principle  that  TzSfhfeit  no  impropriety 
in  calling  Pluto  bis  king  of  hjell,  til?e  grand 
foe  of  mankind^  and  mjjting  him  talk  of  the 
birth  of  Chrift.  Ih  like  manner,  when 
Camoens  fays  that  the  ChrilHatt  altar  raifed 
(book  II.)  to  deceive  the  Lufians,  was  the 
tUufion  of  Bacchus ;  he  fays  no  more  than 
what  was  agreeable  to  the  popular  belief, 
which  efteemed  the  Pagan  gods  real  dsemoos,, 


and  n©  more  than  what  poetry  alTows  when 
a  ftosm.  is.  afccibed  to  Neptune:  In  i 
word,  k  is  not  the  iUufxons  which  Tano> 
afcribes  to  hu  magic*  or  Camaeof  te  Blac- 
chus;  it  is  the  unallegoniCid  oppofition  ar 
concert  of  Chriflian  and  Pagan  ideas, 
wkich  forms  the  abford,  and  disfigare& 
a  poem.  But  this  abfurd  oppofition  or 
coacert  of  perfonages  has  ao-pkKC  in  the 
machinery  of  the  Luiiad,  though  it  is  focmd 
in  the  greateft  of  modem  poets.  The  power 
of  magic  oppofes  the  power  of  God  and  his. 
arch-an«;el  Michael  in  Taflb.  Bat  from 
Milton  both  the  allowafate  and  blameabl^ 
mixture  of  Chriftian  and  Pagan  ideas  ma)r 
be  bed  exempli/ied.  With  great  judgmenti^ 
as  already  obfenred^  he  ranks  die  Pagan 
deities  among  the  fallen  angels »  When  hor 
alludes  to  Pagan  mythology^  he  fometimes 
iays,  "  as  fables  feign  ;"  and  fometimes  h» 
mentions  thefe  deities  ia  the  allegory-  pf 
poetical  ftyle ;,  as  thus^ 

^m  ■■■■>'.  Wlten  Bellona  ftonns^. 
With  all  her  battering  <ngi»^s  bent  U>  ca& 
Some  capit;al  city  .^,— ^ 

Ax^  thus,  when  Adam  (miles  on  Eve  2 


as  Jiipiter 


On  June  fintles  when  he  intpr^gas  the  douda 
That  (bed  May  flavfets— 

Here  the  perfbnages  arc  mentioned  cxprcfl^ 
ly  in  their  allegorical  capacity,  a  ufe  recom* 
mended  by  Boileau.  In  the  following  the 
blameable  mixture  occurs*  He  is  defcrib^ 
ing  Paradife— — 
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Venus  w*8  confidered  as  the  name  by  which  the  Ethnics  ex- 
preiled  the  divine  Love,  But  if  the  cold  hyper-critic  will  ftill 
blame  our  author  for  his  allegory,  let  it  alfo  be  remembered, 
that  of  all  Chriftian  poets,  Camoens  is  in  this  the  leaft  repre- 
henfible.  The  Hell,  Purgatory,  and  Paradifc  of  Dante,  form 
one  continued  texture  of  Pagan  and  Scriptural  names,  defcrip-* 
tions,  and  ideas«  Arioflo  is  continually  in  the  fame  fault ;  and 
in  this,  and  his  addition  of  Gothic  inchantment,  he  is  followed 
by  Tafib*  The  Paradife  Loft  alfo  has  this  mixture,  in  a  manner 
not  to  be  f^und  in  the  Lufiad«  And  if  it  is  a  fault  to  ufe  the 
ancient  poetical  machinery  in  a  poem  where  the  heroes  arc 
Chriftians,  Voltaire  himfelf  has  infinitely  more  of  the  melange 
coupable  than  Camoens.  The  machinery  of  his  Henriade  is,  as 
confefled  by  himfeif,  upon  the  idea  of  the  Pagan  mythology^ 
He  cites  Boileau, 

Cefi  i'unfcrupTxle  ^ain  f  alhrmer  fottement^ 
Et  vouloir  aux  leBeurs  plairefans  agriment 
Bien-tot  ils  defendront  de  peindre  la  prudence^ 
De  donner  a  ThSmis  ni  bandeau^  ssii  balance  .  .  *  •  • 
Et  par-'tout  des  difcours^  comme  une  idolatries 
Dans  Jeurjaux  zele  iront  chajfer  I'^allegorie. 

But  he  fuppreffes  the  verfes  which  immediately  follow,  wher^ 
the  introduction  of  the  true  God  is  prc^ibited  by  the  critic, 

Et  fabuleux  Chretiens i  tiaJlons  point  dans  nosjonges^ 
Du  Dieu  de  viritejair^  un  Dtieu  de  men/bnges. 

^ tJniverfal  tan  ■  ■«■■      in  na)ce^  beauty  more  ^donTd 

Knit  with  the  Graces  and  the  Itoiirs  in  dance  More  lovely  than  Pandora,  whom  the  Gods 

Led  on  th*  eternal  Tpring.    Not  that  fair  field  £ndo*A^'d  with  all  their  ^ifts,  and  O  too  liloe 

Of  Enna,  where  Proferptn)  gathering  flowers,  In  fad  event,  when  to  tn'  unwifer  ion 

Herfelf  a  fairer  flower,  by  gloomy  Dis  Of  Japhct  brought  by  Hermes  flie  enfnarM 

Was  gathered :  which  coft  CVi*es  all  that  pain  Mankind  with  her  fair  looks,  to  be  avenged 

To  feck  her  through  the  world  — —  On  him  who  had  ftole  Jove>  authentic  fire. 

might  wkU  thi«  Paradife 

Of  Edenftrive—  Here  we  have  the  Tieatncft  Gods,  ftnothet 

origin  of  evil,  and  a  whole  (bing  of  fables* 

The  mention  of  Pan,  the  Graces  and  Houn»  alluded  to  as  real  events,  on  a  level  with  hit 

is  here  in  the  |»re  allegorical  %le  of  poetry,  fubjeft.     Nor  are  thefe  the  only  inftances ) 

But  the  ftoryof  Proferpin  isilot  in  allegory;  -die  death  of  Hercules,  and  feveral  others  ia 

it  is  mentioned  in  the  fame  manner  of  au-  Milton,  detoieiit  the  ccafure  of  an  unjudi- 

thenticity  as  the  ipany  Scripture  hillories  cious   mixture  of  facred  alid  piKifaiie  my^^ 

introduced  into  the  Paradife  Loft.     Whc^i  thology  and  WHoiy^ 
Uif  angcj  brings  £v«  to  Adam«  (he  appears 
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Yet,  the  God  of  truth  according  to  the  Chriftian  idea,  in  dirc£l 
violation  of  this  precept,  is  a  confiderable  perfonage  in  the  Pagan 
allegorical  machinery  of  the  Henriade.  But  the  couplet  laft 
cited,  though  as  dircdt  againft  the  Henriade  as  if  it  had  been 
written  to  condemn  it,  is  not  in  the  leaft  degree  applicable  to 
the  machinery  of  the  Lufiad ;  a  machinery  much  lefs  culpable, 
according  to  the  feverefl  criticifm,  than  that  of  Taflb,  and 
infinitely  fuperior  in  every  Tefpedl  to  that  of  J  Voltaire,  though 
Camoens  wrote  at  the  revival  of  learning,  ere  criticifm  had 
given  her  beft  rules  to  the  modern  Mufe. 

The  poem  of  Camoens,  indeed;  fo  fully  vindicates  itfelf, 
that  this  defence  of  it  perhaps  may  feem  unnecefTary.  Yet  one 
confideration  will  vindicate  this  defence.  The  poem  is  written 
in  a  language  unknown  in  polite  literature.  Few  arc  able  to 
judge  of  the  Original,  and  the  unjuft  clamour  raifed  againft  it 
by  Rapin  *  and  Voltaire,  has  been  received  in  Europe  as  its  true 
character.     Lord  Kaimes-f-,  and  other  authors,  very  cordially 


t  See  the  Diflertation  on  the  Machinery 
©f  TafTo  and  Voltaire, 

•  It  is  an  unhappy  thing  to  write  in  an 
unread  tongue.  Never  was  author  fo 
mifreprefented  by  ignorance  as  the  poet  of 
Portugal.  Rapin,  that  cold-blooded  critic, 
tells  us,  that  to  write  a  good  Epic,  II  f ant 
eh/erver  de  la  proportion  dans  le  deffein^  it  is 
neccflary  to  obterve  proportion  in  the  dedgn, 
juilnefs  in  the  thought,  and  not  to  fall  into 
rambling.*'— He  then  aflerts,  that  Camoens 
trefpaffcs  againft  all  thefe  rules  —  that  he 
wants  difcernment,  and  condu6l — that  he 
thought  of  nothing  but  to  exprefs  the  pride 
of  his  nation,  for  his  ftyle,  he  fays,  eft  far 
Lf  faflueux^  fierce  and  flilted.  In  ano- 
ther place  he  fays,  "  poetical  di^on  ought 
to  be  clear,  natural,  and  harmonious,  and 
that  obfcurity  is  its  greateft  blemifh," — to 
which,  having  named  Camoens,  he  adds, 
"  fes  *vers  font  fi  obfcurs^  quails  pourroient 
f  offer  pour  des  myfteres — his  vcrfes  are  fo  ob- 
(cure  that  they  may  pafs  for  myfteries." — 
Perhaps  the  old  French  verfion  may  deferve 
this  charadler ;  but  certain  it  is  from  hence, 
that  Rapin  never  read  the  original.  Per- 
fpicuitv,  elegant  fimplicity,  and  the  moft 
natural  unftramed  harmony,  is  the  juft  cha- 
rafteriftic  of  the  ftyle  of  Camoens.  The 
appeal  is  to  the  world.  And  the  firft  Lin- 
guift  of  the  age,  has  given  the  ftyle  of  Ca- 


moens a  very  different  character  from  this 
of  Rapin  :  Camoenjium  Lufitanum^  cujus  poefa 
odea  venuftaefti  adebpoltta^  ut  nihil  ejfe  pojjit 
jucundius ;  inter dum  ^jer'o^  aJeo  elata,  grandi'^ 
loqua^  ac  fonora^  ut  nihil  fingi  pojfit- magnifi* 
centius,     Jones,  Foe  feos  A  fiat.  Com  men  t. 

Montefquieu's  high  idea  of  the  Lufiad  is 
cited  p.  227.  We  (hall  only  add  the  fuf- 
frage  of  the  great  Cervantes,  who,  in  his 
Don  Quixote,  C.  iv.  1.  6.  moft  warmly  ex- 
prefles  his  idea  of  the  excellence  of  the 
genius  of  Camoens. 

t  Lord  Kaimes  thus  follows  Voltaire : 
**  Portugal  was  rifing  in  power  and  fplendor 
*^*  (it  tjuas  haftening  to  the  ^very  laft  ftages 
**  of  e'eclenfion)  when  Camoens  wrote  the 
"  Lufiad,  and  with  refpe£t  to  the  mufic  of 
**  verfe  it  has  merit.  The  author  however 
"  is  ^r  from  ftiining  in  point  of  tafte  (nwft 
*'  mafttrly  defcription  and  boundlefs  ^variety 
**  honvever  are  his  charaBeriftics*  He  has 
**  gi'ven  the  t*ivo  fineft  fi3tons  in  poetry. 
**  And  according  to  Voltaire  the  ftory  of  IneK 
**  //  equal  to  the  heft  ^written  parts  of  Virgil,), 
**  He  makes  a  ftrange  jumble  of  Heathen 
**  and  Chriftian  Deities.  **  Gama"  ob- 
**•  ferves  Voltaire,  "  in  a  ftorm  addreftes 
**  his  prayers  to  Chrift,  but  it  is  Venus  who 
**  comes  to  his  relief."  Voltaire's  obfer- 
"  vation  is  but  too  well  founded  {and  is  it 
"  indeed  in  the  name  of  honefty  !)    In  the 

"  firil 
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Gondemn  its  ihixtur'e  of  Pagan  and  Chriftian  mythology;  even 
condemn  it  in  terms,  as  if  the  Luliad,  the  poem  which  of  all 
other  modern  ones  is  the  moft  anexceptionable  in  this,  were 
in  this  mixture  the  moft  egregioufly  unfuiFerable  —  Befides, 
whatever  has  the  fandtion  of  the  celebrated  name  of  Voltaire 
will  be  remembered,  and  unlefs  circuniftantially  refuted,  may 


M  firH  book,  Jove  fummons  a  council  of 
**  the  Gods,  which  is  defcribed  at  great 
•*  length,  for  no  earthly  purpofe  but  to  fhew 
**  that  he  favoured  the  Portuguefe :  Bac- 
*'  thus,  on  the  other  hand,  declares  againft 
"  them  on  the  following  account,  that  he 
**  himfelf  had  gained  immortal  glory  as 
f*  conqueror  of  India;  which  would  be 
"  ecljpfed  if  the  Indies  ihould  be  conquered 
"  a  fecond  time  by  the  Portuguefe.  A 
**  Mooriih  commander  having  received 
**  Gama  with  fmiles,  but  with  hatred  in 
•*  his  heart,  the  poet  brings  down  Bacchus 
'*  from  heaven  to  confirm  the  Moor  in  his 
**  wicked  purpofes,  which  would  have  been 
'*  perpetrated,  had  not  Venus  interpofed  in 
"  Gama's  behalf.  In  the  fecond  canto 
"  Bacchus  feigns  himfelf  to  be  a  Chriftian, 
'^  in  order  to  deceive  the  Portuguefe,  but 
**  Venus  implores  her  father  Jupiter  to  pro- 
"  tea  them." 

Such  is  the  view  of  the  Lufiad  given  by  a 
profeffed  Critic.  It  is  impoflible  to  make 
any  remark  on  it  without  giving  offence  to 
Falfe  Delicacy.  But  to  that  goddefs  th^ 
Tranflator  of  the  injured  Camoens  will  offer 
no  facrifice.  What  ignorance  of  the  Epic 
poem,  unpardonable  in  a  profefled  didator 
m  criticifm,  does  the  whole  of  it  betray ! 
Lucan  has  been  feverely  cenfured  by  the 
greatefl  of  ancient  and  modern  critics,  for 
the  want  of  poetical  cloathing  or  allegory. 
But  we  have  already  beeii  explicit  on  that 
allegorical  peifonification  in  which  the  true 
fpirit  of  poetry  exiHs.  In  this  manner 
Virgil  and  Homer  condufi  their  poems, 
(Seethe  note^  p.  267.)  But  our  critic  per- 
ceives nothing  of  this  kind  in  Camoens. 
Though  the  whole  condufi  of  the  Lufiad 
depends  upon  the  council  held  by  Jove,  upon 
the  allegorical  parts  taken  by  the  perfonages. 

Her  fpreadiog  honours  thus  the  one  infpifdy 
And  one  the  dread  to  lofe  his  worfhip  hr*d*-« 

and  though  this  allegory  is  finely  fuflained 


throughout  the  whole  poem,  where  Cekftial 
Love  IS  ever  mindful  (See  B.  9.)  that  Jov€  or 
fate  had  decreed  her  altars  fhould  be  reared 
in  confequence  of  the  fuccefs  of  her  heroes  1 
thoueh  all  this  is  truly  Homeric,  is  what  the 
world  ever  efleemed  the  true  Epic  condudl, 
our  critic  can  fee  no  earthly  purpo/e  in  the 
council  of  Jove,  but  to  fhew  that  he  favour- 
ed the  Lufians ;  no  reafon  for  the  oppofition 
of  Bacchus,  but  that  he  had  been  conqueror 
of  India,  and  was  averfe  it  fhould  be  con- 
quered a  fecond  time.  In  the  fame  igno- 
rance of  the  Epic  conduct  is  the  'vaeant  ac- 
count of  Bacchus  and  the  Moor.  But  let 
our  critic  be  told,  that  through  the  fides  of 
Camoens,  if  his  blow  will  avail,  he  has 
murdered  both  Homer  and  Virgil.  What 
condemns  Bacchus  and  the  Moor,  condemns 
the  part  of  Juno  in  the  Eneid,  and  every 
interpofition  of  Juno  and  Neptune  in  Ho- 
mer. To  make  the  Lufians  believe  that 
Mombaffa  was  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  the 
Moors  took  the  Ambaffadors  of  Gama  to  a 
houfe,  where  they  fhewed  them  a  Chriftian 
altar.  This  is  hiflory.  Camoens,  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  the  Epic  poetry,  afcribes  this 
appearance  to  the  illufion  of  Bacchus.  Hec- 
tor and  Turnns  are  both  thus  deceived* 
And  Bacchus,  as  already  proved,  was  ef- 
teemed  a  fallen  angel  when  our  poet  wrote. 
Nor  are  the  ancients  alone  thus  reprobated 
in  the  fentence  pafled  upon  Camoens.  If 
his  machinery  mufl  be  condemned,  with 
what  accumulated  weight  mufl  his  fentence 
fall  upon  the  greatefl  of  our  modern  poets ! 
But  the  myflery  is  eafily  explained :  There 
are  a  race  of  Critics,  who  cannot  perceive 
the  noble  profopopceia  of  Mihon's  angels, 
who  would  reduce  a  Virgil  to  a  Lucan,  a 
Camoens  to  a  mere  hiilorian ;  who  would 
flrip  poetry  of  all  her  ornaments,  becaufe 
they  cannot  fee  them,  of  all  her  paffions,, 
becaufe  they  cannot  feel  them  ;  in  a  word^. 
who  would  leave  her  nothing  but  the  neat- 
nefs>  the  cadence,,  and  tinkle  of  verfe.. 
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one  time  perhaps  *  be  appealed  to,  a8  declfive,  in  the  contro- 
Ycrfics  of  literary  -f  merit. 

Other  views  of  the  conduft  of  the  Lufiad  now  offer  them-* 
(elves.  Befides  the  above  remarks,  many  obfervations  on  the 
machinery  and  poetical  condufl:,  are  in  their  proper'  places 
fcattered  throughout  the  notes.     The  exuberant  exclamations 


•  Voltaire's  defcription  of  the  apparition 
near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  is  ju/l  aj 
wide  of  the  original  as  bombaft  is  from 
ihe  true  fublime ;  yet  it  has  been  cited  by 
feveral  writers.  In  Camoens  a  dark  cloud 
hovers  over  the  fleet,  a  tremendous  noife  is 
heard,  Gama  exclaims  in  amazement,  and 
die  apparition  appears  in  the  air, 

-  nfing  thro""  the  darkened  air, 

Appaird  we  faw  an  hideous  Phantom  gbre.— 

Every  part  of  the  defcription  in  Camoens  is 
fublime  and  nobly  adapted  for  the  pencil. 
In  Voltaire's  lad  edition,  the  pafTage  is  thus 
rendered  —  "  C*eft  une  fantomzy  que  i*ele*ve 
—it  is  a  phantome  which  rifcs   from  the 
bottom  of  the  fca  ;  his  head  touches  the 
clouds ;  the  tempclls,  the  winds,  the  thun- 
ders arc  around  him,  his  arms  are  ftretched 
afar  over  the  furface  of  the  waters*'— Yet 
not  one  pifturefque  idea  of  this  is  in  the 
Original.  If  the  phantom's  arms  are  ftretch- 
ed   upon   the   furface   of   the   waters,    his 
flioulders,  and  his  head  which  touches  the 
clouds,  muil  only  be  above  the  tide.     Yet, 
though  this  imagerie,  with  tempefts,  winds 
and  thunders  hanging  around  him,  would  be 
truly  abfurd  upon  canvas,  a  celebrated  Ita- 
lian writer  has  not  only  cited  Voltaire's  de- 
fciption,  as  that  of  the  Original,  but  ha^ 
mended  that  of  the  Frenchman  by  a  ftro|p^ 
of  his  own.     The  feet  of  the  Phantom,  fays 
Signnr  Algarotti^  are  in  the  unfathomable 
\  abyfs  of  the  fca."  (^et  his  treat i/e  on  Nenvr. 
ton*s    Theory   of  Light    and  Colours)    And 
certainly,  if  his  fhoulders  and  head  reached 
from  the  furface  of  the  waters  to  the  clouds, 
the  length  which  the  Signor  has  given  to  hi* 
parts  under  the  water  was  no  bad  calculation. 
Nor  is  Algarotti  the  only  abfurd  retailer  of 

\  As  for  example,  Camoens,  he  fiiys,  was  bom  in  1513,  whilft  John  III.  reigned,  whoie  iiiccenbr,  Don 
Emmanuel,  font  Vafco  de  Gama  on  the  diicpvcry  of  India?*  But  this  is  juft  the  fame  as  if  a  Portugncrir 
(houM  give  hts  countrymen  an  account  of  Englaiul,  and  tell  them  that  George  I.  wa«  fu^cccc^d  by  Qu<;ca 
Anne ;  and  that  Shakeipcare  was  born  in  the  reign  of  King  James.  • 

0  lie  thus  -wittily  ritUcules  it :  A  talc  is  told  as  bow  twelve  Portugueie  >\-ent  to  Eoglaad,  ko. 

of 


VoltaTre's  m'f'cprefentations.  An  Englifh 
Traveller,  u  r^o  lately  publifhed  an  account 
of  Spain  rid  Portugal,  has  quite  compleated 
the  figure  •'  'es  bras  J*etendent  au  loin  fur 
la  furja  e  des  eaax^  fays  Voltaire  ;  and  our 
Traveller  thus  tranflatcs  it.  His  arms  extend 
over  the  ivboU  furface  of  the  waters.*'  And 
thus  the  burlcfque  painter  is  fumilhed  with 
the  fineft  defign  imaginable  for  the  mock 
foblime.  A  figure  up  to  the  arm -pits  in 
the  water,  its  arms  extending  over  the  'whole 
furface  of  the  fea,  its  head  in  the  clouds, 
and  its  feet  in  the  un^tbomable  abyfs  of  the 
ocean!  Very  fine  indeed,  it  is  xmpoflible 
tp  mend  it  farther.  N9r  is  our  Traveller's 
fpecimcn  of  the  Portuguefe  literature  lef» 
happy.  He  ^very  candidly^  and  tjuith  much 
knc-wled^e  of  bis  fuhje3^  retaib  (cveral  of 
the  grofs  mifreprefen rations  and  falfities  of 
Voltaire ;  and  alfo  adds  a  little  blunder  or 
two  of  his  own  t.  And  though  this  Tra- 
veller could  not  perceive  ||  any  beautv  in  the 
epifbde  of  the  fixth  Lufiad,  that  epifode  will 
not  yield  in  poetical  merit  to  all  the  tales 
of  Neftor  in  Homer. 

t  As  we  have  paid  attention  to  the  flric- 
turcs  of  Voltaire,  fomc  is  alfo  due  to  the 
praifes  which  h^  beilows  on  the  Lufiad. 
Though  he  falfcly  ^crts  that  it  wants  con- 
nc£Vion,  he  immediately  adds,  "  Tout  cela 
prou*ve  enjtn^  que  Pouvrage  efl  plein  des  gran^ 
dts  heautes^-^Thls  only  proves,  in  fine,  that 
the  work;  is  full  of  grand  beautie?,  fince 
theie  two  hundred  years  it  has  been  the  de- 
light of  zfi  in|enious  nation." — The  fidlion 
of  the  apparition,  he  owns,  will  pleafe  in 
every  age ;  an^  of  the  epifode  of  Inez,  he 
fa35S,  iTy  a  feu  d^endroits  dans  Virgile  plus 
attendriffants  W  mieux  ecrits — There  are 
lew  parts  of  Virgil  more  tender  or  better 
written." 
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of  Caifcoeft^  are  thener  defended.  Here  let  it  only  be  added, 
•tl^^at  th«  unky  of  acftion  is^  not  intcrniptcd  by  thefc  Parcntbcfe©, 
xiad^feh^t .  if  Milton's  beautiful  complaint  of  his  blind;neis  be 
not  Si^n  irnitjrition  of  tbeoov  it  is  in;  the  fame  mainner  andfpirit. 
N^r^^ili  v^e  fcrople  to  pronounce  ri»at  fuch  addreffes  to  the 
Mui^^  would  have  been  admiix^d  in  Hortier,  are  an  interefting 
iirtpro*ement  on  the  Epopoeia,  and  will  certainly  be  imitated 
if  ever,  thq  woijld  ihall  bcboki  another  real  Epic  poena.  .  . 
::  The  Lufiad/ fays  Voltaire,  rcontain^  a  fort  of  'Epic  poetry  »«- 
beatd  (ff  B^drti.  /Na  heroes  are  swdunded  a  ihoufand  different 
laays.ti  no  'mman  Jnticed  anoay  and  the  world  overturned  for 
ber  cuij^.— But  the  vciry  want  of  thidfey  m  place  of  fopporting 
the  objeftion  intended  by  Voitaire,  points  out  the  happy  judg- 
ment and  pecdlialr  excellence  ofCamcnepfi.  if  Homer  has  given 
XiB  ^U  the  fire  and  kut^ry  of  battles^  he  bias  aifa.giver>  usaU  the 
uftinterefting  tirefomc!  detail.  /  .What  reader  but  iHuft  be  fired 
with  the  deaths  of  a  thoaiiand  heroes,  who  are  never  mentioned 
before  nor  afterwards  in  the  poem.  Yet  an  every  battle  we 
are  wearied  out  with  fuch  Gazetfe  returns  of  the  ilain  and 
wounded    ■       ■  i.     ...• 

^Exlcc^  JJ^iaii^riCj  ^'^8  oi  Z&js  ^^^C  e(?w)f€V '; 
.  ^Aaaxiov  (ih  ic^Zroti  J^  'AvtovooVj  j^  ^OniTYiVy 

Taf  a/  oy  nyifihuc  Aay«£y  eXer  olvtoc^  iixreljoL 

H.  Lib.  XI.  lin..  299,. 
Thus  imitated  by  YirgiU 

Gadicus  Alcathoum  obtruncate  Sacrator  Hydaipemt 
Partheniurnqoe  Rapo^  &  praeduriKn  viribus^Orfen  1 
MelTapus  Cloniumque,  Lycaoniumque  Ericetem  : 
Illum„  infrasnis  equi  kpfu  tellure jacentem  ; 
Huncp  peditem  pedes.     Et  Lyckis  procefferat  Agis> 
.  Quern  tamen  haud  expers  Valerus  virtutis  avita& 

Dejecit :  Atroniuni  SalhiSj.  Saliimiqiie  Nealces 

JEn.L  X.  747* 
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With  fuch  catalogues  is  every  battle  extended;  and  what  can 
be  more  tirefbme  thaa  fuch  uninterefting  defcriptions  and  their 
imitations  !  If  the  idea  of  the  battle  be  raifed  by  fuch  ennu- 
meration,  flill  the  copy  and  original  are  fo  near  each  other^  that 
they  can  never  pleafe.  in  two  feparate  poems.-  Nor  are  the 
greater  parts  of  the  battles  of  the  Eneid  much  more  diftant 
from  thofe  of  the  Iliad.  Though  Virgil  with  great  art  has  in- 
troduced a  Camilla,  a  Pallas,  and  a  Laufus,  flillin  many  par- 
ticulars, aiid  in  the  adtioh  upon  the  whole,  there  is  ixxch  a 
famenefs  with  the  Iliad,  that  the.  learned  reader  of  the  Eneid  is 
deprived  of  the  pleafure  irifpired  by  originality.  If  the  man  of 
tafte,  however,  will  be  pleafed  to  mark  how  the  genius  of  a 
Virgilhjis  managed  a  war  after  a  Homer,  he  will  certainly  be 
tired  with  a  dozen  of  Epic  poems  in  the  fame  ftyle.  Where  the 
feige  or  a  town  and  battles,  are.  the  fubjedt  of  an  Epic,  there 
will  of  neceffity,  in  the  charadters  and  circumftanees,  be  a  re-? 
femblance  to  Homer;  and  fuch  poem  muft  therefore  want  ori- 
ginality. Happy  for  Taflb,  the  variation  of  manners,  and  his 
maftcrly  fuperiority  over  Homer  in  defcribing  his  duels,  has 
given  his  Jerufalem  an  air  of  novelty.  Yet  with  all  the  dif- 
ference between  Chriftian  and  Pagan  heroes,  we  have  a  Priam^ 
an  Agamamnon^  an  Achilles,  &c.  armies  flaughtered,  and  a 
city  befieged.  In  a  word,,  we  have  a  handfome  copy  of  the 
Iliad  in  the  Jerufalem  Delivered.  If  fome  imitations,  however, 
have  been  fuccefsful,  how  many  other  Epics  of  ancient  and 
modern  times  have  hurried  down  the  ftream  of  oblivion  !  Some 
of  their  authors  had  poetical  merit,  but  the  fault  w^s  in  the 
choice  of  their  fubjedls.  So  fully  is  the  ftrife  of  war  exhaufted 
by  Homer,  that  Virgil  and  Taflb  could  add  to  it  but  little 
novelty;  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  fo  many  Epics  on  battles 
and  feiges  have  been  fuifered  to  fink  into  utter  negledt.  Ca- 
moens,  perhaps,  did  not  weigh  thefe  circumftanees,  but  the 
ftrength  of  his  poetical  genius  directed  him.  He  could  not  but 
feel  what  it  was  to  read  Virgil  after  Homer ;  and  the  original 
turn  and  force  of  his. mind  led  him  from  the  beaten  tradt  of 
Helen's  and  Lavinia's,  Achilles's  and  Heftor's,  feiges  bnd  flaugh- 
ters,  where  the  hero  hews  down  and  drives  to  flight  whole 
armies  with  his  own  fword.  Camoens  was  the  firft  who  wooed 
the  Modern  Epic  Mufe,  and  . flic  gave  him  ^  the  wreath  of  a 
firft  Lover :   ^  fort  of  Epic  Poetry  unheard  of  before ;    or,    as 

Voltaire 
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Voltaire  calls  it  ift  his  laft  edition^  une  nouvelle  ejpece,  (tEpdp^*. 
An4  the  grandeft  fubjejft  it  is  (of  profane  hiftory)  which  the  worlds 
has  ever  beheld*. .  ,  A  yoyage  efteemed  too  great  for  man  to  dare;^ 
the  adventures  of  this  voyage  through  unknown  oceans  deeme4: 
unnavigable;  the  Eaftern  World  happily  difcoyered,  and  for  ever 
indiffolubly  joined  and  given  to  the  W  eftern ;  the  grand  Poi:-^ 
tuguefe  empire  in  the  Eafl  founded ;  the  humanization  of  m^aTi 
kipd  and  univerfal  commerce  .thje  confequenge !  What  are  jthe> 
adventures!  of  an  old  fabulous  hero's  arrival  in  Britain,  what  are. 
Greece  and  Latium  in  arms  for  a  woman,  compared  to  thi^.t 
Troy  is  in  afhes,  and  even  the  Roman  empire  is  no  more. 
But  the  eifedts  of  the  voyage,  adventures,  and  bravery  of  the 
Hero  of  the  Lufiad,  will  be  felt  and  beheld,  and  perhaps  in-  . 
creafe  in  importance,  while  the  world  ftiall  remain. 

Hapjyjr  in  his  choicci ;  happy  alfo  was^the  genius  of  Camoens 
in  the  inethod  of  purfuing  his  fubjedt.  He  has  not,  like  Taflb, 
given  it  a  total  appearance  of  fiftion ;  nor  has  he,  like  Lucan, 
excluded  allegory  and  poetical  machinery.  Whether  he  in- 
tended it  or  not,  for  his  genius  was  fufficient  to  fuggeft  its  pro- 
priety, the  judicious  precept  of  Petronius  is  the  mpdel  of  the 
Luiia,d.     That  elegant  writer  propofes  a  poem  on  the  civil  war; 

Efce  Belli  Civilis,  fays  he,  ingens  opus Non  enim  res  gejitt 

verjibus  cdmprebendenda  funt  (quod  long}  melius  hijiorici  faciuntj, 
fed  per  ambages  Deorumque  mini/ieriay  &  fabulofum  fententiarum 
torptentum  pracipitandus  eji  liber  fpiritus :  ut  potius  furentis  ariimi 

vaticinatio  appareat\  quam  religioja  orationis  fub  tefiibus  fides-- ■ 

I^Q  poem,  ancient  or  modern,  merits  this  charad:er  in  any  de- 
gree cpmparative  to  the  Lufiad.  A  truth  of  hiftory  is  prefcryed; 
yet,  what  is  improper  for  the  hiftorian,  the  miniftry  of  heaven' 
is  e^nployed,  and  the  free  fpirit  of  poetry  throws  itfelf  into 
/iiS^ions,  which  makes  the  whole  appear  as  an  efFufign  of  prophetic 

.  ^.;TheDlama  and  the  Epopoeia  are.  in  haufted..  There  cannot. poffibly  be  fo  im* 

nothing  fo  different  as  in  this  :  Theiubjedts  portant  a  voyage  as  that  which  garc  the 

of  tb6  Drama  are  iftexhauftible,   thofe.  of  Eafterh  world  to   the  Weftem.     And  did 

the  Epopoeia  are  perhaps  exhauiled.     He  even  the  ilory  of  Colnmbiu  afford  materials 


who  chufes  war  and  the  warlike  characters,  equal  to  that  of  Gama,  the  adventures  of 

cannot  appear  as  an  original.     It  was  well  the  hero,  and  the  view  of  the  extent  of  his 

Ibr  the  mctMsrj  of  Pope,  that  he  did  not  dilcoveries,  mull  now  appear  as  fervile  copies 

^vrite  the  Epic  poem  he  intended.     It  would  of  the  Lufiad.     The  view  of  Spanifh  Ame- 

have  been  only  a  copy  of  Virgil.     Camoens  rica,  given  in  Htkt  Juraeanoy  is  not  only  n 

antl  Milton  have  been  happy  in  the  novelty  mere  copy,  but  is  introduced  even  by  the 

of  their  fubjedb ;  and  thefe  they  4iave  ex*  v^ry  machinery  of  Camoens. 

.    .  u                                             fury. 


cxUi  INTRODUCTION. 

fury,  and  not  like  a  rigid  detail  of  fa£ts  given  under  the'(kti&ktit 
of  v/kneffes.  Contrary  to  Lucan,  who,  in  the  above  rttle^ 
dr^vm  from  the  nature  of  poetry,  is  feverely  cencfemneA  by  i¥^ 
tfoniiis,  Camoens  condu(^s  his  poem  per  /midges  De^f^uiH^t'^ 
nmifieria.  Th€  apparition,  which  in  the  night  Hovers  athwai^f 
the  fleet  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  is  the  grandeA  ifkftion 
in  hutoan  compofition  $  the  invention  his  owrf*  Jto -the  Iikj|4^ 
of  Veiius,  the  ufe  of  which  fidtion  in  an  Epic  poem  is  al6>  his^ 
own,  he  has  given  the  coH>plea«eft  aflcmblage  of  all  the  flb^^ei^ 
which  have'evefr  adorned  the  bowers  of  lovfeJ  "  And  nevW  ^trw^ 
ikitfurentis  anhni  vaticination  more  Confpicuoufly  diQ)}ayed  thatt 
in  the  prophetic  fong,  the  view  of  the  fpheres,  ami  of  the 
gldbe  of  the  earth.  Taflb's  imitation  of  the  Ifland  ofVfeWtt*^!* 
not  equal  to  the  original ;  and  though  "  Virgirs  my rtles' ♦  di;6p-' 
ping  blood  are  nothing  to  Tallb's  inchanted  foreft/  what  tr^dl 
Ifmeno's  inchantments  to  the  grandeur  and  horror  of  the  ap- 
pearance, prophecy,  and  evaniftiment  of  the  fpedre  of  Ca- 
moena!  J — It  has  been  long  agreed  among  the  critics,  that  the 
folem«ity  of  religious  obfervances  gives  great  dignity  tothe  Wf- 
torical  narrative  of  the  Epopceia.  Camoens,  in  the  embarka-- 
tion  of  tlie  fleet,  and  in  fcveraJ  other  places,  is  peculiarly  hap)!^ 
in  the  dignity  of  religious  aMufions.  Manners  and  charadter  ard 
alfo  required  in  the  Epic  poem.  But  all  the  Epics  which  have 
appeared,  are,  except  two,  mece  copies  of  the  Iliad  in  thefci 
Every  one  has  its  Agamemnort,  Achilles,  Ajax,  and  Ulyflfes^ 
its  calm>  furious,  grofs  and  intelKgent  hero.  Camoens  aJid 
Milton  happily  left  this  beaten  tnad,  this  exhaufted  field,  and 
have  given  us  pidlures  of  manners  unknown  in  the  IHld*,  thft 
Eneid,  and  all  thofe  poems  which  may  be  clafled  with  the 
Thebaid.  The  Lufiad  abounds  with  pictures  of  manners,  fromi 
thofe  of  the  higheft  chivalry,,  to  thofe  of  the  rudcft,  fiercefl:,  and 
moft  innocent  barbarifm.  In  the  fifth,  fixth,  and  ninth  books, 
Leonardo  and  Velofo  are  painted  in  ftronger  Colours  than  any 
of  the  inferior  charafters  in  Virgil.  But  ftriking  charaiSter^  in- 
deed, is  not  the  excellence  of  the  Eneid.     That  of  Monzaida^ 

*  See  Letters  on  Chivalry  and  Romanoe.  gal  Tenting  their  murmurs  upon  the  beach 

I  The  Lufiad  is  alfo  rendered  poetical  by  when  Gama  fets  fail,  difplay  the  richneia 

other  fidUons.    The  elegant  (atyr  on  kine  of  our  Author's  poetical  genius,   and  aie 

Sebaftian,  under  the  name  of  Adteon ;  and  not  inferior  to  any.  thing  of  the  kind  ia 

the  profopopoei^  of  the  populace  of  Portor  the  ClaiScs. 

the 
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tKfiv£nbiid-6£  Gatmt,  is  mudt  &iperior  to  tfa«t  of  Acbitcti 
The  bafe,  felfiiOs^  ;perfidious.Aii)d.t2riKL  eharodcrs  of  th^  Za-i 
morim  and  the  Moors,  are  painted  in  the  ftrongeft  colours; 
and  the  charadtdi  ofTGdiha  liinifclf,.  is  that' of  the  finifhed 
hero.  His  cool  command  of  his  paflions,  his  deep  fagacity, 
his  fixed  intrepidity^  hisL  teiKiernefa  of  hearty  his  manly  piety, 
and  his  high  'eirthrt^iiafm  in  the  love,  of  his  coimtrjr,  are  all 
difplayed  in  the  fupcdative  degree j  fui'ii*  Let.  him  who  ob- 
jefts  the  want  x)fiichart(acr.  to  :thBc:/Lufi;ad,,  hewate  left  he 
ftumble  upon  its  H^ife  >,  left  he  opily  fay,  it  wants  ma  Achilles, 
a  Hedlor,  zn±  zi^k^^^  manners 

of  the  LufikW  ^  let ; tfie^  hlovfel^tjil'  b'f '  iire-arms  aliftf  \>t  added.  It 
has  been  faid,  that  the  buckUt,*  the  bow,  and  the  fbear,  muft 
continue  the  ariti's'  ttf  pdetf^. '  Yet^  hdWever  unfacceisful  others 
may  have  hccn^.Q^jni^Qf^il^zs  f}^  may  be 

introduced  witk  the,>gf^^ft;  dignity:,  fl^jl^  efi^d  in   the 

Epic  Poena^.,n.  i   ;,,,.,  ..j,^^;;  in^.^  t;^.,^,;.^       :  -  ;  :  :  ) 

As  the  grand  in tpr^{k4)£cp«ameri9e  and  of  m^lfii)4  forms  the 
fubjed  of  the  Lu&a^dprio^iffith^tj^  prpp^^^yr*  iJts  ncceflary  ac- 
companyments  to  .^||^f^Yqyage;pf  hiSjHier<>>  the  Authpi;  has  given 
poetical  pictures  of  the  four  parts  of  the  world.  In  the  third 
book,  a  view  of  Europe ;  }n  tibe  fi^lh,  a  view  of  Africa ;  and  in 
the  tenth,  a  pidure'of  Alia  arid  A^merica.  Homer  and  Virgil 
have  been  highly  puajifed  fpr.  tbo^rj  ju4ga^^t  in  the  <^oice  of 
fubjects  vi^ich  I  ijifflreiled  their  country  aod  Statius  has 
been  as  feytrcly .  condefli^ne^  Tpn  hlJ  uointerei^ing  eWfi^*  But 
though  the  fubjedpf  C^pQejfi?  t)e^p^  iaHf !?iiln^  to  his 
countrymen,  it  has  atfo  the  peculiar  happineTs  to  be  the  roem 
of  every  tr^cjipg  natiffn. .  It^i&.tl^ej^EgjcJPpem  pj 
Commerce*;:,  Aad  ifi  a  partffuJar.  paflhfir'^He  E^  P^f*^  ^^ 
whatever  co^ptry  l^ts-d^e  co^troul  and^  pofleflion  of*  tHc' com- 
merce of  India.      .,.     .,  ^:^            '    • .^   ..     q    ;., 

An  unexhaufted  fertility  and  variety  of  poetical  defcription, 
an  unexhaufted  elexatic»  ttf  :feh*i«ttebfc,,  a^d  a  ccfeftaixt.  tttJor  of 
the  grand  fin)pliciiiy.tpf  di^iw,  veq^pleto.  thd  chM^Jter.  of  the 
Lufiad  of  Camoenft:.  A.  ppQiit  vyfeucb,  ifiboMgfc  it  has  .hitherto  re- 
ceived from  tW.pittblic  »oil;«i>meriteA  niegkilk,  .aj^^^  from  the 
critics  moft  flagr^t,ii5giiifiicfi,,,w*t.. yet  .better  underftood  by  the 
greateft  poet  of  lt^\^»[  TafTftjWVfC.itidfjlws^ 
credit,  than  when  he  confefled'^that  he  dreaded  Camoens  as  a 
^i.  u  2  rivals 
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rival';  or  his  generofity  more  honour,  than  when  he  addrefloi 
this  elegant  Sonnet  to  the  Hero  of  the  Lufiad  : 

■•■..■  ■:•,..••,..        ''■■■.'    ,.:■    r: 

-30    N..^:N'.:E  ..T.  T  .  O...  •:':'; 

Vafco,  le  ciii  fclici,  ardite  ahtenne 
In  contro  al  fol,  che  nc  riporta  il  giomo 
Spiegar  le  vele,  c  fer  colk  ritornq^.  '^ 

Dove  egli  par  che'di  caderc  accenneic    '  :i 

.  Non  piu  di  te;per  afpro  mar  fbftenne      /  ' 
Quel,  che  fece  al  Ciclope  oltraggio,  c  icorno : 
Ne  chi  turb6  rArpie  nclTuo  foggiorno, 
Ne  di^  piu  bel  fog^etto  a  colte  penne/  \.^ 

E t  hor  "quella  del  coltp,  e  biioit'  Luigi,  ^  -  •  :*  ^  |  • '  • 
Tant'  oltre  ftcnde  il  ^loriofo  vdo  •  ■  ^  ^**^  ''"^^''' 
Che  i  tuoi  fpalmati  legni  andar  men  lunge/---  /  ^  \  * 
Ond'  a  quelli,  a  cui  s'alza  il  noftro  polo,      ■  '        ' 

Et  a  chi  ferma  in  contra  i  fuoi  veftigi,         *  ' 

Per  lui  del  corfo  tuo  la  famaaggiunge. 

\    s   o  *N   N   je;-  t:  .'    '    , 

y afco^  y^hpfe  bold  and  happy  bo wfprit  bore 
Againft  the  rifing  niorn ;  and,  homeward'  fraught^ 
Whofe  faih  came  weftward  with  the  day^,  and  bWugTjit^ 
The  w'ea!tK.6f  Ihdikto'thy  native'ffi^  .  :-  .      i    . 

Nc>r  diithe  Greek  flich  length  of  ^Kas  ejiplbfe : 
The  Greek,  who  forrow  to  the  Cyclop  wrought. 
And  he,  who,  VJdfor,  with  the  Harpies  fouj^t. 
Never  fuchpomp  of  naval  honours  wore.    ;^^ 


J  -0 


Great  as  thou  arf^  arid  peerlefs  in  renown,. 
Yet  thou  to  Camoens  ow'ft  thy  noblieft  fame  J 
Farther  than  thou  diidft'fail,  bis  deathlefs  fong 
Shall  bear  the  dazzling^  (plemlor  of  thy  name ; 
And  under  many  a'fky  tny  adtions  crown. 
While  Tiii^e  ^d  Fame  together  glide  ailbng. 


It 
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It  onlv  remains  to  give  fome  account  of  the  Verfion  of  the 
i/ufiad,  which  is  now  offered  to  the  Public.  Befides  the  Tran- 
ilatibns'  mentioned  in  the  life  of  Camoens,  M.  Duperron  De 
Oafterk,  in  1735,  gave  in  French  profe  a  loofe  unpoetical 
padraphrafe  *of  the  Lufiad.  Nor  does  Sir  Richard  Fan(haw*s 
Englifti  verfion,  publiflied  during  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell, 
merit  a  better  charadler.  Though  ftanza  be  rendered  for  ftanza, 
though  at  firft  view  it  has  the  appearance  of  being  exceedingly 
literal,  this  verfion  is  neverthelefs  exceedingly  unfaithful.  Un- 
countenanced  by  his  original,  Fanfliaw  * 


teems  with  many  a  dead-born  jeft-f*. 


Nor  hzd  he  the  leaft  idea  of  the  dignity  of  the  Epic  J  flyle, 
or  of  the  true  fpirit  of  poetical  tranflation.     For  this,  indeed, 

ho  definite  rule  can  be  given.  The  Tranflator*s  feelings  alone 
muft  diretft  him,  for  th!e  fpirit  of  J)OCtry  is  fure  to  evaporate 
in  literal  tranflation. 

Literal  tranflation  of  poetry  is  in  reality  a  folecifm.  You 
may  conftrue  your  author,  indeed,  but  if  with  fome  Tranflators 
you  boafl:  that  you  have  left  your  author  to  fpeak  for  himfelf, 

•  Caflera  was  every  way  unequal,  to  his  The  great  reipeft  due  to  the  xncmory  of 
talk.  He  did  not  perceive  his  author's  a  j^entleman,  who,  in  the  unpropitiQus  age 
booties.  He  either  fuppreifes  or  lowers  the  of  a  Cromwell,  endeavoured  to  cultivate 
moft  poetical  pafTages,  and  fubftitutes  French  the  Enriifli  Mufes,  and  the  acknowledge- 
tinfel  and  impertinence  in  their  place.  In  ment  of  his  friend,  that  hb  Lufiad  received 
the  neceifary  illuflrations  in  the  notes,  the  not  his  finifhine  .ftrokes,  may  feem  to  de- 
citations  from  Caflera  will  vindicate  this  mand  that  a  veO  fhould  be  thrown  over  its 
chjuradter.  faults.  And  not  a  blemilh  fhould  have  been 
t  Pope,  OdyiT.  XX.  pointed  jout  by  the  preientTranflator,  if  the 
X  Richard  Fanlhaw,  Efq;  afterwards  Sir  reputation  of  Camoens  wese  unconcerned, 
Richard,  was  Englifh  AmbaiTador  both  at  and  if  it  were  not  a  duty  he  owed  his  reader 
Madrid  and  Lifbon.  He  had  a  tafte  for  to  give  a  fpecimen  of  the  former  tranflation. 
literature,  and  tranflated  from  the  Italian  We  have  proved  that  Voltaire  read  and  drew 
feveral  pieces,  which  were  of  fervice  in  the  his  opinion  of  the  Lufiad  from  Fanfhaw. 
refinement  of  our  poetry.  Though  his  Lu-  And  Rapin  moft  probably  drew  his  from 
fiad,  by  the  dedication  of  it  to  William  the  fame  fource.  Perfpicuity  is  the  charac* 
Earlof^/ris^r^,  dated  May  I,  1655,  feems  teriflic  of  Camoens;  yet  Rapin  fays,  his 
as  publifhed  by  himfelf,  we  are  told  by  the  verfes  are  fo  obfcure  they  appear  like  myf- 
Editor  of  his  Letters,  that  *<  during  the  teries.  Fanfhaw  is  inde^  to  obfcure,  that 
'*  unfettled  times  of  our  Anarchy ^  fome  of  in  dipping  into  him,  into  parts  which  he 
•*  his  MSS.  falling  by  misfortune  into  un-  had  even  then  tianflated,  the  prefent  Tran- 
*'  fkillful  hands,  were  printed  and  publifhed  flator  has  often  been  obliged  to  have  re- 
''  without  his  confent  or  knowledge,  and  coorfe  to  the  PortugUefe,  to  difcover  hi» 
"  before  he  could  give  them  his  latt  finifh-  meaning.  Sancho  Panza  was  not  fiondcr 
^<  ing  flrokes  :  Sudi  wa«  his  tranflation  of  of  proverbs.  He  has  thnifi  many  into  his 
"  the  Lufiads:'  verftO!K 


cl     ^  INTRODUCTION. 

that  you  have  neither  added  nor  diminifhed,  you  have  in  reality 
grofsly  abufed  him,  and  deceived  yourfelf.  Your  literal  tranlla* 
tion  can  have  no  claim  to  the  original  felicities  of  exprefiion  i 
the  energy,  elegance,  and  fire  of  the  original  poetry.  It  may 
bear  indeed  a  refemblance,  but  fuch  a  one  as  a  corps  in  the 
fepulchre  bears  to  the  former  man  when  he  moved  in  the  bloom 
^nd  vigour  of  life. 

Nee  verbum  verbo  curabis  reddere^Jidus 
Interpres  ■ 

was  the  tafte  of  the  Auguftan  age.  None  but  a  Poet  can  tran- 
flate  a  Poet.  The  freedom  which  this  precept  gives,  will, 
therefore,  in  a  poet's  hands,  not  only  infufe  the  energy,  ele- 
gance, and  fire  of  his  author's  poetry,  into  his  own  verfion,  but 
will  give  it  alfo  the  Ipirit  of  an  original. 

He  who  can  confirue  may  perform  all  that  is  claime4  by  the 
literal.  Tranflator.     He  who  attempts  the  mannjer  of  tranilation 

£refcribed  by  Horace,  ventures  upon  a  talk  of  genius.  Yet 
owever  daring  the  undertaking,  and  however  he  may  have 
failed  in  it,  the  Tranflator  acknowledges,  that  in  this  fpirit  be 
endeavoured  to  give  the  Lufiad  in  Englifli.  Even  farther  liber- 
ties in  one  or  two  inftances  feemed  to  him  advantageous '* 

yerfion.     He  can  never  have  enough  of  con-  And  the  appearance  of  Indians  in  canoct 

ceitSy  low  aliufions,  and  expreflions.   When  approaching  the  fleet,  is  the  very  next  de* 

gathering  of  flowers,  **  as  bomiuas  apa%»  fcnption  which  occurs  ; 

han^o^^*  IS  fimply  mentioned  (C.  9.  fl.  24.) 

he  gives  it,  gather' d  Jhwin  by  pecks.    And  f.^"-  freight  out  of  that  lAe  which  fecm'd  moft  zieqr 

♦k«  r*i^:n»  Dt^>«^:.  ™,:-4«.,.  /r»  q  a  ^^  \  ^^"^o  the  continent,  Behold  a  number 

the  Indian  Regent  is  avanaous  (C.  8.  ft.  95 .)  ^^  y^^^j^  ^^^  j^  companic  appeer, 

Me^tning  a  bttUr  penny  thence  /•  get.  Which  (clapping  all  wings  on)  the  long  Sea  fiinte ! 

ti_^             t.     /•    1    y   1-           11                   t  The  men  arc  rapt  with  joy,  and,  with  the  mccr 

Bat  enough  of  thcfe  have  already  appeared  B^ccft  of  it,  can  only  look,  and  wonder. 

.  in  the  notes.     It  is  neceflary  now  to  give  a  What  nation's  this,  (within  themfelTes  they  fiy) 

few  of  his  ftanzas  entire,  that  the  reader  WTiat  rites,  what  laws,  what  kin^  do  they  obey  J 

may  form  an  idea  of  the  manner  and  fpirit  .      ,        ,  ,          . .  ^ 

of  the  old  tranflation.    Nor  fhall  we  f^Iedk  l^'l^To^^^l^^^                             ' 

the  fpccimens.     The  noble  attitude  of  Mars  ^„j  ;L  tbeidfwim  Uh  rats  \   The  faylcs,  of  ^at 

in  the  firft  book,  is  the  6rlt  ftrikin?  defcrip-  Made  of  palm-leaves,  wove  curioully  and  Rioi^.  " 

tion  in  the  poem,  and  is  thus  rendered  5  The  mens  complexion,  the  felf-fame  with  thrt 

Hk  E  gave  the  earth's  burnt  parts  (from  heayen  fkiiif) 

Lifting  a  little  up  his  Helmct-fight  Who  was  more  brave  than  wife ;  That  this  is^CniK 

(^Twas  adamant)  with  confidence  enough,  1**^-«  Po  ^^^^  ^"^w  and  Lampetula  rue. 

To  give  hit  vote  himfeif  he  placed  right  _             ,              ^               ,  <      ,            - 

Before  tlic  throne  of  Jove,  arm'd,  valiant,  tough  I  It  maybe  neceflary  to  add,  the  .verfio« 

And  (giving  v  ith  the  butt-end  of  his  pyke  of  Fanfliaw,^  though  the  Lufiad  very  parti- 

A  great  thump  on  the  floor  of  piireft  ftutfe)  cularly  requires  them,    was  given  to  the 

The  heavens  did  tremble,  and  ApolIo^s  h'ght  Public  wkhout  one  note. 
It  went,  and  came,  like  colour  in  a  fright. 


^  Not  jn  the  Orisinal. 


But 
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Bat  1  mimitencfs  *  in  the  mention  of  thefe  will  not  appear  with 
a  gt>od  grace  in  the  firft  (perhaps  laft)  Edition  of  his  work: 
And  the  original  is  in  the  hands  of  the  world. 

Though  unwilling  to  enter  into  the  controverfy  on  the 
fajreriority  of  blank  vcrfe  or  rhym«,  as  the  Tranflator  has 
chofen  the  latter,  h«  prefumes  if  nvay  not  be  improper  to 
offer  to  th^  Reader  the  jeafons  which  direfted  his  choice. 
Bat  he  gives  them  not  as  decifivc.  He  only  confefles,  that 
flrch  is  hrs  tafte— — 4n  Shakefpeare,  and  in  the  bcft  parts 
of  Otway  and  Southern,  the  Englifli  blank  verfe  appears  in 
great  perfection  and  propriety.  But  this  is  of  the  Iambic  or 
Dramatic  kiiid,  a  kind  very  different  from  the  Heroic. 
This,  if  not  attainable,  fea^  never  yet  in  perfedlion  been  at- 
tinned  in*  the  ^ngH(h  language ;  for  certain  it  is,  that  in  Milton, 
and  every^  othct  writer  of  heroic  blank  verfe,  almoft  every  four 
or  five  lines  are  interrupted  with  other  two  or  three,  whieh  are 
abfolute  profe.  Every  obgeftion  againft  rhyme  recurs  with  ac* 
cumulated*  charge  againft  blank  heroics.  The  monotony  of  the 
Night  Thoughts,  The  Seafon«,  and  of  Leonidas,  is  infinitely 


*  Some  liberties  o(  a  lefs  poetical  kind, 
however,  require  to  be  mentioned;  In 
Homer  and  Virgir^  lifts  ofilain  wanriorfi, 
Dryden  and  Pope  have  omitted  feveral 
names  which  would  have  rendered  Enfi^liih 
ver^cation:  doH  and  tireipme.  Several  aU- 
lafions  to  ancient  hiflory  and  fable  have  for 
this  re^on  been  abridged,  e.  g.  In  the  prayer 
of  Gama  (Book  6.)  the  mention  of  Paul, 
V  thpu  who  delivered^  Paul  and  defendedil 
him  ftom  quickfands  and  wild  waves^-* 

Dasfcyrtes  artno/as  iS  ondas  feas ^ 

is  omitted.  However  excellent  in  the  ori- 
ginal, the  prayer  in  Englifti,  fuch  is  the 
difference  of  languages,  would  lofe  both  its 
dignity  and  ardour,  if  burtheaed  with  a 
farther  enumeration.  Nor  let  the  crilic,  if 
he  find  the  meaning  of  Camoens  in  fbme 
inilances  akeredi  imagine  that  he  has 
found  a  blunder  in  the  Tranflator.  He 
who  chufes  to  fee  a  flight  alteration  of  this 
kind,  will  find  an  inftance,  which  will  give 
him  an  idea  of  others,  in  Can.  8.  ft.  48. 
and  another  in  Can.  7.  ft.  41.  It  was  not 
to  gratify  the  dull  few,  whole  greateft  pica* 


fifre  in  reading  a  tranflation  is  to  fee  what 
die  author  exaflly  fays ;  it  was  to  give-  a 
poem  that  might  live  in  the  Engliih  .Ian* 
guage  which  was  the  ambition  of  die  Tran- 
flator. And  for  the  fame  reaibn,  he  has 
not  cxmfined  himfelf  to  the  Porti^neie  or 
Spanifli  pronunciation  of  proper  names.  It 
is  ingemoufly  obfervcd  in  the  Rambler,  that 
Milton,  by  the  introdu^on  of  proper 
names,  often  gives  great  dignity  to  his 
verfe.  Regardleis  therefore  or  Spaniih  pro- 
nimctation,  the  Tranflator  has  accented 
Granada,  Evora,  &c.  in  the  manner  which 
feemed  to  him  to  give  moft  dignitv  to  Eng. 
lifli  verfification.  In  the  word  Sofala  he  ha# 
even  rcjeded  the  authority  of  Milton,  and 
followed  the  more  fonorous  ufage  of  Fan- 
ihaw.  Thus  Sir  Richaixi :  •«  Againft  So- 
faitts  batter* J  fort.'*  And  thus  Milton  : 
«  Jind  SofaJa  thought  Ofhir—'*  Which 
is  the  moft  fonorous  there  can  be  no  difpute. 
If  the  Tranflator,  however,  is  found  to  hav€ 
trefjxiflred  agamft  good  tafte  in  thefe  liber- 
ties in  the  pronunciation  of  proper  names, 
he  will  be  very  willing  to  acknowledge  and 
correA  his  error. 

more 
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mpr^  jti/efoijiethan  the  famepefs  of  Dryden  and  Pope.  .  V^i^^^ 
tural.  ^iftpVtipn  of  language  feems  peculiar  to  blank  verfe.  It  is 
therefore  a  fure  method  to  fpoil  the  ftyle  and  exprefliqn  oj^ 
youth,  who,  by  the  way,  are  generally  its  warmeft  advocates^ 
That  rhyme  makes  the  poet  walk  in  fhackles  is  denied,  Hft 
that  feels  it  fo,  is  forbidden  by  nature  to  write  in  verfe ;  ani^ 
let  hina  obey  the  admonition,  and  prefume  not  to  dictate  tQ, 
Qthprs  from  his  own  feelings— —Every  advantage  of  imitatiy^ 
harmony,  of  running  the  lines  into  each  other,  is  enjoyed  hj^ 
^hynie  in  as  high  a  degree  as  blank  verfe.  Other  arguments  ia 
favour  of  rhyme,  are  founded  on.  the  nature  of  opr  language  : 
The  repetition  of  fpund,  unleft  murdered  indeed  in  the  readingw 
produces^  a  ihort  reft ;  and  this  reft  fixes  the  numeroulnefs  ^ 
thf  ten  fyllables,  which  in  blank  heroics,  when  the  Iin^& 
run  intp,?ach  other,  is  often  totally  loft.  For  the  ear  feldoai| 
perceives,  in  this  cafe,  where  the  harmony  of  the  linp  ends- 
arid  thence  it  neceflarily  becomes  profaic,  and  is  therefore 
contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  language.  *  And  the  nume.roujH 
nefs  thus  produced  by  repetition  of  found  leads  even  to  a  grcat^ 
advantage.  Rhyme  admits  and  delights  in  the  moft  elegant 
eafe  both  of  the  natural  fimplicity  and  force  of  expreilion.  But 
blank  heroics,  alas  !  —  Yet,  peace  to  its  admirers.  Thefe  ob- 
fervations  arc  not  obtruded  as  criticifms,  they  are  only  oirer<^ 
as  the  reafons  which  induced  the  Tranflator  to  give  the  Englli^* 
Lufiad  that  drefs,  in  which  he  has  prefented  it  to  the  Public, 

To  his  Subfcribers  the  Tranflator  begs  leave  to  oiFer  his  mpA 
grateful  acknowledgements  of  the  honour  they  have  done  hini^^ 
If  the  time  of  his  publication  exceed  the  period  he  at  firft  prori 
pofed,  the  idea  he  then  conceived,  and  nis  propo/a/s,  are  alia 
much  exceeded  by  the  Introduction  and  Notes  which  he  foi|un4 
neceflary  to  give.  As  he  advanced  in  his  undertaking,  ncjjcj 
views  opened  upon  him,  and  to  render  his  work  as  ufeful  and  a$. 
complete  as  he  pcffibly  could,  was  his  firft  care.  Nor  is  hik\ 
thanks  alone  due  to  his  Subfcribers  in  general.  Many  of  the 
moft  refpedlable  names  have  honoured  his  Lufiad  with  theiif 
countenance,  and  have  promoted  its  fuccefs.  His  lift  of  fubr;. 
fcribers  will  fliew  the  refpeft  that  was  paid  to  the  opinioiil 
of  fome  Gentlemen  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  who  havf^^ 
interefted  themfelves  in  its  favour.  And  that  his  work  aiajCj 
vindicate  their  good  opinion,   is  not  only  his  firft  ambition^j 

but," 
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btit,  if  fo  happy,  the  beft  return  he  could  poffibly  make  them, 
—The  manner  in  which  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh 
took  the  Englifli  Lufiad  under  his  patronage,  infinitely  inhanced 
the  honour  of  his  acceptance^ — To  Governor  Johnftone,  whofe 
anceftors  have  been  the  hereditary  patrons  of  the  anceftors  of 
the  Tranflator,  he  is  under  every  obligation  w^hich  the  warmeft 
zeal  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  his  undertaking  can  poflibly  con- 
fer. To  this  Gentleman,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  appearance  of 
the  Lufiad  in  Englifli  is  due.  —  To  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  who  are  his  Subfcribers,  the  Tranflator 
offers  his  Angular  thanks  ;  and  with  pleafure  he  aflures  them, 
that  their  defire  to  fee  an  Epic  Poem,  particularly  their  own, 
in  Englifli,  greatly  encouraged  him  in  the  profecution  of  his 
laborious  work — To  Thomas  Pearfon,  Efq;  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company's  Service,  he  owes  the  affiftance  of  fome  Portuguefe 
Hiftorians  and  other  books,  which  have  enabled  him  to  eluci- 
date his  author.  To  this  Gentleman  he  alfo  owes  the  acknow- 
ledgement for  a  numerous  lift  of  Subfcribers.  But  thefe,  in 
themfelves,  he  efteems  the  leaft  of  Major  Pearfon's  favours. 
The  manner  of  conferring  them,  and  the  continuance  of  fai^ 
friendly  withes,  cannot  be  repaid  by  the  warmeft  acknowledged 
meAts — To  James  Bofwell,  Efq;  he  confefles  many  obligations! 
To  the  friendfhip  of  Mr.  Hoole,  the  elegant  Tranflator  of 
Taflb,  he  is  peculiarly  indebted. — And  while  thus  he  recollects 
with  pleafure  the  names  of  many  gentlemen  from  whom  he 
has  received  afiiftance  or  encouragement ;  he  is  happy  to  be 
enabled  to  add  Dr.  Johnfon  to  the  number  of  thofe,  whofe 
kindnefs  for  the  man,  and  good  wiflies  for  the  Trahflation,  call 
for  his  fincereft  gratitude.  Nor  muft  a  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  Dr.  Goldfmith  be  neglefted.  He  faw  a  part  of  this  verfion  ; 
but  he  cannot  now  receive  the  thanks  of  the  Tranflator.  Neither 
muft  another  circumftance,  which  he  efteems  fo  flattering  an 
honour,  be  pafled  over  in  filence :  Various  fpecimens  of  this 
tranflation  have  been  feen  by  Portuguefe  Literatr,  and  the 
Tranflator  has  been  favoured  with  their  earneft  defire  to  com- 
plete his  undertaking.  The  ingenious  Mr.  Magellan,  of  the 
family  of  the  celebrated  Navigator,  has  been  even  an  enthufiaft 
in  promoting  its  intereft.  By  his  means,  fome  of  the  moft  re- 
fpeftable  literary  names  of  Portugal  and  of  Paris  have  honpured 
his  lift.     From.  Mr.  Magellan  and  fome  other  Portuguefe  gen- 

X  tlemenu 
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tlemen  \it  h^$  received  confiderable  inf<^matIon  on  varicfos  parts 
of  his  fubjedl.  For  thefe  favours,  and  particularly  for  thd 
honour  they  did  him,  in  wifliing  him  to  be  the  Tranllator  of 
the  Poet  of  their  nation,  he  returns  theni  his  moft  refpedlful 
thanks.  Yet,  though  *  flattered  with  the  approbation  of  fome 
pf  thofe  literary  names,  for  whom  the  Public  bear  the  greateft 
refpea.  Though  he  has  introduced  to  the  Engliih  Reader  a 
Poem,    truly  Virgilian,    the  Tranflator   confefles   he   has   his 

fears  for  its  fate.    His  execution but  no  apology  will  fupply 

the  defeds  of  elegance  and  poetical  fpirit;  no  apology  fhau 
therefore  be  offered.  Yet  whatever  anxiety  the  confcience 
of  his  inability  may  give  him,  he  alfo  feels  other  confidera- 
jtions,  which  feem  to  authenticate  his  fears.  We  are  not, 
indeed,  in  the  condition  of  ancient  Rome,  when,  in  the  de» 
cieniion  of  her  literature,  the  Latin  tongue  was  deipifed,  and 
the  Greek  only  admired.  Yet,  though  a  mafterly  treatife  in 
fome  branches  of  literature^  would  immediately  receive  the  ap- 
probation due  to  merit,  ere  the  juft  reputation  of  his  poetry  be 
fixed,  an  Author  perhaps  may  be  where  the  applaufe  of  the 
world  cannot  come.  Long  after  Shakefpeare  wrote,  and  thirty 
years  after  the  Paradife  Loft  was  publiftied,  Shaftfbury  pro- 
nounced that  the  Englifh  Mufes  were  lifping  in  tlieir  cradfes. 
And  Temple,  a  much  greater  authority  in  poetical  tafte,  efteem^ 
Sidney  the  greateft  of  all  modern  poets.  Nor  was  his  negled: 
of  Milton  Angular.  Even  though  that  immortal  Author's  re- 
putation be  now  fixed,  I  have  known  a  learned  gentleman  who 
could  not  eijdure  a  linq  of  the  Paradife  Loft,  who  yet,  with 
feeming  rapture,  would  repeat  whole  pages  of  Ovid.  There 
is  a  charm  in  the  found  of  a  language  which  is  not  deba&d 
by  familiar  ufe.  And  as  it  was  in  falling  Rome,  nothing 
in  his  vernacular  tongue  will  be  highly  efteemed  by  the 
Scholar  of  dull  tafte.  A  work,  which  claims  poetical*  merit, 
while  its  reputation  is  uneftablifhed,  is  beheld,  by  the  great 
majority,  with  a  cold  and  a  jealous  eye.  The  prefent  age,  in- 
deed, is  happily  aufpicious  to  Science  and  the  Arts ;  but  Poetry 
is  neither  the  general  tafte  nor  the  fafliionable  favourite  of  thefe 
times.  Often,  in  the  difpirited  hour,  have  thefe  views  ob- 
truded upon  the  Tranflator.  Whilft  he  has  left  his  Author 
upon  the  table  and  wand-ered  in  the  fields,  thefe  views  have 
cloathed  theJTifelves  almoft  imperceptibly  in   the   ftanza  and 

allegory 
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iallegory  of  Spenfer.  Thus  conncftcd  with  the  Tranflation  of 
Gamoens^  unfinifhed  as  they  are^  they  {hall  clofe  the  Introduction 
to  the  Englifli  Lufiad. 


.    Hence,  vagrant  Minftrel,  from  my  thriving  farm. 
Far  hence,  nor  ween  to  fhed  thy  poifon  here : 
My  hinds  defpife  thy  lyre's  ignoble  charm ; 
Seek  in  the  Sloggard's  bowers  thy  ill  earned  cheer : 
There  while  thy  idle  chaunting  foothes  their  ear. 
The  noxious  thiftle  choaks  their  fiqkly  corn } 
Their  apple  boughs,  ungraiTd,  four  wildings  bear. 
And  o'er  the  ill-fenced  dales  with  fleeces  torn 
Unguarded  from  the  fox,  their  lambkins  ftray  forlorn^ 

Such  ruin  withers  the  neglefted  foil. 
When  to  the  fong  the  ill-ftarr*d  fwain  attends. 
And  well  thy  meed  repays  thy  worthlefs  toil ; 
Upon  thy  houfelefs  head  pale  want  defcends 
In  bitter  fliower :  And  taunting  fcorn  flill  rends. 
And  wakes  thee  trembling  from  thy  golden  dream  : 
In  vetchy  bed,  or  loathly  dungeon  ends 

Thy  idled  life What  fitter  may  befeem. 

Who  poifons  thus  the  fount,  ihould  dfink  the  poifon'd  ftream. 
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And  is  it  thu^,  the  hearNftung  Minftrel  cry*d,  '  ?  / 

While  indignation  (hook  his  filvcr'd  headi 

And  is  it  thus,  thegrofs-fed  lordling*s  pride,  *  «' 

And  hind's  bafe  tongue  the  gentle  Bard  upbraid !  -^ 

And  muft  the  holy  long  be  thus  repaid               .  •  { 

By  fun-bafk'd  ignorance,  and  cborlifli  fcom  !  .  :  /. 

While  liftlefs  drooping  in  the  languid  iliade                   :  -f  > 

Of  cold  negleft,  the  jfacred  Bard  muft  mourji,  r-. 
Though  in  his  ^hallowed  breaft  heaven's  puref^.  ardours  burn  I  7 

Yet  how  fublime,  OBard,  the  dread  bche(l:. 

The  awful  truft  to  thee  by  heaven  affign'd  !  ,  \ 

'Tis  thine  to  humanife  the  favage  breaft,  .  ^. 

And  form  in  Virtue's  mould  the  youthful  mind;  r 

Where  lurks  the  latent  fpark  of  generous  kind,  :  r 

'Tis  thine  to  bid  the  dormant  ember  blaze  :  j.  .*  ^ 

Heroic  rage  with  gentleft  worth  combin'd  -  irf 

Wide  through  the  land  thy  forming  power  difplays.  ,.f  p 

So  fpread  the  olive  boughs  beneath  Dan  Phoebus  rays.  .     .^ 

When  Heaven  decreed  to  foothe  the  feuds  that  tore 

The  wolf-eyed  Barons,  whofe  unlettcr'd  rage  r  ^ 

Spurn'd  the  fair  Mufe,  Heaven  bade  on  Avon's  (horc  .  j 

A  Shakefpeare  rife  and  foothe  the  barbarous  age  :  .=  [ 
A  Shakefpeare  rofe  \  the  barbarous  heats  afwage  -  — 

At  diftance  due  how  many  bards  attend !  .  | 
Enlarged  and  liberal  from  the  narrow  cage 
Of  blinded  zeal  new  manners  wide  extend. 
And  o'er  the  generous  breaft  the  dews  of  heaven  dcfcend.     .^.: 

And 
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And  fits  it  you, rye  fens  t)f  hallowed  power,  m    .^  ' 

To  hear,  unmoved,  the  tong;ue  of  fcorn  upbraid'  '    f    *  '     :    - 
The  Mufe  negleSed  in-  her  wintry  bower,        - 
While  proudly  flourifliing  in  ptincely  fhadc 
Her  younger  fifters  lift  the  laurrf*t!  head — — ^ 

And  fhall  the  pencils 'bbHefttiiimic  fagfe,  ^    *  '    ' 

Or  fofteft  charms  foredOOmMiri  timfc  to fafle, ' '  ^''  -  '  '"  *"' 
Shall  thcfc  be  vaunted  o*er  th'  immortal  page. 
Where  paffion's  living  fires  burn  unimpaired  by  age ! 

And  fhall  the  warbled  ftrain  or  fweeteft  lyre, 
Thrilling  the  palace  roof  at  night's  deep  hour^ 
And  fhall  the  nightingales  in  woodland  choir 
The  voice  of  heaven  in  fweeter  raptures  pour  I 
Ah  no,  their  fong  is  tranfient  as  the  flower 
Of  April  morn  :  In  vain  the  fliepherd  boy 
Sits  liftning  in  the  filent  Autumn  bower ;  * 

The  year  no  more  reflores  the  fliort-lived  joy. 
And  never  more  his  harp  fhall  Orpheus*  hands  employ. 

Eternal  Silence  in  her  cold  deaf  ear 
Has  clofed  his  flrain  ;  deep  as  eternal  night 
Has  o'er  Apelles'  tints,  fo  bright  while-ere. 
Drawn  her  blank  curtains — never  to  the  fight 

More  to  be  given But  cloath'd  in  heaven's  own  light 

Homer's  bold  painting  fhall  immortal  fhine, 

Wide  o'er  the  world  fhall  ever  found  the  might. 

The  raptured  mufic  of  each  deathlefs  line. 

For  death  nor  time  may  touch  their  living  foul  divine. 

And 
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AnH^what  the  f^rai^  though:  Percjs  fwcU  the  noix,  ,- 
High  though  its  rapture,  tp  th,e  Mufc^  of  fire  ! 
Yes,  what  the  tranfien,t  founds,  devoid  pf  thought^,   . 
To  th'  unabated  flood  of  Shakefp^are's  ire. 
Or  Milton's  giant  fwayjj  till  time  expire 
Foredoomed  to  live ;  aj$  heaven's  dread  energy 
Unconfcious  of  the  hounds  of  plac 


DISSERTATION. 


■/:  'c--\  ''I  r^'•^  .".'«-.■■■?' 


n> 


DISSERTATION 


On  the  Machinery  of  Tajfos  Jerufalem,  and  Voltaire's  Henriadc, 


CAmoens,  unheard,  unread  by  the  aidcsy 
has  been  reprefented  to  the.world  as  the 
xnoft  extravagant,  moil  abfoi^  of  all  poets,  in 
the  injudicious  profane  mixture  of  Ctui^a>^ 
and  Pagan  ideas.  The  grofs  faliity  of  this 
charge  we  have  fully  detected.  But  juitice 
to  the  reputation  of  my  Author  demands 
Ibmething  ^ther.  If  the  great  TafTo  be 
guilty  of  the  fault  injurioufly  afcribed  to  Ca- 
moens,  and  if  his  arch-accuier  Voltaire  has 
adopted  a  machinery  infinitely  lefs  worthy 
of  die  Epic  Mttfe,  what  muft  we  think  of 
the  unjuft  condemnation  of  the  poet  of  Por- 
tugal !  The  machinery  of  the  Jerufalem  is 
thus  abridged :  God  fends  the  angel  Gabriel 
to  Godfrey :  Gabriel  announces  him  ^neral 
bv  the  will  of  heaven,  and  incites  him  to  a 
vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,  to  refcue 
the  tomb  of  Chrift  from  the  Infidels.  A 
magician,  an  apoftate  Chriilian,  who  could 
alarm  Pluto  in  his  own  regions. 

Sin  ne  la  regiafua  Pluton  J^avetrta-^-^^ 

and  who  dill  mixed  fome  Chriflian  rites 
with  his  profane  incantations,  advifes  Ala- 
dine  kine  of  Jerufalem  to  feize  a  ftatne  of 
the  Virgm  and  place  it  in  his  mofqne,  af- 
furing  him,  that  while  it  continued  there, 
his  (jpells  (hould  proted  the  city.  The  image 
is  accordingly  placed  in  the  mofque,  con- 
trary to  Mohammedan  manners,  from  whence 
it  miracoloufly  difappears.  The  war  com- 
mences. The  foe  of  man ,  afterwards  named 
Pluto,  calls  a  council  of  the  infernal  powers. 
Polypheme,  Gorgon,  Cerberus,  &c.  are 
here.  Pluto  relates  his  own  ^11  from  hea- 
ven, the  birth  of  Chrift,  Chrift's  defcent 
into  hell,  his  refcue  of  captive  fouls ;  and 
then  propofes  to  dellroy  the  ChriHian  army» 
particularly  by  the  fnarcs  of  love.  Armida» 
a  moft  beautiful  enchantrefs,  is  fent  by  her 
onde,  the  king  of  Damafcus,  who  is  alfo  a 
magician,  to  delude  the  Chriftian  chiefs. 
She  arrives  at  the  camp ;  pretends  to  be  a 
^iethroned  princefs,  and  begs  afliftance. 
The  flower  of  the  Chriftiari  warriors  are 
eager  to  go  with  her :  ten  arc  appointed  by 
hftf^  and  many  others  follow  her  by  ftealth. 


Thefe,  like  Circe,  fhe  enchants,  and  turns 
them  into  fifhes.  Boelaiebttb  end  Akdto  ai« 
alternately  introduced,  as  exciting  the  Infi* 
dels  to  treachery,  i  Cod  notH"  Andsr^^arck- 
angel  Michad  to  ^rive  the  daemons  from  the 
battle.  The  magician  Ifmeno  excites  the 
Soldan  Soljrman  againft  the  ChrifBans,  and 
conveys  him  in  an  enchanted  chariot  to  Je* 
mfalem.  The  dsemons,  who  had  been 
driven  by  Michael  to  Acheron,  are  recalled 
by  Ifmeno,  and  ordered  to  take  pofleffiott 
of  a  foreft,  from  whence  it  was  necef&ry 
for  the  Chriftians  to  cut  timber  to  carry  on 
the  feige.  Tancred,  terrified  by  apparitions, 
defifb  from  his  attempt  to  cut  down  the 
foreft.  The  hermit  Peter  pronounces  that 
this  fervice  was  decreed  for  Rinaldo,  who 
is  in  the  power  of  the  enchantrefs  Armida. 
Peter  informs  Ubald  and  Charles,  that  a 
Chriftian  magician  at  Afcalon  will  aflift 
them  to  relieve  the  hero  from  her  inchant- 
ment.  The  epifode  of  Armida,  aboanding 
in  poetry,  is  now  introduced.  Rinaldo  is 
relieved,  and  the  enchanted  forefl  by  him 
cut  down.  The  poem  now  draws  to  the 
hurry  of  conclufion .  The  wall  of  Jerufalem 
is  aiiailed ;  Ifmeno  and  two  other  magicians, 
in  defence  of  the  Infidels,  endeavour  to 
change  the  courfe  of  nature  with  their  in- 
chantments, 

Bitentar  fvoUe  t art't fin ftdlaci 
Per  tj'orxar  la  natura  — 

And  the  arch -angel  Michael  appears  to 
Godfrey,  to  whom  he  fhews  the  fouls  of 
the  Chriflian  heroes  who  had  fallen  in  the 
war  flill  fighting  under  his  banners,  and 
the  hoft  of  heaven  ready  to  oppofe  the^ne- 
my.  The  afTault  is  fuccefsful.  The  Infidel 
chiefs  are  kiHed  by  different  Chriflian  heroes. 
Armida,  who  foueht  in  the  Egyptian  army, 
fubmits  to  Rinaldo,  and  Godfrey  is  com- 
pletely vi6torious. 

Such  is  the  machinery  of  a  poem,  univer- 
fally  and  juftly  admired.  Yet  whatever  praiie 
is  due  to  the  grandeur  of  Gothic  inchant- 
ment,  the  oppoficionof  it  to  the  arch-angel 
Michael,  the  immediate  mefTenger  of  God, 

carries 
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carries  ii^  it  a  fomething  which,  muft  dif- 
pleafe.  No  popular  belief  of  the  power  of , 
magic  will  palliate  the  difguftoflhe  fenfiblc  ' 
reader.  Had  the  hermit  Peter,  who  is  re- 
prefented  as  a  prophet,  worked  miracles, 
iucb  as  abound 'ia  the  monkifh  legends; 
thefe,  the  objefls  of  firm  popular  belief, 
with  greater  propriety  and  even  more  poetry 
might  have  oppofed  the  power  of  infernal 
magicians.  But  as  the  machinery  Hands  in 
TaiTo,  that  of  Camoens,  which  is  purely 
the  well  known  allegory  of  poetry,  is  infi- 
nitely lefs  culpable  in  the  mixture  of  ideas. 

As  the  macnincry  of  the  Henriade  can-» 
DOt  be  traced  without  a  view  of  the  whole 
«£tion  of  the  poem,  a  diiTedlion  of  the  whole 
ihall  be  accurately  given.  It  has  been  faid, 
that  the  French  language  is  incapable  of 
Epic  dignity.  The  Henriade  proves  the 
junice  of  this  obfervation.  The  Reader, 
who  is  acquainted  with  Virgil,  muft  perceive 
the  miferable  comparative  poverty  of  the 
Henriade';  he  will  alfo  obferve,  that  the 
following  citations  are  made  in  examination 
of  the  machinery,  and  not  feledled  with  a 
view  to  the  want  of  Epic  dignity. 

The  aftion  of  the  Henriade  is  founded 
on  French  hillory.  Soon  after  the  horrid 
maflacre  of  Paris,  an  aiTociation  again  ft  the 
proteftants  was  formed  under  the  Duke  of 
Guife.  The  power  of  this  aflbciation, 
called  the  Holy  League,  began  to  eive  un- 
eaftnefs  to  Henry  III.  a  weak  diffipated 
prince,  and  Guife,  by  his  order,  was  aftaf- 
Unated.  The  League,  however,  became 
more  formidable,  and  Henry  was  driven 
from  his  capital.  He  implored  the  affiftance 
of  his  former  enemy,  Henry  of  Navarre, 
the  head  of  the  proteftant  party.  While 
the  two  kings  aflailed  Paris,  Henry  III.  was 
ftabbcd  by  a  young  friar,  and  Henry  of 
Navarre,  the  legal  heir  of  the  crown,  con- 
tinued the  fiege.  Paris,  though  reduced  to 
the  moft  dreadful  extremities  of  famine,  ftill 
held  out,  till  Henry,  perceiving  the  unal- 
terable hatred  which  the  League  bore  to  his 
religion,  abjured  the  proteftant  do6lrine,  and 
Pans  opened  her  gates  and  received  him  with 
joy.  And  thus,  fays  Voltaire,  in  his  Englifli 
introdudion  to  the  Henriade,  (omitted  in  his 
French  copies)  "  What  his  valour  and  mag- 
**  nanimity  could  never  bring  about,  was 
**  eaiily  obtained  by  going  to  mafs,  and  by 
**  receiving  abfolution  of  the  Pope." 

However  bold  it  may  fcem  to  condemn 
this  fubjeA  as  unworthy  of  the  Epic  Mufe> 


there  needs  no  argument  to  prov(i  it  infinite- 
ly inferior  to  that  of  the  Lufia4.  In  dignity 
arid  con(3u£l  Camoens  is  every  where  Vir- 
gilian  :  Voltaire  (hall  fpeak  for  himfelf. 
The  ftate  of  France,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  action,  is  thus  defcribed : 

Les  ioix  etaient  fans  force f  et  les  droits  confonduSf 

Ou  piutot  en  rfftt  Valois  ne  regnait  plus 

On  lioyait.  dans  Paris  laJ>ifcorde  inhumaine 
Excitant  aux  combats ^  6f  la  Lifue  &  Maytni'^, 
Ce  monflre  rmpetuetix,  Janguinaire,  infiextbltt 
Defes  propres  fujets  eft  ren/umi  terribtt* 

In  the  machinery  which  is  now  introduc- 
ed, the  foul  of  St.  Louis.  a£l8  the  part  of 
Venus  in  the  Enead.  From  the  height  of 
the  heavens  he  beholds  and  prote^  Renrr 
of  Navarre,  but  he  conceals  the  arm  whick 
he  fpreads  to  guard  him,  left  die  hero,  too 
fure  of  viflory,  and  with  lefs  danger,  ihould 
acquire  lefs  elory.  The  lines  are  the (c : 
frigid  indeed! 

Le  Pere  de  Bourbons ^  dufein  dts  immortels. 
Lout's,  fix  ait  fur  luifcs  regards  pat  emels  ^^^—^ 
Mais  Henri  s'avanfoit  vers  fa  grandeurfupr/me. 
Par  des  cheminsfecrets,  inconnus  a  lui  mime : 
Louis  du  taut  de  cieux  lui  preiait  fon  appui\ 
Mais  il  cacbait  le  bras  qu'il  itendait  pour  luif 
De  peur  que  ce  hirosy  trap  fur  de  fa  viMre^ 
Avec  moins  de  danger  n^eut  acquis  moins  degloin. 

Having  thus  introduced  the  reader  to  the 
leading  perfonage  of  the  machinery,  Paris  is 
befieged  by  the  two  kings,  we  are  told,  and 
the  dsmon  of  carnage  has  carried  his  rage 
from  fea  to  fea.  The  adtion  now  com- 
mences, Henry  HI.  of  the  houfe  of  Valois^ 
deplores  his  fituation  to  Henry  of  NavarfCy 
tells  him  that  the  papal  thunders  are  iflued 
againft  him,  and  that  Spain  is  about  to  fend 
auxiliaries  to  the  League.  He  therefbn 
entreats  him  to  go  to  England  to  iblidt  an 
army  to  aftift  them. 

Henry  then  fails  from  Dieppe. 

Vimpitueux  Boree,  encbaine  dans  les  atrip 
Aufoufle  de  Zepbyre  abandonnmt  les  mers. 

Then  comes  a  ftorm,  in  very  common  plac4[ 
defcription,  in  which  Henry  thought  of  no- 
thing but  the  evils  of  his  country  j 

Nefonge  en  ce  danger  qu'aux  maux  defapatrtt* 

Then  the  God  of  the  Univerfe  commands 
the  ftorm  to  carry  the  vefTcl  to  the  ifle  of 
Jerfey.  Here  the  hero  lands  and  finds  a 
venerable  old  man,  who  fought  peace  far 

from 
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from  the  court,  loin  de  la  eour^  and  God,  It 
feems,  had  fent  Wirdom  to  open  the  book 
of  Fate  to  this  fame  hermit ; 

Ce  Dim  qu^il  otkrait^  pritfoin  defa  vieiilfjfj 
Ufa  iia/ujon  difert  drfcendre  la  Sagefe  \ 
Et  prodigue  enters  lui  defts  trefors  di*v'mst 
II  ntvrit  afijyuuxU  livre  di  Defiins. 

And  here  Momay,  the  Calvinift  friend  of 
Henry,  who 

Pretait  au  Calvimjmi  um  appui  redoutabU'-^-^ 

and  the  hermit,  hold  a  diicourfe  upon  theo- 
logy, in  whidi  the  old  prophet  execrates 
Cahinifm,  and  foretells,  that  a  worfhip  fo 
new,  coold  not  always  continue ; 

Un  cuke  fimuviOKne  pint  durtr  toujours, 
JDej  caprices  dt  Vbomme  il  a  threfon  etrt : 
Oh  k  nterra  pirir  ainfi  qu^cn  la  uu  uattre. 

The  hermit  then  prophefies,  that  ,Henry 
ihould  turn  papift  and  be  kine.  An  idle 
declamation  on  the  English,,  who  are  un£t 
cither  to  be  flaves  or  freemen, 

S^  m  peut  niferWf  ni  vi*vre  en  liberie  ^^^^ 

and  the  charaflcr  of  Elizabeth,  who  chain- 
ed deftiny  at  her  feet,  and  aflonifhed  the 
world  with  the  eclat  of  her  reign, 

Unefemmi  afes  pieds  encbatnant  les  defttns^ 
Ut  l^ eclat  defon  regne  etomuut  Us  bufnains  — - 

co&dude  the  interview  with  the  hermit  of 
JeHey ;  an  epifode  of  no  ufe  in  th^  conduct 
of  the  poem,  and  a  dull  imitation  of  the 
port  ad)ed  by  the  hermit  Peter  in  Taflb. 
What  ftrange  fancy ^  fays  Voltaire  in  his 
Bngliih  critique  on  The  Jerufalem^  to  fend 
Ubaldo  and  his  companion  to  an  holy  con- 
jttrcr.**  Yet  this  part  in  Taflb  is  not  only 
conduced  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  grand 
machinery  of  Gothic  enchantment,  a  ma- 
chinery proper  to  the  age  of  his  heroes,  but 
is  alfo  intimately  connected  with  the  cataf- 
trophe  of  the  poem.  But  in  no  circum- 
ftance  does  this  defence  of  Ta^o  plead  for 
Voltaire. 

Henry  is  now  introduced  to  the  queen  of 
England,^  who  with  impatience  demands  an 
account  of  the  troubles  of  France  : 

Elizabetb  alon  a*vec  impatience, 
Demande  le  recti  des  troubles  de  la  France^ 
Veutfa'uoir  quels  rejforts,  &  quel  encbainemeni 
Ontproduit  dans  Farts  unji grand  cbangememt. 

He  mafiacre  of  Paris  is  now  related^  with 


fevcral  digreffivc  obfervations  on  tyranny, 
without  either  force  or  novelty,  and  after 
a  long  fete  a  teie  on  laws  and  liberty,  &c. 
&c.  Elizabeth  allows  the  Earl  of  EfTex  and 
a  thoufand  Engli(h  youth  to  accompany 
Henry,  whom  iht  difmifTes  in  the  true  fpirit 
of/*///  matter ijm.     Of  her  troops,  fhe  fays  ; 

'  Au  milieu  des  ccmbats  <v'Jtis  Us  *verre%  courir 
Plus  pour  *vous  imiier  que  pour  ih>us  fccourir. 
Formes  par  n/otre  excmple  au  grand  art  de  la 

guerre, 
lis  apprendroni  fous  *vouj  afer<vir  V  Angletcrre^^ 

i.  e.  In  the  midft  of  battles  you  (hall  fee 
them  haften  more  to  imitate  yon  than  to 
help  you.  Formed  by  your  example  in  thef 
great  art  of  war,  they  fhall  learn  under  yotf 
toferve  England."  And  himfelf  fhe  politel)C 
compliments,  as  only  worthy  to  talk  ot 
himielf  ; 

Fntj/eulpoKvexparler  d'tguement  de 'vous-meme^ 

And  thus  ends  in  mere  bagatelle  the.emr*; 
bafly  which  ought  to  have  been-  of  the 
utmoft  importance  throughout  the  Poenu 
The  embaffy  of  king  Latinus  to  Diomed, 
and  the  journey  of  Eneas  to  king  Evander, 
are  with  admirable  art  worked  into  the  great 
a^on  of  the  Eneid.  The  refufat  of  Dio- 
med to  make  war  againft  Eneas,  great!/ 
heightens  the  character  of  the  hero.  Thie 
abfence  and  return  of  Eneas  are  both  moft 
happily  interefting,  and  the  fate  of  his  new 
friend  and  auxiliary,  the  fon  of  Evander,! 
gives  the  higheft  imjportance  to  the  journey 
of  the  hero,  by  con Aitutine;  a  principal  part 
of  the  aftion  and  cataflrophe  of  the  Eneid. 
In  the  Henriade  every  tning  is  different* 
The  hero  leaves  the  ^i^^  of  Paris,  hears 
the  efFufions  of  monkim  bigotry  poured 
fordi  by  a  hermit  at  the  ifle  of  Jerfey,  comes 
to  London,  and  in  the  true  %le  of  coffee- 
houfe  politicians,  has  a  long  talk  with  queejn 
Elizabeth.  The  earl  of  Eflex,  it  is  true^ 
and  a  thoufand  of  the  Engliih  youth  accom- 
pany him  to  France  ;  but  there  is  not  one 
drcumftance performed  by  them,  which  even 
gives  a  colour  of  importance  to  this  embaffy 
of  the  hero  of  the  Henriade.  In  his  firft 
edidons,  Voltaiie  twice  mentions  the  Eng* 
lifh,  but  nothing  particular  is  afcribed  to 
them  :  and  fo  little  did  he  regard  the  fpi- 
rit of  Virgil  in  the  part  of  Pallas,  that  in 
his  laft  edition,  the  Englifh  auxiliaries  are 
only,  once  mentioned  as  in  battle,  and  that 
in  a  manner  utterly  uninterefting,  of  no 
confequence  to  the  condud  of  the  poem, 
y  Henry's 
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Henry's  journey  to  England,  therefore, 
Ts  in  dired  contradiction  to  that  great  rule 
of  the  Epopxia,  which  requires  unity  of 
iftion  ;  or  in  other  words,  which  demands 
that  every  circumllance  fhould  conduce,  ac- 
cording to  its  degree,  to  the  completion  of 
the  whole. 

In  the  fourth  book,  at  laft,  fome  bufmefs 
commences.  b'Aumale  in  the  night  attacks 
the  befiegers.  Henry  arrives,  and  turns  the 
fortune  of  war,  not  as  a  modem  general, 
but  as  an  Achilles  or  Eneas,  who  drove 
whole  fquadrons  before  their  fingle  fwords. 
But  not  a  word  is  here  mentioned  of  the 
help  of  his  Engliih  auxiliaries.  Now  the 
machinery  takes  place.  D'Aumale  is  in 
danger  of  being  killed  ;  but  Difcorde  faw  it. 

La  Difcorde  U  a;i/,  &  trembla  pour  ttAumaU'^ 
EtU  s'Ulvi  en  tair,  &  vole  a/onjkcours. 

Then  covering,  him  with  her  iron  immenfe 
impenetrable  buckler,  this  fille  de  VEnftr^ 
daughter  of  hell,  carries  him  to  the  gates 
of  Paris,  where  (he  cores  him  of  the  wounds, 
which  he  had  never  felt ; 

Sanglant ^convert  de  coups  qu'U  n'avait  point  fent is, 
EUe  applique  afes  maux  une  main  faUtaire^^-^ 

Then  Difcorde  comforts  Mayenne,  the  chief 
of  the  league,  who  is  in  great  diftrefs. 
She  then  flies  in  a  whirlwind  to  Rome, 
which  is  defc/ibed  in  the  true  fpirit  of  de- 
clamation. La  Politique  is  found  in  the 
Vatican, 
Aufond  du  Fatican  r/^nait  la  Politique^'^'^ 

Difcorde  and  (he  embrace  each  other.  Po- 
litique laments  that  (he  could  not  now  from 
the  Vatican  lance  her  thunders  and  rule  the 
world.  She  complains  that  the  Senate  of 
France  had  unmafked  her,  and  agrees  with 
Difcorde  to  refume  their  loft  power.  Hum- 
ble Religion,  in  the  meanwhile,  is  in  a  de- 
fert  far  from  the  pomp  of  Rome,  fighing 
for  the  day  when  Henry  was  to  embrace 
popery  and  revenge  her  altars.  La  Politi- 
<}ue  and  Difcorde  feize  upon  Humble  Re- 
ligion, and  God,  to  try  her,  gives  her  up 
to  their  fury. 

Son  Diiu  pour  Veprouver  la  livre  a  leursfurears. 

They  ftrip  her  of  her  facred  veftmcnts,  and 
having  covered  their  own  impure  heads  with 
Ihem,  they  go  to  Paris  to  accompli(h  their 
de(jgns.  La  Politique  gets  into  the  Sor- 
bonne  and  corrupts  the  doftors ;  to  fome 
/he  offers  the  Mitre, 


Par  r  eclat  cTune  Mitre  elle  ibluit  Unr*vue-^ 

and  others  (he  intimidates.  Truth  flies 
away  weeping,  and  an  old  man  of  the  Sor- 
bonne  fpeaks  for  his  brethren,  "  The  church 
has  the  power  to  dethrone  kings ;  we  arc 
the  church,  and  we  dethrone  Valois.  Oaths, 
hitherto  facred,  we  break  your  chain.'* 
Scarce  had  he  (poke,  when  Difcorde  wrote 
the  odious  decree  in  blood,  and 

Cbacun  jure  par  elle,  & /gne  fous /es  jeux. 

Now  in  the  habit  of  an  Augaftin,  and  now 
in  the  frock  of  a  Francifcan,  (he  flics  from 
church  to  church,  calls  herfelf  Religion,  and 
excites  to  the  moft  dreadful  maflTacres.  Thea 
(he  makes  Sixteen  of  the  heads  of  the  fa^on 
(whofe  names  may  be  feen  in  the  notes  to 
the  Geneva  edition)  ride  be(ide  her  in  her 
bloody  chariot ;  and  Pride,  Treafbn,  Fury, 
and  Death,  march  before  them  in  ftreams  of 
blood.  Daring  the  management  of  this 
machinery,  our  Author  talks  of  Chrift,  the 
church,  and  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  he  now 
talks  of  the  heathen  goddefs  Themis.  She 
refifteth  the  general  contagion, 

Lafoifde  /'  agrandir,  la  crainte,  refpSrance, 
R  ien  n"a<vait  dansfes  mains  fait  pancber fa  balance  | 
Son  temple  etaitfans  tacbe 

In  this  temple  of  Themis  fat  a  venerable 
fenate,  propitious  to  innocence,  dreadful  to 
guilt, 

//  etait  dans  ce  temple  un  Senat  vinerable, 
Propice  a  innocence,  au  crime  redoutable—^ 

Then  the  tyrants  of  the  League  lay  fiege 
to  this  temple, 

Des  tyrant  de  la  Ligue  une  affreufi  eoborte, 
Du  temple  de  Tbemis  environne  la  porte, 

A  'vile  gladiator  then  bullies  the  Senate,  and 
by  the  help  of  the  Sixteen,  fends  them  in 
chains  to  the  Bailile.  Clement,  a  young 
Dominican  friar,  longs  to  kill  Henry  of 
Valois,  the  king.  He  prays,  and  is  heard 
by  Difcorde,  who  inllantly  flies  to  Hell  in 
fearch  of  Fanaticism, 

Le  plus  cruel  tyran  de  I  empire  des  ombres. 

Which  goddefs,  our  Poet  tells  us,  was  the 
author  of  the  facrificcs  of  Moloc,  of  Jeph- 
tha's  vow,  of  the  death  of  Agamemnon's 
daughter,  of  the  human  facri(ices  oflfered  by 
the  priefts  of  the  Teutates,  and  by  die 
Druids ;  aad  of  the  firft  pcrfecution  of  the 
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Qliriftians  at  Rome,  Afterward,  he  adds, 
fhc  paired  to  the  church  and  made  the 
Chriftians  psrfecute  each  other;  was  the 
caufe  of  the  death  of  Charles  I.  at  London, 
and  eftabliftied  the  inquifition  at  Madrid 
and  Li(bon,  on  purpofe  to  burn  the  Jews. 
This  Goddcfs,  cloathed  in  the  habit  of 
which  (he  had  plundered  Humble  Re- 
ligion, appears  to  Clement  in  a  dream,  en- 
courages him  by  the  example  of  Judith  to 
alTaffinate  the  king,  and  givine  him  a 
fword,  flies  to  her  infernal  abode.  The 
Sixteen  heads  of  the  fa^on  are  next  repre- 
feiited  at  a  magical  facrifice,  enquiring  after 
the  decrees  of  Fate.  It  is  midnight.  They 
have  an  altar  on  a  tomb,  where  they  place 
the  images  of  the  two  kings,  Henry  of 
Valois,  and  Henry  of  Bourbon  or  Navarre, 

heurt facr'ileges  maim  ont  mile  p^^r  tautel^ 
A  des  fioms  infernaux,  h  mm  de  VEterntL 

Their  lances  are  ranged  along  the  walls 
with  their  points  in  vefTels  of  blood,  and 
they  have  a  Jew  for  their  prieft, 

Leurs  parricides  brasje  lavent  dans  lefattg  5 
De  VaUiisfur  tauUl  ils  njont  percer  U  flanc  \ 
A*vec  plus  de  lerreur^  &  plus  encor  de  rage 
De  Henri  fous  leurs  pieds  ils  ren'verfent  Vimage^^ 
VHebreu  joint  cependant  la  priere  au  blajpbeme: 
II  invoque  I'abime^  et  les  cieux^  &  Dieu  meme  \ 
Tous  ces  impurs  efprits  qui  troublent  tuni^vers^ 
Et  lefeu  de  lafoudre  ^  celui  des  Enfers. 

While  the  Sixteen  wait  for  the  oracular  re- 
fponfe,  Heaven,  to  punifh  them,  confents 
to  give  a  tnie  one.  Sudden  lightnings  flafh, 
and  Henry  of  Bourbon  appears  riding  in  the 
chariot  of  vidlory, 

Au  milieu  de  cesfeuxy  Henri  briUant  degloire^ 
Apparait  a  leursyeux  fur  un  char  de  viQoire . .  • 
Et  Ufceptre  des  Rots  eclat  ait  dans  fa  main. 

Thunder  then  overturns  the  altar  and  dif- 
perfes  the  facrificers;  but  Clement,  neve];- 
thelefs,  flabs  Valois— In  Ariofto,  Difcord 
is  found  in  a  monailery.  This,  and  the 
part  (he  a6b,  are  copied  by  Voltaire.  The 
magical  facriiice  in  Camoens  is  alfo  imi- 
tated. But  though  the  machinery  of  Dif- 
cord, Fanaticifm,  &c.  in  the  Henriade  be 
dellitute  of  poetical  novelty,  it  is  ftrongly 
marked  with  an  originality  of  another  kind. 
The  allegorical  perfonages  are  drefled,  and 
aft,  in  the  very  bagatelle  of  conceit  and 
quaintnefs.  Jephtha's  Vow,  the  Death  of 
king  Charles  the  Firft,  and  the  other  exploits 
afcribed  to  Fanaticifm,  are  in  a  ilrange  fpi- 
rit  of  Je  nefcai  quoi^  knick-knack,  or  fchool- 


boy  compodtion:  in  that  fpirit,  perhaps, 
which  Shaftefbury  intended,  when  he  con- 
denmed  the  great  Milton  for  his  want  of 
the  fafhionahle  turn  of  modern  tuit.  In  the 
Orlando  Furiofo,  a  poem  much  in  the  fpirit 
of  Don  Quixote,  (atyrical  quaintnefs  and 
conceit,  indeed,  are  in  their  proper  place ; 
but  the  quaint  attempts  of  wit,  that  mere 
punning  in  poetical  painting,  with  which 
Voltaire  draws  his  Politique,  Fanaticifm, 
&c.  are  utterly  inconfiflent  with  Epic  fo- 
lemnity— -But  to  return  to  the  progrefs  of 
the  Henriade :  A  long  debate  enfues  m  Paris 
on  the  choice  of  a  long.  Henry  and  the 
army  attack  the  city,  and  are  on  the  point 
of  forcing  their  way  into  the  gates,  when  St. 
Louis  appears. 


du  profond  d*une  nue 


Vnfantome  eclatant  Je  prefente  a  fa  *uue, 

and  orders  Henry  to  flop ;  tells  him  he  was 
St.  Louis,  the  father  of  the  Bourbons,  his 
protedlor  and  fire,  reproves  him  for  defert* 
mg  the  faith,  and  foretells  his  advancement 
to  the  throne.  Thrice  Henry  tries  to  em- 
brace the  (hade  of  his  father,  but  in  vain. 
He  then,  as  commanded,  leaves  the  feige 
and  marches  to  Vincennes.  And  thus  all 
the  great  and  juft  defigns  of  the  war,  are 
abfurdly  fet  a  fide,  to  make  room  for  a  piece 
of  machinery  in  diredl  imitation  of  Homer 
and  Virgil.  The  difference  of  conduct, 
however,  mull  be  obferved.  Ulyffes  and 
Eneas,  in  great  didrefs  and  uncertainty,  are 
defirous  to  confult  the  fates,  and  are  favour- 
ed with  a  view  of  the  regions  of  the  dead, 
according  to  the  mythology  of  their  age^ 
By  thefe  interviews  their  diftrefles  are  aUe> 
viated,  and  their  future  condu^  i^  formed. 
And  thus  the  unity  of  each  poem  is  ad- 
mirably preferved.  Henry,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  abfurdly  driven  from  complete 
vidlory,  to  be  carried  through  heaven  and 
hell,  though  his  advancement  to  the.  throne, 
the  only  part  of  the  vifion  conneded  with 
the  intereft  of  the  poem,  had  been  already 
twice  foretold.  And  thus  the  Liai/on^  or 
connection  of  operations  necefiary  in  an 
Epic  Poem,  is  grofly  violated  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  Henriade. 

No  lefs  inferior  to  the  folemn  horror  of 
the  Odyflfcy,  and  fublime  poetry  of  the 
Eneid,  where  the  regions  of  the  dead  are 
defcribed,  is  the  poetical  colouring  of  the 
vifion  of  Henry.     This  will  foon  appear. 

While  he  remains  at  Vincennes,  whither 
he  fled  from  vi^ory,  and  to  do  what  no  critic 
y  2  can 
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can  poiGbly  guefs,  St.  Louis  fends  Sleep  and 
Hope  to  comfort  him.  The  Saint  appears 
to  him  in  a  dream,  crowns  him,  and  place- 
ing  him  bcfide  himfelf  in  a  chariot  of  light, 
they  traverfe  the  heavens  together ; 

Louis  en  ce  moment  frenantfon  diaiimi 
Sur  le  front  du  vainqueur  il  le  fofa  lui-meme :  — 
Vun  &  t autre  a  ces  mots  dans  un  char  de  lumien 
Des  Cieux  en  un  moment  traverjint  la  carriere. 

Then  pafling  the  fun  we  have  a  view  of  the 
worlds  around  him,  according  to  the  New- 
tonian fyflem,  in  poetical  colouring  a  very 
poor  imitation  of  the  Ptolemaic,  as  defcrib- 
ed  in  Camoens  *.    Henry  pafles, 

A  des  mvndes  <ti<verj  autour  de  lui /lottans"^^^ 

Then  they  come  to  fpace. 

Oil  la  matiere  nage^  &  que  Dieu  feul  emhraffe^ 
Sont  de  SoUilsfans  nombre,  &  des  mondts  Jans  Jin, 

He  then  comes,  where  the  ghoib  of  Brah* 
mins.  Bonzes,  Monks,  wild  Americans 
and  Mohammedans,  wait  the  hour  of  judg- 
ment. Here  he  makes  a  fpeech  of  twelve 
lines  on  the  falvation  of  Heathens  and  Chrif- 
tians.  A  voice,  which  ihakes  the  heavens 
tnd  makes  the  univerfe  groan,  anfwers  from 
the  throne  of  God.  Henry  is  then  carried 
by  a  whirlwind  to  an  abode,  the  abomin- 
able image  of  Chaos ; 

Vers  unjejour  informer  ar'tde^  affreux^  Jauvage^ 
D/toMtique  Cabos  abotninable  image. 

Hell  is  now  defcribed,  where  they  fee  the 
aflaflin  Clement.  Then  comes  an  Elyzium, 
where  St.  Louis  prefides  over  Charlemagne 
and  other  kings  and  heroes  of  France.  The 
palace  of  Deftiny  then  opens  its  hundred 
Drafs  gates,  and  Henry  is  reproved  by  St. 
Louis,  his  guide,  for  being  a  protefbmt. 
And  after  having  feen  fome  of  the  great 
men  of  France,  who  were  then  unborn,  the 
hero  awakes ;  and  thus  dofes  a  moft  fervilc 
uninventive  imitation  of  the  fixth  Eneid. 
Yet,  uninventive  as  it  is,  original  in  no- 
thing but  the  extravagance  about  the  fal- 


vation of  Bonzes  and  Bramins,  Marmontel 
has  not  fcrupled  to  pronounce  it,  <<  vautjeul 
toute  PlliaJet  worth  alone  all  the  Iliad." 

Hitherto  has  the  Henriade  been  without 
Liaijon,  The  real  a£don  has,  like  a  twound- 
tdfnake^  dragged  itsjlotv  length  along.  But 
fome  bufinefs  is  now  refumed.  The  eighth 
book  opens  with  the  confdion  of  the 
Leaguers,  who  neither  durft  degrade  nor 
crown  Mayenne;  when  Difcorde,  burfting 
from  a  cloud,  appears  in  a  luminous  chariot, 
and  infpires  their  courage ; 

La  Difcorde  a  finjlant  entr^owurant  une  nue, 
Sur  un  cbar  lumineux  Je  prejente  a  leur  *ime, 
Courage,  leur  dit  elle  ■ 

The  Spaniards  under  Egmont,  and  the 
Leaguers  under  Mayenne  prepare  for  war. 
Henry  advances  to  the  plains  of  Ivry. 
Difcorde  blows  her  infernal  trumpet  to  ani- 
mate the  Leaguers, 

Elle  vole  a  Uur  tete,  etja  houcbeJataU 
Fait  retentir  an  loin  fa  trompette  infernale. 
Par  eesfonj  trop  connus  d'AumaU  eft  excite, 
Aujfi  prompt  que  le  trait  dans  les  airs  emporti* 

This  battle  is  well  defcribed,  but  without 
originality.  Mayenne  and  the  Leaguers  are 
defeated.  St.  Louis,  furrounded  with  the 
fouls  of  the  other  Bourbons,  from  the  height 
of  the  firmament  obferves  how  Henry  will 
ufe  his  victory, 

—  du  baut  de  firmament 
Fint  contempkr  Henri  dans  cejameux  moment. 

and  the  refult  of  the  battle  is  like  a  newfpa- 
per  in  verfe.  Difcorde  goes  now  to  find  out 
Love.  And  the  ninth  book  opens  with  a 
defcription  of  his  temple.  A  defcription, 
where  one  might  have  expeded  original 
poetry  from  the  genius  of  Voltaire.  But 
twtxy  thine  is  contrary  here.  The  defcrip- 
tive  part  is  mod  hackneyed  common  place  ; 
every  expreflion  of  it  may  be  feledled  from 
Cowley's  poems.  Darts,  flames,  fighs, 
tears,  rapture  and  mifery,  are  huflled  to* 
gether,  and  then  flrung  in  verfe  without 
gradation,  withput  novelty.    The  reader  it 

entreated 


*  In  the  edition  of  London,  l^%^,  Vohairc  fecms  to  have  imiuted  the  celeAUl  fphcre  of  Camoeiu, 
He  fends  his  hero, 

Tama  ces  tonrhUhns,  que  tTune  mein  f/conie 
Difpqfa  rEternel  au  premier  jour  du  mondc, 
Kft  un  globe  eleve  dans  le  fdite  des  cieux 
Dont  re'cht  ft  derobe  a  nos  profanes  jcux. 

But  theft  whirlwinds  and  the  globe  where  the  Moft  High  creates  the  fplrits,  and  whither  they  are  returned 
by  death,  are  omitted  in  the  latter  editions.  The  citations  made  in  thb  Difl^rtation  are  taken  from  th« 
Gcjieva  edition  of  X768,  which  was  publiihcd  under  Ypltaire's  own  Uifpc^tion. 
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entreated  to  compare  the  Temple  of  Love 
in  Drydcn's  Palemon  and  Arcite  with  that 
in  the  Henriade ;  and  he  is  promifed  that 
he  will  find  them  as  different  as  mere  ver- 
ification is  from  real  poetry.  But  to  retnm 
to  the  feble  of  the  Henriade.  Love,  who 
by  the  bye  is  Difcord's  brother,  makes  a 
long  fpeech  about  Hercules  and  Cleopatra. 
He  then  flies  over  Troy,  and  other  places 
moft  famous  in  the  claffics,  and  arrives  ai 
laft  at  Iviy.  He  beholds  the  camp  as  his 
prey,  and  feels  an  inhuman  joy, 

V  Amour  fcMt  a  fa  'vue  wiejoie  inbutnaine. 

In  imitation  of  Virgil,  a  ftorm  is  raifed, 
which  drives  Henry  to  the  Chateau  of  the 
celebrated  Madam  D'Eftree,  where 

Sa  ifertu  VabcatdoHne^  ^  fin  ame  ettyvrii 
N^mmiy  tu  «wf/,  fCentend^  nt  cmnaU  qui  d*£fir/e. 

his  virtue  abandons  him,  and  his  intoxicated 
foul  loves,  fees,  hears,  and  knows  nothing 
but  d'Eftrcc."  The  danger  of  d'Eftr^'s 
virtue,  a  poor  fubaltem's  daughter,  is  thus 
pompoufly  bewailed : 

Contnunfoutvoirjigrandau^eut  fufaire  (TEflrii  f 
Par  uu  clarme  indomtahle  ette  etait  attiree ; 
EUe  avait  a  combattre,  en  ce  funefie  joury 
Sajiunejfei  fin  catur,  un  Heros^  &  r  Amour  ! 

u  e.  Againft  fo  great  power  what  could 
d'Eftree  do  ?  By  an  irrefiftible  charm  /he  was 
attra^d;  in  that  fatal  day  (he  had  to 
combat  her  youth,  her  heart,  a  hero*  and 
Love ! 

The  French,  indeed,  may  admire  this.  No 
nation  hut  them/tlves,  hoive^verf  could  hear 
fuch  impertinence.  What  would  be  thou|;ht 
of  an  Englilh  writer,  who  would  defcnbe 
the  firft  meeting  of  Charles  IL  and  Nell 
Gwynne,  or  Louis  XV.  and  Pompadour,  as 
an  incident  worthy  of  Epic  dignity  ?  The 
epiibde  of  Dido  afFords  no  defence  for  this 
parody  upon  it.  A  fugitive  prince,  mar-» 
ried  to  the  queen  of  a  powerkd  ftate,  is  as 
different  in  Epic  grandeur  from  the  amour 
of  Henry  with  a  Subaltern's  daughter,  as  are 
the  manners  of  the  age  of  Eneas  from  thofe 
of  the  days  of  the  French  Hero ;  as  dif- 
ferent as  the  true  dignity  of  Virgil  is  from 
the  French  complaijance  and  mock  dignity 
of  Madam  d'Eftrce.  During  the  amour  of 
Henry  all  is  in  danger ;  the  camp  is  all 
licentioufnefs, 

Ou  dufildat  vainqueur  iemforteVinfiUnce'-''^ 


But  St.  Louis  fends  the  genius  of  France  to 
put  this  to  rights.  The  genius  employs 
Momay,  the  Calvinift,  to  refcue  Henry 
from  the  fnares  of  Love.  And  this,  fa^a 
the  poet,  was  to  inftrud  us  that  reafon  was 
often  fufiicient  to  guide  us,  and  thus  Marcus 
Aurelius  and  Plato  are  a  difgrace  to  ChriiHans ; 

//  "s^addreJpeaMomajy  c^  etait  pour  nous  inftruiref 
^uefou^ent  la  raifinfiJU  a  nous  conduire  \ 
Atnfi  qW  elleguida  cbex  des  peupUs  ?€tfen$ 
MarC'Aur&i^  ou  PiateUy  la  bonte  dis  Cbrefient* 

Love,  however,  is  very  angry  at  this  choice^ 
but  Momay  defpifes  his  rage  and  his  charms, 

MatsMoma;  miprtfcdtfii  colhi^  &  fit  cbarmes. 

Difcorde,  in  the  meanwhile,  irritates  the  Lea- 
guers. Mornay  finds  the  king  and  his  miflrefs. 
The  kbg,  alhamed,  leaves  d'Eftree  and 
attacks  Paris.  The  battle  of  Ivry,  the  beft 
part  q{  the  whole  poem,  is  now  defcribed, 
but  is  as  like  Taffo,  as  the  clofeft  imitations 
of  Virgil  refemble  Homer.  In  book  X. 
Henry  returns  to  the  fiege,  is  juft  on  the 
point  of  taking  the  city,  when  ^e  angel  of 
France  Aops  him, 

S^uand  tAnge  de  la  trance^  appmfant/on  couroux^ 
Retintfin  bras  vainqueur,  &  fii/peuMtfis  coups* 

A  doe],  in  imitation  of  Homer,  Virgil  and 
TafTo,  between  d'Aumale  and  Turenne,  is 
now  defcribed.  This  is  greatly  admired  in 
France,  and  is  perhaps  the  firft  of  the  Hen- 
riade in  true  merit ;  but  it  is  alfo  a  clofe 
copy,  and  much  inferior  to  the  duels  of 
TaiTo.  A  black  cloud,  during  this  com* 
bat,  vomits  the  monfters  of  hell  over  Paris^ 

Cependantfur  Paris  s^ele*vait  un  nuage, 
^ifimbtait  apporter  le  tonnerre  ^forage ; 
SesJlancsnoirs&  brulans  tout-a-coup  entrowverts^ 
Vomijfent  dans  ces  Ueux  les  monfires  des  Enfers, 

Fanatidfm,  Difcorde,  and  dark  Politique 
with  falfe  heart  and  (quint  eye, 

LafimhrePohtiqueiaucaurfauXy^tctilloucke^-m 
And  the  dxmon  of  battles, 
DieuxenyvrhdefimgyDieux  dignesdes  LiguiurS'-^ 

all  fly  to  the  aid  of  d'Aumale.  But  the 
height  of  the  heavens  opens,  and  an  Angel 
de&nds  on  the  throne  of  the  air,  with  the 
olive  of  peace  in  one  hand,  and  the  fword 
of  God's  vengeance  in  the  other ; 

Foila  qu'att  mime  injlanty  du  baut  de  deux  ouverij, 
Un  Ange  eft  defieudufitr  le  trone  des  airs. 

The 
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The  infernal  monfters  are  difmayed  ;  then 

Pariff  li  Rot,  fArmSe^  &  tEnfer,  &  Us  Cieux, 
Swr  ce  combat  illufhre  avaiemjixi  lesjiux-"-^ 

t^arlsy  the  king,  the  army,  hell  and  heaven 
fix  their  eyes  on  the  illuftrioua  fight," 
d'Aumale  mh^  the  monfters  of  hell  groan> 
and  voices  are  heard  in  the  air, 

Ces  lugubra  accens  dam  Us  airs  s'^enOndirent-^ 

acknowledging  that  their  reign  is  pa(l. 
The  army  of  Henry  demand  leave  to  afl'ail 
Che  city,  but  St.  Louis  will  not  allow  it,  and 
Henry  a6ls  upon  a  fentiment  very  unworthy 
of  an  Epic  poem.  He  chufes  rather  to  re- 
duce the  city  by  famine,  as  a  method  more 
powerful  than  his  arms, 

llerMtquifans  affauis^fanscombais^fans  aUarmiSf 
La  difette  &  la /aim,  pins  fortes  queues  armes, 
Lui  Ifvrerasent  fans  peine  uh  peupU  tnanime. 

The  horrors  of  famine  are  now  defcribed  in 
lively  colours,  but  too  (hocking  to  incite 
any  one  to  a  fecond  reading.  The  befieeed 
are  willinj^  to  fubmit,  and  Henry  pronufes 
forgiveneis  and  mercy.  But  the  prieils  tell 
them  that  they  are  the  foldiers  of  God,  and 
that  a  tyrant  heretic  will  not  keep  his  word. 
And  by  the  prieibthey  are  ordered  to  de- 
fend their  temples  from  hb  herefy, 

Sau*vons  nos  tempUs  faints  defon  cuke  beretiqui. 

What  now  is  to  be  done  ?  The  &6tion  are 
again  outrageous,  and  the  befieged  may  eat 
one  another,  nay,  as  both  hiilory  anci  the 
poem  tell  us,  may  open  the  graves  in  the 
church-yards  for  food  %  ;  but  St.  Louis  will 
not  allow  Henry  to  take  the  city  b)r  force. 
What  muft  be  done  in  this  moft  admirable 

■  dignus  vindice  nodus  T 

why  truly  St.  Louis  muft  take  the  bufinefs 
upon  himfelf.    The  throne  of  God  is  now 
'  defcribed  in  twenty-four  lines,  and  here  St. 
Louis  approached, 

Le  pere  de  Bourbons  aftsjeuxfe  prSftnte, 
Et  lui  parle  en  ces  mots  d'une  voix  gemij/ante. 


In  his  fpeech  he  tells  the  Almighty,  that  if 
the  French  difobeyed  the  laws  of  heaven,  it 
was  on  purpofe  to  obey  them  ;  for  that  hia 
fon,  the  grand  Hearty  their  lawful  king, 
was  an  heretic.  His  converfion  is  therefor 
implored.  Of  this,  the  Eternal,  by  a  wofd 
of  nis  mouth,  aflures  St.  Louis, 

Par  un  mot  defa  boucbe  il  daigna  tafftirer^ 

Truth  then  defcends  from  the  height  of 
the  heavens  to  the  hero's  tents,. 

Dans  Us  tenies  du  Rot,  defcend  du  baut  des  cieux, 

Henry  then  turns  Roman  Catholic,  and  be- 
lieves in  the  dodtrine  of  Tranfubfbutiation  ; 
for  Truth, 

— ^»i  decouvre  un  Dieufous  un  pain,  qui  n'ejfflusm 

Then  St.  Louis,  with  an  olive  bough  in  hit 
hand,  defcends  from  the  height  of  the  hea- 
vens, and  leads  Henry  to  the  ramparts  of 
Paris,  which  open  at  his  call,  and  receive 
him  in  the  name  of  God  : 

Louis  dans  ce  moment ^  qui  combU  fes  foubrnts^ 
Louis  tenant  en  main  roU*ve  de  la  paix, 
Defcend  du  baut  du  Cieux  vers  Us  Heros  quUl  aimn 
Aux  remparts  de  Paris  il  U  conduit  lui-meme ; 
Les  remparts  ebr antes  s^entr^owvrent  a  fa  ^uoix  i 
11  entre  au  nom  de  Dieu,  qui  fait  regner  Us  Rois. 

And  thus  ends  the  Henriade;  a  poem  in 
every  refpedl  unworthy  of  the  name  of  Epic 
Every  reader  who  has  an  ear  muft  per- 
ceive how  diftant  from  the  dignity  of  Vir^ 
are  French  heroics,  even  in  the  hands  of 
Voltaire*.  .  The  condud  of  the  fohle  it 
not  Epic,  for  it  is  not  One.  The  ca- 
taflrophe  has  not  the  lead  dependance 
upon  the  long  epifode  of  the  journey  to 
England,  though  this  epifode  is  almoft  one 
third  of  the  whole  poem.  In  the  action 
there  is  no  gradation.  Henry  vanqiuihet 
his  foes,  but  St.  Louis  will  not  allow  him 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  vidlory.  Nothing  there- 
fore refults  from  the  real  a6lion,  but  contrary 
to  Homer  and  Virgil,  Al  l  is  left  to  the  ma- 
chineiy.  After  the  lon^  tale  which  Henry 
tells  Elizabeth,  the  real  adtion  or  fable 
would  fill  but  a  few  pages ;  £ye  parts  of  fix 

are 


I  They  ground  the  bones  of  the  dead  into  a  flour,  of  which  they  made  bread. 

*  The  old  monkilh  rhymes  of  friar  Badon, 

De  plan8u  cudo  metrum  cum  carmine  nudo, 
Rifum  retrudo,  cum  tafi  themate  ludo 

in  harmony  and  energy  are  hardly  inferior  to  many  paflagcs  of  the  {icnriade. 
the  fault  of  Voltaire ;  but  of  the  language. 


But  this  perhaps  is  \ 
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are  machinery,  a  machinery  the  moft  ridi- 
culous and  puerile  ever  adopted  by  the  heroes 
of  the  Lutrin,  If  any  French  critic  be 
offended  at  this,  let  hinv-renounce  his  ad- 
miration of  Boileau,  by  whom  the  machi- 
nery of  the  Henriade,  as  already  obferved, 
is  as  feverely  condemned,  as  if  he  had  writ- 
ten his  celebrated  critique  on  Epic  poetry 
on  purpofe  to  condemn  it.  However  fuperior 
Voltaire  may  be  in  the  other  wallcs  of  poetry, 
certain  it  is,  no  originality,  no  flrength  of 
colouring,  ihines  in  the  Henriade.  The 
following  lines,  faid  of  Momay,  are  ad- 
mired in  France  as  the  fineft  fublime, 

Mais  Une  permit  pas  a  fis  Jh'iquu  mains 
DefifoulUer  dufang  des  malbeureux  bumains, 
DefoH  Roifeulement  fon  ame  efl  occupie : 
Pour  fa  difenfefetde  il  a  tirel  epie ; 
Etjhn  rare  courage^  ennemi  des  combats^ 
Salt  affronter  la  mart,  &  tie  la  donne  pas. 

But  furely  that  cannot  be  the  true  fublime 
which  contains  the  true  abfurd.  Momay 
will  not  (lain  his  hands  with  human  blood. 
He  is  only  anxious  to  defend  his  king,  for 
his  defence  only  he  draws  his  fword.  "  His 
rare  courage,  enemy  to  battles,  knows  how 
to  dare  death  but  not  to  give  it ;"  that  is, 
Momay  is  earned  to  defend  his  king,  but 
he  will  kill  no  body  in  his  defence.  In  the 
heat  of  battle  he  only  parries  the  fwords 
which  attack  him.  The  enemy  may  return 
to  the  charge  in  a  moment ;  tiirce  or  four 
fwords  may  attack  the  kins;  a^.  a  time,  but 
Momay  will  not  leffen  their  number  or 
prevent  a  fecond  attack.  A  moft  excellent 
method,  indeed,  to  defend  one's  fovereign  ! 
Yet  fuch  is  the  mod  admired  beauty  in  the 

Henriade]:! Mr.  Locke  was  highly 

pleafed  with  the  epic  poems  of  Blackmore : 
And  there  are  a  race  of  critics,    of  Mr. 


Locke's  tafte,  who  admire  the  Henriade, 
who  call  it  All  Sen/e^  who  are  pleafed  with 
Difcorde  in  her  chariot,  and  La  Politique, 
fometimes  in  one  monk's  frock,  and  fome- 
times  in  another,  the  very  Dutch  ftyle  of 
panting ;  but  who  yet  decry  the  grand  per- 
lonnifications  of  Milton's  angels,  as  the  moft 
abfurd  and  bixarre  extravagance.  Nor  is 
their  refemblance  to  Locked  tafte  lefs  re- 
markable, than  the  likencfs  between  Black- 
more*8  Arthurs  and  the  Henriade.  That 
fenfe  which  is  admired  in  the  French  jpoem, 
abounds  in  the  Arthurs.  In  their  machinery 
of  Angeli  and  Souls  is  a  flrikin^  likenefs  ; 
the  fame  drain  of  common  place  defcription, 
the  fame  round  of  fervile  imitations,  the  fame 
idle  pretences  to  moderation  in  theology, 
and  fame  want  of  poetical  novelty,  charac- 
terife  the  Henriade  and  the  Ten  epic  poems 
of  Blackmore.  To  con  dilute  a  poem  wor- 
thy of  the  name  of  Epic  in  the  fhi6left  and 
hi^hed  fenfe,  fome  grand  charaderidics  of 
fu^edt  and  condud,  peculiarly  its  own,  are 
abfolutely  neceffary.  Of  all  the  modems, 
Camoens  and  Milton  have  alone  attained 
this  grand  peculiarity  in  an  eminent  degree. 
TafTo  has  fomething  of  it,  but  Voltatre  has 
not  the  lead  claim  to  this  effential  confti- 
tuent  of  a  real  Epic.  In  a  word,  let  our  cold- 
blooded critics  admire  him  as  they  pleafe, 
the  total  want  of  originality,  both  in  the 
circumilances  and  poetical  colouring,  the 
want  of  that  connexion  and  gradation  ne- 
ceffary to  the  Epic  unity  ;  the  deficiency  of 
grandeur,  the  idle  fpirit  of  theological  nib-, 
bltng  about  Placo,  Bramins,  and  Bonzes, 
which  runs  through  the  whole  ;  zxi^fuch  a 
macbineryj  all  combine  to  vindicate  the  man 
who  is  bold  enough  to  pronounce  that  France 
has  "as  yet  no  Epic  poem,  though  Voltaire 
has  written  the  Henriade. 


\  Voltaire  informs  us,  that  the  jiidicious  Critics,  with  whom  France  abounds,  defpiTe  the  Pandemonium 
of  Milton,  and  cannot  bear  his  Death  and  Sin.  He  tells  us  that  we  know  not  what  angels  are,  and  there-' 
fore  cannot  be  InterelUd  for  them ;  and  that  it  is  abfurd  to  arm  fpirits  with  fwords,  for  they  cannot 
hurt  each  other  with  them.  For  thefe  reafbns,  he  fays,  the  battle  of  the  angels  appears  to  the  judicious 
French  critics  as  void  of  tade,  verifimilitude,  or  reafbn.— ^->Bnt  let  the  reputation  of  Voltaii'e  be  as  high  as 
it  will,  who  can  forbear  to  call  this  criticifm  an  utter  ignorance  of  the  fpirit  of  poetry.  It  is  true  w« 
know  neither  the  form  nor  the  arms  of  an  angcL  But  what  then,  in  the  name  of  all  the  Muies  ?  Will 
not  true  poetry  perfonnify  them  in  the  manner  of  a  Milton  ?  Mud  Dilcorde  have  a  trumpet  and  ride 
about  in  a  chariot ;  and  mud  not  Milton  arm  a  warrior  angel  \^th  a  fword !  Mud  the  pafHons  be  per- 
fonnified,  and  mud  not  an  angel  be  represented  as  the  mod  graceful  figure  !  But  this  needs  no  enforce- 
ment  That  nation  which  can  condemn  the  peribnnifications  of  Milton,  and  admire  thoie  of  the  Hen- 
riade, Wiighly  merit  the  chara^r  which  Voltaire  tells  us  (Gener.  Edit.  vol.  I.  p.  314.)  Monfieur  Ma- 
lexieux,  in  convcrfation  with  himfclf,  gave  them— "  Z^j  fVtfWfW  iiW />Ji /fl/tf/^^jfi^off— The  Frcnck 
bave  not  heads  for  Epic  Poetry." 
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ARMS  and  the  Heroes,  who  from  Lifbon's  fhore;^ 
Thro'  Seas  ^  where  fail  was  never  fpread  before. 
Beyond  where  Ceylon  lifts  her  fpicy  breaft, 
And  waves  her  woods  above  the  watery  wafte. 


^  Tbt  Lufiad ;  in  the  originalf  Os  Lufi* 
aduy  The  Lufiads^  from  £e  Latin  name 
of  Portugal,  derived  from  Lufus  or  Lyfas, 
the  companion  of  Bacchus  in  his  travels, 
and  who  fettled  a  cc^ony  in  Lufitania.  See 
Plin.  1.  iii.  c.  i . 

^  nro*  Seas  ivbere  fail  tvas  never  fprtad 
^«^r/<— M.  Dupenwn  de  Caftera,  who  has 
given  a  French  profe  tranflation,  or  rather 
para{>hrafe  of  the  Luiiad,  has  a  long  note 
on  this  pafTage,  wliich  he  tells  us,  muft  not 
be  underilood  literally.  Our  author,  he 
(aya,  could  not  be  ignorant  that  the  African 
and  Indian  Oceans  had  been  navigated  before 


the  times  of  die  Portugueie.  The  Phoeni- 
cians whofe  fleets  paifed  the  ftraits  of  Gib- 
raltar, made  frequent  voyages  in  thefe  feai, 
though  they  carefully  concealed  the  courfe 
of  their  navigation  that  other  nations  might 
not  become  partakers  of  their  lucrative  traf- 
fic. It  is  certain  that  Solomon,  and  Hiram 
king  of  Tyre,  fent  ihips  to  the  Eaft  by  the 
Red  Sea.  It  is  alfo  certain  that  Hanno  a 
Carthaginian  captun  made  a  voyafi;e  round 
the  whole  coafl  of  Africa,  as  is  evi^t  from 
the  hiftory  of  the  expedition,  written  bv 
himfelf  in  the  Punic  language ;  a  Greek 
tranilation  of  which  is  now  extant.    Be- 

fidesy 
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Book  I. 


VTith  prowcfs  more  than  htiflMih  forced  thek  way 

To  the  fair  kingdoms  of  the  rifing  day : 

What  wars  they  wag'd,  what  feas,  what  dangers  paft, 

What  glorious  Empire  crownM  their  toils  at  laft, 

Vcnt'rous  I  fmg,  on  foaring  pinions  borne, 

'  And  all  my  Country's  wars  the  fong  adorn  -, 


fides,  Winy*  Pomponiiw  MWa,  Ptolom^and 
Strabo,  aflurc  us,  diat  Mozambic  and  the  ad- 
jacent iflands  and  fome  parts  of  India  were 
known  to  the  Romans  ;  and  thcfe  words  of 
Macrobius,  SeJ  nee  monftruofis  carnibus  ah- 
ftinetii^  infer entes  poculis  Ufticulos  Caftorum 
et  ^venenata  corpora  Fiperarum '^j^uibus  ad- 
mi/cetis  quidquid  India  nutrity  fumcicnfTy 
prove  that  they  carried  on  a  confiderable 
traffic  with  the  P'aft.  From  all  which,  fays 
M.  Caftcra,  we  may  conclude  that  the  Por- 
tugucfc  were  rather  the  Reftorers  than  the 
Difcovercrs  of  the  navigation  to  the  Indies. 

In  this  firft  book,    and  throughout  the 
whole  Poem,  Camoens  frequeritly  defcribes 
his  Heroes  as  paffing  through  feas  which  had 
ne\'cr  before  been  navigated ;  and 
:lue  Jo  dot  feyos  focas  J'e  na*vega. 
Where  but  Sea-manjltrs  cut  the  'wa'ves  before. 

TJiat  this  fuppofition  afforded  our  author  a 
number  of  poetical  ima^ies^  and  adds  a  fo- 
Icmn  grandeur  to  his  fubjed,  might  perhaps 
with  M.  Caftera  be  efleemed  a  fufficient  a- 
pology  for  the  poetical  licence  in  fuch  a  vio- 
lation of  hiftorical  truth.  Yet  whatever  li- 
l>erties  an  Eoic  or  Tragic  Pbet  may  com- 
/nendably  take  in  embellifhing  the  adions 
fff  hi«  heroes,  an  af&rtion  relating  to  thie 
icent  where  his  Poem  opens,  if  fedfe>  mud 
Iju  r(|ualiy  ridiculous  as  to  call  Vefpailan  the 
lirU  who  had  ever  affumed  the  title  of 
(  :k\m.  But  it  will  be  found  that  Camoens 
fill*  not  fallen  into  fucK  abfurdity.  The 
|*i»rni  htK-ns  with  a  defcription  of  the  Lufi- 
111111411  flfct;  ftftcr  having  doubled  the  Cape 
III  I  li»|'«.  "riving  about  in  the  great  Ethio- 
iMnnlHritni  fo  f;ir  from  land  that  it  required 
ihv  i>«ilo  ''t  ''^^  Gods  to  condud  it  to 
l(«i\f  hol|»i«itLiI«r  ihorc.  Therefore,  though 
^  VI  %vvtiiiii  tliat  the  Phcsnicians  pa/led  the 
\^j.M  •/fi'M  of  the  ancients;  though  it  is 
Mf  ihrv  triitled  on  the-coaH  ofCom- 


wait,*.  «nd  the  iflcs'c/  Scilly ;  thcngk  tKere 
is  fome  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Madeinu 
and  Carribees  were  known  to  them ;  and 
though  it  has  been  fuppofed  that  fome  of 
their  (hips  might  have  been  driven  by  ftorm 
to  the  Brazils  or  North- America ;  yet  there 
is  not  the  leafl  foundation  in  hiflory  to  fup- 
■  •  -pofe  that  ftcy  TrtRlcd-to  the  Indies  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  There  is  rather  a 
demonilration  of  the  contrary;  for  it  is 
certain  they  carried  on  their  traffic  with 
the  Eaft,  by  a  much  nearer  and  fafer  way^ 
by  the  tWo  ports  of  Elath  and  Eziongeber 
on  the  Red  Sea.  Neither  is  it  known  in 
what  particular  part,  whether  in  the  Perfian 
gulph,  or  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  the  Tarfhiih 
ancl  Ophir  of  the  ancients  are  iituated. 
Though  it  is  certain  that  Hanno  doubled 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  is  alfo  equally 
certain  that  his  vovaee  was  merely  a  coiftine 
one,  like  that  of  Nearchus  in  Alexander^ 
time,  -and  that  he  never  ventured  into  the 
great  Ocean,  or  went  fo  far  as  Gama.  The 
citation  from  Macrobius  proves  nothing  et 
all  relative  to  the  point  in  queflion,  for  it  b 
■certain  that  the  Romans  received  the  Mer- 
chandife  of  India  by  the  way  of  Syria  and 
the  Mediterranean,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  Venetians  imported  die  commodities  of 
the  Eaft  from  Alexandria  before  the  dif- 
covcries  of  the  Portuguefc.  It  remains, 
therefore,  that  Gama,  who  failed  by  the 
Compafs,  after  having  gone  further  than 
his  cotemporary  Bartholomew  Diaz,  was 
literally  the  firft  who  ever  fprcad  fail  in  the 
great  foucherr.  Ocean,  and  that  the  Porto- 
guefe  were  not  the  Reftorers,  but  literally 
the  Difcovercrs  of  the  prefent  rout  of  Na^ 
vigation  to  the  Eaft  Indies. 

^  And  all  my  Country* s  qy/ir/.— He  in- 
terweaves artfully  the  hiftory  of  Portugal. 
^Voltaire. 

What 
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What  Kings,  what  Heroes  of  my  native  land 
Thunder'd  on  Afia's  and  on  Afric's  ftrand : 
Jlluftrious  fhades,  who  leveU'd  in  the  duft 
The  idol-temples  and  the  fhrines  of  lull; 
And  where,  erewhile,  foul  demons  were  rever'd, 
•*  To  Holy  Faith  unnumbered  altars  rear'd  : 
lUuftrious  names,  with  deathlefs  laurels  crown'd^ 
While  time  rolls  on  in  every  clime  renown'd ! 


Let  Fame  with  wonder  name  the  Greek  no  more, 
What  lands  he  faw,  what  toils  at  fea  he  bore ; 
Nor  more  the  Trojan's  wandering  voyage  boaft. 
What  ftorms  he  brav'd,  how  driven  on  many  a  coafl:: 


^  To  Holy  Faith  unnumbered  ahars  reared, 

In  no  period  of  Hiftory  does  Haman 

Nature  appear  with  mSe  (hiDeking,  mOfc 
diabolical  features  than  in  the  wars  of  Cor^ 
tez,  and  the  Spanilh  Cohqueitn's  of  South 
America.  To  the  immortal  honour  of  the 
Portuguefe  Difcoverers,  their  conduft  was  in 
every  refpe6b  the  reverfe.  To  eftablifh  a 
traffic  equally  advantageous  to  the  native^ 
as  to  themfelves,  was  the  motive  on  whidi 
they  adted ;  the  ftrifteft  honour,  and  that  hu- 
manity which  is  ever  infeparable  from  true 
bravery,  prefided  over  their  tranfadlions ; 
nor  did  they  ever  proceed  to  hoftilities  till 
provoked,  either  by  the  open  violence  or  by 
the  perfidy  of  the  Natives.  Their  honpur  was 
admired,  and  their  friendfliip  courted  by  the 
Indian  Princes.  To  mention  no  more,  the 
name  of  Gama  was  dear  to  them,  and  the 
great  Albuquerque  was  beloved  as  a  father, 
and  his  memory  honoured  with  every  token 
of  afFcftion  and  refped  by  the  people  and 
princes  of  India,  though  his  conquefts  in  the 
Eaft  were  fo  great,  that  hb  Countrymen, 
without  offering  any  injury  to  the  fame  of 
Alexander,  compared  him  to  that  renowned 
Hero.  It  was  owing  to  this  fpirit  of  honour 

B 


and  humanity,  which  in  the  heroical  days  of 
Portugal  charafterifed  that  nation,  that  the 
religion  of  the  Portuguefe  was  eagerly  em- 
braced by  many  kings  and  provinces  of  Af- 
rica and  Itidia;  while  the  Mexicans  with 
manly  difdain  rejeded  the  faith  of  the  Spa- 
niards, profeffinjg  they  would  rather  go  to 
hell  to  efcape  thefe  cruel  Tyrants,  than  go 
to  heaven,  where  they  we^re  told,  they 
would  meet  them.  Zeal  for  the  Chriftian 
religion  wafe  cfteeraed,  at  the  time  of  the 
Portuguefe  grandeur,  as  the  nloft 'cardinal 
Virtue,  and-  to  propagate  Chriflianity"  and 
extirpate  Mohanmiedilm  were  the  moft  cer- 
tain proofs  of  that  zeal.  In  all  their  e^qie^ 
ditions  this  wai  profeiTedly  a  principal  mo- 
tive of  the  Lufitanian  Monarchs,  and  Ca- 
mocns  underftood  the  nature  of  Epic  poetry 
too  well  to  omit,  That  the  defign  of  his 
Hero  was  to  divulge  the  Law  of  heavert,  a 
circumftance  which  gives  a  noble  air  of  im- 
portance to  his  Subjeft.  To  take  notice  (^ 
the  vafl  fuccefs  of  the  Portuguefe  in  propa- 
gating their  religion,  a  fuccefs  fo  different 
froni  that  of  our  modem  miffionaries,  is  a 
ncccffary  Elucidation  of  this,  and  of  fev^ral 
other  paflages  of  the  Lufiad. 

2  No 


4  THE        LUSIAD.  Book  I. 

No  more  let  Rome  exult  in  Trajan's  name, 
Nor  eaftern  conquefts  Ammon's  pride  proclaim ; 
A  nobler  Hero's  deeds  demand  my  lays 
Than  e'er  adorn'd  the  fong  of  ancient  days, 
Illuftrious  Gama,  whom  the  waves  obey'd. 
And  whofe  dread  fword  the  fate  of  Empire  fway'd. 

And  you,  fair  Nymphs  of  Tagus,  parent  ftream, 
If  e'er  your  meadows  were  my  paftoral  theme, 
While  ybu  have  liften'd,  and  by  moonfhine  feen 
My  footfteps  wander  o'er  your  banks  of  green, 
O  come  aufpicious,  and  the  fong  infpire 
With  all  the  boldnefs  of  your  Hero's  fire : 
Deep  and  majeftic  let  the  numbers  flow, 
And,  rapt  to  heaven,  with  ardent  fury  glow. 
Unlike  the  verfe  that  fpeaks  the  lover's  grief. 
When  heaving  fighs  afford  their  foft  relief. 
And  humble  reeds  bewail  the  ftiepherd's  pain : 
But  like  the  warlike  trumpet  be  the  drain 
To  roufe  the  Hero's  rage,  and  far  around. 
With  equal  powers,  your  warriors'  deeds  refound. 

And  thou,  '  O  bom  the  pledge  of  happier  days. 
To  guard  our  freedom  and  our  glories  raife, 

'  King  Sebaftian,  who  came  to  the  throne  like  Virgirs  Pollio,  had  not  the  happinefs  to 
in  his  minority.  Though  the  warm  ima-  fulfil  the  prophecy.  His  endowmcnu  and 
gination  of  Camoens  anticipated  the  praifes  cnterprifing  genius  promised  indeed  a  glo- 
•f  the  future  Hero,  the  young  monarch,       nous  reign.    Ambitious  of  military  lanrelf, 

he 
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Given  to  the  world  to  fpread  religion's  /way. 
And  pour  o'er  many  a  land  the  mental  day. 
Thy  future  honours  on  thy  fhield  behold. 
The  crofs,  and  viflor's  wreath,  emboft  in  gold : 


he  led  a  powerful  army  into  Africa,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  replace  Muley  Hamet  on  the  throne 
of  Morocco,  from  which  he  had  been  de- 
pofed  by  Muley  Molucco.  On  the  4th  of 
Augufl,  1578,  in  the  25th  year  of  his  aee, 
he  gave  battle  to  the  Ufurper  on  the  plains 
of  Alcazar.  This  was  that  memorable  en- 
gagement, to  which  the  Moorifli  Emperor, 
extremely  weakened  by  ficknefs,  was  carried 
in  his  litter.  By  the  impetuofity  of  the  at- 
tack, the  firft  line  of  the  Moorifh  infantry 
was  broken,  and  the  fecond  difordered. 
Muley  Molucco  on  this  mounted  his  horfe, 
drew  his  fabre,  and  would  havre  put  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  his  troops,  but  was  piWented 
by  his  attendants.  On  this  adt  of  violence, 
his  emotion  of  mind  was  fo  great  that  he 
fell  from  his  horfe,  and  one  of  his  guards 
having  caught  him  in  his  arms,  conveyed 
him  to  his  Utter,  where,  putting  his  finger 
on  his  lips  to  enjoin  them  filence,  he  im- 
mediately expired.  Hamet  Taba  flood  by 
the  curtains  01  thecarriage,opened  them  from 
time  to  time,  and  gave  out  orders  as  if  he 
had  received  them  from  the  Emperor.  Vic- 
tory declared  for  the  Moors,  and  the  defeat 
of  the  Portuguefe  was  fo  total,  that  not 
above  fifty  of  their  whole  army  efcaped. 
Hieron  de  Mendo9a,  and  Sebaftian  de  Mefa 
relate,  that  Don  SebalHan,  after  having  two 
horfes  killed  under  him,  was  furrounded  and 
taken  ;  but  the  party  who  had  fecured  him 
Quarrelling  among  themfelves  wkofe  pri- 
ioncT  he  was,  a  Moorifh  officer  rode  np  and 
(buck  the  King  a  blow  over  the  right  eye 
which  brought  him  to  the  ground ;  when, 
defpairing  of  ranfom,  the  others  killed  him. 
Faria  y  Soufa,  an  exa£t  and  judicious  hif- 
torian  reports,  that  Lewis  de  Brito  meeting 
the  King  with  the  royal  fhmdard  wrapped 
round  him,  Sebaftian  cned  out,. <<  Hold  it 
**  faft,  let  us  die  upon  it."  Brito  affirmed, 
that  after  he  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner,  he 
faw  the  King  at  a  diflance  unpurfued.  Don 
Lewis  de  Lima  afterwards  met  him  making 


towards  the  river ;  and  this,  fays  the  hif- 
torian,  was  the  lall  time  he  was  ever  feen 
alive.  About  twenty  years  after  this  ^tal 
defeat  there  appeared  a  flranger  at  Venice, 
who  called  himfelf  Sebaftian,  King  of  Porta- 

fal,  whom  he  fo  perfedlly  refemblcd,  that  the 
ortuguefe  of  that  city  acknowledged  him 
for  their  Sovereign.  Philip  II.  of  Spain  was 
now  Mafter  of  the  crown  and  kingdom  of 
Portugal.  His  ambaffador  at  Venice  charged 
this  flranger  with  many  attrocious  crimes* 
and  had  intereft  to  get  him  apprehended  and 
thrown  into  prifon  as  an  impoftor.  He  un- 
derwent twenty-eight  examinations  before  a 
committee  of  the  nobles,  in  which  he  clearly 
acquitted  himfelf  of  alt  the  crimes  that  had 
been  laid  to  his  charge ;  he  gave  a  diftinA 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
paffed  his  time  from  the  fatal  defeat  at  Al- 
cazar. It  was  objefted,  that  the  fucceflbr  of 
Muley  Molucco  fent  a  corps  to  Portugal 
which  had  been  owned  as  that  of  the  King 
by  the  Portuguefe  nobility  who  furvived  the 
battle.  To  this  he  replied,  that  his  valet  de 
chambre  had  produced  that  body  to  ^cilitate 
his  cfcape;  and  that  the  nobility  aded  upon 
the  fame  motive,  and  Mefa  and  Baena  con- 
fefs,  that  fome  of  the  nobility,  after  their 
return  to  Portugal,  acknowledged,  that  the 
corps  was  fo  disfigured  with  wounds  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  know  it.  He  fhewed  na- 
tural marks  on  his  body,  which  many  re- 
membered on  the  perfon  of  the  King  whofe 
name  he  affumed.  He  entered  into  a 
minute  detail  of  the  tranfadlions  that  had 
pafTed  between  himfelf  and  the  republic, 
and  mentioned  the  fecrets  of  fever al  conver- 
fations  with  the  Venetian  ambaifadors  in  the 
palace  of  liiibon.  The  Committee  were 
aftonifhed,  and  fhewed  no  difpofition  to  de- 
clare him  an  Impoftor;  the  Senate  however  . 
refufed  to  difcufs  the  great  point,  unlcfs  re- 
queftcd  by  fome  Prince  or  State  in  alliance 
with  them.  This  generous  part  was  per- 
formed by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  an 

exa- 
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At  thy  commanding  frown  we  truft  to  fee. 

The  Turk  and  Arab  bend  the  fuppliant  knee  : 

*  Beneath  the  morn,  dread  King,  thine  Empire  lies, 

When  midnight  veils  thy  Lufitanian  Ikies  ; 

And  when  defcending  in  the  weftern  main 

^  The  fun  ftill  rifes  on  thy  lengthening  reign : 


examination  was  made  with  great  folcmnity, 
but  no  decifion  followed,  only  the  Senate 
fet  him  at  liberty,  and  ordered  him  to  depart 
their  dominions  in  three  days.  In  his  flight 
he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  conduced  him  to  Naples,  where  they 
treated  him  with  the  mod  barbarous  indig- 
nities. After  they  had  often  expofed  him, 
mounted  on  an  afs,  to  the  cruel  infults  of 
the  brutal  mob,  he  was  (hipped  on  board  a 
galley  as  a  flave.  He  was  then  carried  to 
bt.  Lucar,  from  thence  to  a  caftle  in  the 
heart  of  Caftile,  and  never  was  heard  of 
more.  The  firmnefs  of  his  behaviour,  his 
Angular  modcfly  and  heroical  patience,  are 
mentioned  with  admiration  by  Lc  Clede. 
To  the  laft  he  maintained  the  truth  of  his 
aflcrtions  ;  a  word  never  flipt  from  his  lips 
which  might  countenance  the  charge  of  Ini- 
poftore,  or  juflify  the  cruelty  of  his  perfe- 
cutors.  All  Europe  were  aftonifhed  at  the 
Miniftry  of  Spain,  who,  by  their  method  of 
conducing  it,  had  made  an  affair  fo  little 
to  their  credit,  the  topic  of  general  conver- 
Iktion  ;  and  their  afTcrtion,  that  the  unhap- 
py fufferer  was  a  magician,  was  looked 
upon  as  a  tacit  acknowledgement  of*  the 
truth  of  his  pretenfions. 

8  Portugal,  when  Camoens  wrote  his  Lu- 
fiad,  was  at  the  zenith  of  its  power  and 
fplendor.  The  glorious  fuccefTes  which  had 
attended  the  arms  of  the  Portugucfe  in 
Africa,  had  gained  them  the  highefl  mili- 
tary reputation.  Their  fleets  covered  the 
Ocean.  Their  dominions  and  fettlements 
extended  along  the  weftern  and  eaftem  fides 
of  the  vaft  African  continent.  From  the 
Red  Sea  to  China  and  Japan  they  were  folc 
matters  of  the  riches  of  the  Eaft ;  and  in 
America,  the  fertile  and  exteofive  regions  of 


Brazil  completed  their  Empire.  It  Is  not 
therefore  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  ima- 
gination of  Camoens  was  wanned  with  the 
view  of  his  Country's  greatnefs,  and  that 
he  talks  of  its  power  and  grandeur  in  a 
ftrain,  which  muft  appear  as  mere  hyperbole 
to  thofe  whofe  ideas  of  Portugal  are  drawn 
from  its  prefent  diminiflied  ftate.  After  the 
defeat  of  Don  Sebaftian  at  Alcazar,  which 
was  t^e  flrft  ftep  of  the  declenfion  of  the 
Portuguefe  erandeur,  his  uncle  Cardinal  £n- 
ricus  afccnded  the  throne;  but  he  dying 
after  a  reign  of  two  years,  Philip  11.  of 
Spain  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  kingdom 
of  Portugal,  which  remained  under  the 
Spani/h  yoke  for  about  iixty  years.  During 
this  period,  the  Dutch  poflefled  themfelves 
of  the  befl  Portuguefe  fettlements  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  in  Africa  and  America ;  and  thus, 
a  fudden  evening  interrupted  the  grandeur 
of  the  Portuguefe :  So  jufl  is  the  obferva- 
tion  of  Goluimith, 

That  Trade's  proud  Empire  hafles  to  fwift 

decay, 
As  Ocean  fweeps  the  laboured  mole  away  ; 
While  felf-depcndent  power  can  time  defy. 
As  rocks  refifl  the  billows  and  the  fky. 

May  the  Eneliih  Eaft  India  Company.,  in 
the  midft  of* their  fuccefTes,  remember  the 
fate  of  their  prcdeccfTors,  and  ever  be  guarded 
againft  that  politic  people,  who,  according 
to  the  principles  on  which  they  have  always 
n£led,  would  take  the  fame  advantages  of 
the  weaknefs  of  England,  which  heretofore 
they  took  of  the  diftrefles  of  Portugal  ! 

^  The  Sun — Imitated  perhaps  from  Ruti- 
lius,  fpeaking  of  the  Roman  Empire, 

Fol'vitur  ipfe  tibi^  qui  confphli  omnla^Pbahui^ 
Atque  tms  tftoj  in  tua  condit  equos. 

or 
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Thou  blooming  SciMi  of  the  nobleft  ftem. 

Our  nation's  fafety,  and  our  age's  gem, 

O  young  Sebaftian,  haften  to  the  prime 

Of  manly  youth,  to  Fame's  high  temple  climb : 

Yet  now  attentive  hear  the  Mufe's  lay 

While  thy  green  years  to  manhood  fpeed  away : 

The  youthful  terrors  of  thy  brow  fufpend, 

And,  O  propitious,  to  the  fong  attend. 

The  numerous  fong,  by  Patriot^affion  fir'd. 

And  by  the  glories  of  thy  race  infpir'd :  - 

To  be  the  Herald  of  my  Country's  fame 

My  firft  ambition  and  my  deareft  aim : 

Nor  conquefts  fabulous,  nor  a£bions  vain. 

The  Mufe's  paftime,  here  adorn  the  ftrain : 

Orlando's  fury,  and  Rugero's  rage, 

And  all  the  heroes  of  th'  Aonian  page, 

Thh  dreams  of  Bards  furpafs'd  the  world  (hall  view. 

And  own  their  boldeft  fiftions^  may  be  true ; 

Surpafs'd,  and  dimm'd  by  the  fuperior  blaze 

Of  Gama's  mighty  deeds,  which  here  bright  Truth  di^lays. 

Nor  more  let  Hiftory  boail  her  heroes  old. 

Their  glorious  rivals  here,  dread  Prince,  behold  : 

Here  fhine  the  valiant' Nunio's  deeds  unfeign'd, 

Whofe  fmgle  arm  the  falling  ftate  fuftain'd  -, 

or  more  probably  from  thefc  lines  of  Bu-        Jnque  tuts  Phcebus  regnis  orienfque  caaenjqut 
chanan,  addrcfled  to  John  HI.  king  of  For--  Fix  longumfijfo  condtret  axe  diem, 

tugal,  the  grand  father  of  Sebaftian.  Et  qua^cunque 'vago  fe  circum'vol'vit  Olympo 

Affulget  ratibus  flamma  mini  fir  a  tuis. 

Here 
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Here  fearlefs  Egas'  wars,  and,  Fuas,  thine, 
To  give  full  ardour  to  the  fong  combine; 
Rut  ardour  equal  to  your  martial  ire 
Demands  the  thundering  founds  of  Homer's  lyre. 
'  *  To  match  the  Twelve  fo  long  by  Bards  renowned. 
Here  brave  Magrizo  and  his  Peers  are  crown'd  '^^ 

(A  glorious  Twelve!)  with  deathlefs  laurels,  won  f 

In  gallant  arms  before  the  Engliih  throne.  J 

Unmatched  no  more  the  Gallic  Charles  (hall  (land. 
Nor  Caefar's  name  the  firft  of  praife  command : 
Of  nobler  a6ls  the  crown'd  Alphonfos  fee,  I 

Thy  valiant  Sires,  to  whom  the  bended  knee 
Of  vanquifh'd  Afric  bow'd.    Nor  lefs  in  fame, 
He  who  confin'd  the  rage  of  civil  flame, 
The  godlike  John,  beneath  whofe  awful  fword 
Rebellion  crouch'd,  and  trembling  own'd  him  Lord. 
Thofe  Heroes  too,  who  thy  bold  flag  nnfurl'd. 
And  fpread  thy  banners  o'er  the  eaftem  world, 
Whofe  fpears  fubdued  the  kingdoms  of  the  morn. 
Their  names,  and  glorious  wsurs  the  fong  adorn  : 
The  daring  Gama,  whofe  unequal'd  name 
Proud  monarch  ftiines  o'er  all  of  naval  fame : 
Caftro  the  bold,  in  arms  a  peerlefs  knight. 
And  fl:ern  Pacheco,  dreadful  in  the  fight*: 

^  To  match  the  Twehi  /o  long  hy  Bards       the  Epifode  of  Magrizo  and  his  eleven  com- 
reno'wn'd^Thc  Twelve  Peers  of  France,        panions,  fee  the  fixth  Lufiad. 
efcen  mentioned  in  the  old  Romances.    For  .  \ 

The 
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The  two  Almeydas,  names  for  ever  dear. 
By  Tago's  nymphs  embalm'd  with  many  a  tear  i 
Ah,  ftill  their  early  fate  the  nymphs  fhall  mourn, 
And  bathe  with  many  a  tear  their  h^lefs  urn : 
Nor  fhall  the  godlike  Albuquerk  reilrain  - 
The  Mufe's  fury ;  o'er  the  purpled  plain 
The  Mitfe  fhall  lead  him  in  his  thundering  car 
Amidft  his  glorious  brothers  of  the  war, 
Whofe  fame  in  arms  refounds  from  fky  to  fky, 
And  bids  their  deeds  the  power  of  death  defy. 
And  while,  to  thee,  I  tune  the  duteous  lay, 
AfTume,  O  potent  King,  thine  Empire's  fway ; 
With  thy  brave  hoft  through  Afric  march  along, 
And  give  new  triumphs  to  immortal  fong : 
On  thee  with  eamefl  eyes  the  nations  wait, 
And  cold  with  dread  the  Moor  expefls  His  fate ; 
The  barbarous  Mountaineer  on  Taurus'  brows 
To  thy  expected  yoke  his  fhoulder  bows  ; 
To  thee,  fair  Thetis  yields  her  blue  domain. 
And  binds  her  daughter  with  thy  nuptial  chain  ; 
And  from  the  bowers  of  heaven  thy  Grandfires  ^  fee 
Their  various  virtues  bloom  afrefh  in  thee ; 
One  for  the  joyful  days  of  Peace  renowned. 
And  one  with  War's  triumphant  laurels  crown'd : 

^nyGran^JtrdS'-JohnUl.  KingofPortu-        and  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  who  was  cil*^ 
^9],  celebrated  for  a  long  and  peaceful  reign ;        gaged  in  almoft  continual  wars, 

C  With 
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With  joyful  hands,  %9  dsok  tby^maniy  brow, 
They  twine  the  laurel  jmd  th^  olive-nbough; 
With  joyful  eyes  a  gloxiowfe  throne  they  fee. 
In  Fame's  eternal  dome,  afeferv'd '  foe  thee. 
Yet  while  thy  youthful,  hand  delays  to  wield 
The  fcepter'd  power,  or  thunder -qf  the  fiel4. 
Here  view  thine  Argonauts,  inieas  unknown, 
And  all  the  terrors  of  .the. burning  zone. 
Till  their  proud  ftandjirds,   reac'd  in  other  flcies. 
And    all  their  conquefts  meet  thy  wondering  •  eyes. 

Now  far  from  land,  o'er  Neptune's  dread  abode 
The  Lufitanian  fleet  triumphant  rode  j 
Onward  they  traced  the  wide  and  lonefome  main. 
Where  changeful  Proteus  leads  his  fcaly  traiaj 
The  dancing  vanes  before  the  Zephyrs  flow'd. 
And  their  bold  keels  the  traftlefs  Ocean  plow'd; 
Unplow'd  before,  the  green-ting'd  billows  rofe. 
And  curl'd  and  whiten'd  round  the  nodding  prows. 
When  Jove,  the  God  who  with  a  tjiought  controuls 
The  raging  feas,  and  balances  the  poles, 

^  jfnne  novum  iardisfidus  te  nunfihus  addas^  beaadfbl  complaint  of  his  blindnefs  has  been 

Slua  locus  Erigonen  inter  cbela/que /equentes  blamed  for  the  fame  reafon,  as  being  no  part 

Panditur:  ipje  tibi  jam  hracbia  contrabit  of  the  fabjedof  his  Poem.     The  addrefs  of 

ardens  Camoens  to  Don  Sebaflian  has  not  efcaped 

ScorfiuSf  et  ccelijufta  plus  parte  nliquit.  the  (kme  cenforc ;  though  in  fome  meafure 

Viae.  G,  I.  undefervcdly,  as  the  Poet  has  had  the  art 

"*  Some  Critics  have  condemned  Virgil  to  interweave  therein  fome  part  of  the  ge- 

for  flopping  his  narrative  to  introduce  even  neral  argument  of  his  poem* 


a  ihort  obiervation  of  his  own.    Milton's 


From 
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From  heav'n  beheld,  and  will'd,  in  fovcreign  ftatCi 
To  fix  the  eaftem  World's  depending'  fete : 
Swift  at  his  nod  th'  Olympian  herald  fliesi 
And  calls  th'  immortal  ienate  of  the  fkies ; 
Where,  from  the  fovereign  throne  of  earth  and  heaven*, 
Th'  immutable  decrees  of  fate  are  given. 
Inftant  the  Regents  of  the  fpheres  of  light. 
And  thofe  who  rule  the  paler  orbs  of  mght, 
With  thofe,  the  gods  whofe  delegated  fway 
The  burning  South  and  frozen  North  obey ; 
And  they  whofe  empires  fee  the  day-ftar  rife. 
And  evening  Phoebus  leave  the  weftem  Ikies, 
.AH  inftant  poured  along  the  milky  roadi 
Heaven's  chryftal  pavements  glittering  as  theytrode: 
And  now,  obedient  to  the  dread  command. 
Before  their  awful  Lord  in* order  ftand; 

Sublime  and  dreadful  on  his  regal  tiirone, 
That  glow'd  with  ftars,  and  bright  as  lightning  (hone, 
Th'  immortal  Sire,  who  darts  the  thunder,  fate, 
The  crown  and  Iceptre  added  folcmn  ftate ; 
The  crown,  of  heaven's  own- pearls,  whofe  ardent  rays, 
Flam'd  round  his  brow»,  outftMinc  the  diamond''^  blaze  : 
His  breath  fuch  gales  orf  vital  fragrance  fliedi' •       '  - 

As  might,  with  fudden  life,  infpire  the  dfead  : 

C  2  Supreme 
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Supreme  Controul  throned  in  his  awful  eyes   • 
Appeared,  and  mark'd  the  Monarch  of  the  ikies. 
On  feats  that  burn'd  with  pearl  and  ruddy  gold. 
The  fubjeft  Gods  their  fovereign  Lord  enfold, 
Each  in  his  rank,  when,  with  a  voice  that  fhook 
The  towers  of  heaven  the  world's  dread  Ruler  fpoke : 

Immortal  heirs  of  light,  my  purpofe  hear. 
My  counfels  ponder,  and  the  Fates  revere  : 
Unlefs  Oblivion  o'er  your  minds  has  thrown 
Her  dark  blank  fhades,   to  you,  ye  Gods,  are  known 
The  Fate's  Decree^  and  ancient  warlike  Fame 
Of  tiiat  bold  race  which  hoafts  of  Lufus'  name  i 
That  bold  advent'rous  race  the  Fates  declare, 
A  potent  empire  in  the  Eafl;  (hall  rear, 
Surpaffing  Babel's  or  the  Perfian  fame, 
Proud  Grecia's  boaft,  or  Rome's  illuftrious  name* 
Oft  from  thofe  brilliant  feats  have  you  beheld 
The  fons  of  Lufus  on  the  dufty  field, 
With  few  triumj^ant  o'er  the  numerous  Moors^,. 
Till  from  the  beauteous  lawns  on  Tagus'  fhores 
They  drove  the  cruel  foe.    And  oft  has  heaven 
Before  their  troops  the  proud  Caftilians  driven ; 
While  Viftory  her  eagle-wings  difplay'd 
Where'er  their  Warriors  waved  the  Ihining  blade. 

Nor 
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Nor  refts  unknown  how  Lufus'  heroes  flood 
When  Rome's  ambition:  dy'd  the  world  with  blood ; 
What  glorious  laurels  Viriatus  ■  gain'd. 
How  oft  his  fword  ivith  Roman  gore  was  ftain'd ; 
And  what  fair  palms  their  martial  ardour  crown'd. 
When  led  to  battle  by  the  Chief  renown'd. 
Who  **  feign'd  a  daemon,  in  a  deer  conceal'd. 
To  him  the  counfels  of  the  Gods  reveal'd. 


'3 


'^  This  brave  Lufitaniany  who  was  firil  a 
fhepherd  and  a  famous  hunter,  and  after- 
wards a  captain  of  banditti,  exafperated  at 
the  tyranny  of  the  Romans,  encouraged  his 
countrymen  to  revolt  and  fhake  off  the  yoke. 
Being  appointed  General,  he  defeated  Veti- 
Hus  the  Praetor,  who  commanded  in  Lufita- 
nia,  or  farther  Spain.  After  this  he  de- 
feated in  three  pitched  battles,  the  Praetors 
C.  Plautius  H)  planus,  and  Claudius  Unima- 
nus,  though  they  led  againft  him  very  nu- 
merous armies.  For  fix  years  he  continued 
vidlorions,  putting  the  Romans  to  flight 
wherever  he  met  them,  and  laying  wade 
the  countries  of  their  allies.  Having  ob- 
tained fuch  advantages  over  the  Proconful 
Servilianus,  that  the  only  choice  which  wai 
left  to  the  Roman  army  was  death  or  fla- 
vcry ;  the  brave  Viriatus,  inflead  of  patting 
them  all  to  the  fword,  as  he  could  eaiily  have 
done,  fent  a  deputation  to  the  General,  ofr 
fering  to  conclude  a  peace  with  him  on  this 
fingle  condition.  Thai  be  Jhould  continue 
Mafter  of  the  Country  new  in  his  fo<wer^  and 
that  the  Romans  Jhould  remain  pojjejfed  of 
the  reft  of  Spain, 

The  Proconful,  who  expeded  nothing 
but  death  or  flavery,  thought  thcfe  vtry 
favourable  and  moderate  terms,  and  without 
hefitation  concluded  a  peace,  which  was  foon 
after  ratified  by  the  Roman  fenate  and  peo- 
ple. Viriatus,  by  this  treaty,  compleated 
the  glorious  defign  he  had  always  in  view> 


which  was  to  ere£l  a  kingdom  in  the  vail 
country  he  had  conquered  mm  the  Republic. 
And  had  it  not  ^een  for  the  treachery  of 
the  Romans,  he  would  have  become,  as 
Florus  calls  him,  the  Romulus  of  Spain : 
He  would  have  founded  a  monarchy  capable 
of  counterbalancing  the  power  of  Rome. 

The  Senate,  ftili  defirous  to  revenge  theis 
late  defeat,  foon  after  this  peace  ordered 
Q^  Servilius  Cxpio  to  exafperate  Viriatus^ 
and  force  him  by  repeated  affix)nts  to  com- 
mit theHfirft  a£is  of  hoilility.  But  this  meaa 
artifice  did  not  fucceed  :  Viriatus  would  not 
be  provoked  to  a  breach  of  the  peace.  Oa 
this  the  Confcript  Fathers,  to  the  eternal 
difgrace  of  their  Republic,  ordered  Cxpio 
to  delare  war,  and  to  proclaim  Viriatus,  wha 
had  given  no  provocation,  an  enemy  to 
Rome.  To  this  bafenefs  Csepio  added  ftill 
a  greater ;  he  corrupted  the  ambaffadors 
which  Viriatus  had  fent  to  negotiate  with 
him,  who,  at  the  infligation  of  the  Roman, 
treacheroafly  murdered,  their  Prote^bor  andf 
General  while  he  flept. — Univ.  Hist. 

®  Sertorius,  who  was  invited  by  the  Lu-- 
fitanians  to  defend  them  againft  the  Ro- 
mans. He  had  a  tame  white  Hind,  which: 
he  had  accuflomed  to  follow  him,  and  fron\ 
which  he  pretended  to  receive  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  Diana.  By  this  artifice  he  impofed 
upon  the  fuperftition  of  t^t  people. 

Vid.  Plut* 


And 
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And  now  ambitious  to  extend  their  fway 

Beyond  their  conquefts  on  the  ibuthmoft  bay 

Of  Afric's  fwarthy  coaft,  on  floating,  wood 

They  brave  the  terrors  o£  the  dreary  fibod,. 

Where  only  black-wing'd  mifts  have  hover'd  o'er. 

Or  driving  clouds  have  fail'd  the  wave  before  ; 

Beneath  new  Ikies  they  hold  their  dreadful  way 

To  reach  the  cradle  of  the  new-born  day: 

And  Fate,  whofe  mandates  unrevoked  remain, 

Has  wiird,  that  long  (hall  Lufus*  offspring  reign 

The  lords  of  that  wide  fea,  whofe  waves  behold 

The  fun  come  forth  enthroned  in  burning  gold. 

But  now  the  tedious  length  of  winter  pafl:, 

Diflrefs'd  and  weak,  the  heroes  faint  at  laft. 

What  gulphs  they  dared,*  you  faw,  what  ftorms  they  braved. 

Beneath  what  various  heavens  their  banners  waved! 

Now  Mercy  pleads,  and  foon  therifing  land 

To  their  glad  eyes  fhall  o'er. the  waves  expand; 

As  welcome  friends  the  natives  Ihall  receive, 

With  bounty  feaft  them,  and  with  joy  relieve. 

And  when  refreihment  fhall  their  flrength  renew. 

Thence  fhall  they  turn,  and  their  bold  rout  purfue. 

So  fpoke  high  Jove  :  The  Gods  in  filence  heard. 
Then  rifing  each,  by  turns,  his  thoughts  preferred : 

But 
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But  chief  was  Bacchus »  of  the  adVerfe  train  j 
Fearful  he  was,  nor  fear'd  his  pride  in  vain, 

J 

Should  Lufus'  race  arrive  on  India's  fliore. 

His  ancient  honours  would  be  iK^med  no  more ; 

No  more  in  Nyfa '  fhould  the  natives  tell 

What  kings,  what  mighty  hofts  before  him  fell. 

The  fertile  vales  beneath  the  riling  fun 

He  view'd  as  his,  by  right  of  viftory  won. 

And  deem'd  that  ever  in  immortal  fong 

The  Conqueror's  title  fhould  to  him  belong. 

Yet  Fate,  he  knew,  had  will'd,  that  loosed  from  Spain 

Boldly  advent'rous  thro*  the  polar  main, 

A  warlike  race  fhould  come,  renown'd  in  arms. 

And  fhake  the  eaftern  world  with  war's  alarms, 

Whofe  glorious  conquefts  and  eternal  fame 

In  black  Oblivion's  waves  fhould  whelm  his  name. 

Urania- Venus  ',  Queen  of  facred  Love, 
Arofe  a  pleader  on  the  part  of  Jove ; 

P  But  chief  nuas  Bacchus. The  French  pven  the  following  defcription  of  the  celef- 

Tranflator  has  the   following  note  on  this  rial  Venus. 

place :  Le  Camoens  n*a  pou  tant  fait  tn  cela  ^ffta  e  fuaga  di  Dio  Venere  hella 

que  fui*vre  Pexemfle  de  VEcriture^  conum  %n  Viiina  al  Sole,  efopra  ogni  altra  eftella 

le  voit  dans  ces  paroles  du  premiere  chapitre  ^ffta  e  q  uella  beata^  a  cui  s'inchina^ 

de  Job,     Qoidam  autem  die  cum  veniffent,  A  cut  ft  njolge  dejtando  amore^ 

Sec,    Un  jour   que    Us   enfans   du   Seigneur  Chiamata  cui  del  del  rara  e  di*vina 

s^etoient  aJfembU  de*vant  Jon  trone^    Satan  j  BeJta  cbe  a/ien  tra  not  per  noftro  honore, 

iftMt  auffit  ^c.  Per  far  le  menti  defiando  al  Cielo 

^  No  more  in   Nyfa. — An  antient  city  in  Obliare  Pahrui  col  proprio  <veh», 

India  facred  to  Bacchus.  M  a  r  t  £  l  . 


'  Urama'FenMS.'''^^Axi  Italian  poet  has 


Her 
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Her  eyes,  well  pleas'd,  in  Lufus*  fons  could  trace 
A  kindred  likenefs  to  the  Roman  race, 
For  whom  of  old  fuch  kind  regard  fhe  •  bore  5 
The  fame  their  triumphs  on  Barbarians  fhore, 
The  fame  the  ardour  of  their  warlike  flame. 
The  manly  mufic  of  their  tongue  the  '  fame: 
AfFeftion  thus  the  lovely  Goddefs  fway'd, 
Nor  lefs  what  Fate's  unblotted  page  difplay'd. 
Where'er  this  people  fhould  their  empire  raife, 
She  knew  her  altars  would  unnumbered  blaze. 
And  barbarous  nations  at  her  holy  fhrine 
Be  humaniz'd,  and  taught  her  lore  divine. 
Her  fpreading  honours  thus  the  one  infpired, 
And  one  the  dread  to  lofe  his  worfhip  fired. 
Their  ftruggling  fa6lions  fhook  th'  Olympian  flate 
With  all  the  clamorous  tempeft  of  debate. 
Thus  when  the  ftorm  with  fudden  guft  invades 
The  antient  foreft's  deep  and  lofty  fljades. 
The  burfting  whirlwinds  tear  their  rapid  courfe. 
The  fhatter'd  oaks  crafh,  and  with  -echoes  hoarfe 
The  mountains  groan,  while  whirling  on  the  blaft 
The  thickening  leaves  a  gloomy  darknefs  caft  5 

•  See  the  note  in  the  Second  Book  on  the  Ccm  pouca  corrup^ao  ere  que  he  Latina* 

following  paffage ; —  Qualifications  are  never  elegant  in  poetry. 

^      L         TJ  J  I  /f    n    J  ^  »  Fanlhaw's  tranflation,  and  the  origiJial,  both 

Jii  fwhen  in  Ua  s  boivcr  Jhe  Jtood  of  yore^  Uz.  nrove  this  o       » 

'  7 he  manly  mufic  of  their  tongue  the  fame  •  — .  their  tongue 

— Camoens  fays,  Which  fi?e  thinks   Lai  in  luith  fmall  droft 

£,  na  lingr.a^  na  qual  quando  imagina^  among. 

Such 
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Such  was  the  tumult  in  the  bleft  abodes, 

When  Mars,  high  towering  o'er  the  rival  GodiJ, 

Stept  forth :  ftern  fparkles  from  his  eye  balls  glanc'd, 

And  now,  before  the  throne  of  Jove  advanced, 

O'er  his  left  fhoulder  his  broad  ftiield  he  throws, 

And  lifts  his  helm  above  his  dreadful  brows : 

Bold  and  enrag'd  he  ftands,  and,  frowning  round, 

Strikes  his  tall  fpear-ftafF  on  the  founding  ground  ; 

Heaven  trembled,  and  the  light  turn'd  pale  * — Such  dread 

His  fierce  demeanour  o'er  Olympus  fpread  : 

When  thus  the  Warrior, — O  Eternal  Sire, 

Thine  is  the  fceptre,  thine  the  thunder's  fire. 

Supreme  dominion  thine  5  then.  Father,  hear, 

Shall  that  bold  Race  which  once  to  thee  was  dear. 

Who  now  fulfilling  thy  decrees  of  old, 

Through  thefe  wild  waves  their  fearlefs  journey  hold, 

Shall  that  bold  Race  no  more  thy  care  engage. 

But  fink  the  vi6lims  of  unhallowed  rage ! 

Did  Bacchus  yield  to  Reafon's  voice  divine, 

Bacchus  the  caufe  of  Lufus'  fons  would  jain^ 

Lufus,  the  lov'd  companion  of  his  cares. 

His  earthly  toils,  his  dangers,  and  his  wars  z 

But  Envy  ftill  a  foe  to  worth  will  prove, 

To  worth  though  guarded  by  the  arm  of  Jove, 


«  anJ  tbi  light  /iiir»V.//iZf— — The  the  Jiappiefb  manner  of  Camocns, 

ihottght  in  the  Original  has  fomething  in  it  O  ceo  tremeo^  e  Jpidlo  detarvad* 

^'A&y  great,  though  it  is  not  exprtifcd  in  Hum  fnuc*  a  lux  ferde§^  como  infiado. 

D  Then 
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Then  thou,  dread  Lord  of  Fate,  unmov'd  remain. 
Nor  let  weak  change  thine  awful  counfels  ftain. 
For  Lufus'  Race  thy  promised  favour  fhew : 
Swift  as  the  arrow  from  Apollo's  bow 
Let  Maia's  fon  explore  the  watery  way, 
Where  fpent  with  toil,  with  weary  hopes,  they  ftray ; 
And  fafe  to  harbour,  through  the  deep  untried. 
Let  him,  impower'd,  their  wandering  veffels  guide; 
There  let  them  hear  of  India's  wifh'd-for  fliore. 
And  balmy  reft  their  fainting  ftrength  reftore. 

He  fpoke :  high  Jove  affenting  bow'd  the  head. 
And  floating  clouds  of  neftar'd  fragrance  fhed : 
Then  lowly  bending  to  th'  Eternal  Sire, 
Each  in  his  duteous  rank,  the  Gods  retire- 

Whilft  thus  in  Heaven's  bright  palace  Fate  was  weigh'd. 
Right  onward  ftill  the  brave  Armada  ftray 'd : 
Right  on  they  fteer  by  Ethiopia's  ftrand 
And  paftoral  Madagafcar's  ^  verdant  land. 
Before  the  balmy  gales  of  cheerful  fpring, 
With  heav'n  their  friend,  they  fpread  the  canvas  wing ; 
The  fky  cerulean,  and  the  breathing  air, 
The  lafting  promife  of  a  calm  declare 

*»  Jr.i/  pajhral  Malaga/car  —  Called  by  of  the  Moon ;  and  by  tlie  Portu|uefc,  Ac 
the  ancient  Geographers  Menuthia,  and  Ifle  of  St.  Laurence,  on  whofe  fefUval  they 
Cerna  Ethiopica ;  by  the  natives^  the  Jiland       difcovered  it. 

""  The 
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Behind  them  now  the  Cape  of  Prafo  bends, 

Another  Ocean  to  their  view  extends, 

Where  black-topt  iflands,  to  their  longing  eyes, 

Lav'd  by  the  gentle*  ^aves  %  in  profpeft  rife. 

Biit  Gama,  (captain  of  the  venfrous  bartd. 

Of  bold  emprize,  and  born  for  high  command, 

Whofe  martial  fires,  with  prudence  clofe  allied, 

Enfured  the  fmiles  of  fofttme  on  his  fide) 

Bears  off^  thofe  ftiores  which  wafte  and  wild  appear'd^ 

And  eaftward  ftill  for  happier  climates  fteer'd : 

When  gathering  round  and  blackening  o^cr  the  tide, 

A  fleet  of  fmall  canoes  the  Pilot  ^ied  s 

Hoifting  their  foils  of  palm-f  refe  leaves,  iftwovc 

With  curious  art^  a  fwafmihg  crcMd  they  move : 

Long  were  theif  boats,  and  ftiaf p  to  bourtd  along 

Through  the  dafh'd  waters,  bf oad  their  oars  arid  ftrong : 

The  bending  roWers  oh  their  features  bore 

The  fwarthy  marks  of  Phaef on's  ^  fall  of  yore  : 

*  Lanfd  by  the  gentle  nva^es — The  Oriei-  Phaeton  is  this.     Phaeton  was  a  young  cn- 

nal  faysy  the  Sea  fhew6d  them  odw  iflandsy  teiprifing  Prince  of  Libya.      Croffing;  the 

which  it  encircled  and  laved.    Thus  rendered  Mediterranean   in    queft  of   adventures  He 

by  Fanlhaw,  lahded  at  Epirus,  from  whence  he  went  to 

Neptune  difcloi^d  newu  ijles  wohich  he  did  play  Italy   to    fee    his   intimate   friend   Cygnos. 

About y  andivitb  ifij  billcws  danc^t  the  hay.  Phaeton  was^lled  in  aftrology,  from  whence 

" of  Phaeton's  fall-  ^"i  '^^^'^  '^  '»»*?''^(  '^f  f '«  "^  *^  '*>^ 

Potuleas  inter  fronde,  umbram,ut/or,runl  "  \'"f  "*1f  /l^Vf  ^'^  bjinks  of  the  P6, 

Lin,iumcm  ter/a.,  ,t fideri  Lu  fe^entm.  ^t         .  T^  Yl  \1^C\    »K  ''^k'' 

ViR      Ei>J  ^      ^  '  celebrated  the  death  of  hii 

G.       .  friend  m  verfe,  from  whence  the  foble. 
The  hiftoncal  foundation  of  the  fable  of  Vid.  Platar.  in  vit.  Pyrr*. 

D  z  When 
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When  flaming  lightnings  fcorch'd  the  banks  of  Po^ 

And  nations  blacken'd  in  the  dread  o'erthrow^ 

Their  garb^  difcover'd  as  approaching  nigh, 

Was  cotton  ftrip'd  with  many  a  gaudy  dye :. 

TTwas  one  whole  piece  beneath  ane  arm  confin'd> 

The  reft  hung  loofe  and  fluttered  on  the  wind ; 

All,  but  one  breaft,  above  the  loins  was  bare, 

And  fwelling  turbans  bound  their  jetty,  hair  :: 

Their  arms  were  bearded  darts  and  faulchions  broad> 

And  warlike  mufic  founded  as  they  row'd. 

With  joy  the  failors  faw  the  boats  draw  near. 

With  joy  beheld  the  human  face  appear  r 

What  nations  thefe,  their  wondering  thoughts  explore^ 

What  rites  they  follow,  and  what  God  adore ! 

And  now  with  hands  and  kerchiefs  wav'd  in  air 

The  barb'rous  race  their  friendly  mind  declare. 

Glad  were  the  crew,  and  ween'd  that  happy  day 

Should  end  their  dangers  and  their  toils  repay. 

The  lofty  mafts  the  nimble  youths  afcend. 

The  ropes  they  haule,  and  o'er  the  yard-arms  bend^ 

And  now  their  bowfprits  pointing  to  the  fhore, 

A  fafe  mocm'd  bay^  with  flacken'd  fails  they  bore  : 

With  cheerful  fhouts  they  furl  the  gathered  fail 

That  lefs  and  lefs  flaps  quivering  on  the  gale ; 

The  prows,  their  fpeed  ftopt,  o'er  the  furges  nod> 

The  falling  anchors  dafli  the  foaming  flood  ^ 

When 
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When  fudden  as  they  ftopt,  the  fwarthy  race 
With  fmiles  of  friendly  welcome  on  each  face, 
Alert  and  bounding,  by  the  cordage  climb : 
lUuftrious  Gama,  with  an  air  fublime, 
Soften'd  by  mild  humanity^  receives. 
And  to  their  chief  the  hand  of  friendihip  gives. 
Bids  fpread  the  board,  and,  inftant  as  he  faid, 
Along  the  deck  the  feftive  board  is  fpread  : 
The  fparkling  wine  in  chryftal  goblets  glows, 
And  round  and  round  with  cheerful  welcome  flows. 
While  thus  the  Vine  its  fprightly  glee  infpires. 
From  whence  the  fleet,  the  fwarthy  Chief  enquires. 
What  feas  they  paft,  what  vantage  would  attain, 
And  what  the  fhore  their  purpofe  hop'd  to  gain  ? 
From  farthefl  weft,  the  Lufian  race  reply. 
To  reach  the  goldeix  eaftcm  fhores  we  try. 
Through  that  unbounded  feawhofe  billows  roll 
From  the  cold  northern  to  the  fouthern  pole;. 
And  by  the  wide  extent,  the  dreary  vaft. 
Of  Afric's  bays,  already  have  we  paft^ 
And  many  a  fky  have  feen,  and  'many  a  fliore> 
Where  but  fea-monfters  cut  the  waves  before. 
To  fpread  the  glories  of  our  Monarch's  reign. 
For  India's  fliore  we  brave  the  tracklefs  main. 
Our  glorious  toil,  and  at  his  nod  would  brave 
The  difinal  gulphs  of  Acheron's  black  wave. 

And' 
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And  now,  in  turn,  your  race,  your,  Cotmtry  tell, 
If  on  your  lips  fair  truth  delights  to  dwell. 
To  us,  unconfcious  of  the  falfehood,  fhew 
What  of  thefe  feas  and  India's  fite  yoU;k<ipw. 

Rude  are  the  natives  here,  the  Moor  rcply^d, 
Dark  are  their  minds,  and  brute-defirc  their  guide : 
But  we  of  alien  bloody  and  flrangers  here. 
Nor  hold  their  cuftoms  nor  their  laws  revere. 
From  Abram's  '  race  our  holy  prophet  fprung. 
An  Angel  taught,  and  heaven  infpir'd  his  tongue ; 
His  facred  rites  apnd;  mandates  we  obey. 
And  diftant  Eo^pires  own  his  holy  fway^ 
From  ifle  to  ifle  our  trading  vclfels  roam, 
Mozambic's  harbour  our  commodious  home. 
If  then  your  fails  for  India's  fliores  expand. 
For  fultry  Ganges  or  Hydafpes'  ftratid. 
Here  fhall  you  find  a  Pilot  fkill'd  to  guide 
Through  all  the  dangers  of  the  perlous  tide. 
Though  wide  fpread  fhelves,  and  cruel  rocks  unfeen. 
Lurk  in  the  way,  and  whirlpools  rage  between. 
Accept,  mean  while,  what  fruits  thefe  iflands  hold, 
And  to  the  Regent  let  your  wifh  be  told. 


«  Frcm    Ahram^s    race  titr  holy  prophet       from' Ifhmad,  the  fon  of  Abraham  by  Ha- 
fprung^ — Mohammed,  who    was  defcended       gar* 

Then 
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Then  may  your  mates  the  needful  ftores  provide. 
And  all  your  various  wants  be  here  fupplied. 

So  fpake  the  Moor,  and  bearing  fmiles  untrue 
And  figns  of  friendfhip,  with  his  bands  withdrew. 
O'erpower'd  with  joy  xmhop'd  the  failors  ftood, 
To  find  fuch  kindnefs  on  a  fhorc  £0  rude. 

Now  fiiooting  o'er  the  flood  his  fervid  blaze. 
The  red-brow 'd  Sun  withdraws  his  beamy  rays ; 
Safe  in  the  bay  the  crew  forget  their  cares. 
And  peaceful  reft  their  wearie4  ftrength  repairs. 
Calm  Twilight  ^  now  his  drowfy  mantle  fpreads. 
And  Ihade  on  ihade,  the  gloom  ftill  deepening  iheds. 
The  Moon,  full  orb'd,  fbrfakes  her  watery  cave. 
And  lifts  her  lovely  head  above  the  wave^ 
The  fnowy  fplendors  of  her  modeft  ray 
Stream  o'er  the  glift'ning  waves,  and  quivering  play : 
Around  her,  glittering  on  the  heav'ns  arch'd  brow, 
Unnumber'd  ftars,  enclos'd  in  azure,  glow,  .  ^ 

^  Calm    Tnuiiight   nrw — — Camocnt,    ia  tThen  not  tt  hreath  Jifturh  the  sftep  Jerentt 

this    pafTage,    has   imitated   Homer  in   the  And  not  a  chud  fiercefis  thtfaUmnfcene'i 

manner  of  Virgil :  by  diverfifyii^  ^e  fceiie  Around  her  thrvnt  the  njrmdi fiamti  rolU 

lie  has  made  the  defcription  his  own.     The  And  fiars  unnumbered  gild  the  glonjuing  pole^. 

pafTage  alluded  to  is  in  the  eighth  Iliadt  CTer  the  dark  trees  «  yelUwtr  verdure  JM4 

n,  y  oV  t,  ^^a.«  A-e*  fau^i^  u^)  ^xW  &/  %  "^'t  ^^7"^  f"^  mountaif^s  head^ 

^ui»T  a^.4^U,  ^c.                                    ^  Then  jhneth^^aUs,  the  rochini>roAeariA 

^  AJhod  of  glory  hurfts  from  all  the  Jktes  : 

Thus  elegantly  tranilated  by  Pope::  ^^  confcious  Jnvains  rejoUing  in  the  Jighu 

As  ivhen  the  moon^  refulgent  lamp  of  night,  ^y^  ^^^  ^^^  '^««^^  and  Uefs  the  ufeful  light. 
OVr  hea*uen^s  clear  azure  fpreads  her  f acred 
Jigift, 

Thick 
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1  hick  as  the  dew-drops  of  the  rofy  dawn, 
OI"  May-flowers  crouding  o'er  the  daify-lawn : 
The  canvas  whitens  in  the  filvery  beam, 
And  with  a  paler  red  the  pendants  gleam  : 
The  mafls'  tall  Ihadows  tremble  d'er  the  deep ; 
The  peaceful  winds  an  holy  filence  keep ; 
The  watchman's  carol  echo'd  from  the  prows. 
Alone,  at  times,  awakes  the  ftill  repofe. 

Aurora  now,  with  dewy  luftre  bright. 
Appears,  afcending  on  the  rear  of  night. 
With  gentle  hand,  as  feeming  oft  to  paufe, 
The  purple  curtains  of  the  morn  fhe  draws ; 
The  fun  comes  forth,  and  foon  the  joyful  crew. 
Each  aiding  each,  their  joyful  tafks  purfue. 
Wide  o'er  the  decks  the  fpreading  fails  they  throw  j 
From  each  tall  mafl:  the  waving  ftreamers  flow ; 
All  feems  a  fefl:ive  holiday  on  board 
To  welcome  to  the  fleet  the  ifland's  Lord. 
With  equal  joy  the  Regent  fails  to  meet, 
^And  brings  frefh  cates,  his  ofiferings,  to  the  fleet: 
For  of  his  kindred  Race  their  line  he  deems, 
That  favage  Race  who  rufh'd  from  Gafpia's  ftreams. 
And  triumphed  o'er  the  Eafl:,  and,  Afia  won. 
In  proud  Byzantium  fixt  their  haughty  throne^ 

Brave 
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Brave  Vasco  hails  the  chief  with  honeft  finite^. 

And  gift  for  gift  with  liberal  hand  he  piles. 

His  gifts,  the  boaft  of  Europe's  arts  difclofe. 

And  fparkling  red  the  wine  of  Tagus  flows. 

High  on  the  fhmuds  the  wondering  failors  hvmg. 

To  note  the  Moorifh  garb,  and  barbarous  tongue : 

Nor  lefs  the  fubtle  Moor,  with  wonder  fired. 

Their  mien,  th^  drefs,  and  lordly  (hips  admired: 

Much  he  enquires  their  Kisig's,  their  Country's  name. 

And,  if  from  Turkey's  fertile  fhores  they  came  ? 

What  God  they  worfliipp'd,  what  their  facredlore. 

What  arms  they  wielded^  amt  what  armour  wore  ? 

To  whom  brave  Gama  s  Nor  of  H^gar'^  blood 

Am  I,  nor  plow  from  Izmael's  fhores  the  flood ; 

From  Europe's  ftrawd  1  trace  tKc  foamy  way. 

To  find  the  regions  of  the  infant  day ^       ; 

The  God  we  worfhip  ftretch'd  you/iieaven's  hig^  bow, 

And  gave  thefe  fwelling  waves  to  roll  below ; 

The  hemifphere3  of  night  and  day  he  fpread, 

He  fcoop'd  each  vale,  and  rear'd  each  mountain's  head ; 

His  Word  produc'd  the  natiosis  o£  the*  earth. 

And  gave  the  fpirits  of  the  flcy  their  birth ; 

On  Earth,  by  him,  his  holy  lore,  was  grven. 

On  Earth  he  came  to  rmk  mankind  to  heaven. 

And  now  behold,  what  inofl:  your  eyes  defire, 

Our  fliining  armour,  and  our  arm^  of  fire ; 

E  And 
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For  who  has  once  in  friendly  peace  beheld. 
Will  dread  to  meet  them  on  the  battle  field. 


Strait  '  as  he  fpoke  the  Magazines  difplay'd 
Their  glorious  fhew,  where,  tire  on  tire  inlaid. 
Appeared  of  glittering  fteel  the  carabines, 
There  the  plumed  helms,  and  ponderous  brigandines  ; 
O'er  the  broad  bucklers  fcUlptur'd  orbs  emboft 
The  crooked  faulchions  dreadful  Wades  were  croft : 
Here  clafping  greaves,  and  plated  mail-quilts  ftrong. 
The  long-bows  here,  and  rattling  quivers  hung. 
And  like  a  grove  the  bumifli'd  fpears  were  feen, 
With  darts,  and  halberts  double-edged  between  5 
Here  dread  grenadoes,  and  tremendous  bombs. 
With  deaths  ten  thoufand  lurking  in  their  wombs. 
And  far  around  of  brown,  and  duiky  red 
The  pointed  piles  of  iron  balls  were  fpread. 
The  Bombadeers,  now  to  the  Regent's  view 
The  thundering  mortars  and  the  cannon  drew  j 
Yet  at  their  Leader's  nod,  the  fons  of  flame 
(For  brave  and  generous  ever  are  the  fame) 


c  StraitasheJpoie^^-'^TheieCcnptlcmof  txpUqui  en  ftu  dis  mots  U  Religion  qui'ks 

the  armoury,  and  the  accoant  which  Vafco  Portugais  /uivent^  l*Hf^gi  des  armes  dont  ils 

de  Gama  gives  of  his  religioxi»  confifb^^in  /i/ir*veni  dans  lagnerre^  tt  k  d^Jft'*''  qniJkti 

the  Original,  of  thirty-two  lines,  which  M.  amene, 

Caftera  has  reduced  into  the  following  fen-  This  emiffion  affords  us  one  of  the  nimi^ 

tence:  Leur  Go*verneur  fait  difftrentes  que/"  berlefsinHancesof  theunpoetical  tafteof  t]ie 

tiotts  au  Capitaine,  qui  pour  It  /atisfain  lui  Ficach  Paraphrift* 

Withheld 
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Withheld  their  hands,  nor  gave  the  feeds  of  fire 
To  roufe  the  thunders  of  the  dreadful  tire. 
For  Gama's  foul  difdain'd  the  pride  of  fhew 
Which  afts  the  lion  o'er  the  trembling  roe. 

His  joy  and  wonder  oft  the  Moor  expreft, 
But  rankling  hate  lay  brooding  in  his  breaft ; 
With  fmiles  obedient  to  his  will's  controul, 
He  veils  the  purpofe  of  his  treacherous  foul: 
For  Pilots,  confcious  of  the  Indian  ftrand 
Brave  Vasco  fues,  and  bids  the  Moor  command 
What  bounteous  gifts  fhall  recompence  their  toils; 
The  Moor  prevents  him  with  affenting  fmiles^ 
Refolved  that  deeds  of  death,  not  words  of  air, 
Shall  firfl:  the  hatred  of  his  foul  declare  ; 
Such  fudden  rage  his  rankling  mind  pofTeft, 
When  *  Gam a's  lips  Meffiah's  name  confeft. 
Oh  depth  of  heaven's  dread  will,  that  rancorous  hate 
On  heaven's  beft  lov'd  in  every  clime  (hould  wait; 

«  When  Gamuts  lips  MijJiaJ^s  name  confeft.  Zacocia,  (governor  of  Mozambic)  made 

— This,  and  oi  cbnfequence,  the  reafon  of  no  doubt  but  our  people  were  of  fome  Mo- 

the  Moor's  hate,   is  entirely  emitted   by  hammedan  country. — The  mutual  exchange 

Ciftera.     The  original  is,  the  Moor  con-  of  good  offices  between  our  people  and  thcfe 

ceived  hatred,   "knowing  they  were  fol-  iflanders  promifed  a  long  continuance  of 

^*  lowers  of  the  truth  which  the  Son  of  friendfhip,   but  it  proved  otherwife.     No 

*•  David  taught."    Thus  rendered  by  Fan-  fooner  did  Zacocia  underftand  they  were 

Ihaw,  Chriftians,  than  all  his  kindnefs  was  turned 

Kntn^ing  they  foiling  that  unerring  light,  «^  the  naoft  bitter  hafred;  he  began*  to 

<rhe  Son  o/Da'vid  holdi  out  in  his  Book.  n^editate  their  rum,  and  fought  by  every 

«     .,.    o  1  At.         J    «     ,  °*^^'  ^  ^^^°y  ^e  fleet. — Oforio,  Bp. 

^J  '^^.Solon^on  «>n^  be  underftood,  not  of  Sylvcs,  Hift.  of  the  Portug.  Difcov 
the  Mcffiah,  as  meant  by  Camoens.  ^ 

E  2  Now 
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Now  fmiling  round  oa  all  the  wondering  crew 
The  Moor  attended  by  his  baiads  withdrew ; 
His  nimble  barges  foon  approsurh'd  tiie  land^ 
And  fliouts  of  joy  received  him  on  the  ftraad. 

From  heaven's  high  dome  the  Vintage-God  beheld ; 
(Whom  **  nine  long  mondais  his  father's  thigh  conceard) 
Well-pleafed  he  mark'd  the  Moor's  determined  hate 
And  thus  his  mind  revolved  in  felfndebate : 

Has  heaven,  indeed,  iuch  gkxrious  lot  ordala'd ! 
By  Lufus'  race  fuch  conquefts  to  be  gain'd 
O'er  warlike  nations,  and  on  India's  fliore, 
Wh?re  I  unrival'd,  claim'd  the  palm  before ! 
I  fprang  from  Jove !  and  Ihall  thpfe  wandering  few. 
What  Ammon's  fon  iinconquer'd  left,  fubdue ! 
Ammon's  brave  fon  who  led  the  God  of  war 
His  flave  auxiliar  at  his  thundering  carl 
Muft  thefe  polTefs  what  Jove  to  him  deny'd, 
Poffefs  what  never  footh'd  the  Roman  pride  1 
Muft  thefe  the  Vigor's  lordly  flag  difplay 
With  hateful  blaze  beneath  the  rifing  day. 


^  9Fhom  nint  long  months  bis  fathtr*s  infiuiqr  m  a  cave  of  mottot  Meros,  wJbidi  m 
nhigh  ctmteaVd. — According  to  the  Ara-  Greek  figoifics  a  thigh.  Hence  the  fable, 
loans,   Bacdios  was  noorifhed  daring  hii 

My 
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My  name  difhonour'd,  and  my  vidx>ries  ftain'd, 
O'ertum'd  my  altars,  and  my  (hrines  profaned ! 
No — be  it  mine  to  fan  the  Regent's  hate ; 
Occafion  feized  commaods  the  a6lion*s  fate. 
*Tis  mine — this  captain  now  my  <lread  no  more, 
Shall  never  Aiake  tiis  fpear  pn  India's  fhore* 

So  fpake  the  Power,  and  with  the  lightning's  flight 
For  Afric  darted  thro'  the  fields  of  light. 
•  His  form  divine  he  cloath'd  in  human  Ihape, 
And  rufh'd  impetuous  o*er  the  rocky  cape  : 
In  the  dark  femblance  of  a  Moor  he  came 
For  art  and  old  experience  known  to  fame : 
Him  all  his  peers  with  humHc  deference  heard 
And  all  Mozambic  and  its  prince^ rever'd :        •  '    ^ 

The  Prince  in  hafte  he  fought,  and  thvts  «cprcft 
His  guileful  hate  in  friendly  counfd  dreft : 

And  to  the  Regent  of  this  iile  alone 
Are  thefe  Adventurers  and  their  fraud  unknown? 
Has  Fame  conceal'd  their  rapine  from  his  ear  ? 
Nor  brought  the  groans  of  plunder'd  nations  here  ? 

*  AV  form  divine  hecUatb^dln  human  Jbapt. 

Alt&Q  torvamfaciem  et  furialia  membrA 
£feuit  ;  in  nttdtus  fejt  trans  format  aniies, 
Et/reuttm  Qhjkgtnum  rugis  srjit.    ■  Wi%*  E«.  7. 

Yet 
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Yet  ftill  their  hands  the  peaceful  olive  bore 
Whene'er  they  anchor'd  on  a  foreign*  fliorc :    . 
But  nor  their  feeming,  nor  their  oaths  I  truft. 
For  Afric  knows  them  bloody  and  unjuft. 
The  nations  fink  beneath  their  lawlefs  force. 
And  fire  and  blood  have  mark'd  their  deadly  courfe. 
We  too,  unlefs  kind  heaven  and  Thou  prevent, 
Muft  fall  the  vidlims  of  their  dire  intent. 
And,  gafping  in  the  pangs  of  death,  behold 
Our  wives  led  captive,  and  our  daughters  fold. 
By  ftealth  they  come,  ere  morrow  dawn,  to  bring 
The  healthful  beverage  from  the  living  (pring : 
Arm'd  with  his  troop  the  Captain  will  appear; 
For  confcious  fraud  is  ever  prone  to  fear. 
To  meet  them  there  fele6t  a  trufty.  band. 
And  in  clofe  ambufli  take  thy  filent  ftand. 
There  wait,  and  fudden  on  the  heedlefs  foe 
Rufh,  and  deftroy  them  ere  they  dread  the  blow. 
Or  fay  fhould  fome  efcape  the  fecret  fnarc 
Saved  by  their  fate,  their  valour,  or  their  care, 
Yet  their  dread  fall  fhall  celebrate  our  ifle. 
If  fate  confent,  and  thou  approve  the  guile. 
Give  then  a  Pilot  to  their  wandering  fleet, 
Bold  in  his  art,  and  tutor'd  in  deceit ; 
Whofe  hand  adventurous  fhall  their  helms  mifguide, 
To  hoftile  (hores,  or  whelm  them  in  the  tide. 

So 
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So  fpoke  the  God,  in  femblance  of  a  fage 
Renown'd  for  counfcl  and  the  craft  of  age* 
The  Moor  with  tranfport  glowing  in  his  face 
Approved,  and  caught  him  in  a  kind  embrace ; 
And  inftant  at  the  word  his  bands  prepare 
Their  bearded  darts  and  implements  of  war, 
That  Lufus'  fons,  might  purple  with  their  gore. 
The  chryftal  fountain  which  they  fought  on  fhore : 
And  ftill  regardfiilof  his  dire  intent, 
A  fkilful  pilot  to  the  bay  he  fent  ^ 
Of  honeft  mien,  yet  praftifed  in  deceit. 
Who  far  at  diftance  on  the  beach  fhould  wait, 
And  to  the  Tcaped,  if  fome  fhould  'fcape  the  fhare 
Should  offer  friendfhip  and  the  pilot's  care. 
But  when  at  feai  on  rocks  fhould  dafh  their  pride. 
And  whelm  their  lofty  vanes  beneath  the  tide. 

Apollo  now  had  left  his  watery  bed. 
And  o'er  the  mountains  of  Arabia  fpread 
His  rays  that  glow'd  with  gold ;  when  Gama  rofc. 
And  from  his  bands  a  tnifly  fquadroii  chofe : 
Three  fpeedy  barges  brought  their  calks  to  fill 
From  gurgling  fountam,  or  the  chryftal  rill: 
Full-arm'd  they  cam6,  for  brave  defence  prepared, 
For  martial  care  is  ever  on  the  guard : 

And 
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And  fecret  warnings  ever  are  impreil 

On  wifdom  fuch  as  waked  in  Gam a's  breaft. 

And  now,  as  fwiftly  fpringing  o'er  the  tide 
Advanced  the  boats,  a  tropp  of  Moors  they  fpy'd  i 
O'er  the  pale  fands  the  fable  warriors  crowd, 
And  tofs  their  threatening  darts,  and  (hout  aloud. 
Yet  feeming  artlefs,  though  they  dared  the  fight, 
Their  eager  hope  they  placed  in  artful  flight. 
To  lead  brave  Gama  where  unfeen  by  day 
In  dark-brow'd  fhades  their  filent  ambufli  lay. 
With  fcomful  geftures.o'er  the  beach  they  jftride^ 
And  pufh  their  level'd  fpears.  with  barbarous  pride, 
Then  fix  the  arrow  to  the  bended  bow. 
And  ftrike  their  founding  fhields,  and  dare  the  foe. 
With  generous  rage  the  Lufian  Race  beheld, 
And  each  brave  breaft  with  indignation  fwell'd, 
To  view  fuch  foes  like  fiiarling  dogs  difplay- 
Their  threatening  tulks,  and  brave  the  fanguine  fray : 
Together  with  a  bound  they  fpring.  to  land. 
Unknown  whofe  ftep  firft  trode  the  hoftile  ftrand; 

Thus  ^y  when  to 'gain  his  beauteous  Charmer's  finile, 
The  youthful  Lover  dares  the  bloody  toil,  .         . 

^  Thus  ^ben  to  gain  his  heauiews  ChMrm4r*4       CTcKe  in   Spain  ^  wkere  it(  is  oTiial  to  itftf 

fmihi  young  Gentlemen  of  the  bcft  families  enter- 

^he youthful  Lover  dares  the  bloody  toiU  ing  Uie  lifts  to  fight  with  a  Bull,  adorned 

This  iimilie  is  tak«n  from  a  favourite  ex-       with  ribbons,  and  armed  with  a  javelin  or 

kind 
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Before  the  nodding  Bull's  ftern  front  he  ftands, 

He  leaps,  he  wheels,  he  fhouts,  and  waves  his  hands : 

The  lordly  brute  difdains  the  ftripling's  rage, 

His  noftrils  fmoke,  and,  eager  to  engage, 

His  horned  brows  he  levels  with  .the  ground. 

And  fhuts  his  flaming  eyes,  and  wheeling  round 

With  dreadful  bellowing  rulhes  on  the  foe. 

And  lays  the  boaftful  gaudy  champion  low. 

Thus  to  the  fight  the  fons  of  Lufus  fprung. 

Nor  flow  to  fall  their  ample  vengeance  hung: 

With  fudden  roar  the  carabines  refound. 

And  burfting  echoes  from  the  hills  rebound ; 

The  lead  flies  hifling  through  the  trembling  ^, 

And  death's  fell  daemons  through  the  flaflies  glare. 

Where,  up  the  land^  a, grove  of  palms  enclofe. 

And  cafl:  their  .fliadows  where  the  fountain  flows. 

The  lurking  ambufli  from  their  treacherous  fl:and 

Beheld  the  combat  burning  on  the  flrand.: 

T'hey  fee  the  ilafli  with  fudden  lightnings  -flare. 

And  the  blue  fmoke  flow  rolling  on  the  air.: 

They  fee  their  warriors  drop,  and,  fl:arting,  hear 

The  lingering  thunders  burfting  on  their  ear, 

kind  of  cutlas,  which  the  Spaniards- c^  leros  being  Yeiy expert  atthis  valorous  exer- 

Machete,    Though  Camoensin  this  defcrip-  cife,  and  ambitious  to  difplay  their  dexteri« 

tion  of  it  has  given  the  vi^ry  to  the  Bull^  nr»  which  is  a  fure  recommendation  to  the 

it  very  feldom  fo  happens,  the  young  Cabal*  favour  and  good  opinion  of  the  Ladies. 

F  Amaz'd, 
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Amazed,  appall'd,  the  treacherous  ambufh  fled, 

And  raged  \  and  curft  their  birth,  and  quaked  with  dread. 

The  bands  that  vaunting  fhew'd  their  threateh'd  might. 

With  flaughter  gored,  precipitate  iii  flight ; 

Yet  oft,  though  tremWiiig,  on  the  foe  they  turn 

Their  eyes  that  red  with  kift  of  Vengeance  burn : 

Aghaft  with  fear  and  ftiirn  with  defpeirate  rage 

The  flying  war  with  dreadful  howls  they  wage> 

Flints  ",  clods,  and  javelins  hurling  as  they  fly. 

As  rage  and  wild  defpair  thdx  hands  fupply : 

And  foon  difperfl:,  their  bands  attempt  no  more 

To  guard  the  fountain  or  defend  the  ftiorc : 

O'er  the  wide  lawns  no  more  their  troops  appear : 

Nor  fleeps  the  vengeance  of  the  Vi^ftor  here  5 

To  t6ach  the  nations  what  tremendous  fate 

From  his  right  arm  on  perjured  vows  (hould  waity 

He  feized  the  time  to  awe  the  eaftern  world. 

And  on  the  breach  of  faith  his  thunders  hurl'd. 

From  his  black  (hips  the  fudden  lightnings  blaze. 

And  o'er  old  Ocean  flafli  their  dreadful  rays  : 

* ^  fnaldizia  Jamque  faces  ct  faxa  *volant,  furor  arma 

O  'velho  imrte,  e  a  may^  que  ofilH  cria.  minifirat.                  ViRC.  En.  I. 

Thus  tranflated  by  Fanfliaw,  The  Spanifh  Commentator  on  this  Place 

. curft  their  ill  lucky  relates  a  very  extraordinary  inftance  of  the 

rh'  aid  Devily  and  the  Dam  that  M've  them  •^'"^  arma  miniflrans.     A  Portugucfe  Sol- 

fuck.  dier  at  the  ii^  of  Diu  in 'the  Indies  being 

fcrroundcd  by  the  enemy,  and  having  no 

•»  Flintsy  clodsy  and  javelins  hilling  as  they  ball  to  charge  his  mulket,  pulled  out  one  rf 

fyy  his  teeth,  and  with  it  fupplied  the  place  of 

Js  rage^  i^c.  a  bullet. 

White 
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White  clouds  on  clouds  inroird  the  fmoke  afcends. 
The  burfting  tumult  heaven's  wide  concave  rends : 
The  bays  and  caverns  of  the  winding  fhore 
Repeat  the  cannon's  and  the  mortar's  roar: 
The  bombs,  far-flaming,  hifs  along  the  fky, 
And  whirring  through  the  iir  the  bullets  fly ; 
The  wounded  air  with  hollow  deafen'd,  found, 
Groans  to  the  direful  ftrife,  artd  trembles  round* 

Now  from  the  Moorifli  town  the  Iheets  of  fire, 
Wide  blaze  fuccee4iQg  blaze,  to  heaven  afpire. 
Black  rife  the  clouds  of  fmoke^  and  by  the  gales 
Borne  down,  in  ftreams  hang  hovering  o'er  the  vales  5 
And  flowly  floating  round  the  mountairt's  head 
Their  pitchy  mantle  o'er  the  landfcape  fprcad. 
Unnumber'd  fea-fowl  rifmg  from  the  ftiore. 
Beat  round  in  wiiirls  at  every  cannon's  roar': 
Where  o'er  the  fmoke  the  mafts'  tall  heads  appear. 
Hovering  they  fcream,  then  dart  with  fudden  fear, 
On  trembling  wings  far  round  and  round  they  fly, 
And  fill  with  difmal  clang  their  native  flcy. 
Thus  fled  in  rout  confus'd  the  treacherous  Moors 
From  field  to  field,  then,  haftning  to  the  ftiores. 
Some  truft-  in  boats  their  wealth  and  lives  to  faVe, 
And  wild  with  dread  they  plunge  into  the  wavi ; 

F  2  '  Some 
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Some  fpread.  their  arms  to  fwim,  and  fome  beneath* 

The  whelmiftg  billows,  ftruggling,  pant  for  breath>. 

Then  whirl'd  aloft  their  noftrils'fpout  the  brine  j 

While  fliowering  ftill  from  many  a  carabine 

The  leaden  hail  their  fails  and  veffels  tore, 

Till  ftruggling  hard  they  reached  the  neighboring  fhore  r. 

Due  vengeance  thus  their  perfidy  repay'di 

And  Gama's  terrors  to- the  Edl  difplay'd..  ^ 

Imbrown'd'with  duft  a  beaten  pathway  (hews 
Where  'midft  unbrageous  palms  the  fountain  flows  j; 
From  thence  at  will  they  bear  the  liquid  health ; 
And  now  fble  maftcrs  of  the  iftand'^s  wealth. 
With  coftly  fpoils  and  eaftern  robes  adom'd. 
The  joyful  viftors  to  the  fleet  return'd« 

With  hell's  Iceen  fires  ftill  for  revenge  athirfl. 
The  Regent  burns,  and  weens,  by  fraud  accurft^ 
To  ftrike  a  furer,  yet  a  feccet  blow, 
^And  in  one  general  deatk  to  whelm  the  foe-. 
The  promifed  Pilot  to  the  fleet  he  fends. 
And  deep  repentance  for  his  crime  pretends- 
Sincere  the  Herald  feems,  and  wl^ile  he  fpeakSj 
The  winning  tears  fl^al  down -his  hoary  cjipeks. 
Brave  Gama,  touch'd  with  generous  woe,  believes^ 
And  from  his  hand  the  Pilot's  hand  receives : 

A  dreadful 
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A  dreadful  gift !  inftrufted  to  decoy, 

In  gulphs  to  whelm  then^  or  on  rocks  deftroy. 

> 

The  valiant  Chief,  impatient  of  delay. 
For  India  now  refumes  the  watery  way  5 
Bids  weigh  the  anchor  and  unfurl  the  fail, 
Spread  full  the  canvas  ta the  riling  gale; 
He  fpoke ;  and  proudly  o'er  the  foaming  tide. 
Borne  on  the  wind,  the  fuU-wing'd  veflels  ride  y 
While  as  they  rode  before  the  bounding  prows 
The  lovely  forms  of  fea-born  nymphs  arofe. 
The  while  brave  Vasco's  unfufpefting  mind 
Yet  fear'd  not  ought  the  crafty  Moor  defign'd : 
Much  of  the  coaft  he  alks,  and  much  demands 
Of  Afric's  fhores  and  India-'S'  fpicy  lands. 
The  crafty  Moor  by  vengeful  Bacchus  taught 
Emplcy'd  on  deadly  guile  his  baneful  thought;, 
In  his  dark  mind,  he  plann'd,  on  Gama's  head 
Full  to  revenge  Mozambic  and  thie  dead. 
Yet  all  the  Chief  demanded  he  reveal'd,^ 
Nor  ought  of  truth,  that  truth  he  knew,  conceal-d  : 
For  thus  he  ween'd  to  gain  his  eafy  faith. 
And  gain'dj  betray  to  flavery  or  to  death. 
And  now  feeurely  trufting  ta  deftroy, 
•As  erft  falfe  Sinon  fnared  the  fons  of  Troy^ 

Behold, 
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Behold,  difclofing  from  the  flcy,^Jie  cries,'"-  i  .  «:i\,  I.  \[»  •    ■   /' 

Far  to  the  north,  yon  clbud-like  ifl^  arife :  >  ». 

From  ancient  times  the  natives  of  the  fhore 

The  blood-ftain'd  Image  on  the,  Crofs  adore,    ^  r  ^ 

Swift  at  the  word,  thje  joyful  Gama: cry ]4j   ^      ,( - 

For  that  fair  ifland  turn  the.  helm  afide, 

O  bring  my  veffels  wbeie  the  ChriftiaijjS  4well^ 

And  thy  glad  lips  my  gratitude  fball  tG|l.;.. 

With  fuUen  joy  the  treacherous  Moor  ccrml>Jy'4> 

And  for  that  ifland  tutn'd  the  helm  afidc.     , .  i  . 

For  well  Quiloa's.fwar^hy  yace  he.  knew. 

Their  laws  and  faitfc'  to  Hagar'3  o&pring  true ;    .      [ 

Their  ftrength  in  war,,  through  all  the  nations  round. 

Above  Mozambic  and  her  powers  renown'd  j 

He  knew  what  hate  the  Ghriftian  name  they  bore, 

And  hoped  that  hajte  on  Vasco's  bands  to  pour. 

Right  to  the  land  the  faithlefe  Pilot  fleers. 
Right  to  the  land  the  glad  Armada  bears  4 
But  heavenly  Love's  fair  Queen  %  whofe  watchful  care 
Had  ever  been  their  guide,  beheld  the  fnare, 

^  But  bea*venly  Lo've*  f  fair  ^teen — When  fpoke  the  Arabic  language,    Gam  a   was 

Gam  A  arrived  in  the  Eafl,  the  Moors  were  oUiged  to  employ  them  both  a3  Pilots  and 

the  only  people  who  engrofled  the  trade  of  Interpreters.     The  circumilance  now  men- 

thofe  parts.      Jealous  of  fuch  formidable  tioned   by  Ccunoens  is   an   hiAoncal  fad. 

rivals   as  the   Portuguefe,    they   employed  The  Moorilh   Pilot,    fays  De  Barros,  in- 

every  artifice  to  accomplifh  the  defbruftion  tended  to  condud  the  Portuguefe  into  Qui- 

of  Gama's  fleet,  for  they  forefaw  the  con-  loa,  telling  them  that  place  was  inhabited 

fequenccs  of  his  return  to  Portugal.     As  the  by  Chriftians, .  but  a  fudden  ftorm  arifing. 

Moors  were  acquainted  with  thefe  feas  and  drove  the  fleet  from  that  fhore,  where  death 

40r 
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A  fudden  ftorm  fhe  rais'd:  Loud  howl'd  the  blaft,  ^ 
The  yard-arms  rattled,  and  each  groaning  maft 
Bended  beneath  the  weight.     Deep  funk  the  prows, 
And  creaking  ropes  the  creaking  ropes  oppofe;  ^ 
In  vain  the  Pilot  would  the  fpeed  reftrain, 
The  Captain  Ihouts,  the  Sailors  toil  in  vain ; 
Aflope  and  gliding  on  the  leeward  Tide 
The  bounding  veffels  cut  the  roaring  tide : 
Soon  far  they  paft ;  and  now  the  flacken'd  fail 
Trembles  and  bellies  to  the  gentle  gale : 
Now  many  a  league  before  the  tempeft  toft 
The  treacherous  Pilot  fees  his  purpofe  croft  : 
Yet  vengeful  ftill,  and  ftill  intent  on  guile, 
Behold,  he  cries,  yon  dim  emerging  ifle : 
There  live  the  votaries  of  Mefliah's  lore 
In  faithful  peace  and  fri?ndfhip  with  the  Moor. 
Yet  all  was  falfe,  for  there  Meffiah's  name, 
Reviled  and  fcorn'd,  was  only  known  by  fame. 
The  groveling  natives  there,  a  brutal  herd, 
The  fenfual  lore  of  Hagar's  fon  preferr'd. 


or  flavery  would  have  been  the  certain  fate  Mooriih  Pilots  who  remained  on  board  to  be 

of  Gam  A  and  his  companions.  Thevillany  examined  by  whipping,    who,    after  fome 

of  the  Pilot  was  afterwards  difcovered.     As  titac^   made  a  full  confeflion  of  their  inv 

Gam  A  was  endeavouring  to  enter  the  port  tended  villany.     This  difcovery  greatly  en- 

of  Mombaze  his  fhip  ihnck  on  a  fand  b^k»  couraged  Gam  a  and  his  men,  who  now  in- 

and  finding  their  purpofe  of  bringing  him  tcrpreted  the  fudden  ftorm  which  had  driven 

into    the    harbour   defeated,    two   (^   the  them- from  Quiloa  as  a  miraculous  interpo- 

Moorifh  Pilots  leaped  into  the  fea  and  fwam  fition  of  the  Divine  Providence  in  their  fa- 


aihore.  Alarmed  at  this  tacit  acknowledge-       vour. 
ment  of  guilt,  Gam  a  ordered  two  other 


With 
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With  joy  brave  GAMAliears  the  artful  tale. 
Bears  to  the  harbour,  and  bids  furl  the  fail. 
Yet  watchful  ftill  fair  Love's  celeftial  Queen 
Prevents  the  danger  with  an  hand  unfeen ; 
Nor  paft  the  bar  his  ventrous  veffels  guides, 
And  fafe  at  anchor  in  the  road  he  rides* 

Between  the  ifle  and  Ethiopia's  land  *« 

A  narrow  current  laves  each  adverfe  ftrand ; 
Clofe  by  the  margin  where  the  green  tide  flows. 
Full  to  the  bay  a  lordly  city  rofe ; 
With  fervid  blaze  the  glowing  Evening  pours 
Its  purple  fplendors  o'er  the  lofty  towers  ; 
The  lofty  towers  with  milder  luftre  gleam^  ^ 

And  gently  tremble  in  the  glafly  ftream. 
Here  reign'd  an  hoary  King  of  ancient  famcj  ^^^ 

Mombaze  the  town,  and  fertile  ifland's  name. 

As  when  the  Pilgrim,  who  witTi  weary  pace 
Through  lonely  waftes  untrod  by  human  race, 
For  many  a  day  difconfolate  has  ftray'd, 
The  turf  hi^  bed,  the  wild-wood  boughs  his  fhade^ 
O'erjoy'd  beholds  thex:heerful  feats  of  men 
In  grateful  iprofpeft  riiing  on  his  ken : 
•So  Gama  joy'd,  who  many  a  dreary  day 
Had  trac'd  the  vaft,  the  lonefome  watery  way. 

Had 
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Had  feen  new  ftars,  unkown  to  Europe,  rile, 
And  brav'd  the  horrors  of  the  polar  fkies  : 
So  joy'd  his  bounding  heart,  when  proudly  rear'd, 
The  fplendid  City  o'er  the  wave  appeared, 
Where  heaven's  own  lore,  he  trufted,  was  obey'd, 
And  Holy  Faith  her  facred  rites  difplay'd. 
And  now  fwift  crowding  through  the  horned  bay 
The  Moorirti  barges  wing'd  their  foamy  way, 
To  Gama's  fleet  with  friendly  fmiles  they  bore 
The  choiceft  produ6ls  of  their  cultured  fhore. 
But  there  fell  rancour  veil'd  its  ferpent-head. 
Though  feftive  rofes  o'er  the  gifts  were  fpread. 
For  Bacchus  veil'd,  in  human  fhape,  was  here. 
And  pour'd  his  counfel  in  the  Sovereign's  ear. 


O  pftfeous  lot  of  Man's  uncertain  ftate ! 
What  woes  on  life's  unhappy  journey  wait ! 
When  joyful  hope  would  grafp  its  fond  defire. 
The  long-fought  tranfports  in  the  grafp  expire. 
By  fea  what  treacherous  calms,  what  rufhing  ftorms, 
And  death  attendant  in  a  thoufand  forms ! 
By  land  what  ftrife,  what  plots  of  fecret  guile. 
How  many  a  wound  from  many  a  treacherous  fmile 
O  where  Ihall  Man  efcape  his  numerous  foes. 
And  reft  his  weary  head  in  fafe  repofe ! 


END    OF    THE     FIRST    BOOK. 
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TH  E  fervent  luftre  of  the  evening  ray 
Behind  the  weftern  hills  now  died  away,     , 
And  night,  afcending  from  the  dim-brow*d  eaft. 
The  twilight  gloom  with  deeper  ftiades  increaft ; 
When  Gama  heard  the  creaking  of  the  oar. 
And  markt  the  white  waves  lengthening  from  the  fhorc; 
In  many  a  fkiff  the  eager  natives  came^ 
Their  femblance  friendfhip,  but  deceit  their  aim. 
And  now  by  Gama's  anchored  Ihips  they  ride, 
And,  Hail  illuftrious  chief,  their  leader  cried. 
Your  fame  already  thefe  our  regions  own. 
How  your  bold  prows  from  worlds  to  us  unknown 

G  2  Have 
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Have  braved  the  horrors  of  the  fouthern  main, 
Where  ftorms  and  darknefs  hold  their  endlefs  reign, 
Whofe  whelmy  waves  our  weftward  prows  have  barr*d 
From  oldeft  times,  and  ne'er  before  were  dared 
By  boldeft  Leader  :  Earneft  to  behold 
The  wondrous  hero  of  a  toil  fo  bold, 
To  you  the  Sovereign  of  thefe  iflands  fends 
The  holy  vows  of  peace,  and  hails  you  friends. 
If  friendfhip  you  accept,  whate'er  kind  heaven 
In  various  bounty  to  thefe  fliores  has  given, 
Whate'er  your  wants,  your  wants  fhall  here  fupply. 
And  fafe  in  port  your  gallant  fleet  fliall  lie  ; 
Safe  from  the  dangers  of  the  faithlefs  tide. 

And  fudden  burfting  florms,  by  you  untry'd  ; 

Yours  every  bounty  of  the  fertile  fhore. 

Till  balmy  refl  your  wearied  crevsr  reftore. 

Or  if  your  toils  and  ardent  hopes  demand 

The  various  treafures  of  the  Indian  Arand, 

The  fragrant  cinnamon,  the  glowing  clove. 

And  all  the  riches  of  the  fpicy  grove ; 

Or  drugs  of  power  the  fever's  rage  to  bound, 

Or  give  foft  langour  to  the  fmaiting  wound ; 

Or  if  the  fplendor  of  the  diamond's  rays, 

The  fapphhe's  azure,  or  the  ruby's  blaze. 

Invite  your  fails  to  fearch  the  Eaftern  world, 

Here  may  thefe  fails  in  happy  hour  be  furl'd  : 


For 
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For  here  the  fplendid  treafures  of  the  mine. 

And  richeft  offspring  of  the  field  combine 

To  give  each  boon  that  human  want  requires, 

And  every  gem  that  lofty  pride  defires ; 

Then  here,  a  potent  King  your  generous  friend. 

Here  let  your  perlous  toils  and  wandering  fearches  *  end. 

He  faid :  brave  Gam  a  fmiles  with  heart  fincere. 
And  prays  the  herald  to  the  king  to  bear 
The  thanks  of  grateful  joy  :  but  now,  he  cries. 
The  black'ning  evening  veils  the  coafl  and  fkies. 
And  through  thefe  rocks-  unknown  forbids  to  fleer  -, 
Yet  when  the  flreaks  of  milky  dawn  appear 
Edging  the  eaflern  wave  with  filver  hore 
My  ready  prows  fliall  gladly  point  to  fhore ; 
Afliired  of  friendfhip,  and  a  kind  retreat, 
AlTured  and  profFer'd  by  a  King  fo  great. 
Yet  mindful  flill  of  what  his  hopes  had  cheer'd. 
That  here  his  nation's  holy  fhrines  were  rear'd. 


*  After  Gama    had   been  driven   from  et  aquis  dulcibus.  Utitur  praeterea  mira  cae- 

Quiloa  by  a  fudden  llorm,  the  affurances  of  litemperie.  Homines  vivunt  admodum  lautc, 

the  Mozambic  pilot  that  the  city  was  chiefly  et  domos  more  noftro  sedi/icant.— Mifit  rex 

inhabited  by  Chriflians,  flrongly  inclined  nuncios,  qui  Gamam  nomine  illius  faluta- 

him  to   enter  the  harbour  of  Mombaze;  rent.  .  .   .  Aiunt   deindc    regionem   illara 

•«  Nee  uUum  locum  (fays  Oforius)  magis  op-  efle  opulentiffimam,   earumque  renim  om- 

portunum  curandi«  atque  reficiendis  aegrotis  nium  pleniflimam,  quarum  gratia  multi  in 

pofle  reperiri.       Jam  eo  tempore  bona  pars  Indiam  navigabant.     Regem  aded  efle  in 

eorum,  qui  cum  Gama  confcenderant,  variis  illos  voluntate  propenfum  ut  nihil  eflet  tam 

morbis  confumpta  fuerat,  et  qui  evaferant,  difficile,  quod  non  fe  eorum  gratia  fa^lurum 

erant  gravi  invaletudine  debilitati polliceretur."     Oforius  Silvenfis  Epifc.  dc 

Tellus  abundat  fruftibus  et  oleribus,  et  fru-  Rebus  Emman.  Regis  Lufit.  geftis. 
gibus,  et  pecorum  et  iarmentorum  gregibus. 

He- 
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He  afks,  if  certain  as  the  Pilot  told, 

Mefiiah's  lore  had  flourifhed  there  of  old, 

And  flouriflied  ftiH  ?  The  Herald  raaorh'd  with  joy  .  ^  — 

The  pious  wifh,  and  watchful  to  decoy, 

Meffiah  here,  he  cries,  has  altars  more 

Than  ail  the  variotis  ftmnes  of  other  lore. 

O'erjoyed  brave  Vasco  heard  the  pleafing  tale. 

Yet  fear'd  that  fraud  its  viper-fting  might  veil 

Beneath  the  glitter  of  a  (hew  fo  fair, 

He  half  believes  the  tale,  and  arms  againft  the  fnare. 

••  With  Gama  faird  a  bold  adventurous  band, 
Whofe  headlong  rage  had  urg'd  the  guilty  hand : 
Stern  Juftice  for  their  crimes  had  afk'd  their  blood. 
And  pale  in  chains  condemn'd  to  death  they  flood ; 
But  fav'd  by  Gama  from  the  fhameful  death. 
The  **  bread  of  peace  had  feal'd  their  plighted  faith, 

^  Erant   enim    in  ca  daflc  decern  ho-  giieateft   atonement   for  their  guilt  whick 

mines  capite  damnati,  qaibus  fucrat  ea  lege  men    in    their  circumftances    could  poffi- 

vita  concefTa,  at  quihufcimque  in  lods   a  bly   make.     Where  the   fubjed   thus  ob- 

Gama  relidl  fuifTent,   regiones  liiflrarent,  trades   the  occafion,  a  (hort  diereflion,   it 

hominumque  mores  et  iiSitutik  cognefce-  is  hoped,  will  be  pardoned,    while  every 

rent.     0(or.  feeling  breafl  muft   be   pleafed  with   the 

During  the  reign  of  Emmanuel,  and  his  wifdom  and  humanity  of  the  Portuguefti  mo- 

predeceflor  John  fl.  few  criminals  were  exc-  narchs,  indignation  and  regret  muft  rife  on 

cuted  in  Portugal.     Thefe  great  and  politi-  the  view  of  the  prefent  ilate  of  the  penal 

cal  princes  employed  the  lives  which  were  laws  of  England.     What  multitudes  every 

forfeited  to  the  public  in  the  moH  dangerous  year,  in  the  prime  of  their  life,  end  their 

undertakings  of  public  utility.     In  their  fo-  days  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner  !    That 

reign  expeditions  the  condemned  criminals  the  Legiflature  might  devife  means  to  make 

were  fent  upon  the  moil  hazardous  emer-  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  lives  ufeful  lo  fo- 

gencies.     If  death  was  their  fate,  it  was  the  ciety  is  a  fa£i,  which  furely  cannot  be  dif- 

puniQiment  they  had  merited  :  if  fuccefsful  putcd  ;  though  perhaps  the  remedy  of  an 

in  what  was  requited,    their  crimes  were  evil  fo  (hocking  to  humanity  may  be  at 

expiated  ;  and  often,  as  in  the  voyage  of  fome  diflance. 


vCama,    they  rendered   their  country  the 
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The  defolate  coaft,  when  ordered,  to  explore,.* 

And  dare  each  danger  of  the  hoftile  Ihore  : 

From  this  bold  band  he  chofe  the  fubtleft  two^ 

The  port,  the  city,  and  its  ftrength  to  view. 

To  mark  if  fraud  its  fecret  head  betrayed, 

Or  if  the  rites  of  heaven  were  there  difplayed. 

With  coftly  gifts,  as- of  their  truth  fecure,. 

The  pledge  that  Gam  a  deem'd  their  faith  was  pure- 

Thejfe  two  his  Heralds  to  the  King,  he  fends  : 

The  faithlefs  Moors  depart  aa  fmiling  friends* 

Now  thro'  the  wave  they  cut  their  foamy  way,  ^ 

Their  chearful  fongs  reibunding  through  the  bay : 

And  now  on  Ihore  the  wx)nd6ring  natives  greet, 

And  fondly  hail  the  ftrangers  from  tiie  fleet* 

The  prince  their  gifts  with  friendly  vows  receives. 

And  joyful  welcome  to  the  Lufians  gives; 

Where'er  they  pafs,  the  joyful  tumult  bends. 

And  through  the  town  the  glad  applaufe  attends. 

But  he  whofe  cheeks  with  youth  immortal  fhone. 

The  God  whofe  wondrous  birth  two  mothers  own, 

Whofe  rage  had  ftill  the  wandering  fleet  annoyed. 

Now  in  the  town  his  guileful  rage  employed. 

A  Chriflian  prieft  he  feem'd  $  a  fumptuous  •  flirine 

He  rear'd,  and  tended  with  the  rites  divine : 

«  Onity  the  piSure  of  that  Jhape  he  placet.  In   thefe  lines,  the  beft  of  all  Fanfliaw, 

Jn  which  the  Holy  Spirit  did  alight^  the  happy  rcpctirion  **  fo  chnfte,  fo  white,'* 

^-hepiciu^  of  the  Dove,  fo  ivhite,  fo  chafte,         is  a  beauty  which,  though  nor  contained  in 
On  the  bUf^Virgiifshead^fQ  chaftcf  fo  *whit€.         the  original,  the  prefent  tranilator  was  un- 
willing to  lofe, 

.  O'er 


48  THE        L    U    S    I    A    D.  Book  II. 

O'er  the  fair  altar  waved  the  crofs  on  high, 
Upheld  by  angels  leaning  from  the  fky  -, 
Defcending  o'er  the  Virgin's  facred  head 
So  white,  fo  pure,  the  Holy  Spirit  fpread 
The  dove-like  piftured  wings,  fo  pure,  fo  white ; 
And,  hovering  o'er  the  chofen  twelve,  alight 
The  tongues  of  hallowed  fire.     Amazed,  oppreft. 
With  facred  awe  their  troubled  looks  confeft 
The  infpiring  Godhead,  and  the  prophet's  glow, 
Which  gave  each  language  from  their  lips  to  flow. 
Where  ^  thus  the  guileful  Power  his  magic  wrought 
De  Gama's  heralds  by  the  guides  are  brought: 
On  bended  knees  low  to  the  earth  they  fall. 
And  to  the  Lord  of  heaven  in  tranfport  call. 
While  the  feign'd  Prieft  awakes  the  cenfer's  fire. 
And  clouds  of  incenfe  round  the  fhrine  afpire. 
With  chearful  welcome  here,  carefs'd,  they  ftay 
Till  bright  Aurora,  melfenger  of  day, 
Walk'd  forth  j  and  now  the  fun's  refplendent  rays. 
Yet  half  enuerging  o^r  the  waters,  blaze. 
When  to  the  fleet  the  Moorifli  oars  again 
Dafh  the  curl'd  waves,  and  waft  the  guileful  train  : 
The  lofty  decks  they  mount.     With  joy  elate, 
Their  friendly  welcome  at  the  palace-gate. 


^  See  the  Preface. 


The 
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The  King's  fincerity,  the  people's  care, 
And  treafures  of  the  coaft  the  fpies  declare : 
Nor  paft  untold  what  moft  their  joys  infpired, 
What  moft  to  hear  the  valiant  chief  defired, 
That  their  glad  eyes  had  feen  the  rites  divine^ 
Their  '^  country's  worfhip,  and  the  facred  flirine. 
The  pleafing  tale  the  joyful  Gama  hears ; 
Dark  fraud  no  more  his  generous  bofom  fears : 
As  friends  fmcere,  himfelf  fincere,  He  gives 
The  hand  of  welcome,  and  the  Moors  receives. 
And  now,  as  confcious  of  the  deftin'd  prey,    . 
The  faithlefs  race,  with  fmiles  and  geftures  gay, 
Their  ikifFs  forfaking,  Gama's  fhips  afcend. 
And  deep  to  ftrikc  the  treacherous  blow  attend. 


«^  When  Gama  lay  at  anchor  among  the  Dr.  Geddes,  in  his  Hiftory  pfthe  Church 

iflands  of  St.   George^  near  to  Mozambic,    '  of  Malabar,  relates,  that  Francifco  Rozy  a 

**  there  came  three  Ethiopians  on  board,  jefuit  miflionary,  complained  to  Menezes, 

(fays  Faria  y  Sou/a)  who,  feeing  St.   Ga-  the   Portuguefe   archbilhop   of  Goa,   that 

briel  painted  on  the  poop,  fell  on  their  knees  when  he  £ewed  thefe  people  an  image  of 

in  token  of  their  Chriftianity,  which  had  our  Ladv,  they  cried  out,  *•  Away  with  thi!t 

been  preached  to  them  in  the  primitive  Althinefs,  we  are   Chriflians,  and  do  not 

times,    though  now  corrupted."      Barros,  adore  idols  or  pagods." 
c.  4.  and  Caflaneda,  1.  i.  c.  9.  report,  that  Dom  Frey  AUixo  dt  Menexes^  archbifhop 

the  Portu|;uefe  found  two  or  three  Abyffi-  of  Goa,   did  *'  endeavour  to  thruft  utx>n 

nian  Chnftians  in   the  city  of  Mombaze,  the  church  of  Malabar  the  whole  mafs  of 

who  had  an  oratory  in  their  houfe.     The  popery,which  they  were  before  unacquainted 

following  (hort  account  of  the  Chriltians  of  with."    To  this  purpofehe  had  engaged^ 

the  Eaft  may  perhaps  be  acceptable.     In  the  neighbouring  princes  to  affift  him,  ^' and 

the  fouth  parts  of  Malabar,  about  200000  had  fecured  the  major  part  of  the  priefts 

of  the  inhabiunts  profeifed  Chriftianity  be-  prefent,  in  all  one  hundred  and  fifty  three, 

fore  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe,     They  whereof  two-thirds  were  ordained  by  him-r 

called  themfelves   the   Chriltians  of  Saint  felf,  and  made  them  abjure  their  old  reli- 

Thomas,  by  which  apoftle  their  anceftors  gion,  and  fubfcribe  the  creed  of  pope  Pius 

had  been  converted.     For  1300  years  they  IV."     Millar's  Hiftory  of  the  Propag.  of 

had  been  under  the  Patriarch  of  Babylon,  Chriftianity, 
who  appointed  their  Meter  one  or  archbilhop. 

H  On 
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On  fhore  the  truthlefs  manarclt  arms  his  bands. 
And  for  the  fleet's  approach  impatient  ftands ;. 
That  foon  as  anchored  in  the  port  they  rode 
Brave  Gama's  decks  might  reek,  with  Lufian  blood : 
Thus  weening  to  revenge  Mozambic's  fete. 
And  give  full  furfeit  to  the  Moorifti  hate ; 
And  now  their  bowfprits  bending,  to  the  bay 
The  joyful  crew  the  ponderous  anchors  weigh,. 
Their  Ihouts  the  while  refounding.    To-  the  gale: 
With  eager  hands  they  ipread  the  fore-maft  fail*. 
But  Love's  fair  Queen  the  fecret  fraud  beheld : 
Swift  as  an  arrow  o'er  the  battle-field, 
From  heaven  flie  darted  to  the  watery  plain. 
And  caird  the  fea-born  nymphs,  a  lovely  train^, 
From  Nereus  fprung';  the  ready  nymphs  obey, 
Proud  ""  of  her  kindred  birth,  and  own  her  fway. 

«  Proud  of  bir  kindred  birth — The  French  which  flowed  from  the  dlihonefl  wound  of 

tninflator  has  die  foHowing  note  on   this  Saturn ;  he  carries  his  views  higher ;  U» 

place,  *^  Cet  endroit  eii  Pun  de  ceox  qui  Venus  is  (torn  a  hh\s  more  noble.  Nigidiu& 

montrent  coatbien  i'Auteur  ell  habile  d^  relates,  that  two  fifties  one  day  conveyed  air 

la  mythologie,   et  en  meme  terns  combien-  egg  to  the  Tea.  fhore :  This  egg  was  hatched 

de  penetration  fon  aliegorie  demande.    IF  hv  two  pigeons  whiter  than  mow,  and  gave 

y  a  bien  peu  de  gens,,  qui    en  lifant  ici,.  birth  to  the  Aflyrtan  Venus,  which,  in  the 

^c. This  is  one  of  the  places  which  Pagan  theology,  is  the  fame  with  the  cdef- 

difcover  our  Author's  intimate  acquaintance  tiai:  She  intruded  mankind  in  Religion, 

with  Mythology,  and  at  the  fame  time  how  gave  them  the  lefTons  o£  virtue  and  the  laws, 

nuttch  attention  hi&  allegory  requires.  Many  of  equity.     Jupiter,  in  reward  of  her  la* 

readers,  on  finding  that  the  protedtrefs  of  the'  hours,  promifed  to  grant  her  whatever  ihe 

""Eofiana  fprung  from  the  fea,.  would  be  apt  defired.     She  prayed  him  to  giv«  immorta^ 

to  exclaim^   Schoid,  the  birth  of  the  ter-  lity  to  the  two  fiflies,  who  had  been  infhii- 

lefirial  Venus  !  How  can  a  nativity  fo  in-  mental  in  her  births  and  the  fiihes  wcie  ac- 

&mous  be  afcribed  to  the  celeiHal  Venus,        cordingly  placed  in  the  Zodiac 

f    who  reprefents  Reli^oa  ?     I  anfwcr,  that  This  table  agrees  perfedly  with  Religion,. 

Camoens  had  not  his  eye  on  thofe  fables,.  as  I  could  de^y  (hew  ;  but  I  think  it  more 

which  derive  the  birth  of  Venus  from  the  proper  to  leave  to  the  ingenioos  reader  the 

ifioam  of.the  waves,  mixed  with  the  blood  plcafure  of  tracii)g  the  allegory."  Thus  the 

grai'e 
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She  tells  what  ruin  threats  her  fav'rite  race ; 
Unwonted  ardour  glows  on  every  face^ 
With  keen  rapidity  they  bound  away, 
Dafli'd  by  their  filver  limbs,  the  billows  grey 
Foam  round:  Fair  Doto,  fir'd  with  rage<livinc. 
Darts  through  the  wave,  and  onward  o'er  the  brine 
The  ^  lovely  Nyfe  and  Nerine  fpring 
With  all  the  vehemence  and  i^^ced  of  wing. 
The  curving  billows  to  their  breafts  divide 
And  give  a  yielding  paffage  through  the  tide. 


5^ 


•:grave  Caflera. — Befides  the  above,  Myfho- 
•logy  gives  two  other  accounts  of  the  origin  6f 
the  fign  Pifces.  When  Venus  and  Copid  fled* 
from  the  rage  of  Typhon,  they  were  faved 
by  two  fifhes,  who  carried  them  over  the 
river  Euphrates.  The  fifhes,  in  return,  were 
.placed  in  the  Zodiac.  Another  fable  fays, 
that  that  favour  was  obtained  by  Neptune 
for  the  two  Dolphins,  who  fird  brought  him 
his  beloved  Amphitrite.  This  variety  in 
the  Pagan  Mythology  is,  at  leaft,  a  proof 
tnat  tne  allegory  oi  a  Poet  ought  not,  witn- 
^ut  full  examination,  to  be  condemned  on 
the  appearance  of  inconfiilency. 

'  DotOy  Ny/e^    and  Nerine ClotO,  or 

Clotho,  as  Caftera  obfervcs,  has  by  fome 
«rror  crept  into  almoft  all  the  Portuguefe 
editions  of  theLufiad,  Clotho  was  one  of 
the  Fates,  and  neither  Hefiod,  Homer,  nor 
Virgil  have  given  fuch  a  name  to  any^of  the 
Nereides ;  but  in  the  ninth  Eneid  Doto  is 
mentioned,  ^ 

'  Magnique  juheho 

^quarts  ejje  Dcasj  qualis  l^ere'ia  Doto 
Et  Galatea  fecat  Jbumantem  peffore  pontum. 

The  Nereides,  m  the  Lnfiad,  fays  Caftera, 
are  the  virtues  divine  and  human.  In  the 
firft  book  they  accompany  the  Portuguefe 
fleet  ; 

— —  before  the  hounding  proivs 
The  lovely  forms  of  fea-born  nymphs  arofe. 


**  And  without  doubt,  fays  he,  this  allegory;^ 
in  a  lively  manner,  reprefents  the  concU- 
tioB  of  mankind.  .  The  virtues  languiHi  i« 
repofe ;  adverfities  animate  and  awake  them. 
The  fleet  failing  before  a  favourable  wind 
is  followed  by  the  Nereides,  but  the  Ne- 
reides are  fcattered  about  in  the  fea.  When 
danger  becomes  imminent,  Venus,  or  Re- 
ligion, aflembles  them  to  its  fafety.'*  What- 
ever the  reader  m^  think  of  the  intention 
of  Camoens,  there  is  undoubtedly  a  pietti- 
nefs  in  tliis  explication.  The  following  part 
is  indeed  highly  pedantic.  "  Doto,  continue* 
Caftera,  is  derived  from  the  verb  Ai^p,  / 
ginje.  According  to  this  etymology  Doto  is 
Charity.  Nyfe  is  Hope,  and  Nenne  Faith, 
For  the  name  Nyfe  comes  from  Niw,  / 
fiAiitti,  For  the  adion  of  Hope  agrees  with 
(hat  of  fwimming,  and  fs  the  fymbol  of  it. 
Nerine  is  a  term  compofed  of  ^jjV*?,  an  old 
worti,  which  fignifies  the  laaters  ofthtfea^ 
and  of  ^r^jj,  a  file  y  as  if  one  fliould  fay,  the 
file  ofthefea-nuatersy  a  myfterious  cxpreflion, 
applicable  to  Faith,  which  is  the  file  of  our 
ioul,  and  which  is  rendered  perfeft  by  the 
water  of  baptifm."  Our  French  Translator 
wifely  adds,  that  perhaps  fome  pcrfons  may 
defpife  this  etymology,  but  that  for  his  part, 
he  is  unwilling  to  rejcdl  it,  as  it  tends  to  un- 
ravel the  allegory  of  his  author. 
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With  furious  fpeed  the  Goddefs  rufh'd  before, 

Her  beauteous  form  a  joyful  Triton  bore, 

Whofe  eager  face  with  glowing  rapture  fired, 

Betray'd  the  pride  which  fiich  a  tafk  infpired. 

And  now  arriv'd,  where  to  the  whittling  wind 

The  warlike  Navy's  bending  mafts  reclin'd,  1 

As  through  the  billows  rufh'd  the  fpeedy  prows, 

The  nymphs  dividing,  each  her  ftation  chofe. 

Againfl  the  Leader's  prow,  her  lovely  breaft 

With  more  than  mortal  force  the  Goddefs  preft ; 

The  fhip  recoiling  trembles  on  the  tide. 

The  nymphs  in  help  pour  round  on  every  fide, 

Frorii  the  dread  bar  the  threatened  keels  to  fave  ;  -j 

The  {hip  bounds  up,  half  lifted  from  the  wave,  > 

And  trembling,  hovers  o*er  the  watry  grave*  J 

As  when  alarm'd,  to  fave  the  hoarded  grain, 

The  care-earn'd  ftore  for  Winter's  dreary  reign. 

So  toil,  fo  tug,  fo  pant,  the  labouring  Emmet  train. 

So  toil'd  the  Nymphs,  and  ftrain'd  their  panting  force 

To  turn  ^  the  Navy  from  its  fatal  courfc : 

Back,  back  the  fhip  recedes ;  in  vain  the  crew 

With  fhouts  on  fhouts  their  various  toils  renew  ^ 

In  vain  each  nerve,  each  nautic  art  they  ftrain. 

And  the  rough  wind  diftends  the  fail  in  vain : 

«  Imitated  from  Virgil. 


Cymotboe  fimuU  it  Triton  adnixus  acuta 
JDetrudu/it  navts  fcopulo^  Vi  R  c .  En.  I. 


Enraged, 
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Enraged,  the  Sailors  fee  their  labours  croft ; 
From  fide  to  fide  the  reeling  helm  is  toft ; 
High  on  the  poop  the  fkilful  mafter  ftands  ; 
Sudden  he  ftirieks  aloud,  and  fpreads  his  hands. 
A  lurking  rock  its  dreadful  rifts  betrays. 
And  right  before  the  prow  its  ridge  difplays ; 
•Loud  Ihrieks  of  horror  from  the  yard-arms  rife^ 
And  a  dire  general  yell  invades  the  Ikies. 
The  Moors  ft  art,  fear-ftruck,  at  the  horrid  foundj, 
As  if  the  ra^e  of  combat  roar'd  around- 
Pale  are  their  lips,  each  look  in  wild  amaze 
The  horror  of  dete£led  guilt  betrays, 
Pierc'd  by  the  glance  of  Gama's  awful  eyes 
The  confcious  Pilot  quits  the  helm  and  flies. 
From  the  high  deck  he  plunges  in  the  brine; 
His  mates  their  fafety  to  the  waves  confign^ 
Dafh'd  by  their  plunging  falls  on  every  fide 
Foams  and  boils  up  around  the  rolling  tide. 
Thus  ^  the  hoarfe  tenants  of  the  fylvan  lake, 
A  Lycian  race  of  old,  to  flight  betake. 


^  Latona,  fays  the  fable,  flyiirg  from  the 
fcrpent  Python,  and  faint  wirfi  thirft,  came 
10  a  pond,  where  fome  Lycian  peafants  were 
cutting  the  bul nifties.  In  revenge  of  the  in- 
fults  which  they  offered  her  in  preventing 
lier  to  drink,  Ihe  changed  them  into  frogs. 
This  fable,  fays  Caftera,  like  almoft  all  the 
fell,  is  drawn  from  hillory.  Philocorus,  as 
<:ited  by  BocCkce,  relates,  that  the  Rhodians 
having  declared  war  againft  the  Lycians^ 
were  alfifted  by  fome  troops  from  Delos, 
vho  carried  the  image  of  Latona  on  their 


iVandards.  A  detachment  of  thefe  going  tft 
drink  at  a  lake  in  Lycia,  a  croud  of  pea- 
fants endeavoured  to  prevent  them.  An  en- 
counter enfued ;  the  peafants  ^ed  to  the  lake 
for  fhelter,  and  were  there  flain.  Some 
months  aften^'ards  their  companions  came  in 
fearch  of  their  corpics,  and  finding  an  un- 
ufual  quantity  of  frogs,  imagined,  according 
to  the  fuperfHtion  of  their  age,  that  the  fouls 
of  their  friends  appeared  to  them  oinder  that 
jnetamorphofis. 

Is  it  allowable  in  Epic  Poetry  to  iirtroduce 

a  coca- 
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At  every  found  they  dread  Latona's  hate, 
And  doubled  vengeance  of  their  former  fate  s 
All  fudden  plunging  leave  the  margin  green, 
And  but  their  heads  above  the  pool  are  feen. 
So  plung'd  the  Moors,  when,  horrid  to  behold  ! 
From  the  bar'd  rock's  dread  jaws  the  billows  roll'd, 
Opening  in  inftant  fate  the  fleet  to  whelm,     \ 
When  ready  Vasco  caught  the  ftaggering  helm : 
Swift  as  his  lofty  voice  refounds  aloud 
The  ponderous  anchors  dafti  the  whitening  flood. 
And  round  his  veflel,  nodding  o'er  the  tide. 
His  other  ftiips,  bound  by  their  anchors,  ride. 
And  now  revolving  in  his  piercing  thought 
Thefe  various  fcenes  with  hidden  import  fraught ; 


a  comparifoQ  taken  from  a  low  image?  Thb 
is  a  queftioR  which  has  exercifed  the  abilities 
of  Critics  and  Tranflators,  till  criticifm  has 
degenerated  into  trifling,  and  learning  into  pe- 
dantry. To  (bmc  it  may  perhaps  appear  need- 
Icfs  to  vindicate  Camoens,  in  a  point  wherein 
he  is  fupported  by<he  authority  of  "Homer 
and  Virgil.  Yet  as  many  readers  are  infedlcd 
with  the  fang  froid  of  a  Boffu  or  a  Perrault, 
an  obfervation  in  defence  of  our  Poet  cannot 
be  thought  impertinent.  If  we  examine  the 
finefl  d^ufions  of  genius,  we  fhall  find,  that 
the  mod  genuine  poetical  feeling  has  often 
dictated  thofe  fimilics  which  are  drawn  from 
familiar  and  low  objefts.  The  Saaed  Wri- 
ters, and  the  greateft  Poets  of  every  nation, 
have  ufed  them.  We  may  therefore  con- 
clude, that  the  criticifm  which  condemns 
them  is  a  refinement  not  founded  on  Nature. 
But,  allowing  them  admifTible,  it  mud  be 
•  obferved,  that  to  render  them  pleafing  re- 


qnifes  a  peculiar  happinefs  and  delicacy  of 
management.  When  the  Poet  attains  this 
indifpenfible  point,  he  gives  a  ftriking  proof 
of  his  elegance,  and  othis  mafterfhip  in  his 
art.  That  the  fimilies  of  the  Emmets  and 
of  the  Frogs  in  Camoens  are  happily  ex- 
prelTed  and  applied,  is  indifputable.  In 
that  of  the  Frogs  there  is  a  peculiar  proprie- 
ty, both  in  the  com  pari  P)n  itfelf,  and  in  the 
alkifion  to  the  &ble  ;  as  it  was  the  intent  of 
the  Poet  to  reprefent  not  only  the  flight, 
but  the  l)afene{s  of  the  Moors.  The  flmilie 
he  feems  to  have  copied  from  Dante,  Inf. 
Cant  9. 

Come  le  rane  innanxi  a  la  nemica 
Bi/cia  per  Vacquaji  Mleguan*  tuttt 
Fin  chc  a  la  terra  ciafcuna  s*ahbica. 
And  Cant.  22. 

E  come  A  Porlo  de  Pacqua  d*unfo£h 
Stan*  It  ranocchi  pur  col  mujo  fuori 
'SP  <1h  celano  i  piedi^  e  Valtro  grojfo. 

The 
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The  boaftful  Pilot's  felf-accufing  flight. 

The  former  treafon  of  the  Moorifh  fpight ; 

How  to  the  fatal  rock  the  furious  wind. 

The  rufliing  current,  and  their  art  combined ; 

Yet  though  the  groaning  blaft  the  canvas  fwell'd. 

Some  wondrous  caufe,  unknown,  their  fpeed  witheld: 

Amaz'd,  with  hands  high  raised,  and  fparkling  eyes, 

A  *  miracle  !  the  raptur'd  Gama  cries, 

A  miracle  I  O  hail,  thou  facred  fign. 

Thou  pledge  illuftrious  of  the  Care  Divine. 

Ah  !  fraudful  Malice !  how  (hall  Wildom's  care 

Efcape  the  poifon  of  thy  gilded  fnare ! 

The  front  of  Iwnefty^  the  faintly  (hew,  . 

The  fmile  of  friendfhip,  and  the' holy  vow  > 

All,  all  conjoin'd  our  eafy  faith  to  gain. 

To  whelm  us,  fhipwreck'd,  in  the  ruthlefs  main  j 
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*  Oforius  gives  the  following  account  of 
this  adventure.  Talking  of  the  two  Exiles 
whom  Gama  had  fent  on  fhore  ;  Rex  laeta 
et  hilari  frontc  cxules  accepit,  imperavitque 
domeilicis  fuis,  uc  illis  urois  fitum  et  pul- 
chritudinem  demon(!raj*ent.  Ubi  vero  re- 
verfi  funt.  Rex  multa  aron^atum  genera, 
quae  ex  India  deportari  folent,  illis  oftentat, 
et  quantulum  vifam  eli  donat,  ut  Gamae 
monflrare  poflent,  et  admoncre,  quantocflet 
utilius  apud  Regem  amicum  rem  gerere, 
quam  vitam  tarn  periculofse  navieationi  com- 
mittere.  Cum  his  mandatis  redeunt  exules 
in  clafTem,  Gama  mirifice  Ixtatus  efl,  et 
poilridie  anchoras  tolli  juber,  et  naves  prope 
urbem  conftituk  Ciim  ver6  illius  navis  xHns 
indtati  vi  celerius,  quam  commodum  e/Tct, 
inveheretor,  timens  ille  ne  in  vadum  incidc- 
ret,  vela  contrahere  et  anchoras  dcmittere 
coniellim  juilit Quo  fa^o  Mozambi- 


quenfes  gubernatores  metu  repentino  per- 
culfi,  fe  prxcipites  in  mare  dejtciunty  et  a4 
lintres  quafdam,  quae  non  procul  aberat,  ntn« 

do  confugiunt At  Gama  magnis  vo- 

dbus  ad  eos,  qui  in  Untribus  erant,  incla- 
mavit,  ut  iibi  mos  ^ubernatores  redderent : 
at  illi  clamores  illius  afpernati,  gubema- 
tores  in  terram  expofuerunt.  Hie  Gama 
cum  et  conjedura,  et  aliquo  etiam  Arabic 
gubcmatoris  indicio,  et  multis  praeterea  fig- 
nis,  perfpexiffet  e  quanto  periculo  fuifiet 
auxilio  divino  liberatus,  manus  in  ccelum 
fudulit.  Barros  and  Caftaneda,  in  relating 
this  part  cf  the  voyage  of  Gama,  fay,  that 
the  fleet,  juil  as  they  were  entering  the  port 
of  Mombafla  were  driven  back,  as  it  were, 
by  an  invifible  hand.  By  a  fubfequent  note 
it  will  appear,  that  the  fafety  of  the  Ar- 
mada depended  upon  this  circumRaiice. 

But 
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But  where  our  prudence  no  deceit  could  fpy, 

There,  heavenly  Guardian,  there  thy  watchful  eye 

Beheld  our  danger :  ftill,  O  ftill  prevent. 

Where  human  forefight  fails,  the  dire  intent,'   ' 

The  lurking  treafon  of  the  fmiling  foe  ; 

And  let  our  toils,  pur  days  of  lengthning  woe. 

Our  weary  wanderings  end.     If  ftill  for  thee, 

To  fpread  thy  rites,  our  toils  and  vows  agree,  ^ 

On  India's  ft  rand  thy  facred  ftirines  to  rear. 

Oh,  let  fome  friendly  land  of  reft  appear : 

If  for  thine  honour  we  thefe  toils  have  dar'd, 

Thefe  toils  let  India's  long-fought  fliore  reward. 

So  fpoke  the  Chief:  the  pious  accents  move 
The  gentle  bofom  of  Celeftial  Love : 
The  beauteous  Queen  to  heaven  now  darts  away ; 
In  vain  the  weeping  nymphs  implore  her  ftay : 
Behind  her  now,  the  morning  ftar  fhe  leaves, 
And  the  ^  fixth  heaven  her  lovely  form  receives. 
Her  radiant  eyes  fuch  living  fplendors  caft. 
The  fparkling  ftars  were  brighten'd  as  ftie  paft ; 
The  frozen  pole  with  fudden  ftreamlets  flow'd. 
And  as  the  burning  zone  with  fervor  glow'd. 


k  As  the  planet  of  Jupiter  is  in  the  fixth  heaven,  the  Author  has  with  propriety  there 
placed  the  throne  of  tKat  GoA.    C. 

And 
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And  now  confeft  before  the  throne  of  Jove, 
In  all  her  charms  appears  the  queen  of  Love : 
Flufh'd  by  the  ardour  of  her  rapid  flight 
Through  fields  of  aether  and  the  realms  of  light, 
Bright  as  the  blufties  of  the  rofeate  morn. 
New  blooming  tints  her  glowing  cheeks  adorn ; 
And  all  that  pride  of  beauteous  grace  fhe  wore, 
As  '  when  in  Ida's  bower  fhe  flood  of  yore. 
When  every  charm  and  every  hope  of  joy 
Enraptured  and  allured  the  Trojan  boy. 
Ah !  "  had  that  hunter,  .whofe  unhappy  fate 
The  human  vifage  lofl  by  Dian's  hate, 


^  y*entends  les  cenfeursy  fays  Caftera,  fe 
re  crier  que  cet  endroit-ci  ne  con<vient  nulU" 

ment  a  la  Venu$  celefte, 1  am  aware  of 

the  obje£lion,  that  this  pafTage  is  by  no 
means  applicable  to  the  celeflial  Venus.  I 
anfwer  once  for  all,  that  the  names  and  ad- 
ventures of  the  Pagan  Divinities  are  fo 
blended  and  uncertain  in  Mythology,  that  a 
Poet  is  at  great  liberty  to  adapt  them  to  hb 
allegory  as  he  pleafes.  Even  the  fables, 
which,  to  thofe  who  penetrate  no  deeper 
than  the  Rhind,  may  appear  as  profane, 
even  thefe  contain  hiftorical,  phyfical,  and 
moral  truths,  which  fully  atone  for  the  feem- 
ing  licencioufiiefs  of  the  letter.  I  could 
prove  this  in  many  inftances,  but  let  the  pre- 
sent fuffice.  Paris,  fon  of  Priam,  king  of 
Troy,  fpent  his  firft  years  as  a  (hepherd  in 
the  country.  At  this  time  Juno,  Minerva, 
and  Venus  difputed  for  the  apple  of  gold, 
which  was  deftined  to  be  given  to  the  moft 
beautiful  goddefs.  They  confented  that  Paris 
ihould  be  their  judge.  His  equity  claimed 
this  honour.  He  faw  them  all  naked.  Juno 
promifed  him  riches,  Minerva  the  fciences, 
but  he  decided  in  fevour  of  Venus,  who  pro- 


mifed him  the  pofTefCon  of  the  moft  bea«- 
ful  woman.  What  a  ray  of  light  is  con- 
tained in  this  philofophical  fable !  Parii 
reprefentsa  iludious  man,  who,  in  thefilence 
OMolitude,  feeks  the  fupreme  good.  Juno 
is  the  emblem  of  riches  and  dignities,  Mi- 
nerva, that  of  the  fciences  purely  human, 
Venus  is  that  of  Religion,  which  contains 
the  fciences  both  human  and  divine ;  the 
charming  female,  which  fhe  promifes  to  the 
Trojan  (hepherd,  is  that  Divine  Wifdom 
which  gives  tranquillity  of  heart.  A  Judge 
fo  philo(bphical  as  Paris  would  not  heiitats 
a  moment  to  whom  to  give  the  apple  of  gold. 
Thus  Caftera.  The  above  may  likewife  fervc 
as  a  comment  on  the  pafTage  in  the  firft 
book.     See  pag.  i6, 1.  c. 

"'  "  The  allegory  of  Camoens  is  here  ob- 
vious. If  A6teon,  and  the  (laves  of  their 
violent  paffions  could  difcover  the  beauties 
of  true  religion,  they  would  be  aflonifhed 
and  reclaimed ;  according  to  the  expreifion 
of  Seneca,  **  Si  virtus  cerni  poffet  oculis 
corporeis,  omnes  ad  amorem  fuum  pelli- 
ceret,^'     Caftera. 


Had 
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Had  he  beheld  this  fairer  goddefs  more 

Not  hounds  had  flain  him,  but  the  fires  of  love. 

Adown  her  neck,  more  white  than  virgin  fnow. 

Of  fofteft  hue  the  golden  trefles  flow ; 

Her  heaving  breafts  of  purer,  fofter  white. 

Than  fnow  hills  gliftening  in  the  moon's  pale  light. 

Except  where  covered  by  the  fafh,  were  bare, 

And  "  Love,  unfcen,  fmil'd  foft,  and  panted  there : 

Nor  lefs  the  zone  the  god's  fond  zeal  employs. 

The  zone  awakes  the  flames  of  fecret  joys. 

As  ivy  tendrils  round  her  limbs  divine 

Their  fpreading  arms  the  young  defires  entwine ; 

Below  her  waift,  and  quivering  on  the  gale. 

Of  thinneft  texture,  flows  the  filken  veil : 


■  "  That  is  Divine  Love,  which  always 
accompanies  Religion.  Behold  how  our 
Author  infinuates  the  excellence  of  his  mo- 
ral!"    Caftera. 

As  the  French  Tranflator  has  acknow- 
ledged»  there  is  no  doubt  but  feveral  Readers 
ivill  be  apt  to  decty  this  allegorical  interpre- 
tation of  the  machinery  of  Camoens.  In- 
deed there  is  nothing  more  eafy  for  a  fancy- 
ful  genius»  than  to  difcover  a  fyftem  of  alle- 
gory in  the  fimpleft  narrative.  The  reign 
of  Henry  VIII.  is  as  fufceptible  of  it  as  any 
fable  in  the  heathen  Mythology.  Nay,  per- 
haps, more  fo.  Under  the  names  of  Henry, 
More,  Wolfey,  Cromwell,  Pole,  Cranmer, 
&c.  all  the  war  of  the  paffions,  with  their 
diflerent  cataftrophes,  mieht  be  delineated. 
But  though  it  may  be  eafy  to  find  a  meta- 
phorical meaning,  which  was  never  intend- 
ed by  the  Author,  in  what  manner  the 
Poets  of  the  two  laft  centuries  adopted  the 


nfe  of  allegory,  is  thp  queftion  at  prefent  to 
be  confidered.  Though  it  may  be  difficult 
to  determine  how  far,  yet  one  may  venture 
to  affirm,  that  Homer  and  Virgil  fometime* 
allegorifed^  The  poets»  however,  ^who 
wrote  on  the  revival  of  letters,  have  left  u& 
in  no  doubt ;  we  have  their  own  authority 
for  it,  that  their  machinery  is  allegorical.^ 
Not  only  the  Pagan  Deities,  but  the  more 
modem  adventures  of  enchantment  were  ufed 
by  them  to  delineate  the  affeftiohs ;  and  the 
trials  and  rewards  of  the  virtues  and  vices. 
Taflb  publifhed  a  trcatife  to  prove  that  his 
Gierufalemme  Liber  at  a  is  no  other  than  the 
Chriflian  fpiritual  warfare.  And  Camoens» 
as  obferved  in  the  preface,  has  twice  afler t- 
ed,  that  his  machinery  is  allegoricaL  The 
Poet*s  aflertion,  and  the  talle  of  the  age  in 
which  he  wrote,  fufficicntly  vindicate  the 
Endea*vour  to  unravel  and  explain  the  alle- 
gory of  the  Lu/iad. 
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(Ah !  where  the  lucid  curtain  dimly  fhows, 

With  doubled  fires  the  roving  fancy  glows !) 

The  hand  of  modefly  the  foldings  threw. 

Nor  all  conceal'd,  nor  all  was  given  to  view ; 

Yet  her  deep  grief  her  lovely  face  betrays, 

Though  on  her  cheek  the  foft  fmile  faultering  plays. 

All  heaven  was  mov'd — as  when  fome  xlamfel  coy. 

Hurt  by  the  rudenefs  of  the  amorous  boy. 

Offended  chides  and  fmiles ;  with  angry  mien 

Thus  mixt  with  fmiles,  advanced  the  plaintive  queen  -, 

And  •  thus :    O  Thunderer  !  O  potent  Sire ' 

Shall  I  in  vain  thy  kind  regard  require ! 

Alas !  and  cherifli  ftill  the  fond  'deceit. 

That  yet  on  m^  thy  kindeft  finiles  await. 

Ah  heaven !  and  muft  that  valour  which  I  love 

Awake  the  vengeance  and  the  rage  of  Jove  ! 

Yet  mov'd. with  pity  for  my  fav'rite  race 

I  fpeak,  thoueh  frowning  on  thine  awful  face, 

I  mark  the  tenor  of  the  dread  decree, 

That  to  thy  wrath  configns  my  fons  and  me. 

Yes  !  let  ftern  Bacchus  blefs  thy  partial  care. 

His  be  the  triumph,  and  be  mine  defpair. 

The  bold  advent'rous  fons  of  Tajo's  clime 

I  loved — alas !  that  love  is  now  their  crime : 

<»  The  following  fpeech  of  Venus  and  the       the  fir^  Eneid,  and  do  great  honour  to  the 
reply  of  Jupiter,  are  a  fine  imitation  from       Claffica]  tafte  of  die  Portuguefe  Poet. 

I  2  ,  O  happy 
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O  happy  they,  and  profp'rous  gales  their  fate, 
Had  I  purfued  them  with  relentlefs  hate  F 
Yes  !  let  my  woeful  (ighs  in  vain  implore, 
Yes  I  let  them  perifh  on  fome  barb'rous  fhore, 
For  I  have  loved  them — Here,  the  fweUing  figh 
And  pearly  tear-drop  rufhing  in  her  eye. 
As  morning  dew  hangs  trembling  on  the  rofe. 
Though  fond  to  fpeak,  her  further  fpeech  oppofe — 
Her  lips,  then  moving,  as  the  paufe  of  woe- 
Were  now  to  give  the  voice  of  grief  to  flow ; 
When  kindled  by  thofe  charms,  whofe  woes  might  move. 
And  melt  the  prowling  Tyger's  rage  to  love. 
The  thundering  God  her  weeping  forrows  ey'd> 
And  fudden  threw  his  awful  flate  afide : 
With  '  that  mild  look  which  ftills  the  driving  ftorm. 
When  black  roll'd  clouds  the  face  of  heaven  deform  ; 
With  that  mild  vifage  and  benignant  mien 
Which  to  the  fky  reftores  the  blue  ferene. 
Her  fnowy  neck  and  glowing  cheek  he  prefl:. 
And  wip'd  her  tears,  and  clafp'd  her  to  his  breaft ; 
Yet  (he,  ftill  fighing,  dropt  the  trickling  tear, 
As  the  chid  nurfling,  mov'd  with  pride  and  fear. 


'-Imitated  from  Vine.  En  L 

OlUfuhrlJins  hcminum  fator  at  que  Deorum^ 
Vultu^  quo  calum  tempeftatgfim/erenat^ 
- O/cu/a  iiianiit' MaSa-"» 
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Still  fighs  and  moans,  though  fondled  and  careft; 
^  Till  thus  great  Jove  the  Fates'  decrees  confeft: 
O  thou,  my  daughter,  ftill  belov'd  as  fair. 
Vain  are  thy  fears,  thy  heroes  claim  my  care : 
No  power  of  gods  could  e'er  my  heart  incline, 
Like  one  fond  fmile,  one  powerful  tear  of  thine. 
Wide  o'er  the  eaftern  fhores  fhalt  thou  behold 
Thy  flags  far  flreaming,  and  thy  thunders  roll'd;. 
Where  nobler  triumphs  fhall  thy  nation  crown. 
Than  thofe  of  Roman  or  of  Greek  renown. 

If  by  mine  aid  the  fapient  Greek  could  brave 
Th'  Ogycian  feas,  nor  '  fmk  a  deathlefs  flave ; 
If  through  th'  Illyrian  (helves  Antenor  bore. 
Till  fafe  he  landed  on  Timavus'  ftiore  s 
If,  by  his  fate,  the  pious  Trojan  led. 
Safe  through  Charibdis'  '  barking  whirlpools  fped: 
Shall  thy  bold  Heroes,  by  my  care  difclaim'd. 
Be  left  to  perifh,  who,  to  worlds  unnam'd 
By  vaunting  Rome,  purfue  their  dauntlefs  way  ? 
No — foon  (halt  thou  with  ravi(h'd  eyes  furvey. 
From  ftream  to  ftream  their  lofty  cities  fpread, 
And  their  proud  turrets  rear  the  warlike  headi 

^  i.  c.  The  (Tavc  of  Calypfo,  who  offered       »  /ui  antra 

Ulyffcs  immortality  on  condition  he  would  %/Awi,  n  cctrulds  canibus  refonantia/axa. 

Kve  with  her  Vlro,  En.  lU. 

The 
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The  ftern-brow'd  Turk  fhall  bend  the  fuppliant  knee. 
And  Indian  Monarchs,  now  fecure  and  free, 
Beneath  thy  potent  Monarch's  yoke  fhall  bend, 
And  thy  juft  Laws,  wide  o'er  the  Eaft,  extend. 
Thy  Chief,  who  now  in  Error's  circling  maze. 
For  India's  fliore  through  fhelves  and  tempefts  ftrays ; 
Thy  chief  fhalt  thou  behold,  with  lordly  pride. 
O'er  Neptune's  trembling  realm  triumphant  ride. 
O  wondrous  fate  !  when  not  a  breathing  "  gale 
Shall  curl  the  billows,  or  diftend  the  fail. 
The  waves  fhall  boil  and  tremble,  aw'd  with  dread. 

And  own  the  terror  o'er  their  empire  fpreai 

« 

That  barb'rous  coafl,  with  various  ftreams  fupplied, 
Which,  to  his  wants,  the  fountain's  gifts  deny'd ; 
That  coafl  fhalt  thou  behold  his  Port  fupply. 
Where  oft  thy  weary  fleets  in  refl  fhall  lie. 
Each  fhore  which  weav'd  for  him  the  fnares  of  death, 
To  him  thefe  fhores  fhall  pledge  their  ofFerr'd  faith  ; 
To  him  their  haughty  Lords  fhall  lowly  bend, 
And  yield  him  tribute  for  the  name  of  friend. 


■  After  the  Portuguefc  had  made  great 
conquefls  in  India,  Gama  had  the  honour  to 
be  appointed  Viceroy.  In  1 5  24,  when  fail- 
ing thither  to  take  pofTeffion  of  his  govern- 
ment, his  fleet  was  10  becalmed  on  the  coafl 
Cambaya,  that  the  fhips  flood  motionlefs 
on  the  water,  when  in  an  inflant,  without 
the  leaft  change  of  the  weather,  the  waves 
were  fhaken  with  a  violent  agitation,  like 
trembling.    The  fhips  were  tpfTed  about, 


The  failors  were  terrified,  and  in  the  utmoft 
confufion,  thinking  themfelves  lofl.  When 
Gama,  perceiving  it  to  be  the  effeft  of  an 
earthquake,  with  his  wonted  heroifm  and 
prudence,  exclaimed,  "  Of  *wha$  are  you 
afraid  ?  Do  you  not  fee  honv  the  Ocean 
trembles  under  its  Sonjereigns  /'*  Banx», 
L.  9.  C.  I.  ahd  Faria,  C.  9.  who  fays, 
that  fuch  as  lay  fick  of  fevers  were  cured 
by  the  fright. 

The 
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.1. 
The  Red-fea  wave  fhall  darken  in  the  fhade 

Of  thy  broad  fails  in  frequent  pomp  difplay'd ; 

Thine  eyes  fhall  fee  the  golden  Ormuz'  fhore, 

Twice  thine,  twice  conquered,  while  the  furious  Moor, 

Amazed,  fhall  view  his  arrows  backward  *  driven. 

Showered  on  his  legions  .by  the  hand  of  heaven. 

Though  twice  affailed  by  many  a  vengeful  band, 

Unconquered  flill  fhall  Dio's  ramparts  fland. 

Such  prowefs  there  fhall  raife  the  Lufian  name 

That  Mars  fhall  tremble  for  his  blighted  fame ; 

There  fhall  the  Moors  blafpheming  fink  in  deaths 

And  curfe  their  prophet  with  their  parting  breath* 

Where  Goa*s  warlike  ramparts  frown  on  high. 
Pleased  fhalt  thou  fee  thy  Lufian  banners  fly ; 
The  Pagan  tribes  in  chains  fhall  crowd  her  gate. 
While  fhe  fublime  fhall  tower  in  royal  flate, 
The  fatal  fcourge,  the  dread  of  all  who  dare 
Againfl  thy  fons  to  plan  the  future  war. 
Though  few  thy  troops  who  Conanour  fuflain, . 
The  foe,  though  numerous,  fhall  affault  in  vain. 
Great  Calicut,  for  potent  hofls  renown'd, 
By  Lifbon's  fons  afTail'd  fhall  flrew  the  ground : 


*  Both  Barros  and  Caftaneda  relate  this  wind  the  arrows  of  the  latter  were  driven 

fad.     Albuquerk,  during  the  war  of  Or-  back  upon .  themfelvcs,   whereby  many  of 

muz,   having  given  battle  to  the  Perfians  their  troops  were  wounded, 
and  Moors,    by   the  violence  of  a  fudden 

By 
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By  Cochin's  walls,  againft  whole  troops  of  foes, 
Shall  one  brave  Lufian  his  proud  breaft  oppofe : 
Ne'er  did  the  lyre  refound  a  hero's  name 
More  brave,  more  worthy  of  immortal  fame. 
When  '  blackening  broad  and  far  o'er  Aftium's  tide 
Auguftus'  fleets  the  flave  of  love  defy'd, 
When  that  fallen  Hero  to  the  combat  led 
The  braveft  troops  in  Baftrian  Scythia  bred, 
With  Afian  legions,  and,  his  fhameful  bane, 
The  Egyptian  Queen  attendant  in  the  train  ; 
Though  Mars  raged  high,  and  all  his  fury  pour'd, 
Till  with  the  ftorm  the  boiling  furges  roar'd. 
Yet  (hall  thine  eyes  more  dreadful  fcenes  behold, 
On  burning  furges  burning  furges  roU'd, 
The  fheets  of  fire  far  billowing  o'er  the  brine, 
While  I  my  thunder  to  thy  fons  refign. 
Thus  many  a  fea  fhall  blaze,  and  many  a  fhorc 
Refound  the  horror  of  the  combat's  roar. 
While  thy  bold  prows  triumphant  ride  along 
By  trembling  China  to  the  ifles  unfung 


*  Hinc  ope  harbarica  'varii/^ue  Antonius  Alta  petunt  :  pelago  credas  tnnare  rfvulfas 

armis  Cyclada^^  aut  monies  c  ncurrfre  montihui  alt^s: 

yi^or^  ab  Aurora  pof^tUs  i^  it  tore  rubra  Tanta  mole  nj'tri  turritis  tuppibus  infinnt. 

JEgyptum^   *virejque  Orientis,  i^  ultima  fe-  Stupea fiamma  manu,  teli/que  lolatilf ferrum 

cum  Spargitur  :  ar*va  no*va  Neptunia  carde  rubefy 
ia^ra  *vehit :  fequiturque   nefas  /  jEgvptia  cunt^ 

conjux.  f^^vit  medio  in  certamine  Ma*V9rs. 

Una  omnes  ruere^   ac  totum  fpumare  redu£lis  ViRC.  iEw.  Vlll, 


Con'vulfum  remis  rofirifque  tridentibus  ^juor. 


By 
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By  ancient  bard,  by  ancient  chief  unknown, 
Till  Ocean's  utmoft  fhore  thy  bondage  own. 

Thus  from  the  Ganges  to  the  Gadian  ftrand, 
From  the  moft  northern  wave  to  fouthmoft  land  ^ 
That  land  which  firft,  the  Lufian  fliame  and  '*  pride, 
The  brave  neglefted  Magalhaens  defcryed. 
From  all  that  Vaft,  though  crown'd  with  heroes  old, 
Who  with  the  gods  were  demi-gods  enroU'd : 
From  all  that  Vaft  no  equal  heroes  fhine 
To  match  in  arms,  O  lovely  daughter,  thine. 

So  fpake  the  awful  Ruler  of  the  ikies, 
And  Maia's  fon  fwift  at  his  mandate  flies  : 
His  charge,  from  treafon  and  Mombaffa's  king 
The  weary  fleet  to  friendly  port  to  bring. 
And  while  in  fleep  the  brave  De  Gama  lay, 
To  warn,  and  fair  the  fhore  of  refl  difplay. 
Fleet  through  the  yielding  air  Cyllenius  glides. 
As  to  the  light,  the  nimble  air  divides, 
*rhe  myflic  helmet  on  his  head  he  wore. 
And  in  his  right  the  fatal  rod  he  "^  bore ; 

The  Lufian  Jhame  and  pride. — Magal-  at  this  day  are  of  the  utmoft  value  to  the 

haens,   a  moft  celebrated  navigator.     Ne-  Spanifh  Empire.     Of  this  hero  fee  further* 

glefied    by    Emmanuel     king    of    Portu-  X.  Lofiad,  m  the  notes, 
gal,    he  offered   his    fervice    to    the  king  ^  Turn   njirgam   capit :    hoc   animas   ilk 

of    Spain,   under    whom    he  made    moft  evocat  Oreo 

important    difcoveries    round    the    Straits,  Pallentesy  edia\fuh  triftia  Tartara  mittit^ 

which  bear  his  name,  and  in  the  back  parts  D  atfomnos   adimitqutf  ^  lamina  morte  r^ 
#f  South  America;    acquirements,    which  Jignat.  Viae.  uEn.  IV. 

K  That 
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That  rod,  of  power  to  wake  the  filent  dead. 

Or  o'er  the  lids  of  care  foft  flumbers  fhed. 

And  now,  attended  by  the  herald  Fame, 

To  fair  Melinda's  gate  conceal'd  he  came ; 

And  foon  loud  Rumour  ecchoed  through  the  town, 

How  from  the  weftern  world,  from  waves  unknown^ 

A  noble  band  had  reached  the  i^thiop  fhore,. 

Through  feas  and  dangers  never  dar6d  before : 

The  godlike  dread  attempt  their  wonder  fires. 

Their  generous  wonder  fond  regard  infpires, 

And  all  the  city  glows  their  aid  to  give. 

To  view  the  heroes,  and  their  wants  relieve. 

*Twas  now  the  folemn  hour  when  midnight  reigns, 

And  dimly  twinkling  o'er  the  ethereal  plains 

The  ftarry  hoft,  by  gloomy  filence  led. 

O'er  earth  and  fea  a  glimmering  palenefs  fhed ; 

When  to  the  fleet,  which  hemm'd  with  dangers  layi 

The.filver-wing*d  Cyllenius  darts  away. 

Each  care  was  now  in  foft  oblivion  fteep*d, 

The  Watch  alone  accuftom*d  vigils  kept  i 

E'en  Gama,  wearied  by  the  day's  alarms, 

Forgets  his  cares,  reclined  in  flumber's  arms. 

Scarce  had  he  clofed  his  careful  eyes  in  reft, 

When  Maia's  fon  in  vifion  flood  confefl : 

And  fly,  he  cried,  O  Lufltanian,  fly ; 

Here  guile  and  trcafon  every  nerve  apply : 

An 
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An  impious  king  for  thee  the  toil  prepares, 

An  impious  people  weave  a  thoufand  fnares  : 

Oh  fly  thefe  fhores,  unfurl  the  gathered  fail, 

Lo,  heaven,  thy  guide,  commands  the  rifing  gale. 

Hark,  loud  it  nifties,  fee,  the  gentle  tide 

Invites  thy  prows ;  the  winds  thy  lingering  chide. 

Here  fuch  dire  welcome  is  for  thee  prepared 

As  *  Diomed's  unhappy  ftrangers  ihared ; 

His  haplefs  guefts  at  filent  midnight  bled, 

On  their  torn  limbs  his  fiiorting  courfers  fed. 

Oh  fly,  or  here  with  ftrangers'  blood  imbrew'd 

Bufiris'  altars  thou  (halt  find  renew'd : 

Amidft  his  flaughter'd  guefts  his  altars  ftood 

Obfcene  with  gore,  and  bark'd  with  human  blood  : 

Then  thou,  beloved  of  heaven,  my  counfel  hear  j 

Right  by  the  coaft  thine  onward  jpumey  fteer. 

Till  where  the  fun  of  noon  no  fliade  begets. 

But  day  with  night  in  equal  t^nor  fets. 

A  Sovereign  there,  of  generous  faith  xinftain'd, 

With  ancient  bounty,  and  with  joy  unfeigned 

Your  glad  arrival  on  his  fliore  ftiall  greet, 

And  foothe  with  every  care  your  weary  fleet. 

»  Diomede,  a  tyrant  of  Thrace,  who  fed  Hercules  vanquiihed  both  thefe  tyrants,  and 

his  horfes  with  human  flefh  ;  a  things,  fafs  pot  them  to  the  fame  puniihments  which 

the  grare  Caflera,  pre/que  incroyabU^  almoff  their  cruelty  had  infiidteid  on  others.     lib- 

incr&dible.     Bu^bris,  was  a  king  of  Egypt,  crates,  compoied  an  oration  in  honour  of 

'  who  facrificed  flrangers.  Bniins  ;  a  mafterlv  example  of  Attic  rullery 

'   ^h^illaudaii  ne/cit  Bufiridu  aroj  ?  and  fatire.     To  thi*  CaAera  wifely  appeafe, 

V I R  G .  G  E  o  R .  iii.  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  hiftory  of  that  tyrant. 

K   2  And 
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And*  whtn  again  for  India's  golden  ftrand 
Before  tht  profperous  gale  ypur  fails  expand^ 
A  Ikilful  Pilot  oft  ia.  danger  try'dj 
Of  heart  fincerc,  fhalLjprove  your  faithful  guide;. 

Thus  Hermes  fpoke,  and  as  his  flight  he  takes. 
Melting  in  ambient  air,  De  Gam  a  wakes. 
Chiird  with  amaze  he  flood,  when  through  the  night 
With  fudden  ray  appeared  the  burfling  light  -, 
The  winds  loud  \yhizzing  through  the  cordage  figh'di. 
Spread,  fpread  the  fail,  the  raptured  Vasco  cried ; 
Aloft,  aloft,  tliis,  this  the  gale  of  heavenj 
By  heaven  our  guide,  th'  aufpicious  fign  is  given ;. 
Mine  eyes  beheld  the  meflenger  divine,. 
j^O  fly,  he  cried,  and  gave  the  favouring  fign, 

Here  treafon  lurks. Swift  as  the  Captain  fpake: 

The  mariners  fpring  bounding  to  the  deck. 
And  now  with  fhouts  far-ecchoing  o'er  the  fea. 
Proud  of  their  flrength  the  ponderous  anchors  weigh. 
When  ^heaven*  again  its  guardian  care  difplay'd; 
Above  the  wave  rofe  many  a  Moorifh  head; 
ConceaFd  by  night  they  gently  fwam  along, 
And  with  their  weapons  fawed  the  cables  flfong,^ 

y  Having  mentioned  the  cfcape  of  the  fet  a  noftris  fingulari  Gamne  induftria  vigi- 

Moorilh    pilots,    Oforius   proceeds :     Rex  latum,  et  infidiis  fcelerati  illius  regis  occur- 

deinde  homines  magno  cum  iilentio  fcaphis  {urn,  nofhi  in  {limmum  vitx  difcrimen  ind-* 

Sc  lintFibus  fubmittebat,  qui  fecuribus  an--  diflcnt. 
choralia  no^e  prxcidcrent.     Quodnifi  fuif* 

That 
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Tliat  by  the  fwelling  currents  whirrd  and  toft. 
The  navy's  wrecks  might  ftrew  the  rocky  coaft. 
But  now  difcover'd,  every  nerve  they  ply. 
And  dive,  and  fwift  as  frighten'd  vermin  fly.. 

Now  through  the  filver  waves  that  curling  rofe. 
And  gently  murmur'd  round  the  floping  prows, 
The  gallant  fleet  before  the  fteady.  wind 
Sweeps  on,  and  leaves  long  foamy  trafts  behind; 
While  as  they  fail  the  joyful  crew,  relate 
Their  wondrous  fafety  from  impending  fate ; 
And  every  bofom  feels  how  fweet  the  joy 
When  dangers  paft  the  grateful  tongue  employ. 

The  fun  had  now  his  annual  journey  ruili  % 

And  blazing  forth  another  courfe  begun, 
When  fmoothly  gliding  o'er  the  hoary  tide 
Tv/o  floops  afar  the  watchful  matter  fpied ; 
Their  Moorifh  make  the  feaman'^  art  difplay'd; 
Here  Gam  a  weens  to  force  the  Pilot's  aid  : 
Gne,  bafe  with  fear,  to  certain  fliipwreck  flew  j 
The  keel  dalh'd  on  the  fhore,  efcap'd  the  crew. 
The  other  bravely  trufts  the  generous  foe, 
And  yields,  ere  Slaughter  ftruck  the  lifted  blow. 
Ere  Vulcan's  thunders  bellowed.     Yet  again 
The  Captain's  prudence  and  his  wifli  jvere  vain  ; 

No 
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No  Pilot  here  his  wandering  courfe  to  guide, 

No  lip  to  tell  where  rolls  the  Indian  tide  i 

The  voyage  calm,  or  perilous,  or  afar, 

Beneath  what  heaven,  or  which  the  guiding  ftar : 

Yet  this  they  told,  that  by  the  neighbouring  bay 

A  potent  monarch  reign'd,  whofc  pious  fway 

For  truth  and  nobleft  bounty  far  renown'd, 

Still  with  the  Stranger's  grateful  praifc  was.'crown'd. 

O'er  joyed  brave  Gam  a  heard  the  tale,  which  feal'd 

The  facred  truth  that  Maia's  fon  reveal'd  j 

And  bids  the  Pilot,  warn'd  by  heaven  his  guide, 

For  fair  Melinda  turn  the  helm  afide. 

'Twas  now  the  jovial  fcafon,  when  the  morn 

From  Taurus  flames,  when  Amalthea's  horn 

O'er  hill  and  dale  the  rofe-crown'd  Flora  pours. 

And  fcatters  corn  and  wi«e,  and  fruits  and  flowers. 

Right  to  the  port  their  courfe  the  fleet  purfued. 

And  the  glad  dawn  that  (acred  day  renewed. 

When  with  the  fpoils  of  vanquifh'd  death  adorn'd 

To  heaven  the  Viftor  of  the  tomb  returned. 

And  foon  Melinda's  (hore  the  failors  fpy  j 

From  every  maft:  the  purple  ftreamers  fly ; 

Rich-figured  tap'ftry  now  fupplies  the  fail. 

The- gold  and  fcarlet  tremble  in  the  gale ; 

The  fl:andard  broad  its  brilliant  hues  bewrays. 

And  floating  on  the  wind  wide-billowing  plays  j 

Shrill 
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Shrill  through  the  air  the  quivering  trumpet  founds, 

And  the  rough  drum  the  roufirig  march  rebounds. 

As  thus  regardful  of  the  f^cred  day 

The  feftive  navy  cut  the  watery  way, 

Melinda's  fons  the  fhore  in  thoufands  crowd. 

And  offering  joyful  welcome  fliout  aloud : 

And  truth  the  voice  infpired.     Unawed  by  fear. 

With  warlike  pomp  adorii'd,  himfelf  fmcere, 

Into  the  port  the  generous  Gama  rides ; 

His  ftately  veffels  range  their  pitchy  fides 

Around  their  chief;  the  bowfprits  nod  the  head, 

And  the  barb'd  anchors  gripe  the  harbour's  bed. 

Strait  to  the  king,  as  frittids  to  generous  friends^' 

A  captive  Moor  the  valiant  Gama  fends. 

The  Lufian  fame  the  king  already  knew. 

What  gulphs  unknown  the  fleet  had  laboured  through, 

What  fhelves,  what  tertipefts  dared  :  His  liberal  mind 

Exults  the  Captain's  manly  truft  to  find  j 

With  that  ennobling  worth,  whofe  fond  employ 

Befriends  the  brave,  the  Monarch  owns  his  joy, 

Entreats  the  Leader  and  his  Weary  band 

To  tafte  the  dews  of  fweet  repofe  on  land, 

And  all  the  riches  of  his  cultured  fields 

Obedient  to  the  nod  of  Gama  yields. 

His  care  meanwhile  their  prefent  want  attends. 

And  various  fowl,  and  various  ftuits  he  fends  ; 

The 


72  THE      .  L    U    S    I    A    a  Booic  II 

The  oxen  Ipw,  the  fleecy  lambkins  bleat, 
And' rural  fgunds  are  ecchoed  through  the  fleet. 
Ills  gifts  with  joy  the  valiant  Chief  receives, 
And  gifts  in  turn,  confirming  friendfliip,  gives- 
Here  the  proud  fcarlet  darts  its  ardent  rays, 
And  there  the  purple  and  the  orange  blaze .; 
O'er  thefe  profufe  the  branching  coral  fpread. 
The  '  coral  wondrous  in  its  watery  bed  -, 
Soft  there  it  creeps,  in  curving  branches  thrown. 
In  air  it  hardens  to  a  precious  ftoneu 
With  thefe  an  Herald,  on  whofe  melting  tongue 
The  *  copious  rhet'ric  of  Arabia  hung. 
He  fends,  his  wants  and  purpofc  to  reveal. 
And  holy  vow^  of  lafting  peace  to  feal. 
The  Monarch  fits  amidll  his  fplendid  bands. 
Before  the  regal  throne  the  Herald  flands. 
And  thus,  as  eloquence  his  lips  infpired, 
O  King,  he  cries,  for  facred  truth  admired, 
Ordaih'd  by  heaven  to  bend  the  jftubborn  knees 
Of  haughtieft  nations  to  thy  juft  decrees ; 
Fear'd  as  thou  art,  yet  fent  by  heaven  to  prove 
That  Empire's  ftrength  refults  from  Public  love : 

^  Fimen  erat  dumfiagnafuhit^  procefferat  undis 
Gemma  fuit.  Claud, 

^ic  et  coralium^  -qwi  frimum  contifit  auras f 
Ttmfore  dure/cit^  mollis  fuit  berbafub  undis.  Ovid. 

'^  There  were  on  board  Gaxna's  fleet  ieve^  perfons  ikilled  in  the  Oriental  languages. 

090«. 

To 
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To  thee,  O  King,  for  friendly  aid  we  come  -, 

Nor  lawlefs  Robbers  o'er  the  fcas  we  roam : 

No  luft  of  gold  could  e'er  our  breafts  inflame 

To  fcatter  fire  and  flaughter  where  we  came ; 

Nor  fword,  nor  Ipear  our  harmlefs  hands  employ 

To  feize  the  carelefs,  or  the  weak  dcftroy. 

At  our  mofl:  potent  Monarch's  dread  command 

We  fpread  the  fail  from  lordly  Europe's  flraiid ; 

Through  feas  unknown,  through  gulphs  untry'd  before. 

We  force  our  journey  to  the  Indian  (hore. 

Alas,  what  rancour  fires  the  human  breaft  ! 
fiy  what  flern  tribes  are  Afric's  fhores  poffeft  ! 
How  many  a  wile  they  try'd,  how  many  a  fnare  ! 
Not  wifdom  iav'd  us,  'twas  the  heaven's  own  care  z 
Not  harbours  only,  e'en  the  barren  fands 
A  place  of  reft  deny'd  our  weary  bands : 
From  us,  alas,  what  harm  could  prudence  fear  ! 
From  us  fo  few,  their  numerous  friends  fo  near  i 
While  thus  from  fhore  to  cruel  fhore  long  driven. 
To  thee  conduced  by  a  guide  from  heaven. 
We  come,  O  Monarch,  of  thy  truth  affured. 
Of  hofpitable  rites  by  heaven  fecured ; 
Such  *  rites  as  old  Alcinous'  palace  graced. 
When  lorn  Ulyffes  fat  his  favour'd  gueft. 

*  Sec  the  Eighth  Odyffcy,  Sec 

L  Nor 
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Nor  deem,  O  King,  that  cold  fufpicion  taints 
Our  valiant  Leader,  or- his  wifh  prevents ; 
Great  is  our  Monarch,  and  his  dread  command 
To  our  brave  Captain  interdicts  the  land 
Till  Indian  earth  he  tread :  What  nobler  canfe 
Than  loyal  faith  can  wake  thy  fond  applaufe, 
O  thou,  who  knowft  the  ever-preffing  weight 
Of  kingly  **  office,  and  the  cares  of  ftate  ! 
And  hear,  ye  confcious  heavens,  if  Gama's  heart 
Forget  thy  kindnefs,  or  from  truth  depart. 
The  facred  light  fhall  perifh  from  the  Sun,, 
And  Rivers  to  the  fea  fhall  ceafe  to  ""  run. 


^  Caflera's  note  on  this  place  is  fo  cha- 
rafieriftical  of  a  Frenchman,  that  the  Reader 
will  perhaps  be  pleafed  to  fee  it  tranfcribed. 
In  his  text  he  fays,  **  Tot  qui  occupesji  dig- 
nement  h  rang  fupreme—Le  Pofte  dit^  fays 
he,  in  the  note.  Tens  de  Rey  o  officio,  x  oi 
qui  fats  le  metier  de  Koi — The  Poct  lays,  thou 
-u'bo  boldejl  the  bufinefs  of  a  king,  I  confefs, 
he  adds,  I  found  a  ftrong  inclination  to 
trandate  this  fentence  literally.  I  find  much 
noblenefs  in  it.  However,  I  fubmitted  to 
the  opinion  of  fome  friends,  who  were  afndd 
that  the  ears  of  Frenchmen  would  be  (hocked 
at  the  word  bufinefs  applied  to  a  King.  It 
is  true,  neverthelefs,  that  Royalty  is  a  bufi- 
nefs.  Philip  II.  of  Spain  was  convinced 
of  it,  as  we  may  difcern  from  one  of  his 
letters.  Hallot  fays  he,  me  muy  embara^ado^ 
Sec.  I  amfo  entangled  and  incumbered  ^ttb 
the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs,  that  I  have  not  a 
moment  to  my f elf  ,  In  truth,  ive  kings  hold  a 
laborious  office;  (or  trade)  1 1. ere  it  little  rea^ 
fon  to  en*vy  us  J*  May  the  politenefs  of  Eng- 
land never  be  difeuAed  with  the  word  bufi- 
nefs  applied  to  a  King  ! 

^  The  propriety  and  artfulnefs  of  Homer's 
fp'  eches  have  b<^en  often  and  juflly  admired. 
Ci^moens  is  peculiarly  happy  in  the  fame  de- 
pa  tment  of  the  Epop.ia.  The  fpeech  of 
Gama's  herald  to  the  King  of  MeUnda  is  a 


ftriking  inftance  of  it.  The  compliments'^ 
with  which  it  begins  have  a  dire£i  tendency 
to  the  favours  afterward  to  be  aiked.  The 
aflurances  of  the  innocence,  the  purpofe  of" 
the  Voyagers,  and  the  ereatnels  of  thdr 
king,  are  happily  touched.  The  exclama- 
tion on  the  barbarous  treatment  they  had  ex** 
perienced,,  "  Not  wifdom  faved  us,  but  hea- 
ven's own  care,"  are  maftcrly  infinuations;. 
Their  barbarous  treatment  is  again  repeated 
in  a  manner  to  move  compaflion  :  Alas  I 
what  could  they  fear,  &c.  is  reafoning  jcnned 
with  the  pathos.  That  they  were  condudied'' 
to  the  King  of  Melinda  by  heaven,  and  were 
by  heaven  a/Tured  of  his  truth,  is  a  moil  de- 
licate compliment,  and  in  the  true  fpiritcf 
the  Epic  Poem.  The  allufion  to  Alcinoos- 
is  well  timed.  The  apology  for  Gama's. 
refufal  to  come  on  fhore,  is  exceeding  art- 
ful. It  conveys  a  proof  of  the  greatnefs  of 
the  Portuguefe  Sovereign,  and  aiFords  a  com- 
pliment to  Loyalty,  which  could  not  fail  to 
be  acceptable  to  a  Monarch.  In  fhort,  the 
whole  of  the  fpeech  fupplicates  warmly,  but 
at  the  fame  time  in  the  mofl  manly  manner  i 
and  the  adjuration  concludes  it  with  all  the 
appearance  of  warmth  and  iincerity.  Eu-> 
flathius  would  have  written  a  whole  chapter 
•on  fiich  a  fpeech  in.  the  Iliad  or  OdyfTey. 

He 
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He  fpoke  j  a  murmur  of  applaufe  fucceeds. 

And  each  with  wonder  own'd  the  val'rous  deeds 

Of  that  bold  race,  whofe  flowing  vanes  had  wav'd 

Beneath  fo  many  a  fky,  fo  many  an  Ocean  brav'd. 

Nor  lefs  the  King  their  loyal  faith  reveres. 

And  Lifbon's  Lord  in  awful  flate  appears, 

Whofe  leafl:  command  on  fartheft  fhores  obey'd. 

His  fovereign  grandeur  to  the  world  difplay'd. 

Elate  with  joy,  uprofe  the  royal  Moor, 

And  fmiling  thus, —  O  welcome  to  my  (hore  ! 

If  yet  in  you  the  fear  of  treafon  dwell, 

Far  from  your  thoughts  th'  ungenerous  fear  expel: 

Still  with  the  brave,  the  brave  will  honour  find. 

And  equal  ardour  will  their  friendfliip  bind. 

But  thofe  who  fpurn'd  you,  men  alone  in  fhew. 

Rude  as  the  beftial  herd,  no  worth  they  know ; 

Such  dwell  not  here :  and  fince  your  laws  require 

Obedience  flrift,  I  yield  my  fond  defire. 

Though  much  I  wifh'd  your  Chief  to  grace  my  board, 

Fair  be  his  duty  to  his  fovereign  Lord : 

Yet  when  the  morn  walks  forth  with  dewy  feet 

My  barge  (hall  waft  me  to  the  warlike  fleet  j 

There  fliall  my  longing  eyes  the  heroes  view. 

And  holy  vows  the  mutual  peace  renew. 

What  from  the  blufliering  winds  and  lengthening  tide 

Your  fliips  have  fufFer'd,  fhall  be  here  fupply'd. 

L  2  Arms 
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Arms  and  provifions  I  myfelf  will  fend. 
And,  great  of  Ikill,  a  Pilot  ihall  attend- 
So  fpoke  the  King :  and  now,  with  purpled  ray^ 
Beneath  the  lliining  wave  the  god  of  day 
Retiring,  left  the  evening  fhades  to  fpread; 
And  to  the  fleet  the  joyful  herald  fped : 
To  find  fuch  friends  each  breaft  with  rapture  glows, 
The  feaft  is  kindled,  and  the  goblet  flows  ; 
The  trembling  Comet's  imitated  raysi 
Bound  to  the  fkies,  and  trail  a  fparkling  blaze : 
The  vaulting  bombs  awake  their  fleeping  fire, 
And  like  the  Cyclops*  bolts,  to  heaven  afpire  : 
The  Bombadeers  their  roaring  engines  ply,. 
And  earth  and  ocean  thunder  to  the  iky. 
The  trump  and  fyfe's  flirill  clarion  "far  around 
The  glorious  mufic  of  the  fight  refound ; 
Nor  lefs  the  joy  Melinda's  fons  difplay, 
The  fulphur  burfls  in  many  an  ardent  ray. 
And  to  the  heaven  afcends  in  whizzing  gyres, 
And  Ocean  flames  with  artificial  fires. 
In  feftive  war  the  fea  and  land  engage. 
And  echoing  ftiouts  confefs  the  joyful  rage. 
So  paft  the  night :  and  now  with  filvery  ray 
The  Star  of  morning  uflier'd  in  the  day. 

The 
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The  fhadows  fly  before  the  rofeate  hours, 

And  the  chill  dew  hangs  glittering  on  the  flowers. 

The  pruning  hook  or  humble  fpade  to  wield. 

The  chearful  labourer  hafliens  to  the  field  j 

When  to  the  fleet  with  many  a  founding  oar 

The  Monarch  fails  ;  the  natives  croud  the  fhore  y 

Their  various  robes  in  one  bright  fplendor  join. 

The  purple  blazes,  and  the  gold-fl:ripes  fhine ; 

Nor  as  ftern  warriors  with  the  quivering  lance. 

Or  moon-arch'd  bow,  Melinda's  fons  advance ; 

Green  boughs  of  palm  with  Joyful  hands  they  wave^ 

An  omen  of  the  meed  that  crowns  the  Brave  : 

Fair  was  the  (how  the  royal  Barge  difplay'd, 

With  many  a  flag  of  gMning  filk  array 'd, 

Whofe  various  hues,  as  nodding  thro'  the  bay. 

Returned  the  lufl:re  of  the  rifing  day  : 

And  o  .ward  as  they  came,  in  fovereign  ftate 

The  mighty  King  amid  his  Princes  fate : 

His  robes  the  pomp  of  eaflcern  fplendor  fhew, 

A  proud  Tiara  decks  his  lordly  brow  : 

The  various  tiflue  fliines  in  every  fold. 

The  filken  luftre  and  the  rays  of  gold. 

His  purple  mantle  boafts  the  dye  of  Tyre, 

And  in  the  fun-beam  glows  with  living  fire. 

A  golden  chain,  the  fkilful  Artifl's  pride, 

Hung  from  his  neck  j  and  glittering  by  his  fide 

The 
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The  dagger's  hilt  of  ftar-bright  diamond  Ihone, 

The  girding  baldric  burns  with  precious  ftone  ; 

And  precious  ftone  in  ftuds  of  gold  enchafed, 

The  fhaggy  velvet  of  his  bufkins  graced : 

Wide  o'er  his  head,  of  various  filks  inlaid, 

A  fair  umbrella  caft  a  grateful  fhade. 

A  band  of  menials,  'bending  o'er  the  prow, 

Of  horn-wreath'd  round  the  crooked  trumpets  blow ; 

And  each  attendant  barge  aloud  rebounds 

A  barbarous  difcord  of  rejoicing  founds. 

With  equal  pomp  the  Captain  leaves  the  fleet, 

Melinda's  Monarch  on  the  tide  to  meet : 

His  barge  nods  on  amidft  a  fplendid  train, 

Himfelf  adorn'd  in  **  all  the  pride  of  Spain : 

With  fair  embroidery  fhone  his  armed  breaft, 

For  polifh'd  fteel  fupply'd  the  warrior's  veft ; 

His  fleeves,  beneath,  were  (ilk  of  paly  blue. 

Above,  more  loofe,  the  purple's  brighteft  hue 

Hung  as  a  fcarf  in  equal  gatherings  roU'd, 

With  golden  buttons  and  with  loops  of  gold: 

Bright  in  the  Sun  the  polifli'd  radiance  burns. 

And  the  dimm'd  eyeball  from  the  luftre  turns. 


**  Camocns  feems  to  have  his  eye  on  the  velvet,  all  flafhed,  through  which  appears 

pidure  of  Gama,  which  is  thus  defcribed  the  crimfon  lining,  the  doublet  of  crimfoA 

hy  Fart  ay  Sou/a.     "  He  is   painted  with  fattin,  and  over  it  his  armour  inlaid  with 

ji  black  cap,  cloak  and  breeches  edged  with  gold/' 


Of 
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Of  crimfon  fattin,  dazzluig  to  behold 
His  caffoc  fwell'd  in  many  a  curving  fold, 
The  make  was  Gallic,  but  the  lively  bloom 
Confeft  the  labour  of  Venetia's  loom  5 
Gold  was  his  fword,  and  warlike  trowfers  laced 
With  thongs  of  gold  his  manly  legs  embraced. 
With  graceful  mien  his  cap  aflant  was  turn'd. 
The  velvet  cap  a  nodding  plume  adorned* 
His  noble  afpeft,  and  the  purple's  ray, 
Amidft  his  train  the  gallant  Chief  bewray.. 
The  various  veftments  of  the  warrior  train^ 
Like  flowers  of  various  colours  on  the  plain,. 
Attraft  the  pleafed  beholders,  wondering  eye. 
And  with  the  fplendor  of  the  rainbow  vie. 
Now  GaxMa's  bands  the  qiiivering  trumpet  blow. 
Thick  o'er  the  wave  the  crowding  barges  row; 
The  Voorifh  flags  the  curling  waters  fweep, 
The  Lufian  mortars  thunder  o'er  the  deep; 
Again  the  fiery  roar  heaven's  concave  tears. 
The  Moors  aftoniflied  flop  their  wounded  ears  ; 
Again  loud  thunders  rattle  o'er  the  bay. 
And  clouds  of  fmoke  wide-rolling  blot  the  day ; 
The  Captain's  barge  the  generous  King  afcends, 
His  arms  the  Chief  enfold,  the  Captain  bends, 
A  reverence  to  the  fcepter'd  grandeur  due : 
In  filent  awe  the  Monarch's  wondering  view 

Is 
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Is  fixt  '  on  Vasco's  noble  mien  ;  the  while 

His  thoughts  with  wonder  weigh  the  Hero's  toil, 

Efleem  and  friendfhip  with  his  wonder  rife, 

And  free  to  Gama  all  his  kingdom  lies. 

Though  never  fon  of  Lufus'  race  before 

Had  met  his  eye,  or  trod  Melinda's  fhore, 

To  him  familiar  was  the  mighty  name. 

Arid  much  his  talk  extols  the  Lufian  fame; 

How  through  the  vaft  of  Afric's  wildeft  bound 

Their  deathlefs  feats  in  gallant  arms  refound; 

When  that  fair  land  where  Hefper's  offspring  reign'd, 

Their  valour's  prize  the  Lrufian  youth  obtained. 

Much  ftill  he  talk'd,  enraptured  of  the  theme, 

Though  but  the  faint  vibrations  of  their  fame 

To  liim  had  ecchoed.     Pleafed  his  warmth  to  view, 

Convinced  his  promife  and  his  heart  were  true. 

The  illuftrious  Gama  thus  his  foul  expreft 

And  own'd  the  joy  that  laboured  in  his  breaft: 

Oh  thou,  benign,  of  all  the  tribes  alone. 

Who  feel  the  rigour  of  the  burning  zone, 

Whofe  piety,  with  mercy's  gentle  eye 

Beholds  our  wants,  and  gives  the  wifh'd  fupply  ; 

Our  navy  driven  from  many  a  barbarous  coaft, 

On  many  a  tempeft-harrowed  ocean  toft, 

«  The  admiration  and  friendihip  of  the  gil's  Dido.  In  both  cafes  fuch  preparation 
king  of  Melinda,  fo  much  infilled  on  by  was  neceffary  to  introduce  the  long  epiibdes 
iJamoens,  is  a  judicious  imitation  of  Vir-        which  follow* 

At 
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At  laft  with  thee  a  kindly  refuge  finds. 
Safe  from  the  fury  of  the  howling  winds. 
O  generous  King,  may  He  whofe  mandate  rolls 
The  circling  heavens,  and  human  pride  controuls, 
May  the  Great  Spirit  to  thy  breaft  return 
That  needful  aid,  beftowed  on  us  forlorn  ! 
And  while  yon  Sun  emits  his  rays  divine. 
And  while  the  flars  in  midnight  azure  fliine. 
Where'er  my  fails  arc  ftretch'd  the  world  around, 
Thy  praife  ftiall  brighten,,  and  thy  name  refound. 

He  fpoke;  the  painted  barges  fwept  the  flood, 
Where,  proudly  gay,  the  anchored  navy  rode  s 
Eameft  the  King  the  lordly  fleet  furvey? ; 
The  mortars  thunder,  and  the  trumpets  raife 
Their  martial  founds  Melihda's  fons  to  greet, 
Melinda's  fons  with  timbrels  hail  the  fleet. 
And  now  no  more  the  fulphury  tempeft  roars, 
The  boatmen  leaning  on  the  refted  oars 
Breathe  fhort  j  the  barges  how  at  anchor  moor'd. 
The  Kiiig,  while  filence  liften'd  round,  implored 
The  glories  of  the  Lufian  wars  to  hear, 
Whofe  fainteft  ecchoes  long  had  pleafed  his  ear  ; 
Their  various  triumphs  on  the  Afric  fhore 
O'er  thofe  who  hold  the  fon  of  Hagar's  lore 

M  Foad 
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Fond  he  demands,  and  now  demands  again 
Their  various  triumphs  on  the  weftem  main  : 
Again,  ere  readieft  anfwer  found  a  place. 
He  afks  the  flory  of  the  Lufian  race ; 
What  God  was  founder  of  the  mighty  line. 
Beneath  what  heaven  their  land,  what  fhores  adjoin  ; 
And  what  their  climate,  where  the  finking  day. 
Gives  the  laft  glimpfe  of  twilight's  filvery  ray. 
But  moft,  O  Chief,  the  zealous  monarch  cries, 
What  raging  feas  you  braved,  what  louring  fldes ; 
What  tribes,  what  rites  you  faw ;  what  favage  hate 
On  our  rude  Afric  proved  your  haplefs  fate  : 
Oh  tell,  for  lo,  the  chilly  dawning  ftar 
Yet  rides  before  the  morning's  purple  car ; 
And  o'er  the  wave  the  fun's  bol^  courfers  raife  ^ 
Their  flaming  fronts,  and  give  the  opening  blaze ; 
Soft  on  the  glafly  wave  the  zephyrs  fleep. 
And  the  ftill  billows  holy  filence  keep. 
Nor  lefs  are  we,  undaunted  Chief,  prepared 
To  hear  thy  nation's  gallant  deeds  declared ; 
Nor  think,  tho'  fcorch'd  beneath  the  car  of  day, 
Our  minds  too  dull  the  debt  of  praife  to  pay ; 
Melinda's  fons  the  teft  of  greatnefs  know, 
And  on  the  Lufian  race  the  palm  beftow. 

If 
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If  Titan's  «  giant  brood  with  impious  arms 
Shook  high  Olympus'  brow  with  rude  alarms ; 
If  Thefeus  and  Perithous  dared  invade 
The  difmal  horrors  of  the  Stygian  (hade, 
Nor  lefs  your  glory,  nor  your  boldnefs  left 
That  thus  exploring  Neptune's  laft  recefs 
Contemns  his  waves  and  tempefts.     If  the  thirft 
To  live  in  fame,  though  famed  for  deeds  accurft, 
Could  urge  the  caitiff,  who  to  win  a  name 
Gave  Dian's  temple  to  the  wafting  flame : 
If  fuch  the  ardour  to  attain  renown. 
How  bright  the  luftre  of  the  hero's  crown, 
Whofe  deeds  of  fair  emprife  his  honours  raife, 
And  bind  his  brows,  like  thine,  with  deathlefs  bays ! 


^  For  a  defence  of  die  king  of  Melinda's  leanus^,  ignorantly  objefied  to  by  Voltaire^ 
iee  the  Preface. 


END    OF    THE    SECOND    BOOK. 
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OH  now,  Calliope,  thy  potent  aid ! 
What  to  the  King  th'  illuftrious  Gama  faid 
Cloath  in  immortal  verfe.     With  facred  fire 
My  breaft,  if  e'er  it  loved  thy  lore,  infpire  :  ' 

So  may  the  patron  of  the  healing  art, 
The  blooming  God,  tb  thee  incline  his  heart  j 
From  thee,  the  Mother  of  his  darling  *Son, 
May  never  wandering  thought  to  Daphne  rim: 

*  CaUhpe — tlic  Mufeof  EpicPoefy,  and  cotlioe,  who  was  bnricd  alive  by  her  Father 

mother  of  Orpheus.  .  Daphne,  daughter,  of  for  yielding  to  the  fbliptations.  of  Apollo, 

the  river  Beneus,  flying  n-om  Apollo,  was  was  By  her  Lover  changed  into  an  Inc^f^ 

turned  into  the  laurel.     Ciytia  was  meta-  tree.     The  phyfical  meaning  of  thefe  ^h^lef' 

inorphofed  into  the  Sun-fiower,  and  Leu-  is  obvious*  * 

May 
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5iay  never'  ClytiarnorXencothdeVpridc  -  -  ^-^  rv-z.  ^ 

Henceforth  with  thee  his  changeful  love  divide. 

Then  aid,  O  faireft  Nymph,  my  fond  defire, 

And  give  my  verfe  the  Luftin  ^^liite  fire  : 

Fired  by  the  Song,  the  liftening  world  (hall  know 

That  Aganippe's  ftreams  from  Tagus  flow. 

Oh,  j6  ;ho  more.tlje  flowe^  of  Pin^us  fliine  T  J  J 

On  thy  fair  breaft,  or  round  thy  temples  twine : 

On  Tago's  banks  a  richer  chaplet  blows,  ^ 

And  with  thfe_timefuljCjod  my  feoibiii^ows  : 

I  feel,  I  feel  the  mighty  power  infufe. 
And  bathe  my  fpirit  in  Aonian  dews ! 

Now  filence  wooe'd  th*  illuftrious  Chief's  reply, 
And  keen  attention  watch'd  on  every  eye  i 
When  flowly  turning  with  a  modeft  grace^ 
The  noble  Vasco  raifed  his  manly  face  ; 

0  mighty  king,  he  cries,  at  thy  ^  command 
The  martial  ftory  of  my  native  land 

1  tell ;  but  more  my  doubtful  heart  had  joy*d 
Had  other  wars  my  pr^feful  lips  employed. 
When  men  the  honours  of  their  race  commend. 
The  doubts  of  ftrangers  on  the  tale  attend : 

-  ^  The  preface  to  the  fpeech  of  Gama,  ample  of  the  rreat  modeb  of  antiquity :  By 
yd  the  defcription  of  Europe  which  fol-  adding  fome  diara^riftical  feature  of  tlie 
Kn¥S,  are  happy  iimitations  of  the  manner       climate  or  people,  he  renders  his  narrative 

Yet 


of  Homer,   when  Camoens  defcribes  coon-       pleafing,  piftoitfque,  and  poetical* 
trie9»  or  mufters  an  army,  it  is  after  the  ex 
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Yet  though  reluftance  faulter  oii-  my  tongue,  '   v 

Though  day  ^ifould  fail  a  narrative  fo  long, 

Yet  well  aflured  no  fiftion's  glare  can  raife^i     ' 

Or  give  my  country'^  fame  a  brighter  praife ;       t  -  ^rl «' 

Though  lefs,  far  lefs,  whatever  my  lips<  can  fay,  ./     ') 

Than  truth  mull  ^ve  it,  I  thy  will  obey. 

Between  that  zone,  where  endlefs  winter  reigns,     .. . /j  -    i* 
And  that,  where  flaming  beat  CQnfumes  the  plains; 
Array'd  in  green,  .beneath  indulgent  ikies. 
The  queep;  of  arts  and  ^ajcms  fair  Europe  lies. 
Around  her  jioiihern  and  her  weftcrnihores, . 
Throng'd  with  the  finny  race  old  Ocean  roars; 
The  midland  fea,  where  tide  ne*er  fwell'd  the  waves^ 
Her  richeft  lawns,  the  fouthern  border,  laves. 
Againft  the  rifing  morn,  the  northmoft  bound 
The  whirling  Tanais  parts  from  Afian  ground, 
As  tumbling  from  the  Scythian  mountains  cold 
Their  crooked  way  the  rapid  waters  hold 
To  dull  Maeotis'  lake :  Her  eaftern  line 
More  to  the  fouth,  the  Phrygian  waves  confine ; 
Thofe  waves,  which,  black  with  many  a  navy,  bore 
The  Grecian  heroes  to  the  Dardan  fhore ; 
Where  now  the  feaman  rapt  in  mournful  joy 
Explores  in  vain  the  fad  remains  of  Troy. 

Wide 


ti 
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Wide  to  the  nor^  besMath  the  pole  (heifpreads; 
Here  piles  of  mountsuiisiearftheirrruggediheads. 
Here  winds  on  wii^iin  endiefi^ehipefls.n>iwl«.  i: 
The  valleys  figh,.  tliei^ngthaaidg.ecds^es  liorwlc:> 
Oh  the  rude  cliflfij  «4th^frbfty  ffwiiiglissgr^,  -'t  . 
Weak  as  the  twilight  gfeams'the'fdlarirayrj;  . 
Each  mountain's  breaft  with  fnows  eternal  fhines. 
The  ftream^  andfeaSietoerB&lJfroflcohfii^Cftji  ^:  ;  ;if}  n-  j  . ; 
Here  dwelt  the:  numerous  Scythiaaltribes  of  pkU 
A  dreadful  race  !  by  ^^or  i»fer.c6iiitiXMii!d>  ,.i  :  i     :  i  ! 
Whofe  pride  maiiitain^d  that  iJbiirs  dle^16u:rcda^^ 
Not  that  of  Nile,  which  firft  gave  itian  his  birth,  jr'  : 
Here  difmal  Lapland  fpreads  a  dreary  wild,  '     *     / 
Here  Norway's  waftes  where  harveft  never,  fmil'd, 
Whofe  groves  of  fir  in  gloomy  horror  frown. 
Nod  o'er  the  rocks,  and  to  the  tempeft  groan. 
Here  Scandia's  clime  her  rugged  Ihores  extends. 
And  far  projefted,  through  the  Ocean  bends  j 
Whofe  fons'  dread  footfteps  yet  Aufonia  *  weari,. 
And  yet  proud  Rome  in  mournful  ruin  bears.       ' 
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«  In  the  year  469  the  city  pf  Rome  waa' 
facked,  and  Italy  laid  defolate  by  Alaric, 
king  of  the  Scandian  and  other  northern 
tribes.  In  mentioning  this  circamllahcb 
Camoens  has  not  fallen  idto  the  common 
error  of  little  Poets,  who  on  everv  occaiion 
bewail  the  outrage  which  the  Goths  and 
Vandals  did  to  the  Arts  and  Sciences.  A 
'complaint  founded  on  ignorance.  The 
'  Sootbern  nations  of  Europe  were  funk  into 
the  mtft  contemptible  degeneracy.     The 


Sciences;  with  every  branch  of  manly  litera- 
ture, were  iilmoft  unknown.  For  near  two 
centuries .  no  Poet,  of  note  had  adorped  the 
Roman  Empire.  Th6fe  arttf  only,  the  abufe 
of  which  have  a  certain  and  fatal  tendency  to 
enervate  the  mind',  the  arts  ofMdfic  iind  Qook- 
ery,  were  paf&onately  cultivated  in  all  the  re- 
finements of  effeminate  abuie.  ThA  art  of  war 
was  too  laborious  for  their  delicacy,  and  the 
generous  warmth  of  heroifm  and  patriotifm 
was  incompatible  with    their  effeminacy. 

On 
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When  fummer  burfts  ftern  winter's  icy  chain. 
Here  the  bold  Swede,  the  Pruffian,  and  the  Dane 
Hoift  the  white  fail  and  plough  the  foamy  way, 
Chear'd  by  whole  months  of  one  continual  day : 
Between  thefe  (hores  and  Tanais*  nifhing  tide 
Livonia's  fons  and  Ruffia's  hords  refidel 
Stern  as  their  clime  the  tribes,  whofe  fires  of  yore 
The  name,  far  dreaded,  of  Sarmatians  bore. 
Where,  famed  of  old,  th'  Hircini&n  foreft  lour'd, 
Oft  feen  in  arms  the  Polifh  troops  are  pour'd 
Wide  foraging  the  downs.     The  Saxon  race. 
The  Hungar  dextrous  in  the  wild-boar  chace. 
The  various  nations  whom  the  Rhine's  cold  wave 
The  Elbe,  Amafis,  and  the  Danube  lave, 
Of  various  tongues,  for  various  princes  known, 
Their  mighty  Lord  the  German  emperor  own. 
Between  the  Danube  and  the  lucid  tide 
Where  haplefs  Helle  left  her  name,  and  died  : 


On  thefe  defpicable  Sybarites  *  the  North 
poured  her  brave  and  hardy  fons,  who, 
though  ignorant  of  polite  literature,  were 
poffefFed  of  all  the  manly  virtues  of  the 
Scythians  in  a  high  degree.  Under  their 
conquefls  Europe  wore  a  new  face,  which 
however  rude,  was  infinitely  preferable  to 
that  which  it  had  lately  worn.  And  how- 
ever Ignorance  may  talk  of  their  barbarity, 
it  IS  to  them  that  England  owes  her  conftitu- 
tion,*  which,  as  Montefquicu  obferves,  they 
brought  from  the  woods  of  Saxony.     The 


fpirit  of  gallantry  and  romantic  attachment 
to  the  fair  fex,  which  diftinguifhed  the 
Northern  Heroes,  will  make  their  manners 
admired,  while,  confidered  in  the  fame 
point,  die  polilhed  ages  of  Greece  and 
Rome  excite  our  horror  and  deteftation.  To 
add  no  more,  it  is  to  the  irruption  of  thefo 
brave  barbarians  that  modern  Europe  owes 
thofe  remains  of  the  fpirit  of  Liberty,  and 
fome  other  of  the  greatefl  advantages,  which 
flie  may  at  prefent  poffefs. 


*  Syharis,  a  city  in  Grecia  Magna,  whofe  inhabitants  wert  To  effeminate,  tluit  they  ordered  all  the  cockf 
to  be  Icillcd,  that  they  might  n9t  be  diflurbed  by  their  early  crowing. 
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The  dreadful  god  of  battles'  kindred  race, 

Degenerate  now,  poffefs  the  hills  of  Thrace* 

Mount  Hsemus  here,  and  Rhodope  r^nown'd, 

And  proud  Byzantium,  long  with  empdre  crown'd ; 

Their  ancient  pride,  their  ancient  virtue  fled/ 

Low  to  the  Turk  now  bend  the  fervile  head. 

Here  fpread  the  fields  of  warlike  Macedon, 

And  here  thofe  happy  lands  where  genius  (hone 

In  all  the  arts,  in  all  the  Mufes'  charms, 

In  all  the  pride  of  elegance  and  arms, 

Which  to  the  heavent  refounded  Grecia's  name» 

And  left  in  every  age  a  deathlefs  fame. 

The  ftem  Dalmatians  till  the  neighbouring  ground ; 

And  where  Antenor  anchored  in  the  found 

Proud  Venice  as  a  queen  majeftic  towers. 

And  o'er  the  trembling  waves  her  thunder  pours. 

For  learning  glorious,  glorious  for  the  fword, 

While  Rome's  proud  monarch  reign'd  the  world's  dread  lord. 

Here  Italy  her  beauteous  landfcapes  (hews  ; 

Around  her  fides  his  arms  old  Ocean  throws  5 

The  dafhing  waves  the  ramparts  force  fupply ; 

The  hoary  Alps  high  towering  to  the  Iky, 

From  fhore  to  fhore  a  rugged  barrier  fpread, 

And  lour  deftru6tion  on  the  hoftile  tread. 

But  now  no  more  her  hoftile  fpirit  burns, 

There  now  the  faint  in  humble  vefpers  mourns  5 

To 
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To  heaven  more  gratcftil  than  the  pride  of  war, 

And  all  the  triumphs  of  the  Viftor's  car. 

Onward  fair  GaUia  opens  to  the  view 

Her  groves  of  olive,  and  her  vineyards  blue : 

Wide  fpread  her  hsunrefts  o*cr  the  fcenes  reriown'd, 

Where  Julius  proudly  ftrodc  with  laurel  crown'd. 

Here  Seyn,  how  fair  when  gliftening  to  the  moon ! 

Rolls  his  v/hite  wave,  and  here  the  cold  Garoon  s 

Here  the  deep  Rhine  the  flowery  margin  laves. 

And  here  the  rapid  Rhone  impervious  raves. 

Here  the  gruff  mountains,  faithlefs  to  ihe  vows 

Of  loft  Pyrene  ^  rear  their  xloudy  brows  j 

Whence,  when  of  old  the  flames  their  woods  deyo.ur'd, 

Streams  of  red  gold  and  melted  filve^rpoi^'d. 

And  now,  as  head  of  all  the  lordly  tjrain 

Of  Europe's  realms,  appears  illuftrious  Spain. 

Alas,  what  various  fortunes  has  fhe  known  ! 

Yet  ever  did  her  fons  her  wrongs  atone ; 

Short  was  the  triumph  of  her  haughty  foes. 

And  ftill  with  fairer  bloom  her  honours  rofe. 

Againft  one  coaft  the  Punic  ftrand  extends. 

Each  fhore  to  clofe  the  midland  ocean  bends, 

^  Faithle/s  to  the  vo^s  of  loft  Pyrene^  &c.  etymology  they  relate,  that  by  the  negli- 

-rShe  was  daughter  to  Bebryx,  a  king  of  gence  of  fome  (hepherds  the  antient  foreils 

Spain,  and  concubine  to  Hercules.     Hav-  on  thefe  mountains  wef^  fet  on  fire,  and 

ing  wandered  one  day  from  her  lover  ihe  burned  with  fuch  vehemence,  that  the  mel- 

wasdeilroyed  by  wild  beafb,  on  one  of  the  ted  metals  fpouted  out  and  ran  down  from 

mountains  which  bear  her  name.    Diodorus  the' fides  oi  the  hUls.    'The  alluiion  to  this 

Siculus,  and  others,  derive  the  name  of  the  old  tradition  is  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Homer 

Pyresiansfrom  irt;f,/r^.   To  fupport  which  and  Virgil.     C. 

N  2  Where 
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Where  locked  with  land  the  ftruggling  currents  boil. 
Famed  for  the  godlike  Theban's  lateft  toil  % 
Around  her  fhores  two  various  oceans  fwelU 
And  various  nations  in  her  bofom  dwell  j 
Such  deeds  of  valour  dignify  their  names. 
That  each  the  lordly  right  of  honour  claims. 
Proud  Arragon,  who  twice  her  ftandard  rear'd 
In  conquered  Naples  ;  and  for  art  revered^ 
Galicia's  prudent  fons ;  the  fierce  Navar^ 
And  he  far  dreaded  in  the  Moorifti  war. 
The  bold  Afturian;  *nor  Sevilia's  race. 
Nor  thine,  Granada,  claim  the  fecond  place. 
Here  too  the  heroes  who  command  the  plain 
By  Betis  water'd ;  here,  the  pride  of  Spain, 
The  brave  Caftilian  paufes  o'er  his  fword, 
His  country's  dread  deliverer  and  lord. 
Proud  o'er  the  reft,  with  fplendid  wealth  array'd, 
As  crown  to  this  wide  empire,  Europe's  head. 
Fair  Lufitania  fmiles,   the  weftern  bound, 
Whofe  verdant  breaft  the  rolling  waves  furround, 
Where  gentle  evening  pours  her  lambent  ray. 
The  laft  pale  gleaming  of  departing  day  3 


*  Hercules,  fays  the  fable,  to  crown  his  benefit  of  commerce ;  on  which  ^  ocean 

labours,  feparated  the  two  mountains  Caipe  mfhed  in,  and  formed  the  Mediterranean, 

and  Abyla,  the  one  now  in  Spain,  the  other  the  Egean,  and  Euxin  feas. 
in  Africa,  in  order  to  open  a  oanai  fof  the 
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This,  this,  O  mighty  -King,  the  facred  earth. 
This  the  loved  parent-foil  that  gave  me  birth. 
And  oh,  would  bounteous  heaven  my  prayer  regard. 
And  fair  fuccefs  my  perilous  toils  reward. 
May  that  dear  land  my  lateft  breath  receive. 
And  give  my  weary  bones  a  peaceful  grave. 

Sublime  the  honours  of  my  native  land. 
And  high  in  heaven's  regard  her  heroes  ftand ; 
By  heaven's  decree  'twas  theirs  the  firfl:  to  quell 
The  Moorifh  tyrants,  and  from  Spain  expel  ^ 
Nor  could  their  burning  wilds  conceal  their  flight. 
Their  burning  wilds  confeft  the  Lufian  might. 
From  Lufus  famed,  whofe  honour'd  name  we  bear, 
(The  fon  of  Bacchus  or  the  bold  compeer,) 
The  glorious  name  of  Lufitania  rofe, 
A  name  tremendous  to  the  Roman  foes,  ,    , 

When  her  bold  troops  the  valiant  fhepherd  led. 
And  foul  with  rout  the  Roman  eagles  fled ; 
When  haughty  Rome  atchiev'd  the  treacherous  blow, 
That  own'd  her  terror  of  the  matchlefs  foe  '. 
But  when  no  more  her  Viriatus  fought,     , 
Age  after  age  her  deeper  thraldom  brought  3 
Her  brokien  fons  by  ruthlefs  tyrants  Ipurn'd, 
Her  vineyards  languifh'd,  and  hei*  paftures  moum'd ; 

'  The  afTairiDation  of  Yiriatus.    See  die  nole  on  Book  I.  p.  13. 

Till 
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Till  time  revolvijig  raifed  her  drooping:  head^ 

And  o'er  the  wondering  world  her  conquefts  fpreadi 

Thus  rofe  her  power :  the  lands  of  lordly  Spain 

Were  now  the  brave  Alonzo's  wide  domain ; 

Great  were  his  honours  in  the  bloody  fight. 

And  Fame  proclaimed  him  champion  of  the  right. 

And  oft  the  groaning  Saracen's  proud  creft 

And  fhatter'd  mail  his  awful  force  confeft.  ^ 

From  Calpe's  fummits  to  the  Cafpian  fhore  -^  i  *  c- 

Loud-tongued  Renown  his  godlike  aftions  bore. 

And  many  a  chief  from  diftant  regions  ^  came 

To  fhare  the  laurels  of  Alonzo's  fame ;  .     .        : 

Yet  more  for  holy  faith's  unfpotted  caufe 

Their  fpears  they  widded,  than  for  Fame's  applaufe. 

Great  were  the  deeds  their  thundering  arms  difplay'd, 

And  ftill  their  foremoft  fwords  the  battle  fway'd. 


>  Don  Alonzo,  king  of  Sjpain,  appre* 
heniive  of  the  fuperior  number  of  the 
Moors,  with  whom  he  was  at  war,  de- 
manded aflillance  from  Philip  I.  of  France, 
and  of  the  duke  of  Burstmay.  According 
to  the  military  fpiritof  me  nobility  of  that 
age,  no  fooner.  was  his  dcAre  known  than 
numerous  bodies  of  troops  thronged  to  his 
ftandard.  Thefe,  in  the  coiirie  of  a  few 
years,  having  (hewn  ftgnal  proofs  of  their 
courage,  the  king  diftineuiHicd  the  leaders 
with  different  marks  of  his  rejgard.  To 
Henry,  a  youneer  fon  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy he  gave  his  daughter  Terefa  in  mar- 
riage, wicn  the  fovereignty  of  the  countries 
to  the  fouth  of  Galicia,  commiifionxng  him 
to  enlarge  his  boundaries  by  the  expulfion  of 
the  infidels.  Under  the  government  of  this 
great  man,  who  reigned  by  the,  title  of 
Cognt,  his  dominion  was  greatly  enlarged^ 


and  became  more  rich  and  populous  than 
before.  The  nvo  provinces  of  Entro  Minho 
e  DourVf  and  Fra  lot  Montet\  were  fnbdued, 
with  that  part  of  Beira  which  was  held  by 
the  Moonlh  king  of  Lamego^  whom  he 
conilrained  to  pay  tribute.  Many  thoufands 
of  ChrilHanSy  who  had  either  lived  in  nii- 
ferable  (ubje^ion  to  the  Moors,  or  in  de-^ 
folate  independency  in  the  mountains,  took 
fhelter  under  the  protedlion  of  Count  Henry, 
Great  multitudes  of  the  Moors  alfo  chofe 
rather  to  fubmit  and  remain  in  their  native 
country  under  a  mild  government,  than  be 
expoied  to  the  Severities  and  the  continual 
feuds  and  feditions  of  their  own  govemon. 
Thefe  advantages,  added  to  the  great  ferti- 
lity of  the  foil  of  Henry's  dominions,  will 
account  for  the  numerous  armies  and  the 
frequent  wars  of  the  firfl  ibvereigns  of  Por- 
ttogal. 

And 
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And  now  to  honour  with  diftingui(h*d  meed 

Each  hero's  worth  the  generous  king  decreed. 

The  firft  and  braveft  of  the  foreign  bands 

Hungarians  younger  fon  brave  Henry  *  ftands. 

To  him  are  given  the  fields  where  Tagus  flows. 

And  the  glad  King  his  daughter's  hand  beftows ; 

The  fair  Terefa  fhines  his  blooming  bride,  * 

And  owns  her  father's  love,  and  Henry's  pride. 

With  her,  befides,  the  fire  confirms  in  dower 

Whatq'er  his  fword  might  refcue  from  the  Moor  ; 

And  foon  on  Hagar^s  race  the  hero  pours 

His  warlike  fury — foon  the  vanquifh'd  Moors 

To  him  far  round  the  neighbouring  lands  refign. 

And  heaven  rewards  him  with  a  glorious  line. 

To  him  is  born,  heaven's  gift,  a  gallant  fon. 

The  glorious  founder  of  the  Lufian  throne. 

*  CamoenSy   in  making  the  founder  of  Annngft  the/e  Henry^  faith  the  hijfory, 

the  Portugucfe  monarchy  a  younger  fon  of  A  younger /on  of  France  ^  and  a  brave  printe, 

the  king  of  Hungary,  has  followed  the  old  Had  Portmal  in  lot, 

chronologill   ■Gal'van.      The  Spanilh  and  And  the  fame  king  did  his  o^ajh  dmighter  tit 

Portuguefe  hiilorians  differ  widely  in  their  ^o  him  in  loedl^ckf  to  infer  frvm  thence 

accounts  of  the  parentage  of  this  gallant  His  firmer  lo'ue. 
ilranger.     Some  bring  him  from  Conflan- 

tinople,  and  others  from  the  houfe  of  Lor-  Nor  are  hiftorians  agreed  on  the  birth  of 

rain.     But  the  deareil  and  moil  probable  Donna  Terefa,  the  fpoufe  of  Count  Henry. 

account  of  him  is  in  the  chronicle  of  t  leury^  Brandam,  and  other  Portuguefe  biftorians, 

wherein  is  preferred  a  fragment  of  French  are  at  great  pains  to  prove  (he  was  the  le* 

hiftcMy,  written  by  a  Benedidline  monk  in  gitimate  daughter'  of  Alonzo  and  the  beaa- 

the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,  and  tiful  Xim.na  de  Guzman.     But  it  appears 

in  the  time  of  Count  Henry.    By  this  it  from  the  more  authentic  chronicle  of  Flenry> 

appears,  that   he  was    a  younger  fon  of  that  Xinuna  was  only  his  concubine.     And 

Henry  die  only  fon  of  Robert  the  firil  duke  it  is  evident  from  all  the  hiftorians,  that 

of  Burgimdy,  who  was  a  younger  brother  Donna  Urraca^  the  heirei^  of  her  father's 

c^  Henry  I    of  France.     Fanfhaw  having  kingdom,  was  younger  than  her  half-fifler, 

an  eye  to  this  hiftory,  has  taken  the  un-  the  wifer  of  Count  Kfenry. 
warrantable   liberty   to  alter    the  fa^   as  • 

mentioned  by  his  author. 

Nor 
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Nor  Spain's  wide  lands  alone  his  deeds  atteft, 
Delivered  Judah  Henry's  might  *  confeft. 
On  Jordan's  bank  the  vi6tor-hero  ftrodc, 
Whofe  hallowed  waters  bathed  the  Saviour-God ; 
And  Salem's  gate  her  open  folds  difplay'd, 
When  Godfrey  conquer'd  by  the  hero's  aid. 
But  now  no  more  in  tented  fields  oppofed. 
By  Tagus'  ftream  his  honoured  age  he  clofed ; 
Yet  ftill  his  dauntlefs  worth,  his  virtue  lived, 
And  all  the  father  in  the  fon  furvived. 
And  foon  his  worth  was  proved,  the  parent  dame 
Avow'd  a  fecond  hymeneal  flame  *"• 
The  low-born  fpoufe  aflumes  the  monarch's  place, 
And  from  the  throne  expels  tlie  orphan  race. 
But  young  Alphonfo,  like  his  fires  of  yore, 
(His  grandfire's  virtues  as  his  name  he  bore) 


'  Deli'ver^d  Judah  Henry* s  might  confeft,— 
His  expedition  to  the  Holy  Land  is  men- 
tioned by  fome  monkifti  writers,  but  from 
the  other  parts  of  his  hiftory.  it  is  highly 
improbable.  Camoens  however  (hews  his 
judgment  in  adopting  every  traditionary 
circumftance  that  might  give  an  air  of  fo- 
lemnity  to  his  poem. 

^  Don  Alonzo  Enriquez,  fon  of  Count 
Henry,  was  only  entered  into  his  third  year 
when  his  father, died.  His  mother  aifumed 
the  reins  of  government,  and  appointed  Don 
Fernando  Perez,  dc  Traha  to  be  her  minifter. 
When  the  young  prince  was  in  his  eigh- 
teenth year,  fome  of  the  nobility,  who 
either  envied  the  power  of  Don  ^erex,  or 
were  really  offeaded  with  the  reports  that 


were  fprcad  of  his  familiarity  with  the 
prince's  mother,  of  his  intention  to  marry 
her,  and  to  exclude  the  lawful  heir,  eaiily 
perfuaded  the  young  Count  to  take  arms, 
and  afTume  the  fovereignty.  A  battle  en- 
fued,  in  which  the  prince  was  ndlorious.  Tc- 
refa  it  is  faid,  retired  into  the  caftle  ofLego^ 
«7<>,  where  (he  was  taken  prifoncr  by  herfon,^ 
who  condemned  her  to  perpetual  imprifon- 
mcnt,  and  ordered  chains  to  be  put  upon 
her  legs.  That  Don  Alonzo  made  war 
againft  his  mother,  vanquifhed  her  party,  an4 
that  (he  died  in  prifon  about  two  years  after, 
A.  D.  II 30,  are  certain.  But  the  caufe  of 
the  war,  that  his  mother  was  married  to,  or 
intended  to  marry  Don  Perm^  and  that 
(he  was  put  in  chains,  are  uncertain. 


Arms' 
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Arms  for  the  fight,  his  ravifh^d  throne  to  wm^ 
And  the  laced  helmet  grafps  his  beardlefs  chin* 
Her  fierceft  firebrands  Civil  Difcord  waved, 
Before  her  troops  the  luftfiil  mother  raved; 
Loft  to  maternal  love,  and  loft  to'fhame, 
Unawed  fhe  faw  heaven's  awful  vengeance  flame  ; 
The  bjrorhef  s  fwordthe  brother's  bofom  tore, 
And  fad  Guimaria's  meadows  btuih'd  with  gore ; 
With  Lufian  gore  the  Peafant's  cot  was  ftain'd. 
And  kindred  blood  the  facred  (hrine  profaned- 

Here,  cruel  Progne,  here,  O  Jafbn's  wife. 
Yet  reeking  with  your  childrens'  purple  life, 
Here  glut  your  eyes  with  deeper  guilt  than  yours  i 
Here  fiercer  rage  her  fiercer  rancour  pours  i 
Your  crime  was  vengeance  on  the  faithlefs  fires, 
But  here  ambition  with  foul  luft  confpires. 
'Twas  rage  of  love,  O  Scylla,  urged  the  knife ' 
That  robb'd  thy  father  of  his  fated  life  j 
Here  grofTer  rage  the  mother's  breaft  inflames. 
And  at  her  guiltlcfs  fon  the  vengeance  aims. 
But  aims  in  vain  y  her  flaughter'd  forces  yield. 
And  the  brave  youth  rides  Vi6lor  o'er  the  field. 

«  Thr  Scylla  here  alluded  to  was,  accord-  the  fatal  lock  while  her  father  flept.  Mwos 

inc;  to  fabl«,  the  daughter  of  Nifus  king  of  on  this  was  vifloriouSy  but  rcjedled  the  love 

Megara,  who  had  a  purple  lock,  in  which  of  the  unnatural  daughter,  who  in  dcfpair 

lay  the  fate  of  his  kingdom.  Mines  of  Crc^  flung  herfelf  from  a  rock,  and  in  the  fall 

made  war  againft  him,  for  whom  Scylla  con-  was  changed  into  a  lark, 
ctived  fo  violent  a  paffion,  that  fhe  cut  oB 

O  No 
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No  more  his  fubjefts  lift  the  thir%  fwor^j 

And  the  glad  realm  proclaims  the  youthful  Loixl. 

But  ah,  how  wild  the  npbleft  tempers  run ! 

His  filial  duty  now  forfakes  the  fbti ; 

Secluded  from'  the  day,  in  clanking  chains 

His  rage  the  parents  aged  limbs  conftrains. 

Heaven  frowned — Dark  vengeance  lowring  anliis  brbws> 

And  fheath'd  in  brafs  the  jproud  CaAilian  rofe, 

Refolved  the  rigour  to  his  daughter  (hewn. 

The  battle  fhould  avenge,  and  blood  atone. 

A  numerous  hoft  agaitift  the  prince  he  fped, 

The  valiant  prince  his  little  army  led : 

Dire  was  the  fhock  s  the  whizzing  javelins  fung> 

The  Hauberks  rattled,  and  the  bucklers  rung. 

Yet  though  around  the  Stripling's  facred  head 

By  angel  hands  ether ial  fliields  were  fpread ; 

Though  glorious  triumph  on  his  valour  fmiled. 

Soon  on  his  van  the  baffled  foe  recoil'd : 

With  bands  more  numerous  to  the  field  he  came. 

His  proud  heart  burning  with  the  rage  of  (hame* 

And  now  in  turn  Guimaria's  lofty  wall,  i 

That  faw  his  triumph,  faw  the  hero  fall ; 

Within  the  town  immured,  diflrefl  he  lay. 

To  flern  Caflilia*s  fword  a  certain  prey. 

When  now  the  guardian  of  his  infant  years. 

The  valiant  Egas,  as  a  god  appears  ; 

T# 
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To  prpud  CaftedL  the  fu^pHant  nobic^  boW^/ '  ' 

And  faithful  homage  for  his  princd  he  taws.    ... 

The  proud  C^^fteel  accepts  his  !hon<mi:'d  faith,        »     • 

And  peace  fttc^eeds:  the  drdadlol  fcente  oj?  d^ath* 

Yet  well,  alas,  the  geperous  Egaskhew 

His  high-foul'd  Prince  to  man  wdudd^nerer  fue  : 

Would  never  ftoop  to  brook  dia  fefyilje  fl;aiji» 

To  hold  a  borrowed,  a[  depeadent  rtign. .      ; 

And  now  with  gloomy  afpeftrofc:  the  day. 

Decreed  the  plighted  fcrvile  rites  to  pay  ; 

When  Egas.  to  redeem  his  faith's  difgrace 

Devotes  himfelf,  his  fpoufe,  and.iilfant  race/ 

In  gowns  of  white,  as  fentenced  felons  clad, 

When  to  the  flake  the  fons  of  guilt  are  led, 

With  feet  unfliod  they  flowly  moved  along. 

And  from  their  necks  the  knotted  halters  hung. 

And  now,  O  King,  the  kneeling  Egas  cries. 

Behold  my  perjured  honour's  fatrificc : 

If  fuch  mean  viftims  can  atone  thine  ire. 

Here  let  my  wife,  my  babes,  myfelf  expire. 

If  generous  bofoms  fuch  revenge  can  take. 

Here  let  them  perifh  for  the  father's  fake : 

The  guilty  tongue,  the  guilty  hands  are  thcfe. 

Nor  let  a  common  death  thy  wrath  appeafe ; 

For  us  let  all  the  rage  of  torture  bum. 

But  to  my  Prince,  thy  fon,  in  friendfhip  turn. 

O  2  He 
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He  fpoke,  and  bow'd  his  proftrate  body  low. 
As  one  who  waits  the  lifted  fabre's  blow ; 
When  o'er  the  block  his  languid  arms  are  fpread. 
And  death,  foretafted,  whelms  the  heart  with  dread  f 
So  great  a  Leader  thus  in  humbled  ftate, 
So  firm  his  loyalty,  his  zeal  fo  great, 
The  brave  Alonzo's  kindled  ire  fubdued, 
And  loft  in  filent  joy  the.  Monarch  ftood; 
Then  gave  the  hand,  and  fheath'd  the  hoftilc  fword. 
And  to  fuch  honour  honoured  peace  ■  reftored. 

Oh  Lufian  faith  !  oh  zeal  beyond  compare ! 
What  greater  danger  could  the  Perfian  dare, 
Whofe  prince  in  teai's,  to  view  his  mangled  woe. 
Forgot  the  joy  for  Babylon's  "  o'erthrow. 
And  now  the  youthful  hero  ftiines  in  arms, 
The  banks  of  Tagus  eccho  war's  alarms : 
O'er  Ourique's  wide  campaign  his  enfigns  wave, 
And  the  proud  Saracen  to  combat  brave. 
Though  prudence  might  arraign  his  fiery  rage 
That  dared  with  one,  each  hundred  fpears  engage, 

*  rUc  UuivorlUl  Hiflorians  having  related  of  his  Lords,  named  Zopynis,  having  cat 

el|;A  iK^v  ijI  KgiWi  add*  "  All  this  is  very  ofFhis  nofe  and  ears,,  perfuadcd  the  enemy 

OiUMji^K  AWvl  rwtortaining,  but  we  fee  no  that  he  had  received  thefe  indignities  from 

\ttfKV>>*  iv>iK\u  to  aJfirni  that  there  is  one  the  cruelty  of  his  mafter.     Being  apjpointed 

tvl^'oV  »t  trtK*.*'  ^o  a  chief  command  in- Babylon,  he  betray • 

^v\k«  li«Ki^>  Ja5*' t'R*  ^^  ®*^y^®"*  ®*^  cdr  the  city  to  Darius.     Vid.  Juilin. 

la 
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In  heaven's  protefting  care  his  courage  lies, 
And  heaven  his  friend  fuperior  force  fupplies. 
Five  Moorifh  Kings  againft  him  maixh  along, 
Ifmar  the  nobleft  of  the  armed  throng  j 
Yet  each  brave  Monarch  claim'd  the  Soldier's  name, 
And  far  o'er  many  a  land  was  known  to  fame. 
In  all  the  beauteous  glow  of  blooming  ""  years, 
Befide  each  King  a  warrior  Nymph  appears ; 
Each  with  her  fword  her  valiant  Lover  guards. 
With  fmiles  infpires  him,  and  with  fmiles  rewards. 
Such  was  the  valour  of  the  beauteous  ^  Maid, 
Whofe  warlike  arm  proud  Ilion's  fate  Helay'd. 
Such  in  the  field  the  virgin  warriors  (hone. 
Who  drank  the  limpid  wave  of  ^  Thermodon. 

'Twas  morn's  ftill  hour,  before  the  dawning  grey 
The  ftars'  bright  twinkling  radiance  died  away  j 
When  lo,  refplendent  in  the  heaven  ferene, 
High  o'er  the  Prince  the  facred  Crofs  was  feen  j 
The  godlike  Prince  with  faith's  warm  glow  inflamed, 
Oh,  not  to  me,  my  bounteous  God,  exclaim'd ! 

•  The  Spanifli  and  Porluguefe  hiftprics  ^ahs  Thre'icia  cumfiumina  Tbermodonth 

afibrd  feveral  inflaxices  of  the  Moorifli  Chiefs  Pulfant^  et  fi^is  hellantur  Ama%ones  armis  z 

being  attended  in  the  field  of  battle  by  their  ^tu  circum  Hippolyten^  ftu   cum  ft  Martia 
miilre^,  and  of  the  romantic  gallantry  and  turru 

Amazonian  courage  of  thefe  ladies.         '  Penthefilea  rejert :    magnoque  uJulante    tu- 

f  Penthefilea,  Queen  of  the  Amazons,^  mu/tu 

who,  after  having  iignalized  her  valour  at  Fftmitiea  exultant  lunath  agmina  peitis. 
the  feige  of  Troy,  was  killed  by  Achilles. 

s  Thermodon,  a  river  of  Scythia  in  the  ViRC.  En.  IX. 

country  of  the  Amazons. 

Oh, 
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Oh,  not  to  me,  who  well  thy  grandeur  know, 
But  to  the  Pagan  herd  thy  wonders  ihew. 

The  Lufian  hoft,  enraptured,  marked  the  fign 
That  witnefs'd  to  their  Chief  the  aid  divine : 
Right  on  the  foe  they  fhake  the  beamy  lance, 
And  with  firm  ftrides,  and  heaving  breafts,  advance  ; 
Then  burftthe  filence.  Hail,  O  King,  they  cry; 
Our  King,  our  King,  the  ecchoing  dales  reply  : 
Fired  at  the  found,  with  fiercer  ardour  glows 
The  heaven-made  Monarch ;  on  the  warelefs  foes 
Rufhing,  he  fpeeds  his  ardent  bands  along : 
So  when  the  chace  excites  the  ruftic  throng, 
Roufed  to  fierce  madnefs  by  their  mingled  cries 
On  the  wild  bull  the  red-eyed  maftifF  flies. 
The  ftern-brow'd  tyrant  trufts  his  potent  horns, 
ijiround  and  round  the  nimble  maftifF  turns  ; 
Now  by  the  neck,  now  by  the  gory  fides 
He  hangs,  and  all  his  bellowing  rage  derides  : 
In  vain  his  eye-ballS  burn  with  living  fire. 
In  vain  his  noftrils  clouds  of  fmoke  refpire. 
His  gorge  torn  out,  down  falls  the  furious  prize 
With  **  hollow  thundering  found,  and  raging  dies : 

*  It  may,  perhaps,  be  agreeable  to  the  Reader,  to  fee  the  defcription  of  a  Bull-fight,  ta 
managed  by  nomer. 

jfs  zvhen  a  Itont  rujhing  from  his  den^ 
AmUft  the  plain  of  feme  wdt-nuattr* d  fen^ 
{}Vhere  numWous  oxen^  as  at  eafe  they  feed 9 
At  large  expatiate  o'er  the  ranker  mead  ;J 
Leaps  en  the  herds  before  the  herdfman*s  eyes ; 
The  trembling  her  df man  far  to  diftanee  flies  : 

S§me 
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Thus  on  the  Moors  the  hero  rufh'd  along, 

Th'  aftonifli'd  Moors  in  wild  confufion  throng ; 

They  fnatch  their  arms,  the  hafty  trumpet  founds^ 

With  horrid  yell  the  dread,  alarm  rebounds ; 

The  warlike  tumult  maddens  o'er  the  plain. 

As  when  the  flame  devours  the  Searded  grain : 

The  nightly  flames  the  whiftling  winds  infpire, 

Fierce  through  the  braky  thicket  pours  the  fire : 

Rous'd  by  the  crackling  of  the.  mounting  blaze 

From  fleep  the  ftiepherds  ftart  in  wild  amaze; 

They  fnatch  their  cloaths  With  many  a  woeful  cry. 

And  fcatter'd  devious  to  the  mountains  fly: 

Such  fudden  dread  the  trembling  Moors  alarms. 

And  thus  confufed  they  fnatch  the  neareft  arms  j 

Yet  flight  they  fcom,  and  eager  to  engage 

They  fpur  their  foamy  fteeds,  and  truft  their  furious  rage : 

Amidft  the  horror  of  the  headlong  fhock. 

With  foot  unfliaken  as  the  living  rock 

The  Lufian  hero  fl:ands  j  the  purple  wounds 

Gufli  horrible,  deep  groaning  rage  refounds  5 

Reeking  behind  the  Moorifli  backs  appear 

The  fliining  point  of  many  a  Lufian  fpear  5 


Some  lordly  bull  (the  reft  diJi^enU  andfiid) 

HtfingUi  outy  arreftsf  and  lays  him  dead. 

*rbusJrom  the  rage  of  Jon)e4ike  Heaorfte^v 

All  Greece  in  heaps ;  but  one  befeit^dy  andflt^  \ 

Mjcenian  Periphoi.  P«»H.  ^i*  XV. 

The 
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The  mailcoats,  hauberks,  and  the  harnefs  fteerd, 
Bruis'd,  hackt,  and  torn,  lie  fcatter'd  o'er  the  field ; 
Beneath  the  Lufian  fweepy  force  overthrown, 
Crufh'd  by  their  batter'd  mails  the  wounded  groan ; 
Burning  with  thirft  they  draw  their  panting  breath. 
And  curfe  their  Prophet  as  they  writhe  in  death. 
Arms  fever'd  from  the  trunks  ftill  grafp  the  '  fteel, 
Heads  gafping  rowl  >  the  fighting  fquadrons  reel ; 
Fainty  and  weak  with  languid  arms  they  clofe^ 
And  ftaggering  grapple  with  the  ftaggering  foes. 
So  when  an^oak  falls  headlong  on  the  lake. 
The  troubled  waters  flowly  fettHng  (hake  : 


'  There  is  a  paflage  in  Xenophon,  upon 
which  perhaps  Camocns  had  his  eye.     iir%) 

«I/x«l»  vt^v^fAintf,  Sec.  "  When  the  battle 
was  over  one  might  behold,  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  field,  the  ground  pur- 
pled  with  blood,  the  bodies  of  friends  and 
enemies  ftretched  over  each  other,  the 
fhields  pierced,  the  fjpcars  broken,  and  the 
drawn  fwords,  fome  icatcercd  on  the  earth, 
fome  plunged  in  the  bofoms  of  the  flain, 
and  fome  yet  grafped  in  the  hands  of  the 
dead  foldiers." 

As  it  was  neceflary  in  the  preface  to  ^ve 
a  charadler  of  the  French  tranflation  of  the 
Luiiad,  fome  fupport  of  that  charaAcr  is 
neceflary  in  the  notes.  To  point  out  every 
inftance  of  the  unpoctical  tafte  of  Caftcra, 
were  to  give  his  paraphrafe  of  every  fine 
paflage  in  Camoens.  His  management  of 
this  battle  will  give  an  idea  of  his  manner, 
it  is  therefore  tranfcribed.  **  Lf  Portugah 
hevrtt  impttuejemtnt  les  foldats  d^  l/mar^  let 
ren'verj'e  et  leur  owure  lej'ei/i  a  coups  dc  lance  ; 
on J(^  rrncohtrey  on  fe  choque  avic  une  fureur 
aui  thrankroit  k  Jommct  Je  montagncs.  La 
tern  tremble  fous  les  pas  ces  couvjitrs  fou^ 
vueux ;  l^impitcyahie  Erinnys   'vcit   des   blef- 


/ures  enormes  et  de  coups  dlgnes  a'elles :  lii 
gverriers  de  Lufus  hrifent^  coupent^  tailUnt, 
enfoncent  flaftrons^  armures^  boucliers^  cut- 
rajjes  et  turbans  ;  la  Parque  etend  fes  aiUt 
affreufes  fur  les  Mauritains,  Pun  expire  em 
mordant  la  poujpere,  I'aufre  implore  lefecoters 
de/on  prophet e  ;  tetes  jambes  et  bras  'vcleut 
et  bondi£'ent  de  toutes  partsy  Paeil  iCapper- 
foit  que  'vi/nges  converts  d*une  paleur  livide^ 
que  corps  deciires  et  qiientrailles  palpi t antes  ** 
Had  Caftera  ferioufly  intended  to  burlefqoe 
his  Author  he  could  fcarccly  have  better  fuc- 
cecded.  As  tranflation  cannot  convey  a  per- 
fert  idea  of  an  author's  manner,  it  is  there- 
fore not  attempted.  Tbj  attack  ivas  wth 
Jul i fury  that  it  Jhook  the  taps  of  the  moun» 
tains :  This  bombaft,  and  the  wretched  an- 
ticlimax ending  with  turbans,  are  not  in  the 
original ;  from  which  indeed  the  whole  it 
extremely  wide.  Had  he  added  any  poeti- 
cal image,  any  flower  to  the  embroidery  of 
his  Author,  the  increafe  of  the  richnefs  of 
the  tiflue  would  have  rendered  his  work  more 
pleaflng.  It  was  therefore  his  intereft  to  do 
fo.  But  it  was  not  in  the  feelings  of  Caflera 
to  tranflate  the  Lufiad  with  the  Ipint  of  Ca- 
moenj. 

So 
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So  faints  the  languid  combat  on  the  plain, 

And  fettling  ftaggers  o*er  the  heaps  of  flain. 

Again  the  Lufian  fury  wakes  its  fires. 

The  terror  of  the  Moors  new  llrength  infpires : 

The  fcatter'd  few  in  ^yild  confufion  fly, 

And  total  rout  refbunds  the  yelling  cry. 

Defiled  with  one  wide  Iheet  of  reeking  gore, 

Th?  verdure  of  the  lawn  appears  no  more: 

In  bubbling  ftreams  the  lazy  currents  run, 

And  fhoot  red  flames  beneath  the  evening  fun. 

With  fpoils  enrich'd,  with  glorious  trophies  *  crown'a 

The  heavep-made  Sovereign  on  the  battle  ground 


*  This  memorable  battle  was  foiaght  in 
■  the  plains  of  Ourique^  in  1139.  Ine  en- 
^^gement  lafted  fix  hours ;  the  Moon  were 
totiilly  rooted  with  incredible  daughter.  On 
the  field  of  battle  Akmzo  was  proclaimed 
lung  of  Portogal.  The  Portagueie  writers 
have  given  many  fabulous  accounts  of  this 
vidoiy.  Some  affirm,  that  the  Moor&h 
army  amounted  to  380,000,  others,  480,000, 
and  others  fwell  it  to  600,000,  whmas  Don 
Akmzo'sdtd  not  exceed  13,000.  Miracles 
mnft  alfo  be  added.  AUmzo,  they  tell  us, 
being  in  great  perplexity,  fat  down  to  com- 
fort nis  mind  by  the  perufal  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  Having  read  the  ftorv  of  Gi- 
iiw^  he  funk  into  a  deep  ileep,  m  which 
he  faw  a  very  old  man  in  a  remarkable  dre(s 
come  into  his  tent,  and  aflure  him  of  vic- 
tory. His  chamberlain  coming  in,  waked 
him,  and  told  him  there  was  an  old  man 
very  importunate  to  fpeak  widi  him.  Don 
Alonzo  ordered  him  to  be  brought  in,  and 
no  fooner  faw  him  than  he  knew  him  to  be 
the  old  man  whom  he  had  fcen  in  his  dream. 
This  venerable  perfoo  acquainted  him,  that 
he  was  a  fifherman,  and  had  led  a  life  of 
penance  for  fixty  years  on  an  adjacent  rock, 
where  it  had  been  revealed  to  him,  that  if 
the  Count  marched  his  army  the  next  morn- 


ing, as  foon  as  he  heard  a  certain  be* 
he  (hould  receive  the  ftiongefl  aflurai. 
vidory.    Accordingly,  at  the  ringing 
the  bell,  the  Count  put  his  army  in  mocic 
and  fuddenly  beheld  in  the  eaftem  (ky,  di. 
-  figure  of  the  Crofs,  and  Chrift  upon  it,  who 
promiied  him  a  complete  vidory,  and  com- 
manded him  to  accept  the  tide  of  King,  if 
it  was  offered  him  by  the  army.    The  fame 
writers  add,  that  as  a  (landing  memorial  of 
this  miraculous  event,  Don  Alonzo  changed 
the  arms  which  his  father  had  given,  of  a 
crqffb  azure  in  a  field  argent,  for  ii^^  efcut- 
cheons,  each  charged  with  five  bezants,  in 
memory  of  the  wounds  of  Chrift.     Others 
afilert,  that  he  gave  in  a  field  argent  ^st  ef- 
cutcheons  azure,  in  the  form  of  a  Crofs, 
each  charged  widi  five  bezants  argent,  placed 
falterwife,  with  a  point  fable,  in  memory 
of  ^\t  wounds  he  himfelf  received,  and  of 
five  Moorifh  kings  flain  in  the  battle.  There 
is  an  old  record,  faid  to  be  written  by  Don 
Alonzo,  in  which  .the  ftory  of  the  vifion  is 
related  upon  his  Majefty's  oatb.  The  S]>anifli 
Critics,  however,  have  difcovcred  many  in- 
confiAencies  in  it.     T  hey  find  tiie  language 
intermixed  with  phrafes  not  then  in  ufe  : 
it  bears  the  date  of  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
at  a  time  when  that  ae>a  had  not  been  in- 
P  troduced 


io6 


THE        L  U    S    I    A    D. 


Book  IXL 


Three  days  encampt,  to  reft  his  weary  tcain, 

Whofe  dauntlefs  valour  drove  the  Moors  from  Spain* 

And  now  in  honour  of  the  glorious  day, 

When  five  proud  Monarchs  fell  his  vanquifhUpjccyv 

On  his  broad  buckler,  unadorn'd  before, 

Placed  as  a  Grofs,  five  azure  Ihields  he  *  wore. 


trodnced  into  Spain ;  and  John,  Bifhop  of 
Coimbra,  figns  as  a  witncfs  before  John, 
Metrapolitan  of  Braja,  which  is  contrary  to 

ecclefiaftical  rule.  Thefe  circumftances, 
however,  are  not  mentioned  to  prove  the 
falfehood  of  the  vifion,  but  to  vindicate  the 
charadlcr  of  Don  Alonzo  from  any  (hare  in 
the  oath  which  pafTes  under  his  name.  The 
truth  is,  the  Portuguefe  were  always  un- 
willing to  pay  anv  homage  to  the  King  of  ^ 
Caflile.  They  adorned  the  battle  which 
gave  birth  to  their  Monarchy,,  with  mira- 
cle, and  the  new  Sovereignty  with  a 
command  from  heaven,  circumftances  ex- 
tremely agreeable  both  to  the  military 
pride  and  the  fuperilition  of  thefe  times. 
The  regal  dignity  and  conflitution  of  the 
Monarchy,  however,  were  not  fettled  till 
about  fix  years  after  the  battle  of  Ouriqtu. 
For  mankmd,  fay  the  Univerfal  Hiflorians, 
were  not  then  fo  ignorant  and  barbarous, 
as  to  fuffcr  a  chanee  of  government  to  be 
made  without  any  farther  ceremony,  than  a 
tumultuous  huzza.  An  account  of  the  co- 
ronation of  the  firfl  king  of  Portugal,  and 
the  principles  of  liberty  which  then. pre- 
vailed in  that  kingdom,  are  worthy  of  our 
attention.  The  arms  of  Don  Alonzo  having 
been   attended  with   glorious  fucccefs,    in 

'  1 149  he  called  an  aflcmbly  of  the  Prelates, 
Nobility^  and  Commons,  at  Lamego,  When 
the  aifembly  opened,  he  appeared,  feated 
on  the  throne,  but  without  any  other  marks 
of  regal  dignity.  Laurence  ife  Viegas  then 
demanded  of  the  aflcmbly,  whether,  accord- 
ing to  the  cle£lion  on  the  field  of  battle  at 
Oitrijue,  and  the  briefs  of  Pope  Eugenius 
III.  tney  chufed  to  have  Don  Alonzo  Enri- 
^•itex  for  their  king  ?  To  this  they  anfwered 
they  were  willing.  He  then  demanded,  if 
ihry  defircd  the  Monarchy  ftiould  be  elec- 
l\vc  or  hereditary.     Thry  declared  their  in- 


tention to  be,  that  the  crown  fliould  deC- 
cend  to  the  heirs  male  of  Jlmmt.  Lsamte 
de  Viegas  then  aiked,  "  Is  it  your  pleafure 
that  he  be  invefted  with  theenagns  of  Rx^ 
alty?  He  was  anfwered*  in' the  affirmative, 
and  the  Archbiihop  of  Braga  placed  the 
crown  upon  his  head,  the  king  haviag: 
his  fwonl  drawn  in  his  hand.  At  fixm 
as  crowned  Alom&o  thus  addreffed  the  af- 
fembly ;  ''  BleiTed  be  God,  who  has  al- 
ways  aflifted  me»  and  has  enabled  me,  with 
this  fword,  to  deliver  you  from  all  yourene-^ 
mies.  I  fhall  ever  wear  it  for  yoiu*  defence. 
You  have  made  me  a  lung,  and  it  is  but 
jufl  that  you  (hould  ihare  with  me  in  taking 
care  of  the  flate.  I  am  your  king,  and  «$ 
fuch  let  tts  make  laws  to  fecore  the  hsppi- 
nefs  of  this  kingdom."  Eighteen  mort 
ftatutes  were- then  framed  and  sSented  to  hf 
the  people.  Laurence  de  Vitgai  at  length 
propofed  the  great  queftion.  Whether  it  wa» 
theix  pleafure  that  the  king  ihould  go  to  I#«r, 
do  homage  and  pay  tribute  to  that  prince,, 
or  to  any  other.  Upon  which,  every  mui 
drawing  his  fword,  cried  with  a  loud  voice,. 
«<  We  are  free,  and  our  king  is  free;  we 
owe  our  liberty  to  our  courage.  If  the  king* 
(hall  at  any  time  fubmit  to  fiich  an  ad,  he 
deferves  death,  and  fhall  not  reign  either 
over  us,  or  among  us."  The  lung  rifiag 
up,  approved  this  declaration,  and  declared, 
that  if  any  of  his  defcendents  confented  Id 
fuch  a  fubmifiion,  he  was  unworthy  to  fuc- 
ceed,  and  fhould  be  reputed  incapable  of 
wearing  the  crown. 

<  Fanfhaw's  trandation  of  this  is  curiods^ 
He  is  literal  in  the  circumibnces,  but  the 
debafements  marked  in  italic  are  his  own : 

In  thefe  five  Hiields  he  paints  the  rccompinc* 

(0$  trinta  Dinbeiros ;  the  thirty  Denarii^ 
fays  Camoens.) 

For 
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In  grateful  memory^ofothelicalwenly  fign. 
The  pledge  of  cofqutft  by  the  aid  divine. 

Nor  loQg^)xif  faukI>ioi>in  the  icabbard  flept, 
His  warlike  arm  increafing  ^^urels  reapt : 
From  Leyra's  walls  the  baffled  Ifinar  flies. 
And  ftrong  Arroncha  falls  his  conquer'd  prize  ^ 
That  honour'd  town,,  through  whofe  Elyfian  groves^ 
Thy  fmooth  and  limpi4  wave,  O  Tagus,  roves. 
Th*  illuftrious  Santarene  confeft  his  power, 
And  vanquilh'4  Mafra  yields  her  proudeft  towrer. 
The  Lunar  mountains  faw  his  troops  difplay 
Their  marching,  banners  and  their  brave  array : 
To  him  fubmits  fair  Cintra*s  cold  domain. 
The  foothing  refuge  of  the  Nayad  train* 
When  Love's  fweet  fharcs  the  pining  Nymphs  would  ihun : 
Alas,  in  vain  from  warmer  climes  they  run : 
The  cooling  (hades  awake  the  young  defires, 
And  the  cold  fountains  cherifh  love's  foft  fires. 
And  thou,  famed  Lifbon,  whofe  embattled  wall 
Rofe  by  the  hand  that  wrought  p»ud  Ilion's  "  fall ; 

For  which  the  Lord  was  fold,  in  various  in%  Accounting  that  which  is  the  center,  twice. 

Writing  hit  bifhry^  who  did  difpenfe  Of  the  five  cinques,  which  he  doth  place  crofs-wife. 

Such  favour  to  him,  mere  then  heart  couJd  think.  „  rpj^^  tradition,  that  Lifbon  was  built  by  ^ 

{Writing  the  remembrance  of  him,  by  whom       ^lyiTes,  and  thence  called  O/jg^M/,  is  as 
he  was  favoured,invarioa$  colours.  Ctfw^w/.)        «>mmon  as,  and  of  cquai  authority  with 

that,  which  fays,  that  Brute  landed  a  co- 
in every  of  the  five  he  paints  five- fence  lony  of  Trojans  in  England,  and  gave  the 
«o  fums  the  thirty  ly  a  dnjuefitd cinque                   name  of  Britannia  to  the  ifland. 

P  2  Thou 
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Thou  queen  of  Cities,  whom  the  feas  obey^y. 

Thy  dreaded  ramparts  own'd  the  Hero's  fwa]^<  .  . 

Far  from  the  north  a  warlike  navy  bore 

From  Elbe,  from  Rhine,  and  Albion's  mifty  *"  (hore  i 

To  refcue  Salem's  long-polluted  ihrine 

Their  force  to  great  Alonzo's  force  they  join : 

Before  Ulyffes'  walls  the  navy  rides, 

The  joyful  Tagus  laves  their  pitchy  fidef. 

Five  times  the  Moon  her  empty  horHs  concealed, 

Five  times  her  broad  effulgence  fhone  rcvcai'd. 

When,  wrapt  in  clouds  of  duft,  her  mural  pride 

Falls  thundering, — black  the  fmoaking  breach  yawns  wide. 

As  when  th'  imprifon'd  waters  burft  the  mounds. 

And  roar,  wide  fweeping,  o'er  the  cultured  grounds ; 

Nor  cot  nor  fold  withftand  their  furious  courfe ; 

So  headlong  rufli'd  along  the  Hero's  force. 

The  thirft  of  vengeance  the  aflailants  fires. 

The  madnefs  of  defpair  the  Moors  infpires  j 

^  The  conqueft  of  LUbon  was  of  the  vt-  of  it  to  a  (leet  of  adventurers,  who  were  go- 

moil  importance  to  the  infant  Monarchy.  ine  to  the  Holy  Land,  the  greatell  part  of 

It  is  one  of  the  findl  ports  in  the  worid,  wmch  were  Engliflt.     One  Ui/ai  op  lti>ftp 

and  ere  the  invention  of  cannon,  was  of  in  his  tour  through  Portugal,    fays,    uat 

freat  ftrength.     The  old  Mooriih  wall  was  Alonzo  gave  them  Jlmada^  on  the  fide  of 

anked  by  feventy-feven  towers,  was  about  the  Tagus  oppofite  to  Lilbon,    and  that 

fix  miles  in  length,  and  fourteen  in  drcum-  Filla  Franca  was  peopled  by  them,  wluch 

fcrcnce.     When  befeiged  by  Don  Alonzo,  they  called  Comualla,  either  in  honour  of 

according  to  fome,  it  was  garrifoned  by  an  their  native  country,  or  from  the  rich  mea- 

army  of  200,000  men.     This,  not  to  fay  dows  in  its  neighbourhood,  where  immenie 

impoflible,  is  highly  incredible.     However,  herds  of  cattle  are  kept,  as  in  the  Engtiih 

that  it  was  firong  and  well  garrifoned  is  cer-  Cornwall. 
Clio,  as  alio  that  Alonzo  owed  the  conquefl 

Each 
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Each  lane,  each  ftrcct  rcfounds  the  conflift's  roar, 
And  every  threftiold  reeks  with  tepid  gorc^ 

Thus  fell  the  City,  who&  unccmquer'd  *  towers 
Defy'd  of  old  the  banded  Gothic  powers; 
Whofe  hardened  nerves  in  rigorous  dimates  trained 
The  favage  courage  of  their  fouls  fullain'd : 
Before  whofe  fword  the  fons  of  Ebro  fled. 
And  Tagus  trembled  in  his  oozy  bed ; 
Aw*d  by  whofe  arms  the  lawns  of  Betia  ftiore 
The  name  Vandalia  from  the  Vandals  bore. 

When  Lifbon's  towers  before  the  Luiian  fell. 
What  fort,  what  rampart  might  his  arms  repell ! 
Eftremadura's  region  owns  him  Lord, 
And  Torres-vedras  bends  beneath  his  fword ; 
Obiclos  humbles,  and  Alamquer  yields, 
Alamquer  famous  for  her  verdant  fields, 
Whofe  murmuring  rivulets  cheer  the  traveller's  way, 
As  the  chill  waters  o'er  the  pebbles  ftray. 
Elva  the  green,  and  Moura's  fertile  dales. 
Fair  Serpa*s  tillage  and  Alcazar's  vales 
Not  for  himfelf  the  Moorifh  peafant  fows  -, 
For  Luiian  hands  the  yellow  harvefl:  glows  : 

»  Unconjuet^J  toners — This  aifertion  of       was  by  treachery  that  Hcrimcncric,   the 
Camoens  is  not  without  foundation,  for  it       Goth,   got  pofTeffion  of  Liibon. 

And 
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And  you,  fair  lawns,  beyond  the  Tagus^  wave. 
Your  golden  burdens  for  Alon2o  fave ; 
Soon  fhall  his  thundering  might  your  wealth  reclaim, 
And  your  glad  valleys  ha^theb  monarch'^. name. 

Nor  fleep  his  captains  while  the  fovereign  wars  ; 
The  brave  Giraldo's  {word  in  conqueft  (barest 
Evora's  frowning  walls,  the  caftled  hold  '  '  ""  . 

Of  that  proud  Roman  chief,  and  rebel  bold, 
Sertorius  dread,  whofe  labours  ftill  •  remain ; 
Two  hundred  arches,  ftretch'd  in  length,  fuftain 
The  marble  du£t,  where,  gliflening  to  the  fun. 
Of  filver  hue  the  fhining  waters  run. 
Evora's  frowning  walls  now  (hake  with  fear. 
And  yield  obedient  to  Giraldo's  fpear. 
Nor  refts  the  monarch  while  his  fervants  toil. 
Around  him  ftill  increafmg  trophies  fmile. 
And  deathlefs  fame  repays  the  haplefs  fate 
That  gives  to  human  life  fo  fhort  a  date. 
Proud  Beja's  caftled  walls  his  fury  ftorms. 
And  one  red  (laughter  every  lane  deforms. 
The  ghofts,  whofe  mangled  limbs,  yet  fcarcely  cold, 
Hcapt  fad  Trancofo^s  ftreets  in  carnage  roU'd, 
Appeafed,  the  vengeance  of  their  flaughter  fee. 
And  hail  th'  indignant  king's  fevere  decree. 

*  The  aqucduft  of  Sertorius,  here  men-        antiquity.     It  was  repaired  by  John  IIL  [of 
.tioned^  is  pne  of  the  grandell  remains  of       Portugal,  about  A.  D.  1540. 

Palmela 
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Palmela  trembles  on  her  mountain's  height, 

And  fea-laved  Zambra  owns  the  hero's  might. 

Nor  thefe  alone  confeft  his  happy  ftar. 

Their  fated  doom  produced  a  noble  war. 

Badaja's  king,  an  haughty  Moor,  beheld 

His  towns  befieged,  and  hafted  to  the  field. 

Four  thoufand  courfers  in  his  army  neigh'd, 

Unnumber'd  fpears  his  infantry  difplay'd; 

Proudly  they  march'd,  and  glorious  to  behold. 

In  filver  belts  they  flione,  and  plates  of  gold. 

Along  a  mountain's  fide  fecure  they  trod. 

Steep  on  each  hand,  and  rugged  was  the  road  5 

When  as  a  bull,  whofe  luftful  veins  betray 

The  mad'ning  tumult  of  infpiring  May; 

If,  when  his  rage  with  fierceft  ardour  glows. 

When  in  the  fhade  the  fragrant  heifer  lows, 

If  then  perchance  his  jealoua  burning  eye 

Behold  a  carelefs  traveller  wander  by. 

With  dreadful  bellowing  on  the  wretch  he  flies. 

The  wretch  defencelefs  torn  and  trampled  dies. 

So  rufh'd  Alonzo  on  the  gaudy  train. 

And  pour'd  viflorious  o'er  the  mangled  flain ; 

The  royal  Moor  precipitates  in  flight. 

The  mountain  ecchoes  with  the  wild  affright 

Of  flying  fquadrons,  down  their  arms  they  throw, 

And  dafli  from  rock  to  rock  to  fhun  the  foe. 

The 
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The  focj  what  wonders  may  not  virtue  dare  1 

But  fixty  horfemen  waged  the  conquering  '  war. 

The  warlike  monarch  ftill  his  toil  renews, 

New  conqueft  ftill  each  viftory  purfues. 

To  him  Badaja's  lofty  gates  expand, 

And  the  wide  region  owns  his  dread  command. 

When  now  enraged  proud  Leon's  king  beheld 

Thofe  walls  fubdued  which  faw  his  troops  expell 

Enraged  he  faw  them  own  the  vigor's  fway, 

And  hems  them  round  with  battalous  array. 

With  generous  ire  the  brave  Alonzo  glows, 

By  heaven  ung^rded,  on  the  numerous  foes 

He  rufhes,  glorying  in  his  wonted  force. 

And  fpurs  with  headlong  rage  his  furious  horfe  i 

The  combat  burns,  the  fnorting  courfer  bounds, 

And  paws  impetuous  by  the  iron  mounds  : 

O'er  gafping  foes  and  founding  bucklers  trod 

The  raging  fteed,  and  headlong  as  he  rode 

Dafh'd  the  fierce  monarch  on  a  rampire  bar——. 

Low  groveling  in  the  duft,  the  pride  of  war. 

The  great  Alonzo  lies.    The  captive's  fate 

Succeeds,  alas,  the  pomp  of  regal  ftate. 

"  Let  iron  dafh  his  limbs,"  his  mother  cried, 

"  And  fteel  revenge  my  chains :"  flie  fpoke,  and  die^^ 

*  The  hiflory  of  this  battle  wants  authentidt/. 

And 
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And  heaven  affented  —  Now  the  hour  was  come, 
And  the  dire  curfe  was  fallen  Alonzo's  "  doom. 

No  more,  O  Pompey,  of  thy  fate  complain, 
No  more  with  forrow  view  thy  glory's  (lain ; 
Though  thy  tall  ftandards  tower'd  with  lordly  pride 
Where  northern  Phafis  rolls  his  icy  tide  5 
Though  hot  Syene,  where  the  fun's  fierce  ray 
Begets  no  fhadow,  own'd  thy  conquering  fway ; 
Though  from  the  tribes  that  fhiver  in  the'  gleam 
Of  cold  Bootes'  watery  gliftening  team ; 
To  thofe  who  parch'd  beneath  the  burning  Hne, 
In  fragrant  (hades  their  feeble  limbs  recline. 
The  various  languages  proclaim'd  thy  fame, 
And  trembling  own'd  the  terrors  of  thy  name ; 
Though  rich  Arabia  and  Sarraatia  bold. 
And  Colchis,  famous  for  the  fleece  of  gold ; 
Though  Judah's  land,  whofe  facred  rites  implored 
The  One  true  God,  and,  as  he  taught,  adored ; 


^  As  already  obferved,  there  is  do  au-  fiadnred  in  the  battle,   was  feftored,  oa 

thentic  proof  that  Don  Alonzo  ufed  fach  condition  that  as  foon  as  he  w»  able  to 

feverity  to  his  mother  as  to  pat    her  in  mount  on  horfe))ack»    he  fhould  come  to 

chains.     Brandan  fays  it  was  reported  that  Le9M9  and  in  perfon  do  homage  for  his  d#^ 

Don  Alonzo  was  bom  with  both  his  legs  minions.     This  condition,  fo  contrary  to 

growing  together,  .and  that  he  was  cered  his  coronadkm  jagrcement*  he  fo«nd  means 

by  the   prayers  of  his  tutor  Egaj  Nunio.  to  avoid.     He  ever  after  aifedted  to  drive 

Legendary  as  this  may  appear,  this  how-  in  a  calafh,   and  woold  newer  mpont  on 

ever  is  deduceable  from  it,  that  from  his  horfeback  more.     This  his  natural  and  af- 

birth  there  was  fomething  amifs  about  his  terwards  pplitical  infirtnity,    the  faperfH- 

legs.     When  he  was  prifoner  to  his  fon  in  tious  of  thofe  days  afcribed  to  the  curfes 

law  Oon  Fernando  king  of  Leon,  he  re-  of  his  mother, 
covered  his  liberty  ere  his  leg,  which  was 

Q^  Though 
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Though  Cappadocia>  realm  thy  mandate  fway'd, 
-nd  bafe  Sophenia's  fons  thy  nod  obey'd  ; 
\.  hough  vcxt  Cicilia  s  pirates  wore  thy  bands> 
A  :d  ihofe  who  cultured  fair  Armenia's  lands, 
\'>  here  from  the  facred  mount  two  rivers  flow> 
And  what  was  Eden  to  the  Pilgrim  fhewj 
1  hough  from  the  vaft  Atlantic's  bounding  wave 
To  where  the  northern  tempefts  howl  and  rave 
Round  Taurus'  lofty  brows  :  though  vaft  and  wide 
The  various  climes  that  bended  to  thy  pride; 
No  more  with  pining  anguifh  of  regret 
Bewail  the  horrors  of  Pharfalia's  fate : 
For  great  Alonzo,  whofe  fuperior  name 
Unequal'd  viftories  confign  to  fame, 
The  great  Alonzo  fell — like  thine  his  woe ; 
From  nuptial  kindred  came  the  fatal  blow. 

When  now  the  hero,  humbled  in  the  duft^ 
His  crime  atoned,  confeft  that  heaven  was  juft. 
Again  in  fplendor  he  the  throne  afcends  : 
Again  his  bow  the  Moorifh  chieftain  bends. 
Wide  round  th'  embattled  gates  of  Santarecn 
Their  fhining  fpears  and  banner'd  moons  are  feen* 
But  holy  rites  the  pious  king  preferred ; 
The  Martyr's  bones  on  Vincent's  Cape  interred, 

(His 
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(His  fainted  name  the  Cape  fhall  ever  *bear)  , 
To  Lifbon's  walls  he  brovrght  with  votive  care. 
And  now  the  monarch,  old  ajnd  feeble  grown, 
Refigns  the  faulchion  to  his  valiant  fon. 
O'er  Tagus'  waves  the  youthful  hero  paft. 
And  bleeding  hofts  before  him  fhrunk  aghaft. 
Choak'd  with  the  (lain,  with  Moorifh  carnage  dy'd, 
Sevilia's  river  rolFd  the  purple  tide. 
Burning  for  vifltory  the  warlike  boy 
Spares  not  a  day  to  thoughtlefs  reft  or  joy. 
Nor  long  his  wilh  unfatisfied  remains  :     ^ 
With  the  befiegers'  gore  he  dies  the  plains 
That  circle  Beja's  wall :  yet  ftill  untamed. 
With  all  the  fiercenefs  of  defpair  inflamed, 
The  raging  Moor  coUefts  his  diftant  might ; 
Wide  from  the  (horcs  of  Atlas'  ftarry  height. 
From  Amphelufia's  cape,  and  Tingia's  bay, 
Where  ftern  Antaeus  held  his  brutal  fway, 
The  Mauritanian  trumpet  founds  to  arms, 
And  Juba's  realm  returns  the  hoarfe  alarms  ; 
The  fwarthy  tribes  in  burnifh'd  armour  (hine, 
Their  warlike  march  Abeyla's  ftiepherds  join. 
The  great  Miramolin  on  Tagus'  fhores 
Far  o'er  the  coaft  his  banner'd  thoufands  pours  j 


*  Tu  quoque  littorihus  noflrisy   jEneia  nutrix^ 
jEtirnam  moricns  famam^  Ca'Uta  dedifti, 

ViRo.  En.  VII, 
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Twelve  kings  and  one  beneath  his  enfigns  ftand^ 
And  wield  their  fabres  at  his  dread  command.- 
The  plundering  bands  far  round  the  region  liafte. 
The  mournful  region  lies  a  nakedwafte. 
And  now  enclofed  in  Santareen's  high  tawers 
The  brave  Don  Sanca  (huns  th'  unequal  powers ; 
A  thoufand  arts  the  furious  Moor  purfues, 
And  ceafelefs  ftill  the  fierce  aflault  renews. 
*  Huge  clefts  of  rock,  from  horrid  engines  whirFd,. 
In  fmouldering  volleys  on  the  town  are  hurl'dj 
The  brazen  rams  the  lofty  turrets  (hake, 
And  mined  beneath^  the  deep  foundations  quake  >. 
But  brave  Alonzo's  fon,  as  danger  grows^ 
His  pride  inflamed,  with  rifing  courage  glows  y 
Each  coming  ftorm  of  miffile  darts  he  wards, 
Each  nodding  turret,  and  each  port  he  guards. 

In  that  fair  city,  round  whofe  verdant  meads 
The  branching-  river  of  Mondego  fpreads. 
Long  worn  with  warlike  toils,  and  bent  with  years 
The  king  repofed,  when  Sanco's  fate  he  hears. 
His  limbs  forget  the  feeble  fteps  of  age. 
And  the  hoar  warrior  burns  with  youthful  rage. 
His  daring  Veterans,  long  to  conqueft  train  d, 
He  leads — the  ground  with  Moorifli  blood  is  ftain'd  y 

Turbans 
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Turbans,  and  robsps  of  various  colours  wrought. 

And  ihiver'd  fpeari  in  ftreaming  carnage  float. 

In  hamefs  gay  U«  many  a  weltering  .fteed,      ; 

And  low  in  duft:tbe.gr6aning  mafter%  bleed.  < 

As  proud  Miramolin  in.  horror  *  fled, 

Don  Sanco's  jayelinftretch'd  him  with  the  dead.    ' 

In  wild  difmay,  and  torn  with  guihing  wounds. 

The  rout  wide  fcatter'd  fly  the  Lufian  bounds* 

Their  hand^  to  heaven  the  joyful  viitors  raife. 

And  every  voicQ  refounds  t4\c  fong  of  praifej, 

"  Nor  was  it  Humbling  chance>  nor  human  might, 

"  Twas  guardian,  heaven,"  they  fung,  "  that  ruled  the  fight/' 

This  blifsful  day  Ah>nzo*s  glories  crowned  ; . 
And  pale  difeafe  foon  gave  the  fecret  wound ; 
Her  icy  hand  his  feeble  limbs  iiivades^, 
And  pining  languor  through  his  vitals^  fpreads. 
The  glorious  monarch  to  the  tomb  defcehdsi 
A  nation's  grief  the  funeral  torch  attends. 
Each  winding  fliore  for  thee,  Alonzo,'  mourns, 
Alonzo's  name  each  woful  bay^  returns  s 

^  MiramoUfty  not  the  name  of  a  pcrfon,  -Ipfa  te^  Ti'tyrit  finus^ 

bat  a  title,  quafi^  SoUam    The  Arabs  call  it  '  Iffitefontes^  ip/a  hac  arbufla  nfocabant. 
EtDb^'Almouxmnif  the  Emperor  of  the  FaitJb'  EcL.  i. 

/«/•  •  —  Eurjdicen  'uqx  ip/a  etfrigida  lingua^ , 

^  In   this  poetical  exclamation;  expref-  Ah  m/eram  Eurydken^  anima  fugtente^  tK- 
five  of  the  forrow  of  Portugal  on  the  death  cahat : 

of  Alonzo,  Camoens  has  happily  imitated  Earydicen  -  ttto  referehant  flumine  ripa. 
fome  paffages  of  Virgil.  G.  iv. 

■      llttui^  Hyhy  Hj/a,  omne  fonaret. 

ECL.'VJ 

For 
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For  thee  the  rivers  figh  their  groves  among, 
And  funeral  murmurs  wailing,  roll  along ; 
Their  fwelling  tears  o'erflow  the  wide  campaigil ; 
With  floating  heads,  for  thee,  the  yellow  grain, 
For  thee  the  willow  bowers  and  copfes  weep, 
As  their  tall  boughs  lie  trembling  on  the  deep ; 
Adown  the  ftreams  the  tangled  vine-leaves  flow. 
And  all  the  landfcape  wears  the  look  of  woe. 
Thus  o'er  the  wondering  world  thy  glories  ipread. 
And  thus  thy  mournful  people  bow  the  head; 
While  ftill,  at  eve-,  each  dale  Alonzo  fighs. 
And,  oh,  Alonzo !  every  hill  replies  ; 
And  ftill  the  mountain  ecchoes  trill  the  lay. 
Till  blufliing  morn  brings  on  the  noifeful  day. 

The  youthful  Sanco  to  the  dirone  fuccecds. 
Already  far  renown'd  for  valorous  deeds  3 
Let  Betis'  tinged  with  blood  his  prowefs  tell, 
And  Beja's  lawns,  where  boaftful  Afric  fell. 
Nor  lefs  when  king  his  martial  ardour  glows. 
Proud  Sylves*  royal  walls  his  troops  enclofe ! 
Fair  Sylves'  lawns  the  Moorifh  peafant  ploughed, 
Her  vineyards  cultured,  and  her  valleys  fow'd ; 
But  Lifbon's  monarch  reapt.     The  winds  of  ^  heaven 
Roai'd  high — and  headlong  by  the  tempeft  driven, 

'  The  Portugucfc,  in  their  wars  with  the        Englifh  and  German  crufades.     In  the  pre- 
Moors,  were  feveral  times  affiftcd  by  the       fcnt  inflance  the  fleet  was  moftly  Engli/h, 

the 
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In  Tagus'  breaft  a  galiant  navy  fought 

The  fheltering  port,  and  glad  affiftance  brought. 

The  warlike  crew,  by  Frederic  the  Red, 

To  refcue  Judah's  proftrate  land  were  led  j 

When  Guido's  troops,  by  burning  thirft  fubdued. 

To  Saladine  the  foe  for  mercy  filed. 

Their  vows  were  holy,  ^xi/ii  the  caufe  the  fame, 

To  blot  from  Europe's  fhorei^  the  Moorifh  name. 

In  Sanco's  caufe  the  gallant  nafvy  joins, 

And  royal  Sylves  to  their  iforce  refigns. 

Thus  fent  by  heaven  a  foreign  n^val  band 

Gave  Lifbon's  ramparts  to  the  Sire'^s  command. 

Nor  Moorifh  trophies  did  alone  adorri 
The  Hero's  name  5  in  warlike  camps  though  bom. 
Though  fenced  with  mountains,  Leon's  martial  race 
Smile  at  the  battle-fign,  yet  foul  difgrace 
To  Leon's  haughty  fons  his  fword  atchicved  ; 
Proud  Tui's  neck  his  fervile  yoke  received; 
And  far  around  falls  many  a  wealthy  town, 
O  valiant'  Sanco,  humbled  to  thy  frown. 

While  thus  his  laurels  flourifti'd  wide  and  fair. 
He  dies  :  Alonzo  reigns,  his  much-loved  heir. . 

Ae  troops  of  which  nation  were,  according       Silves.    Ifuniz,  de  Letn  as  cr9m4€S  dot  Reis 
to  aereement,  rewarded  with  the  plunder,        df  Pgrt. 
ichiGB.  was  exceeding  rich^  of  the  city  of 

Alcazar 
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Alcazar  lately  conquer'd  from  the  Moor, 
Reconquered,  flreams  with  the  defenders'  gore. 

Alonza  dead,  another  Sanco  reigns  : 
9  Alas,  with  many  a  figh  the  land  complains ! 
Unlike  his  Sire,  a  vain  unthinking  boy. 
His  fervants  now  a  jarring  fway  enjoy,  . 
As  his  the  power,  his  were  the  crimes  of  thofe 
Whom  to  difpenfe  that  facred  power  he  chofc.    . 
By  various  counfels  waver'd  -and  confufed, 
By  feeming  friends,  by  vatiou^s  arts  abu£ed; 
Long  undetermined)  blindly  rafti  at  lafl:. 
Enraged,  unmann'd,  untutor'd  by  the  paft. 
Yet  not  like  Nero,  cruel  and  unjuft. 
The  flave  capricious  of  unnatural  luft. 
Nor  had  he  fmiled  had  flames  confumed  his  Tjroy  s 
Nor  could  his  people's  groans  afford  him  joy ; 
Nor  did  his  woes  from  female  manners  fpring, 
Unlike  the  ^ Syrian,  or  Sicilians  king. 
No  hundred  cooks  his  cofily  .meal  prepared, 
As  heapt  the  board  when  Rome's  proud  tyrant  ^  fared. 
Nor  dared  the  artift  hope  his  ear  to  '  gain. 
By  new-form'd  .arts  to  point  the  flings  of  pain. 


K  Unlike  the  Syrian ^SarHinapalus.  'Heliogabalus,  infamous  for  his  gluttony. 

^  When  Rome's  proud  tyrant  far'' ii.^'^  '  Alluding  to  the  hillory  of  Phalaris. 


But 
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But  proud  and  high  the  Lulian  fpirit  foar'd, 
And  afk'd  a  godlike  hero  for  their  Lord. 
To  none  accuftom'd  but  an  heroes  fway, 
Great  muft  he  be  whom  that  bold  race  obey. 

Complaint,  loud  murmur'd,  every  city  fills. 
Complaint,  loud  murmur'd,  vibrates  through  the  hills. 
Alarm'd,  Bolonia^s  warlike  Earl  *  awakes. 
And  from  his  liftlefs  brother's  minions  takes 

The  awful  fceptre Soon  was  joy  reftored. 

And  foon,  by  iuft  fucceffion,  Lifbon's  Lord, 
Beloved,  Alonzo  named  the  bold,  he  reigns ; 
Nor  may  the  limits  of  his  Sire's  domains 


'  Caxpoens,  who  was  quite  an  enthufiaft 
for  the  honour  of  his  country,  has  in  this 
inftance  difguifed  the  tnith  of  hiftbry.  Don 
Sancho  was  by  no  means  the  weak  Prince 
here  reprefented,  nor  did  the  miferies  of  his 
reign  proceed  from  himfelf.  The  clergy 
were  ^e  fole  authors  of  his  and  the  pnbUc 
calamities.  The  Roman  See  was  then  in 
the  height  of  its  power,  which  it  exerted  in 
the  moil  tyrannical  manner.  The  eccle- 
iiaiHcal  courts  had  long  t;Iaimed  the  fole 
right  to  try  an  ecclefialtic,  and  to  prohibit 
a  Prieil  to  fay  mafs  for  a  twelvemonth,  was 
by  the  brethren  his  judges,  efleemed  a  fuf- 
£cient  punilhment  for  murder,  or  any  other 
<:apital  crime.  Alonzo  II.  the  &ther  of 
Don  Sancho,  attempted  to  eflablifh  the  au- 
thority of  the  King's  courts  of  jullice  over 
the  offending  Clergy.  For.  this  the  Arch- 
i)ifhop  of  ^raga  excommunicated  Gonxalo 
Mende^  the  Chancellor,  and  Honodus  the 
Pope  excommnnicated  the  King, '  and  put 
his  dominions  under  an  interdidt.  The  ex- 
terior offices  of  Religion  were  fufpended, 
the  vulgar  fell  into  the  utmoft  diffolutenefs 
of  manners;  Mahommedifm  made  great  ad- 
vances, and  public  confufion  every  where 


prevailed.  By  this  policy  the  Holy  Church 
conilrained  the  nobility  to  urge  the  King  to 
a  full  fubmiilion  to  the  Papal  chair.  >Vmle 
a  negotiation  for  this  purpofe  was  on  foot 
Albnzo  died,  and  left  his  fon  to  ftru^le 
with  an  enraged  and  powerful  Clergy.  Don 
Sancho  wa^;  jaft,  affable,  brave,  and  an  en- 
amoured hufband.  On  this  lail  virtue  fac- 
tion firft  fixed  its  envenomed  fangs.  The 
Queen  was  accufed  of  arbitrary  influence 
oyer  her  hufband,  and,  according  to  ^e  fu- 
perftition  of  that  age,  flie  was  oelieved  to  ; 
have  difturbed  his  ^nfes  by  an  enchanted 
draught.  Such  of  the  nobility  as  declared 
in  the  King's  favour  were  iligmatized,:and 
rendered  odious,  as  the  creatures  of  the 
Queen.  The  confufions  which  enfued  weie 
fomented  by  Alonzo,  Earl  of  Bologne,  thfe 
King's  brother,  by  whom  die  King  was  ac- 
cufed as  the  author  of  them.  In  mort,  by 
the  affiflancc  of  the  Clergy  and  Pope  Innor 
cent  IV.  Sancho  was  depoled,  and  foon  after 
he  died  at  Toledo.  The  beautiful  Queen, 
.Donna  Mencia^  was  feized  upon,  and  con- 
veyed, away  by  one  Raymond  Fortocarrcro^ 
and  was  never  heard  of  more.  Such  are  the 
triumphs  of  FadUon  ! 


R 


Confine 
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Confine  his  mounting  f^irit^    Whin  he  kd 
His  finiling  Gonfort  to  the  bridal  bed, 
Algarbia's  realm,  he  faid,  fhaU  prove  thy  dower. 
And  foon  Algarbia  conquered  own'd  his  power. 
The  vanquifh*d  Moor  with  total  rout  expell'd. 
All  Lufus'  fhores  his  might  unrnrall'd  held. 
And  now  brave  Diniz  reigns,  whofe  noble  fire 
Befpoke  the  genuine  lineage  of  his  Sire/ 
Now  heavenly  peace  wide  waved  her  olive  bough. 
Each  vale  difplay'd  the  labours  of  the  plough 
'And  (miled  with  joy :  the  rocks  on  every  fhore 
Refound  the  dafhing  of  the  merchant-oar. 
Wife  laws  are  form'd,  and  cqnftitutions  weighed. 
And  the  deep-rooted  bafe  of  Empire  laid. 
Not  Ammon's  fon  with  larger  heart  beftow'd. 
Not  fuch  the  grace  to  him  the  Mufes  owed« 
From  Helicon  the  Mufes  wing  their  way, 
Mondego's  flowery  banks  invite  their  ftay. 
Now  Coimbra  fhine?  Minerva^s  proud  abode  ^    * 
And  fired  with  joy,  Parnaifus'  bloomy  God 
Beholds  another  dear-loved  Athens  rife. 
And  fpread  her  laurels  in  indulgent  fkies ; 
Her  wreath  of  laurels  ever  green  he  twines 
With  threads  of  gold,  and  Baccaris  *  adjoins. 

^  The  Baccarhy    or  Lady's  glove,   sn  '    >    Bsieari/ronfim 

herb  to  which  the  Druids  and  ancient  Poets       Ciftgite,  m  vaii  jnceaf  maia  lingua  future. 
aftribed  magactf  virtues.  Vi n  c.  Ed.  vif. 

Here 


i 
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Here  caflle  walls  in  vntrBlt  gtindettr  Icitir, 
Here  cities  fwell  «^  lofiy  tempks  to^er : 
In  wealth  and  grandeur  ^acfe  witii  other  vies ; 
When  old  and  lo^ld  &«  paaieKt-^moanrch  £c8. 
His  fon,  alas,  remifs  in  fiiiid  deedtr^ 
But  wife  in  peace  and  bold  m  fighty  Aicceeds, 
The  fourth  AloiiKo  t  Ever  iritk'd  for  war 
He  views  the  ftem  Cafteel  with  watchfol  care. 
Yet  whenfthe  Lybitft  nstioiis  croft  the  maUi, 
And  fpread  their  thoufands  o'er  the  fields  of  Spdn, 
The  brave  Alon2o>  drew  hi»  awful  fteet 
And  ipning  to  battel  for  the  proud  Gafteel. 

When  Babel's  haughty  "Brtptefs  bared  the  fword, 
And  o'er  Hydafpes'  lawns  her  lemons  pbur'd) 
When  dreadful  Attila,  to  whom  was  '  given 
That  fearful  name,  the  Scourge  of  angry  heaven, 
The  fields  of  tremUing  Italy  o'erran 
With  many  a  Gothic  tribe  and  northern  clan; 
Not  fuch  unnumber'd  banners  then  were  fecn. 
As  now  in  fair  Tartefia's  dales  convene  > 
Numidia's  bow  and  Mauritania's  (pear. 
And  all  the  might  of  Hagar's  race  was  here.; 

4 

I  Attila,  a  king  of  die  Huns,  fimamed       centaiy.    He  may  be  reckoned  among  tke 
33ie  ScoiBje  of  God.    He  lived  in  the  fifth       greateft  conqoeron. 

R  2  Granada's 


124  THE        L    U   S    I   A    D.  Boot  Iff. 

Granada's  mongrels  join  their  numejipus  hoft, 

To  thofe  who  dared  the  feas  from  Lyfcia's  coafL 

Awed  by  the  fury  of  fuch  ponderous  fprce^  - : 

The  proud  Caftilian  tries  each  hoped  refourcei ' :  .  ,;\ 

Yet  not  by  terror  for  himfelf  iixfpircd,  v  *:  ;_!' 

For  Spain  he  trembled,  and  for  Spain  was  fired*  .   : 

His  much -loved  bride  his. loeiTfenger  he  ■  fends. 

And  to  the  hoftile  Lufian  lowly  bendsi.  ....  I 

The  much-loved  daughter  of  the  King  implored,  .  — ' 

Now  fues  her  father  for  her  wedded  Lord. 

The  beauteous  dame  approached  the  palace  gat«. 

Where  her  great  Sire  was  throned  in  regal  ftate :  > 

On  her  fair  face  deep-fettled  grief  appears, 

And  her  mild  eyes  were  bathed  in  gliftening  tears  s 

Her  carelefs  ringlets,  as  a  mourner's,  flow 

Adown  her  fhoulders  and  her  breafts  of  fnowi 

A  fecret  tranfport  through  the  father  ran, 

While  thus,  in  fighs,  the  royal  bride  began : 

And  know'ft  thou  not,  O  warlike  King,  (he  cry'd. 
That  furious  Afric  pours  her  peopled  tide  >        - 
Her  barbarous  nations  o'er  the  fields  of  Spain  ? 
Morocco's  Lord  commands  the  dreadful  train* 

"»  His  muJj'lo^veJ  brttfe      ■  The  Princcfs  his  iruflrefTcs,  though  he  owed  his  crown  to 

Mary.    She  was  a  Lady  of  great  beauty  the  afliHance  of  his  falher-ia-Iaw>  the  king 

and  virtue,  but  was  exceedingly  ill  ufed  by  of  PortugaL 
her  haft>and}  who  was  violently  attached  to 

Ne'er 
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Ne'er  fince^  the  furges  bathed  thQ:circling  coaft. 
Beneath  one  ftandard  march- dib  dread  an  hoft : 
Such  the  dire  fiercenefs  of  their  brutal  rage, ' 
Pale  are  our  braveft  youth  as, pallied  age.     .'. 
By  night  our  father's  fhadcs  confefs  their  "  fear,. 
Their  flirieks  of  terror  from  the  tombs  we  hear : 
To  £tem  the  r^ge  of  thefe  unnumber'd.  bands. 
Alone,  O  Sirdi;  my  gallant  feufband  ftands  i^  -  1 

His  little  hoft  alone  their  faireaffcsloppofe;^ 
To  the  barb'd  darts  of  Spfaini  innuinerous  foes: 
Then  hafte,  O  Monarch,  thou  whofe.  conquering  fpear 
Has  chiird  Malucca^bfultiy  waves  with  feaf;.  .   /     \\   [\ 
Hafte  to  the  refcue  of  diftreisM  Gafleel, 
(Oh  !  be  that  imile  thy  dear  afFeftion's  feal !); 
And  fpeed,  my  father,  ere  my  hufband's  fate- 
Be  fixt,  and  I,  deprived  of  regal  ftate^  •  . 
Be  left  in  captive  folitude  forloriii: 
My  fpoufe,  my  kingdom,  and  my  birth  to*  mourn. 

In  tears^  and  trembling,  fpoke  the  filial  queen- 
So  loft  in  grief  was  lovely  Venus  "^  ieen. 


^  Benight  our  fathers' JbiJes€onfe/s  their fear^..  terrible  anarmy.     The  French  tranflator, 

their Jhrieks of tirforfromthtumhi'UHUim.'  contrary  to  the-origiriaX  afcribe«  tfiis  terror 

Camoens  fays,  •*  A  mortos  faz  efpanto,"  to  the  ghoft  of  onJy  one  Prince,  bv  which 

to  give  this  ek^nc^  in  EngliOi  itqwired  i  thi*  droke  of  Camoetis,  in   the  fpirit  of 

paraphrafe.      There    is   foTiethinfi|  wildly  Shakefpeare,  is  reduced  to  a  piece  of  unrocaur 

great,  and  agreeable  to  the  fuperftitibn  of  ing  frippery, 
that  age,  to  fuppofc  that  the  dead  were  trou-  .  «      i,    £  a  jp     •  j 

bled  in  their  graves,  on  the  apprcich  of  ib  bee  the  firlt  ^eid» 

• . }  When 
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When  Jove,  her  Sire,  the  beauteous  mourner  pray'd 

To  grant  her  wandering  fon  the  promifed  aid. 

Great  Jove  was  moved  to  hear  the  fair  deplore, 

Gave  ail  (he  afk'd,  and  grieved  (he  a&'d  no^mor^*    . 

So  grieved  Alonzo's  noble  heart*    And  now 

The  warrior  binds  in  fteel  his  awful  brow;  ^^ 

The  glittering  fquadrons  march  in  proud  array, 

Dn  burnifh'd  fhiel4s  the  trembling  fun-beams  play : 

The  blaze  of  arms  the  warlike  rage  infpires. 

And  wakes  from  (lothful  peace  the  hero's  fires. 

With  tranipHng  hoofs  £yora'$  plains,  rebound. 

And  fprightly  neighing^  eccfao  far  an>und^ 

Far  on  each  fide  the  clouds  of  duft  anfe,  } 

The  drum's  rough  rattling  rowls  along  the  fldes ; 

The  trumpet's  Ihrilly  clangor  foimds  alarms. 

And  each  heart  bums,  and  ardent  pants  for  arips. 

Where  their  bright  blaze  the  royal  enfigns  pour'd. 

High  o'er  the  reft  the  great  Alonzo  tower'd ; 

High  o'er  the  reft  was  his  bold  front  admired, 

And  his  keen  eyes  new  warmth,  new  force  infpired. 

Proudly  he  marched,  and  now  in  Tarif 's  plain 

The  two  Alonzoes  join  their  martial  train: 

Right  to  the  {(k^  in  battle-rank  updrawn. 

They  paufe-^the  mountain  and  the  wide-fpread  lawa 

Afford  not  foot-room  for  the  crowded  foe : 

Awed  with  the  horrors  of  the  lifted  blow 

PaSe 
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Pale  look'4  our  braveft  heroes.    SireU'd  with  pridej 

The  foes  already  <*on<|uer'd  Spain  divide. 

And  lordly  o*er  the  fidd  the  promifed  vid:ors  ftride. 

So  ftrode  in  Elah^s  vale  the  totveiing  height 

Of  Gath's  proud  champion ;  fb  with  pale  affiight 

The  Hebrews  trmbled,  wliile  with  impious  pride 

The  large-limb'd  foe  the  (hepherd  boy  defy>d: 

The  valiant  boy  advancing  fits  the  ftring. 

And  round  his  head  he  whirls  the  founding  flings 

The  monfter  daggers  with  the  forcefal  wound. 

And  his  huge  bulk  lies  groaning  on  the  ground. 

Such  impious  fcorh  the  Moor's  proud  bofbm  fwell'd, 

When  our  thin  fquadrons  took  the  battle-field  s 

Unconfcious  of  the  Power  who  led  us  on. 

That  Power  whofe  nod  confounds  th'  infernal  throne  j 

Led  by  that  Power,  the  brave  Caftilian  bared 

The  fhining  blade,  and  proud  Morocco  dared  j 

His  conquering  brand  the  Lufian  hero  drew. 

And  on  Granada's  fons  refiftlefs  flew  j 

The  lances  rattle  and  the  fplinters  fing. 

And  the  broad  faulchions  on  the  bucklers  ring : 

With  piercing  fhrieks  the  Moors  their  Prophet's  name. 

And  ours  their  guardian  Saint  aloud  acclaim. 

Wounds  gufli  on  wounds,  and  blows  refound  to  blows, 

A  lake  of  blood  the  level  plain  o'crflows  $ 

The 
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The  wounded  gafping  in  the  purple  tide, 

Now  find  the  death  tjic  fword  but  half  fupplied. 

Though  ^  wove  and  quilted'by  their' JLaidics'  hands,  \'     ' 

Vain  were  the  mail-plates  of  Granada^s  bands.    . 

With  fuch  dread  force  the  Lufian  rufli'd  along,  .  ; 

Steep'd  in  red  carnage  lay  the.boaliful  throng. 

Yet  now  difdainful  of  fo  light  a  prize,      . 

Sheer  o'er  the  field  t|;ie  thundering  hero  flies  ^ 

And  his  bold  artn  the  brave  Caftilian  joins 

In  dreadful  coriflift  with  the  Moorifh  lines^ 

The  parting  Sun  now  pour^i  the  rtiddy  blaze. 

And  twinkling  Vefper  (hot  his  filvery  rays 

.t 
Athwart  the  gloom,  and  clofed  the  glorious  day, 

When  low  in  duft  the  ftrength  of  Afric  lay. 

Such  dreadful  flaughter  of  the  boaflful  Moor 

Never  on  battle-field  was  heap'd  before  j 

Not  he  whofe  childhood  vow'd  eternal  hate 

And  defperate  war  againft  the  Roman  ftate : 

Though  three  ftrong  Courfers  bent  beneath  the  weight 

Of  rings  of  gold,,  by  many  a  Roman  Knight, 


^  Though  iJtfove^lt  may  perhaps  bf  phr-       a  participle  in  place  of  the  harfh  foundia|; 
jededf  that  this  is  ungrammatical.    But  nvoveM^  a  word  almoft  incompatible  with 

th.^  elegance  of  verfificadon.     The  more 

Quemp*ncsirbitriumeft,ctjusctnorm«loqucndi.        harmonious  word  ought  thopefcre  to  to  be 

, .  uied  ;  and  uie  will  afcertain  its  definition  in 

and  Dryden,  Pope,  Arc.  often  ufe  'wove  as       grammar. 


Erewhile, 
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Erewhile,  the  badge  of  rank  diftinguiih'd,  worn, 

From  their  cold  hands  at  Cannae's  ilaughter  torn  j 

Not  his  dread  fword  befpread  the  reeking  plain 

With  fuch  wide  ilreams  <)f  gore,  and  hijls  of  flain  j 

Nor  thini,  O  Titus,  to  the  Stygian  coaft. 

From  blood-ftain*d  Salem  fent  fo  many  a  ghoft  j 

Though  ages  ere  flie  fell,  the  Prophets  old 

The  dreadful  fcene  of  Salem's  fall  foVetold, 

In  words  that  breathe  wild  horror :  Nor  the  fhore. 

When  carnage  choak'd  the  ftream,  fo  fmoak'd  with  gore. 

When  Marius*  fainting  legions  drank  the  flood, 

Yet  warm  and  purpled  with  Ambronian  '  blood  j 

Not  fiich  the  heaps  as  now  the  plains  of  Tarif  ftrew'd* 

While  glory  thus  Alonzo's  name  adorned, 
To  Lilbon's  fhores  the  happy  Chief  returned. 
In  glorious  peace  and  well-deferved  repofe. 
His  courfe  of  fame,  and  honoured  age  to  clofe. 
When  now,  O  king,  a  Damfel's  fate  'fevere, 
A  fate  which  ever  claims  the  woful  tear, 

^  When  the  foldiers  of  Marius  com-  pofidon.  La  Neu/ville,  Le  Cltde^  and  odier 
tplained  of  third,  he  pointed  to  a  river  near  niftoriansy  alTert^  diat  fhe  was  privately  mar- 
the  camp  of  the  Ambrones ;  there,  fays  he,  ried  to  the  prince  ere  fhe  had  any  (hare  in  his 
you  may  drink,  but  it  muft  be  purchafed  bed.Norwas  his  conjugal  fidelity  lefs  remark- 
with  blood.  Lead  us  on,  they  replied,  that  a'ble  than  the  ardour  of  his paflion.  Afraid, 
we  may  have  fomething  liquid,  though  it  however,  of  his  father's  re&ntment,  the  fe- 
be  blood.  The  Romans  forcing  their  way  verity  of  whofe  temper  he  knew,  his  inter- 
to  the  river,  the  channel  was  filled  with  the  courfe  with  Donna  Inez  paifed  at  the  court 
•dead  bodies  of  the  ilain.         Vid.  Plut.  as  <an  intrigue  of  gallantry.  On  the  accefiion 

'  This  unfortunate  lady.  Donna  Inex  de  of  Don  Pedro  the  Cruel  to  the  throne  ^ 

Caftro^  was  the  daughter  of  a  CaftiUan  gen-  XlaJilUy    many   of    the    difgufted   nobility, 

tleman,  who  had  t^en  refuge  in  the  court  were  kindly  received  by  Don  Pedro,  thro' 

of  Portugal.  Her  beauty  and  accomplifhments  the  intereft  of  his  beloved  Inez.     The  fa- 

attraAedthe  regard  ofDon  Pedro,  the  lane's  vour  (hewn  to  thefe  Caftilians  gave  great 

ddeilibn,  aprmceof  abraveandnoble^o  uneafinefs    to    the  politiciaas.     A  uiou- 

S  fand 
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Difgraced  his  hohour^— Oft  the  Nymph's  lorn  faad 

Relentlefs  rage  it$  bittereft  rancour  (hed : 

Yet  fuch  the  zeal  her  princely  lover  bore. 

Her  breathlefs  corfe  the  crown  of  lAibon  wore. 

'Twas  thou,  O  Love,  whofe  dreaded  Ihafta  controut 

The  hind's  nlde  heart,  and  tear  the  hero's  foul; 

Thou  ruthlefs  power,  with  bloodfhed  nevw:  cloyedt. 

Twas  thou  thy  lovely  votary  deftroyedi. 

Thy  thirft  ftill  burning  for  a  deeper  woe. 

In  vain  to  th6e  the  tears  of  beauty  flow ; 

The  breaft  that  feels  thy  pureft  flames  divine. 

With  fpouting  gore  muft  bathe  thy  cruel  fhrine. 

Such  thy  dire  triumphs !— ^Thou,  O  Nymph,  the  whili^ 

Prophetic  of  the  god's  unpitying  guile. 

In  tender  fqenes  by  love-lick  fancy  wrought,  ^ 

By  fear  oft  Ihifted  as  by  fancy  brought. 

In  fwcet  Mondego's  ever-verdant  bowers,, 

Languifti'd  away  the  flow  and  lonely  hours  :: 

While  now,  as  terror  waked  thy  boding  fears, . 

The  confcious  ftream  received. thy  pearly  tears;. 

And  now,  as  hope  revived  the  brighter  flameji, 

£ach  eccho  figh'd  thy  princely  lover's  name. 

No*  left  could  abfpnce  from  thy  prince  remove 

lift  dear  remembrance  of  his  diftant  love : 

fortfeen  from  thjs  Prince's .  Inez»  finding  the  king  witling  to  liften^. 

|»     Kii    Caftilian    miftrefs  :  omitted  no  opportunity  to  increafe  his  re- 

«(   hll  children   by  his  fentment  againft  the  unfortunate  lady.   The 

||#  princeft  Cenftantia^  prince  was  about  his  28th  year  when  his., 

illlt  MCinin  of.  Pojua  '  amour  with  his  beloved  Inc%  commenced. 
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Thy  looks,  thy  finiles,  ftill  meet  his  ravifti'd  eyes. 
And  all  thy  beauteous  charms  before  him  rife :  . 
By  night  his  flumbers  bring  thee  to  his  arms. 
By  day  his  thoughts  ftill  wander  o*er  thy  charms  : 
By  night,  by  day,  each  thought  thy  loves  employ, 
/  Each  thought  the  memory  or  the  hope  of  jo^.' 
Though  faireft  princely  dames  invok'd  his  love. 
No  princely  dame  his  conftant  faith  could  move : 
For  thee  alone  his  conftant  paflion  burn'd. 
For  thee  the  profFer'd  royal  maids  he  fcom'd. 
Ah,  hope  of  blifs  too  high — the  princely  dames 
Refufed,  dread  rage  the  father's  breaft  inflames  j 
He,  with  an  old  man's  wintery  eye,  furveys 
The  youth's  fond  love,  and  coldly  with  it  weighs 
The  peoples'  murmurs  of  his  fon's  delay 
To  blefs  the  natiien  with  his  nuptial  day. 
(Alas,  the  nuptial  day  was  paft  unknown. 
Which  but  when  crdwn'd  the  prince  could  dare  to  own.) 
And  with  the  Fair  One's  blood  the  vengeful  fire 
Refolves  to  quench  his  Pedro's  faithful  fire. 
Oh,  thou  dread  fword,  oft  ftain'd  with  heroes'  gore. 
Thou  awful  terror  of  the  proftrate  Moor, 
What  rage  could  aim  thee  at  a  female  breaft, 
Unarm'd,  by  foftnefs  and  by  love  pofleft ! 

'  Dragg'd  from  her  bower  by  murderous  ruffian  hands. 
Before  the  frowning  king  fair  Inez  ftands; 

S  a  Her 
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Her  tears  of  artlefs  innocence,  her  air 

So  raild,  fo  lovely,  and  her  face  fo  fair. 

Moved  the  ftern  Monarch  ;  when  with  eager  zeal 

Her  fierce  Deftroyers  urged  the  public  weal; 

Dread  rage  again  the  Tyrant's  foul  poffeft. 

And  his  dark  brow  his  cruel  thoughts  confeft ; 

O'er  her  fair  face  a  fudden  palenefs  fpread. 

Her  throbbing  heart  with  generous  anguifh  bled,^ 

Anguifh  to  view  her  lover's  hopelefs  woes,. 

And  all  the  mother  in  her  bofom  rofe. 

Her  beauteous  eyes  in  trembling  tear-drops  drown'd;,, 

To  heaven  (he  lifted,  for  her  hands  were  *  bound  y 

Then  on  her  infants  turn'd  the  piteous  glance. 

The  look  of  bleeding  woe ;  the  babes  advance,.. 

Smiling  in  innocence  of  infant  age,- 

Unawed,  unconfcious  of  their  grandfire's  rage  i 

To  whom,  as  burfting  forrow  gave  the  flow, 

The  native  heart-fprung  eloquence  of  woe, 

The  lovely  captive  thus:  —  Q  Monarch,  hear,. 

If  e'er  to  thee  the  name  of  man  was.  dear. 

If  prowling  tygers,  or  the  the  wolf's  wild  brood,. 

Infpired  by  nature  with  the  luft  of  blood, 

Have  yet  been  moved  the  weeping  babe  to  fpare^ 

Nor  left,  but  tended  with  a  nurfe's  care,. 


^  M  ccelum  titidtns  arJentia  luminafruftra^ 
Lumina  nam  tenerai  arccbant  'vincula  palmau 

ViRC.  ^N.  2, 
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As  Rome's  great  founders  to  the  world  were  given ; 
Shalt  thou,  who  wear'ft  the  facred  ftamp  of  heaven. 
The  human  form  divine,  fhalt  thou  deny- 
That  aid,  that  pity,  which  e'en  beafts  fupply  f 
Oh,  that  thy  heart  were,  as  thy  looks  declare, 
Of  human  mould,  fuperfluous  were  my  prayer  j 
Thou  could'ft  not  then  a  helplefs  damfel  flay, 
Whofe  fole  offence  in  fond  affedlion  lay. 
In  faith  to  him  who  firft  his  love  confefl. 
Who  firft  to  love  allured  her  virgin  breafV. 
In  thefe  my  babes  fhalt  thou  thine  image  fee,. 
And  flill  tremendous  hurl  thy  rage  on  me  ? 
Me,  for  their  fakes,  if  yet  thou  wilt  not  fpare„ 
Oh,  let  thefe  infants  prove  thy  pious  ^  care  L 

^  It  has  been  obferved  by  fome  critics,.  tJie  attention  of  the  world.    Taflb    and' 

that  Milton  on  every  occafion  is  fond  of  Spenfer  have   copied  from  his   Ifland    oT 

cxpreiling  his  admiration  of  mufic,  particu-  Blifs,  and  three  tragedies  have  been  formed 

larly  of  the  fong  of  the  Nightingale,  and  from  this  Epifode  of  the  unhappy  Inez.  One 

the  full  woodland  choir.    If  in  the  fame  in  Engliih,  by  Mr.  Mallet — but  of  this 

manner  we  are  to  judge  of  the  favourite  tafle  we  need  fay  nothing  :  it  is  one  of  the  many 

of  Homer,  we  ihall  nnd  it  of  a  lefs  delicate  negleded  unfufierable  loads  of  unanimated 

kind.     He  is  continually  defaibing   the  dulnefs,  which,  though  honoured  with  the 

foaft,  the  huge  chine,   the  favoury  viands  approbation  of  Mr.  Garrick,  have  diigraced 

en   the  glowmg  coals,    and   the  foaming  the  Englifh  theatre,  and  rendered  modem 

bowl.     The  rufing  paJffion  of  Camoens  is  Tragedy  a  name  of  contempt.     The  other 

alfo  ftrongly  marked  in  his  writings.     One  two  are  by  M*  de  la  MottCy  and  Luis  Velex, 

may  venture  to  aErm,   that  there  is  no  de  Gue<vara^  a  Spaniard.     How  thefe  dif- 

poem  of  equal  length  that  abounds  with  fa  ferent  writers  have  handled  the  fame  fubjeft. 

many  impaffioned  encomiums  on  the  fair  is  not  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  the.critic.. 
iex  as  the  Lufiad.  The  genius  of  Camoens  The  tragedy  of  M.  de  la  Motte,  from  which- 
feems  never  fo  pleafed  as  when  he  is  paint-  Mallet's  Elvira  is  copied  ^is  highly  charac- 
ing  the  variety  of  female  charms,  he  feels  all  terifHc  of  die  French  drama..  In  the  Lu- 
tiie  magic  of  their  allurements,  and  riots  in        fiad  the  beantiful  vidim  expreiTes  the  flrong 

his  defcriptions-  of  the  happinefs  and  miie-  emotions  of  genuine  nature.     She  feels  for 

rie»  attendant  on  the  paffion  of  love.  As  what  her  lover  will  feel  for  her ;  the  mother 
he  wrote  from  his  feelings,  thefe  parts  of  his  rifes  in  her  breaft,  ihe  implores  pity  foriicr 
woriu  have  been  particularly  honoured  with       diildren ;  (he  feels  the  horrors  of  death, 

-and 
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Yet  Pity's  lenient  current  ever  flows 

From  that  brave  breaft  where  genuine  valour  glows ; 

That  thou  art  brave,  let  vanquifh'd  Afric  tell. 

Then  let  thy  pity  o'er  mine  anguifh  fwell ; 

Ah,  let  my  woes,  unconfcious  of  a  crime. 

Procure  mine  exile  to  fome  barbarous  clime : 


.and  would  be  glad  to  wander  an  exile  witk 
lier  babes,  where  her  only  folace  would  be 
<he  remembrance  of  her  faithful  paffion« 
This  however,  it  appears,  would  not  fuit  the 
tafte  of  a  Paris  audience.  On  the  French 
iUge  the  flem  Roman  heroes  mufl  be  polite 
PetJt'MaitreSf  and  the  tender  Inez  a  l?luf- 
terin^  amazon.  Lee's  Alexander  cannot 
talk  m  a  higher  rant.  She  not  only  wifhes 
to  die  her^lf,  but  defirea  that  her  children 
and  her  hufbaad  Don  Pedro  may  alfo  be  put 
to  death. 

He  bien,  feisneur,  fuivez  vos  barbares  fnaximes. 
On  ▼ons  amene  encor  de  nouvellet  viflimes, 
Immolez  fans  remordt,  at  pour  noas  punir  mieux^ 
Ces  gages  d*an  Hymen  G  coupable  I  vos  yieux. 
lit  ignorent  le  fang,  dont  le  ciel  les  a  (it  naitre. 
Par  l*arret  de  leur  marc  faites  les  reconnattre, 
Confommez  votre  •uvrage,  ec  que  les  mimes  co  vps 
K«joignent  les  enfans,  ct  la  femme,  et  Tepoux. 

The  Spaniard  however  has  followed  nature 
«nd  Camoens,  and  in  point  of  poetical  me- 
rit his  play  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  that  of 
the  Frenchman.  Don  Pedro  talks  in  the 
abfence  of  his  miftrefs  with  the  beautiful 
iimplicity  of  an  Arcadian  lover,  and  Inez 
implores  the  tyrant  with  the  genuine  ten- 
^emefs  of  female  affedlion  and  delicacy. 
The  reader,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  Spa- 
tiifli  tongue  will  thank  me  for  the  following 
extra£L 

/«//.     A  mis  hijos  me  quitais  ? 

Rey  Don  Alonfo,  fcnor, 

Porque  me  quereis  qui  tar 

La  vida  de  tantas  vczes  ? 

Advertid,  fenor  mirad^ 

Que  el  cora9on  a  pedayoi 

Dividido  me  arancais 
J?OU    IJcvaldos,  Alvar  Gonyalez. 


Ines.    Hijos  mios,  donde  vais  ? 
Donde  vais  fin  vueftra  madre  f 
Falta  en  los  hombres  piedad  ? 
Adonde  vais  luzes  mais  ? 
Como,  que  aiC  me  dexais 
En  el  mayor  defconfuelo 
En  manos  de  la  crueldad. 

Nino  Alfin.     Confuelate  madre  mia, 

Y  a  Dios  te  puedas  quedar. 
Que  vamos  con  nueftro  aboelo, 

Y  no  ouerra  hazemas  mal. 
ines.     Poffible  es,  fenor,  Rey  miot 

Padre,  que  anii  me  cerreis 
La  puerta  para  el  perdon  ? 


Aora,  fenor,  aora, 
Aora  es  tiempo  de  monHrar 
£1  mucho  poder  que  tiene 
Vueftra  real  Mageftad. 

«         #         •        # 
Como,  fenor  ?  vos  os  vais 
Y  a  Alvar  Gon9alcz,  y  a  Coello 
Inhumanos  me  entregais  ? 
Hijos,   hijos  de  mi  vida, 
Dcxad  me  los  abracar ; 
Alonfo,  mi  vida  hijo, 
Dionis,  a  mores,  tomad, 
Tomad  a  ver  vueftra  madre : 
Pedro  mio,  donde  eftas 
Que  anfi  te  olvidas  de  mi  ? 
PofEble  es  que  en  tanto  mal 
Me  falta  tu  vifta,  eipofo  ? 
Quien  te  pudiera  avifar 
Del  peligro  en  que  afiigida 
Dona  Ines  tu  efpofa  elb. 

The  drama,  from  which  thefe  extradls  trs 
taken,  is  entitled,  Kejnar  dejfues  dt  morir. 


Give 
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Give  me  to  wander  o'er  the  burning  plains 

Of  Libya's  defarts,  or  the  wild  domains 

Of  Scythia's  fnow*cIad  rocks  and  frozen  fliore^ 

There  let  inc,  hopelefs  of  return^  deplore  i     : 

Where  ghaftly  horror  fills  the  dreary  vale. 

Where  flirieks  and  bowlings  die  on  every  gale,. 

The  lions  roaring,  and  the  tygers  yell. 

There  with  mine  infant  race,  confign'd  to  dwells 

There  let  me  try  that  piety  tafind. 

In  vain  by  Me  implored  from  human  kind :. 

There  in  fome  dreary  cavern's  rocky  womb„ 

Amid  the  horrors  of  iepulchral  gloom>. 

For  him  whole  love  I  mourn,  my  love  fliall  glowi, 

The  figh  Ihall  murmur,  and  the  tear  fhall  flowL 

All  my  fond  wifh,  and  all  my  hbpe,  to  rear 

Thefe  infant  pledges  of  a  love  fo  dear, 

Amidfl:  my  griefs  a  foothing  glad  employ,, 

Amidft  my  fears,  a  woful,  hopelefs  joy- 

In  tqars  fhe  utter'd  —  as  the  frozen  fhow 
Touch'd  by  the  fpring's  mild  ray,  begins  to  flow* 
So  juft  began  to  melt  his  ftubbom  foul 
As  mild-ray'd  Pity  o'er  the  Tyrant  ftolej. 
But  deftiny  forbade :  with  eager  zeal,. 
Again  pretended  for  the  public  weal^ 

Hefir 
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Her  fierce  accufers  urged  her  fpeedy  doom  5 

Again  dark  rage  difFufed  its  horrid  gloom 

O'er  ftcrn  Alojizo's  brow :  fwift  at  the  fign, 

Their  fwords  unfheathed  around  her  brandifti^d  ftime.' 

O  foul  difgrace,  of  knighthood  lafting  ftain. 

By  men  of  arms  an  helplefs  lady  '  flain  ! . 

Thus  Pyrrhus,  burning  with  unmanly  ire, 
Fulfiird  the  mandate  of  his  furious  fire ; 
Difdainful  of  the  frantic  matron's  prayer, 
On  fair  Polyxena,  her  laft  fond  care, 
He  rufh'd,  his  blade  yet  warm  with  Priam's  gore, 
And  dafh'dthe  daughter  on  the  facred  floor ; 
While  mildly  flie  her  raving  mother  eyed, 
Refign'd  her  bofom  to  the  fword,  and  died. 
Thus  Inez,  while  her  eyes  to  heaven  appeal, 
Kefigns  her  bofom  to  the  murdering  fteel : 


'  To  give  the  charafter  of  Alphonro  IV*  feet.    The  king  wai  moved  with  the  dif- 

^i\\  throw  light  on  this  inhuman  tranfadtion.  trefs  of  the  beautiful  fuppliant,   when  his 

He  was  an  undutiful  fon,  an  unnatural  bro-  three  counfellors,   Jharo  Gonfalex^  Dieg9 

thcr,  and  a  cruel  father ;  a  great  and  for-  Lopez,  Pacbeco^  and  Pedro  Cocfie,  reproach- 

tunate  warrior,  diligent  in  the  execution  of  ing  him  for  his  difregard  to  the  ftate,  he 

the  laws,    and   a  Machavilian  politician.  refapfcd  to  his  former  refolution.     She  was 

That  good  might  be  attained  by  villainous  dragged   from  his  prefencc.  and  brutally 

means,  was  his  favourite  maxim.     When  murdered  by  the  hands  of  his  three  couniel- 

the  enemies  of  Inez  had  perfuaded  him  that  lors,  who  immediately  returned  to  the  king 

her  death  was  neceffary  to  the  welfare  of  the  with  their  daggers  reeking  with  the  inno- 

ftate,  he  took  a  journey  to  Coimhra^  that  cent  blood  of  the  princefs  his  daughter-in- 

he  might  fee  the  lady,  when  the  prince  his  law.     Alonzo,  fays  La  Neupville,  avowed 

fon  was  abfent  on  a  hunting  party.    Donna  the  horrid  affaflination,  as  if  he  had  done 

]j3ez  with  her  children  threw  herfelf  at  his  nothing  for  which  he  ought  to  be  aihamed. 


That 
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That  fnowy  neck,  whbfc  matcMcfs  foi-m  fuftain'd  * 

The  lovelkft  face  where  all  the  Graces  reign'd, 

Whofe  charms  Tq  Icmg  tile  gaU^nt  PniKe  infl^ 

That  her  pale  corfe  was  Liihon'sf  qu^een  proclamed,' 

That  ihowy  necifc  w&  ftain'd  wkh^fpouting  gore, 

Another  fword  her  lovely 'bofom  tore; 

The  flowers  that  gliften'd  ^ith  her  tears  bedew'd, 

Now  fhrunk  atad  knguiflfd  with  her  blood  imbrew'd: 

As  when  a  rofe,  ere  while  of  bl66m  fo  gay. 

Thrown  from  the  carelefs  virgin's  breaft  away, 

Lies  faded  on  the  plain^  the  living  red^ 

The  fnowy  white;  and  all  it&  fragpatibe  fledj 

So  from  her  cheeks  the  rofcs  dy'd  away. 

And  pale  in  death  the  beauteous  Inez  lay  t 

With  dreadful  (xniles,  andc'crimfon'd  with  her  blood, 

Round  the  wan  victim: the  ftem  murderers  ftood, 

t&imindful  of  the  furej  though  future  hour. 

Sacred  to  vengeance  and  her  Lover's  power. 

O  Sun,  conldft  thou  To  foul  a  crime  behold. 
Nor  v^  thine  head  mdarknefs,  as  of  old 
A  ^dden  night  unwonted  horror  caft 
O'er  that  dire  banquet,  where  the  fire's  repaft 
The  fon's  torn  limbs  fuppUed  1  -^Yet  you,  ye  vales  ! 
Ye  difiant  forefts,  and  ye  flowery  dales  1 

T  Whoa 
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When  pale  and  finking  to, the  dreadfiil  (ftXU  ... 

You  heard  her  ijuiverin's  lip«  on  Pedcocall ; 

« 

Your  faithfuj  e?koe?  cn^t  t^  p^rtiqig  foua4 . 

And  Pedro  !  PedrpI  mouxjaf u^,  4gh'4. af o^nd.  ,,   .  .    :,  u  ; 

Nor  lefs  the  wppd-nymph?  of  ^ftd^go'-s  jfr^Vfij  .  ,      .  . 

Be waird  the  memory  of  hw^rlxapkfelgi^refi:;    . ^^,._ 

Her  griefs  they  wept,  and -to  a  glai^tiivc  nU      . 

Transform'4  their  tears,  wJ4c^,Wfiqp?(ftB4^WirHi^r8-ftiUi  -f:.., 

To  give  immortal  pity  tOrhecwpe;,.  /         •;.  v 

They  taught  the  riv'l^t  through  k^r  h^w^s  t^ 'fow^  ,, c* 

And  ftill  through  violet ^»-tJ>«:fwf»ta«fii  po^tf^ 

Its  "^  plaintive  wailingf  «^  is.  »^a»^]||ti*wr§k 

Nor  long  her  blood  for  v^ngeai^Kris  cjly'diri  vate:         '    : 

Her  gallant  Lord  be^as  his  awful  ;r»|^ 

In  vain  her  wwfld^flrji/iQif  r*f4i||^,fly,i  .. ;  ,.;;,'.  [   i!      ;^    :  :/# 

Spain's  wildeft'Iuito  ao  pboeiofj  reft  &^^^       f^  •;  :  :. 

The  inj  ur'd  Lover'3  and  the  MonaicH'^  iWt 

And  ftern-brow'd  Jqftice  ia  t-heirdooto  aortfykfit 

In  hiffing  flames  they  die,  and  yield  their  fouls  in  "  fire. 

^  At  an  old  royal  caiUe  near  Mondego,  Qaeen  and  the  Archbifiiop  of  Braga  the 

there  it  a  rivulet  called  the  fbuntlu]i  of  Chinee  idontod,  aad  die  mrther  h0M-o|Sibf 

Amours.     According  to  tradition,  it  was  a  civil  war  were  prevented.     Don  Alonzo 

here  that  Don  Pedro  reiided  with  his  btlo^red^  umis  hot  oa)j  feconciled  to  Ips  itniy  l^at  1^ 

Inez.     The  fidion  of  Camoens,  founded  on  boured  by  every  means  to  oblige  him,  and 

the  popular  name  of  thexi^ukit,  i|  i^  ;|he  .  to^e^^from  hk  yi^m^ry  the  injury  and  in- 

fpint  of  Homer.  Ailt  he  had  received.    The  Prince,  how- 

'  When  the  Prince  wa$  ^for];ned  of  ti^  cTcr*  ftUl  continued  to  discover  the  ^oi^geft 

death  of  his  beloved  Inez,  he  was  tranf-  marks  of  affedUon   and   grief.     When   he 

ported  into  the  mod  violent  fury.     Ho  took  fuccocded  to  the  crown,  one  of  his  Urik  a£^ 

arms  again  ft  his  father.     The  country  be-  was  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  CaHi  ft,  where^ 

tween  me  rivers  Mt/tbo  and  Doura  was  laid  by,  each  Monarch  engaged  to  give  up  fuch 

Ueibiatci    but  by  the  iaterpofition  of  the  malecontents^  as  fhould  take  refuge  in  each 

other's 
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Nor  this  alone  his -^edf aft  foul  dc^lay'd  :' 
Wide  o'er  the  lland  he  waved  the  awful  blade 
Of  red-arm'd  Juftice*-    Frony  the  fliades  of  night 
He  dragg'd  the  foul  adulterer  toi  laglk  : 
The  robber  frofti  his  dark  retreat  was  led, 
And  he,  who  fpilt  the  blodd  of:  murder,  bled. 


other's  dominions.  In  conftfM^or  of  thi^ « . 
Fii/ro  Coello  and  Aharo  Gon/aleK^  who,  on 
the  death  of  AkfiM^  had  flad^t^  Caflilc^ 
were  fcnt  prifoners  to  Don  Pe^.  Diego 
PicbecOf  the  third  murderer,  made  his  ef* 
cajpe.  The  otiber  two  were  put  to  death' 
with  the  moft  exquiiite  tortures^,  ^d  mpft 
jufUy  merited,  if  exquifitc' torture  b  in  any 
infbince  to  be  allowed.  After  this  the  IUng> 
Don  Pedro,  fummoned  iui  aflhnMy  of  fSt' 
ftates  at  CantmneJes.  Here,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  Pope*8  nuncio,  he  folemnly  (wore  on 
the  holy  Go^ls,  that  having  obtained  a 
difpenJTation  hoisiRitme^  htiM  Ikortiiiyi  ft 
BraganfMi  efpoufed  the  Ladv  InH^  ^hfCwjifo^ 
in  die  prefence  of  the  BUhoi^  o^  6udi^ 
tad  of  his  mailer  of  the  wardM)e  r  both-tof 
whom  confirmed  the  troth  o^the  oiitii«  tli^ 
Pope's  Bull,  cont^ing  the-  difpenfiition, 
w«8  pobMed ;  the  body  of  Iilefe  was  liftisd 
fiom  the  grave)  was  pfaoedon  a  magtiifi^ 
pent  throne,  and  with  the  prbper  Reealiaji 
crowned  Queen  of  PortugaK  The  nobility 
did  homage  to  her  ikeletbn^  aad  kifTedithe 
bones  of  her  hand.  The  aPt}g^  was  then 
ixitered  at  the  royal  monaftery  of  Alcolw^a^ 
with  a  pomp  before  unknown  in  Pottugalj 
and  with  all  the  honours  dte  to  a- Quten. 
Her  monument  is  ftill  ektant,  wher^  her 
fiatue  is  adorned  with  the  (Siidcfm;  and  the 
royal  robe.  This,  with'  the  legitimadon  of 
her  children,  and  the  care  ht^took  of  all 
who  had  been  in  her  fervice,  oohfbled  htm 
in  fbme  degree,  and  rendered  him'  niore 
converfable  than  he  had  Mtherto  beto ;  but 
the  cloud  which  the  death  of  his  Inc%  broi^t 
over  the  natural  cheerfulnefs  of  his  temper, 

was  never  totally  difperfed. A  drcum- 

dance  ftrongly  charaoeriftic  of  the  rage  of 
kisteiimtmcnt  mufl  not  be  omitted.    When 


the  miirderers  were  brought  before  him,  hr 
was  fo  tranfported  with  indignation,  that 
,  YikSop^  Pedro  Gotilo  feveral  blows  on  the 
face  with  the  (haft  of  his  whip. .  Some 
grave  writers  have  branded. this  adion  as 
imworthy  of  the  Magiilrate  and  the  Hero ; 
thofe  who  will,  may  add,  of  the  FhilofophBr 
too : '  Soihething  greater  however  bdbngs  to 
Don  Pedro :  A  regard  which  we  do  not  feel 
for  anv  of  the  three,  «nU)  in  every  b<^f6itav 
capable  of  genuine  love,  infpire  a  tender 
fympathy  for  the  agonies  of  his  heart,  when 
the  prefence  of  the  inhuman  murderers  pre- 
femW  tohiiPiQfildi  rfie-hoitidilene  of  the 
btttchdry  of  hn  beloved'Q>ott(d. 

Ther  itripreffibn  left  oH  the  philofephieal 
fliittd  by  thefe  hiAorical  fhASi  wiM  naturally 
ibggeil  {bme  relleaions  oil  hmnati  natuits. 
Vi^Sty:  man  is  proud  of  beings  thought  ca- 
pable c^lb^e;>  and*  none  more  To  than  dio<^ 
who  h^ve  thread  title  to  the  name  of  Lovef ; 
thoib  whom- the  Frehch  call  Let  hommei  di 
Galanterie,  whoib  only  happinefs  is  in  va» 
riety^  and  to  whom  the  greateft  beauty  and 
mental  accomplifliments  lofe  every  charm 
after  a  few  months  enjoyment.  Their  fa- 
tiety  thev  (bruple  not  to  confefs,  but  are  not 
awttrei  tnat  in  doing  (b,  they  alfo  confefs, 
that  the  principle  wmch  infpired  their  paf- 
fion  wasgrofs,  and  felfiih.  To  conftitute  a 
genuine  Love,  like  that  of  Don  Pedro,  re- 
qmres  a  noblenefs  and  goodnefs  of  heart, 
totally  incompatible  with  an  ungenerous 
mindt  The  yoothftil  fever  of  tfc  veins 
may,  fbr  a  while,  infpire  an  attachment  to 
a  particular  obje^ ;  but  an  afIb6Uon  fo  un- 
changeable and  fmcere  as  that  of  the  Prince 
of  Portugal,  can  only  fpring  from  a  bofom 
pofTefTed  of  the  fineft  feelings  and  of  every 


virtue. 
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Unmoved  he  heard  the  proudeft  Noble  plead, 
Where  Juftice  aim'd  her  fword,  with  ftubborn  fpced 
Fell  the  dire  ftroke.  .  Nor  cruelty  infpired,.  ' 

Nobleft  humanity  his  bofom  fired. 
The  Caitiff,  ftarting  at  his.  thoughts,,  repreft 
The  feeds  of  murder  fpringing  in  his.  breaft* 
His  outftretch'd  arm  the  lurking  thief  withheld^ 
For  fixt  as  fate  he  knew  his  doom  was  feaTd. 
Safe  in  his  Monarch's  care-  the  Ploughman  toil'd;  * 
And  force  and  violence  was  far  exiled.. 
Pedro  ^  the  juft  the  peopled  towns  prodaimi^ 
And  every  field,  refounds  her  Monarch's  name. 


y  ftdro  tbejuft'^-^liiSbarf  cannot  afibrd 
an  inftance  of  any  Prince  who  has  a  more 
eminent  claim  to  the  title  of  juft  than  Pedro 
X.  His  diligence  to  corredt  every  abufe  was 
indefatigable,,  and  when  guilt  was  proved 
his  juIUce  was  inexorable.  He  was  diead;- 
ftil  to  the  evil,  and  beloved  bv  the  good» 
for  he  refpedled  no  perfons,.  and  his  inflex- 
ible feventy  never  mgreiTed  from  the  line  of 
fbidt  juftice.  An.  anecdote  or  two  will  throw 
fome  light  on  his  character.  A  Prieft  having 
killed  a  Mafon^  the  king  diiTembled  his 
knowledge  of  the  crime,  and  left  the  iflue 
\o  the  Ecckfiaftical  Court,  where  the  Prieft 
was  punifhed  by  one  ]^ear's  fufpeniion  from 
(aying  mafs.  The  king  on  this  privately 
ordered  the  Mafbn's  (on  to  revenge  the  mur-^ 
dcr  of  his  ^ther.  The  young  man  obeyed, 
was  apprehended,  and  condemned  to  death- 
When  his  fentence  was  to  be  confirmed  by. 
the  king,  Pedro  enquired,  what  was  the 
young  man*s  trade.  He  was  aufwered,  that 
he  followed  his  father's.  Well  then,  faid 
the  king,  I  (hiill  commute  his  puniihmcnt, 


and  interdiift  him  from  meddling  with  fUme 
or  mortar  for  a  twelvemonth.  After  this  he 
fiiUy  eflablifhed  the  authority  of  the  king's 
courts  over  the  Clergy,  whom  he  punifhed 
widi  death  when  thor  crimes  were  capital. 
When  folicited  to  refer  the  canies  of  fuch 
criminals  to  a  higher  tribunal,  he  would  aii- 
fwer  very  calmly.  That  is  what  I  intend  to 
do:  I  will  fend  them  to  the  hieheft  of 
all  tribunals,  to  that  of  their  Maker  and 
mine.  Againft  Adulterers  he  was  parti- 
cularly fevere,  often  declaring  it  his  opi- 
nion, that  conjugal  infidelity  was  the  fource 
of  the  greateft  evils,  and  that  therefore- 
to  reftram;  it  was  the  intereft  and  duty  of 
the  Sovereign..  Though  the  fate  of  his  be- 
loved Inez  chagrined  and  foured  his  temper, 
he  was  fo  far  from  being  naturally  foUen 
or  paffionate,.  that  he  was  rather  of  a  gajr 
and  fprightly  difpofition,  affable  and  ^y 
of  accefs ;  delighted  in  mufic  and  dancing ; 
a.  lover  of  learning,  was  himfclf  a  man  of 
letters,  and  an  elegant  Poet.  Vide  Lt 
CUdey   Marianay    Faria. 


Of 
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Of  this  brave  Prince  the  foft  degenerate  fon,. 
Fernando  the  remifs,  afcends  the  throne. 
With  arm  unnerved  the  liftlefs  foldier  lay 
And  own'd  the  influence'  of  a  nervelefs  fway : 
The  ftern  Caftilian  drew  the  vengeful  brand. 
And  ftrode  proud  victor  o'er  the  trembling  land; 
How  terrible-the  hour,  when  heaven,  in  rage, , 
Thunders  its  vengeance  on  a  guilty  age ! 
Unmanly  floth  the  King,  the  nation  ftain'd ; 
And  lewdnefs  fofi-er'd  by  the  McMiarch  reign'd  : 
The  Monarch  own'd  that  firft  of  crimes  unjuft, 
The  wanton  revels  of.adulterous  luft : . 
Such  was  his  rage  for  beauteous  *  Leontore,       ^ 
Her  from  her  hufband's  widcw'd  arms  he  fore  r  . 
Then  with  unbleft,  unhallowU  nuptials  ft^in'd  . 
The  facred  altar,  and  its  rites  profaned. 
Alas !  the  fplendor  of  a  crown,  how  vain, 
From  heaven's  dread  eye  to  veil  the  dimmeft  (lain  1 


*  This  ladjs  named  Leonora  dc  Telks:, 
was  the  wife  of  Don  Juan  Lornixo  Acugnoy 
a  nobleman  of  one  of  the  moft  dillin- 
guifhcd  families  in  Portugal.  After  a  fham 
procefs  this  marriage  was  diflblved,  and  the 
king  privately  efpoufed  to  her,  though  at 
this  time  he  was  publicly  married  by  proxy 
to  Donna  Leonora  of  Arragon.  A  danger- 
ous infurredlion,  headed  by  one  Velafquex,^ 
a  taylor,  drove  the  king  and  his  adulterous 
bride  from  Lifbon.  Soon  after  he  caufed 
•Kis  marriage  to  be  publickly  celebrated  in 


the  province  between  the  Douro  and^  Minht. 
Henry  king  of  Caftile,  being  informed  of 
the  general  difcontent  that  reigned  in  Por- 
tugal, marched  a  formidable  army  into  that 
kingdom,  to  revenge  the  injury  offered  to 
fome  of  his  fubjefts,  vvhofe  fliips  had  birn 
unjaftly  feized  at  Lifbon.  The  defolation 
hinted  at  by  Camoens  enfucd.  After  the 
fubjeds  of  bfoth  kingdoms  had  feverc-Iy  fiif- 
fcred,  the  two  kings  ended  the  vvai,  inui h 
to  their  mutual  facisfadUon,  by  an  inter- 
marriage of  their  baftaru  LhiMrij^ 

To 
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To  conquering  Greece,  to  ruin'd  Troy,  what  woes, 
What  ills  on  ills,  from  Helenas  rape  arofe  ! 
Let  Appius  own,  let  banifh'd  Tarqviin  tell 
On  their  hot  rage  what  heavy  vengeance  fell. 
One  female  ravifti'd  Gibeah's  ftreets  *  beheld,, 
O'er  Gibeah's  ftreets  the  blood  of  thoufands  fwell'd 
In  vengeance  of  the  crime ;  and  ftreams  of  blood 
The  guilt  of  Zion's  facred  bard  ^  purfued. 

Yet  Love  full  oft  with  wild  delirium  blinds. 
And  fans  his  ba&ft  fire»  in  nobleft  minds  ^^ 
The  female  garb  the  great  Alcides  wore, 
And  for  his  Omphale  ti»  diftaff  *  bore. 
For  Cleopatra's:  finiles  the  world  was  loft : 
The  Roman  terror,  and  the  Punic  boaft, 
Cannte's  great  viftor,  for  a  harlot's  fmile,' 
Refign'd  the  harveft  of  his  glorious  toil. 
And  who  can  boaft  he  never  felt  the  fires, 
The  trembling  throbbings  of  the  young  defires, 
When  he  beheld  the  breathing  rofes  glow. 
And  the  foft  heavings  of  the  living  fnow  i 
The  waving  ringlets  of  the  auburn  hair, 
And  all  the  rapturous  graces  of  the  Fair ! 

«  Judges,  chap.  xix.  and  xx,  flail  never  depart  ficm  dunehcAiie.*' 

*  ?  S%uel,  ttiVf.  iii.  lo.  "  The  fwonl  *  AUidm  \atuu  nert  cg'tgit  amtr*    Ovio. 

Oh! 


Book  IIL 


THE        LUSIAD. 


H3 


Oh  !  what  defence,  if  fixt  on  him,  he  fpy 
The  languid  fweetnefs  of  the  ftedfaft  eye ! 
Ye  who  have  felt  the  dear  luxurious  fmart, 
When  angel  charms  opprefs  the  powerlefs  heart, 
In  pity  here  relent  the  brow  fevere. 
And  o'er  Femando's  weaknefs  diop  the  tear. 


To  conclude  the  notes  on  this  book«  it 
may  not  be  unncccfTary  to  obferve,  that  Ca- 
moens,  in  this  Epifode,  has  happily  ad- 
hered to  a  principal  rule  of  the  JBpopea. 
To  paint  the  manners  and  characters  of  the 
age  in  which  the  adiion  is  placed,  is  as  re- 
quifite  in  the  Epic  Poem,  as  it  is  to  preferve 
the  unity  of  the  character  of  an  InaividnaL 
That  gallantry  of  bravery  and  romantic  caft 
of  the  military  adventures,  which  charac- 
terifed  the  Spaniards  and  Portuftueie  during 
the  Moorifh  wars,  is  happily  mpported  by 
Camoens  in  its  rooft  jud  and  ilriking  co- 
IdotSm     Jn  hiiiory  we  £nd  furprifing  vic- 


tories obtuned  over  the  Infidels :  In  the 
Lnfiad  we  find  the  heroes  breathing  that 
enthufiafm  which  led  them  to  conqueft,  that 
enthuiiafm  of  military  honours  fo  fbongly 
expreiTed  by  Alonzo  V.  of  Portugal,  at  the 
feigc  of  Arzila,  In  florming  the  citadel, 
the  Count  de  Marialva,  a  brave  old  officer, 
loft  his  life.  The  King  leading  his  only 
fon,  the  Prince  Don  Juan,  to  the  body  of 
the  Count,  while  the  blood  yet  flreamed 
from  his  wounds;  **  Behold,  he  cried, 
that  great  man  I  May  God  grant  you,  my 
fon,  to  imitate  his  virtues.  May  your  ho- 
nour, like  his,  be  complete  !'* 


END    OF    THE     THIRD    BOOK. 
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AS  the  toft  vcffel  on  the  ocean  rowls. 
When  dark  the  night,  and  loud  the  tempeft  howls. 
When  the  lorn  mariner  in  every  wave 
That  breaks  and  gleams,  forbodes  his  watery  grave ; 
But  when  the  dawn,  all  filent  and  ferene. 
With  foft-paced  ray  difpels  the  Ihades  obfcene. 
With  grateful  tranfport  fparkling  in  each  eye. 
The  joyful  crew  the  port  of  fafety  fpy ; 
5uch  darkling  tempefts  and  portended  fate,         >, 
While  weak  Fernando  lived,  appalled  the  ftate ; 
Such  when  he  dy'd,  the  peaceful  morning  rofe. 
The  dawn  of  joy,  and  footh'd  the  public  woes. 

U  ^As 
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As  blazing  glorious  o*er  the  fhades  of  night. 

Bright  in  his  eaft  breaks  forth  the  Lord  of  light. 

So  valiant  John  with  dazzling  ablaze  appears, 

And  from  the  duft  his  drooping  nation  rears. 

Though  fprung  from  youthful  Paflion's  wanton  loves. 

Great  Pedro's  fon  in  noble  foul  he  proves  ; 

And  heaven  announced  him  king  by  right  divine, 

A  cradled  infant  gave  the  wondrous  *  fign. 

Her  tongue  had  never  lifp'd  the  mother's  name. 

No  word,  no  mimic  found  lier  lips  could  frame. 

When  heaven  the  miracle  of  fpeech  infpired ; 

She  raifed  her  little  hands,  with  raptBre^  fired. 

Let  Portugal,  ftie  cried,  with  joy  proclaim 

The  brave  Don  John,  and  own  her  monarch's  name^ 

The  burning  fever  of  domeftic  rage 
Now  wildly  raved,  and  mark'd  the  barbarous  age  j 


^  A  cradled  infant  gave  the  ivondrous  John  I.  and  as  EeWSu  a  badard,  was  of  in* 

Jrgn No  circumilancc  has  ever  been  more  finite  fervicc  to  his  caufe.     The  pretended 

ndiculed  by  the  ancient  and  modern  pe-  fad  however  is  difierendy  related.  By  fome 

dants  than  Alexander's  pretentions  to  di*  thus  :  When  Don  John»    then  regent  of 

vinity.     Some    of   his  coortiers  expoftu-  Portugal,  was  going   to  Coimbra»    to  if- 

lating  with  him  one   day  on   the  abfur-  fifl  at   an  affembly  of    the  ftates»    at  a 

dity  of  fuch  claim,  he  replied,  "  I  know  little  diftance  from  the  city  he  was  met  by 

"  the  truth  of  what  you  fay,  but  thefc,**  a  great  number  of  children  riding  upon 

(pointing  to  a  croud  of  Periians)  *'  thefe  ftidcs,  who  no  fooner  faw  him  than  mcj 

•*  know  no  better."    The  report  that  the  cried  out,  "  Blcfled  be  Don  John  king  of 

Grecian  army  was  commanded  by  a  fon  of  **  Portugal  ;   the   king  is  coming,   Don 

Jupiter  fpread  terror  through  the  Eaft,  and  *«  John   (hall    be  king."      Whether  this 

greatly  facilitated  the  operations    of  the  was  owing  to  art  or  accident,,  it  had  a 

Conqueror.    The  miraculous  fpeech  of  the  great  efFeft.     At  the  aflcmbly  the  regent 

i  ifint,    attefted  by   a    few    monks,    was  was  elcfted  king. 


adapted  to  the  fupcrllltion  of  the  age  of 


Through 
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Through  every  rank  the  headlong  fury  ran, 

And  firft  red  flaughter  in  the  court  began. 

Of  fpoufal  vows  and  widow'd  bed  defiled. 

Loud  fame  the  beauteous  Leanore  reviled. 

The  adulterous  noble  in  her  prefence  bled, 

And  torn  with  wounds  his  numerous  friends  lay  dead. 

No  more  thofe  ghaftly  deathful  nights  amaze, 

When  Rome  wept  tears  of  blood  in  Scylla's  days ; 

More  horrid  deeds  Ulyffes'  towers  beheld : 

Each  ci-uel  breaft  where  rankling  envy  fwell'd, 

Accufed  his  foe  as  minion  of  the  queen  -, 

Accufed,  and  murder  clofed  the  dreary  fcene. 

All  holy  ties  the  frantic  tranfport  braved. 

Nor  facred  priefthood  nor  the  altar  faved. 

Thrown  from  a  tower,  like  Heftor's  fon  of  yore. 

The  mitred  ^  head  was  dafh'd  with  brains  and  gore. 

Ghaftly  with  fcenes  of  death,  and  mangled  limbs. 

And  black  with  clotted  blood  each  pavement  fwims. 

With  all  the  fiercenefs  of  the  female  ire, 
When  rage  and  grief  to  tear  the  breaft  confpire, 


^  The  mitred  bead, Don  Alartin,  bi-  him,   as  of    the  queen's  party.    He  \va^ 

fiiop  of  Lifbon,    a  man  of  an  exemplary  thrown  from  the  tower  of  his  own  cathe-> 

life.    He  was  by  birth  a  Caftilian»  which  dral,  whither  he  had  fled  to  avoid  the  po- 

was  efteemcd  a  fufficient  reafon  to  murder  pular  fur)'. 
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The  queen  beheld  her  power,  her  honours  *  loft. 
And  ever  when  fhe  flept  th'  sdulterer's  ghoft, 
All  pale,   and  pointing  at  his  bloody  ftifoud,, 
Seem'd  ever  for  revenge  to  A:ream  aloud. 


BWQK  IV- 


Cafteel's  proud  monarch  to  the  nuptial  bed 
In  happier  days  her  royal  daughter  led. 
To  him  the  furious  queen  for  vengeance  cries^ 
Implores  to  vindicate  his  lawful  prize. 


^  TJbe  fueen  beheld  her  ponntTy  her  honours 
loft — Poflcflcd  of  great  beauty  and  great 
abilities^  this  bad  woman  was  a  difgrace  to 
her  feXy  and  a  curfe  to  the  age  and  country 
which  gave  her  birth.  Her  fiAer,  Donna 
Maria,  a  lady  of  unblemiflied  virtue,  had 
been  fecretly  married  to  the  infant  Don 
Juan,  the  king*s  brother,  who  was  paffion- 
ately  attached  to  her.  Donna  Maria  had 
formerly  endeavoured  to  diffuade  her  fider 
from  the  adulterous  marriage  with  the 
king.  In  revenge  of  this,  the  queen  Leo- 
nora perfuaded  Don  Juan  that  her  fifter  was 
unfaithful  to  his  bed.  The  enraged  huf- 
band  hailed  to  his  wife,  and  without  en- 
quiry or  expoftnlation,  fays  Mar j ana ^  dif- 
patched  her  with  two  llrokes  of  his  dagger. 
He  was  afterwards  convinced  of  her  inno- 
cence. Having  facrificed  her  honour  and 
her  firft  hufband  to  a  king,  fays  Faria^ 
Leonora  foon  facrificed  that  king  to  a 
wicked  gallant,  a  Caililian  nobleman, 
named  Don  'Juan  Fernandes:  de  Andeyro* 
An  unjuft  war  with  Caftile^  wherein  the 
the  Portuguefe  were  defeated  by  fea  and 
land,  wss  the  firft  fruits  of  the  policy  of. 
the  new  favourite.  Andcyro  one  day  being 
in  a  great  fweat  by  fome  military  exercife, 
the  queen  tore  her  veil,  and  publicly  gave 
it  him  to  wipe  his  face.  The  grand  mailer 
of  Anj'ts^  the  king's  bailard  brother,  after- 
wards John  L  and  fome  others,  expoilu- 
lated  with  her  on  the  indecency  of  this  be- 
haviour. She  difTiimbled  her  refentment, 
but  fuon  after  the/  were  fcized  ainl  commit* 


ted  to  the  ctftle  of  B^ora^  wlierea  fbifei 
order  for  their  execution  was  fent ;  but  the 
governor  fuTpoMng  fome  fraud,  Jhei«ed.k 
to  the  king.  Yet  fuch  was  her  afcendency 
ever  Fernanda,  thsit  thoagh  coRvincod  of 
her  guilt,  he  ordered  his  brother  to  kifs  , 
the  queen's  hand«  and  thank  her  fbr  his 
life.  Soon  after  Fernando  died,  but  not 
till  he  was  folly  convinced  of  the  queen's 
conjugal  infidelity,  and  had  given  an  order 
for  the  a/Failination  of  the  gallant.  Not 
long  after  the  death  of  the  king;,  the  favou- 
rite Andeyro  was  ilabbed  in  the  palace  by 
the  grand  mailer  of  A'visy  and  Don  Ruy  de 
Fereyra,  The  queen  expreifed  all  the  tran- 
fport  of  grief  and  rage,  and  declared  (he 
would  undergo  the  trial  ordeal  in  vindica- 
tion of  his  and  her  innocence. .  But  this 
fhe  never  performed  :  in  her  vows  of  re- 
venge, however,  (he  was  more  pundual. 
Don  Juan  king  of  Cailile,  who  had  mar- 
ried her  only  ^ughter  and  heirefs,  at  her 
earneft  entreaties  invaded  Portugal,  and  was 
proclaimed  king.  Don  John,  grand  mailer 
of  A^isy  was  proclaimed  by  the  people 
protedlor  and  regent.  A  defperate  war  en- 
fued.  Queen  Leonora,  treated  with  indif- 
ference by  her  daughter  and  fon-in-law, 
refolved  on  the  murder  of  the  latter,  but 
the  plot  was  difcovcred,  and  (he  was  (cnt 
prifoner  to  Caflile.  The  regent  was  be- 
fieged  in  Liibon,  and  the  city  reduced  to  the 
utmoil  extremities,  when  an  epidemical  dif- 
temper  broke  out  in  the  Caililian  army,  and 
made  fuch  devallation  that  the  king   fud- 

denly 


Book  IV". 


THE        LUSIAD. 


ir+9 


The  Lufian  feeptre,  his  by  fpo^ial  right  y 
The  proud  Caftilian  arms  and  darteS^  the  fi^t 
To  join  his  ftandard  as  it  waves  along, 
The  warlike  troops  from  various  regidns  throng : 
Thofe  who  poffijfs  the  lands  by  Roddck  ^  given, 
What  time  the  Moor  from  Turia's  banks  was  driven ; 
That  race  who  joyful  fmile  at  war's  alarms,. 
And  fcorn  each  danger  that  attends  on  arms ; 


denly  raifed  the  Tiege,  and  abandoned  his 
views  in  Portugal.  The  happy  inhabitants 
afcribed  their  deliverance  to  the  valour  and 
vigilance  of  the  regent.  The  regent  re- 
proved their  ardour,  exhorted  them  to  re- 
pair to  their  churches,  and  return  thankn 
to  God,  to  whofe  interpofition  he  folely 
afcribed  their  fafety.  This  behaviour  in- 
creafed  the  admiration  of  the  people,  the 
nobility  of  the  firft  rank  joined  the  regent's 
party*  and  many  garrifons  in  tile  interell  of 
the  icing  of  Caftile  opened  their  gates  to 
him.  An  aflembly  of  the  Hates  met  at 
Coimbra,  where  it  was  propofed  to  inveft 
the  regent  with  the  regal  dignity.  This 
he  pretended  to  decline.  Don  John,  fon 
^of  Pedro  the  Juft,  and  the  beautiful  Inez 
de  Caftro,  was  by  the  people  eftcemed  their 
lawful  fovereign,  but  was,  and  had  been 
Ion?  detained  a  prifoner  by  the  king  'of 
Caitile.  If  the  dates  would  declare  the 
infant  Don  John  their  king,  the  regent 
profefTed  his  willingnefs  to  fwear  allegiance 
to  him,  that  he  would  continue  to  expofe 
himfelf  to  every  danger,  and  a^  as  regent, 
till  providence  reflored  to  Portugal  her  law- 
ful fovereign.  The  ftates  however  faw  the 
neceffity  that  the  nation  Ihould  have  an 
head.  The  regent  wasimanimoufly  eieded 
king,  and  fome  articles  in  favour  of  liberty 
were  added  to  thofe  agreed  upon  at  the 
coronation  of  Don  Alonx&  Enriquez^  the 
firft  king  of  Portugal. 

Don  John  I.  one  of  the  greateft  of  the 
Portuguefe  monarchs,  was  the  natural  fon 


of  Pedro  the  Juft,  by  Donna  Tere/a  Lorenxa^ 
a  Galician  lady,  and  bom  fbme  years  after 
the  death  of  Inez.  At  feven  years  of  age 
he  was  made  grand  mafter  of  Anju^  where 
he  received  an  excellent  education,  which 
joined  to  his  great  parts^  produced  him 
early  on  the  political  theatre.  He  was  a 
brave  commander,  and  a  deep  politician! 
yet  never  forfeited  the  chara6ler  of  candour 
and  honour.  To  be  humble  to  his  friends, 
and  haughty  to  his  enemies,  was  his  leading 
maxim.  His  prudence  gained  him  the  con- 
fidence of  the  wife,  his  fteadinefs  and  gfa- 
titude  the  friendftiip  of  the  brave ;  his  li- 
berality the*  bulk  of  the  people.  He  was  in 
the  twenty- feven th  year  of  his  age  when 
declared  prbte6lor,  and  in  the  twenty-eighth 
when  proclaimed  king. 

The  following  anecdote  is  much  to  the 
honour  of  this  prince  when  regent.  A  Caf- 
tilian  officer  having  fix  Portugnefe  gentle- 
men prifoners,  cut  off  their  nofes  and  hands, 
and  lent  them  to  Don  John.  Highly  in* 
cenfed,  the  protedtor  commanded  fix  Caf- 
tilian  gentlemen  to  be  treated  in  the  fame 
manner.  But  before  the  .oHicer,  to  whom 
he  gave  the  orders,  had  quitted  the  room» 
he  relented.  **  I  have  given  enough  to 
"  refentment,  faid  he,  in  giving  fuch  a 
**  command.  It  were  infamous  to  put  it 
'<  in  execution.  See  that  the  Caftilian  pri- 
*  *  foners  receive  n  o  harm .  *  ^ 

J  by  Rodrick  given  — The  celebrated 

hero^of  Corneille's  tragedy  of  the  Cid. 

Whofe 
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Whofe  crooked  plough  fhares  Leon's  uplands  tear. 
Now  cafed  in  fteel  in  glittering  arms  appear, 
Thofe  arms  erewhile  fo  dreadful  to  the  Moor: 
The  Vandals  glorying  in  their  might  of  yore 
March  on ;  their  helms  and  moving  lances  gleam 
Along  the  flowery  vales  of  Betis'  flream : 
Nor  (laid  the  Tyrian  iflanders  behind, 
On  whofe  proud  enfigns  floating  on  the  ^  wind 
Alcides'  pillars  tower'd  :  Nor  wonted  fear 
Withheld  the  bafc  Galician's  fordid  fpear  ^ 
Though  ftill  his  crimfon  feamy  fears  reveal 
The  fure-aim'd  vengeance  of  the  Lufian  fleel. 
Where  tumbling  down  Cuenca's  mountain  fide 
The  murmuring  Tagus  rolls  his  foamy  tide. 
Along  Toledo's  lawns,  the  pride  of  Spain, 
Toledo's  warriors  join  the  martial  train : 
Nor  lefe  the  furious  luft  of  war  inlpires 
The  Bifcayneer,  and  wakes  his  barbarous  fires, 
Which  ever  burn  for  vengeance,  if  the  tongue 
Of  haplefs  fl:ranger  give  the  fancy'd  wrong. 
Nor  bold  Afturia,  nor  Guifpufcoa's  ftiore, 
Famed  for  their  fteely  wealth,  and  iron  ore, 
Delay'd  their  vaunting  fquadrons;  o'er  the  dales 
Cafed  in  their  native  fteel,  and  belted  mails, 

^  Cadiz ;  of  old  a  Phoenician  colony. 

Blue 
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Blue  gleaming  from  afar  they  march  along, 
And  join  with  many  a  fpear  the  warlike  throng. 
And  thus,  wide  fweeping  o'er  the  trembling  coaft, 
The  proud  Caftilian  leads  his  numerous  hoft ; 
The  valiant  John  for  brave  defence  prepares. 
And  in  himfelf  coUefted  greatly  dares  r 
For  fuch  high  valour  in  his  bofom  glow'd, 
As  Samfon's  locks  by  miracle  beftow'd : 
Safe  in  himfelf  refolved  the  hero  ftands, 
Yet  calls  the  leaders  of  his  anxious  bands  : 
The  council  fummon'd,  fome  with  prudent  mieny 
And  words  of  grave  advice  their  terrors  fcreen,. 
By  floth  debafed,  no  more  the  ancient  fire 
Of  patriot  loyalty  can  now  infpire  j: 
And  each  pale  lip  feem'd  opening  to  declare* 
For  tame  fubmiffion,  and  to  fliun  the  war  5 
When  glorious  Nunio,  ftarting  from  his  feat. 
Claimed  every  eye,  and  clofed  the  cold  debate  i 
Singling  his  brothers  from  the  daftard  train. 
His  rowling  looks,  that  flafh'd  with  ftem  difdain^ 
On  them  he  fixt,  then  fnatch'd  his  hilt  in  ire, 
While  his  bold  fpeech  bewray'd  the  foldier's  fire,. 
Bold  and  unpolifh*d ;  while  his  burning  «  eyes 
Seem'd  as  he  dared  the  ocean,  earth,  and  Ikies^ 

t  This  fpeech  in  the  original  has  been  it  is  hoped,  will  perceive  that  the  Tranfla- 
jBUch  admired  by  the  foreign  critics^  as  a.  tor  has  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  cha»- 
model  of  military  clo<iaencc.    The  critic,       radler  of  the  Speaker. 

Heavens  t 
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Heavens !  fhall  the  Lufian  nobles  tamely  yield  1 
Oh  fhame  !  and  yield  untry'd  the  martial  field  ! 
That  land  whofe  genius,  as  the  God  of  war. 
Was  own'd,  where'er  approach'd  her  thundering  car ; 
Shall  now  her  fons  their  faith,  their  love  deny. 
And,  while  their  country  finks,  ignobly  fly  1 
Ye  timorous  herd,  are  you  the  genuine  line 
Of  thofe  illuftrious  fhades,  whofe  rage  divine. 
Beneath  great  Henry's  ftandards  awed  the  foe. 
For  whom  you  tremble  and  would  ftoop  {6  low ! 
That  foe,  who,  boaftful  now,  then  bafely  fled. 
When  your  undaunted  fires  the  hero  led. 
When  feven  bold  Earls  in  chains  the  fpoil  adom'd. 
And  proud  Cafteel  through  all  her  kindreds  mourn'd, 
Cafteel,  your  awful  dread -^-^  yet,  confcious,  fay. 
When  Diniz  reign'd,  when  his  bold  fon  bore  fway. 
By  whom  were  trodden  down  the  braveft  bands 
That  ever  march'd  from  proud  Caftilia's  lands  ? 
'Twas  your  brave  fires  —  and  has  one  languid  reign 
Fix'd  in  your  tainted  fouls  fo  deep  a  ftain. 
That  now  degenerate  from  your  noble  fires. 
The  laft  dim  fpark  of  Lufian  flame  expires  ? 
Though  weak  Fernando  reign'd  in  war  unfkill'd, 
A  godlike  king  now  calls  you  to  the  field*  ' 
Oh  !  could  like  his  your  mounting  valour  glow. 
Vain  were  the  threatnings  of  the  vaunting  foe. 

Not 
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Not  proud  Cafteel,  oft  By  your  fires  overthrown, 
But  every  land  your  dauhtlefs  rage  ftiould  own. 
Still  if  your  hands  benumb'd  by  female  fear, 
Shun  the  bold  war,  hark  !  on  my  fwbrd  I  fwear, 
Myfelf  alone  the  dreadful  war  fha;ll  wage. 
Mine  be  the  fight  —  and  trembfing  with  the  rage 
Of  valorous  fire,  his  hand  half-dr|wn  difplay'd 

The  awful  terror  of  his  (hining  blade - 

I  and  my  vaflals  dare  the  dreadful  (hock; 

My  fhoulders  never  to  a  foreign*  yoke 

Shall  bend  ;  and  by  my  Sovereign's  wrath  I  vow, 

And  by  that  loyal  faith  renounced,  by  you, 

My  native  land  unconcjuer'd  fhall  remain. 

And  all  my  Monarch's  foes  (hall  heap  the  plain. 

The  hero  paufed  —  'Twas  thus  the  youth  of  Rome, 
The  trembling  few  who  Tcaped  the  bloody  doom 
That  dy'd  with  flaughter  Cannae's  purple  field, 
Aflembled  flood,  and  bow'd  their  necks  to  yield ; 
When  nobly  rifing  with  a  like  difdain 
The  young  Cornelius  raged,  nor  raged  in  ^  vain  : 

^  This  was  the  famous  P.  Cohi.  Scipio'  and  drawing  hi«  fword;  faid,  I /wear  that 

Africanus.     The  faft,  (bpewhat  diffiirently  /  'will  riot  defert  the  Commori'wealth  of  Rome ^ 

related  by  Livy,  is  this.     After  the  defeat  nor  fvffer  any  other  citiscen  to  do  it.     The 

at  Cannae,  a  con (iderable  body  of  Romans  fame  oath  I  require  of  you^  Cacilius^  and  of 

fled  toCanufium,  and  appointed  Scipio  and  all  prefent  \  njuhoeijer  refines ^  let  him  kno-w 

Ap.   Claudius   their   commattders.     Whilfc  that  this  fword  is  draivn  againft  him.  The 

they  remained  there,  it  was  told   Scipio,  Hiilorian  adds,  that  they  were  as  terrified  by 

that  fome  of  his  chief  officers,  at  the  head  this,  as  if  they  had  beheld  the  face  of  their 

ef  whom  was  Caecilius  Metellus,  were  taking  conqueror  Hannibal.     They  all  fwore,  and 

meafures  to  tranfport  themfelves  out  of  Italy.  fubmitted  themfelvcs  to  Scipio.     Vid.  Liv. 

He  went  immediately  to  their  affembly;  B.  22.  C,  53. 

X  On 
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On  his  dread  fword  his  daunted  peers  he  fwore, 
(The  reeking  blade  yet  black  with  Punic  gore) 
While  life  remain'd  their  arms  for  Rome  ta  wield^ 
And  but  with  life  their  conquered  arms  to  yield. 
Such  martial  rage  brave  Nunio's  mien  infpired ; 
Fear  was  no  more :  with  rapturous  ardour  fired. 
To  horfe,  to  horfe,  the  gallant  Lufians  cry'd ; 
Rattled  the  belted  mails  on  ev^ry  fide,. 
The  fpear-ftafF  trembled ;  round  their  heads  they  waved 
Their  fhining  faulchions,  and  in  tranfport  raved. 
The  King  our  guardian — loud  their  (houts  rebound. 
And  the  fierce  commons  ecchoe  back  the  found. 
The  mails  that  long  in  rufting  peace  had  hung, 
Now  on  the  hammer'd  anvils  hoarfely  rung  i 
Some  foft  with  wool  the  plumy  helmets  line. 
And  fome  the  breaft-plate's  fcaly  belts  entwine  t- 
The  gaudy  mantles  fome,  and  fcarfs  prepare. 
Where  various  lightfome  colours  gaily  flare ; 
And  golden  tiffue,  with  the  warp  en  wove, 
Difplays  the  emblems  of  their  youthful  love. 

« 
The  valiant  John,  begirt  with  warlike  ftate. 

Now  leads  his  bands  from  fair  Abrantes'  gate ; 

Whofe  lawns  of  green  the  infant  Tagus  laves. 

As  from  his  Ipring  he  rolls  his  cooly  waves. 

The 
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The  daring  van  in  Nunio's  care  could  boafl 
A  general  worthy  of  th'  unnumber'd  hoft, 
Whofe  gaudy  banners  trembling  Greece  defy'd, 
When  boaftful  Xerxes  lafh'd  the  Seftian  tide : 
Nunio,  to  proud  Cafteel  as  dread  a  name, 
As  erft  to  Gaul  and  Italy  the  fame 
Of  Attila's  impending  rage.     The  right 
Brave  Roderic  led,  a  Chieftain  train'd  in  fight : 
Before  the  left  the  bold  Almada  rode. 
And  proudly  waving  o'er  the  center  nod 
The  royal  enfigns,  glittering  from  afar, 
Where  godlike  John  infpires  and  leads  the  war. 

*Twas  now  the  time,  when  from  the  ftubbly  plain 
The  labouring  hinds  had  borne  the  yellow  grain ; 
The  purple  vintage  heapt  the  foamy  tun. 
And  fierce  and  red  the  fun  of  Auguft  fhone  j 
When  from  the  gate  the  fquadrons  march  along : 
Crowds  preft  on  crowds^  the  walls  and  ramparts  throng : 
Here  the  fad  mother  rends  her  hoary  hair. 
While  hope's  fond  whifpers  ftrugglc  with  defpair : 
The  weeping  fpoufe  to  heaven  extends  her  harids : 
And  cold  with  dread  the  modeft  virgin  ftands. 
Her  earneft  eyes,  fufFufed  with  trembling  dew. 
Far  o'er  the  plain  the  .plighted  youth  purfue  : 

X  2  And 


158  THE        L    U    S    I    A    D.  .Book  IV- 

And  prayers  and  tears  and  all  the  female  wail, 
And  holy  vows  the  throne  of  heaven  aflail. 

Now  each  ftern  hoft  full  front  to  front  appears, 
And  one  joint  fhout  heaven's  airy  concave  tears  : 
A  dreadful  paufe  enfues,  while  confcious  pride 
Strives  on  each  face  the  heart-felt  doubt  to  hide. 
Now  wild  and  pale  the  boldeft  face  is  feen ; 
With  mouth  half  open  and  difordered  mien 
Each  warrior,  feels  his  creeping  blood  to  freeze, 
And  languid  weaknefs  trembles  in  the  knees. 
And  now  the  clangor  of  the  trumpet  founds, 
And -the  rough  rattling  of  the  drum  rebounds  : 
The  fife's  flirill  whittling  cuts  the  gale,  on  high 
The  flourifh'd  enfigns  fliine  with  many  a  dye 
Of  blazing  fplendor :  o'er  the  ground  they  wheel 
And  chufe  their  footing,  when  the  proud  Cafteel 
Bids  found  the  horrid  charge ;  loud  burfts  the  found. 
And  loud  Artabro's  rocky  cliffs  rebound: 
The  thundering  roar  rolls  round  on  eveiy  fide. 
And  trembling  finks  Guidana's  rapid  tide; 
The  flow-paced  Durius  ruflies  o'er  the  plain, 
And  fearful  Tagus  haftcns  to  the  main  : 
Such  was  the  tempeft  of  the  dread  alarms. 
The  babes  that  prattled  in  their  nurfes'  arms 

Shriek'd 
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Shriek'd  at  the  found ;  with  fudden  cold  impreft. 
The  mothers  ftrain'd  their  infants  to  the  brcaft. 
And  (hook  with  horror  —  now,  far  round,  begin 
The  bow  firings  whizzing,  and  the  brazen  ^  din 
Of  arms  on  armour  rattling ;  either  van 
Are  mingled  now,  and  man  oppofed  to  man : 
To  guard  his  native  fields  the  one  infpires. 
And  one  the  raging  luft  of  conqueft  fires  : 
Now  with  fixt  teeth,  their  writhing  lips  of  blue. 
Their  eye-balls  glaring  of  the  purple  hue. 
Each  arm  flxains  fwifteft  to  impell  the  blow  j 
Nor  wounds  they  value  now,  nor  fear  they  know. 
Their  only  paffion  to  offend  the  foe. 
In  might  and  fuiy,  like  the  warrior  God, 
Before  his  troops  the  glorious  Nunio  rode : 
That  land,  the  proud  invaders  claim'd,  he  fows 
With  their  fpilt  blood,  and  with  their  corfes  fiirews ; 
Their  forceful  volleys  now  the  crofs  bows  pour, 
The  clouds  arejdarken'd  with  the  arrowy  fhower  j 
The  white  foam  reeking  o'er  their  wavy  mane,  - 
The  fhorting  courfers  rage  and  paw  the  plain  j 


^  Homer  and  Virgil  have,  with  great  art.  The  circamfbuice»  preparatory  to  the  en- 

gradually  heightened  the  fury  of  every  bat-  gagement  are  happily  imagined,  and  fo- 

tle»  till  the  1^  efforts  of  their  ^eniiu  were  kmnly  conducted,  and  the  fury  of  the  com- 

lavifhed  in  defcribing  the  fupenor  prowefi  bat  is  fnpported  with  a  poetical  heat,  and  a 

of  the  Hero  in  the  decifive  engagement.  variety  of  imagery,  which,  one  need  not . 

Camoens,  in  like  manner,  has  bellowed  his  hcfitate  to^  affirm»  would  do  honoir  to  an 

tttmoft  attention  on  this  his  principal  battle.  ancient  daiic. 

Beat 
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Beat  by  their  iron  hoofs,  the  plain  rebounds. 
As  diftant  thunder  through  the  mountains  founds  : 
The  ponderous  fpcars  crafti,  fplintering  far  around ; 
The  horfe  and  horfemcn  flounder  on  the  ground ; 
The  ground  groans  with  the  fudden  weight  oppreft. 
And  many  a  buckler  rings  on  many  a  creft. 
Where  wide  around  the  raging  Nunio's  fword 
With  furious  fway  the  braveft  fquadrons  gored. 
The  raging  foes  in  clofer  ranks  advance, 
And  his  own  brothers  (hake  the  hoftile  '  lance. 
Oh  I  horrid  fight !  yet  not  the  ties  of  blood. 
Nor  yearning  memory  his  rage  wkhflood  j 


^  And  his  9nuH  hrotbtrs  fiakt  the  h$JHk 
land — ^The  jufl  indication  with  which  Ca- 
moens  treats  the  kindred  of  the  brave  Nunio 
Al'varo  di  Pereyra^  is  condemned  by  the 
French  Tranflaton  <*  Dam  U  fond,  fiiys 
he^  Its  Pereyras  ne  nuritoient  aucunt  JUtrif* 
/urty  Sec. — ^Thc  Percyras  deferve  no  ftaui 
on  their  memory  for  joining  the  king  of 
Caftile,  whofe  title  to  the  crown  of  Portugal 
was  infinitely  more  jufl  and  folid  thm  mat 
of  Don  John."  Cailera»  however,  is  grofsly 
miflaken.  Don  JImz9  EnrtMuic^  the  Mt 
king  of  Portugal,  was  elefled  by  the  peo- 
ple, who  had  recovered  their  liberties  at  th« 
glorious  battle  of  Ourique.  At  the  eledion 
the  conftitution  of  the  Kingdom  was  fettled 
in  eighteen  (hort  flatutes,  wherein  it  is  ex- 
prefsTy  provided,  that  none  but  a  Portuguefe 
can  be  king  of  Portugal ;  that  if  an  In- 
^ta  marry  a  foreign  Prince,  he  (hall  not^ 
in  her  rieht,  become  king  of  Portugal,  and 
a  new  eledion  of  a  king,  in  ca(e  of  the 
failure  of  the  male  line,  is  by  theie  ftatiites 
fuppofed  legal.  By  the  treaty  of  marriage 
between  the  king  of  Caftile  and  Donna 
Beatrix,  the  heirefs  of  Fernando  of  Portu- 
gal, it  Was  agreed,  that  only  their  childrm 


fhoold  focceed  to  the  Portuguese  crowit; 
and  that,  in  cafe  the  throne  became  vacant 
ere  fuch  children  were  bom,  the  queen- 
dowager  Leonora  Ihould  govern  with  the 
tkle  df  Re^t.  Thus,  neither  by  the  oA* 
ginal  conftitution,  nor  the  treaty  of  mar* 
riage,  could  the  kbg  of  CafUie  focceed  tt> 
the  throne  of  Portugal.  And  any  pretence 
he  might  found  on  the  nuuriage  contrad  was 
alrea^  forfeited ;  for  he  caufed  himfhlf  and 
his  queen  to  be  proclaimed,  added  Portugal  to 
hb  titles,  coined  Portuguefe  money  wiSi  hit 
bufl,  depofed  the  <|ueen  Regent,  and  after- 
wards feat  her  pnfoner  to  Caftile.  The 
lawful  heir,  Don  Juan,  the  fon  of  Inez  de 
Caftro,  was  kept  in  prifon  by  his  rmk  the 
king  of  Caftile  ;  and  as  before  obferved,  a 
new  election  was,  by  the  original  flatntes» 
fuppofed  legal  in  cafes  of  emereency. 
Tnefe  fads>  added  to  the  confideration  of 
the  tyrannvof  the  kine  of  Caflile,  and  the 
great  fervices  Don  John  had  rendered  }6m 
cootitry,  upon  whom  its  exiflbice,  as  a 
kmgdom,  depended,  fully  vindicate  the  in- 
dignation of  Camoens  againft  the  ttaiteroua 
Pereyras* 


With 
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With  proud  dildain  his  houeft  eyes  behold 
.  Who  e*er  the  traytor,  who  his  king  has  fold. 

Nor  want  there  others  in  the  hoftile  band 
^  Who  draw  their  fwords  againft  their  native  land  ; 

And  headlong  driven,  by  impious  rage  accurft. 

In  rank  were  foremoft,  and  in  fight  the  firftg 

So  fons  and  fathers,  by  each  other  (lain, 

With  horrid  (laughter  dyed  Phariklia's  plain. 

Ye  dreary  ghofts,  who  now  for  treafons  foul, 

Amidft  the  gloom  of  Stygian  darknefs  howl ; 

Thou  Cataline,  and,  ftem  Scrtorius,  tcU 

Your  brother  (hades,  and  ibothe  the  pains  of  hell> 

With  triumph  teE  them,  fame  of  Lufian  race 

Like  you  have  eam'd  the  Traytor's  foul  dr%race. 

As  waves  on  waves,  the  foes  encrcafing  weight 
Bears  down,  our  foremoft  i aoiks  and  (hakes  the  fight ; 
Yet  firm  and  undifmay'd  great  Numo  ftands. 
And  braves  the  tmnult  of  (urrounding  bands. 
So,  from  high  Ceuta's  rocky  mountaoins  ftray'd,, 
The  ranging  Lion  bravea  the  (hepherd's  (hade ; 
The  fhepherds  haftening  o'er  the  Tetttan  plain. 
With  (houts  furround  him,  and  with  fpears  reftrain : 
He  ftops,  with  grinning  teeth  his  breath  he  draws, 
Nor  is  it  fear,  but  rage,  that  makes  hiip  paufe  5 

His 
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His  threatening  eyeballs  bum  with  fparkling  fire. 
And  his  ftem  heart  forbids  him  to  retire :  . 

Amidfi:  the  thicknefs  of  the  fpears  he  flings. 
So  midft  his  foes^  the  furious  Nunio  fprings  i    '.        . 
The  Lufian  grafs  with  foreigo  gore  diftain!d, 
Difplays  the  carnage  of  the  hero's  hand. 

"  An  ample  fhield  the  brave  Giraldo  bore,  '  -   .    ' 

"  Which  from  the  vanquifti'd  Perez'  arm'  he  tore ;  ^ 
"  Pierced  through  that  fhield,  cold  death  invades  his  eye, 
"  And  dying  Perez  faw  his  Viftor  die. 
"  Edward  and  Pedro  emulous  of  fame, 
"  The  fame  their  friendfhip,  and  their  youth  the  fame, 
"  Through  the  fierce  Brigians  hew'd  their  bloody  "  way, 
"  Till  in  a  cold  embrace  the  ftriplings  lay. 
"  Lopez  and  Vincent  rufh'd  on  glorious  death, 
"  And  midft  their  flaughtered  foes  refign'd  their  breath. 
**  Alonzo  glorying  in  his  youthful  might 
"  Spur'd  his  fierce  courfer  through  the  ftaggcring  fight : 
"  Shower'd  from  the  dafhing  hoofs  the  fpatter'd  gore 
"  Flies  round ;  but  foon  the  Rider  vaunts  no  more : 
"  Five  Spanifh  fwords  the  murmuring  ghofts  atone,' 
"  Of  five  Caftilians  by  his  arm  overthrown. 


"  Tbrtmgb  the  fierce  Brigians The       the  Monkiih  &biiliils  call  the  grandfon  of 

CafHlians,  fo  ca:Ied  from  one  of  their  an-        Noah, 
.cient  kings,  named  Brix,  orBrigus,  whom 

Transfix'd 


CC 
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^^  Transfixt  with  three  Iberian  fpears,  the  gay, 
^^  The  knightly  lover  young  Hilairio  lay : 

Though,  like  a  rofe,  cut  off  in  opening  bloom, 

The  Hero  weeps  not  for  his  early  doom  j 

Yet  trembling  in  his  fwimming  eye  appears 

The  pearly  drop,  while  his  pale  cheek  he  rears, 
"  To  call  his  loved  Antohid's  name  he  tries, 
."  The  name  half  utter'd,  down  he  firiks,  and  "  dies/' 

Now  through  his  fhatter'd  ranks  the  Monarch  ftrode, 
And  now  before  his  rally 'd  fquadrons  rode  : 
Brave  Nunio's  danger  from  afar  he  fpies. 
And  inftant  to  his  aid  impetuous  flies. 
So  when  returning  from  the  plunder'd  folds. 
The  Lionefs  her  emptied  den  beholds, 
Enraged  fhe  ftands,  and  liftening  to  the  gale, 
Sh6  hears  her  whelps  low  howling  in  the  vale ; 
The  living  fparkles  flafhing  from  her  eyes. 
To  the  MaffyHan  fhepherd-tents  fhe  "*  flies  s 
She  groans,  flie  roars,  and  ecchoing  far  around 
The  feven  twin-mountains  tremble  at  the  found  c 


^  Thefe  lines  marked  in  ^ic  tejct  with  gil,  was  wUHng  to  prercrve  them  with  this 
turned  commas,  arc  not  in  the  common  acknowledgement ;  in  thi^  he  he  has  fol- 
ctlitions  of  Camoens.  They  confifl  of  three  lowed  the  example  of  Caftera. 
ftanzas  in  the  Portuguefe,  and  are  faid-to  *>  MafTylia,  a  province  in  Numidia,  great- 
have  been  left  out  by  the  author  himfelf  in  ly  infefted  with  lions,  -particularly  that  part 
his  fecond  edition.  The  traiWIator,  how-  of  it  called  Os  fete  monies  irmaosy  riie-fcvea 
ever,  as  they  breathe  the  true  fpirit  of  Vir^  brother  mountains. 

y  Sd 


164 


THE        LUSIAD. 


BqoicIV# 


So  raged  the  king,  and  with  a  chofen  train 
He  pours  refiftlefs  o'er  the  heaps  of  flain,- 
Oh  bold  companions  of  my  toils,  he  cries,. 
Our  dear-loved  freedMn  on  our  lances  lies ; 
Behold  your  friend,  your  Monarch  leads  the  way> 
And  dares  the  thickeft  of  the- iron  fray. 
Say,  fhall  the  Lufian  race  forfake  their  king. 
Where  fpears  environ^  and  where,  javelins  fmg  ! 

He  fpoke;  then  four  times  round  his  head  he  whirl'd? 
His  ponderous  fpear,  and  midft  the  foremofl:  hurl'ds 
Deep  through  the  ranks  the  forceful  weapon  paft.. 
And  many  a  gafping  warrior  figh'd  his  '  laft*. 


P  And  many  a  gafping  'warrior  figh^ d  bis 
laft This,  which  is  almoft  literal  from 

Muitos  Un^araB  0  ultimo  fufptro 

and  the  preceding  circumftance  of  Don 
John's  brandifhing  his  lance  four  times 

E  fipe/ando  a  Ian  fa  quatro  *vezes 

are  poetical,  and  in  the  fpirit  of  Homer. 
They  are  omitted,  however,  by  Caftera, 
who  fubflitutes  the  following  in  their 
place,  •*  //  dlt^  et  d*un  bras,  &c.  —  He 
faid,  and  with  an  arm  whofe  blows  are 
inevitable,  he  threw  his  javelin  againft  tht 
fierce  Maldonat.  Death  and  the  weapon 
went  together.  Maldonat  fell,  pierced  with 
a  large  wound,  and  his  horfe  tumbled  over 
him.'*  Befides  Maldonat,  Caftera  has,  in 
this  battle,  introduced  feveral  other  names 
which  have  no  place  in  Camoens.  Carrillo> 
Robledo>  John  of  Lorca,  Salazar  of  Seville 
were  killed,  he  tells  us :  And,  "  Ve- 
iafques  and  Sanches,  natives  of  Toledo, 
Galbes,  fumamed  the  Soldier  wit|^oot  Fear, 
Montanches,   Oropefa,    and   Mondonedo, 


all  fix  of  proved  valour,  fell  by  thfe  hand  of^ 
young  Antony,  qui  portt  dans  U  combat  om 
plus  d*adrejfi  ou  plus  de  bonheur  qu*eux^   who^; 
brought  to  the  fight  either  more  addrefs  or 
better  fortune  than  thefe."    Not  a  word  of 
this  is  in  the  Portuguefe. 

Tlie  fate  of  anomer  hero  (hall  conclude  the 
fjpccimens  of  the  manner  of  Caflera.  The 
following  is  literally  tranflated  :  **  Guevar» 
a  vain  man,  nouriflied  in  indolence,  ftained 
his  arms  and  face  with  the  blood  of  tdie 
dead  whom  he  found  ftretched  on  the  duft^ 
Under  the  cover  of  this  frivolous  impofture/ 
he  pretended  to  pafs  himfelf  for  a  formid- 
able warrior.  He  publifhed,  with  a  high 
voice,  the  number  of  the  enemies  he  had 
thrown  to  the  ground.  Don  Pedro  inter- 
rupted him  with  a  blow  of  his  fabre  r  Guevar 
loft  his  life ;  his  head,  full  of  the  fumes  of 
a  ridiculous  pride,  bounded  far  away^  from 
his  body,  which  remained  defiled  with  its 
own  blood  ;  a  juib  and  terrible  punifiiment 
for  the  lies  he  had  told."  It  is  almoft  un- 
neceflary  to  add,  that  there  is  not  one  word 
of  this^in  the  original., 

With 
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With  noble  Ihame  infpired,  and  mounting  rage. 
His  bands  rufh  on,  and  foot  to  foot  engage ; 
Thick  burfting  fparkles  from  the  blows  afpire  j 
Such  flafhes  blaze,  their  fwords  feem  dipt  in  '  fire ; 
The  belts  of  ftcel  and  plates  of  brafs  are  riven, 
And  wound  for  wound,  and  death  for  death  is  given.' 

The  firft  in  honour  of  Saint  Jago's  '  band, 
A  naked  ghoft  now  fought  the  gloomy  ftrand  -, 
And  he^  of  Calatrave  the  fovereign  knight. 
Girt  with  whole  troops  his  arm  had  flain  in  fight, 
Defcended  murmuring  to  the  fhades  of  night. 
Blafpheming  heaven,  and  gafh'd  with  many  a  wound 
Brave  Nunio's  rebel  kindred  gnaw'd  the  ground. 
And  curft  their  fate,  and  dy'd^     Ten  thoufands  more 
Who  held  no  title  and  no  office  bore. 
And  namelefs  nobles  who,  promifcvious  fell, 
Appeas'd  that  day  the  foaming  dog  of  hell. 
Now  low  the  proud  Caftilian  ftandard  lies 
Beneath  the  Lufian  flag,  a  vanquifh'd  prize. 
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*l  Their  /words  fie  m  dipt  in  Jtre^-^^^lihis 
^  as  literal  as  the  idiom  of  the  two  lan- 
guages would  allow.  Dry  den  has  a  thought 
hke  that  of  this  couplet,  but  which  is  not 
in  his  original : 
Their  bucklers  clafli ;  thick  blows  defcend  from 

And  flakes  of  fire  from  their  hard  helmets  fly. 

DiiYD.  ViUc.En.XII, 

'  Grand  Matter  of  the  order  of  St,  James, 
named  Don  Pedro  Nunio.  He  was  not 
killed,  however,  in  this  battle,  which  was 


fought  on  the  plains  of  jljuiarota^  but 
in  that  of  Val^verda^  which  immediately 
followed.  The  Reader  may  perhaps  be  fur- 
prifed  to  find,  that  every  foldier  mentioned 
m  thcfe  notes  is  a  Don,  a  Lord,  The  fol- 
lowing piece  of  hiAory  will  account  for  the 
number  of  the  Ponuguefe  nobles.  Don 
Alonzo  ErtriaueZf  Count  of  Portugal,  was 
faluted  king  by  his  army  at  the  battle  of  Ou- 
rique;  in  return,  his  Majefty  dignified  every 
man  in  his  army  with  the  rank  of  nobilit)% 
Vid.  the  9th  ^f  the  Stat,  of  Lamego, 


Y  2 
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With  furious  madnefs  fired,  and  ftern  difdain. 

The  fierce  Iberians,  to  the  fight  again 

Rufh  headlong  5  groans  and  yellings  of  '  defpair 

With  horrid  uproar  rend  the  trembling  air. 

Hot  boils  the  b\ood,  thirft  burns,  and  every,  brealfc 

Pants,  every  limb  v^rith  fainty  vreight  oppreflt 

Slow  now  obeys  the  will's  ftern  ire,  and  flow 

From  every  fword  defcends  the  feeble  blow  j 

Till  rage  grew  languid,  and  tired  flaughter  found 

No  arm  to  combat,  and  no  breaft  to  wound. 

Now  from  the-field  Caftecrs  proud  monarch  *  flies,  . 

In  wild  difmay  he  rowTs  his  maddening  eyes. 

And  leads  the  pale-lipt  flight,  who^  wing'd  with  fear„ 

As  drifted  fmoke  at  diftance  dilappear, 


'  The  laft  cfFbrts  of  rage  and  defp^  aro 
thus  defcribed  in  Pope's  tranflation  of  the 
,  fifth  battle  at  the  (hips.     II.  XV. 

71>ou  wouUfi  have  tbcugkt^Joftirhus  was  tta'rfre. 
No  force  iou!d  tame  tUm,  and  no  toil  auld  ti^e,  j 
jis  if  nexu  vigwr  frcm  nc%vfigLis  they  %Lcn, 
jind  the  /org  Tattle  toss  hut  then  legun. 
Greece  yet  unan^turd  kept  alive  tU  W4r, 
Secure  of  death,  confiding  in  defpair, 
Troy  in  proud  hopes  already  vitiv'd  the  main, 
Bright  tvi'h  the  blaiiet  and  red  ivith  heroes  fiain  ; 
hike  flrcngth  is  fit  from  hcpe  andfrcmdffair, 
jind  each  contends  m  bis  were  all  tht  ivar, 

*  This  tyrant,  whofe  unjuft  pretenfions  to 
the  crown  of  Portugal  laid  his  own  and  that 
kingdom  in  blood,  was  on  his  final  defeat 
overwhelmed  with  all  the  frenzy  of  grief. 
In  the  night  after  the  dccifive  battle  o^  Alju- 
Sarata,  he  fled  upwards  of  thirty  miles  upon 
a  mule.  Don  Laurence^  archbiihop  oi  Braga, 
in  a  letter  written  in  old  Portuguefe  to  Don 
John,  abbot  of  Jlcobaxa,  gives  this  ac- 
cpunt  of  his  behaviour.  *'  O  condejirahre 
H  a  me.farfahctxa  o  rcy  dc  Cajiclla/e  "jicra 


*^aSantar>en  como*h9men  tnjPvaUado^  jqmm 
**  maUezia/eu  *ui*ver,  e  puxa*va  polas  bar^ 
"  Sas  ;  e  a  ho  fe^  bom  amigo^  melbon  que* 
*«  0  faga  ca  mn  fagermolo  nos,  ca  bomen^ 
"  quern  fuas  barboj  arrepela  moo  lanjor  fa^ 
**  ria  das  aJbeas. .  i.  e.  The  conftable  has 
**  informed  me  that  he  faw  the  king  of 
**^  CafUle  at  Santarcn,  who  behaved  as  a 
**  madman,  cuHing  his  exiftence,  and 
**  tearing  the  hairs  o£  his  beard.  And  ia 
•*  good  faith,  my  good  friend,  it  is  better 
**  that  he  (hould  do  fo  to  himfelf  than  to 
**  m;  the  man  who  thus  plucks  his  owa 
*'  -beard,  would  be  much  bitter  pleafed  to 
**  do  P>  to  others."  The  writer  of  this 
letter^  though  a  prelate,  fought  at  the  battle; 
of  Mjubarotay  where  he  received  on  thc 
face  a  large  wound  from  a  fabre.  Caftera 
relates  this  anecdote  of  him.  The  flatterv 
of  a  fculptor  had  omitted  the  deep  fear : 
when  the  archbiihop  faw  the  ftatue,  he  laid 
hold  of  an  attendant's  fword,  with  which 
he  disfigured  the  face.  I  have  nO)v#  faic^ 
he,  fupplicd  what  it  wanteds 


Blafpheming  ^ 
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Blaipheming  fate,  and  cnrfing  him  who  firft 
Forged  horrid  arms,  and  led"^to  wars  accurflr; 

The  feftive  days  by  heroes  old  *  ordain'd. 
The  glorious  vi6lor  on  the  field  remain'd. 
The  funeral  rites  and  holy  vows  he  paid : 
Yet  not  the  while  the  reftlefs  Nunio  ftaid ; 
O'er  Tago's  waves  his  gallant  bands  he  led, 
And  humbled  Spain  in  every  province  bled  i . 
Sevilia's  ftandard  on^his  fpear  he  bore. 
And  Andalufia's  enfigns  fteept  in  gore.: 
Low  in  the  duft  diftreft  Caftilia  moum'd;  >' 

And  bathed  in  teays  each  eye  to  heaven  was  turnrd:;. 
The  orphan's,  widow's,  and  the  hoaiy  fire's  ; 
And  heaven  releming  quench'd:the.  raging  fites  ^ 
Of  mutual  hate :  from  England's  happy  fhore ; 
The  peaceful  fe«s  two  lovely  fitters  "  bore.  * 

^  The  fefti*ve  days  hy  heron  old  or  Joined.  .  dike  of  Lancafler,  foir  of  Edward  HI.  vittb  ' 

—As  a  certain  proof  of  the  viAory,.  it  affifled  the    king,   his  fon-in-law,   in  an  ^ 

was  required f  ^  by  the  honour  of  thefe  ages, .  imiptioa  into  Cafliley  and  at  the  end  of  the 

that  the  vi6tor  fhould  encan)p  three  days  on  campaign  promifed  to   return  with  more 

the  field  of  battle.     By  this  knight-erran-  numerous  forces  for  the  next.     But  thisrwas 

try,  the  advantages  which  ought  to  have  prevented  by  the  marriage  of  hisyoungeft 

been  purfued  were  frequently,  loft.     Don .-  daughter  Catalina  with' Don  Uenry^  eldeft 

Jdin,  however,  though  he  complied  with  fon  of  theking  of  Gaftile.  Thekingof  Por- 

the  reigning  ideas  of  honour,   fent  Don  tueal  on  thisentered  Galicia,  and  reduced  the 

Nunio,  with  a  proper  army,  to  reap  the  cities  of  Tuy  and  Salvaterra.     A  truce  fol- 

fruits  of  his  victory.  lowed.     While  the  tyrant  of  Caftile  medi- 

"  Caftera's  note  on  this*pl&ce  Is  liferally'  tated  a  new  warj  he  was  killed  by  a  fall  - 

thus :  "  They  were  the  daughters  of  Johrt  from  his  horfe,  and   leaving  no  iflue  by 

"duke  of  Lancafter,  fon  of  Edward  IV.  of  his  queen  Beatrix,  the  king  of  Portugal's  . 

<«  England,  both  of  great  beauty:  the  eldetl^  daughter,   all   pretenfions   on  that  jax)wn 

<*  named  Catharine,    wats  married   to  the  cea^d.     The  truce  was  now  prolonged  for  - 

"  king  of  Caftile,    the  youngeft,  Ifabel^  fifteen  years,  and  though  not  ftridly  kept, 

♦«  to  the  king  of  Portugal.*'     This  is  all  yet  at  laft  the  influence  of  the  Englifhquetn  > 

a  miftake.     John  of  Portugal,  about  a  year  Catalina  prevailed,  and  a  long  peace,  happy  ..' 

after  the  battle  of  >^^'«^flro//F,  mmied  Phi-  for  both  kingdoms,^  cnfued.  . 


Jiffii^  eldeft  daughter  of  ^ohft  o£  Gam/t, 
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The  rival  monarchs  to  the  nuptial  bed 

In  joyful  hour  the  royal  virgins  led. 

And  holy  peace  affum'd  her  blifsful  reign. 

Again  the  peafant  joy'd,  the  landfcape  fmiled  again^' 

But  John's  brave  breaft  to  warlike  cares  innured. 

With  confcious  fhame  the  iloth  of  eafe  endured. 

When  not  a  foe  awaked  his  rage  in  Spain 

The  valiant  Hero  braved  the  foamy  main ; 

The  firft,  nor  meaneft,  of  our  kings  who  bore 

The  Lufian  thunders  to  the  Afric  fliore. 
O'er  the  wild  waves  the  viftor-banners  flow'd. 
Their  lilver  wings  a  thoufand  eagles  fhew'd ; 

And  proudly  fwelling  to  the  whiftling  gales 

The  feas  were  whiten'd  with  a  thoufand  fails. 

Beyond  the  columns  by  Alcides  placed 

To  bound  the  world,  the  zealous  warrior  paft. 

The  fhrines  of  Hagar's  race,  the  fhrines  of  luft. 

And  moon-crown'd  mofques  lay  fmoaking  in  the  duft. 

O'er  Abyla's  high  fteep  his  lance  he  raifed. 

On  Ceuta's  lofty  towers  his  ftandard  blazed  : 

Ceuta,  the  refuge  of  the  traitor  train. 

His  vaffal  now,  enfures  the  peace  of  5pain. 

But  ah,  how  foon  the  blaze  of  glory  "^  dies ! 
lUuftrious  John  afcends  his  native  Ikies. 

"^  The    chara£ler  of  this  great  prince         comment  on  the  enthufiafm  of  Camocns, 
claims  a  place  in  thefe  notes,  as  it  aiFords  a        who  has  made  him  the  hero  of  his  epifode. 
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His  gallant  offspring  prove  their  genuine  ftrairi, ' 
And  added  lands  ijicreafe  the  Lufian  reign* 


Yet  not  the  firft  of  heiroes  ^dward.  fhppCi 
His  happieft  days  long  hours  of  evil  own..  ; 
He  faw,  fecluded  from  tl^  chearful  day>. 
His  fainted  brother  pine  Jiis  years  away. 
G  glorious  youth  in.  captive: thain[S,  to  thee- 
What  fuiting  honours  can  thy  land  *  decree ! 


His  birth,  excellent  edocatioD,  and  mallerl;^ 
condudl  when  regent,  have  already  been 
mentioned.  The  fame  juftice,  pruipijoe, 
and  heroifm  always  accompanied  him  when 
king.  He  had  the  art  to  join  th<  moft 
winning  affability  with  all  the  manly  dig- 
nity of  the  fovereign.  To  thofe  who  were 
his  friends,  when  a  private  man,  he  was 
particularly  attentive.  His  nobility  dined 
at  his  table,  he  frequently  made  Vifits  to 
them,  and  introduced  among  them  thetafte 
for^  and  the  love  of  letters.  As  he  felt  the 
advantages  of  education »  he  took  the  ucmoil 
care  of  that  of  his  children.  He  had  many 
fons,  and  he  himfelf  often  inflrufted  them 
in  folid  and  ufeful  knowledge,  and  was 
amply  repaid.  He  lived  to  fee  them  men, 
men  of  parts  and  of  a£Uon,  whole  oz>ly  emu- 
lation was  to  ihew  affefiion  to  his  perfon,. 
and  to  fupport  his  adminiilration  by  their 
great  abilities.  One  of  his  fons,  Don. 
Henry ^  duke  of  Vifeot  was  that  great  prince . 
whofe  ardent  pa^on  for  maritime  a£^s 
^ave  birth  to  all  the  modem  improvements^ 
m  navigation.  The  clergy,  who  had  dif-- 
tsiibed  almoft  evpry  other  reien,.  were  fa 
convinced  of  the  wiidom  of  his^  that  they 
confeiTed  he  ought  to  be  fupported  out  of 
the  treafurcs  of  the  church,  and  granted 
him  the  church  plate  to  be  coined.  When 
the  Pope  ordered  a»  rigorous  enquiry  to  be 
made  into  his  having  brought  ecclefiaiticS'i}e- 
fore  lay  tribunals,  the  clergy  had  the  fingular 
honcfly  to  defert  what  was  filled  the  church 
immunities,  and  to  own  that  juftice  had  . 
been  impartially  adminiilered.  He  died  in 
the  fcveoty-fixtkyearof  hiiage,  and  in  the 


Ibrty-eighdi  of  his  reign.  Ifis  afWHomto* 
his  queen  PbiUppa  made  him  fond  of  the 
£ngUfh»  whofe  friendfhip  hexultivated,  and< 
by  whom  he  was  freauently  aflifled. 

*  Camcveirs,  in  ^  iii^ance,  has  raifedlL 
the  charader  of  one  brother  at  the  other V 
expence^  to  give  his  poem  an  air  of  the 
old  romance.     The  fiege  of  Tangier  was 
propofed.     The  king's  brothers  diSered  in 
uieir  opinions :  that  of  Don  Fcmand,  tho* 
a  knight  errant  adventure,  was  approved  of, 
by  the  young  nobility.     The  infants  Henry 
and  Femand,  at  the  head  of  7000  men» 
laid  fiege  to  Tangier,  and  were  furrounded 
by  a  numerous  army  of  Moors,  fome  writers . 
fay  fix  hundred  thoufand.     On  condition^ 
that  the  Portuguefe  army  (hould  be  allowed 
to  return  home,   the  infants  promifed  to 
deliver  Ceuta.     The  Mooi^  eladly  accepted^ 
of  the  terms,  but  desiandea  one  of  the  in- 
fants, as  an  hoilaee.     Fernasd  offered  him- 
felf, and  was  left*    I'he  king  was  willing 
to  comply  with  the  terms  to  relieve  his . 
brother,  hut  the  court  conildered  the  value  - 
of  Ceuta,  and  would  »ot  confeat.  The  Pope 
alfo  interpofed  his  authority,  that  CeutjLi 
fhouM  be  kept  as  a  check  on  the  infidels,, 
and  propofed  to  raife  a  Crufade  for  the  de« 
livery  of  Femand*  In  the  meanwhile  large 
offers  were  made  for  his  liberty.   Thefe  were 
rejected  by  the  Moors,  wJ^o  would  accept  of 
nethiog  but  Ceuta»  of  whofe  vail  importance: 
they  were  no  (brangers.     When  negotiatioa^ 
failed,  king  Edward  affembled  a  large  army 
to  effeft  his  brother's  rcleafe,  but  juft  as  h& 
was  fetting  out,  he  was  feized  with  the 
plague,  ana  died,  leaving  orders  with  his-. 
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Thy  nation  profFer'd,  and  the  foe  with  joy 
For  Ceuta's  towers  prepared  to  yield  the  boy; 
The  princely  hoftage  nobly  fpums  the  thought 
Of  freedom  and  of  life  fo  deafly  bought : 
The  raging  vengeance  of  the  Moors  defies, 
'Gives  to  the  clanking  chains  his  limbs,  and  dies 
A  dreary  prifon  death*     Let  noify  fame 
No  more  unequalled  hold  her  Codrus'  name^ 
Her  Regulus,  her  Curtius  boaft  no  more. 
Nor  .thofe  the  honoured  Decian  name  who  bore. 
The  fplendor  of  a  court,  to  them  unknown, 
Exchang'd  for  deathful  Fate's  moft  awful  frown 
To  diftant  times  through  every  land  (hall  blaze 
The  felf-devoted  Lufian's  nobler  praife. 

Now  to  the  tomb  the  haplefs  king  defcends, 
His  fon  Alonzo  brighter  fate  attends. 
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queen  to  deliver  up  Ccuta  for  the  releafe  oF 
his  brother.  This,  however,  was  never 
performed.  Don  Femand  remained  with 
the  Moors  till  his  death.  The  magnani- 
mity of  his  behaviour  gained  him  their 
efteem  and  admiration,  nor  is  there  good 
proof  that  he  received  any  extraordinary 
rigorous  treatment ;  the  contrary  is  rather 
to  be  inferred  from  the  romantic  notions  of 
military  honour  which  then  prevailed  among 
the  Moors.  Some,  however,  whom  Caflera 
follows,  make  his  fufFerings  little  inferior 
to  thofe,  without  proof  likewife,  afcribed 
to  Regulus.  Don  Femand  is  to  this  day 
cftjenied  as  a  faint  and  martyr  in  Portugal, 
and  his  memory  is  commemorated  on  the 
fifth  of  June.  King  Edward  reigned  only 
five  years  and  a  month.     He  was  the  moft 


eloquent  man  in  his  dominions,  fpoke  and 
wrote  Latin  elegantly,  was  author  of  fe- 
vcral  books,  one  on  horfemanfhip,  in  which 
art  he  excelled.  He  was  brave  m  the  field, 
aftive  in  bufinefs,  and  rendered  his  countr/ 
infinite  fervice  by  reducing  the  laws  to  a 
r^ular  code;  He  was  knight  of  the  order 
ofthe  Garter,  which  honour  was  conferred 
upon  him  by  his  coufin  Henry  V.  of  Eng- 
land. In  one  inftance  he  gave  great  offence 
to  the  fuperftitious  populace.  He  defpifed 
the  advice  of  a  Jew  aftrologer,  who  entreated 
him  to  delay  his  coronation,  becaufe  the 
ftars  that  day  were  unfavourable.  To  this 
the  misfortune  of  Tangier  was  afcribed,  and 
the  people  were  always  on  the  alarm,  as  if 
fomc  terrible  difafter  were  impending  over 
them. 


Alonzo! 
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Alonzo  !  dear  to  Lufus*  race  the  name ; 
Nor  his  the  meaneft  in  the  rolls  of  fame. 
His  might  refiftlefs  proftrate  Afric  own'd, 
Beneath  his  yoke  the  Mauritinians  groan*d, 
And  ftill  they  groan  beneath  the  Lufian  fway. 
'Twas  his  in  vitSlor-pomp  to  bear  away 
The  golden  apples  from  Hefperia's  fhorg, 
Which  but  the  fon  of  Jove  had  fnatch'd  before. 
The  palm  and  laurel  round  his  temples  bound, 
Difplay'd  his  triumphs  on  the  Moorifli  ground. 
When  proud  Arzilla's  ftrength,  Alcazer*s  towers. 
And  Tingia,  boaftful  of  her  numerous  powers. 
Beheld  their  adamantine  walls  o'erturn'd, 
Their  ramparts  levell'd,  and  their  temples  burn'd. 
Great  was  the  day :  the  meaneft  fword  that  fought 
Beneath  the  Lufian  flag  fuch  wonders  wrought 
As  from  the  Mufe  might  challenge  endlefs  fame, 
Though  low  their  ftation,   and  without  a  name. 

Now  ftung  with  wild  Ambition's  madning  fires. 
To  proud  Caft ilia's  throne  the  king  ^afpires. 
The  Lord  of  Arragon,  from  Cadiz'  walls. 
And  hoar  Pyrene's  fides  his  legions  calls  j 

y  When  Henry  IV.  of  Gaftile  died,  he  the  kingdom  of  Caftile,  Don  Alonzo,  king 

declared  that  the  infanta  'Joanna  was  his  of  Portugal,  obtained  a  difpenfation  from 

heirefs,  in  preference  to  his  fifter.  Donna  the  pope  to  marry  his  niece,  Donna  'Joanna, 

Ifabella^  married  to  Don  Ferdinand,  fon  to  After  a  bloody  war,  the  ambitious  views  of 

the  king  of  Arragon.     In  hopes  to  attain  Alonzo  and  his^courtiers  were  defeated. 

Z  The 
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The  numerous  legions  to  his  ftandards  throng, 
And  war,  with  horrid  ftrides,  now  ftalks  along. 
With  emulation  fired,  the  *  prince  beheld 
His  warlike  fire  ambitious  of  the  field  5 
Scornful  of  eafe,  to  aid  his  arms  he  fped. 
Nor  fped  in  vain :  The  raging  combat  bled ; 
Alonzo's  ranks  with  carnage  gored,  Difmay 
Spread  her  cold  wings,  and  fhook  his  firm  array. 
To  flight  fhe  hurried;  while  with  brow  ferene 
The  martial  boy  beheld  the  deathful  fcene. 
With  curving  movement  o'er  the  field  he  rode, 
Th'  oppofing  troops  his  wheeling  fquadrons  mow'd : 
The  purple  dawn  and  evening  fun  beheld 
His  tents  encampt  aflert  the  conquered  field. 
Thus  when  the  ghoft  of  Julius  hover'd  o'er 
Philippi's  plain,  appeafed  with  Roman  gore, 
Oflavius*  legions  left  the  field  in  flight. 
While  happier  Marcus  triumphed  in  the  fight. 

When  endlefs  night  had  feal'd  his  mortal  eyes, 
And  brave  Alonzo's  fpirit  fought  the  Ikies, 
The  fecond  of  the  name,  the  valiant  John, 
Our  thirteenth  monarch,  now  afcends  the  throne. 
To  feize  immortal  fame,  his  mighty  mind. 
What  man  had  never  dared  before,  defign'd  \ 

•     •  The  Prince  of  Portugal. 

That 
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That  glorious  labour  which  I  now  purfue. 

Through  feas  unfail'd  to  find  the  fhorcs  that  view 

The  day-ftar,  rifing  from  his  watery  bed, 

The  firft  grey  beams  of  infant  morning  fhed. 

Seledled  meffengers  his  will  obey ; 

Through  Spain  and  France  they  hold  their  vent'rous  way. 

Through  Italy  they  reach  the  port  that  gave 

The  fair  Parthenope  an  honoured  *  grave ; 

That  (hore  which  oft  has  felt  the  fei-vile  chain, 

But  now  fmiles  happy  in  the  care  of  Spain. 

Now  from  the  port  the  "brave  advcnt'rers  bore. 

And  cut  the  billows  of  the  Rhodian  fhore  -, 

Now  reach  the  ftrand  where  noble  Ponipey  *  bled ; 

And  now,  repair'd  with  reft,  to  Memphis  fped ; 

And  now,  afcending  by  the  vales  of  Nile, 

Whofe  waves  pour  fatnefs  o'er  the  grateful  foil, 

Through  Ethiopia's  peaceful  dales  they  ftray'd. 

Where  their  glad  eyes  Meffiah's  rites  **  furvey'd  : 

And  now  they  pafs  the  famed  Arabian  flood, 

Whofe  waves  of  old  in  wondrous  ridges  ftood. 

While  Ifrael's  favoured  race  the  fable  bottom  trode  : 

Behind  them  gliftening  to  the  morning  (kies. 

The  mountains  named  from  Izmael's  offspring  '  rife; 

^  Parthenope   was  one  of  the  Syrens.  •  The  coaft  of  Alexandria. 

Enraged  becaufs  fhe  could  not  allure  Ulyf-  ^  Among  the  Chriilians  of  Prefer  Johty 

fes,  me  threw  herfelf  into  the  fea.     Her  or  AbyfTynia. 

corps  was  thrown  afhore,  and  buried  where  «  The  Nabathean  mountains  ;  fo  named 

Naples  now  Hands.  from  Nabaoth,  the  fon  of  lihmael. 

Z  2  Now 
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Now  round  their  fteps  the  bleft  Arabia  fpreads 

Her  groves  of  odour,  and  her  balmy  meads, 

And  every  breaft,  infpired  with  glee,  inhales 

The  grateful  fragrance  of  Sabcea's  gales  : 

Now  paft  the  Perfian  gulph  their  rout  afcends 

Where  Tygris  wave  with  proud  Euphrates  blends ; 

lUuftrious  ftreams,  where  ftill  the  native  ftiews 

Where  Babel's  haughty  tower  unfinifh'd  rofe  : 

From  thence  through  climes  unknown,  their  daring 'courfe 

Beyond  where  Trajan  forced  his  way,  they  'force; 

Carmanian  hords,  and  Indian  tribes  they  faw, 

And  many  a  barbarous  rite,  and  many  a  **  law 

Their  fearch  explored ;  but  to  their  native  fliore, 

Enrich'd  with  knowledge,  they  retum'd  no  more. 

The  glad  completion  of  the  Fate's  decree, 

Kind  heaven  referved,  Emmanuel,  for  thee. 

The  crown^  and  high  ambition  of  thy  •  fires, 

To  thee  defcending,  waked  thy  latent  fires. 

And  to  command  the  fea  from  pole  tp  pole, 

With  reftlefs  wifli  inflamed  thy  mighty  fouL/ 

Now  from  the  fky  the  facred  light  withdrawn, 
O'er  heaven's  clear  azure  ftione  the  ftars  of  dawn, 

«  Beyond  nvhere  Trajan — The  Emperor  Arabia  Foelix.     Vid.  Dion,  Caff.  Eufeb. 

Trajan  extended  the  bounds  of  the  Roman  Chroa.  p.  206. 

Empire  in  the  Eafl,  far  beyond  any  of  his  pre-  <*  ^i  mores  hominum  mult  or  urn  ruidit. 

dcceffors.  His  conquefts  reached  to  the  river  Hor. 

Tigris,  near  which  ftood  the  city  of  Ctefi-  «  Emmanuel  was  coulin  to  the  late  king 

phon,  which  he  fubdued.  The  Roman  Hif-  John  U.  and  grandfon  to  king  Edward,  fon 

torians  boallcd  that  India  was  entirely  con-  of  John  L 
<^uered  by  him;  but  they  coald  only  mean 

Deep 


Book  IV.  THE        L    U    S    I    A    D.  17s 

Deep  Silence  fpread  her  gloomy  wings  around, 

And  human  griefs  were  wrapt  in  fleep  profounds 

The  monarch  flumber'd  on  his  golden  bed. 

Yet  anxious  cares  poffeft  his  thoughtful  head ; 

His  generous  foul,  intent  on  public  good. 

The  glorious  duties  of  his  birth  reviewed. 

When  fent  by  heaven  a  facred  dream  infpired 

His  labouring  mind,  and  with  its  radiance  fired : 

High  to  the  clouds  his  towering  head  was  rear'd. 

New  worlds,  and  nations  fierce  and  ftrange  appeared  s 

The  purple  dawning  o'er  the  mountains  flow'd. 

The  foreft-boughs  with  yellow  fplendor  glow'd  j 

High  from  the  fteep  two  copious  glafly  ftreams 

Roird  down,  and  glitter'd  in  the  morning  beams ; 

Here  various  monfters  of  the  wild  were  feen, 

.  And  birds  of  plumage,  azure,  fcarlet,  green  : 

Here  various  herbs,  and  flowers  of  various  bloom ; 

There  black  as  night  the  forefl^s  horrid  gloom, 

Whofe  ftiaggy  brakes,  by  human  ftep  untrod, 

Darken'd  the  glaring  lion's  dread  abode. 

Here  as  the  monarch  fix'd  his  wondering  eyes. 

Two  hoary  fathers  from  the  ftreams  arife; 

Their  afpedl  ruftic^  yet  a  reverend  grace 

Appeared  majeftic  on  their  wrinkled  face: 

Theii*  tawny  beards  uncomb'd,   and  fweepy  long^ 

Adown  their  knees  in  fliaggy  ringlets  hvmg ;     . 

From 


176  THE        L    U    S    I    A    D.  Book  IV. 

From  every  lock  the  chryftal  drops  diftill, 
And  bathe  their  limbs  as  in  a  trickling  rill  j 
Gay  wreaths  of  flowers,  of  fruitage,  and  of  boughs, 
Namelefs  in  Europe,  crown'd  their  furrow'd  brows. 
Bent  o'er  his  flafF,  more  filver'd  o'er  with  years. 
Worn  with  a  longer  way,  the  One  appears  ; 
Who  now  flow  beckoning  with  his  wither'd  hand. 
As  now  advanced  before  the  king  they  ftand ; 

O  thou,  whom  worlds  to  Europe  yet  unknown, 
Arc  doom'd  to  yield,  and  dignify  thy  crown ; 
To  thee  our  golden  fliores  the  Fates  decree ; 
Our  necks,  unbow'd  before,  fliall  bend  to  thee. 
Wide  thro'  the  world  refounds  our  wealthy  fame ; 
Hafte,  fpeed  thy  prows,  that  fated  wealth  to  claim. 
From  Paradife  my  hallowed  waters  fpring  ; 
The  facrcd  Ganges  I,  my  brother  king 
Th'  illufl:rious  author  of  the  Indian  name  : 
Yet  toil  fliall  languifli,  and  the  fight  fliall  flame ; 
Our  faireft  lawns  with  fl:reaming  gore  fliall  fmoke, 
Ere  yet  our  flioulders  bend  beneath  thy  yoke ; 
But  thou  fliak  conquer :  all  thine  eyes  furvey. 
With  all  our  various  tribes  fliall  own  thy  fway. 

He  fpoke ;  and  melting  in  a  filvery  ftream 

Both  difappear'd ;  when  waking  from  his  dream, 

The 
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The  wondering  monarch  thriU'd  with  awe  divine^ 
Weighs  in  his  lofty  thoughts  the  facred  figu. 

Now  morning  burfting  from  the  eaftern  iky 
Spreads  o'er  the  clouds  the  blufhing  rofe's  dye. 
The  nations  wake,  and  at  the  fovereign's  call 
The  Lufian  nobles  crowd  the  palace  hall. 
The  vifion  of  his  fleep  the  monarch  tells  -, 
Each  heaving  breaft  with  joyful  wonder  fwells : 
Fulfil,  they  cry,  the  facred  fign  obey. 
And  fpread  the  canvas  for  the  Indian  fea. 
Inftant  My  looks  with  troubled  ardour  burned. 
When  keen  on  Me  his  eyes  the  monarch  turned  : 
What  he  beheld  I  know  not,  but  I  know. 
Big  fweird  my  bofom  with  a  prophet's  glow : 
And  long  my  mind,  with  wondrous  bodings  fired. 
Had  to  the  glorious  dreadful  toil  afpired : 
Yet  to  the  king,  whatever  my  looks  betrayed, 
My  looks  the  omen  of  fuccefs  difplayed. 
When  with  that  fweetnefs  in  his  mien  expreft. 
Which  unrefifted  wins  the  generous  breaft. 
Great  are  the  dangers,  great  the  toils,  he  cried. 
Ere  glorious  honours  crown  the  vigor's  pride. 
If  in  the  glorious  ftrife  the  hero  fall. 
He  proves  no  danger  could  his  foul  appall ; 

And 
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And  but  to  dare  fo  great  a  toil,  fhall  raife 
Each  age's  wonder,  and  immortal  praife. 
.  For  this  dread  toil  new  oceans  to  explore. 
To  fpread  the  fail  where  fail  ne'er  flow'd  before, 
For  this  dread  labour,  to  your  valour  due. 
From  all  your  peers  I  chufe,  O  Vasco,  you. 
Dread  as  it  is,  yet  light  the  tafk  fhall  be 
To  you  my  Gam  a,  as  performed  for  Me, 

My  heart  could  bear  no  more Let  fkies  on  fire, 

Let  frozen  feas,  let  horrid  war  confpire, 

I  dare  them  all,  I  cried,  and  but  repine 

That  one  poor  life  is  all  I  can  refign. 

Did  to  my  lot  Alcides'  labours  fall. 

For  you  my  joyful  heart  would  dare  them  all ; 

The  ghaftly  realms  of  death  could  man  invade 

For  you  my  fteps  fhould  trace  the  ghaftly  fhade. 

While  thus  with  loyal  zeal  my  bofom  fwell'd, 
That  panting  zeal  my  Prince  with  joy  beheld  : 
Honour'd  with  gifts  I  flood,  but  honoured  more 
By  that  efteem  my  Joyful  Sovereign  bore. 
That  generous  praife  which  fires  the  foul  of  worth. 
And  gives  new  virtues  unexpe6led  birth. 
That  praife  even  now  my  heaving  bofom  fires. 
Inflames  my  courage,  and  each  wifti  infpires. 

Moved 
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Moved  by  afFeftion,  and  allured  by  fame, 
A  gallant  youth,  who  bore  the  deareft  name, 
Paulus  my  brother,  boldly  fued  to  (hare 
My  toils,  my  dangers,  and  my  fat€  in  war  j 
And  brave  Coello  urged  the  Hero's  claim 
To  dare  each  hardihip,  and  to  join  our  fame  :      '  - 

For  glory  both  with  reftlefs  ardour  burn'd. 
And  filken  eafe  for  horrid  danger  fpurn'd; 
Alike  renown'd  in  council  or  in  field. 
The  fnare  to  baffle,  or  the  fword  to  wield.  . 
Through  Lifbon's  youth  the  kindling  ardour  ran. 
And  bold  ambition,  thrill'd  from  man  to  man  ;. 
And  each  the  meaneft  of  the  venturous  band 
With  gifts  flood  honoured  by  the  Sovereign's  hand. 
Heavens !  what  a  fury  fwell'd  each  warrior's  bread, 
When  each,  in  turn,  the  fmiling  King  addreft  ! 
Fired  by  his  words  the  direft  toils  they  fcorn'd. 
And  with  the  horrid  luft  of  danger  fiercely  burn'd. 

With  fuch  bold  rage  the  youth  of  Mynia  glow'd. 
When  the  firft  keel  the  Euxine  furges  plow'd ; 
When  bravely  venturous  for  the  golden  fleece 
Gracious  Argo  fail'd  from  wondering  '  Greece. 

'  OracUous  jfrgo  —  According  to  fable,  their  lives  to  the  caprices  of  the  waves  have 

the  veifel  of  the  Argonauts  fpoke  and  pro-  need  of  a  penetrating  forefieht,  that  they 

phecied.     The  ancients,  I  fuppofe,  by  this  may  not  be  furprifcd  by  foddcn  tempefts. 

meant  to   infinuate,    that  thofe  who  traft  Caftera, 

A  a  Where 
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Where  Tago's  yellow  ftream  the  harbour  laves, 
And  (lowly  mingles  with  the  ocean's  waves. 
In  warlike  pride  my  gallant  navy  rode. 
And  proudly  o'er  the  beach  my  foldiers  ftrode. 
Sailors  and  land-men  marfliall'd  o*er  the  (Irand, 
In  garbs  of  various  hue  around  me  ftand ; 
Each  earneft  firft  to  plight  the/  facred  vow, 
Oceans  unknown  and  gulphs  untry'd  to  plow : 
Then  turning  to  the  (hips  their  fparkling  eyes, 
With  joy  they  heard  the, breathing  winds  arife  5 
Elate  with  joy.  beheld  the  flapping  fail. 
And  purple  ftandards  floating  on  the  gale : 
While  each  prefaged  that  great  as  Argo's  fame. 
Our  fleet  fhould  give  fome  ftarry  band  a  name. 

Where  foaming  on  the  fliore  the  tide  appears, 
A  facred  fane  its'  hoaiy  arches  rears  : 
Dim  o'er  the  fea  the  evening  (hades  defcend, 
And  at  the  holy  (hrine  devout  we  bend : 
There,  while  the  tapers  o*er  the  altar  blaze. 
Our  prayers  and  earneft  vows  to  heaven  we  raife. 
"  Safe  through  the  deep,  where  every  yawning  wave 
"  Still  to  the  Sailor's  eye  difplays  his  grave  -, 
"  Through  howling  tempefts,  and  through  gulphs  untry'd, 
**  O !  mighty  God !  be  thou  our  watchful  guide." 

While 
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While  kneeling  thus  before  the  facrcd  fhrinc, 

In  Holy  Faith's  moft  folemn  rite  we  join  j 

Our  peace  with  heaven  the  bread  of  peace  confirms^ 

And  meek  contrition  every  boibm  warms : 

Sudden  the  lights  extinguifh'd,  all  around 

Dread  filence  reigns,  and  midnight  gloom  profound  : 

A  facred  horror  pants  on  every  breath,     ' 

And  each  firm  breaft  devotes  itfelf  to  death. 

An  ofFer'd  facrifice,  *  fworn  to  obey 

My  nod,  and  follow  where  I  lead  the  way ; 

Now  proftrate  round  the  hallow'd  fhrifae  we  ^  lie, 

Till  rofy  mom  befpreads  the  eaftern  fky ; 

Then,  breathing  fixt  refolves,  my  daring  mates 

March  to  the  fhips,  while  pour*d  from  Lifbon's  gates, 

Thoufands  on  thoufands-  crowding,  prefs  along, 

A  woeful,  weeping,  melancholy  throng. 

A  thoufand  white-robed  priefts  our  fteps  attend. 

And  prayers,  and  holy  vows  to  heaven  afcend ; 

A  fcene  fo  folemn,  and  the  tender  woe 

Of  parting  friends,  conftrained  my  tears  to  flow. 


«  This  fa6l  is  according  to  hiftory :  Abe- 
rat  Olyfippone  prope  littus  quatuor  paffuum 
millia  templum  fane  religiofum  et  kndkum 
ab  Henrico  in  honorem  fandiflimx  virginis 

edificatum In  id  Gama  pridie 

illius  diei,  quo  crat  navem  confcenfurus,  fe 
recepit,  ut  noflem  cum  religiofis  hominibus 
qui  m  aedibus  templo  conjundtis  habitabant, 
in  prccibus  et  votis  conAimeret.     Sequcnti 


die  cam  mtilti  non  illius  tantc^m  gratia,  fed 
alionim  etiani,  qui  illi  comites  crant,  con- 
veniflent,  fait  ab  omnibus  in  fcaphis  deduc- 
tus.'  Neque  folilm  homines  religiofi,  fed 
reliqoi  omnes  voce  maxima  com  lacrymis  a 
Deo  precabantur,  ut  bene  &  profperc  ilia 
tarn  pcriculofa  navigatio  omnibus  evcniret, 
&  univerfi  re  bene  gefta  incolumes  ia  pa- 
triam  redirent. 


A  a  2 


To 


} 
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To  weigh  our  anchors  from  our  native  fhore  — — 
To  dare  new  oceans  never  dared  before         ■ 
Perhaps  to  fee  my  native  coaft  no  more         ■ 
Forgive,  O  king,  if  as  a  man  I  feel, 
I  bear  no  bofom  of  obdurate  fteeL 
(The  godlike  hero  here  fuppreft  the  figh, 
And  wiped  the  tear-drop  from  his  manly  eye ; 
Then  thus  refuming — )  All  the  peopled  (hore 
An  awful,  filent  look  of  anguifh  wore ; 
Affe6lion,  friendfhip,  all  the  kindred  ties 
Of  fpoufc  and  parent  langui(h*d  in  their  eyes : 
As  men  they  never  fhould  again  behold, 
Self-ofFer'd  viftims  to  deftruftion  fold, 
On  us  they  fixt  the  eager  look  of  woe, 
While  tears  p'er  every  cheek  began  to  flow ; 
When  thus  aloud,  Alas !  my  fon,  my  fon. 
An  hoary  Sire  exclaims,  oh  !  whither  run. 
My  heart's  fole  joy,  my  trembling  age's  flay. 
To  yield  thy  limbs  the  dread  fea-monfter's  prey ! 
To  feek  thy  burial  in  the  raging  wave, 
And  leave  me  cheerlefs  finking  to  the  grave  ! 
Was  it  for  this  I  watch'd  thy  tender  years. 
And  bore  each  fever  of  a  father's  fears  ! 
Alas !  my  boy  !  —  His  voice  is  heard  no  more, 
The  female  (hriek  refounds  along  the  fhore: 

With 
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With  hair  diftieveird,  through  the  yielding  crowd 
A  lovely  bride  fprings  on,  and  fcreams  aloud ; 
Oh !   where,   my  hufband,   where  to  feas  unknown, 
Where  would'ft  thou  fly  me,  and  my  love  difown ! 
And  wilt  thou,  cruel,  to  the  deep  confign 
That  valued  life,  the  joy,  the  foul  of  mine: 
And  muft  our  loves,  and  all  our  kindred  train 
Of  rapt  endearments,  all  expire  in  vain  I 
All  the  dear  tranfports  of  the  warm  embrace. 
When  mutual  love  infpired  each  raptured  face  ! 
Muft  all,  alas  !  be  fcatter'd  in  the  wind, 
Nor  thou  beftow  one  lingering  look  behind  ! 

Such  the  lorn  parents'  and  the  fpoufes'  woes, 
Such  o'er  the  ftrand  the  voice  of  wailing  rofe  j 
From  breaft  to  breaft  the  foft  contagion  crept. 
Moved  by  the  woeful  found  the  children  wept  5 
The  mountain  ecchoes  catch  the  big-fwoln  fighs. 
And  through  the  dales  prolong  the  matron's  cries  j 
The  yellow  fands  with  tears  are  filver'd  o'er. 
Our  fate  the  mountains  and  the  beach  deplore. 
Yet  firm  we  march,  nor  turn  one  glance  afide 
On  hoary  parent,  or  on  lovely  bride. 
Though  glory  fired  our  hearts,  too  well  we  knew 
What  foft  afFeftion  and  what  love  could  do. 

The 
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The  laft  embrace  the  braveft  worft  can  bear  : 
The  bitter  yearnings  of  the  parting  tear 
Sullen  we  (hun,  unable  to  fuftain 
The  melting  paffion  of  fuch  tender  pain. 


Bpoit  IV. 


Now  on  the  lofty  decks  prepared  wc  iiand, 
When  towering  o'er  the  crowd  that  veiVd  the  ftraJid, 
A  reverend  ^  figure  fixt  each  wondering  eye. 
And  beckoning  thrice  he  waved  his  hand  on  higfr, 
And  thrice  his  hoary  curls  he  fternly  fhook, 
While  grief  and  anger  mingled  in  his  look  -, 


^  By  this  old  man  is  perfonified  the  po- 
pulace of  Portugal.  The  endeavours  to  dif- 
cover  the  Eaft-Indies  by  the  Southern  ocean » 
for  about  eighty  years  had  been  the 
favourite  topic  of  con)  plaint ;  and  never 
W2LS  any  meafure  of  government  more  un- 
popular than  the  expedition  of  Gama.  Em- 
manuel's council  were  almod  unanimous^ 
againil  the  attempt.  Some  dreaded  the  in- 
troduction of  wealth,  and  its  attendants 
luxury  and  effeminacy  ;  while  others  afHrm- 
c;d,  that  no  adequate  advantages  could  arifc 
from  fo  perilous  and  remote  a  navieation. 
Others,  with  a  foreiight  peculiar  to  Politi- 
cians, were  alarmed,  left  the  Egyptian 
Sultan,  who  was  powerful  in  the  Eaft, 
fhould  fignify  his  difpleafure ;  and  others 
forcfaw,  that  fuccefs  would  combine  all  the 
Princes  of  Chriftendom  in  a  league  for  the 
deftruftion  of  Portugal.  In  Ihort,  if  gloryjin- 
tercft,  or  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel,  were 
defired,  Africa  and  Ethiopia,they  faid,  afford- 
ed, both  nearer  and  more  advantageous  fields. 
The  expreiljons  of  the  tiioufands  who  croud- 
ed  the  (hore  when  Gama  gave  his  fails  to 
the  wind,  are  thus  exprefTcd  by  Oforius, 
from  whom  the  above  fa^ls  ju-e  felcfled.-*- 


A  multis  tamen  interim  is  fletus  atque  la- 
mentatio  flebat,  ut  funus  efferre  viderentur. 
Sic  eftim  dicebant :  En  quo  mif<m>t  mor- 
tales  provexit  cupiditas  et  ambitio  ?  Potnit- 
ne  gravius  fupplicium  hoifiimbiis  ifti»  eoQ- 
flitui,  A  in  fe  fceleflum  aliquod  facinus  ad- 
mififlent?  Eft  enim  ilHs  immenft  ma^rb 
longitudo  peragranda,  flu£lus  immanes  dif- 
ficillima  navigatione  fuperandi,  vitac  difcii- 
men  in.loc^s  mfinitis  obeundum.  Non  fuit 
multd  tolerabilius,  in  terra  quovis  geneie 
mortis  abfumi,  quam  tam  procul  ^  patfil 
marinis  fludtibus  fepcliri.  Haec  et  alia 
multa  in  hanc  fcntentiam  dicebant,  ctei 
omnia  mult5  triftiora  fingere  prae  metu  co- 

gerentur. The  tender  emotion  and  feet 

rcfolution  of  Gama,  and  the  earneft  paffion 
of  the  multitudes  on  the  fhore,  are  tbus- 
added  by  the  fame  venerable  hiftorian : 
Gama  tamen  quamvis  lacrymas  foonmi  de<* 
fiderio  funderet,  rei  tamen  bene  geiendse 
fidttcia  confirmatus,  alacriter  in  navem  fauftit 

ominibus  confcendit Qui  in  littore 

confiftebant,  non  prius  abfcedere  voluerunt, 
quam  naves  vento  fecundo  plcnifllmis  veils 
ab  omnium  confpedu  remotx  funt. 


Then 
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Then  to  its  height  his  faultcring  voice  he  reared. 
And  through  the  fleet  thefc  awful  words  were  heard  : 

O  frantic  thirft  of  honour  and  of  fame. 

The  crowd's  blind  tribute,  a  fallacious  name  ; 

What  ftings,  what  plagues,  what  fecret  fcourges  curft, 

Torment  thofe  bofoms  where  thy  pride  is  nurft ! 

What  dangers  threaten,  and  what  deaths  deftroy 

T)ie  haplefs  youth,  whom  thy  vain  gleams  decoy ! 

By  thee,  dire  Tyrant  of  the  noble  mind. 

What  dreadful  woes  are  pourM  on  human  kind  : 

Kingdoms  and  Empires  in  confufion  hurFd, 

What  ftreams  of  gore  have  drench'd  the  haplefs  world  ! 

Thou  dazzling  meteor,  vain  as  fleeting  air. 

What  new-dread  horror  Soft  thou  now  prepare ! 

High  founds  thy  voice  of  India's  pearly  fhore. 

Of  endlefs  triumphs  and  of  countlefs  ftore : 

Of  other  worlds  fo  tower'd  thy  fwellinjg  boaft. 

Thy  golden  dreams  when  Paradife  was  loft, 

When  thy  big  promife  fteep'd  the  world  in  gore. 

And  fimple  innocence  was  known  no  more. 

And  fay,  has  fame  fo  dear,  fo  dazzling  charms  ? 

Muft  brutal  fiercenefs  and  the  trade  of  arms,     ' 

Conqueft,  and  laurels  dipt  in  blood,  be  prized. 

While  life  is  fcorn'd,  and  all  its  joys  defpifed. 

And  fay,  does  zeal  for  holy  faith  infpire 

To  fprcad  its  mandates,  thy  avow'd  defire  ? 

Behold 
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Behold  the  Hagarene  in  armour  ftands, 
Treads  on  thy  borders,  and  the  foe  demands  : 
A  thoufand  cities  own  his  lordly  fway, 
A  thoufand  various  fhores  his  nod  obey. 
Through  all  thefe  regions,  all  thefe  cities,  fcom'd 
Is  thy  religion,  and  thine  altars  fprun'd. 
A  foe  renown'd  in  arms  the  brave  require ; 
That  high-plumed  foe,  renown'd  for  martial  fire. 
Before  thy  gates  his  fliining  fpear  difplays, 
Whilft  thou  wouldft  fondly  dare  the  watery  maze. 
Enfeebled  leave  thy  native  land  behind, 
On  fhores  unknown  a  foe  unknown  to  find* 
Oh  !  madnefs  of  ambition !  thus  to  dare 
Dangers  fo  fruitlefs,  fo  remote  a  war ! 
That  Fame's  vain  flattery  may  thy  name  adorn. 
And  thy  proud  titles  on  her  flag  be  borne : 
Thee,  Lord  of  Perfia,  thee,  of  India  Lord, 
O'er  Ethiopia's  vaft,  arid  Araby  adored ! 

Curfl:  be  the  man  who  firfl:  on  floating  wood, 
Forfook  the  beach,  and  braved  the  treacherous  flood ! 
Oh  !  never,  never  may  the  facred  Nine, 
To  crown  his  brows,  the  hallow'd  wreath  entwine  ; 
Nor  may  his  name  to  future  times  refound. 
Oblivion  be  his  meed,  and  hell  profound  ! 

Curft 
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Curft  be  the  wretch,  the  fire  of  heaven  who  ftble, 

And  with  ambition  firft  debauch'd  the  foul! 

What  woes,  Prometheus,  walk  the  frighten'd  earth ! 

To  what  dread  flaughtcr  has  thy  pride  given  birth  ! 

On  proud  Ambition's  pleafing  gales  upborne. 

One  boafts  to  guide  the  chariot  of  the  morn ; 

And  one  on  treacherous  pinions  foaring  *  high, 

O'er  ocean's  waves  would  fail  the  liquid  fky : 

Dafh'd  from  their  height  they  mourn'd  their  blighted  aim  ; 

One  gives  a  river,  one  a  fea  the  name  !  - 

Alas !  the  poor  reward  of  that  gay  meteor  Fame  ! 

Yet  fuch  the  fury  of  the  mortal  race. 

Though  Fame's  fair  promife  ends  in  foul  difgrace, 

Though  conqueft  ftill  the  viftor's  hope  betrays. 

The  prize  a  fhadow,  or  a  rainbow  blaze. 

Yet  ftill  through  fire  and  raging  feas  they  run 

To  catch  the  gilded  fhade,  and  fmk  undone ! 

i  Alluding  to  the  fables  of  Phaeton  and  that   could  polTibly   tend   to   magnify   the 

Icarus.  dangers  and  difficulties   of  the  wanderings 

of  iEneas,  in  his  long  fearch  for  the  pro- 

I'he  departure  cf  the  fleet  from  the  Tagus.  mifed  Italy,  is  fet  before  us  in  the  fullefl 
—In  no  circumftance  does  the  judgment  magnitude.  But,  however,  this  method  of 
and  art  of  Homer  appear  more  confpicuous,  ennobling  the  Epic  by  paying  the  utmoft 
than  in  the  conftant  attention  he  pays  to  his  attention  to  give  a  grandeur  to  every  cir- 
propofed  fubjeds,  the  wrath  of  Achilles,  cumftance  of  the  propofed  fubjed,  may  have 
and  the  fufterings  of  Ulyfres.  He  beftows  been  neglcdted  by  Voltaire  in  his  Henriade, 
the  utmoft  care  on  every  incident  that  could  (where  political  declamation  feems  to  have 
pofllbly  imprcfs  our  minds  with  high  ideas  been  his  principal  care,)  and  by  fome  other 
of  the  determined  rage  of  the  injured  hero,  modems,  who  have  attempted  the  Epopea ;  it 
andof  the  invincible  patience  of  the  TToXtTXa?  has  not  been  omitted  by  Camocns.  The 
S^ro^'O^tcrc-ii^c.Virgil  throughout  the  Eneid  has  Portuguefe  Poet  has,  with  great  art,  con- 
followed   the  fame  courfe.     Every  incident  dudled  the  voyage  of  Gama.     Every  cir- 
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cumflance  attending  it  is  rcprefcnted  with 
magnificenre  and  dignity.  John  II.  defigns 
what  had  never  been  attempted  before.  Mef- 
fengers  are  fent  by  land  to  difcover  the 
climate  and  riches  of  India.  Their  rout  is 
defcribed  in  the  manner  of  Homer.  The 
palm  of  difcovcry,  however,  is  referved  for 
a  fucCsieding  monarch.  Emmanuel  is  warn- 
ed by  a  dream,  which  aftords  another  flrilc- 
ing  inflance  of  the  fpirit  of  the  Grecian 
Bard.  The  cnthufiafni  which  the  king  be- 
holds on  the  afpe*^  of  Gama  is  a  noble 
ftroke  of  poetry ;  the  folemnity  of  the  night 


fpent  in  devotion ;  the  fulfen  refolulioa  of 
the  Adventurers  when  going  aboard  the 
fleet ;  the  affedling  grief  ot  their  friends 
and  fellow-citizens,  who  viewed  them  as 
felf-devotcd  vidims,  whom  they  were  never 
more  to  behold  ;  and  the  angry  exclama- 
tions of  the  venerable  old  man,  give  a  dig- 
nity and  interefling  pathos  to  the  departure 
of  the  fleet  of  Gama,  greatly  fuperior  to 
that  in  the  Eneid,  where  the  Trojans  leave 
a  colony  of  Invalids  in  Sicily.  In  the  Odyf- 
fty  there  is  nothing  which  can  be  calltd 
fimilar« 


END    OF    THE     FOURTH    BOOK. 
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TT7HILE  on  the  beach  the  hoary  father  ftood 
^  ^     And  fpoke  the  murmurs  of  the  multitude. 
We  fpread  the  canvas  to  the  rifing  gales. 
The  gentle  winds  diftend  the  fnowy  fails. 
As  from  our  dear-loved  native  ftiore  we  fly 
Our  votive  fhouts,  redoubled,  rend  the  fky ; 
"  Succefs,  fuccefs,"  far  ecchoes  o'er  the  tide. 
While  our  broad  hulks  the  foamy  waves  divide. 
From  Leo  now,  the  lordly  ftar  of  day, 
Intenfely  blazing,  Ihot  his  fierceft  ray ; 
When  flowly  gliding  from  our  wilhful  eyes, 
The  Lufian  mountains  mingled  with  the  fkies  j 

B  b  2  Tag^o's 
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Tago's  loved  ftream,  and  Syntra's  mountains  cold 
Dim  fading  now,  we  now  no  more  behold  -, 
And  ftill  with  yearning  hearts  our  eyes  explore, 
Till  one  dhn  fpeck  of  land  appears  no  more. 
Our  native  foil  now  far  behind,  we  ply 
The  lonely  dreary  wafte  of  feas  and  boundlefs  fky  : 
Through  the  wild  deep  our  venturous  navy  bore^ 
Where  but  our  Henry  ploughed  the  wave  *  before  : 
The  verdant  iflands,  firft  by  him  defcry'd. 
We  paft  ',  and  now  in  profpe6t  opening  wide. 
Far  to  the  left,  increafing  on  the  view, 
Rofe  Mauritania's  hills  of  paly  blue : 
Far  to  the  right  the  reftlefs  ocean  roared, 
Whofe  bounding  furges  never  keel  explored  j 
If  bounding  fhore,  as  Reafon  deems,  divide 
The  vaft  Atlantic  from  the  Indian  ^  tide. 

Now  from  her  woods,  with  fragrant  bowers  adorn'd. 
From  fair  Madeira's  purple  coaft  we  ^  turn'd : 
Cyprus  and  Paphos*  vales  the  fmiling  loves 
Might  leave  with  joy  for  fair  Madeira's  groves ; 


*  See  the  life  of  Don  Henry,  Prince  of  «  Called  by  the  ancitfnts  In/uJie  Purpurm" 

Portugal,  in  the  Preface.  ria.    Now  Madeira  and  Porto  SanSio,  The 

**  Tnedifcovcry  offomeoftheWcft-Indian  .former  was  fo  named  by  Juan  Gonzales^ 

iflands  by  Columbus  was  made  in  1492  and  and  Triftan  Vaz,  from  the  Spanifh  word 

1493.     His  difcovery  of  the  continent  of  Madera^    wood.      Thefe  difcoverers   were 

America  was  not  till  1498.     The  fleet  of  fen t  out  by  the  great  Don  Henry. 
Gama  failed  from  the  Tagus  in  1497. 

A  fhore 
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A  fhore  fo  flowery,  and  fo  fweet  an  air, 
Venus  might  build  her  dearefl  temple -there. 
Onward  we  pafs  Maffilia's  barren  ftrand, 
A  wafte  of  withered  grafs  and  burning  fand ; 
Where  his  thin  herds  the  meagre  native  leads. 
Where  not  a  rivulet  laves  the  doleful  meads ; 
Nor  herbs  nor  fruitage  deck  the  v^oodland  maze ; 
O'er  the  wild  wafle  the  ftupid  oflrich  jftrays, 
In  devious  fearch  to  pick  her  fcanty  meal, 
Whofe  fierce  digeflion  gnaws  the  tempered  fteeL 
From  the  green  verge,  where  Tigitania  ends, 
To  Ethiopia's  line  the  dreary  wild  extends. 
Now  paft  the  limit,  which  his  courfe  divides. 
When  to  the  North  the  Sun's  bright  chariot  rides, 
We  leave  the  winding  bays  and  fwarthy  fhores. 
Where  Senegal's  black  wave  impetuous  roars  -, 
A  flood,  whofe  courfe  a  thoufand  tribes  furveys. 
The  tribes  who  blacken'd  in  the  fiery  blaze, 
When  Phaeton,  devious  from  the  folar  height. 
Gave  Afric's  fons  the  fable  hue  of  night. 
And  now  from  far  the  Lybian  cape  is  feen. 
Now  by  my  mandate  named  the  Cape  of  ^  Green ; 
Where  midft  the  billows  of  the  ocean  fmiles 
A  flowery  filler-train,  the  happy  ifles. 


*  Called  by  Ptolemy  Caput  JJ/tnan'um, 
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Our  onward  prows  the  murmuring  furges  lave  j 

And  now  our  veffels  plough  the  gentle  wave. 

Where  the  blue  iflands,  named  of  Hefper  old. 

Their  fruitful  bofoms  to  the  deep  unfold. 

Here  changeful  Nature  fhews  her  various  face, 

And  frolicks  o'er  the  flopes  with  wildeft  grace  : 

Here  our  bold  fleet  their  ponderous  anchors  threw. 

The  fickly  cherifh,  and  our  (lores  renew. 

From  him,  the  warlike  guardian  power  of  Spain, 

Whofe  fpear's  dread  lightning  o'er  th'  embattled  plain 

Has  oft  o'erwhelm'd  the  Moors  in  dire  difmay. 

And  fixt  the  fortune  of  the  doubtful  day  ; 

From  him  we  name  our  flation  of  repair, 

And  Jago's  name  that  ifle  (hall  ever  bear. 

The  northern  winds  now  curVd  the  blackening  main, 

Our  fails  unfurld  we  plough  the  tide  again : 

Round  Afric's  coafl  our  winding  courfe  we  fteer,  - 

Where  bending  to  the  Eaft  the  fnorcs. appear. 

Here  Jalofo  its  wide  extent  *  difplays, 

And  vaft  Mandinga  fhews  its  numerous  bays  ; 


*  The  province -of  Jalofo  lies  between  the 
two  rivers,  tke  Gambea  and  the  Zanago. 
The  latter  has  other  naracj  in  the  fevcral 
countries  through  which  it  runs.  In  its 
courfe  it  makes  many  iflands,  inhabited  only 
by  wild  iK'afts.  It  is  navigable  1^0  leagues, 
at  the  end  of  which  it  is  crofled  by  a  ftu- 
pcndcus  ridc^e  of  perpendicular  rocks,  over 
which   the  liver  ruihes  with  fuch  violence. 


that  travellers  pafs  under  it  without  any 
other  inconvenicncy  than  the  prodigious 
noifc.  The  Gambea,  or  Rio  Grannie  runs 
180  leagues,  but  is  not  fo  far  navigable.  It 
carries  more  water,  and  runs  with  lefs  noife 
than  the  other,  though  filled  with  many 
rivers  which  water  the  country  of  Mandinga. 
Both  rivers  arc  branches  of  the  Niger. 
Their  waters  have  tliis  remarkable  quality  ; 

when 
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Whofe  mountains'  fides,  though  parch'd  and  barren,  hold, 
In  copious  ftore,  the  feeds  of  beamy  ^  gold. 
The  Gambea  here  his  ferpent  journey  takes, 
And  through  the  lawns  a  thoufand  windings  makes  ; 
A  thoufand  fwarthy  tribes  his  current  laves. 
Ere  mix  his  waters  with  th'  Atlantic  waves. 
The  Gorgades  we  paft,  that  hated  ^  (hore, 
Famed  for  its  terrors  by  the  bards  of  yore ; 
Where  but  one  eye  by  Phorcus'  daughters,  fhared, 
The  lorn  beholders  inta  marble  flared; 
Three  dreadful  fitters !  down  whofe  temples  roU'd 
Their  hair  of  fnakes  in  many  a  hifling  fold. 
And  fcattering  horror  o'er  the  dreary  ftrand. 
With  fwarms  of  vipers  fow'd  the  burning  fand. 
.  Still  to  the  fouth  our  pointed  keels  we  guide, 
And  through  the  Auftral  gulph  ftill  onward  ride : 
Her  palmy  forefts  mingling  with  the  fkies, 
Leona's  rugged  fteep  behind  us  flies  s 


when  mixed  together  they  operate  as  an 
emetic^  but  when  feparate  do  not.  They 
abound  with  great  variety  of  fifhes,  and  their 
banks  are  covered  with  horfcs,  crocodiles, 
winged  ferpents,  elephants,  ounces,  wild 
boars,  with  great  numbers  of  others,  won 
dcrful  for  thd  variety  of  their  nature  and 
different  forms.     Fari   y  Sou/a. 

^  TombotUy  the  mart  cf  Mandinga  gold, 
was  greatly  rcforted  to  by  the  merchants  of 
Grand  Cairo,  Tunis,  Oran,  Tremifen, 
Fez,  Mor«cco,  &c. 


K  Contra  hoc  promontorium  (Hefperion- 
ceras)  Gorgades  infulje  narrantur,  Gorgo- 
num  quondam  domus,  bidui  navigatione 
diftantcs  a  continente,  ut  tradit  Xenophon 
Lampfaccnus.  Penetravit  in  eas  Han  no  Poe- 
norum  imperator,  prodiditque  hirta  fcemi- 
narum  corpora  viros  pcrnicitate  evafifle,  dua- 
rumque  Gorgonum  cutes  argument!  et  mira- 
culi  gratia  in  Junonis  templo  pofuit,  fpec- 
tatas  ufque  ad  Carthaginem  cap  tarn.  Plin. 
Hill.  Nat.  1.  6.  c.  31. 
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The  cape  of  palms  that  jutting  land  we  name. 
Already  confcious  of  our  nation's  ^  fame. 
Where  the  vext  waves  againft  our  bulwarks  roar, 
And  Lufian  towers  o'erlook  the  bending  fhore  : 
Our  fails  wide  fwelling  to  the  conftant  blaft, 
Now  by  the  ifle  from  Thomas  named  we  paft  j 
And  Congo's  fpacious  realm  before  us  rofe, 
Where  copious  Layra's  limpid  billow  flows ; 
A  flood  by  ancient  hero  never  feen, 
Where  many  a  temple  o'er  the  banks  of  *  green, 
Rear'd  by  the  Lufian  heroes,  through  the  night 
Of  Pagan  darknefs,  pours  the  mental  light.        ' 

'  Behind  us  now  the  northern  ocean  flrcams  5 
Lower  and  lower  ftill  the  Polc-ftar  gleams. 


^  During  the  reign  of  John  II.  the  Por- 
tuguefe  ercfted  feveral  forts,  and  acquired 
great  power  in  the  extenfive  regions  of  Gui- 
nea, j^zambuja,  a  Portugucfe  captain, 
having  obtained  leave  from  Caramanfa^  a 
Negro  Prince,  to  eredl  a  fort  on  his  terri- 
tories, an  unlucky  accident  had  almoll 
proved  fatal  to  the  difcoverers.  A  huge 
rock  lay  very  commodious  for  a  quarry ; 
the  workmen  began  on  it ;  but  this  rock, 
as  the  Devil  would  have  it,  happened  to  be 
a  Negro  God.  The  Portuguefe  were  driven 
away  by  the  enraged  wordiippers,  who  were 
afterwards  with  difficulty  pacified  by  a  pro- 
fufion  of  fuch  prefcnts  as  they  moft  eftecmed. 

*  I'hc  Portuguefe  having  brought  an  Am- 
bafTador  from  Congo  to  Lifbon  fent  him 
back  inftrudled  in  the  faith.  By  this  means 
the  King,  Queen,  and  about  ioo,oco  of 
the  people  were  baptized ;  the  idols  were 
dcftrovcd   and  churclics  built.     Soon  after 


the  Prince,  who  was  then  abfent  at  war, 
was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Aicnzc,  His 
younger  brother,  Aquitimcy  however,  would 
not  receive  the  faith,  and  the  father,  be- 
caufe  allowed  only  one  wife,  turned  apof- 
tate,  and  left  the  crown  to  his  Pagan  fon, 
who,  with  a  great  army,  furroundcd  his 
brother,  when  only  attended  by  fome  Por- 
tug:uefc  and  Chriftian  Blacks,  in  all  only 
thirry-feven.  By  the  bravery  of  thefe,  how- 
ever, Aquitimo  was  defeated,  taken,  and 
flain.  One  o{  Aquitimo' %  ofiiccrs  declared, 
they  were  not  defeated  by  the  thirty-feven 
Chriftians,  but  by  a  glorious  army  who 
fought  under  a  fhining  crofs.  The  idols 
were  again  deftroyed,  and  Alonzo  fent  his 
fons,  grandfons,  and  nephews  to  Portugal 
to  ftudy ;  two  of  whom  were  afterwards 
bifhops  in  Congo.  Extracted  from  Fariay 
Sou/a, 
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Till  paft  the  limit,  where  thercar  of  day 

Roird  o'er  our  heads,  and  pour'd  the  downward  ray : 

We  now  beheld  Califto's  ftar  ^  retire 

Beneath  the  waves,  unawed  by  Juno's  ire. 

Here,  while  the  Sun  his  polar  journeys  takes. 

His  vifit  doubled,  double  feafons  makes  ; 

Stern  winter  twice  deforms  the  changeful  year. 

And  twice  the  fpring's  gay  flowers  their  honours  rear. 

Now  prefling  onward,  pad  the  bunting  zone, 

Another  heaven  to  ancient  times  unknown. 

Its  arch'd  expanfe  of  deeper  azure  (hews ; 

Before  us  now  another  Pole  Star  glows  : 

Here  gloomy  night  aflumes  a  darker  reign. 

And  fewer  flars  infpire  the  heavenly  plain ; 

Fewer  than  thofe  that  gild  the  northern  pole. 

And  o'er  our  feas  their  glittering  chariots  roll : 

Full  to  the  fouth  a  fhining  crofs  '  appears. 

Our  heaving  breafts  the  blifsful  Omen  cheers  : 

^    According    to    fable,    Califto  was  a  from  the  appearance  of  that  figure  formed  by 

nymph  of  Diana.     Jupiter  having   afTumed  feven  ftars,  four  of  which  are  particularly 

the  figure  of  that  goddcfs,  completed   his  luminous.     Dante,   who  wrote   before   the 

amorous  defires.     On  the  difcovcry  of  her  difcovery  of  the  fouthern   hemifphere,  has 

pregnancy  Diana  drove  her  from  her  train.  thefe  remarkable  lines  in  the  firlt  canto  of 

She  fled  to  the  woods,  where  fhe  was  deli-  his  Purgatorio, 

vered  of  a  fon.     Juno  changed  them  into  r  mi  -volji  armnMrj,  e  pcft  v.tntt 

bears,  and  Jupiter  placed  them  in  heaven,  M' al ro  puh^  e  vidi  ijuattro  jhlU 

where  they  form  the  conflellation  of  Urfa  Ncn -vifie  mciy  futr  cb'  alia  prima  gcnt^, 

major  and  minor,     Juno  Hill  enraged,  en-  Voltaire  fomewhereobferves,  that  this  looked 

treated  Thetis  never  to  fuffer  Califto  to  bathe  like  a  prophecy,  when,  in  the  fucce^ding 

in  the  fea.     This  is*founded  on  the  appear-  age,  thefe  four  ftars  were  known  to  be  near 

ance  of  the  northern  polc-ftar,  to  the  inha-  the  Antartic  jxile.     Dante,  however,  fpoke 

bitants  of  our  hemifphere  :  but  when  Gama  allegorically  of  the  four  cardinal  viitucs. 

approached  the  auftral  pole,  the  northern.  In  the  fouthern  hemifphere,  as   Camoens 

df  confequence,  dilappeared  under  the  waves.  obferves,  the  nights  are  darker  than  in   the 

^  The  conftellation  of  the  fouthern  pole  was  northern,  the  (kies  being  adorned  with  much 

called  The  Crojs  by  the  Portuguefe  failors,  fewer  ftars. 

C  c  Seven 
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Seven  radiant  ftars  compofe  the  hallow'd  fign 
That  rofe  ftill  higher  o'er  the  wavy  brine. 
Beneath  this  fouthern  axle  of  the  world 
Never,  with  daring  fearch,  was  flag  unfurFd  5 
Nor  pilot  knows  if  bounding  fhores  are  placed, 
Or  if  one  dreaiy  fea  overflow  the  lonely  wafte. 

While  thus  our  keels  ftill  onward  boldly  ftray'd, 
Now  toft  by  tempefts,  now  by  calms  delay'd, 
To  tell  the  terrors  of  the  deep  untry'd, 
What  toils  we  fufFer'd,  and  what  ftorms  defy'd  5 
What  rattling  deluges  the  black  clouds  pour'd. 
What  dreary  weeks  of  folid  darknefs  lour'd  -, 
What  mountain  furges  mountain  furges  lafli'd, 
What  fudden  hurricanes  the  canvas  dafti'd ; 
What  burfting  lightnings,  with  inceflant  flare> 
Kindled  in  one  wide  flame  the  burning  air ; 
What  roaring  thunders  bellow'd  o'er  our  head. 
And  feem'd  to  ftiake  the  reeling  ocean's  bed : 
To  tell  each  horror  on  the  deep  reveal'd. 
Would  afk  aii  iron  throat  with  tenfold  vigour  "  fteel'd: 
Thofe  dreadful  wonders  of  the  deep  I  faw. 
Which  fill  the  failor's  breaft  with  facred  awe  j 


*  No  ft,  mihi  fi  lingua  centum  funtf  traque  centum, 

Eerrea  i;ox,  omnes  fcelerum  comprendere formas.  En.  VI. 

And 
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And  which  the  fages,  of  their  learning  vain, 

Efteem  the  phantoms  of  the  dreamful  brain : 

That  living  fire,  by  fea-men  held  "*  divine, 

Of  heaven's  own  care  in  ftorms  the  holy  fign. 

Which  midft  the  horrors  of  the  tempeft  plays, 

And  on  the  blaft's  dark  wings  will  gaily  blaze; 

Thofe  eyes  diftiniSt  have  feen  that  living  fire 

Glide  through  the  florm,  and  round  my  fails  afpire. 

And  oft,  while  wonder  thriird  my  breaft,  mine  eyes 

To  heaven  have  feen  the  watery  columns  rife. 

Slender  at  firft  the  fubtle  fume  appears. 

And  writhing  round  and  round  its  volume  rears : 

Thick  as  a  maft  the  vapour  fwells  its  fize, 

A  curling  whirlwind  lifts  it  to  the  fkies; 

The  tube  now  ftraitens,  now  in  width  extends. 

And  in  a  hovering  cloud  its  fummit  ends  : 

Still  gulp  on  gulp  it  fucks  the  rifing  tide, 

And  now  the  cloud,  with  cumbrous  weight  fupply'd, 

"  That  living  firfy  hy  fea-men  held  di<vine  In  the  expedition  of  the  Golden  Fleece, 
Is  thus  accounted  for  in  natural  hillory.  in  a  violent  tempeft  thcfe  fires  were  feen  to 
The  fulphurcous  vapours  of  the  air,  after  hover  over  thelieads  of  Caftor  and  Pollux, 
being  violently  agitated  by  a  tempeft,  unite,  who  were  two  of  the  Argonauts,  and  a 
and  when  the  humidity  begins  to  fubiide,  as  calm  immediately  enfued.  After  the  apo- 
is  the  cafe  when  the  ftorm  is  almoft  ex-  theofes  of  thefe  heroes,  the  Grecian  failors 
haufted,  by  the  agitation  of  their  atoms  they  invoked  thefe  fires  by  the  names  of  Caftor 
take  fire,  and  are  attrafted  by  the  mafts  and  Pollux,  or  the  fans  of  Jupiter,  The 
and  cordage  of  the  fhip.  Being  thus  na-  Athenians  called  them  Sftrr^^i?,  Sa^uiours ; 
turally  the  pledges  of  the  approaching  calm,  and  Homer,  in  his  hymn  to  Caftor  and  Pol- 
it  is  no  wonder  that  the  fuperftition  of  lux,  fays, 
failors  fhould  in  all  ages  have  efteemcd  them 

divine,   and  Uavrai^  oifjietTet  ^ca^fl^  '»'o»'8  aipicriVi  o»  ^l  l^otrt^ 

Of  heaven  t  9wn  care  injlormt  tHe  boljjigrt,  Ti%cec¥,   waiva-ccvro  J*  oi^v^To  wofoto. 

C  c  2  Full- 
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Full-gorged;  and  blackening,  fpreads,  and  moves,  more  flow, 

And  waving  trembles  to  the  waves  below. 

Thus  when  to  (hun  the  fummer's  fultry  beam 

The  thirfty  heifer  feeks  the  cooling  ftream. 

The  eager  horfe-leech  fixing  on  her  lips, 

Her  blood  with  ardent  throat  infatiate  fips. 

Till  the  gorged  glutton,  fwell'd  beyond  her  fize. 

Drops  from  her  wounded  hold,  and  burfting  dies. 

So  burfts  the  cloud,  overloaded  with  its  freight. 

And  the  dafh'd  ocean  daggers  with  the  weight. 

But  fay,  ye  fages,  who  can  weigh  the  caufe. 

And  trace  the  fecret  fprings  of  Nature's  laws. 

Say,  why  the  wave,  of  bitter  brine  erewhile. 

Should  to  the  bofom  of  the  deep  recoil 

Robb'd  of  its  fait,  and  from  the  cloud  diftill 

Sweet  as  the  waters  of  the  limpid  **  rill  ? 

Ye  fons  of  boaftful  wifdom,  famed  of  yore, 

Whofe  feet  unwearied  wander'd  many  a  fhore, 

From  Nature's  wonders  to  withdraw  the  veil. 

Had  you  with  me  unfurl'd  the  daring  fail, 


•  In  this  book,  particularly  in  the  defcrip-  wocatur  et  columnay  cum  fpij/atus  burner  ri^ 

tion   of  Maflilia,   the  Gorgades,    the  fires  gen/aue  sp[e  fe  fuftintty  et  in  longam  *veluti 

called  Caftor  and  Pollux,  and   the  water-  fiftulam  nubes  aquam  trahit.     When  the  vio- 

fpout,  Camoens  has  happily  imitated  the  lent  heat  attracts  the  waters  to  rife  in  the 

manner  of  Lucan.     It  is  probable  that  Ca-  form  of  a  tube,  the  marine  falts  arc  left 

moens,  in  his  voyage  te  the  Eall-Indies,  was  behind  by  the  aflion  of  rarefadion,  being 

an  eye  witnefs  of  the  phaenomena  of  the  too  grofs  and  fixed  to  afcend.     It  is  thus, 

%x^%  and  water-fpout.     The  latter  is  thus  when  the  overloaded  vapour  burfts,  that  it 

dcfcribed  by  Pliny,  1.  2.  c.  51.     Fit  et  ca^  defcends 

iigo^  bellua  fimilit  nubes  dira  navigantibus  Sweet  as  the  waters  of  the  limfiJ  rill. 

Had 
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Had  view'd  the  wondrous  fcenes  mine  eyes  furvey'd, 

What  feeming  miracles  the  deep  difplay'd, 

What  fecret  virtues  various  Nature  fhew'd, 

Oh  !  heaven  !  with  what  a  fire  your  page  had  glow'd  ! 

And  now  fince  wandering  o'er  the  foamy  fpray, 
Our  brave  Armada  held  her  venturous  way, 
Five  times  the  changeful  Emprefs  of  the  night 
Had  fiird  her  (hining  horns  with  (liver  light, 
When  fudden  from  the  main-top's  airy  round 
Land,  land,  is  ecchoed  — At  the  joyful  found. 
Swift  to  the  crowded  decks  the  bounding  crew  • 
On  wings  of  hope  and  fluttering  tranfport  flew, 
And  each  flrain'd  eye  with  acning  fight  explores 
The  wide  horizon  of  the  eaftern  fhores  : 
As  thin  blue  clouds  the  mountain  fummits  rife, 
And  now  the  lawns  falute  our  joyful  eyes ; 
Loud  through  the  fleet  the  ecchoing  (houts  prevail. 
We  drop  the  anchor,  and  reftrain  the  fail  -, 
And  now  defcending  in  a  fpacious  bay. 
Wide  o'er  the  coaft  the  venturous  foldiers  ftray, 
To  fpy  the  wonders  of  the  fpacious  fhore, 
Where  ft  ranger's  foot  had  never  trod  before. 
I  and  my  pilots  on  the  yellow  fand 
Explore  beneath  what  fky  the  ftiores  expand. 


igg 


That 
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That  fage  device,  whofe  wonderous  ufe  proclaims 
Th'  immortal  honour  of  its  authors'  ^  names, 
The  Sun's  height  meafured,  and  my  compafs  fcann'd, 
The  painted  globe  of  ocean  and  of  land. 
Here  we  perceived  our  venturous  keels  had  paft 
Unharm'd  the  w^intery  tropick's  howling  blaft ; 
And  now  approach'd  dread  Neptune's  fecret  reign, 
Where  the  ftern  Power,  as  o'er  the  frozen  plain 
He  rides,  wide  fcatters  from  the  polar  ftar 
Hail,  ice,  and  fnow,  and  all  the  wintery  war. 
While  thus  attentive  on  the  beach  we  flood. 
My  foldiers,  haftening  from  the  upland  wood. 
Right  to  the  fhore  a  trembling  Negro  brought. 
Whom  on  the  foreft-height  by  force  they  caught, 
As  diftant  wander'd  from  the  call  of  home, 
He  fuck'd  the  honey  from  the  porous  comb. 
Horror  glared  in  his  look,  and  fear  extreme 
In  mein  more  wild  than  brutal  Polypheme : 
No  word  of  rich  Arabia's  tongue  he  knew, 
Nor  fign  could  anfwer,  nor  our  gems  would  view  : 
From  garments  flriped  with  fliining  gold  he  turn'd. 
The  flarry  diamond  and  the  filver  fpurn'd. 


p  Tl'af  fage  dc<vtce  —  The  Aflrolabium,  11.  by  two  Jew  Phyficians,  named  Roderic 

an  inftrument  of  infinite  fervice  in  naviga-  and  Jjofeph.  It  is  afTerted  by  feme  that  they 

Cion,  by  which  the  altitude  of  the  fun,  and  were  aflilled  by  Martin  of  Bohemia,  a  cele- 

diftance  of  tlie  ftars  is  •taken.     It  was   in-  brated  Mathematician.  Partly  from  Cailcra. 

vented  in  Portugal  during  the  reign  of  John  Vid.  BaiTOS,  Dec.  i.  1,  4.  c.  2. 

Strait 
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Strait  at  my  nod  are  worthlefs  trinkets  brought ; 
Roiyid  bead^  of  chryftal  as  a  bracelet  wrought, 
A  cap  of  red,  and  dangling  on  a  firing 
Some  little  belk  of  brafs  before  him  ring : 
,A  wide-mouth'd  laugh  confeft  his  barbarous  joy, 
And  both  his  hands  he  raifed  to  grafp  the  toy. 
Pleafed  with  thefe  gifts  we  fet  the  favage  free. 
Homeward  he  iprings  away,  and  bounds  with  glee. 

Soon  as  the  gleamy  ftreaks  of  purple  morn 
The  lofty  foreft's  topmoft  boughs  adorn, 
Down  the  fteep  mountain's  fide,  yet  hoar  with  dew, 
A  naked  crowd,  and  black  as  night  their  hue. 
Come  tripping  to  the  ftiore :  Their  wifhful  eyes 
Declare  what  tawdry  trifles  moft  they  prize  : 
Thefe  to  their  hopes  were  given,  and,  void  of  fear. 
Mild  feem'd  their  manners,  and  their  looks  fincere. 
A  bold  rafh  youth,  ambitious  of  the  fame 
Of  brave  adventurer,  Velofe  his  name. 
Through  pathlefs  brakes  their  homeward  fteps  attends. 
And  on  his  fingle  arm  for  help  depends. 
Long  was  his  flay  :  my  earnefl  eyes  explore. 
When  rufhing  down  the  mountain  to  the  fhore 
I  mark'd  him  ;  terror  urged  his  rapid  flrides, 
And  foon  Coello's  fkifF  the  wave  divides* 

Yet 
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Yet  ere  his  friends  advanced,  the  treacherous  foe 
Trod  on  his  lateft  fteps,  and  aim'd  the  blow. 
Moved  by  the  danger  of  a  youth  fo  brave, 
Myfelf  now  fnatch'd  an  oar,  and  fprung  to  fave  : 
WHen  fudden,  blackening  down  the  mountain's  height, 
Another  crowd  purfued  his  panting  flight ; 
And  foon  an  arrowy  and  a  flinty  fliower 
Thick  o'er  our  heads  the  fierce  barbarians  pour. 
Nor  pour'd  in  vain ;  a  feathered  arrow  fl:ood 
Fix'd  ^  in  my  leg,  and  drank  the  gufliing  blood. 


*!  Camoens,  in  dcfaibing  the  adventure 
of  Fernaniio  Velr/c,  by  departing  from  the 
iruih  cf  hiftory,  has  Ihewn  liis  judgment  as 
a  Poet.  The  Place  where  the  Portuguefo 
landed  they  named  the  Bay  of  St,  tleUn, 
They  caught  one  of  two  negroes,  fays 
Fariay  who  were  bufied  in  gathering  honey 
on  a  mountain.  Their  behaviour  to  this 
favage,  whom  they  gratified  with  a  r<^^  cap, 
fome  glaffes  and  bells,  induced  him  to  bring 
a  number  of  his  companions  for  the  like 
trifles.  Though  fome  who  accompanied 
Gama  were  (killed  in  the  various  Ethiopic 
languages,  not  one  of  the  natives  could 
und'criland  them.  A  commerce  however 
was  commenced  by  figns  and  gcllurcs. 
Gama  behr.vcd  to  thf m  with  great  civility  ; 
the  fleet  was  chearfully  fiipplied  with  {y^^ 
proviflons,  for  which  the  natives  received 
cloaihs  and  trinkets.  But  this  friendiLip 
was  foon  interrupted  by  a  young  rafh  Por- 
tuGjucfe.  Having  coniradcd  an  intimacy 
with  fome  of  the  negroes  he  obtained  leave 
to  penetrate  into  the  country  along  with 
them,  to  obferve  their  habitations  and 
llrenf^th.  They  conduced  him  to  tlieir 
huts  with  great  good  nature,  and  :  placed 
before  him,  what  they  eflecmed  an  elegant 
rcpart,  a  fea-calf  drefled  in  the  way  of 
tht-ir  country.  This  fo  much  difgurted  the 
delicate  Poitu^'U.'fe,  that  he  inflantlygct  up 
and  abruptly  left  them.  Nor  did  they  op- 
pofc  his  de^Mrturc,  but  accompanied  him 


with  the  greatell  innocence.  As  fear,  how- 
ever is  always  jealous,  he  imagined  they 
were  leading  him  as  a  vidim  to  flaughter. 
No  fooner  did  he  come  near  the  (hips,  than 
he  called  aloud  for  afllflance.  Cocllo's  boat 
immediately  fet  oiF  for  his  rcfcue.  The 
Ethiopians  fled  to  the  woods  ;  and  now 
efteeming  the  Portuguefe  as  a  band  of  law- 
Icfs  plunderers,  they  provided  themfclves 
with  arms,  and  lay  in  ambufh.  Their 
weapons  were  javelins,  headed  with  fliort 
pieces  of  horn,  which  they  throw  with 
great  dexterity.  Soon  after,  while  Gama 
and  fome  of  his  officers  were  on  the  flicrc 
taking  the  altitude  of  the  fun  by  the  aftrok- 
bium,  they  were  fuddenly  and  with  great 
fury  attacked  by  the  ambufti  from  the  woods. 
Several  were  much  wounded,  multcs  con'vul- 
iierant^  inter  quosGamain  pede  vulnus  accepit^ 
and  Gama  received  a  wound  in  the  foot. 
The  Admiral  made  a  fpeedy  retreat  to  the 
fleet,  prudently  chufmg  rather  to  leave  the 
negroes  the  honour  of  the  vidory,  than  to 
rifquc  the  life  of  one  man  in  a  quarrel  fo 
foreign  to  the  dellination  of  his  cxpcditioii, 
and  where,  to  imprefs  the  terror  cf  his  arms 
could  be  of  no  fcrvice  to  his  intereft.  When 
he  came  nearer  to  the  Eaft-Indies  he  a6lcd 
in  a  diftcrent  manner.  He  then  made  him- 
fclf  dreaded  wherexcr  the  treachery  of  the 
natives  provoked  his  refcntment.  OoUeded 
from  Faria  and  Ojlriuu 

Vengeance 
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Vengeance  as  fudden  every  wound  repays, 

Full  on  their  fronts  our  flafhing  lightnings  blaze  i 

Their  fhrieks  of  horror  inftant  pierce  the  fky, 

And  wing'd  with  fear  at  fuUeft  fpeed  they  fly. 

Long  tracks  of  gore  their  fcatter'd  flight  betray 'd, 

And  now  Velofo  to  the  fleet  convey'd. 

His  fportful  mates  his  brave  exploits  demand, 

And  what  the  curious  wonders  of  the  land : 

"  Hard  was  the  hill  to  climb,  my  valiant  friend^ 

*•  But  oh  !  how  fmooth  and  eafy  to  defcend ! 

"  Well  haft  thou  proved  thy  fwiftnefs  for  the  chacc, 

"  And  fhewn  thy  matchlefs  merit  in  the  race  !" 

With  look  unmoved  the  gallant  youth  reply'd, 

*'  For  you,  my  friends,  my  fieeteft  fpeed  was  try*d  ; 

"  Twas  you  the  fierce  barbarians  meant  to  flay ; 

"  For  you  I  fear'd  the  fortune  of  the  day ; 

"  Your  danger  great  without  mine  aid  I  knew, 

"  And  '  fwift  as  lightning  to  your  refcue  flew." 


'  The  critics,    particularly   the  French,  ^yftersj  nor  tJuouU  Ibe  fttrms  frighten  him, 

have  vehemently  declaimed  againll  the  leaft  See  ho<w  he  di'vesfrom  his  chariot  dinun  /# 

mixture  of  the  Comic,  with  the  dignity  of  the  /and  /   What  excellent   di'uers  are  the 

the  Epic  Poem.     It  is  necdlefs  to  enter  into  Trojans!    Virgil,  the  moft  jodicions  of  all 

any  defence  of  this  pafTage  of  Camoens,  Poets,  defcends  even   to  borlefque,  where 

farther  than  to  obferve,  that  Homer»  Virgil,  the  commander  of  a  galley  tumbles  the 

and  Milton  have  oiFended  the  critics  in  the  Pilot  into  the  fea  : 

fame  manner,  and  that  this  piece  of  raillery  Segnemque  Mentttm 

in  the  Lufiad  is  by  much  the  politcft,  and  the  ^*  ««'''  pracipitem  puppi  detur^t  ah  aht. 

leaft  rcprehcnfible  of  any  thing  of  the  kind  ^  I'V^'f  "'Z"^;  '^  'f ~^  raUitusimc  if 

in  the  four  Poets.     In  Homer  are  feveral  ^sZ^Z]t]i'.^^^^^ 

ftrokes  of  low  raillery.  PatrOCluS  having  killed  Vlum  a  /ahentem  TeueH^et  rifirfnatinttm  J 

Hedlor's  charioteer,   puns  thus   on  his    fud-  Etfa/fos  rident  revomntm  piaortfiuauu 

den  fall.     *•  //  //  a  pity  he  is  not  nearer  the  And  though  the  character  of  the  Q)eaken» 

fea !     He  luould  foon  catch   abundance  of  the  ingenious  defence  which  has  been  of- 

D  d                                                          fered 
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His  red  eyes  glowing  from  their  dufky  caves 
Shot  livid  fires :  Far  ecchoing  o'er  the  waves 
His  voice  refounded,  as  the  cavern'd  ftiore 
With  hollow  groan  repeats  the  tempeft's'^  roar. 
Cold  gliding  horrors  thrill'd  each  hero's  breaft. 
Our  briftling  hairs  and  tottering  knees  confeft 
Wild  dread,  the  while  with  vifage  ghaftly  wan^ 
His  black  lips  trembling,  thus  the  fiend  began :  • 


•  The  partiality  of  Tranflators  and  Editors 
is  become  aim  oft  proverbial.  The  admi* 
ration  of  their  author  is  fuppofed  when  they 
undertake  to  introduce  him  to  the  public ; 
that  admiration  therefore,  may  without  a 
blufh  be  confefTed  ;  but  if  the  reputation  of 
judgment  is  valued,  all  the  jealoufy  of  dr* 
cumfpe^ion  is  neceflary,  for  the  tranfition 
from  admiration  to  partiaUty  and  hypercri- 
ticifm  is  not  only  eafy,  but  to  onefelt  often 
imperceptible.  Yet  however  guarded  againft 
this  partiality  of  hypercriticifm  the  Tran- 
flator  of  Camoens  may  deem  himfelf,  he  is 
aware  that  fome  of  his  colder  readers,  may 
perhaps,  in  the  following  inftance  accure^ 
him  of  it.  Regardlefs  however  of  \^<t/ang 
froid  of  thofe  who  judge  by  authority  and 
not  by  their  own  feelings,  he  will  venture 
to  appeal  to  the  few  whofe  tafte,  though 
formed  by  the  claDTcs,  is  untainted  with  claf- 
fical  prejudices.  To  thefe  he  will  appeal, 
and  to  thefe  he  will  venture  the  aflertion, 
thai  the  fidion  of  the  apparition  of  the  Cape 
of  Tempefts,  in  fublimity  and  awful  gran- 
deur of  imagination,  Hands  unfurpaiTed  in 

human  compofition. Voltaire,  and  the 

foreign  Critics,  have  confefTed  its  merit.  — 
In  the  prodigy  of  the  Harpies  in  the^neid, 
neither  the 

Virgina  -uolucrum  vultuiy  ftedijimi  wntris 
Prc/uvies,  unca^ue  mantis,  et  pAtlida  Jemper 
Orafame  : 

Though  Virgil,  to  heighten  the.  defcription, 
introduces  it  with 


nee  fcevior  uUa 


Ptfiii  n  ira  Dtum  Stygiisjefe  extulit  undis  : 


Nor  the  predi£lions  of  the  harpy  CeJ^tm^ 
can,  in  point  of  dignity,  bear  any  corn* 
parifon  with  the  fidlion  of  Camoens.  The 
noble  and  admired  defcription  of  Fame,  in 
the  fourth  ^neid,  may  feem  indeed  te 
challenge  competition : 

Fama,  malum  quo  ficn  mliud  trekdu^  uUum  : 
MohtUtaie  viget,  virejqut  acfuirit  eundo  : 
ParH'a  metu  priml ;  mtxftfi  attoUit  in  auras, 
Ingrediturque  Joloy  (sf  caput  inter  nubila  condit  : 
lUam  Terra  parent^  ira  irritata  Deorum, 
Exiremam  (utperbibent)  Ceec  Enceladoquefircnm 
Prpgenuit ;  pedibus  cderem  et  perm'cihus  alit  : 
Mmfirum  birrendum,  ingens  {    eui  quti  fmH  €»rptn 

pluma^ 
Tot  vigiks  oculi  Juhter  (mirahiU  difht) 
Ttf/  lingua  i  tot  idem  ora  Jonant,  totfuhrigit  aura, 
Ncfle  vo/at  C4kU  medio  terrgtque,  per  umbram 
Strident f  nee  dulci  dtctinat  lumina  femno  : 
Luce  fedet  cujios,  aut  jummi  culmiue  teffi, 
Turribtts  aut  altii,  et  magnm  territat  urbet. 

Fame,  the  great  ill,  from  fmall  beginoingt  grows; 
Swift  from  the  firO,  and  every  moment  brings 
New  vigour  to  her  flights,  new  pinions  to  her 

wingi 
Soon  grows  the  Pigmy  to  gigantic  fizc. 
Her  feet  on  earth,  her  forehead  in  the  flues : 
Ir,  raged  again  A  the  Gods,  revengeful  Earth 
Produced  her  laft  of  the  Titanian  biith. 
Swift  in  her  walk,  more  f*itt  her  winged  kaAe, 
A  monf^rous  phantom,  horrible  and  vaft  j 
As  many  plumes  as  raife  her  lofty  flight. 
So  many  piercing  eyes  enlarge  her  fight : 
Millions  of  opening  mouths  to  Fame  belong. 
And  every  mouth  is  furnifh'd  with  a  tongue. 
And  round  with  liftning  ears  the  flying  plague 

is  hung  J 
She  fills  the  peaceful  univerfe  with  cries. 
No  numbers  everclofc  her  wakeful  eyes  j 
By  day  from  lofty  towers  her  head  fhe  ihewi.— * 

Da  YD. 

The 
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O  you,  the  boldeft  of  the  nations,  fired 
By  daring  pride,  by  luft  of  fame  infpired, 
Who  fcornful  of  the  bowers  of  fweet  repofe, 
Through  thefe  my  waves  advance  your  daring  prows, 
Regardlefs  of  the  lengthening -watery  way, 
And  all  the  ftorms  that  own  my  fovereign  fway, 
Who  mid  furrounding  rocks  and  fhelves  explore 
Where  never  hero  braved  my  rage  before ; 
Ye  fons  of  Lufus,  who  with  eyes  profane 
Have  view'd  the  fecrets  of  my  awful  reign. 
Have  pafs'd  the  bounds  which  jealous  Nature  drew 
To  veil  her  fecret  flirine  from  mortal  view  s 


zoy 


The  Mohilitate  *viget,  the  Fires  acquirit 
iundoy  the  Par<va  metu  primo^  Sec.  the  Ca- 
put inter  nubila  condit^  the  pluma^  oculi 
lingua^  or  Of  and  aures^  the  N'.de  ^volat^  the 
T^uce  fedet  cu/ios,  and  the  Magnas  territat 
urbesf  are  all  very  great,  and  finely  ima- 
gined. But  the  whole  pi6lure  is  the  ofF- 
Ipring  of  careful  attention  and  judgment; 
it  is  a  noble  difplay  of  the  calm  majeily  of 
Virgil,  but  it  has  not  the  enthufiafm  of  that 
heat  of  fpontaneous  conception,  which  the 
ancients  honoured  with  the  name  of  infpi- 
ration.  The  fiftion  of  Camoens,  on  the 
contrary,  is  the  genuine  efi^iiion  of  the  glow 
•f  poetical  imagination.  The  defcription 
of  the  fpeAre,  the  awfulnefs  of  the  pre- 
didion,  and  the  horror  that  breathes  through 
the  whole,  till  the  phantom  is  interrupted 
by  Gama,  are  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  wild 
and  grand  terrific  of  an  Homer,  or  a  Shake- 
fpearc.  But  however  Camoens  may,  in 
this  paffage,  have  excelled  Virgil,  he  him- 
felf  is  infinitely  furpafled  by  two  pafifages  of 
Holy  Writ.  *•  A  thin?  ijjas  fccretly  hr ought 
to  /«f,"  fays  the  Author  of  the  book  of  Job, 
**  and  mine  ear  recei'ved  a  little  thereof.  In 
though: s  from  the  'vijions  of  the  nighty  fwhen 
deep  flee p  fall eth  on  mcn^  fear  came  upon  m$ 


and  tremblings  nvhich  made  all  my  Bones  to 
fhake  :  then  a  fpirit  paj/ed  before  my  face ; 
the  hair  of  my  flejh  flood  up  :  It  flood  fliU^ 
but  I  could  not  dif  ern  the  form  thereof:  an 
image  was  before  mine  eyes,  there  ivas  filence^ 
and  I  heard  a  voice  :  Shall  mortal  man  bi 
more  jufl  than  God  /  fl^all  a  man  bt  mon 
pure  than  his  Maker  !  Behold  be  put  no  trufl 
•  in  bis  fer*uants,  and  bis  angels  hi  charged 
ijui'h folly:  hoiu  much  left  them  that  dwell 
in  houfes  of  clay,  tuhofe  foundation  is  in  tbt 
dufly  and 'who  are  cruflsed  before  the  moth  ! 

This  whole  pa/Tage,  particularly  the  indif* 
tinguifhable  form  and  the  filence,  are  as  fupe- 
rior  to  Camoens  in  the  inimitably  wild  terri* 
fie,  as  the  following;  from  the  Apocalypfe,  is 
in  grandeur  of  defcription.  ^^Andl  fanvano- 
ther  mighty  angel  come  doivn  from  heaven^ 
cloathed <witb a  cloud,  and arainbotonvas  upon 
his  head,  his  face  nuas  as  it  'were  the  fun,  and 
his  feet  as  ptllars  of  fire  ....  and  he  fet 
his  right  foot  upon  the  fea,  and  his  left  foot 
uion  the  earth,  and  cried  *with  a  loud  voice, 
as  *when  a  lion  roar  eth  .  •  .  .  •  and  he  lifted 
up   his  hanJ    to   heaven,  andfivare  by  Him 

that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever, that 

Timefljould  be  no  more* 

Hear 
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Heai*  from  my  lips  what  direful  woes  attend^ 
And  burfting  foon  fhall  o*er  your  race  defceni 

With  every  bounding  keel  that  dares  my  rage, 
Eternal  war  my  rocks  and  ftorms  (hall  wage. 
The  next  proud  fleet  that  through  my  drear  'domain^ 
With  daring  fearch  fhall  hoift  the  ftreaming  vane. 
That  gallant  navy  by  my  whirlwinds  toft, 
And  raging  feas  fhall  perifh  on  my  coaft  : ' 
Then  He  who  firft  my  fecret  reign  defcried 
A  naked  corfe  wide  floating  o'er  the  tide 

Shall  drive Unlefs  my  heart's  full  raptures  fail, 

O  Lufus  !  oft  fhalt  thou  thy  children  wail ; 

Each  year  thy  fhipwreck'd  fons  fhalt  thou  deplore. 

Each  year  thy  fheeted  mafb  fhall  ftrew  my  fliore. 

With  trophies  plumed  behold  an  Hero  come  *, 
Ye  dreary  wilds,  prepare  his  yawning  tomb. 

■  The  next  froud  fleet. On  the  return  tained  feveral  great  viAorics  over  the  Mo- 

of  Gama  to  Portugal,  a  fleet  of  thirteen  hammedans  and  Pagans.     He  was  the  firft 

fail,  under  the  command  of  Pedro  Alvarez  who  conquered  Quiloa  and  MombaflTaor,. 

Cabral.wasfcnt  out  on  the  fecondA'oyagcto  Mombaze.     On  his  return  to  Portugal  he 

India,  where  the  admiral  with  only  fix  mips  put   into  the  bay  of  Saldanna,   near  the 

arrived.     The  reft  were  moftly  deftroyed  -Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  take  in  water  and 

by  a  terrible  tempeft  at  the  Cape  •of  Good  provifions.     The   rudenefs  of  one    of  hit 

Hope,    which    lafted    twenty  days.     The  iervants  produced  a  quarrel  with  the  Caf- 

day-timc,  fays  Farias  was  fo  dark  that  the  fres,  or  Hottentots.     His  attendants,  much 

failors  could  fcarcely  fee  each  other,  or  hear  againft  his  will,  forced  him  to  march  aeainft 

what  was  faid  for  the  horrid  noife  of  the  the  blacks.     "  Ah,  whither  (he  exclaimed) 

winds.   Among  thofe  who  periflied  was  the  "  will  you  carry  the  infirm  man  of  fixty 

celebrated  Barfholomeiv  Diazj  who  was  the  **  years."     After  plundering  a  miferable 

firft  modern  difcoverer  of  the  Cape  of  Good  village,  on  the  return  to   their  fhips  they 

Hope,  which  he  named  tlie  Cape  of  Tem-  were   attacked  by  a  fuperior   number  of 

pefts.  CafFres,  who  fought  with  fuch  fury  in  rcf- 

*  BehcU  an  hero  come Don  Framifco  cue  of  their  children,  whom  the  Portugueie 

#/(f  Almcyda,     He  was  the  firft  Portuguefe  had  fcized,  that  the  viceroy  and  iihy  of  his 

viceroy  of  India,  in  which  country  he  ob-  attendants  were  flain. 

Though 
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Though  fmiling  fortune  bleft  his  youthful  morn, 
Though  glory's  rays  his  laurePd  brows  adorn. 
Full  oft  though  he  beheld  with  fparkling  eye 
The  Turkifti  moons  in  wild  confufion  fly, 
While  he,  proud  vi6lor,  thunder'd  in  the  rear. 
All,  all  his  mighty  fame  fhall  vanifli  here. 
Quiloa's  fons,  and  thine  Mombaze,  fhall  fee 
Their  conqueror  bend  his  laurel'd  head  to  me; 
While  proudly  mingling  with  the  tempefl's  founds 
Their  fhouts  of  joy  from  every  cliff  rebound. 

The  howling  blaft,  ye  flumbering  florms  prepare, 
A  youthful  Lover  and  his  beauteous  Fair, 
Triumphant  fail  from  India's  ravaged  land  y 
His  evil  angel  leads  him  to  my  jftrand. 
Through  the  torn  hulk  the  dafhing  waves  fhall  roar, 
The  fhatter'd  wrecks  fhall  blacken  all  my  fhore. 
Themfelves  efcapcd,  defpoil'd  by  favage  hands. 
Shall  naked  wander  o'er  the  burning  fands. 
Spared  by  the  waves  far  deeper  woes  to  bear. 
Woes  even  by  me  acknowledged  with  a  tear. 
Their  infant  race,  the  promifed  heirs  of  joy. 
Shall  now  no  more  an  hundred  hands  employ ; 
By  cruel  want,  beneath  the  parents'  eye. 
In  thefe  wide  wafles  their  infant  race  fhall  die ; 
Through  dreary  wilds  where  never  Pilgrim  trod. 
Where  caverns  yawn  and  rocky  fragments  nod. 
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The  haplcfs  Lover  and  his  Bride  (hall  ftray. 
By  night  unfhelter'd,  and  forlorn  by  day.. 
In  vain  the  Lover  o*er  the  tracklefs  plain 
Shall  dart  his  eyes,  and  cheer  his  fpoufe  in  vain. 
Her  tender  limbs,  and  breaft  of  mountain  fnow, 
Where  ne'er  before  intruding  blaft  might  blow, 
Parch'd  by  the  fun,  and  fhrivell'd  by  the  cold 
Of  dewy  night,  (hall  he,  fond  man,  behold. 
Thus  wand'ring  wide,  a  thoufand  ills  o'erpaft, 
In  fond  embraces  they  (hall  fmk  at  laft  5 
While  pitying  tears  their  dying  eyes  overflow. 
And  the  laft  (igh  (hall  wail  each  other's  "*  woe. 


»  This  poetical  defcription  of  the  miFe- 
rable  cataftrophe  of  Don  Emmanuel  de 
Souza,  and  his  beautiful  fpoufe  Leonora  de 
Sa,  is  by  no  means  exaggerated.  He  was 
feveral  years  governor  of  Diu  in  India, 
where  he  amafled  immenfe  wealth.  On 
his  return  to  his  native  country,  the  (hip  in 
which  was  his  lady^  -all  his  -riches,  and 
five  hundred  men,  his  failors  and  domeftics, 
was  dafhed  to  pieces  «on  the  rocks  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Don  Emmanuel, 
his  ladv,  and  three  children,  with  four 
hundred  of  the  crew  efcaped,  having  only 
faved  a  few  arms  and  proWfions.  As  they 
marched  through  the  wild  uncultivated  dc- 
ferts,  fome  died  of  famine,  of  thirft,  and 
fatigue  ;  others,  who  wandered  from  the 
main  body  in  fearch  of  water,  were  mur- 
dered by  the  favages,  or  dcftroyed  "by  the 
wild  beads.  They  arrived  at  laft  at  a  vil- 
lage inhabited  by  Ethiopian  banditti.  At 
firft  they  were  courteoufly  received,  but  the 
barbarians,  having  unexpectedly  feized  their 
arms,  ftripped  the  whole  company  naked, 
and  left  them  deftitute  to  the  mercy  of  the 
defert.  The  wretchednefs  of  the  delicate 
and  cxpofed  Leonora  was  encreafed  by 
the  brutal  infults  of  the   negroes.      Her 


hufhand,  unable  'to  relieve,  beheld  her 
miferies.  After  having  travelled  about  500 
leagues,  her  legs  fwelled,  her  feet  bleeding 
at  every  flep,  and  her  ftrength  exhauHecn 
(he  funk  down,  and  with  the  fand  co- 
vered herfclf  to  the  neck,  to  conceal  her 
nakednefs.  In  this  dreadful  fituation,  fhe 
'beheld  two  of  her  children  expire.  Her  own 
death  foon  followed.  Her  hulband,  who 
had  been  long  enamoured  of  her  beauty, 
received  her  laft  breath  in  a  diftrafted  em- 
brace. Immediately  he  fnatched  his  third 
child  in  his  arms,  and  uttering  flie  moft  la- 
mentable cries,  he  ran  into  the  thickeft  of 
the  wood,  where  the  wild  beafts  were  foon 
heard  to  growl  over  their  prpy.  Of  the 
whole  four  hundred  who  efcaped  the  waves, 
only  fix  and  twenty  arrived  at  another 
Ethiopian  village,  whofe  inhabitants  were 
more  civilized,  and  traded  with  the  mer- 
chants of  the  Red  fea,  from  whence  they 
found  a  pafFaee  to  Europe,  and  brought 
the  tidings  of  the  unhappy  fate  of  their 
companions.  Jerome  de  Cortereal,  a  Por- 
tuguefe  poet,  has  wri'tten  an  afFcfting  poem 
on  the  fhipwreck  and  deplorable  cataftrophe 
of  Don  Emmanuel  and  his  beloved  fpoufe. 
Partly  from  C  aft  era. 


Some 
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Some  few,  the  fad  companions  of  their  fate, 
Shall  yet  furvive,  protefted  by  my  hate, 
On  Tagus'  banks  the  difmal  tale  to  tell 
How  blafted  by  my  frown  your  heroes  fell. 

He  paus'd,  in  a£l  ftill  farther  to  difclofc 
A  long,  a  dreary  prophecy  of  woes : 
When  fpringing  onward,  loud  my  voice  refounds. 
And  midft  his  rage  the  threatening  Shade  confounds. 
What  art  thou.  Horrid  Form,  that  rideft  the  aif  ? 
By  heaven's  eternal  light,  ftern  Fiend,  declare. 
His  lips  he  writhes,  his  eyes  far  found  he  throws. 
And  from  his  breaft  deep  hollow  groans  arofe. 
Sternly  afkaunce  he  ftood :  with  wounded  pride 
And  anguifti  torn.  In  me,  behold,  he  cried. 
While  dark-red  fparkles  from  his  eyeballs  roll'd. 
In  me  the  Spirit  of  the  Cape  behold, 
That  rock  by  you  the  Cape  of  Terppefts  named. 
By  Neptune's  rage  in  horrid.  earth<juakcs  framed. 
When  Jove's  red  bolts  o'er  Titan's  offspring  flamed. 
With  wide-flretch'd  piles  I  guard  the  pathlcfs  flrand, 
And  Afric's  fouthern  mound  unmoved  I  fland : 
Nor  Roman  prow,  nor  daring  Tyrian  oar 
Ere  dafh'd  the  white  wave  foaming  to  my  fhore  j 
Nor  Greece  nor  Carthage  ever  fpread  the  fail 
On  thefc  my  feas  to  catch  the  trading  gale. 

E  e  You 


1 


222  THE        L    U    S    I    A    D.  Book:  V. 

You,  you  alone  have  dared  to  plough  my  main, 

And  with  the  human  voice  difturb  my  lonefome  reign. 

Sprung  from  t\\  embrace  of  'titan  and  of  Earthy 
The  hundred-handed  giant  at  a  birth, 
And  Me  the  rock-ribb'd  mother  gave  to  fame, 
Great  Adamaftor  then  my  dreaded  name. 
In  my  bold  brothers'  gloriou*  hopes  engaged. 
Tremendous  war  againft  the  gods  I  waged  : 
Yet  not  to  reach  the  throne  of  heaven  I  try, 
With  mountain  piled  on  mountain  to  the  Iky  j 
To  me  the  conqueft  of  the  feas  befel. 
In  his  green  realm  the  fecond  Jove  to  quell. 
Nor  did  ambition  all  my  paffions  hold, 
'Twas  love  that  prompted  an  attempt  fo  bold. 
Ah  me,  one  fummer  in  the  cool  of  day 
I  faw  the  Nereids  on  the  fandy  bay 
With  lovely  Thetis  from  the  wave  advance 
In  mirthful  frolic,  and  the  naked  dance. 
In  all  her  charms  reveal'd  the  goddefs  trodc. 
With  fierceft  fires  my  ftruggling  bofom  glow'd ; 
Yet,  yet  I  feel  them  burning  in  my  heart. 
And  hopelefs  languifti  with  the  raging  fitiart. 
For  her,  each  goddefs  of  the  heavens  I  fcorn'd. 
For  her  alone  my  fervent  ardour  burned. 

In 
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In  vain  I  woo'd  her  to  the  lover's  bed, 

From  my  grim  form  wi«h  horror  mute  fhe  fled; 

Madning  with  love,  by  force  I  ween  to  gain 

The  filvcr  goddefs  of  the  bhie  domain : 

To  the  hoar  mother  of  the  Nereid  ^  band 

I  tell  my  purpofc,  and  her  md  command : 

By  fear  impelPdy  old  Doris  tricfi  to  move. 

And  win  the  fpoufe  of  Peleusr  to' my  love* 

The  filver  goddefs  with  a  fmiie  replicSj 

What  nymph  can  yield  her  charmsr  a  gianf  s  prize  ! 

Yet  from  the  horfors  of  a  War  t<y  fave^. 

And  guard  in  peace  our  empire' of  the  wave,' 

Whatever  with  honour  he  may  hope  to  gain. 

That  let  him  hope  his  wi(h  ihall  foon  attairi. 

The  promifed  grace  infufed  a  bolder  fire, 

And  fhook  my  mighty  limbs  with  fierce  defire. 

But  ah,  what  error  fpreads  its  dreamful  night. 

What  phantoms  hover  o'er  the  lover^s  fight ! 

The  war  refign'd,  my  fteps  by  Doris  led, 

While  gentle  eve  her  (hadowy  niantle  fpread. 

Before  my  fteps  the  fnowy  Thetis  fhone 

In  all  her  charms,  all  naked',  and  alonei    ' 


'^  Doris,    the  fifter  and  fpoufe  of  Ne-  Doiis,  the  bitternefs  or  iait,  the  fuppoietd 

reus,  and  mother  of  the  Nereides.    By  Nc-  caufe  of  its  prolific  quality  in  the  generation 

reus,  in  the  phyfical  fenfe  of  the  fible,  is  of  A(ht%. 
underilood  the  water  of  the  fea,   and  by 
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Swift  as  the  wind  with  open  arms  I  fprung, 

And  round  her  waift  v/ith  joy  delirious  clung : 

In  all  the  tranfports  of  the  warm  embrace^ 

An  hundred  kiffes  on  her  angel  face, 

On  all  its  various  charms  my  rage  beftows, 

And  on  her  cheek  my  cheek  enraptured  glows. 

When,  oh,  what  anguifh  while  my  (hame  I  tell  I 

What  fixt  defpair,  what  rage  my  bofom  fwell  I 

Here  was  no  godJefs,  here  no  heavenly  charms, 

A  rugged  mountain  fill'd  my  eager  arms, 

Whofe  rocky  top  overhung  with  matted  brier. 

Received  the  kiffes  of  my  amourous  fire. 

Waked  from  my  dream  cold  horror  freezed  my  blood  j 

Fixt  as  a  rock  before  the  rock  I  flood  s 

O  faireft  goddefs  of  the  ocean  train, 

Behold  the  triumph  of  thy  proud  difdain  5 

Yet  why,  I  cried,  with  all  I  wifli'd  decoy. 

And  when  exulting  in  the  dream  of  joy. 

An  horrid  mountain  to  mine  arms  convey  ! 

Madning  I  fpoke,  and  furious  fprung  away. 

Far  to  the  fouth  I  fought  the  world  unknown. 

Where  I  unheard,  unfcorn'd,  might  wail  alone. 

My  foul  difhonour,  and  my  tears  to  hide, 

And  fhun  the  triumph  of  the  goddefs'  pride. 

My  brothers  now  by  Jove's  red  arm  overthrown. 

Beneath  huge  mountains  piled  on  mountains  groan; 

And 
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And  I,  who  taught  each  eccho  to  deplore, 

And  tell  my  forrows  to  the  defert  (hore, 

I  felt  the  hand  of  Jove  my  crimes  purfue. 

My  ftifFening  flefli  to  earthy  ridges  grew. 

And  my  huge  bones,  no  more  by  marrow  warm'd, 

To  horrid  piles  and  ribs  of  rock  transformed. 

Yon  dark-brow'd  cape  of  monftrous  fize  became. 

Where  round  me  ftill,  in  triumph  o'er  my  fhame. 

The  filvery  Thetis  bids  her  furges  roar, 

And  waft  my  groans  along  the  dreary  (hore. 

He  fpoke,  and  deep  a  lengthened  figh  he  drew, 
A  doleful  found,  and  vanifh'd  from  the  view; 
The  frighten'd  billows  gave  a  rolling  fwell,  * 
And  diftant  far  prolonged  the  difmal  yell ; 
Faii^t  and  more  faint  the  howling  ecchoes  die. 
And  the  black  cloud  difperfmg  leaves  the  *  iky. 

*  The  circumftances  of  the  difappearancc  fes  the  expedition,  muft,  of  confequencc,  be 

of  the  fpc6lre  are  in  the  fame  poetical  fpirit  meant  the  genius  of  Mohammedifm  :  and  ac- 

of  the  introduction.     If  we  may  be  allowed  cordingly  in  the  eighth  book,  the  Evi^  Spirit 

to  allegorife  the  amour  of  Adamaftor,  it  and  Bacchus  are  mentioned  as  the  fame  per- 

will  be  found  a  necelTary  part  of  the  fidlion,  fonage ;  where,  in  the  figure  of  Mohammed, 

and,'  at  any  rate,  to  fuppofe  the  fpeCtre  the  he  appears  in  a  dream  to  a  Mohammedan 

Spirit  of  that  huge  promontory  the  Cape  of  prieft.  In  like  manner  by  Adamador,  the  ec- 

Tcmpefts,  which  by  night  makes  its  aw-  nius  of  Mohammedifm  muft  be  fuppofccT to 


ful  appearance  to  the  fleer  of  Gama,  be  meant.  The  Mcors,  who  profeffcd  that 
while  wandering  in  an  unknown  ocean,  religion,  till  the  arrival  of  Gama,  were  the 
is  a  noble  flight  of  imaginaticm  ;  nor  fole  navigators  of  the  eaftem  feas,  and  by 
need  one  frr upTe  to  affirm,  that  the  de-  every  exertion  of  force  and  fraud  they  endca- 
ception  of  the  lover,  and  the  mcramorpho-  voured  to  prevent  the  fcttlcments  of  the  Chrif- 
/is,  arc  in  the  beft  manner  of  Ovid.  As  tians.  In  the  figure  of  the  fpeftre,  the  French 
already  obf^rvcd  in  the  preface,  the  poem  tranflator  finds  an  cxa6t  dcfcrip'ion  of  the 
of  Camoens  is  often  alWgorical :  Toeftab-  pcrfon  of  Mohammed,  his  fierce  demeanour 
lifh  Chriftianiry  in  the  Eafl,  is  exprefly  faid  and  pale  complexion,  but  he  certainly  ear- 
in  the  LuiiaJ  to  be  the  great  purpofe  of  the  ries  his  unra*uilmint  too  far  in  fevcral  in- 
Uero.     By  Bacchus,  the  demon  who  oppo-  l^incc  • 


226  THE        L    U    S    I   A    n.  Boojt  ¥• 

High  to  the  angel  hoft,  whofe  guardian  care 
Had  ever  round  us  watch'd,  my  hands  I  rear. 
And  heaven's  dread  king  implore,  As  o'er  our  head 
The  fiend  diffolved,  an  empty  fliadow  fled ; 
So  may  his  curfes  by  the  winds  of  heaven 
Far  o'er  the  deep,  their  idle  fport,  be  driven ! 

Now  from  the  wave  the  chariot  of  the  day 
Whirl'd  by  the  fiery  courfers  fprings  away, 
When  full  in  view  the  giant  Cape  appears, 
Wide  fpreads  ita  limbs,  and  high  its  fhoulders  rears ; 
Behind  us -now  it  curves  the  bending  fide, 
And  our  bold  veffels  plow  the  eaftern  tide. 
Nor  long  excurfive  off  at  fea  we  ftand, 
A  cultured  fhore  invites  us  to  the  land. 
Here  their  fweet  fcenes  the  rural  joys  beftow. 
And  give  our  wearied  minds^a  lively  ^glow. 


fiances  :  to  mention  only  two ;  "  Mohani-  aUegorife,  one  need  not  hefitate  to  affirm, 

med  (fays  he)  was  a  falle  prophet,  fo  is  Ada-  that  the  araour  of  Adamaftor    is  an    in- 

maflor,  who  fays  Emmanuel  de  Souza  and  fiance  of  it      By  Thetis  is  figured  Renown, 

his  fpoufc  (hall  die  in  one  another's  arms,  or  true  Glory,   by  the  fierce  paflion  of  the 

whereas,  the  hufband  was  devoured  by  wild  giant,  the  fiurce  rage  of  amlirion,  and  by 

bealls  in  the  wood.  ...     By  the  metainor-  the  rugged  mountain  that  filled  his  deluded 

phofis  of  Adamallor  into  an  huge  mafs  of  arms,   the  infamy  acquired  by   the  brutal 

earth   and  rock,    laved  by  the  waves,    is  conqueror  Mohammed.     The  hint  of  this 

meant  the  death  and  tomb  of  Mohammed.  lafl  circumftance  is  adopted  from  CajUra, 
He  died  of  a  dropfy,    behold  the  waters  /  And  give  our  ivearis,*'  minds  a  li'vefy 

which  furround   him  ;    'voi'a   Its  eaix  qui  gUvL\ — Variety  is  no  lefs  delightful  to  the 

Vtntourent, — His  tomb  was  exceeding  high,  reader  than  to  the  traveller,  and  the  ima- 

bchold  the  height  of  the  promontory."  By  gination  of   Camoens    gave  an   abundant 

fuch  latitude  of  interpretation,  the  allegory  fupply.   The  infercion  of  this  pa!loral  land- 

which  was  really  intended   by  an  author,  fcape,    between    the   terrific  frenes  which 

becomes  fufpedted  by  the  reader.     As  Ca-  precede  and  follow,  has  a  finecfFe6l.    **  Va- 

mocns,  however,  has  aflured  us  that  he  did  **  riety,"  fays  Pope,  in  one  of  his  notes  on 

the 
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The  tenants  of  the  coaft,  a  feftivc  band, 

With  dances  ftieet  us  on  the  yellow  fand ; 

Their  brides  on  flow-paced  oxen  rode  behind ; 

The  fpreading  horns  with  flowery  garlands  twined, 

Befpoke  the  dew-lapt  beeves  their  proudeft  boaft, 

Of  all  their  beftiial  ftore  the  valued  moft:. 

By  turns  the  hufljands  and  the  brides  prolong 

The  various  meafures  of  the  rural  fong. 

Now  to  the  dance  the  rufl:ic  reeds  refound  j 

The  dancers'  heels  light-quivering  beat  the  ground. 

And  now  the  lambs  around  them  bleating  ftray. 

Feed  from  their  hands,  or  round  them  friflcing  play. 

Methought  I  faw  the  fylvan  reign  of  Pan,  , 

And  heard  the  mufic  of  the  Mantuan  fwan  : 

With  fmiles  we  hail  them,  and  with  joy  behold 

The  blifsful  manners  of  the  age  of  gold. 

With  that  mild  kindnefs,  by  their  looks  difplay'd, 

Frefli  fl:ores  they  bring,  with  cloth  of  red  repay'd : 


the  Odyfley,  "  gives  life  and  delight ;  and 
**.  it  is  much  more  ncceffary  in  epic  than  in 
**  comic  or  tragic  poetry,  fometimes  to  (hift 
'*  the  fcenes  to  diverfify  and  embellifh  the 
•*  ftory  "  The  authority  of  another  cele- 
brated writer  offers  itfelf :  **  Les  Portu^ais 
••  naviguant  Jur  I* ocean  Atlantiqufi  decou- 
*'  <vrirent  la  pointt  le  plus  meridionalt  dt 
•*  VAfrique  ;  ///  'hiren*  une  <vaftc  mer ;  elle 
•*  Us  porta  aux^Indes  Onentales  ;  leurs  perils 
••  /ur  leite  mer^  et  la  deauverte  de  Moxam- 
••  hique^  de  MeVinde^  et  de  Calecut^  ont  ete 
*•  chan.es  par  U  CatnoenSf  dont  le  poeme  fait 


*'  fentir  quelque  cho/e  de  cbarmes  de  POdyf- 
*  y?>,  et  de  la  magnificence  de  PE  re'idr.*'  i.  C. 
The  Portuguefe  failing-  upon  the  Atlantic 
ocean  difcovercd  the  moft  foothem  point 
of  Africa  :  here  they  found  an  immenfe 
Tea,  which  carried  them  to  ihe  Bail  Indies. 
The  dangers  thjy  encountered  in  the  voy- 
age, the  difcovery  of  Mozamblc,  of  Melin- 
da,  and  of  Calecut,  have  been  fung  by  Ca- 
mocns,  whofe  poem  recalls  to  our  minds 
the  charms  of  the  Od yffey,  and  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  Encid.  Montefquieu,  Spirit 
of  Laws,  b.  xxi/c.  21. 


Yet 
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Yet  from  their  lips  no  word  we  knew  could  flow, 

No  fign  of  India's  ftrand  their  hands  beftow. 

Fair  blow  the  winds ;  again  with  fails  unfurl'd 

We  dare  the  main,  and  feek  the  eaftern  world. 

Now  round  black  Afric's  coaft  our  navy  veer'd. 

And  to  the  world's  mid  circle  northward  ileer'd : 

The  fouthern  pole  low  to  the  wave  declined, 

We  leave  the  ifle  of  Holy  Crofs  *  behind ; 

That  ifle  where  erft  a  Lufian,  when  he  paft 

The  tempeft-beaten  cape,  his  anchors  caft. 

And  own'd  his  proud  ambition  to  explore 

The  kingdoms  of  the  morn  could  dare  no  more. 

From  thence,  ftill  on,  our  daring  courfo  we  hold 

Through  tracklefs  gulphs,  whofe  billows  never  roU'd 

Around  the  veflel's  pitchy  fides  before  j 

Through  tracklefs  gulphs,  where  mountain  furges  roar. 

For  many  a  night,  when  not  a  ftar  appear'd. 

Nor  infant  moon's  dim  horns  the  darknefs  cheer'd  -, 

For  many  a  dreary  night,  and  cheerlefs  day, 

In  calms  now  fetter'd,  now  the  whirlwind's  play, 

By  ardent  hope  ftill  fired,  we  forced  our  dreadful  way. 

Now  fmooth  as  glafs  the  ftiining  waters  lie, 

No  cloud  flow  moving  fails  the  azure  flcy  j 

«  A  fmall  ifl?nd,  named  Sanfa  Cruz  by  £vc  leagues  further,  to  the  river  ^el  Infante^ 
Bartholomew  Diaz,  whodif.ovcrcd  it.  Ac-  which,  till  paft  by  Gama,  was  the  utmoft 
cording  to  Faria y  ^lufa^  he  went  twenty-        extent  of  the  Portuguefe  difcovcries. 

Slack 


\ 
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Slack  from  their  height  the  fails  unmoved  decline, 
The  airy  ftreamers  form  the  downward  line  ; 
No  gentle  quiver  owns  the  gentle  gale, 
Nor  gentleft  fwell  diftends  the  ready  fail ; 
Fixt  as  in  ice  the  flumbering  prows  remain. 
And  filence  wide  extends  her  folemn  reign: 
Now  to  the  waves  the  burfting  clouds  defcend, 
And  heaven  and  fea  in  meeting  tempefts  blend ; 
The  black-wing'd  whirlwinds  o'er  the  ocean  fweep, 
And  from  his  bottom  roars  the  ftaggering  deep. 
Driven  by  the  yelling  blaft's  impetuous  fway 
Staggering  we  bound,  yet  onward  bound  away : 
And  now  efcaped  the  fury  of  the  ftorm. 
New  danger  threatens  in  a  various  form  ; 
Though  frefti  the  breeze  the  fwelling  canvas  fwell'd, 
A  current's  headlong  fweep  our  prows  withheld : 
The  rapid  force  impreft  on  every  keel. 
Backward,  o'erpower'd,  our  rolling  veffels  reel : 
When  from  their  fouthern  caves  the  winds,  enraged 
In  horrid  conflift  with  the  waves  engaged  y 
Beneath  the  tempeft  groans  each  loaded  maft. 
And  o'er  the  rufhing  tide  our  bounding  navy  ^  paft. 


^^  It  was  the  force  of  this  nifliing  current  of  a  tempeft.    The  feafons,   when  tlicfc 

which  retarded  the  further  difcoveries  of  feas  arc  fafely  ittvigabic,  arc  now  perfcaiy 

Diaz.    Gama  got  over  it  by  the  aMance  known. 

F  f  Now 
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Now  fhined  the  facred  morn,  when  from  the  Eaft 
Three  kings  the  holy  cradled  Babe  addreft, 
And  haird  him  Lord  of  heaven  :^  that  feftive  day 
We  dropt  our  anchors  in  an  opening  bay ; 
The  river  from  the  facred  day  we  name^ 
And  ftores,  the  wandering  feaman's  right,  we  claim : 
Stores  we  received ;  our  deareft  hope  in  vain. 
No  word  they  utter'd  could  our  ears  retain'; 
Nought  to  reward  our  fearch  for  India's  found, 
By  word  or  fign  our  ardent  wiflies  *  crown'd. 

Behold,  O  King,  how  many  a  fhore  wc  try'd ! 
How  many  a  fierce  barbarian's  rage  defy'd ! 
Yet  ftill  in  vain  for  India's  (hores  we  try, " 
The  long-fought  fhores  our  daring  fearch  defy. 
Beneath  new  heavens,  where  not  a  ftar  we  knew. 
Through  changing  climes,  where  poifon'd  air  we  drew  > 
Wandering  new  feas,  in  gulphs  unknown,  forlorn. 
By  labour  weaken'd,  and  by  famine  worn ; 
Our  food  corrupted,  pregnant  with  difeafe. 
And  peftilcnce  on  each  expefted  breeze  j 

«  The  frequent  difappointments  of  the  ■  Ogent 

Portuguefe,  when  they  expcA  to  hear  fomc  ^"/^  •'  ^*'  f*  exitiofirtuna  refnvat  t 

account  of  India,  is  a  iudicioa3  imitation  of  fpt^^ffi  iroja  e*ciMum  jam  'verHtur  ^/^  5 

fcveral  part,  of  Virgil ;  who.  in  the  fame  TJ:,Z' -jlj^llir',:: ;:^'t!r,  ^ 

manner,    magnifies   the    diftrefles    of   the  hdiam itquimur  fugkntm^  et  ^imup  u2i. 
Trojans  in  thc^r  fearch  for  the  fated  feat  of  j^,^  y 


Empire : 


Not 
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Not  even  a  gleam  of  hope's  delufive  ray 
To  lead  us  onward  through  the  devious  way  -, 
That  kind  delufion  which  full  oft  has  checr'd 
The  braveft  minds,  till  glad  fuccefs  appeared 
Worn  as  we  were  each  night  with  hopelefs  care. 
Each  day  with  danger  that  increafed  defpair ; 
Oh  !  Monarch,  judge,  what  lefs  than  Lufian  fire 
Could  ftill  the  daring  fcorn  of  fate  infpire ! 
What  lefs,  O  King,  than  Lufian  faith  withfl:and, 
When  dire  defpair  and  famine  gave  command 
Their  chief  to  murder,  and  with  lawlefs  power 
Sweep  Afric's  feas,  and  every  coaft  devour  ! 
What  more  than  Men  in  wild  defpair  ftill  bold  ! 
Thefe  more  than  Men  in  thefe  my  band  behold  ! 
Sacred  to  death,  by  death  alone  fubdued, 
Thefe  all  the  rage  of  fierce  defpair  ^  withftood; 


^  It  had  been  extremely  impolitic  in  every  moment  to  be  fwallowed  u|>  in  the 
Gama  to  mention  the  mutiny  of  his  fol-  deep.  At  every  interval  of  the  florm,  they 
lowers  to  the  king  Melinda.  The  boaft  of  came  round  Gama,  averting  the  impoffibi- 
their  loyalty  befides,  has  a  good  cffe€t  in  lity  to  proceed  further,  and  imploring  to 
the  poem,  as  it  elevates  the  heroes,  and  return.  This  he  refolutely  refufed.  A  con- 
gives  uniformity  to  the  charad^er  of  bravery,  fpiracy  againfl  his  life  was  formed,  but  was 
which  the  dignity  of  the  Epopea  required  difcovered  by  his  brother.  He  guarded 
to  be  afcribed  to  them.  Hiftory  relates  the  againil  it  with  the  greateft  courage  and  pru- 
matter  differently.  In  (landing  for  the  Cape  dence  ,  he  put  all  ihe  pilots  in  chains,  and 
of  Good  Hope,  Gama  gave  the  higheil  he  himfelf,  with  feme  others,  took  the 
proofs  of  his  refolution,  "  In  iUo  aw  em  management  of  the  helms.  At  laft,  after 
curfu  njalde  Gam/t  *yiriuf  £nituitJ*  The  having  many  days  withftood  the  tempe|l, 
fleet  Teemed  now  to/fed  to  the  clouds,  ut  modo  and  a  perfidious  combination,  itrvi^o  anfmo^ 
nubes  contingere^  and  now  funk  to  the  lowefl  with  an  unconquered  mind,  a  favourable 
whirlpools  of  die  abyfs.  The  winds  were  change  of  weather  revived  the  fpirits  of  the 
unfufFerably  cold,  and  to  the  rage  of  the  fleet,  and  allowed  them  to  double  the  Cape 
tempcft  was  added  the  horror  of  an  almofl  of  Good  Hope.  Extr.  from  Ofor. 
condnual  darknefs.      The  crew  expected 

F  f  2                                    -firm 
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Firm  to  their  faith,  though  fondeft  hope  no  more 
Could  give  the  promife  of  their  native  fhore  l- 


Now  the  fweet  waters  of  the  ftream  we  leave. 
And  the  fait  waves  our  gliding  ihips  receive ; 
Here  to  the  left,  between  the  bending  (hores, 
Torn  by  the  winds  the  whirling  billow  roars  j 
And  boiling  raves  againft  the  founding  coaft, 
Whofe  mines  of  gold  Sofala's  merchants  boaft : 
Full  to  the  gulph  the  fhowery  fouth- winds  howl, 
Aflant  againft  the  wind  our  veffels  rowl : 
Far  from  the  land,  wide  o'er  the  ocean  driven. 
Our  helms  refigning  to  the  care  of  heaven, 
By  hope  and  fear's  keen  paffion  toft,  we  roam. 
When  our  glad  eyes  beheld  the  furges  foam 
Againft  the  beacons  of  a  cultured  bay. 
Where  floops  and  barges  cut  the  watery  way. 
The  river's  opening  breaft  fome  upward  ply'd. 
And  fome  came  gliding  down  the  fweepy  tide. 
Quick  throbs  of  tranfport  heaved  in  every  heart 
To  view  the  knowledge  of  the  feaman's  art ; 
For  here  we  hoped  our  ardent  wifh  to  gain. 
To  hear  of  India's  ftrand,  nor  hoped  in  vain. 
Though  Ethiopia's  fable  hue  they  bore 
No  look  of  wild  furprize  the  natives  wore  : 

Wide 
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Wide  o'er  their  heads  the  cotton  turban  fwell'd, 
And  cloth  of  blue  the  decent  loins  conceal'd. 
Their  fpeech,  though  rude  and  diffonant  of  found, 
Their  fpeech  a  mixture  of  Arabian  own'd. 
Fernando,  Ikiird  in  all  the  copious  ftore 
Of  fair  Arabia's  fpeech  and  flpwery  lore. 
In  joyful  converfe  heard  the  pleafing  talc, 
That  o'er  thefe  feas  full  oft  the  frequent  fail. 
And  lordly  veffels,  tall  aa  ours,  appeared. 
Which  to  the  regions  of  the  morning  fteer'd. 
And  back  returning  to  the  fouthmoft  land, 
Convey'd  the  treafures  of  the  Indian  ftrand ; 
Whofe  chearful  crews,  refembling  ours,  difplay 
The  kindred  face  and  colour  of  the  ^  day. 
Elate  with  joy  we  raife  the  glad  acclaim, 
And,  '  River  of  good  figns,  the  port  we  name : 
Then,  facred  to  the  angel  gviide,  who  led 
The  young  Tobiah  to  the  fpoufal  bed. 
And  fafe  return'd*  him  through  the  perilous  way. 
We  rear  a  column  on  the  friendly  *  bay. 


*  When  Gama  arrived  in  the  Eaft,  a  con- 
fiderable  commerce  was  carried  on  between 
the  Indies  and  the  Red  Sea  by  the  Moerifh 
traders,  by  whom  the  gold  mines  of  Sofala, 
and  the  riches  of  the  oriental  or  Ethiopic 
coail  of  Africa  were  enjoyed.  The  trsMc 
of  the  Eaft  was  by  land  brought  to  Grand 
Cairo,  from  whence  Europe  was  fupplied 
by  the  Venetian  and  Antwerpian  xherchiants. 

'  Ri9  4l$s  bonsjinais. 


t  It  was  the  cuftom  of  the  Portugueie 
navigators  to  ered  crofTes  on  the  fhores  of 
the  new-difcovered  countries.  Gama  car- 
ried materials  for  pillars  of  ftone  alone  with 
him,  and  erected  fix  of  thefe  croffes  during 
his  expedition.  They  bore  the  name  and 
arm's  of  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  were  ii^ 
tended  as  proofs  of  the  title  which  accrues 
from  the  firft  difcovery. 

Our 
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OuHceels,  that  now  had  fteer'd  through  many  a  clime. 
By  (hell-fifti  roughen'd,  and  incafed  with  llime, 
Joyful  we  clean,  while  bleating  from  the  field 
The  fleecy  dams  the  fmiling  natives  yield : 
But  while  each  face  an  honeft  welcome  (hews, 
And  big  with  fprightly  hope  each  bofom  glows, 
(Alas  !  how  vain  the  bloom  of  human  joy  ! 
How  foon  the  blafts  of  woe  that  bloom  deftroy  !) 
A  dread  difeafe  its  rankling  horrors  (hed. 
And  death's  dire  ravage  through  mine  aimy  fpread. 
Never  mine  eyes  fuch  dreary  fight  beheld, 
Ghaftly  the  mouth  and  gums  enormous  **  fwell'd ; 
And  inftant,  putrid  like  a  dead  man's  wound, 
Poifoned  with  foetid  ftreams  the  air  around. 
No  fage  phyfician's  ever-watchful  zeal. 
No  fkilful  furgeon's  gentle  hand  to  heal. 
Were  found :  each  dreary  mournful  hour  we  gave 
Some  brave  companion  to  a  foreign  grave. 

A  grave,  the  awful  gift  of  every  ihore  1 

Alas !  what  weary  toils  with  us  they  bore  ! 
Long,  long  endear'd  by  fellowfhip  in  woe, 
O'er  their  cold  duft  we  give  the  tears  to  flow ; 


^  This  poetical  defcription  of  the  Scurvy        times  realty  happens  in  the  courie  of  a  long 
is  by  no  means  exaggerated  above  what  fome-        voyage. 

And 
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And  in  their  haplefs  lot  forbode  our  own, 
A  foreign  burial,  and  a  grave  unknown  I 

Now  deeply  yearning  o'er  our  deathful  fate. 
With  joyful  hope  of  India's  fliore  elate. 
We  loofe  the  haulfcrs  and  the  fail  expands 
And  upward  coaft  the  Ethiopian  ftrand. 
What  danger  threatened  at  Quiloa's  ifle, 
Mozambic's  treafon,  and  Mombaffa's  guile ; 
What  miracles  kind  heaven  our  guardian  wrought. 
Loud  Fame  already  to  thine  ears  has  brought : 
Kind  heaven  again  that  guardian  care  difplay'd. 
And  to  thy  port  our  weary  fleet  conveyed. 
Where  thou,  O  king,  heaven's  regent  power  below, 
Bidft  thy  full  bounty  and  thy  truth  to  flow; 
Health  to  the  fick,  and  to  the  weary  reft, 
And  joyful  hope  revived  in  every  breaft. 
Proclaim  thy  gifts,  with  grateful  joy  repay 'd*. 
The  brave  Man's  tribute  for  the  brave  Man's  aid. 
And  now  in  honour  of  thy  fond  command, 
.The  glorious  annals,  of  my  native  land> 
And  what  the  perils  of  a  rout  fo  bold. 
So  dread  as  ours,  my  faithful  lips  have  told. 
Then  i.udge,  great  Monarch,  if  the  world  before 
Ere  fayv  the  prow  fuch  length  of  feas  explore ! 


Ncm:> 
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Nor  fagc  Ulyfles,  nor  the  Trojan  pride 
Such  raging  gulphs,  fuch  whirling  ftorms  defy'd ; 
Nor  one  poor  tenth  of  my  dread  courfe  explored, 
Though  by  the  Mufe  as  demigods  adored. 

O  thou  whofe  breaft  all  Helicon  inflamed, 
Whofe  birth  feven  vaunting  cities  proudly  claim'd ; 
And  thou  whofe  mellow  lute  and  rural  fong, 
In  fofteft  flow,  led  Mincio's  waves  along, 
Whofe  warlike  numbers  as  a  ftorm  impeU'd, 
And  Tyber's  furges  o'er  his  borders  fwell'd ; 
Let  all  Parnaflus  lend  creative  fire, 
And  all  the  Nine  with  aU  their  warmth  inspire ; 
Your  demigod's  condudt  through  every  fcene 
Cold  fear  can  paint,  or  wildeft  fancy  feign  ; 
The  Sy/en's  guileful  lay,  dire  Circe's  fpell, 
And  all  the  horrors  of  the  Cyclop's  cell; 
Bid  Scylla's  barking  waves  their  mates  o'erwhelm. 
And  hurl  the  guardian  Pilot  from  the  *  helm, 
<;ivc  fails  and  oars  to  fly  the  purple  fliore, 
Where  love  of  abfent  friend  awakes  no  ^  more. 


*  $r«  Rn,  V.  HjJ.  (Thence  ctll'd  Lotophagi)  wh:ch^»lu>fo  { 

^    IV    UHlvphiffJ.    fo   nimcd  from    the  Infatiate  riots  ia  the  fweet  repiftt,  '     • 

y^(    l^HW»    lUX    thua   dCfcnbcd    by   frlo-  But  qoiti  hi.  ho«fe,  hi.  country,  .nd  hi.  frie«4f: 

iKt^  The  three  we  Tent*  from  off  th*  iochanting  gfound 

)^  laurt  W  U^  •*!  tlM«l«  <«  (om$n  gueft,  We  dragged  reJufttnt,  and  by  force  we  boud : 

^Tj^T^^  4»»H.  *»»a  Natare  give,  the  feaft  j  The  reft  in  hafte  forfook  the  pleafing  ftoic, 

T%r:M«^  irirtiM  t^**  •^^  '^•»'  ''"**  produce  j  Or,  the  charm  tafied,  kad  Ttturo*d  no  more. 

li  4k^^^  indattctti  juice  j  **•»»»  Odyf.  jy. 

The 
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In  all  thdr  diarma  difplay  Calypfo's  finHc^ 

Her  flowery  arbours  and  her  amorous  wiles  y 

In  (kins  confined  the  blufterin^  winds  '  conhrbul, 

Or  o*er  the  feaft  bid  Loathfcwte'haipies. "  prowh 

And  lead  your  heroes,  through  the  dnead  abodes 

Of  tortured  fpeftres  and  inferjval  "godsj 

Give  every  flower  that  dec^s  Aoniia^hiU* 

To  grace  your  fables  with;divinciili.lkill:i 

Beneath  the  wonders  of  lAy  tale  they  £allv 

Where  truth  all  unadorn^i  and  pure  exceeds,  them  all. 

While  thus  illuftrious  Gama  charmM  their  ears. 
The  look  of  wonder  each  Melindian  wears,, 
And  pleafed  attention  witnefs'd  the  command 
Of  every  movement  of  his  fips  or  hand. 
The  king  enraptured  own'd  the  glorious  fame 
Of  Liibon's  monarchs,  and  the  Lufian  name  ; 

The  natural  hillory  of  the  Lotos,  how-  Hfi  word  alooe  the  lift'hinf  ftonw  obey, 

ever,  is  very  clifFcrcnt..    There  are  various  ^f  ^A  «»»«  ^«P>  ot  fweU  ibe  foamy  fea. 

icinds    of    It.     The  Lybian    Lotos  is  a  1^^^^;%^^^.  fiwl?  thT"^  ^^'^ ' 

fhrub like  a  bramble,  the  berries  like  the  ^^, Zephjmtxeip*,  withwSdiy galea  p 

myrtle,   but  purple  when  npe,   and  about-  Hecharg'd  to  fill,  and  guide  the  fwelling  fails :  S- 

the  bignefs  ofan  olive.     Mixed  with  bread-  Rare  gift  I  but  oh,  what  gift  to  fools  avails.       b 
com  It  was  ufed  as  food  for  flaves.     They  P6f«,  Odyff.x^ 

alfo  made  an  ^?;«^ble  wine  of  it,    but  j,^^  companion*  e£  Ulyffes  imagined  that 

which  would  not  keep  abov(  ten  days.     See  ^^^^^  ba^contained  foiie  valuabfe  treafure. 

PoDesnotCM/.f^.  .    ,  and  opened  them  whUe  their  leader  flept 

^"/'%u'"-^r    r  ^  1  '^'^I'^f  r  The  tVmpefts  burfting  out  diove  the  fl^t 

,,^,,,^_The  gift  of  iEolus  to  Ulyffes.  ^^^  j^J^^  ^j^^^  ^  ^^„  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^ 

The  advrrfc  wind  s  in  teathern  bags  he  btac*d,  was^the  caofe  of  ft  new  train  of  miferies. 

ConoprefsM  their  force,  aod  lock'd  each  ftruggling  »»  See  the  third  Eneid. 

Tor  lUm'th.  n,i,kj  fir.  of  f^  .mga'd.  "  ««  «»'«   A''*  E-^.  «<»  ">«=  '^''Venth 

The  tempeft'i  lori,  the  tyiwit  of  the  wind  j  ^Jayttcy. 

G  g  What 
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What  warlike  rage  the  viftor-kings  infpired  I       ; 

Nor  lefs  their  armies  loyal  faith  admired. 

Nor  lefs  his  menial  train,  in  wonder  loft,  •        '  ...i 

Repeat  the  gallant  deeds  that  pleafe  them  moflr,     '   '^)         '<  > 

Each  to  his  mate,  while  fixed  in  fond  amaze  '  1  '  - 

The  Lufian  features  every  eye  furveys  ; 

While  prefent  to  the  view,  by  Fancy  brought, 

Arife  the  wonders  by  the  Lufians  wrought, 

And  each  bold  feature  to  thdr  wondering  fight 

Difplays  the  raptured  ardour  Gf  the  fight. 

Apollo  now  withdrew  the  chearful  day, 
And  left  the  weflern  fky  to  twilight  grey  ; 
Beneath  the  wave  he  fought  fair  Thetis'  bed. 
And  to  the  (hore  Melinda's  Sovereign  fpcd. 

What  boundlefs  joys  are  thine,  O  juft  Renown, 
Thou  hope  of  Virtue,  and  her  nobleft  crown  j 
By  thee  the  feeds  of  confcious  worth  are  fired. 
Hero  by  hero,  fame  by  fame  infpired  : 
Without  thine  aid  how  foon  the  hero  dies ! 
By  thee  upborne  his  name  afcends  the  Ikies. 
This  Ammon  knew,  and  own'd  his  Homer's  lyre 
The  nobleft  glory  of  Pelides'  ire. 

This 
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This  knew  Auguftus,  and  from  Mantua's  (hade 
To  courtly  eafe  the  Roman  bard  conveyed  j 
And  foon  exulting  flowed  the  fbng  divine^ 
The  noblefl:  glory  of  the  Roman  line. 
Dear  was  the  Mufe  to  Juliua ;  ever  dear 
To  gallant  Scipio,  though  tlic  yId:c>r-fpeiH: 
One  hand  employed,  yet  cm  the  martial  field 
The  other  knew  th'  immodtal  pen  to  wieid. 
Each  glorious  chief  the  vid:or'6  paim  wha  bore 
In  Greece,  in  Latium,  or  on  barbarous  fhor^ 
Each  glorious  name,  e^er  to>  the  Mufe  endear'd,. 
Or  wooed  the  Muies,  or  the  Mufe  revered^ 
Alas,  on  Tago's  ha{^eis  fhores  alone 
The  Mufe  is  (lighted,  and  her  charms  unknown  ^ 
For  this,  no  Virgil  here  attunes  the  lyrc,^ 
No  Homer  here  awakes  the  hero's  firc^ 
On  Tago's  ihores  are  Scipios,  Caefars  bom. 
And  Ale^fandfirs  Lifhon'&  clime  adorn  j, 
But  heaven  has  ftampt  them  in  a  rougher  mouldy. 
Nor  gave  the  polifh  to  their  genuine  gold. 
Carelefs  and  rude  or  to  be  known  or  kiiow> 
in  Tain  to  them  the  fweeteft  numbers  flow : 
Unheard^  in  vain  their  native  poet  fings. 
And  cold  negleA  weighs  down  the  Mufe's  wings^ 

G  g  a  Even 
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Even  he  whofe  veins  the  blood  of«  Cam  a  warmsi 

Walks  by,  unconfcious  of  the  Mufc's  charms. : 

For  him  no  Mufe  (hall  leave  her  golden  loom,: 

No  palm  (hall  bloflbm,  and  iK>  wreath  Ihall  bloom; 

Yet  fhall  my  labours  and  my  cares  be  paid 

By  fame  immortalj  and  by  Gama's  (hade : 

Him  (hall  the  fo Ag  6n  every  (hore  proclaim. 

The  firil  of  heroesj  firft  of  naval  fame. 

Hude  and  ungrateful  though  my  country  be, 

This  proud  example  (hall  be  taught  by  Me, 

"  Where'er  the  liero's  worth  demands  the  (kies, 

*'  To  crown  that  wokh  fome  generous  bard  ihall  rKe  V* 


Anftode  hfts  pronosnced,  that  the  works 
of  Homer  conuin  the  perfed  model  of  the 
epic  poem.  Homer  »cvcr  jjivct  us  any 
dimffive  declamation  fpoken  m  the  perfon 
of  the  poet,  or  intcmiptive  of  the.  diread 
of  his  narradon.  For  tnis  reafon  IVfilton's 
beaudful  complaint  of  his  blindnefs  has 
been  cenfored  as  a  violation  of  the  rules  of 
the  Epopea.  But  it  may  be  prefotned  thve 
is  an  appeal  beyond  die  writings  of  Uomer» 
an  appeal  to  the  reafon  of  thefe  rules. 
When  Homer  laid  the  plan  of  his  works, 
he  feh  that  to  write  a  poem  like  an  hif- 
tory,  whofe  parts  'bad  no  neceflary  de- 
pendence and  connexion  with  each  other, 
muil  be  oninterrefting  and'  ^tirefomje  to 
the  reader  of  real  genius.  The  unity  of 
one  a^ion  adorned  with  proper  collateral 
epifodes  therefore  prefented  itfelf  in  its 
progreffive  dependencies  of  beginning. 
middle,  and  end ;  or  in  other  words, 
a  defcriptlon  of  certain  circumjhmccs,  the 
anions  which  thefe  produce,  and  the  cataf- 
trophe.  This  unity  of  condoiiSU  «<  moft 
mtereiling,  is  indefpcnfably  neceflary  to  the 
epic  poem.  But  it  does  not  follow,  that 
a  dedamadott  in  the  perfon  of  the  poet. 


at  the  beginning  or  end  of  a  book,  it  pror 
perly  a  breach  of  the  unity  of  the  cendod 
ofthe:adion;  therefore  the  omiffion  of  fndi 
dedamadons  by  Homer,  as  not  fbund^ 
on  the  nature  of  the  ej»c  poem,  is  no  argii- 
ment  aeainft  the  ufe  of  them.  If  dus  ho«r- 
ever  wul  not  be  allowed  by  the  critict  let 
the  cridc  remember,  that  Homer  has  many 
di^refflve  hifbxiei,  whidi  have  no  dqwo- 
dence  on,  or  connexion  with  the  aftion  of 
the  poem.  If  the  declamation  of  Camoens 
in  praife  of  Poetry  muft  be  condemned, 
what  defence  can  be  ofEbred  for  the  long 
(lory  o!  Maron's  wine  in  the  mnt&  06^ 
fey,  to  which  even  the  numbers  of  a  Pope 
coold  give  no  dignityl  Yet  howerer  ft 
Bojtt  or  a  Rapin  may  condemn  the  digreC- 
five  exclamations  of  Camoens,  the  reader  of 
tafte,  who  judges  from  what  he  feels,  would 
certainly  be  unwilling  to  have  them  9B^ 
punged.  The  dedamadon  with  which  he 
concludes  the  feyenth  Luliad,  mnft  pkaie^ 
muft  touch  every  breafl.  The  fedingt  of  a 
great  fpirit  in  the  evening  of  an  aAire  aad 
military  life,  finking  under  the  preffue  of 
negledi  and  depend^ce,  yet  the  complaint 
exprefled  with  the  moft  manly  rdlentnient,^ 

cannot 
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cannot  fiul  tointereftthe  genercmii  and,  If 
adorned  with  the  drefs  of  poetry,  to  plead 
an  excufe  for  its  admiilion  with  the  man  of 
tafte.  The  dedamatioQ  which  condndes 
the  prefent  book»  has  alfo  (omt  aigumentt 
to  offer  in  its  defence.  As  the  fleet  of 
Gama  have  now  (kfely  conanered  many 
difficulties,  and  are  promifea  a  pilot  to 
condnd  them  to  India,  it  is  a  proper  contrail 
to  the  mnrmnrings  of  the  populace,  expref* 


fed  by  the  old  Man,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth 
Lufiad,  and  is  by  no  means  an  impnmer 
condufion  to  the  epifode  which  fo  highly 
extols  the  military  fame  of  the  Lufian  war« 
nors* 

In  the  works  of  Jartn  HiU^  Efq;  there 
is  a  loofe  paraphrafe  of  the  condufion  of 
diis  bool^i  m  the  dcgiac  or  alternate  rnca- 
fure* 


END    OP    THE    FIFTH    BOOK. 
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I 

WITH  heart  fincerc  the  royal  Pagan  joy'd, 
And  hofpitable  rites  each  hour  cmploy'd. 
For  much  the  king  the  Liifiah  b^nd  admired^ 
And  much  their  friendfhip  and  their  aid  defined ;  . 
Each  hour  the  gay  feftivity  prolong^, 
Melindian  dances,  and  Arabian  fbngs ; 
Each  hour  in  mirthful  tranfport  fteals  away. 
By  night  the  banquet,  and  the  chace  by  day  ^ 
And  now  the  bofom  of  the  deep  mvite6» 
And  all  the  pride  of  Neptune's  feftive  rites } 
Their  filken  banners  waving  o'er  the  tide, 
A  jovial  band,  the  painted  galleys  ride; 


Tho 
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The  net  and  angle  various  hands  employ^ 

And  Moorifh  timbrels  found  the  notes  of  joy* 

Such  was  the  pomp»  when  Egypt's  beauteous  •  queen 

Bade  all  the  pride  of  naval  (hew  convene. 

In  pleafure's  downy  bofonv^  to  beguile 

Her  love-fick  warrior :  o'er  the  breaft  of  Nile 

Dazzling  with  gold  the  purple  endghs  flow'd> 

And  to  the  lute  the  gilded  barges  row'd. 

While  from  the  wave,  of  many  a  (hining  hue,  - 

The  anglers'  lines  the  panting  fifhes  drew. 

'  Now  from  the  Weft  the  founding  breezes  blow. 
And  far  the  hoary  flood  was  yet  to  plow  • 
The  fountain  and  the  field  beftow'd  their  ftorc. 
And  friendly  pilots  from  the  friendly  fhore,  }    • 

Train'd  in  the  Indian  deep,  were  now  aboard,. 
When  Gama,  parting  with  Melinda's  lord. 
The  holy  vows  of  lafting  peace  renew'd-. 
For  ftill  the  king  for  lafting  friendftup  fued  ^ 


*  Every  difplay  of  cailera  luxury  and       Ixttiled  to  Ids  miftrefs  ofhis  great  dexteriiy 
magnificence  was  lavifhed.  in  the  fijhing       in  angling.     Cleopatra  perceived  his  art^. 


parties  on  the  Nile,  with  which  Cleopatra  and  as  galuntly  outwitted  him.   Some  other 

amufed  Mark  Antony,  when  at  any  time  he  Divers  received  her  orders,  and  in  a  little 

(hewed  fymptoms  of  uneafmefs,  or  Teemed  while  Mark  Antonv's  line  brought  up  a 

inclined'  to   abandon  the  effeminate    life  fHed  fifh  in  place  of  a  live  one,  to  the  vaft 

which  he  led  with  his  miflrefs.     At  one  of  entertainment  of  the  queen  and  all  the  con- 

thefe  parties,.  Mark  Antony  having  pro-  vivial  company.     Odtavius  was  at  this  time 

cured  Divers  to  put  fifhes  upon  his  hooks  on  his  march  to  decide  who  (hould  be  mafter 

wliile  undcc  the  water,  he  very  gallantly  of  the  worlds. 

That 
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That  Lufus'  heroes  in  his  port  fupplied, 

And  tafted  reft,  he  own'd  his  deareft  pride, 

And  vow'd  that  ever  while  the  feas  they  roam. 

The  Lufian  fleets  fhould  find  a  bounteous  home, 

And  ever  from  the  generous  ftiore  receive 

Whatever  his  port,  whatever  his  land  could  **  give. 

Nor  lefs  his  joy  the  grateful  Chief  declared; 

And  now  to  feize  the  valued  hours  prepared. 

Full  to  the  wind  the  fwelling  fails  he  gave. 

And  his  red  prows  divide  the  foamy  wave : 

Full  to  the  rifing  fun  the  pilot  fteers, 

And  far  from  fhore  through  middle  ocean  bears. 

The  vaulted  fky  now  widens  o'er  their  heads. 

Where  firft  the  infant  morn  his  radiance  (heds. 

And  now  with  tranfport  fparkling  in  his  eyes 

Keen  to  behold  the  Indian  mountains  rife. 

High  on  the  decks  each  Lufian  heroe  fmiles. 

And  proudly  in  his  thoughts  reviews  his  toils. 

When  the  ftern  D«mon,  burning  with  difdain. 

Beheld  the  fleet  triumphant  plow  the  main : 

The  Powers  of  heaven,  and  heaven's  dread  Lord  he  knew, 

Refolved  in  Lifbon  glorious  to  renew 

*»  The  fricndfhip  of  the  Portuguefe  and  and  treated  him  with  the  utmoft  courtefy. 

Melindians  was  of  long  continuance.     Al-  Their  good  offices  were  reciprocal.     By  the 

varo  Cabral,  the  fecond  admiral  who  made  information  of  the  king  of  Melinda,  Ca- 

ihe  voyage  to  India,  in  an  engagement  with  feral  efcaped  the  treachery  of  the  king  of 

the  Moors  off  the  coaft  of  Zofala,  took  two  Calicut.     The  kings  of  Mombaze  and  Qui- 

Ihips  richly  freighted  from  the  mines  of  that  loa,  irritated  at  the  alliance  with  Portugal, 

country.  On  finding  that  Xeques  Fonteyma,  made  feveral  depredations  on  the  fubjefts  of 

the  commander,  was  uncle  to  the  king  of  Melinda,  who  in  return  were  efledually  re- 

Melinda,    he  rcilored  the  valuable  prize,  venged  by  their  European  allies. 

H  h  The 
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The  Roman  honours — raging  with  defpair 
From  high  Olympus'  brow  he  cleaves  the  air. 
On  earth  new  hopes  of  vengeance  to  devife, 
And  fue  that  aid  deny'd  him  in  the  (kies ; 
Blafpheming  heaven,  he  pierced  the  dread  abode 
Of  ocean's  Lord^  and  fought  the  ocean's  God. 
Deep  where  the  bafes  of  the  hills  extend. 
And  earth's  huge  ribs  of  rock  enormous  bend, 
Where  roaring  through  the  caverns  rowl  the  waves 
Refponiive  as  the  aerial  tempeft  raves, 
The  Ocean's  Monarch,  by  the  Nereid  train. 
And  watery  Gods  encircled,  holds  his  reign. 
Wide  o'er  the  deep,  which  line  could  ne'er  explore. 
Shining  with  hoary  fands  of  filver  ore. 
Extends  the  level,  where  the  palace  rears 
Its  chryftal  towers,  and  emulates  the  fpheres  -, 
So  ftarry  bright  the  lofty  turrets  blaze. 
And  vie  in  luftre  with  the  diamond's  rays^ 
Adom'd  with  pillars  and  with  roofs  of  gold. 
The  golden  gates  their  maffy  leayes  unfold : 
Inwrought  with  pearl  the  lordly  pillars  (hine, 
The  fculptured  walls  confefs  an  hand  divine. 
Here  various  colours  in  confufion  loft, 
Old  Chaos'  face  and  troubled  image  boaft. 
Here  rifing  from  the  mafs  diftinft  and  clear 
Apart  the  four  fair  Elements  appear. 

High 
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High  o'er  the  reft  afcends  the  blaze  of  fire, 

Nor  fed  by  matter  did  the  rays  afpire. 

But  glow'd  aetherial,  as  the  living  flame, 

Which,  ftolen  from  heaven,  infpircd  the  vital  frame. 

Next,  all-embracing  Air  was  fpread  around^ 

Thin  as  the  light,  incapable  of  wound ; 

The  fubtle  power  the  burning  fouth  pervades, 

And  penetrates  the  depth  erf  polar  fhades. 

Here  mother  Earth,  with  mountains  crown'd,  is  feen, 

Her  trees  in  bloffom,  and  her  lawns  in  green  s 

The  lowing  beeves  adorn  the  clover  vales. 

The  fleecy  dams  befpread  the  floping  dales ; 

Here  land  from  land  the  filver  ftreams  divide  > 

The  fportive  fifties  through  the  chryft:al  tide, 

Bedropt  with  gold  their  ftiining  fides  difplay  : 

And  here  old  Ocean  rolls  his  billows  gray : 

Beneath  the  moon's  pale  orb  his  current  flow^. 

And  round  the  earth  his  giant  arms  he  throws. 

Another  fcene  difplay'd  the  dread  alarms 

Of  war  in  heaven,  and  mighty  Jove  in  arms ; 

Here  Titan's  race  their  fwelling  nerves  difl:end 

Like  knotted  oaks,  and  from  their  bafes  rend 

And  tower  the  mountains  to  the  thundering  (ky, 

While  round  their  heads  the  forky  lightnings  fly  -, 

Beneath  huge  Etna  vanquifti'd  Typhon  lies. 

And  vomits  fmoke  and  fire  againfl:  the  darken'd  Ikies. 

H  h  2  Here 
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Here  feems  the  piftured  wall  poffefs'd  of  '  life  j 
Two  Gods  contending  in  the  noble  ftrife, 
The  choiceft  boon  to  human  kind  to  give, 
Their  toils  to  lighten,  or  their  wants  relieve : 
While  Pallas  here  appears  to  wave  her  ^  hand, 
The  peaceful  olive's  golden  boughs  expand  : 
Here,  while  the  Ocean's  God  indignant  frown'd. 
And  raifed  his  trident  from  the  wounded  ground. 
As  yet  intangled  in  the  earth  appears 
The  warrior  horfe,  his  ample  cheft  he  rears. 
His  wide  red  noftrils  fmoke,  his  eye-balls  glare. 
And  his  fore-hoofs,  high  pawing,  lafti  the  air. 

Though  •  wide  and  various  o^er  the  fculptured  ftonc 
The  feats  of  Gods,  and  godlike  heroes  (hone  ^ 

«  Tnjoo  Gods  com  ending According  to  hand As  Neptune  flruck  the  earth  with 

fable,  Neptune  and  Minerva  difputed  the  his  trident,  Minerva,  fays  the  fable,  fimck 
honour  o/  giving  a  name  to  the  city  of  the  earth  with  her  lance.  That  Ihc  waved 
Athens.  I'hey  agreed  to  determine  the  her  hand  while  the  olive  boughs  fpread,  U* 
conteft  by  a  difplay  of  their 'wifdom  and  a  fine  poetical  attitude,  and  varies  the  pic- 
power,  in  conferring  the  mod  beneficial  ture  from  that  of  Neptune,  which  follows, 
gift  on  mankind*     Neptune  Rruck  the  earth  «  Though  nxjide  and  ^various  o'er  thefcmlf^ 

with  his  trident  and  produced  the  horfe,  tured  ftont The  defcriptxon  of  palaces 

whofe  bounding  motions  are  emblematical  is  a  favourite  topic  feveral  times  touched 
of  the  agitation  of  the  fca.  Minerva  com-  upon  by  the  two  great  mailers  of  Epic 
manded  the  olive  tree,  the  fymbol  of  peace  Poetry,  in  which  they  have  been  happily 
and  of  richcS,  to  fpring  forth.  The  vidlory  imitated  by  their  three,  greateft  difciplet 
was  adjudged  to  the  goddcfs,  from  whom  among  the  modems,  Camoens,  Tailb,  and 
the  city  was  named  Athens.  As  the  Egyp-  Milton.  The  defcription  of  the  palace  of 
tians  and  Mexicans  wrote  their  hifloxy  in  Neptune  has  great  merit.  Nothing  can  l)e 
hieroglyphics,  the  tafte  of  the  ancient  more  in  place  than  the  pidure  of  Choas 
Grecians  cloathed  almoft  every  occurrence  and  the  four  Elements.  The  war  of  the 
in  mythological  allegory.  The  founders  of  Gods,  and  the  conteft  of  Neptune  and  Mi- 
Athens,  it  IS  mofl  probable,  difputed  whe-  nerva  are  touched  with  the  true  boldnefs  of 
ther  their  new  city  (hould  be  named  from  poetical  colouring.  But  perhaps  it  deferves 
the  fertility  of  the  foil  or  from  the  marine  cenfure  thus  to  point  out  what  every  Reader 
fituation  of  Attica.  The  former  opinion  of  taile  muft  perceive.  To  fhew  to  the 
prevailed,  and  the  town  received  its  name  mere  EngliOi  Reader  that  the  Portu^uefe 
in  honour  of  the  goddcfs  of  the  olive  tree.  Poet  is,  in  his  maimer,  truly  daffical,  is  the 

•^  4yhiU  Pallas  hire  appears  to  *wttve  her  .intention  of  many  of  thefe  notes. 

TJbe 
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On  fpeed  the  vengeful  Daemon  views  no  more  : 
Forward  he  rufties  through  the  golden  door,  ; 

Where  Ocean's  king,  enclofed  with  nymphs  divine^ 
In  regal  ftate  receives  the  king  of  Wine : 
O  Neptune !  inftant  as  he  came,  he  cries^ 
Here  let  my  prefence  breed  no  <:old  furprife^ 
A  friend  I  come,  your  friendship  to  implore 
Againft  the  Fates  unjuft,  and  F9rtune's  powers 
Beneath  whofe  fhafts  the  great  Celeftials  bow. 
Yet  ere  I  more,  if  more  you  wifh  to  know, 
The  watery  Gods  in  awful  fenate  call,  , 

For  all  fhould  hear  the  wrong  that  touches  alL 
IsTeptune  alarm!d^  with  inftant  fpeed  commands 
From  every  fhore  to  call  the  watery  bands : 
Triton,  who  boafts  his  high  Neptunian  race. 
Sprung  from  the  God  by  Salace's  embrace^ 
Attendant  on  his  fire  the  trumpet  founds^ 
.  Or  through  the  yielding  waves,  his  herald,  bounds  t 
Huge  is  his  bulk  deform'd,  and  dark  his  hue  5 
His  buftiy  beard  and  hairs  that  never  knew 
The  fmoothing  comb,  of  fea-weed  rank  and  long. 
Around  his  breaft  and  (houlders  dangling  hung. 
And  on  the  matted  locks  black  muffels  clung; 
A  '  (hell  of  purple  on  his  head  he  bore. 
Around  his  loins  no  fangling.  garb  he  wore^ 


*  JJhell  of  purple  on  bu  beoil  he  bori-^  iv#  cahe^  por  gtrra  tinba  ptfis 

Ua  the  Portugueft,  Mwum  mmgrmide  tafcs  Jt  hgifit. 
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But  all  was  covered  with  the  flimy  brood. 
The  fnaily  offspring  of  the  unftuous  flood  > 
And  now  obedient  to  his  dreadful  fire. 
High  o'er  the  wave  his  brawny  arms  afpire ', 
To  his  black  mouth  his  crooked  (hell  applied. 
The  blaft  rebellows  o'er  the  ocean  wide : 
Wide  o'er  their  fhores,  where'er  their  waters  flow. 
The  watery  powers  che  awfdl  fummons  know  > 
And  inftant  darting  to  the  palace  hall,  ' 
Attend  the  founder  of  the  Dafdan  '  wall ; 
Old  father  Ocean,  with  his  numerous  race 
Of  daughters  and  of  fons,  was  firft  in  place. 
Nei'eus  and  Doris,  from  whofe  nuptials  fprung 
The  lovely  Nereid  train  for  ever  young. 


Thus  fendcrcd  by  Fantfav^r, 

He  had  (for  a  *  Monteri)  on  hh  crown 
The  (hell  of  a  red  lobfter  overgrown. 

The  defcripdon  of  Triton,  ^ho,  as  FaiN 
fhaw  fays. 

Was  a  great  nafty  clown- 
is  in  the  flyle  of  the  daflics^  His  parentajge 
is  differently  related.  Heiiod  makes  him 
the  fon  of  Neptune  and  Amphitrit6.  By 
Triton,  in  the  phyfical  fenfe  of  the  fable,- 
h  meant  the  noife,  and  by  Salace,  the  mo- 
ther by  fome  afcribed  to  him,  the  fait  of 
the  ocean.  The  origin  of  the  fable  of 
Triton,  it  is  pi'obablc,  was  founded  on  the 
appearance  ot  a  fea  animal,  which,-  accord- 
ing to  fome  ancient  and  modem  Naturalifts, 
in  the  upward  parts  refembles  the  human 
£gure.  raufanias  relates  a  wonderful  ftory 
of  a  monflroufly  large  on^,    which  often 

•  Momera,  the  Spanifh  word  for  a  huntfman's 
capi 


came  aihore  on  t^e  meadows  of  BoetiiL' 
Over  his  head  was  a  kind  of  finny  carti- 
lage, >vhich,  at  a  diibince,  appeared  like 
hair  ,  the  body  covered  with  brown  fades  ; 
the  nofe  and  ears  like  the  human,  the  moutll 
of  a  dreadful  width,  jagged  with  the  teedi 
of  a  Panther ;  Ae  eyes  of  a  greenifh  hoe  ^ 
flie  hand^  divided  into  fingers,  the  nailiot 
^hich  were  crooked,  and  of  a  fhelly  fub^ 
fiance.  This  monfier,  whofe  extremitiefr 
ended  ki  a  tail  like  a  dolphin's,  devoured 
both  men  and  beads  as  tkey  chanced  iff  hia 
way.  The  citizens  of  Tanagra,  at  lafl» 
contrived  his  deilru^on.  They  fet  a  large 
veflel  full  of  wine  on  the  fel  fhore.    Triton 

t  drunk  with  it,  and  fell  ihto  a  profound 
eep,  in  which  condition  the  Tanagriana 
beheaded  him,  and  afterwards,  with  great 
propriety,  hung  up  his  body  in  the  temple 
of  Bacchus ;  where,  fays  Pauianias,  it  con' 
tinned  a  long  time. 

I  Neptune. 


t 


Who 
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Who  people  every  fea  on  every  ftrand 

Appeared,  attended  with  their  filial  band ; 

And  changeful  Proteus,  whofe  prophetic  ^  mind 

The  fecret  caufe  of  Bacchus*  rage  divined. 

Attending,  left  the  flocks,  his  fcaly  charge, 

To  graze  the  bitter  weedy  foam  at  large. 

In  charms  of  power  the  raging  waves  to  tame, 

The  lovely  fpoufe  of  Ocean's  fovereigri  *  came* 

From  Heaven  and  Vefta  fprung  the  birth  divine. 

Her  fnowy  limbs  bright  through  the  veftments  (hinc* 

Here  with  the  dolphin,  who  perfuafive  ^  led 

Her  modeft  fteps  to  Neptune's  fpoufal  bed. 

Fair  Amphitrite  moved,  more  fweet,  more  gay 

Than  vernal  fragrance  and  the  flowers  of  May; 

Together  lyith  her  fitter  fpoufe  fke  <:ame« 

The  fame  their  wedded  Lord,  their  love  the  fame  ; 

The  farpie  the  brightnefe  of  their  fparkling  eyes. 

Bright  as  the  fun  and  azure  as  the  (kits. 

She  who  the  rage  of  Athamas  to  '  ihun 

Plunged  in  the  billows  with  her  infant  fon ; 


**  And  changeful  Proteus f  m^/e  prophetic 

miiki The  fuUeft  and  l^fk  aGconnt  of  the 

£ible  of  Proteus  is  ia  the  fborth  Odyfley. 

*  Thetis. 

*  Here  with  the  Doiphin-^-^CzSitrz  has 
■Jk  moft  abfurd  note  on  this  pafTage. 
Neptune,  /ays  he,  is  the  virifying  fpirxt, 
and  Amphitrite  the  humidity  of  the  fea» 
«which  the  Ddphin,  the  Divine  Intelligence, 
unites  for  the  generation  and  nourimment 
€f  .fiflies.    Whou  fays  he;,  Jcanno(  bst  be 


fimck  mrith  admiradon  to  find  liow  cooib* 
nant  this  is  to  the  facred  Scripture ;  Spiritus 
Domini  fertur  fuper  aquas  i^  The  fpirit  of 
God  wwuedmpon  the  face  ff  the  tvaters^ 
■  '  She  who  the  rage  of  Athamas  tojbvm^  ■ 
Ino,  the  daughter  dt  Cadmns  and  Her- 
mione,  and  (econd  fpoufe  of  Athamas, 
king  of  Thebes.  The  fables  of  her  £ue 
are  various.  That  which  Camoens  fbUowt 
is  the  moft  common.  Athamas  feized  wi^ 
jnadadit  imagined  that  his  ipooie  was  a 

lioncliif 
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A  Goddefs  now,  a  God  the  fmiling  boy 
Together  fped  ;  and  Glaucus  loft  to  "  joy, 
Curft  in  his  love  by  vengeful  Circe's  hate. 
Attending  wept  his  Scylla's  haplefs  fate. 

And  now  affembled  in  the  hall  divine, 
The  ocean  Goda  in  folemn  council  join  ; 
The  Goddefles  on  pearl  embroidery  fate, 
The  Gods  on  fparkling  chryftal  chairs  of  ftate, 
And  proudly  honour'd  on  the  regal  throne, 
Belide  the  ocean's  Lord,  Thyoneus  "  flione. 
High  from  the  roof  the  living  amber  **  glows. 
High  from  the  roof  the  ftream  of  glory  flows. 
And  richer  fragrance  far  around  exhales 
Than  that  which  breathes  on  fair  Arabia's  gales. 


Attention  now  in  liftening  lilence  waits  t 
The  Power,  whofe  bofom  raged  againft  the  Fates,   / 


lionefs,  and  her  two  fons  young  lions.  In 
this  frenzy  he  flew  Learchus,  and  drove  the 
mother  and  her  other  Ton  Mfelicertos  into 
the  fea.  The  corpfe  of  the  mother  was 
thrown  afliore  on  Megaria,  and  that  of  the 
fon  at  Corinth.  They  were  afterwards  dei- 
fied, the  one  as  a  fea  Goddefs,  the  other  as 
the  God  of  harbours. 

m  ,  and  Glaucus  loft  to  joy  A 

iiflierman,  fays  the  fable,  who,  on  eating 
a  certain  herb,  was  turned  into  a  fea  God. 
Circe  was  enamoured  of  him,  and  in  re- 
venge of  Ker  flighted  love,  poifoncd  the 
fountain  where  his  miftrefs  ufually  bathed. 
By  the  force  of  the  enchantment  the  fa- 
voured Scylla  was  changed  into  a  hideous 
mondery  whpfe  loins  were  furrounded  with 


the  ever  barking  heads  of  dogs  and  wdvei^ 
Scylla,  on  this,  threw  herfclf  into  the  fea, 
and  was  metamorphofed  into  the  rock  which 
bears  her  name.  The  rock  Scylla  at  a 
diflance  appears  like  the  flatue  of  a  wo- 
man :  The  furious  daftiing  of  the  waves  in 
the  cavities  which  are  level  with  the 
watcf,  rcfembles  the  barking  of  wolvet 
and  dogs.     Hence  the  fable. 

"  Thyoneus,  a  name  of  Bacchir^. 

•  High  from  the  roof  the  liiHng  amber 
ghmjs 

■     ■  From  the  trched  roof. 

Pendent  by  fubtle  magic,  many  t  row 
Of  (f arry  laiifpi,  and  biasing  creflets,  fed 
With  naphtha  and  afphaltos,  yielded  light 
At  from  a  iky.  Miltom. 


Rifing, 
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iCifing,  cafts  round  his  vfengefu)  eyes,  while  rage 
Spread  o'er  his  brows  the  wiinkled  feams  of  age  j 
O  thou,  he  cries,  whofe  birthright  fovereign  fway, 
From  pole  to  pole,  :the  raging  waves  obey;         '  i 

Of  human  race  'tis  thine  to  fix  the  bounds, 
And  fence  the  nations  with  thy  wateiy  mounds : 
And  thou,  dread  Power^  O  fathet  Ocean,  hear. 
Thou,  whofe  wide  arms  embrace. the  world's  wide  fpherc,    i 
'Tis  thine  the  haughtieft  viftor  to  reftrain, 
And  bind  each  nation  in  its  own  domain  :  ^      / 

And  you,  ye  Gods,  to  whom  the  feas  are  given, 
Your  juft  partition  with»the  Gods  of  heaven; 
You  who,  of  old  unpunifli'd  never  bore 
The  daring  trefpafs  of  a  foreign  oar; . 
You  who  beheld,  when  Eapth's  dread  offspring  ftrove' 
To  fcale  the  vaulted  Iky,  the  feat  of  Jove : 
Indignant  Jove  deep  to  .the  nether  world 
The  rebel  band  in  blazing  thunders  hurl'd.  ,i 

Alas !  the  great  monition  loft  on  you. 

Supine  you  flumber,  while  a  roving  crew,  j 

With  impious  fearch,  explore  the  wateiy  way. 
And  unrefifted  throughyour  empire  ftray  :      ..  :  ,  .  j 

To  feize  the  facred  treafures  of  the  main,.  :; 

Their  fearlefs  prows  your  ;^cient  laws  difdain  :  /.^ 

Where  far  from  mortal  fight  his  hoary  head 
Old  Ocean  hides,  their  daring  fails  they  fpread,  ^^      '^ 

I  i  And 
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And  their  glad  (houts  are^fAocd  where  the  roar  ^ 
Of  mounting  billows  only  howl'd  before* 
Jn  wonder,  fileiit,  ready  Boregs  fees 
Your  pafiive  languor,  and  negle^ful  eafc  % 
Ready  with  force  auxiliar  to  reftrain 
The  bold  intruders  on  your  awful  reign » 
Prepared  to  burft  his  tempefts,  as  of  oW, 
When  his  black  whirlwinds  o'er  the  ocean  foU'd, 
And  rent  the  Mynian  •  fails,  whofe  impioue  pride 
Firft  braved  their  fury,  and  your  power  defied. 
Nor  deem  that  fraudful  I  my  hope  deny  j 
My  darkened  glory  fped  me  from  the  fky^ 
How  high  my  honours  on  the  Indian  Ibore  I 
How  foon  thefe  honours  rauft  avail  no  taorc ! 
Unlefs  thefe  rovers,  who  with  doubled  fhame 
To  ftain  my  conquefts,  bear  my  vaffal's  ^  name» 

Unlefs  they  perilh  on  the  billowy  way i 

Then  roufe,  ye  Gods,  and  vindicate  your  fway. 
The  Powers  of  heaven  in  vengeful  angttiilh  fee 
The  Tyrant  of  the  ikies,  and  Fate's  decree; 
The  dread  decree,  that  to  the  Lufian  train 
Configns,  betrays  your  empire  of  the  main : 
Say,  ftiall  your  wrong  alarm  the  high  abodes. 
And  men  exalted  to  the  rank  of  gods» 

f  And  rent  thi  Mynian  fails — The  fails  ^  See  the  fiiit  note  oa  the  SA  Imh^f 

4f  the JVrgonaats,  inhal^iunts  of  Myiua.         tlieLufia4*  .,     r 

O'er 
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O'er  you  exalted,  while  in  carele^  eafc  '  '1 

You  yield  the  wreftcd  trident  of  the  feas, 

Ufurp'd  your  monarchy,  your  honours  ftained,. 

Your  birth-right  ravifh'4,  and  your  waves  profanad  I    , 

Alike  the  daring  wrong  to  me,  to  you. 

And  (hall  my  lips  in  vain  your  vengeance  fue  ! 

This,  this  to  fue  from  high  Olympus  bore 

More  he  attempts,  but. rage  permits  no  more. 
Fierce  burfting  wrath  the  watery  gods  infpircs, 
And  their  red  eye^balls  bum  with  livid  fires : 
Heaving  and  panting  ftruggles  every  breaft. 
With  the  fierce  billows  of  hot  ire  oppreft. 
Twice  from  his  feat  divining  Proteus  rofe, 
And  twice  he  fhook  enraged  his  fedgy  brows.: 
In  vain ;  the  mandate  was  already  giv?n. 
From  Neptune  fent,  to  loofe  the  winds  of  heaven  : 
In  vain  j  though  prophecy  his  lips  infpired^ 
The  ocean's  queen  his  filent  lips  required. 
Nor  lefs  the  ftorm  of  headlong  rage  denies. 
Or  council  to  debate,  or  thought  to  rife. 
And  now  the  God  of  Tempefts  fwift  unbinds 
From  their  dark  caves  the  various  rufhing  winds : 
High  o'er  the  ftorm  the  Power  impetuous  rides. 
His  howling  voice  the  roaring  tempeft  guides  ; 
Right  to  the  dauntlefs  fleet  their  rage  he  pours, 
And  firft  their  headlong  outrage  tears  the  fhores : 

1  i  2  And 
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A  deeper  night  involves  the  darkened  air, 

And  livid  flaflies  through  the  mountains  glare : 

Up-rooted  oaks,  with  all  their  leafy  pride, 

Rowl  thundering  down  the  groaning  mountains'  fide ; 

And  men  and  herds  in  clamorous  uproar  run, 

The  rocking  towers  and  craftiing  woods  to  fhun. 

While  thus  the  council  of  the  watery  ftate 
Enraged  decreed  the  Lufian  heroes*  fate, 
The  weary  flee^  before  the  gentle  gale 
With  joyful  hope  difplayed  the  fteady  fail ; 
Thro'  the  fmooth  deep  they  ploughed  the  lengthening  way ; 
Beneath  the  wave  the  purple  car  of  day 
To  fable  night  the  eaftern  (ky  refign'd, 
And  o'er  the  decks  cold  breath'd  the  midnight  wind. 
All  but  the  watch  in  warm  pavilions  flept. 
The  fccond  watch  the  wonted  vigils  kept : 
Supine  their  limbs,  the  maft  fupports  the  head, 
And  the  broad  yard  fail  o'er  their  fhoulders  fpread 
A  grateful  cover  from  the  chilly  gale. 
And  fleep's  foft  dews  their  heavy  eyes  aflaiL 
Languid  againft  the  languid  Power  they  ftrive,. 
And  fweet  difcourfe  preferves  their  thoughts  alive. 
When  Leonardo,  whofe  enamoured  thought 
In  every  dream  the  plighted  fair-one  fought, 
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The  dews  of  fleep  what  better  to  remove 
Than  the  foft,  woful,  pleafing  tales  of  love? 
Ill  timed,  alas,  the  brave  !Veloso  cries. 
The  tales  of  love,  that  melt  the  heart  and  eyes. 
The  dear  enchantments  of  the  fair  I  know, 
The  fearful  tranfport  and  the  rapturous  woe : 
But  with  our  ftate  ill  fuits  the  grief  or  joy  5 
Let  war,  let  gallant  war  our  thoughts  employ  : 
With  dangers  threatened,  let  the  tale  infpire 
The  foorn  of  danger,  and  the  hero's  fire. 
His  mates  with  joy  the  brave  Vexoso  hear, 
And  on  the  youth  the  fpeaker*«  toil  confer. 
The  brave  Veiloso  takes  the  word  vvith  joy,^ 
And  truth,  he  cries,  Ihall  thefe  flow  hours  decoy. 
The  warlike  tale  adorns  our  nation's  fame. 
The  twelve  of  England  give  the  noble  theme. 


When  Pedro's  gallant  heir^  the  valiant  John, 
Gave  war's  full  iplendor  to  the  Lufian  throne. 
In  haughty  England,  where  the  winter  fpreads 
His  fnowy  mantle  o'er  the  fluning  meads  ', 


'  In  baugbtj  England  wben  jtbg  ivinUr 
Jpreads 
His  fnowy  mantled  if  tbt  Jhininjg  mtads. 

In  tkeofigiiudy 

La  na  grande  Inrlaterra,  qne  de  neve 

Boreal  fempre  ahunda   < 
That  u,   '^  In  illaftrious  England^  always 
'**  covered  with  northern  fnow."    Though 
<he  tranflator  was   willing  to  retain  me 


manner  of  Horner^  he  thoaght  it  proper  to 
correal  the  error  in  natonu  hiftoiy  fallei 
into  by  Camoens.  Fanfhaw  feems  to  have 
been  ienfible  of  the  miftake  of  his  aathor» 
and  has  given  the  following,  uncountenanced 
by  the  Portugae(ie«  in  plsuJe  of  the  «temai 
fnows  afcribed  to  his  country. 

lo  merry  England,  which  (from  cliffs  thtc  ftwid 
Like  hills  of  fnow)  once  Albion*s  name  did  git* 

The 


e 


,48  THE        L    U   S   I   A   D. 

The  feeds  of  ftrife  the  fierce  Erynnis  fowsj 
The  baleful  ftrife  from  court  diffention  rofc. 
With  every  charm  adom'd,.  and  every  grace^ 
That  fpreads  its.magic  o*cr  the  female  face. 
Twelve  ladies  fhined  the  courtly  train  among> 
The  firft,,the  faireft.  of  the  courtly  throng, 
But  Envy's  breath  revile4  their  injured  name. 
And  ftain'd  the  honpur  pf  their  virgin  famte. 
Twelve  youthful  barons  own'd  the  foul  report. 
The  charge  at  firft,  perhapa,  a  tale  of  fport. 
Ah,  bafe  the  fport  that  lightly  dares  defame 
The  facred  honour  of  a  lady's  name ! 
What  '  knighthood  aiks  the  proud  accufers  yield. 
And  dare  the  damfeU'  champions  to  the  field. 


BpmlVJ; 


'  ffhat  knighthood  afis  thi  froud  aeeu/ers 
yield. 
And  dare  the  dam/eh*  champions  to  thtjkld. 

The  tnuiflator,  either  by  his  own  re- 
searches, or  by  his  application  to  fome  gen- 
tlemen who  were  moft  likely  to  inform  hiniy 
has  not  been  able  to  difcorer  the  flightt ft 
Ycftige  of  this  chivalrous  adventure  in  any 
memoirs  of  the  Engliih  kiilofy.  It  is  pror 
bable,  neverthelefs,  that  however  adorned 
with  romantic  ornament,  ix  is  npt  eotirely 
without  foundation  in  truth.  Caflera,  who 
unhappily  does  not  dte  his  authority,  gives 
the  names  ef  the  twelve  Portuguele  cham- 
pions; Alv^ro  Vaz  d'^lmada„  afterwards 
count  d'Avrai^hes  in  Normandy ;  another 
Alvaro  d'Almada,  fbrnamed  the  Jufter, 
from  his  dpctprity  at  that  warlike  exerdfe  ; 
Lppex  Fernando  Padieco;  Pedro  Hoipen 
I^Acofla;  Juan  Auguftin  Fereyra;  l4uis 
Gonfalez  de  Malafair ;  the  two  brothers 
Alvaro  and  Rodrigo  Mendez  de  Cerveyra  ; 
Ruy  Gomex  de  bylva ;  Soueyro  d'Acofta, 
who  gave  hk  name  to  the  river  Acofta  in 
Africa;   Martin  Lopez    d'Azevedo;   and 


Alvaro  GonTalez  de  Coutigno,  fumame^ 
Magricio.  The  names  ot  Ac  EngUA^* 
champions  and  of  the  Indies,  he  conmfta 
are  unknown,  nor  does  hifbry-pofitively  ex- 
plain the  injury  of  which  the  dames  com- 
plained. It  muft  however,  he  adds,  have 
been  fuch  as  required  tiie  atonememt  of 
blood;  //  falloit  au*elU  fit  fmnglmntet  fince' 
two  foreiieigiif  atkiwed  tO:  dmnmne  if  bf 
the  fword.  '*  Some  critics,  fays  Caftera» 
**  may  perhaps  oondeam  this  epifod^  of- 
'*  Camoens  ;  but  for  my  part  (he  continues) 
**  I  think  the  adventure  of  Glindo  and  So- 
"  phronia,  in  Taffo,  is  much  more  to  be 
'<  blamed.  The  epifode  of  the  Italiivt 
'<  poet  is  totally  exuoerant,  efi  tout-h-fetii 
"  ftftuhe^  whereas  that  of  the  Portugneie 
'<  has  a  direct  relation  to  hii  propoiot 
''  fubje£i;  the  wars  of  his  country,  a.vift 
"  field,  in  which  he 'has  admirably  foe - 
"  ceeded,  without  prejudice  to  the  fiift  np|e 
'*  of  the  epopea,  uie  unity  of  the  adtiop." 
To  this  may  be  added  the  fuffrage  of  Vor* 
taire,  who  acknowledges  that  Caiooei^s  (ut-- 
fully  interweaves  the  hiftory  of  Portn|aL 
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•*  There  let  the  caufe,  as  hdnour  wiHs,  be  tried, 
^  And  let  the  lance  and  nithlcfs  fword  decide^" 
The  lovely  denies  implore  the  coortly  tndn. 
With  tears  implore  thetn,  but  implore  in  vain. 
So  famed,  fo  dreaded  tower'd  each  boaftful  Icnight, 
The  damfels'  lovers  fliunn'd  the  proffered  fight. 
Of  arm  unable  lo  itpel  the  ftrong. 
The  heart's  each  feeling  confcioufi  of  the  wrong. 
When  robVd  of  all  the  fera^e  Kre^ft  holds  dmx^ 
Ah  heaven,  how  bitter  flows  the  female  tear! 
To  X.ancafter!s  bold  dfike  the  dam^  fiid ; 
Adown  thdr  chee'fcs,  now  paler  thaii  tlbsihue 
Of  fnowdrops  trembUaag  to  the  chilly  gale. 
The  flow-paced  chryftal  tears  tliar  wrongs  "be waJL 
When  down  the  beaiUe6iw  face  the  dew-drop  flows. 
What  manly  bofom  can  its  force  oppofel 

And  the  fereitft  crific  maft  allow  that  ilhe  is  1)etter  adapted  t»  the  drcamfbuicet  cif  the 

-cpifode  related  by  VdoTo,  iskM^ly  n«R>-  SptstkMx  aad  his  attdiffiioe,  than  almoft  anf 

.4mced.    Tb  one  who  has  ever  been  at  fea,  ^  the  long  hiftoiies  which  on  all  occafiona^ 

the  fcene  muft  be  particolarfy  |ka&ig.  The  and  iJMnotimei  io  the  heat  «f  tn»cle»  thft 


deet  is  imder  (ail,  they  plough  the  Smooth  Jieroes  ^f  the  Iliad  relate  to  each  other« 

4ieep«  Pope  has  beea  already  ckeds  as  |mn^  his 

And  ^*er  ch«  decks  cold  breathM  the  midnisht  fiuidion  to  the  fine  e^d  of  variety  in  the 

wind.  sypic  poem.^  The  preft»t  iaifauice,  wkick 

^AU'bat  the  iecond  watch  are  aileep  in  thek  &a  a  peculiar  advant^,  in  am^d)Iy  fn- 

^warm  pavilions  ;  the  iecond  watch,  lit  l;^  'Spending  the  mind  of  the  Tea£r  after  the 


-die  maft  (heltered  from  the  (^lly  gale  by  a  Aorm  is  raifed  by  the  machinations  of  Bac- 

l>road  iail-cloth  ;  fietp  begins  to  overpower  chus,  may  be  cited  as  «  confirmation  of  tlii 

them,  and  they  tell  ftones  to  entertain  one  :<^miion  m  that  judidoos  poet.     Vet  hoW" 

.another.    Por  beautiful  pidtureimie  fimpk-  ever  defenfible  this  epifodeofCamoens  may 

•city  there  is  no  Tea- foene  eqnai  x»  this  in  appcarlo  the  tranflator,  he  ean  by  no  mean» 

4he  Qd(yfley  or  £a^id«     And  even  tiie  pre-  ^^  with  Caflera  that  the  adventm^  t)f 

jtidicc  of  a  Scaliger  mnft  have  cgnfefled^  Olindo  and  Sophronia^  in  TafTo,  is  totalljr 

:that  the  i^mantic  duvabons  Jiarmtvire  lof  exnberanL    Like  die   ^pifode  o£  Velofb, 

Tdofo«  it  is  intima^lbr  connefi%d  widi  the  iubjed 

lerithdto^  Hire^tenM,  let  the  taie  ki^nfO  ^^  «^^  ^^  ^e  jpoem.    :See  the  ikpad 

T^tootn  of  danser^  and  the  hcfo*^  $ixt.  ^Mt  nf  die  Qierufafemmt  Li6trattu 

His 
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His  hoary  curkth' iiidignaxit  hero  fliakes,     .    . 

And  all  his  youthful  rage  rcftorcd  awakes :      -  , 

Though  loth,  he  cries,  to  plunge  my  bold  compeers 

In  civil  difcord,  yet  appeafe  your  tears  : 

From  Lufitania  —  for  on  Lufian  ground 

Brave  Lancafter  had  ftrode  with  lawrel  crown'd; 

Had  mark'd  how  bold  the  Lufian  heroes  flione. 

What  ■  time  he  claiufd  the  proud  Caftilian  throne. 

How  matchlefs  pour'd  the  tempeft  of  their  might,  . 

When  thundering  at  his  fide  they  ruled  the  fight : 

Nor  lefs  their  ardent  paflion  for  the  fair. 

Generous  and  brave,  he  view'd  with  wondering  care. 

When  crown'd  with  rofes  to  the  nuptial  bed 

The  warlike  John  his  lovely  daughter  led^ — 

From  Lufitania!s  clime,  the  hero  cries, 

The  gallant  champions  of  your  fame  fliall  rife. 

Their  hearts  will  burn,  for  well  their  hearts  I  know, 

To  pour  your  vengeance  on  the  guilty  foe. 

Let  courtly  phrafe  the  heroes'  worth  admire. 

And  for  your  injured  names  that  worth  require  : 

Let  all  the  foft  endearments  of  the  fair. 

And  words  that  weep  your  wrongs,  your  wrongs  declare. 

Myfelf  the  heralds  to  the  chiefs  will  fend, 

And  to  the  king  my  valiant  fon  commend. 

*  JJ  bat  timt  be  claimed  t be  proud  Cajiilian  tcred  Galida,  and  was  proclaimed  king  of 

tbrone. Jobn  oi  Gaunt ^  duke  oi  Lan-  Caftileatthe  city  of  St.  Jago  deComppftella.' 

cailer,  claimed  the  crown  of  Callile  in  the  He  afterwards  relinquifhed  his  preteniion^ 

right  of  his  wife,  Donna  Conjfantia^  daagh-  on  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  Cataliha^ 

tcr  of  Don  Pedro^  the  late  king.   Afliftcd  by  with  the  infant  Don  Henrj  otCaftile.     Sec' 

his  fon-in-lawy  John  L  of  Portugal,  he  en-  the  fecond  note,  p.  167. 

He 
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He  ipoke ;  and  twelve  of  Lufian  race  he  names. 
All  noble  youths,  the  champions  of  the  dani^es. 

The  dames  by  lot  their  gallant  champions .'  chufe,     • 

I* 

And  each  her  hero's  name  exulting  views* . 

Each  in  a  various  letter  hails  her  chief, 

And  earneft  for  his  aid  relates  her  grief  : 

Each  to  the:king  her  courtly  homage  fends. 

And  valiant  Lancafter  their  caufe  commends. 

Soon  as  to  Tagus*  (hores  the  heralds  came, 

Swift  through  the  palace  pours  the  fprightly  flame 

Of  high-foul'd  chivalry ;  the  monarch  glows 

Firft  on  the  lifted  field  to  dare  the  foes  -, 

But  regal  ftate  withheld.     Alike  their  fires 

Each  courtly  noble  to  the  toil  afpires  : 

High  on  his  helm,  the  envy  of  his  peers, 

Each  chofen  knight  the  plume  of  combat  wears. 

In  that  proud  port  half  circled  by  the  •  wave, 

Which  Portugallia  to  the  nation  gave, 

A  deathlefs  name,  a  fpeedy  floop  receives 

The  fculptured  bucklers,  and  the  clafping  greaves. 

The  fwords  of  Ebro,  fpears  of  .lofty  fize. 

And  breaft-platcs  flaming  with  a  thoufand  dyes, 

*  TJbe  dames  hy  lot  their  gallant  champions  ^  In  that  proud  'p$rt  half  tirckd  hy  tht 

chufe, — The  ten  champions,  who  in  the  fifth  nuanje^ 

bfltok  of  the  Jerufalem  are  fent  by  Godfrey  Which  Portugailia  to  the  nation  gave, 

for  the  afliftancc  of  Armida,  are  chpfen  by.       J  deathlefs  name Oporto,    caUed  by 

lot.     Taffo,  who  had  read  the  Lufiad,  jind  the  Romans  Colic.  Jisncc  Portugal. 

admii-ed  its  author,  undoubtedly  had   the  ' 

Portuguefc  poet  in  his  eye.  ..  •  ^  • 

K  k  Helmets 
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Helmets  high  plumed,  and,  pawing  for  the  fight,  ;  '^  '. 

Bold  fteeds,  whofehamcfe  flione  with  filvery  *  light  . 

Dazzling  the  day.    And  now  the  rifing  gale  /         .-.:.._* 

Invites  the  heroes,  and  demands 3 the  fail^    ;  .   •-    .  ,  }  ;  '^ 

When  brave  Magricio  thus  his  peers  addrcft,. 

Oh,  friends  in  arm^s,  of  equal  powers  confcft, 

Long  have  I  hoped  through  fordgn  climes,  to  ftskf^,  .  •: 

Where  other  ftreams  than  Douro  wind  their  way ;, 

To  note  what  various  fhares  of  bHfs  and  woe 

From  various  laws  and  various  cuftoms  flow  y  . . 

Nor  deem  that  artful  I  -the  fight  decline  ;  !    • 

England  (hall  know  the  combat  fliall  be  mine^ 

By  land  I  fpeed,  and  fhould  dark  fate  prevent. 

For  death  alone  fliall  blight  my  firm  intent. 

Small  may  the  forrow  for  my  abfence  be. 

For  yours  were  conqueft,  though  unfliared  by  me. 

Yet  fomething  more  than  human  warms  my  *  breaflr> 

And  fudden  whifpers,  In  our  fortunes  blefl:, 

Nor  envious  chance,  nor  rocks,  nor  whelmy  tidc^ 

Shall  our  glad  meeting  at  the  lift  divide. 

He  faid;  and  now  the  rites  of  parting  friends 
Sufficed,  through  Leon  and  Cafteel  he  bends. 

*  lltf  fimttbing  more  than  human  warm       LiteraUy,  "  Bat  if  my  fpiiit  truly  dirioe..^ 
mj  breafi^  Thus  rendered  by  f  aiiiha\v» 

M$%jt  a  verdadt  o  ej^irito  wu  fidtvmb^ 

On 
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On  many  a  field  enrapt  the  hero  flood. 
And  the  proud  fcencs  of  Lufian  conqueft  viewed. 
Nayar  he  paft,  and  paft  the  dreary  wild. 
Where  rocks  on  rocks  o'er  yawning  glyns  arc  piled ; 
The  wolfs  dread  range^  where  to  the  evening  fkies 
In  clouds  involved  the  cold  Pyrcnians  rife. 
Through  Gallia's  flowery  vales  and  wheaten  plains 
He  ftrays,  and  Belgia  now  his  fteps  detains. 
There,  as  forgetful  of  his  vow'd  intent. 
In  various  cares  the  fleeting  days  he  fpent : 
His  peers  the  while  direct  to  England's  ftrand. 
Plough  the  chill  northern  wave  j  and  now  at  land, 
Adom'd  in  armour,  and  embroidery  gay. 
To  lordly  London  hold  the  crowded  way : 
Bold  Lancafter  receives  the  knights  with  joy, 
The  feafl  and  warlike  fong  each  hour  employ. 
The  beauteous  dames  attending  wake  their  fire. 
With  tears  enrage  them,  and  with  fmiles  infpirc. 
And  now  with  douibtful  blufties  rofe  the  day. 
Decreed  the  rites  of  wounded  fame  to  pay. 
The  Englifh  monarch  gives  the  lifted  bounds. 
And,  fixt  in  rank,  with  fliining.fpears  furrounds. 
Before  their  dames  the  gallant  knights  advance. 
Each  like  a  Mars,  and  fhake  the  beamy  lance : 
The  dames,  adorn'd  in  filk  vid  gold,  difplay 
A  thoufand  colours  glittering  to  the  day ; 

K  k  2  Alone 
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Alone  in  tears,  and  doleful  mourning,  came, 
Unhonour'd  by  her  knight,  Magricio's  dame,  . 
Fear  not  our  prowefs,  cry  the  bold  Eleven,         , 
In  numbers,  not  in  might,  we  ftand  uneven. 
More  could  we  fpare,  fecure  of  dauntlefs  might. 
When  for  the  injured  female  name  we  fight,. 

.7"-   .*  J  • 

Beneath  a  canopy  of  regal  ftatc, 
High  on  a  throne  the  Englifh  monarch  fate, 
'AH  round  the  ladies  and  the  barons  bold. 
Shining  in  proud  array  their  ftations  hold.  -^ 

Now  o'er  the  theatre  the  champions  pour. 
And  facing  three  to  three,  and  four  to  four, 
Flourifh  their  arms  in  prelude.     From  the  bay  * 

Where  flows  the  Tagus  to  the  Indian  fea. 
The  fun  beholds  not  in  his  annual  race- 
A  twelve  more  fightly,  more  of  manly  grace 
Than  tower'd  the  Englifh  knights.    With  froathing  jaws: 
Furious  each  fteed  the  bit  reftriftive  gnaws. 
And  rearing  to  approach  the  rearing  foe. 
Their  wavy  manes  are  dafli'd  with  foamy  fnow : 
Crofs-darting  to  the  fun  a  thoufand  rays 
The  champions'  helmets  as  the  chryftal  blaze.  . 
Ah  now,  the  trembling  ladies'  cheeks  how  wan  ! 
Cold  crept  their  blood  j  when  through  the  tumult  ran 

A  fhout 
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A  ftiout  loud  gathering ;  tum'd  was  every  eye 

Where  rofe  the  fhout,  the  fudden  caufe  to  fpy. 

And  lo,  in  fhining  arms  a  warrior  rode, 

With  confcious  pride  his  fnorting  courfer  trodj 

Low  to  the  monarch  and  the  dames  he  bendy. 

And  now  the  great  Magricio  joins  his  friends. 

With  looks  that  glowed,  exulting  rofe  the  fair, 

Whofe  wounded  honour  claim'd  the  hero's  care. 

Afide  the  doleful  weeds  of  mourning  thrown^ 

In  dazzling  purple  and  in  gold  (he  fhone. 

Now  loud  the  fignal  of  the  fight  rebounds 

Quivering  the  air,  the  meeting  (hock  refounds 

Hoarfe  uproar  ;  bucklers  dafhed  on  bucklers  ring. 

The  fplintered  lances  round  their  helmets  fmg. 

Their  fwords  flafh  lightning,  darkly  reeking  o'er 

The  fhining  mail-plates  flows  the  purple  gore. 

Torn  by  the  fpur,  the  loofened  reins  at  large. 

Furious  the  fteeds  in  thundering  plunges  charge ;, 

Trembles  beneath  their  hoofs  the  folid  ground. 

And  thick  the  fiery  fparkles  flafh  around, 

A  dreadful  blaze !  with  pleafing  horror  thrill'd 

The  croud  behold  the*  terrors  of  the  field. 

Here  flunn'd  and  ftaggering  with  the  forceful  blow, 

A  bending  champion-  grafps  the  faddle-bow^; 

Here  backward  bent  a  falling  knight  reclines. 

His  plumes  difhonour'd  lafh  the  courfer's  loins. 

So 
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So  tired  and  ftagger'd  foil'd  the  Aoubtfbl  figHt, 
When  great  Magricio  kindling  all  his  might 
Gave  all  hia  rage  to  burn  :  with  headlong  force, 
Confcious  of  vifiory,  his  bounding  horfe 
Wheels  round  and  round  the  foe ;  the  hero's  fpear 
Now  on  the  front,  now  flaming  on  the  rear. 
Mows  down  their  firmeft  battle ;  groans  the  ground. 
The  fplinter'd  fhields  and  clofen  helms  refbund 
Beneath  his  courfer ;  torn  the  harnefs  gay 
Here  from  the  mafter  fprings  the  deed  away ; 
Obfcene  with  duft  and  gore,  flow  from  the  ground 
Riflng,  the  mafl:er  rowls  his  eyes  around. 
Pale  as  a  fpeftrc  on  the  Stygian  coafl:. 
In  all  the  rage  of  flaame  confufed  and  loft : 
Here  low  on  earthy  and  o*er  the  riders  thrown. 
The  wallowing  courfers  and  the  riders  groan : 
Before  their  glimmering  viiion  dies  the  light. 
And  deep  defcends  the  gloom  of  death's  eternal  night. 
They  now  who  boafted,  ^  Let  the  fword  decide," 
Alone  in  flight's  ignoble  aid  confide  : 
Loud  to  the  flcics  the  fhout  of  joy  proclaims 
The  fpotlefs  honour  of  the  ladies'  names. 

In  painted  halls  of  ftate  and  rofy  bowers. 
The  twelve  brave  Lufians  crown  the  feftive  hours. 


Bold 
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Bold  Lancafter  the  princely  feaft  beftows. 

The  goblet  circles,  and  the  mufic  flows ;  , 

And  every  care>  the  tranfport  6f  their  joy. 

To  tend  the  knights  the  lovely  dames  employ ; 

The  green-boughed  forefts  by  the  lawns  of  Thames 

Behold  the  vidor-champions  and  the  dames 

Roufe  the  tall  roe-buck  o'er  the  dews  of  morn. 

While  through  the  dales  of  Kent  refourids  the  bugle-horn* 

The  fultry  noon  the  princely  banquet  owns. 

The  minftrel's  fong  of  war  the  banquet  crowns  ; 

And  when  the  (hades  of  gentle  evening  fall. 

Loud  with  the  dance  refbunds  the  lordly  hall  r 

The  golden  roofs,  while  Vefper  fhines,  prolong^ 

The  meafured  cadence^  and  accompanied  fong* 

Thus  paft  the  days  on  England's  happy  iirand> 

Till  the  dear  memory  of  their  natal  land 

Sigh'd  for  the  banks  of  Tagus.     Yet  the  breail 

Of  brave  Magricio  fpurns  the  thoughts  of  reft^ 

In  Gaul's  proud  court  he  fought  the  lifted  plain^ 

In  arms  an  injured  lady's  knight  again. 

As  Rome's  Corvinus  o'er  the  field  he  ^  ftrode. 

And  on  the  foe's  huge  cuirafs  proudly  trod*. 


y  As  Rome^s  Cor*vinus — Valerius  Maxi-  pecked  his  face  and  hand,  and  rometlmes 

inus»    a  Roman  tribane,  who  fought  and  blinded  him  with  the  flapping  of  his  wings, 

flew  a  Gaul  of  enormous  ftature,  in  fingle  The  vidtor  was  thence  named  Corvinus. 

combat.    During  the  duel  a  raven  percted  Vid.^  Liv.  1.  7.  c  26. 


on  the  hetm  of  his  antagonift^  fometime» 


No 
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So  tired  and  ftagger'd  foil'd  the  doubtfbl  figHt, 
When  great  Magricio  kindling  all  his  might 
Gave  all  his  rage  to  burn  :  with  headlong  force^ 
Confcious  of  viilory,  his  bounding  horfp 
Wheels  round  and  round  the  foe ;  the  hero's  fpear 
Now  on  the  front,  now  flaming  on  the  rear. 
Mows  down  their  firmeft  battle ;  groans  the  ground. 
The  fplinter'd  fhields  and  clofen  helms  refound 
Beneath  his  courfer ;  torn  the  harnefs  gay 
Here  from  the  mafter  fprings  the  fteed  away ; 
Obfcene  with  duft  and^ore,  flow  from  the  ground 
Rifing,  the  maflier  rowls  his  eyes  around. 
Pale  as  a  fpeftrc  on  the  Stygian  coafl:. 
In  all  the  rage  of  flaame  confufed  and  loft  : 
Here  low  on  earthy  and  o*er  the  riders  thrown. 
The  wallowing  courfers  and  the  riders  groan : 
Before  their  glimmering  viiion  dies  the  light. 
And  deep  defcends  the  gloom  of  death's  eternal  night. 
They  now  who  boafted,  ^  Let  the  fword  decide," 
Alone  in  flight's  ignoble  aid  confide  : 
Loud  to  the  flcics  the  fhout  of  joy  proclaims 
The  fpotlefs  honour  of  the  ladies'  names. 

In  painted  halls  of  ftate  and  roiy  bowers. 
The  twelve  brave  Lufians  crown  the  feftivc  hours. 


Bold 
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Bold  Lancafter  the  princely  feaft  beftows. 

The  goblet  circles,  and  the  mufic  flows  5 

And  every  care,  the  tranfport  6f  their  joy. 

To  tend  the  knights  the  lovely  dames  employ ; 

The  green-boughed  forefts  by  the  lawns  of  Thames 

Behold  the  vidlor-champions  and  the  dames 

Roufe  the  tall  roe-buck  o'er  the  dews  of  morn. 

While  through  the  dales  of  Kent  refounds  the  bugle-horn* 

The  fultry  noon  the  princely  banquet  owns. 

The  minftrel's  fong  of  war  the  banquet  crowns  ; 

And  when  the  (hades  of  gentle  evening  fall. 

Loud  with  the  dance  refounds  the  lordly  hall  r 

The  golden  roofs,  while  Vefper  fhines,  prolong^^ 

The  meafured  cadence^  and  accompanied  fong* 

Thus  paft  the  days  on  England's  happy  ilrand> 

Till  the  dear  memory  of  their  natd  land 

Sigh'd  for  the  banks  of  Tagus.     Yet  the  bread 

Of  brave  Magricio  fpurns  the  thoughts  of  reft^ 

In  Gaul's  proud  court  he  fought  the  lifted  plain^ 

In  arms  an  injured  lady's  knight  again. 

As  Rome's  Corvinus  o'er  the  field  he  ^  ftrode. 

And  on  the  foe's  huge  cuirafs  proudly  trod-. 


y  As  Rome*!  Cor*vinus — Valerius  Maxi-  pecked  his  face  and  hand,  and  rometimes 

mus,    a  Roman  tribane,  who  fought  and  blinded  him  with  the  flapping  of  his  wings, 

ilew  a  Gaul  of  enormous  ftature,  in  fingle  The  vtdor  was  thence  named  Corvinus* 

combat.    Durinj;  the  duel  a  raven  percted  Vid*^  Liv.  1.  7.  c  26* 


on  the  hetm  of^his  antagooift,.  fometimes 


N© 


*58 


THE        L  U  S   I    A    D. 


Book  VI. 


No  more  by  Tyranny's  proud  tongue  reviled. 
The  Flandrian  countefs  on  her  hero  "  fmiled. 
The  Rhine  another  paft,  and  proved  his  *  might, 
A  fraudful  German  dared  him  to  the  fight, 
Strain'd  in  hits  grafp  the  fraudful  boafter  fell— — 
Here  fudden  ftopt  the  youth ;  the  diftant  yell 
Of  gathering  tempeft  founded  in  his  ears, 
Unheard,  unheeded  by  his  liftening  peers, 
Earneft  at  full  they  urge  him  to  relate 
Magricio's  combat,  and  the  German's  fate. 


*  The  Flandrian  counte/s  on  her  hero  fmiled. 
—The  princefsy  for  whom  Magricio  iigna- 
lized  his  valour,  was  Ifabella  of  Portugal/ 
and  fpoufe  to  Philip  the  Good,  duke  of 
Burgundy,  and  earl  of  Flanders.  Some 
Spanifti  chronicles  relate,  that  Charles  VII. 
of  France,  having  afTcmbled  the  dates  of 
his  kingdom,  cited  Philip  to  appear  with 
his  other  vaffals.  Ifabella,  who  was  prefcirt, 
folemnly  protefted  that  the  carls  of  Flan- 
ders were  not  obliged  to  do  homage.  A 
difpute  arofe,  on  which  ihe  offered,  accord- 
ing to  the  cuflom  of  that  age,  to  appeal  to 
the  fate  of  arms.  The  propofal  was  accep- 
ted, and  Magricio  the  champion  oi  Ifabella 
vanquiflied  a  French  chevalier,  appointed 
fey  Charles.  Though  owr  authors  do  npt 
mention  this  adventure,  and  though  Em- 
manuel de  Faria,  and  the  beft  Poiiuguefe 
writers  treat  it  with  doubt,  nothing  to  the 
difadvantage  of  Camoens  is  thence  to  bfc 
inferred.  A  poet  is  not  obliged  always  \o 
follow  the  trtitb  of  hiftory. 

^  The  Rhine  another  paj},  and  proiPd  his 
viight — This  was  Alvaro  \^az  d'Almada. 
The  chronicle  of  Garibay  relates,  that  at 
Bafil  he  received  from  a  German  a  cha- 
lenge  to  meafure  fwords,  on  condition  that 
each  (hould  fight  with  the  right  fide  un- 
armed ;  the  German  by  this  hoping  to  be 
vidlorious,  for  he  was  left-handed.  The 
Poituguefe,  fufpefting  no  fraud,  accepted* 


When  the  combat  began  he  perceived  die 
inequality.  His  right  fide  unarmed  was 
cxpofed  to  the  enemy,  whofe  left  fide,* 
which  was  neareil  to  him,  was  defended 
with  half  a  cuirafs.  Notwithftand^g  all 
this,  the  brave  Alvaro  obtained  the  vic- 
tory. He  fprung  upon  the  German,  (eiaed 
him,  and  grafpmg  him  forcibly  in  his* 
arms,  flifled  ahd  cni^ed  kim  to  death  ; 
imitating  the  condu£l  of  Hercules,  who  in 
tihe  fame  manner  flew  die  cruel  Anteos. 
Here  we  ought  to  remark  the  addrefs  of 
our  author  ;  he  defcribts  at  length  the  in- 
jury and  grief  of  the  Englifh  ladies,  the 
^'oyage  of  the  twelve  champions  to  Eng- 
land, and  the  prowefs  they  there  difplayed. 
When  Vclo§3  relates  thefe,  the  fea  is  caln> ; 
but  no  fooner  does  it  begiii  to  be  troubled, 
than  the  foldier  abridges  his  recital:  we 
fee  him  follow  by  degrees  the  preludes  of 
the  florm,  we  perceive  the  anxiety  of  his 
mind  on  the  view  of  the  approaching  dan- 
ger, haflening  his  narration  to  an  .end. 
Voila  ce  que  s^appelle  des  etupi  de  maitre» 
Behold  the  ftrokes  of  a  mafter.  This  note, 
and  the  one  preceding,  are  from  Caftera. 

Joam  Franco  Barreto,  whofe  fhort  nomen- 
dateris  printed  as  an  index  to  the  Porfu- 
guefe  editions  of  the  Lufiad,  informs  us,  that 
Magricio  was  fon  of  the  marifchal  Concalo 
Coutinho,  and  brpther  to  Don  Vafco  Cou- 
tinho,  the  firft  count  de  Marialva. 

When 
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When  fhrilly  whiftling  through  the  decks  rcfounds 
The  mafter's  call,  and  loud  his  voice  rebounds  : 
Inftant  from  converfe  and  from  flumber  ftart 
Both  bands,  and  inftant  to  their  toils  they  dart. 
Aloft,  oh  fpeed,  down,  down  the  topfails,  cries 
The  Mafter,  fudden  from  my  earneft  eyes 
Vanifh'd  the  ftars,  flow  rowls  the  hollow  figh, 
The  ftorm's  dread  herald. — To  .the  topfails  fly 
The  bounding  youths,  and  o'er  the  yard-arms  whirl 
The  whizzing  ropes,  and  fwift  the  canvas  furl  j 
When  from  their  grafp  the  burfting  tempefts  bore 
The  fticets  half-gathered,  and  jn  fragments  tore. 
Strike,  ftrike  the  mainfail,  loud  again  he  rears 
His  ecchoing  voice ;  when  roaring  in  their  ears. 
As  if  the  ftarry  vault  by  thunders  riven, 
Rufti'd  downward  to  the  deep  the  walls  of  heaven. 
With  headlong  weight  a  fiercer  blaft  defcends. 
And  with  ftiarp  whirring  crafli  the  main-fail  rends ; 
Loud  flirieks  of  horror  through  the  fleet  refound, 
Burfts  the  torn  cordage,  rattle  far  around 
The  fplinter'd  yard-arms  ;  from  each  bending  maft, 
In  many  a  ftired,  far  ftreaming  on  the  blaft 
The  canvas  floats ;  low  finks  the  leeward  fide. 
O'er  the  broad  veflels  rolls  the  fwelling  tide ; 
O  ftrain  each  nerve,  the  frantic  Pilot  cries, 
Oh  now*— and  inftant  every  nerve  applies, 

L  1  Tugging 
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Tugging  what  cumbrous  lay  with  ftnilhfiii  force ; 

Dafh'd  by  the  ponderous  loads  the  fbrges  hoai^ 

Roar  in  new  whirls :  the  dauntlefe  foJtSers^  ran 

To  pump,  yet  ere  the  groanwig^  pump  began 

The  wave  to  v6mit,  o'er  the  decks  o^thfX)wn 

In  groveling  heaps  the  ftagger*3  fbWiers  groan  r 

So  Yowls  the  veffel,  not  the  boftleft  Three, 

Of  arm  robufteft,  and  of  fir»eft  knee^ 

Can  guide  the  ftarting  rodder ;  from  theic  hands 

The  helm  burfts  5  fcarce  a  cable's  ftrength  commands 

The  daggering  fury  of  its  ftarting  bounds^, 

While  to  the  forceful  be^ttng  fi»rge  relbunds 

The  hollow  crazing  hulk:  with  kindling  rage 

The  adverfe  winds  the  adverfe  winds  engage, 

As  from  its  bafe  of  rock  their  banded  power 

Strove  in  the  duft  to  ftrew  fome  lordly  tov/er, 

Whofe  dented  battlements  in  middle  fky 

Frown  on  the  tempeft  and  its  rage  defy  5 

So  roar'd  the  winds :  high  o'er  the  reft  upborne 

On  the  wide  mountain-wave's  flant  ridge  forlorn, 

At  times  difcover'd  by  the  lightnings  blue, 

Hangs  Gama's  lofty  veflel,  to  the  view 

Small  as  her  boat  -,  o'er  Paulus' fhatter'd  prore 

Falls  the  tall  main-maft  prone  with  crafhing  roar  5 

Their  hands,  yet  grafping  their  uprooted  hair. 

The  failors  lift  to  heaven  in  wild  defpair. 

The 
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The  Saviour  God  «ich  yelling  voice  implores, 
Nor  lefs  from  brave  CqeUo's  war-fhip  pours 
The  fliriek  fliriil  rolling  on  the  tempeft's  wings : 
Dire  as  the  bird  of 'death  at  midnight  fmgs 
His  dreary  bowlings  in  the  fick  man's  ear, 
The  anfwering  fhriek  from  fhip  to  (hip  they  hear. 
Now  on  the  mountain-billows  upward  driven, 
The  navy  mingles  with  the  clouds  of  heaven ; 
Now  ruftiing  downward  with  the  finking  waves, 
Bare  they  behold  old  Ocean's  vaulty  caves. 
The  eaftem  blaft  againfl:  the  weftem  pours, 
Againft  the  fouthem  ftorm  the  northern  roars  : 
From  pole  to  pole  the  flafhy  lightnings  glare. 
One  pale  blue  twinkling  (beet  enwraps  the  air. 
In  fwLft  fucceflion  Jiow  the  volleys  fly 
Darted  in  pointed  curvings  o'er  the  iky ; 
And  through  the  horrors  of  the  dreadful  night, 
0*er  the  torn  waves  they  ihedra  ghaftly  light ; 
The  breaking  furges  flame  with  burning  red, 
Wider  and  louder  ftill  the  thunders  fpread. 
As  if  the  folid  heavens  together  crufh'd. 
Expiring  worlds  on  worlds  expiring  rufh'd^ 
And  dim-brow'd  Chaos  ftruggled  to  regain 
The  wild  confuQon  of  his  andent  reign. 
Not  fuch  the  volley  when  the  arm  of  Jove 
From  heaven's  high  gates  the  rebel  Titans  drove ; 

L 1  2  Not 
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Not  fuch  fierce  lightnings  blazed  athwart  the  flood. 
When,  faved  by  heaven,  Deucalion's  veflel  rode 
High  o'er  the  deluged  hills.  •  Along  the  fhore 
The  Halcyons,  mindful  of  their  fate,  *  deplore  ; 
As  beating  round  on  trembling  wings  they  fly. 
Shrill  through  the  ftorm  their  woeful  clamours  die. 
So  from  the  tomb,  when  midnight  veils  the  plains, 
With  ^  fhrill,  faint  voice,  th'  untimely  ghoft  complains. 
The  amorous  dolphins  to  their,  deepeft  caves 
In  vain  retreat  to  fly  the  furious  wav€s ;: 


•  The  Halcyons f  mintiful  of  their  fate ^  de^ 

plore Ccyx,  king  of  Trachinia,  fon  of 

Lacifer,  married  Alcyone,  the  daughter  of 
Eolus.  On  a  voyage  to  confult  the  Delphic 
Oracle  he  was  (hipwrecked.  His  corpfe 
was  thrown  afhore  in  the  view  of  his  fpoufc, 
who  in  the  agonies  of  her  love  and  defpair, 
threw  herfelf  into  the  Tea.  The  Gods,  in 
pity  of  her  pious  fidelity,  metamorphofed 
them  into  the  birds  which  bear  her  nanoe. 
The  Halcyon  is  a  little  bird  about  the  fize 
of  a  thrufh,  its  plumage  of  a  beautiful  (ky 
blue,  mixed  witli  fome  traits  of  white  and 
carnation.  It  is  vulgarly  called  the  King,  or 
Martin  Filher.  The  Halcyons  very  feldom 
appear  but  in  the  fineft  weather,  whence 
they  are  fabled  to  build  their  nefts  on  the 
waves.  The  female  is  no  lefs  remarkable 
than  the  turtle,  for  her  conjugal  afFedUon. 
She  nourifhcs  and  attends  the  male  when 
iick,  and  furvives  his  death  but  a  few  days. 
When  the  Halcyons  are  furprifed  in  a  tem- 
ped, they  fly  about  as  in  the  utmoil  terror, 
with  the  moil  lamentable  and  doleful  cries. 
To  introduce  them  therefore  in  the  pidlure 
of  a  florm,  is  a  proof  both  of  the  taile  and 
judgment  of  Camoens.  • 

^  With  Jhrill faint  'voice  th*  untimely  ghoft 

complains It  may  not  perhaps  be  unen- 

tertaining  to  cite  Madam  Dacier^  and  Mr. 
Pope  on  the  voices  of  the  dead.  It  will,  at 
leaft,  afford  a  critical  obfervation,  which 
appears  to  have  efc&ped  them  both.     **  The 


ihadcs  of  the  fuitors,  (obferves  T>acUr)  whcar 
they  are  fummoned  by  Mercury  out  of  the 
palace  of  Vlyjfes^  emit  a  feeble,  plaiativeA 
marticulate'^fbund,  t^\s(n^  flrident :  vi^iereas 
Agamemnon^  and  the  (hades  that  have  beeiv 
long  in  the  ftate  of  the  dead,  fpeak  articu- 
lately. I  doubt  not  but  Homer  intended  tp 
fhew,  by  the  former  defcription,  that  wheir 
the  foul  is  feparated  from  the  organs  of  the 
body,  it  ce^es  to  zSi  after  the  fame  maiH^ 
ner  as  while  it  was  joined  to  it ;  but  how 
the  dead  recover  their,  voices  afterwards.  Ui 
not  eafy  to  underfland.  In  other  refpedt. 
Virgil  paints  after  Homer :. 


■  Part  tollere  vocem 


Exigvam :  ineeptui  clamor  fritprmttr  biantet,*^' 

To  this  Mr.  Pc/f  replies,  "But  whyfhould 
we  fuppofe  with  Dacier,  that  thefe  (hades- 
of  the  fuitors  {of  Penelope)  have  loft  the 
faculty  of  fpeaking  ;   I  rather  imagine  thai* . 
the  founds  they  uttered  were  figns  of  com- 
plaint and  difcontent,^  and  proceeded  not. 
from  an  inability  to  fpeak.     After  Patrc^  ' 
clus  was  (lain,  he  appears  to  Achilles^  and; 
fpeaks  very  articulately  to  him  ;  yet  to  ex-  ' 
prefs  his  for  row  at  his  departure,  he  a£b, 
like  thefe  fuitors  :  for  Jcbi lies 

Like  a  thin  firoke  beholds  the  fplrit  fly,. 
And  hears  a  feeble,  lamentable  cty. 

Darter  conjectures,  that  the  power  of  (pcedi^ 
ceafes  in  the  dead,  till  they  are  admitted 
inxo  a  (laic  of  reft ;  but  Patroc/us  is  an  in- 

fiance 
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High  o'er  the  mountain-capes  the  ocean  flows, 
And  tears  the  aged  forefts  from  tiieir  brows  : 
The  pine  and  oak's  huge  finewy  roots  uptorn, 
And  from  their  beds  the  dufky  fands,  upborne 
On  the  rude  whirlings  of  the  billowy  fweepi 
Imbrown  the  fiirface  of  the  boiling  deep. 
High  to  the  poop  the  valiant  Gama  fpringsi 
Andall  the  rage  of  grief  his  bofom  wrings. 
Grief  to  beholdj  the, while  fond  hope  enjoy'd 
The  meed  of  all  his  toils,  that  hope  deftroy'dw. 
In  awful  horror  lofl  the  hero  ftands. 
And  rowls  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and  Ipreads  his  handfe. 
While  to  the  clouds  his  veflel  rides  the  fwell. 
And  now  her  blaqk  keel  ftrikes  the  gates  of  hells, 


(lance  to  the  contrary  in.  die  Iliady  and 
Elpenor  in  the  Odyjfey^  for  they  both  fpcak 
before  their  funereal  rites  are  performed,  and 
confequently  before  they  enter  into  a  ftate 
of  repofe  amongft  the  (hades  of  the  happy.!' 
The  CriHc,  in  his  fearch  fbr  difbint  proofs^ 
often  omits  the  moft  material  one  imme- 
diately at  hand.  Had  Madam  Dacier  at- 
tended to  the  epifode  of  the  fouls  of  the 
foitorsy  the  world  had  never  (ben  her  in- 
genuity in  thefe  mythological  conjedhires  ; 
nor  had  Mr.  Ptpe  any  need  to.  bring  the* 
caii?  of  Patroclus  or  Elpenor  to  overSirow 
her  fyftem.  Jlmphimtdon^  one  of  the  fuitors». 
in  the  very  epifode  which  gave  birth  to  Da- 
der's  conjeAure,  tells  his  ftory  very  articu-^ 
lately  to  the  (hade  of  Agamemnon,  though 
he  had  not  received  the  funereal  rites  : 

Our  mangled  bodies  now  deformM  with  gore. 
Cold  ajidjpegleded  fprcad  Uus  marble  tbot : 


No  friend  to  blithe  oor  womdi!  or'tetrfto  fhai 
0*cr  the  pale  corfe !  the  honours  of  the  detd. 

OoYSs.  XXIV, 

On  the  whole,  the  defence  of  Pope  is  almoft 
as  idle  as  the  cenjediures  oiDaeitr.  The  pfaun 
truth  is»  Poetry  delights  in  PerfOnification  ; 
every  thing  in  it,  as  JriftotU  fays  of  the 
Hiady  .has  manners ;  poetry  muft  therefore 
per(bnify  according  to  our  ideas.   Thus  in 

Tears;  inch  as*aiigeli  weep,  btarft  forth— -^ 

And  thus  in  Horner^  while  the  fuitors  are 
conduced  to  hell ; 

Trembling  the  fpedres  glide,  and  plaintive  vent 
Thin,  hollow  iocamt,  along  the  deep  deficent : 

and,  unfettered  with  mythological  di(tinc- 
tions,  either  (hrielc  or  articulately  talk,  ac- 
cording to  the  moft  poetical  view  of  their.- 
fuppofed  drcumfUnces* 


Gh 
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Oh  thou,  he  cries*  whom  trembling  heaven  obeys, 
Whofe  will  the  tempeft'^  iurious  roadjiefs  fways. 
Who,  through  the  wild  waves,  kd'ft  thy  cbo&n  race, 
While  the  high  billows  flood  like  walls  of  brafs ; 
Oh  thou,  while  ocean  burfting  o*er  the  world 
Roar*d  o'er  the  hills,  and  from  the  iky  down  hurFd 
Rufli'd  other  headlong  oceans  j  oh,  as  then 
The  fecond  father  of  the 'race  of  men 
Safe  in  thy  care  the  dreadful  billows  rode. 
Oh  !  fave  us  now,  be  now  the  feviour  God  ! 
Safe  in  thy  care,  what  dangers  have  we  pail ! 
And  (halt  thou  leave  us,  leave  us  now  at  laft 
To  perifh  here  —  our  dangers  and  our  toils 
To  fpread  thy  laws  unwotthy  of  thy  finiles  ; 
Our  vows  unheard— Heavy  with  all  thy  weight, 
Qh  horror,  come !  and  come,  eternal  night ! 

Jit  paufeds— then  round  his  eyes  and  arms  he  threw 
In  gefhire  wild,  and  thus  5  Oh  happy  you ! 
You,  who  in  Afric  fought  for  holy  faith. 
And,  pierced  with  Mooiifh  fpears,  in  glorious  death 
Beheld  the  fmiling  heavens  your  toils  reward. 
By  your  brave  mates  beheld  the  conqueft  ftiared  5 
Oh  happy  you,  on  every  (hore  renown'd  ! 
your  vows  refpefted  and  your  wifhes  crown'd,  ^ 

He 
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He  rpoke ;  redoubled  iiagcd  tli«  mifigted  UaAs  $ 
Thr^gh  the  torn  dOfdage  affd  the  ^attcfd  mafts 
The  winds  loud  whiftled,  fiercer  lighnings  bla2ed» 
And  louder  roars  the  doubled  thunders  raifed. 
The  Iky  and  ocean  blen^ng,  each  on  firei, 
Seem'd  as  all  Nature  ftmggled  to-  expire. 
When  now  the  filver  fta*  of  Lote  appear'd. 
Bright  in  her  eaft  her  ra^^i^A  frdirt  flie  rear'dj 
Fair  through  the  hofttd  ftora*  ^ttt  gttttle  ray 
Announced  the  pronnfe  of  the  cheieffal  dt^y    ' 
From  her  bright  throne  Celeftial  Love  beheld 
The  tempeft  bum,  axMt  l>hi&  oit  blaft  iMB^rd : 
And  muft  the  furious  Daftnon  ftill,  At  cries. 
Still  urge  hitf  rage,  ndr  all;  the  patkfiaf&ct ! 
Yet  as  the'  paft,  flsall  ai4  IfA^  rage  be  iwiirt  — ' 
She  fpoke,  and  darted  to  the  roaring. main  ; 
Her  lovely  nyiftph6  fhe  calls,  the  nymphs  obey. 
Her  nymphs  the  Virtues  who  confefs  her  may ; 
Round  every  brow  fhe  bids  the  rdfe-buds  twine. 
And  every  flower  adowi^  the  locks  to  fhine,^ 
The  fnow-white  lily  and  the  laurel  green, 
And  pink  and  yellow  as  at  ftrife  be  feen. 
Inftant  amidft  their  golden^  ringlets  ftrove 
Each  flowret  planted  by  the  hand  of  Love  j 
At  ftrife,  who  firft  th'  enamour'd  Powers  to  gmn^ 
Who  rule  the  tempefts  and  the  waves  i^ftrain : 

Bright 
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Bright  as  a  ftarry  band  the  Nereids  (hone, 
Inftant  old  Eolus'  fons  their  prefence  '  own ;  ^ 

The  winds  die  faintly,  and  in  fofteft  fighs 
Each  at  his  Fair  one's  feet  defponding  lies. 
The  bright  Orithia,  threatening,  ftemly  chides 
The  furious  Boreas,  and  his  faith  derides ; 
The  furious  Boreas  owns  her  powerful  bands  : 
Fair  Galatea,  with  a  ihule  commands 
The  raging  Notus^  for  his  love,  how"  true, 
His  fervent  paflion  arid  his  faith  (he  knew. 
Thus  every  nymph  her  vajrious  Lover  chides  ;, 
The  filent  winds  are  fettered  by  their  brides  j 
And  to  the  Goddefs  of  Celeftial  loves. 
Mild  as  her  look,  and  gentle  as  her  doves 
.In  flowery  bands  are  brought.    Their  amorous  flame  . 
The  Queen  approves,  and  ever  burn  the  fame. 
She  cries,  and  joyful  on  the  Nymphs*  fair  hands, 
Th*  Eolian  race  receive  the  Queen's  commands. 
And  vow,  that  henceforth  her  Armada's  fails  • 
Should  gently  fwell  with  fair  propitious  **  gales. 


<  J^or  the  fable  of  Eolus  fee  the  tenth  the  Armada  thus  cbfcurely  anticipated,  le- 

Odyffcy.  fembles  in  particular  the  prophecy  of  the 

**  Jfui  vMv,  that  henceforth  her  Armadt^i  fafe  return  of  Ulyflcs  to  Ithaca,  foretdd 

fmU  by  the  ihade  of  Tirefias^  which  was  af- 

ShouU  gently  fivell  ivith  fair  propitious  gales.  terwards   fulfilled   by  the   Phaeacians.     It 

-—In  innumerable  inftances  Camoens  difco-  remains  now  to  make  fome  obfervations  on 

vers  himfelf  a  judicious  imitator  of  the  an-  the  machinery  ufed  by   Camoens  in  thit< 

cients.   In  the  two  ^eat  mailers  of  the  Epic  book.    The  neceffity  of  machinery  in  the 

are  feveral  prophecies  oracular  of  the  rate  Epopea,    and  the  perhaps  infurmonntable 

of  different  heroes,  which  give  an  air  of  (b-  difficulty  of  finding  one  unexceptionably 

lemn  importance  to  the  Poem.    The  fate  of  adapted  to  a  Poem  where  the  heroes  are 

ChrifUans, 
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Now  morn  arofe  ferenie  in  dappled  grcj. 
Pale  gleamed  the  wave  beneath  the  golden  ray ; 
Blue  o'er  the  filver  flood  the  mountains  rofe. 
Where,  crown*d  with  palm,  the  murmuring  Ganges  flows ; 
The  failors  on  the  mrain-top's  airy  round. 
With  waving  hand.  Land,  land,  aloud  refound ; 
Aloud  the  Pilot  of  Melinda  cries. 
Behold,  O  Chief,  the  fliores  of  India  rife  F 
Elate  the  joyful  crew  on  tip- toe  trod. 
And  every  breaft  with  fwelling  raptures  glow'di 
Gama's  great  foul  confeft  the  rufliing  fwell. 
Prone  on  his  manly  kniees  the  Hero  .fell. 


Chriftians,  or,  in  other  words,  to  a  Poem 
whofe  fabjed  is  modem,  have  already  been 
obferved  in  the  Preface.  The  machinery 
of  Camoens  has  alfo  been  proved,  in  every 
refpea,  to  be  iefs  exceptionable  than  that  of 
Taflb  in  his  JerufaUm^  or  that  of  Voltaire 
•in  his  Henriade,  To  imitate  the  manners 
of  the  ancients,  was  the  reigning  tafle  at 
the  revival  of  letters.  If  therefore  we  cx- 
cufe  Camoens  for  writing  in  the  tafte  of  his 
age,  the  executive  part  of  his  machinery,  it 
is  prefumed,  will  require  no  apology.  The 
defcent  of  Bacchus  to  the  palace  of  Nep- 
tune in  the  depths  of  the  fea,  and  his  ad- 
drefs  to  the  watery  Gods  are  noble  imita-' 
tions  of  Virgil's  Juno  in  the  firft  Eneid. 
The  defcription  of  the  ftorm  is  alfo  mai^er- 
ly.  In  both  inftances  the  condudl  of  the 
Eneid  is  joined  with  the  defcriptive  exu- 
berance of  the  OdyfTey.  The  appearance 
of  the  (lar  of  Venus  through  the  florm 
is  finely  imagined,  the  influence  of  the 
nymphs  of  that  Goddefs  over  the  winds, 
and  their  fubfequent  nuptials,  are  in  the 
fpirit  of  the  promife  of  Juno  to  Eolus  ; 

^unt  mihi  bh  jepttm  prajlanti  £orpore  nympba  : 
^aruwif  qua  forma  pulcbtrhmay  DtTcpeiam 
C»ftnubio  jungam  fiabiliy  prcprlamque  dicabtt : 
Omnet  ut  tecum  meritis  pro  taltbus  annoi  ' 
Exigat,  &  pukhrafaciat  te  prole  parenttm. 


And  the  fi^on  itfelf  is  an  allegory  exa£^l 
in  the  manner  of  Homer.  Orithia,  th 
daughter  of  Erefteus,  and  queen  of  th 
Amazons,  was  ravifhed  and  carried  awa 
by  Boreas.  Her  name  derived  from  ojo. 
hound  or  limits  ^°^M|ifl»  'violence^  impiic 
that  fhe  moderated  tfientge  of  her  hufbanc 
In  the  fame  manner,  Galatea,  derived  fror 
7«x»,  miikf  and  0i»,  a  Goddefs,  fignifit 
the  Goddefs  of  candour  or  innocence. 

**  If  one  would  fpcak  ^etically,    fa) 
Boffiif  he  muft  imitate  Homer.     Homer  wi 
not  fay  that  fait  has  the  virtue  to  preferv 
dead   bodies,    or   that  the    fea    prefento 
Achilles  a  remedy  to  preferve  the  corps  © 
Patroclus  from  putrefaftion  :  He  makes  th 
fea  a  Goddefs,  and  tells  us  that  Thetis^  tc 
comfort  Achilles^  promifed  to  perfume  the 
body  with  an  Ambrofia,  which  (hould  keep 
it  a  whole  year  from  corruption. — All  this 
^     is  told  us  poetically,  the  whole  is  reduced 
into  a£Hon»  the  fea  is  made  a  perfon  who 
fpeaks  and  afts,  and  this  profopopaia  is  ac- 
companied with   paifion,    tendemefs,    and 
affeaion." 

It  has  been  obferved  by  the  critics,  that 
Homer,  in  the  battle  of  the  Gods,  has, 
with  great  propriety,  divided  their  auxiliary 
forces.  On  the  fide  of  the  Greeks  he  places 
all  the  Gods  who  prefidc  over  the  arts  and 
M  m  feienccs. 
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Oh  bounteous  heaven^  he  cries^  and  fpreads  his  hands. 
To  bounteous  heaven,  while  boundlefs  joy  commands 
No  farther  word  to  flow.     In  wonder  loft^ 
As  one  in  horrid  dreams  through  whirlpools  toftr 
Now  fnatch'd  by  Daenaons  rides  the  flaming  air. 
And  howls,  and  hears  the  bowlings  pf  dcfpair^; 
Awaked,  amazed,  confufed  with  tranfport  glows^^. 
And,  trembling  ftill,  with  troubled  joy  overflows  j[; 
So  yet  aifefted  with  the  fickly  weight 
Left  by  the  horrors  of  the  dreadful  night. 
The  Hero  wakes  in  raptures  to  behold 
The  Indian  fhores  before  his  prows  unfold  ^ 
Bounding  he  rifes,  and  with  eyes  on  fire 
Surveys  the  limits  of  his  proud  defire.. 


fdences.  Mars  aBoVeniis  favoor  the  adoT- 
ttry  of  Palis,  and  AjpoUo  is  for  the  Tro- 
jans, as  dieir  ibengtn  confifted  chiefly  in 
the  ufe  of  the  bow.  Talking  of  the  bat- 
tle, "  With  what  art,  fays  Eufiathius,  as 
cited  by  Pope,  does  the  Poet  engage  the 
Gods  in  this  conflict !  Neptune  oppofes 
Apollo^  which  implies,  that  things  moiil 
and  dry  are  in  continual  difcord.  Pallas 
fights  with  Mars,  which  fi^nifies  that  rafh- 
nefs  and  wifdom  always  difagree :  Juno  is 
again  ft  Diana,  that  is,  nothing  more  dif- 
fers from  a  marriage  ftate  tluui  celibacy : 
Vulcan  engages  Xanthus,  that  is,  fire  and 
water  are  in  perpetual  variance.  Thus  we 
have  a  fine  allegory  concealed  under  the 
veil  of  excellent- poetry,  and  the  Reader 
conceives  a  double  {atisfadion  at  the  fame 
time,  from  the  beautiful  verfes  and  an  in- 
ftrudlive  moral."  And  again,  "  The  com- 
bat of  Mars  and  Pallas  is  plainly  allegori- 
cal. Juftice  and  Wifdom  demanded,  that 
an  end  (hould  be  put  to  this  terrible  war : 


the  God  of  waroppofts  this^.bst  is  wKaArfL 
«— No  fooner  has  our  reafoafubdued  one- 
temptation  ^  but  another  fucceeds  to  reniii- 
force  it,  thus  Venus  fuccours  Mars. — PalUs 
retreated  from  Mars  in  order  to  conquer 
him;  this  (hews  us  that  the  befl  way  Xsy 
fubdue  a  temptation  is. to  retreat  from  it." 

Thefe  explications  of  the  manner  of 
.  Homer  odght,  in  juftice^  to  be  applied  ta 
his  imit^or ;  nor  is  the  moral  part  of  the 
allegory  of  Camoens  lefs  exadl  than  the  my^ 
thological.  In  the  prefent  inftances,  Ua. 
allegory  is  peculiarly  happy.  The  rage  and 
endeavours  of  the  evil  Daemon  to  preveat 
the  interefb  of  Chriilianity  are  ftrongljr 
marked.  The  ftorm  which  he  raifes  is  the 
tumult  of  the  human  paflions ;  thefe  are 
moft  efledually  fubdued  by  the  iniluence.er 
the  virtues,  which  more  immediately  depend 
upon  Celeftial  Love  ;  and  the  union  i^ch 
fhe  confirms  between  the  virtues  and  paf- 
fions,  is  the  fureft  pledge  of  future  tran- 
quillity. 


O  glorious 
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O  glorious  chief,  while  ftorms  and  oceans  fayed. 
What  hopelefs  toils  thy  dauntkfs  valour  braved  1 
By  toils  like  thine  the  brave  afcend  to  heaven* 
By  toils  like  thine  inimortal  fame  is  given. 
Not  he,  who  daily  nioves  i^  ermine  gown. 
Who  nightly  (lumbers  on  the  couch  of  down  ; 
Who  proudly  boafts  through  heroes  old  to  trace 
The  lordly  lineage  of  his  titled  race ; 
Proud  of  the  fmiles  of  every  courtier  lord, 
A  welcome  gueft  at  every  courtier's  board  i 
Not  he,  the  feeble  ion  of  cafe,  may  claim 
Thy  wreathe,  O  Gam  a,  or  may  hope  thy  fame, 
'Tis  he,  who  nurtured  on  the  tented  field. 
From  whofe  brown  cheek  each  ti^t  of  fear  expelled. 
With  manly  face  unmoved,  fecure,  ferene, 
Amidil  the  thunders  of  the  deathful  fcene. 
From  horror's  mouth  dares  fnatch  the  warrior's  crown. 
His  own  his  honours,  all  his  fame  his  own : 
Who  proudly  juft  to  honour's  ftern  commands* 
The  dogftar's  rage  on  Afric's  burning  fands. 
Or  the  keen:  air  of  midnight  polar  fkles. 
Long  watchful  by  the  helm,  alike  defies : 
Who  on  his  front,  the  trophies  of  the  wars. 
Bears  his  proud  knighthood's  badge/  his  honeft  fears ; 
Who  cloath'd  in  fleel,  by  thirft,  by  famine  worn. 
Through  paging  feas  by  bold  ambition  borne, 

M  m  2  Scornful 
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Scornful  of  gold,  by  nobleft  ardour  fired. 
Each  wifh  by  mental  dignity  infpired, 
Prepared  each  ill  to  fufFer  or  to  dare. 
To  blefs  mankind,  his  great,  his  only  care ; 
Him  whom  her  fon  mature  Experience  owns. 
Him,  him  alone  Heroic  Glory  crowns. 


Book  VI. 


Once  more  the  tranflator  is  tempted  to 
<»nfefs  his  opinion,  that  the  contrary  prac- 
tice of  Homer  and  Virgil  aiFords  in  reality 
no  reafonable  objedion  againft  the  excla- 
matory exuberances  of  Camoena.  Homer, 
though  the  father  of  the  epic  poem,  has  his 
exuberances,  as  has  been  obferved  in  the  pre- 
face, which  violently  trefpafs  againft  the 
itril  rule  of  the  Epopea,  the  unity  of  the  ac- 
tion. A  rule  which,  ftridUy  Ipeaking,  is 
not  outraged  by  the  digreffive  exclamations 
of  Camoens.  The  one  now  before  us,  as 
the  fevered  critic  muft  allow,  is  happily 
adapted  to  the  fobjeft  of  the  book.  The 
great  dangers  which  the  hero  had  hitherto 
encountered,  are  particularly  defcribed.  He 
is  afterwards  brought  in  fafety  to  the  Indian 
fhore^  the  object  of  his  ambition,  and  of 
all  h'ls  toils.  The  exclamation  therefore  on 
the  grand  hinge  of  the  poem,  has  its  pro 
priety,  and  difcovers  the  warmth  of  its  au- 
^or's  genius.    It  nmfl  alfo  pleafe,  as  it  is 


Ibongly  charadberiftical  of  the  temper  of 
our  military  poet.  The  manly  contempt 
with  which  he  fpeaks  of  the  luxurious  in- 
adive  courtier,  and  the  delight  and  honour 
with  which  he  talks  of  the  toils  of  the  fol-^ 
dier,  prefent  his  own  adUve  life  to  the  reader 
of  fenAbility.  His  campai2;ns  in  Africa^ 
where  in  a  gallant  attack  he  Toil  an  eye,  his 
dangerous  life  at  fea,  and  the  militaiy  fii- 
tigues  and  the  battles  in  which  he  bore  an 
honourable  (hare  in  India,  rife  to  our  ide^ 
and  pofTefs  us  with  an  efteem  and  admira« 
tion  of  our  martial  poet,  who  thus  could . 
look  back  with  a  gallant  endiufiafm,  dioogh 
his  modedy  does  not  mention  himfelf,  on  all . 
the  hard(hips  he  had  endured  :  who  thof 
could  bravely  efteem  the  dangers  to  which 
he  had  been  expofed,  and  by  which  he  had 
feverely  fuffered,  as  the  moft  deiireable  oc- 
currences of  his  life,  and  the  oroament  of 
his  name. 


END     OF     THE     SIXTH    BOOK. 


THE 
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BOOK         VII. 

HAIL  glorious  Chief  1  where  never  chief  before 
Forced  his  bold  way,  all  hail  on  India's  fhorel 
And  hail,  ye  Lufian  heroes,  fair  and  wide 
What  groves  of  palm,  to  haughty  Rome  deny*d. 
For  you  by  Ganges*  lengthening  banks  unfold !  ' 
What  laurel  forefts  on  the  fhores  of  gold 
For  you  their  honours  ever  verdant  rear. 
Proud  with  their  leaves  to  twine  the  Lufian  fpear ! 

Ah  heaven  !  what  fury  Europe^s  fons  controuls ! 
What  felf-confuxning  difcord  iires  their  fouls  ! 
^GaLnft  her  own  breaft  hex  fword  Germania  turns. 
Through  all  her  ftates  fraternal  rancour  burns ; 


•  •••     'v 

*  ".    -  • 
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Some  blindly  wandering  holy  Faith  *  difckim,    , 

And  fierce  through  all  wild  rages  civil  flame. 

High  found  the  titles  of  the  Englifh  crown, 

King  of  Jerufalem,  his  own  ^  renown  ! 

Alas,  delighted  with  an  airy  name. 

The  tbia  dim  fliadow  of  departed  faaie, 

Engfantfs  Hern  Monarch,  funk  in  foft  repofc. 

Luxurious  riots  mid  his  northern  fnows  : 

Or  if  the  ftarting  burft  of  rage  fucceed. 

His  brethren  are  his  foes,  and  Chriftians  bleed  i 

While  Hagar's  brutal  race  his  titles  ftain. 

In  weeping  Salem  immolefted  reign^ 

And  with  their  rites  impure  her  holy  fhrines  profane. 

And  thou,  O  Gaul>  with  |^udy  trophies  plumed, 

M oft  ChriftiaH  n»ned ;  alas,  in  vain  afiumed ! 

What  impious  luft  of  emj)ire  fteek  thy  *  breaft 

From  their  juft  Lords  the  Chrifti^  lands  to  wreft ! 

*  Seme  blimily  wanJerinz  hoij  Faith  dif"  hope  of  afconding  the  throne  of  England, 

r/tf/>v— -The  conftitution  of  Geimaay,  db-  -which  attempt  was  defeated.  Regnier»  Count 

ferves  PuiFendorf,  may  be  faid  to  verify  the  d'Anjou,    father  of   Margaret,    queen   of 

fable  of  the   Hydra>  with  this  differeneey  Henry   VI.  was  flattered  with  the  mock 

that  the  heads  of  the  German  ftate  bite  and  royalty  of  Naples,  Cyprus,  and  Jemfalem, 

devour  each  othen     At  tEe  time  when  Ca-  -his  armorial  bearing  for  the  latter,  Luna,  « 

moens    wrote,    the  German    empire    was  crofs  potent,  between  four  crofTes  Sol.  Hen. 

plunged  into  all  the  miferies  of  a  religious  VIII.   filled  the  throne   of  England  whea 

war,  the  Catholics  uiing  every  endeavour  to  our  author   wrote :  his  gothic  luxury  an^ 

rivet  the  chains  of  Poperv,  the  adherents  o^  conjugal  brutality  amply  deferved  the  cen* 

Luther  as  flrenuoufly  endeavouring  to  fhake  fure  of  the  honefl  Poet, 
them  off.  *  What   impious  luft  of  empire  ft  eels  ify 

^  High  found  the  titles  of  the  Engliflf  cowun^  breaft  ■      The  French  Tranilator  vety  cor* 

King  o/*  yfr«/2i/f/w— This  is  a  miflake.  dially  agrees  with  the  P«rtuguefe  Poet  in  the 

The  title  of  King  of  Jerufalem  was  never  ftridlures   upon   Germany,    England,    and 

aHumed  by  the  Kings  of  England.   Robert,  Italy.     But  when  his  own  country  is  touched 

Duke   of  Normandy,  fon  •f  William  the  upon,  **MalgrePeftime,{zyshe,^tte/aipour 

Conqueror,  was  elected  King  of  Jerufalem  mon  auteur^je  ne  craindrai  pas  de  dire  qu*il 

by  the  army  in  Syria,  but  declined  it  in  tombe  jci  dans  une  grande  injuftice:  For  all 

the 
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While  Holy  Faith's  hereditary  foc8 
Poflefs  the  treafures  where  Cynifio  ^'  flows  5 
And  all  fecure,  behold  their  harvefts  fmile 
In  waving  gold  along  the  banks  of  Nile. 
And  thou,  O  loft  to  glory,  loft  to  fame. 
Thou  dark  oblivion  of  thy  ancient  name. 
By  every  vicious  luxury  debafed. 
Each  noble  paffion  from  thy  breaft  erafed, 
Nervelefs  in  floth,  enfeebling  arts  thy  boaft,, 
Oh  !  Italy,  how  fallen,  how  low,  how  *  loft !: 


the  regard  I  have  for  my  AuAor,  I  will  not 
hefitate  to  fay,  diat  here  he  has  committed 
an  enormous  injuftioe/'  All  Europe  befides 
kowever  will  witnefs  the  truth  of  the  afler- 
tion,  which  ftij^matizes  the  French  politics, 
with  the  luft  ot  extending  their  monarchy* 

uheri  Cynijia  fionus'^'''~^h  river  ia 

•  Oh  !  Italy y  bonufalUfh  how  low^  ifO'W 
Voft  ! — However  thefe  fevere  reflexions  ok 
modem  Italy  may  difpleaie  the  admirers  of 
Italian  manners,  the  pidure  on  the  whole  is^ 
too  juft  to  admit  of  confutation.  Never 
did  the  hiflory  of  any  court  afford  fuch  inw 
fbinces  of  villainy  and  all  the  ba(enefs  of 
intrigue  as  that  of  the  Popes.  The  faith 
and  honour  of  gentlemen  bani(hed  from 
the  politics  of  the  Vatican,  every  public 
virtue  muil  of  confequence  decline  among 
the  higher  ranks,  while  the  lower,  broken 
by  oppreffion,  funk  into  the  deepeft  poverty^ 
and  its  attendant  vices  of  meannefs  and  pu- 
fillanimity.  That  this  view  of  the  lower 
ranks  in  the  Pope's  dominions  is  juft,  we 
have  the  indubitable  teftimony  of  an  Ad- 
difon,  confirmed  by  the  miferable  depopu^ 
lation  of  a  province,  which  was  once  the 
fineft  and  moft  populous  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire. It  has  long,  been-  the  policy  of  the 
court  of  Spain,  to  encourage  the  luxury  and 
effeminate  diffipation  of  tl^  Neapolitan  no- 
bility ;  and  thofe  of  modem  Venice^  refem- 
ble  diueir  warlike  anceftors  only  in  name. 


That  Italy  can  boaft  many  individuals  of  a 
different  charader,  will  by  no  means  over- 
throw thefe  general  obfervations  founded  oq 
the  teftimony  of  the  moft  authentic  Writers. 
Our  Poet  is  befides  juftifiable,  in  his 
cenfures,  for  he  only  follows  the  fevere  re- 
flexions of  the  greateft  of  the  Italian  Poets. 
It  were  eafy  to  give  fifty  inftances,  two^ 
or  three  however  fhall  fuffice.  Danto 
in.  his  (ixth  Canto,  del  Furg. 

Ahi^Jtr^Hi  balict  M  dolore  (ftello^ 
Ifavefeiaia  noccbiero  in  gran  ttmfefia^ . 
Non  doaaa  di  pnviatie,  ma  horJeOo^ 

**'  All,  flavifh  Italy,  the  Inn  of  dolour,  a 
^p  without  a  pilot  in  a  horrid  tempeft, 
not  the  miftrefs  of  promoes,  bat  a  brothel.'* 

Arioftoy.  Canto  17. 

0  J'ogvi  wtio  fetida  femiMa  > 
Dormi  Italia  imbriac  > 

**  O  inebriated  Italy,  thoa  fleepeft  the  fink 
of  every  filthy  vice." 

And  Petrarch ; 

DcV  empia  Babiknia,  otuT  efuggita 
Ogtti  'vergogna,  9nd'  ogni  bene  e/ueri,  ■ 
Jibergo  di  dolor,  madre  d'errori 
Sonfuggit^  to  p<r  allungar  ia  wta, 

**  From  the  impious  Babylon  (the  Papal 
court)  from  whence  all  fhame  and  all  good 
are  fled,  the  Inn  of  dolour,  the  mother  of 
errors,  have  I  haftened  away  to  prolong- 
my  life." 

A  much 
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In  vain  to  thee  the  call  of  glory  founds, 
Thjr  fword  alone  thy  own  foft  bofom  wounds. 

Ah,  Europe's  fons,  ye  brother-powers,  in  you 
The  fables  old  of  Cadmus  now  are  ^  true  : 
Fierce  rofe  the  brothers  from  the  dragon  teeth. 
And  each  fell  crimfon'd  with  a  brother's  death. 
So  fall  the  braveft  of  the  Chriftian  '  name. 
While  dogs  unclean  Meffiah's  lore  blafpheme, 


A  much  admired  Sonnet  ^m  the  fame 
Author  (hall  defe  theib  citations. 

SONNETTO. 
t>agola,  ilfiitmf  t  rotiofe  fiume 
Bfinno  del  mondo  9gm  mrtit/bandita ; 
Ond*  i  da/corfffuo  fMofiJmanita 
Noftra  matttra  %nnta  dal  ufiumi  : 
Ed  ijtjpeuto  ogni  henigno  lumt 
Del  del,  per  cut  t^informa  immanM  vita 
Che  per  afa  mrabile  t'addita 
Cbi  vuoljkr  d*He/icorta  nafierfume 
^aJvagbexKa  di  lauro^  fual  di  mirte  f 
Povera  t  mtda  vat  Fibjojia^ 
Dice  la  turkt  aJ  vilguadagno  intcfa, 
Pocbi  cotr^agm  ba^ai  per  Vaba  via  i 
TdtUe  tipregopih  j  gentile  fpirto, 
Non  lajfar  la  magnatUtna  tttm  impreja. 

Though  this  elegant  little  Poem  is  gene- 
ral, yet  as  the  Author  and  the  friend  to 
whom  he  addrefies  it»  were  Italians,  that  he 
had  a  particular  regard  to  the  ftate  of  their 
own  country  muft  be  allowed.  I  have  thus 
attempted  it  in  Engliih. 

SONNET. 

Ah  !  how,  my  friead,  hat  foul-gorged  Luxurie, 
And  bloated  flumberi  on  the  (lothful  dcwn. 
From  the  dvll  world  all  manly  virtue  thrown. 
And  flaved  the  age  to  cuftom't  tyrannie  ! 

The  blclTed  lights  fo  lofl  in  darkneft  be, 
Thofe  lights  by  heaven  to  guide  our  minda  beftown. 
Mad  were  he  deem'd  who  brought  from  fielicoa 
The  hallowed  water  or  the  laurel  tree. 

Philofophy,  ah !  thou  art  cold  and  poor. 

Exclaim  the  crowd,  on  fordid  gain  intent  ; 

Few  will  attend  thee  on  thy  lofty  road  : 

Yet  I,  my  friend,  would  fire  thy  teal  the  more  j 

Ah,  gentle  fpirir,  labovr  on  unfpent. 

Crown  thy  fair  toili,  and  win  the  fmile  of  God. 


tt  IS  fuppofed  that  this  was  addrefled  to  a. 
friend,  engaged  in  fome  literary  undertatdng 
of  importance  and  novelty. 

'  Tbt  fabhs  old  of  CaJmus Cadmitt 

havin  jr  {lain  the  dragon  which  guarded  the 
fountain  of  Dirce  in  Boeotia,  ibwcd  the 
teeth  of  the  monfter.  A  number  of  armed 
men  immediately  fprung  up,  and  furround- 
ed  Cadmus  in  order  to  kill  him.  By  the 
counfel  of  Minerva  he  threw  a  predous 
ilone  among  them,  in  ihiving  for  yfMdi 
they  flew  one  another.  Only  Sve  furvived, 
who  afterwards  aififted  him  to  build  the  dty 
of  Thebes.    Vid.  Ovid.  Met.  IV. 

The  foundation  of  this  fable  appears  to 
be  thus:  Cadmus  having  (lain  a  famous 
Freebooter,  who  infefted  Sceotia,  a  number 
of  his  Banditti,  not  improperly  called  hit 
teeth,  attempted  to  revenge  his  death,  but 
quarrelling  about  the  {)reient$  which  Cad* 
mus  fent  them  to  diflribute  among  them* 
felves,  they  fell  by  the  (words  of  each 
other. 

Terr  igena  pereunt  per  mutua  vulnera  fratru* 

«  So  fall  the  braveft  of  the  Chriftiau  nami^ 
White  dogs  w.  clean — Imitated  from  this,  fine 
paiTage  in  Lucan  : 

aiuitfur^r,  0  Civet  !  <fua  tantalicentia  ferri^ 
Gentibut  invijit  Latiuni  pratbere  €ru%rem  t 
Cumque  fupcrba  f^rtt  B ;iby lot\  fpo/iarda  trapbaif 
AuJoniiSf  Mmhra^ue  erraret  CralTus  inulta^ 
Belligeri  placuit  nulhi  babitura  triumpbos  f 
lieu,  quantum  potuit  terra  pfla^iqut  par ari 
Hoc,  quern  civiles  baufcrunt,  fanguine,  dextr^  / 

And 
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And  howl  their  curfes  o'er  the  holy  tomb. 
As  to  the  fword  the  Chriftian  race  they  doom* 
From  age  to  age,  from  fhorc  to  diftant  fhore^ 
By  various  princes  led,  their  legions  pour  ; 
United  all  in  one  determined  aim,  . 
From  every  land  to  blot  the  Chriftian  name. 
Then  vrzke,  ye  brother- powers,  combined  av^ake. 
And  from'  the  foe  the  great  example  take. 
If  empire  tempt  ye,  lo,  the  eaft  expands,. 
Fair  and  immenfe  her  fummer-garden  lands : 
Here  boaftful  wealth  difplays  her  radiant  ftore,. 
Paftol  and  Hermus*  ftream  o*er  golden  ore,. 
Rowl  their  long  way ;  but  not  for  you  they  flow> 
Their  treafures  blaze  on  the  ftern  Soldan's  brow  : 
For  him  Aflyria  plies  the  loom  of  gold. 
And  Afric's  fons  their  deepeft  mines  unfold 
To  give  his  throne  to  blaze — Ye  weftern  powers,. 
To  throw  the  mimic  bolt  of  Jove  is  yours. 
Yours  all  the  art  to  wield  the  arms  of  fire. 
Then  bid  the  thunders  of  the  dreadful  tire 
Againft  the  walls  of  dread  Byzantium  roar> 
Till  headlong  driven  from  Europe's  ravifh'd  fhore 
To  their  cold  Scythian  wilds,  and  dreary  dens. 
By  Cafpian  mountains,  and  uncultured  fens. 
Their  fathers*  feats  beyond  the  Wolgian  ^  lake,. 
The  barbarous  race  of  Saracen  betake. 

h  Beyond  the  Wolgian  lake — ^Thc  Cafpian  fca,  fo  called  from  the  large  river  Volga  or 
Wolga,  whick  empties  itfelf  into  it* 

N  n  And 


And  hark,  to  you  the^  woeful  Greek  exclaiindi^ 
The  Georgian  fatWfi.  and  th'  Aimtnim  damos> 
Their  faireft  offspring' ftoox  theii? boioai^.toni, 
A  dreadful  tribute^  Ip^d  i^frloriiig  ^  mourn* 
Alas,  in  vain  !  their  offspring  captive  led» 
In  Hagar's  fons  unhallow*d  temples  bred> 
To  rapine  trained,  arife  a  brutal  hoJft, 

The  Chriflian  terror,  and  the  Turkifh  boaft. 

Yet  fleep,  ye  powers  of  Buropci  carclefs  fleep^ 
To  you  in  vain  your  eaftern  brethren  weep ; 
Yet  not  in  vain  their- woe- wrung  tears  fhall  foe; 
Though  fmall  the  Lufian  realni^,  her  legions  few; 
The  guardian  oft  by  heaven  ordainM  before. 
The  Lufian  racefhall  guard  Mfeffiah^s  lore. 
When  heaven  decreed  to  cruih  the-  Moorish  foe 
Heaven  gave  the  Lufian*  fpear  to  ftrike  the  blow. 
When  heaven's  own  laws  o'er  Afric's  fhores  were  heard. 
The  facred  fhrines  the  Lufian  heroes  *  rear'd ; 
Nor  fhall  their  zeal  in^^  A-fia's  bounds  expire, 
A^a  fubdued  fhall  fume  with  hallowed  fire. 
When  the  red  fun  the  Lufian-  fhore  forfakes. 
And  on  the  lap  of  deepeft  weft '  awakes^ 

*  Their  faireft  offspring  from  thiU  hufoms  "  nature)    taken  in  their  childhood  freii 

torn^  "  their  mifcrable  parents  by   a  levy  made 

A  dreadful  tribute  ! By   this  barbarous^  "every  five  years,  oroftcneror-ieldomerj 

policy  the  tyranny  of  the  Ottomans  has  been  **  as  occafion  requireth.* 


-    long  fuftained.     The  troops  of  the  Turkifli  ^ Q  V  Afric*s  P:§rts  >  *  ■     ■ 

infantry  and  cavalry,  known  by  the  name  The  facred  jlrines  the  Lufian  heroes  rear^d-^ 

of  Janissaries  and  Spahis,  are  thus  fupported  ;.  Sec  the  note  oa  page  1.94. 

and  the  fcribes  in  office  called  Muftr,  fays  '  of  deepeft  iveft -Alludes  to  the 

Sandys,  "  are  the  fons  of  Chriflianfr  (and.  dtTooEveiy  and  conqaeftr^f  the  Brazil  by  the 

**  thofe  the  moft  completely  fumiihed  by  Portuguefe. 

ov 
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O'er  the  wild  plaiiK,  beiveath  \inmcetyied  &W8 
The  fun  fhall  view  the  Liiiian  okats  lilb. 
And  could  new  worlds  by  bumaii  Aep  be  troA, 
Thofe  worlds  fhould  tremble  at  the  Lndan  "  nod. 


*  ff  om*  ftmrtcf  dcFcncrt  bf  die  cxnbe- 
riuit  deckmatiofn  of  Csmoem  ^uie  aSDoWfed 
by  the  critic,  wc  dottbt  nm  but  the  t^grcf. 
ton,  n^w  conckuled,  will  appear  with  pe- 
ctofitrproprirty.  The  poet  havirtg^bitx^ht 
1^  )teroes  to  the  fhOfe  of  Indian  iiidnlges 
Mmfeif  with  a  rdfiew  of  the  ilate  of  the 
weftem  and  eaftem  ivorlds;  the  latter  of 
which  is  now,  by  tht  htbonr  of  his  heroes, 
rendered  acceflible  to  the  former.  The  pnr- 
pofe  of  hh  poem  is  aHb  ftridlly  kept  in 
view.  The  Weft  and  the  Eaft  he  conftders 
as  two  great  empires,  the  one  of  the  true 
religion,  the  other  of  a  feHc.  The  profef- 
ibrs  of  the  true,  difunited  and  deftroying 
one  another ;  the  profeffors  of  the  falfe  one 
dl  combined  to  extirpate  the  other.  He 
upbraids  the  profefTors  of  the  true  religion 
for  their  vices,  particularly  for  their  difunion 
and  for  deferting  the  intercfts  of  holy  faith. 
His  countrymen,  however,  he  boafh,  have 
been  its  de^nders  and  platers,  and,  with- 
out the  ailiftance  of  their  brother  powers, 
will  plant  it  in  Afia.  This,  as  it  is  tne  pur- 
pofc  of  his  hero,  is  direAly  to  the  fubjea  of 
the  poem,  and  the  honour,  which  heaven  he 
fays  vouchfafed  to  his  countrymen,  in  chuf- 
in^  them  to  defend  and  propagate  its  laws, 
is  m  the  genuine  fpirit  of  diat  religious  en- 
thufiafm  which  breathes  through  the  two 
great  epic  poems  of  Greece  and  Rome,  and 
which  gives  an  air  of  ^e  moft  folemn  im- 
portance to  the  Gierufalemme  of  Taflb. 

Yet  whatever  liberties  a  poet  may  be  al- 
lowed to  take  when  he  treats  of  the  fabulous 
ages,  any  abfurdity  of  opinion,  where  au- 
thentic hiftory,  and  the  ftate  of  modem  na- 
tions afford  the  topic,  muft  to  the  intelligent 
reader  appear  ridiculous,  and  therefore  a 
blemifh  in  a  folemn  poem.  There  are  many, 
the  tranflator  is  aware,  to  whom  a  ferions 
and  warm  exhortation  to  a  general  crufade 
will  appear  as  an  abfurdity,  and  a  blemifh 
of  this  kind.  "  The  crufeiders,"  according 
to  what  M.  Voltaire  calls  their  true  charac- 


t^,  i/es  iri^anJts  Hpuh  ffout  'Gtrdf^  8^« 
"twttt  a  banfl  of  vagabond  thieves^ 
<<  who  Irad  agreed  to  ramble  from  the  heart 
**  of  Eurotte  Tti  Older  to  defokte  a  cotmtry 
*'  they  had  no  tiglit  to,  and  maf&cre,  ifi 
"  cold  bItKid,  a  ven^raWe  priftcc  more  than 
**  fourfcore  years  old,  ahd  his  whote  p^- 
**  pie,  againfl  whom  thty  had  no  pYttefnce 
-  "  of  complaint." 

Yet  however  confidently  Voltaire  and 
others  may  pkafe  to  talk,^  it  will  be  no* 
difficult  matter  n)  prove  that  the  crufades 
were  neither  lb  unjnftifiable,  ib  impolidcal, 
nor  .'b  imhappy  in  their  coni<^uences  as  ^e 
fuperficial  readers  of  hiftory  ate  habituated 
to  view  them. 

Were  the  Aborigines  of  sdl  America  to 
form  one  general  confederacy  againft  the 
defcendants  of  thofe  Eumpeans,  who  under 
that  brutal  conqueror  Fernando  Cortez,  maf- 
facred  upwards  of  forty  millions  of  Mexi- 
cans, and  other  American  natives,  and  were 
the  confederates  totally  to  difpodbfs  the  pre- 
fent  poifei&rs  of  an  empire  fo  unjoftly  ac- 
quired, no  man,  it  is  prefumed^  would 
pronounce  that  their  combination  and  hofti- 
lities  were  againft  Uie  law  of  nature  or  na- 
tions. Yet,  whatever  Voltaire  may  pleafe 
t6  afTert,  this  fuppofition  is  by  no  means 
unapplicable  to  the  confederacy  of  the  crofs. 
A  party  of  wandering  Arabs  are  joined  by 
the  Turks  or  Turcomans,  who  inhabited 
the  ^zen  wilds  of  mount  Caucafus,  and 
whofe  name  fignifies  wanderers  \  thefe,  in- 
corporated with  other  banditti,  frt)m  the 
deferts  of  Scythia,  now  called  Tartary,  over- 
run the  regions  of  Syria,  to  which  they  had 
no  title,  whofe  inhabitants  had  given  them 
no  offence.  They  profefs  that  they  are 
commiffioned  by  heaven  to  eftablifh  the  re- 
ligion of  Mohammed  by  violence  and  the 
fword.  In  a  few  ages  they  fubdue  the  fineft 
countries  around  the  Euphrates,  and  the 
Chriftian  inhabitants,  the  rightiful  poilef- 
fors,  are  treated  with  the  brutal  policy  and 
N  n  2  cruelty 
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And  now  their  cnfigns  blazing  o'er  the  tide 
On  India's  fliore  the  Lulian  heroes  ride. 
High  to  the  fleecy  clouds  refplendant  far 
Appear  the  regal  towers  of  Malabar, 


cruelty  of  a  Cortcz.  Bound  by  their  creed 
to  make  war  on  the  Chriftiansy  their  ambi- 
tion neelefb  no  opportunity  to  extend  their 
conqueSs ;  and  already  poiiefTed  of  immenfe 
territory,  their  acknowledged  purpofe  and 
their  power  threaten  deHruoion  to  tne  Chrif- 
tian  empire  of  the  Greeks. 

Having  conquered  and  profelited  Africa, 
from  the  Nile  to  die  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
the  princes  of  that  country,  their  tributaries 
and  allies,  combining  in  the  ereat  deiign  to 
extirpate  ChrilHanity,  turn  their  arms  againf! 
Europe,  and  are  fuccefsful:  they  eflabliih 
kingdoms  in  Spain  and  Portugal;  and 
France,  Italy,  and  the  weftern  iflands  of  the 
mediterranean,  fuller  by  their  excurfions  ; 
while  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Poland,  and  Italy 
itfelf,  ftom  its  vicinage  to  Dalmatia,  are 
immediately  concerned  in  the  impending 
fate  of  th£  Grecian  empire.  To  thefe  con- 
fiderations  let  it  be  added,  that  feveral  eaf- 
tcrn  ChriHians  fled  to  Europe,  and  begging 
as  pilgrims  from  country  to  country,  im- 
plored the  afliflance  of  the  Chriilian  powers 
to  difpoffefs  the  cruel  and  unjuil  ufurpers 
of  their  lands.  At  this  period  the  crufades 
commence.  To  fuppofe  that  the  princes  of 
Europe  were  fo  infcnfible  to  the  danger 
which  threatened  them,  as  fome  modem  wri- 
ters who  have  touched  upon  that  fubjeft,  ap- 
pear to  be,  is  to  afcribe  a  degree  of  ilupidity 
to  them  by  no  means  applicable  to  their 
military  character.  Though  fuperflition  in- 
flamed the  multitude,  we  may  be  aflnred 
however,  that  feveral  princes  found  it  their 
political  intereft  to  fan  the  flames  of  that 
fuperftition  ;  and  accordingly  we  find  that 
the  princes  of  Spain  and  Portugal  often 
greatly  availed  thcmfelves  of  it.  The  im- 
menfe refources  which  the  Turks  received 
from  Egypt,  and  the  neighbouring  coun-. 


tries,  which  had  not  been  attempted  by 
Godfrey  and  the  firft  cmfaders,  determined 
their  fucceflbrs»  to  alter  the  plan  of  their 
operations.  They  began  their  hoftilities  in 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  proceeded  through 
Barbary  to  Egypt.  By  this  new  route  of 
the  aofles,  the  Spaniards  and  Portngueie 
were  *  enabled  not  only  to  drive  the  Moort 
from  Europe,  but  to  give  a  htal  blow  to 
their  power  in  Africa.  Nor  was  the  fafety 
of  the  Greek  empire  lefs  neceflary  to  Italy 
and  the  eaftem  kingdoms  of  Europe.  Inju- 
ries, however,  offered  by  the  cruiaders,  who 
even  feized  the  throne  of  Conflantinople, 
upon  which  they  placed  -an  earl  of  Flanders, 
excited  the  refentment  of  the  Greeks ;  and 
their  averfion  f  to  the  papal  fupremacy  ren- 
dered them  fo  jealous  of  the  crtfaders,  that 
the  fucceflfors  of  Godfrey,  for  want  of  auxi- 
liary fupport,  after  about  ninety  years  pof- 
feflion,  were  totally 'driven  from  their  new- 
ereded  kingdom  in  the  Holy  Land.  By 
the  fall  of  the  Greek  empire,  an  event 
which  followed,  and  which  had  been  long 
ibref^en,  the  Venetians,  the  Aufbians,  the 
Poles,  and  the  RitlTians  became  the  natural 
enemies  of  the  Turks  ;  and  many  deiperate 
wars,  attended  with  various  fucceis,  have 
been  continued  to  the  prefent  time.  Not 
much  above  fifty  years  ago,  their  formidable 
efforts  to  poflTefs  themfelves  of  the  Venetian 
dominions  alarmed  all  the  Chriilian  powers ; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  repeated  defeats 
they  received  from  prince  Eugene,  a  great 
part  of  the  Auflrian  territories  mull  nave 
yielded  to  their  yoke.  However  overlooked, 
it  requires  but  little  political  philofophy  to 
pcrceivjc  the  fecurity  which  would  rcfult  to 
Europe  were  there  a  powerful  and  warlike 
.  kingdom  on  the  eailern  fide  of  the  Turkilh 
empire.      The   weftcrn  conqueils   of   that 

•  Li/boniifclr'  was  taken  fromi  he  Moors,  by  the  aiTiAaoce  of  an  En^Ji/h  re:tofcrurii*ers.  5ee  the  no)e, 
p.    1(8. 

f  A  Patriarrh  of  Co/ftantincple  declared  publickly  to  the  P  pt*a  'cg«te.  **  That  he  wCi.'d  much  ratJier 
'*  behold  the  tut  ban  dun  the  triple  crown  upon  the  great  ai tat  vt  Coiii^aAiinople.'* 

fierce 
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Imperial  Calicut,  the  lordly  feat 
Of  the  firft  raonarchi  of  the  Indian  ftate. 
Right  to  the  port  the  valiant  Gama  bends. 
With  joyful  fhouts  a  fleet  of  boats  attends  : 


fierce  warrior  Bajazet  I.  were  interrupted 
by  Tamerlane,  and  by  the  enemy  they  found 
in  Kouli  Khan,  the  enraged  Porte  was  pre- 
vented from  revenging  the  triumphs  of  Eu- 
gene. A  few  years  a^  we  beheld  them  tram- 
ple on  the  law  of  nations,  fend  an  ambafTador 
to  prifon,and  command  the  Ruffian  emprefs 
to  defert  her  allies.  A  war,  which  now 
continues,  enfued.  And  however  the  fore- 
fight  of  the  narrow  politidan  may  dread 
the  riiing  power  of  the  Rpfs,  it  is  to  be 
wifhed  that  the  arms  of  Mufcovy  may  fix 
fuch  barriers  to  the  Turkifh  empire  as  will 
for  ever  prevent  their  long  meditated  and 
often  attempted  deiign  to  pofTefs  themfelves 
of  the  Venetian  dominions,  or  to  extend 
their  conquefts  on  the  Weft,  conquefts  which 
would  render  them  the  moft  dangerous 
power  to  the  peace  of  Europe. 

In  a  \\ora,  the  crufades,  a  combination 
which  tended  to  fupport  the  Greek  empire 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  caftem,  and  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  the  fouthern  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, can  by  no  means  deferve  to  be  called  a 
moft  fingular  monument  of  human  folly, 
whatever  the  fuperftition  of  its  promoters 
and  conductors  might  be.  And  however  the 
inutility  and  abfurdity  of  their  profefled  aim, 
to  refcue  the  tomb  of  Chrift,  may  excite  the 
ridicule  of  the  modem  philofopher,  it  was  a 
motive  admirably  adapted  to  the  fuperftition 
of  that  age  ;  and  where  it  is  ncceftary  that 
an  enemy  ftiould  be  re'ftrained,  an  able  poli- 
tician will  avail  himfelf  of  the  moft  powerful 
of  all  incitements  to  hoftility,  the  fupcrfti- 
tious  or  religious  fervour  of  his  army. 

Having  entered  fo  far  into  the  hiftory  of 
the  crufades,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  take 
a  view  of  the  happy  confcquencfs  which 
flowed  from  them.  **  To  thefc  wild  expe- 
"  diticns,'*  Taj's  Robertfon,  '^  the  cffed  of 
**  fuperftition  or  folly,  we  owe  the  firft 
«*  gleams  of  light  which  tended  to  difpel 
**  barbarity  an  J  ignorance,  and  introduce 
"  any  change  in  govcrnm'ent  or  manners." 
Conftantinople,  at  that  time  the  feat  of  ele- 
gance, of  arts  and  commerce,  was  Uie  prin- 


cipal rendezvous  of  the  European  armies. 
The  Greek  writers  of  that  age  fpeak  of  the 
Latins  as  the  moft  ienorant  barbarians ; 
the  Latins,  on  the  other  hand,  talk  with 
aftoniftiment  of  the  grandeur,  elegance,  and 
commerce  of  Conftantinople.  The  moft 
ftupid  barbarians,  when  they  have  the  op- 
portunity of  comparifon,  are  fenfible  of  the 
Aiperionty  of  civilized  nations,  and  by  an 
acquaintance  with  them  begin  to  refemble 
their  manners,  and  emulate  their  advan- 
tages. The  fleets  which  attended  the. 
croflTes  introduced  commerce,  and  the  free- 
dom of  commercial  cities  into  their  mo- 
ther countries.  This,  as  Robertfon  obferves, 
proved  deftruflive  to  the  feudal  fyftem» 
which  had  now  degenerated. into  the  moft 
gloomy  oppreflion,  and  introduced  jthe  plans 
of  regular  government.  "  This  acquiution 
**  of  liberty,"  fays  the  fame  moft  inge- 
nious hiftorian,  '*  made  fuch  a  happy  change 
*'  in  the  condition  of  all  the  members  of 
**  communities  as  roufed  them  from  that 
«*  ftupidity  and  inadlion  into  which  they 
**  had  been  funk  by  the  wretchedneG . of 
"  their  former  ftate.  The  fpirit  of  induftry 
"  revived,  commerce  became  an  objed  of 
*•  attention,  and  began  to  flourifti.  Popu- 
*'  lationincreafed.  Independence  was  eftab- 
"  hftied,  and  wealth  flowed  into  cities 
•*  which  had  long  been  the  feat  of  po\erty 
*«  and  oppreffion." 

Upon  the  whole  it  will  be  found,  that  the 
Portuguefe  poet  talks  of  the  political  reafons 
of  a  crufade,  with  an  accuracy  in  the  philo- 
fophy  of  hiftory,  as  fuperior  to  that  ot  Vol- 
taire as  the  poetical  merit  of  the  Lufiad  fur- 
pafles  that  of  the  Henriade.  And  the  critic 
m  poetry  muft  allow,  that  to  fuppofe  the 
<}ifcover\'  of  Gama  the  completion  of  all 
the  endeavours  to  overthrow  the  great  ene- 
mies of  the  true  religion  gives  a  dignity  to 
the  poem,  and  an  importance  to  the  hero, 
fimilar  to  that  which  \'oltaire,  on  the  fame 
fuppofition,  allows  to  the  fubjcdl  of  the  Jeru- 
falcih  of  Taftb. 

Joyful 
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Joyful  their  nets  they  leave  and  finny  prey. 

And  croudlng  round  the  Lofians,  point  the  way. 

A  herald  now,  by  VASca's  high  command 

Sent  to  the  monarch,  treads  the  Indian  ftrand ; 

The  leered  ftafF  he  bears,  in  gold  he  fhines. 

And  tells  his  oQice  by  majeftic  figns. 

As  to  and  fro,  recumbent  to  the  gale. 

The  harveft  waves  along  the  yellow  dale. 

So  round  the  herald  prefs  the  w  ondering  throng. 

Recumbent  waving  as  they  pour  along. 

And  much  his  manly  port  and  ftrange  attire. 

And  much  his  fair  and  ruddy  hue  admire : 

When  fpeeding  through  the  crowd  with  eager  hafte. 

And  honeft  fmiles,  a  fon  of  Afric  preft  : 

Enrapt  with  joy  the  wondering  herald  hears 

Caftilia's  manly  tongue  falute  his  "  ears. 

What  friendly  angel  from  thy  Tago's  (hore 

Has  led  thee  hither  ?  cries  the  joyful  Moor. 

Then  hand  in  hand,  the  pledge  of  faith,  conjoin'd, 

O  joy  beyond  the  dream  of  hope  to  find. 

To  hear  a  kindred  voice,  the  Lufian  cried. 

Beyond  unmeafured  gulphs  and  feas  untry'd ; 


"  ^the  hiraU  hears  Toms,  who,  according  to  Oforias,  had  been 

Cafiilia*s  manly  tongui  falute  bis  ears, the  chief  perfon  with  whom  kin^  Ferdinand 

Tlus  is  according  to  die  truth  of  hiftory.  had  formerly  contraded  for  mihtary  ftores. 

While  the  mefTenger  fent  afhore  by  Gama  He  proved  himfclf  an  honeft  agent,  and  of 

was  borne  here  and  there,  and  carried  off  bfinite  fervice  to  Gama,   wim  whom  he 

his  feet  by  the  throng,  who  underftood  not  returned  to  Ponugal,  where,  according  to 

a  word  of  his  language,  he  was  accofted  in  Faria,  he  died  in  the  Chriftian  communioa. 

Spanifh  by  a  Mooriih  merchant,  a  native  of  He  was  named  Monzaida. 

Untry*d 
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Untry'd  before  our  dariAg  keels  explored 

Our  fearlefs  way — Oh  heaven,  what  tempefts  roared. 

While  round  the  vaft  of  Afric's  fouthmoft  land 

Our  eaflward  bowfprits  fought  the  Indian  ftrand. 

Amazed,  o'erpower'd,  the  friendly  ftranger  ftood  ; 

A  paffage  open'd  through  the  boundlefs  flood. 

The  hope  of  %cs,  and  the  dread  defpair^ 

Accomplifh'd  now,  and  conquered  —  ftifF  his  hair 

Rofe  thrilling^  whife  his  labouring  thoughts  purfued 

The  dreadful  courfc  by  Gama's  fate  fubdued. 

Homeward,  witk  generous  warmth  a'erflow'd,  Iw  leads 

The  Lulian  gucit^  and  fwift  the  fcaft  fucceeds  i 

The  purple  grape  and  golden  fruitage  finilc ; 

And  each  choice  viand  of  the  Indian  foil 

Heapt  o'er  the  board,   the  matter's  2eal  declare  i 

The  focial  feaft  the  gueft  and  mafter  (hare  : 

The  facred  pledge  of  eaftern  faith  "  approved. 

By  wrath  unakcr-d,  and  by  wrong  unmoved. 

Now  to  the  fleet  the  jc^ful  herald  bends. 

With  earnefl:  pace  the  heaven-fent  friend  attends  : 

•  The  facred  pledge  of  eaftern  faith, — To  the  hoaie,  they  met  a  crowd  who  carried 

eat  together  was  in  the  eaft  looked  upon  as  the  murdered  corie  of  the  nobleman's  be&>^ 

the  inviolable  pledge  of  protedlion.     As  a  ved  fon.    The  incenfed  populace  deifianded 

Perfian  nobleman  was  one  day  wallang  in  the  mOrderer,  who  fiood  bdide  him,  to  be 

his  garden,  a  wretch  in  the  utmdft  terror  delivered  to  thtt^  fury.    The  father,  though 

proArated  himfelf  before  him,  and  implored  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  annr,  renliedy 

to  be  protedtedfrom  the  rage  of  a  muTdfudc  "  We  haVe  eaten  togc&tfr,  aha  I  wiu  nol' 

who  were  in  purfuit  of  him,  to  take  his  *•  betray  him."   He  prote^ed  the  mmtlerer 

life.    The  nobleman  took  a^peadi;  eat  part'  of  YAi  ion  from  the  fury  of  his  domeftics 

of  it,  and  gave  the  reft  to  the  fugitive,  af-  and  neighbours,  and  in  ue  night  &cilitated 

furing  him  of  fafety.    As  they  approached  his  efcape*- 

Now 
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Now  down  the  river's  fweepy  ftream  they  glide. 
And  now  their  pinnace  cuts  the  briny  tide  : 
The  Moor,  with  tranfport  fparkling  in  his  eyes. 
The  well-known  make  of  Gama's  navy  fpies. 
The  bending  bowfprit,  and  the  niaft  fo  tall,  ' 
The  fides  black  frowning  as  a  caftle  wall. 
The  high-tcwer'd  ftern,  the  lordly  nodding  prore. 

And  the  broad  ftandard  flowly  waving  o'er 
The  anchor's  moony  fangs.     The  fkifF  he  leaves. 

Brave  Gama's  deck  his  bounding  ftep  receives ;. 

And,  Hail,  he  cries  :  in  tranfport  Gam  a  fprung. 

And  round  his  neck  with  friendly  welcome  hung ; 

Enrapt  fo  diftant  o'er  the  dreadful  main 

To  hear  the  mufic  of  the  tongue  of  Spain. 

And  now  beneath  a  painted  fhade  of  ftatte 

Befide  the  Ammiral  the  ftranger  fate. 

Of  India's  clime,  the  natives,  and  the  laws. 

What  monarch  fways  them,  what  religion  awes  ? 

Why  from  the  tombs  devoted  to  his  fires 

The  fon  fo  far  ?  the  valiant  Chief  enquires. 

In  adt  to  fpeak  the  fl:ranger  waves  his  hand. 

The  joyful  crew  in  filent  wonder  fl:and. 

Each  gently  prefling  on  with  greedy  ear. 

As  erfl:  the  bending  forefl:s  ft:oopt  to  hear 

In  Rhodope,  when  Orpheus'  heavenly  fl:rain. 

Deplored  his  loft  Eurydice  in  ^  vain  ; 

f  InRbodope — The  well-known  fable  of       cond  lofs  of  his  wife,    is  thus  explained, 
the  defccnt  of  Orpheus  to  hell,  and  the  fc-       Aedoneus,  king  of  Thefprotia,  whofe  cruelty 

procured 
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While  with  a  mien  that  generous  friendfliip  won 
From  every  heart,  the  Stranger  thus  begun  : 

Your  glorious  deeds,  ye  Lufians,  well  I  know. 
To  neighbouring  earth  the  vital  air  I  owe ; 
Yet  though  my  faith  the  Koran's  lore  revere ; 
So  taught  my  fires  5  my  birth  at  proud  Tangier, 
An  hoftile  clime  to  Lifbon's  awful  name, 
I  glow  enraptured  o'er  the  Lufian  fame^ 
•    Proud  though  your  nation's  warlike  glories  fhine, 
Thefe  proudeft  honours  yield,  O  Chiefs  to  thine  ^ 
Beneath  thy  drfiad  atchievements  low  they  fall. 
And  India's  fhore,  difcovered,  crowns  them  all. 
Won  by  your  fame,  by  fotnd  affe<9ion  iway'd, 
A  friend  I  come,  and  offer  friendfhip's  aid. 
As  on  my  lips  Caftilia's  language  glow6. 
So  from  my  tongue  the  fpeech  of  India  flows: 
Mozaide  my  name,  in  India's  court  beloved, 
•For  honeft  deeds,  but  time  fhall  fpeak,  approved. 
When  India's  Monarch  gfeets  his  court  again. 
For  now  the  banquet  on  the  tented  '  plain 

jprocurcd  lum  the  name  tif  Pluto,  tyrant  -of  ^  For  now  tie  banquet  on  the  tented  plaia^ 

hell,  havine  feized  Eurydice,  as    fiie   fled  And fyhvan  chace  bis  earele/s  hours  employ  — - 

irom  his  friend  Ariflaeus,  detained  her  as  .a  The  Great  Mogul  and  other  eaflem  Jove- 

captive.  Orpheus  having  charmed  the  tyrant  reigns,  attended  with  their  courtiers,  fpend 

with  his  njofic,  his  wire  was  reftored,  on  annually  fome  months  of  the  fineft  feafon 

condition  that  he  ihoold  not  l«ok  tipon  her,  in  encampments   in  the  field,  in  hunting 

till  he  had  coodu^led  her  oat  of  Thefprotia.  parties,  and  military  amufcmenta. 
Orpheus,  on  his  journey,  fiarfeited  the  con- 
4dition«  and  irrecoverably  IcA  his  fpoufe. 

43  o  And 
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And  fylvan  chace  his  carelefs  hottrs  cihploy  ; 
When  India's  Lord  (hall  hdl,  with  Wbhdmnj  joy> 
Your  glad  arrival  on  the  fpacious  (hore 
Through  oceans  nicver  ploughed  by  keel  before, 
Myfelf  (hall  glad  Interpreter  attend. 
Mine  every  office  of  die  faithful  friend. 
Ah  !  but  a  ftream,  the  labbur  of  the  oar^ 
Divides  my  birth-place  firoiik  your  native  fhote ; 
On  (hores  unknown,  in  diftant  wdrlds,  how  fv»^et 
The  kindred  tohgile  the  kindred  face  to  greet  I 
Such  now  my  joy ;  and  ftichi  O  heaven >  be  yours  ! 
Y^  bounteous  heaven,  your  gkd  fuccefs  fecures* 
Till  now  impervious,  heaven  alone  fabdued 
The  various  horrors  of  the  ti^cklefs  flood  5 
Heaveji  fent  you  here  for  foiiie  great  tvork  divine. 
And  heaven  infpires  my  brfeaft  your  iacred  toils  to  join. 

Vaft  are  the  fhores  af  India's  wealthful  foil  i 
Southward  fea-girt  fhe  forms  a  demi-ifle :  * 
His  cavern'd  cliffs  with  dark-brow'd  forefts  crown'd, 
Hemodian  Taurus  frowns  her  northern  bound : 
From  Cafpia's  lake  th'  enormous  mountain  '  fpreads. 
And  bending  eaftward  rears  a  thoufand  heads ; 

'  — th*  enormous  mountain — ^Properly  an  Paropamiflbs,  Oiontes,  Imaos,  &C,  aftd 
immenfc  chain  of  mountains,  known  by  from  Imaus  extended  throngh  Tartaxy  to 
various  names,  Caucafus,  Taurus,  Hemodus,       the  fea  of  Ktochatka. 

Far 
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Far  to  extremeft  fea  the  ridges  thrown,  . 
By  various  names  through  various  tribes  are  koown : 
Here  down  the  wafte  of  Taurus'  rocky  fide 
Two  infant  rivers  pour  the  chryfta^  tide, 
Indus  the  one,  and  one  the  Ganges  named, 
Darkly  of  old  through  diftant  nations  famed  : 
One  eaftward  curving  holds  his  crooked  way. 
One  to  the  weft  gives  hi^  fwoln  ^de  to  ftray  : 
Declining  fouthward  many  a  land  they  lave. 
And  widely  fwelling  roll  the  fea-like  wave> 
Till  the  twin  offspring  of  the  naouJUtain  fire 
Both  in  the  Indian  deep  ingulph'4  expire  : 
Between  thefe  ftreams,  fair  fimling  to  ^he  day,^ 
The  Indian  lands  their  wide  domtains  difplay,^ 
And  many  a  league,  far  to  the  fouth  they  bend, 
From  the  broad  regipn  where  the  rivers  end,. 
Till  where  the  fhores  to  Ceylon's  ifle  *  oppofe» 
In  conic  form  the  Indiai;i  regions  clofe. 
To  various  laws  the  various  tribes  incline. 
And  various  are  the  rites  efteem'd.  divine : 


^h 


•  ^^to  CeyMs  (/Zf— One  Captaiit  Knox» 
whp  publKhed  an  account  of  Ceylon,  in 
1681,  has  the  following  curious  pafTage, 
**  This  for  certain ,  fays  he,  I  can  affirm, 
that  oftentimes  the  Devil  doth  cry  with  an 
s^udible  voice  in  the  night :  It  is  very  (hrill, 
almuil  like  the  barkine  of  a  dog.  This  I 
have  often  heard  myfelf,  but  never  heard 
that  he  did  any  body  any  harm.  Only  this 
obfervation  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  have 
madf  of  this  voice,  and  I  have  made  it  alfo, 
that  either  jud  before,  or  very  fuddenly 


after  this  voice,  the  king  always  aits  off 
people.  To  believe  that  this  is  the  voice 
t/i  the  Devil  thefe  reafons  urge ;  becaufe 
there  is  no  creature  known  to  the  inhabi- 
tants that  cries  like  it,  and  becaufe  it  will 
on  a  fttdden  depart  from  one  place^  and 
make  a  noife  in  another,  quicker  thaa 
any  fowl  can  fly,  and  becaufe  the  vtrf 
dogs  will  tremble  when  they  hear  it ;  and 
it  is  fo  counted  by  all  the  people."— Knox, 
Hill.  Ceyl.  p-  78. 
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Some  as  from  heaven  receive  the  Koran's  lore. 
Some  the  dread  monfters  of  the  wild  adore ; 
Some  bend  to  wood  and  ftone  the  proftrate  head. 
And  rear  unhallow'd  altars  to  the  dead. 
By  Ganges'  banks,  as  wild  traditions  *  tell. 
Of  old  the  tribes  lived  healthful  by  the  fmell ; 
No  food  they  knew,  fuch  fragrant  vapours  rofe 
Rich  from  the  flowery  lawns  where  Ganges  flows  : 
Here  oow  the  Delhian,  and  the  fierce  Patan 
Feed  their  fair  flocks  ;  and  here,  an  heathen  clan. 
Stern  Decam's  fons  the  fertile  valleys  tiD, 
A  clan,  whofe  hope  to  fhun  eternal  ill, 
Whofe  truft  from  every  ftain  of  guilt  to  fave. 
Is  fondly  placed  in  Ganges'  holy  "  wave ; 
If  to  the  flream  the  breathlefs  corpfe  be  given 
They  deem  the  fpirit  wings  her  way  to  heaven. 
Here  by  the  mouths,  where  hallowed  Ganges  ends, 
Bengala's  beauteous  Eden  wide  extends, 
Unrivaird  fmile  her  fair  luxurious  vales  : 
And  here  Cambaya  fpreads  her  palmy  ""  dales ; 


t  as  wild  traditions  tell Pliny, 

impofed  upon  by  fome  Greeks,  who  pre- 
tended to  have  been  in  India,  relates  this 
fable.  Vid.  Nat.  Hill.  Lib.  12. 

"  //  fondly  placed  in  Ganges^  holy  oyao;/— 
Almoft  all  ///  Indian  nations  attribute  to 
the  Ganges,  the  virtue  of  cleanfmg  the 
foul  fromthe  llains  of  fin.  They  have  fuch 
veneration  for  this  river,  that  if  any  one  in 
their  prefence  were  to  throw  any  filth  into 
the  flream,  an  inllant  death  would  punifti 
his  audacity.  As  St.  Thomas  preached  the 
faith  in  the  eaft,  it  is  probable  that  thefc 


ablutions  are  a  grofs  imitation  of  that  bap- 
tifm,  which  he  publiAied.     Cuftera. 

^  And  here  CamSaya-^l^ow  called  Gaasa- 
rate*  The  inhabitants  are  ingenious,  culti- 
vate letters,  and  are  faid  to  be  particularly 
happy  in  the  agreeable  Romance.  Accord- 
ing; to  andent  tradition,  Porus  was  ibvereigii 
of  this  country.  His  memory  is  ilili  pre- 
ferved  with  an  eclat,  worthy  of  that  valoiir 
and  generofity  which  attraded  the  efteem 
of  the  great  Alexander.  Caftera.  This 
country  was  known  to  the  ancients  by  the 
name  of  Gedrofia. 

A  warlike 
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A  warlike  realm,  where  ftill  the  martial  race 
From  Porus  famed  of  yore  their  lineage  trace. 
Narfinga  *  here  difplays  her  fpacioas  line. 
In  native  gold  her  fons  and  ruby  fliine : 
Alas,  how  vain  !  thefe  gaudy  fons  of  fear. 
Trembling,  bow  down  before  each  hoftile  fpear. 


stS/ 


«  iV<fr>%tf— ThelawsofNarfia^obliM 
the  women  to  throw  themfelves  into  the 
faneral  pile,  to  be  burnt  with  their  deceafed 
hulbands.  An  infallible  fccret  to  prevent 
the  defire  of  widowhood.  Caflera  from 
Barros^  Dec.  4. 

There  are  many  accounts  in  different  tra- 
veller$  of  the  performance  of  this  moft  bar- 
barous ceremony.  The  following  one  is 
feleaed  as  the  moft  pifturefquc  of  any  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  tranflator. 

**  At  this  time  (17 10)  died  the  Prince  of 
Marata,  aged  above  eighty  years.  The  ce- 
remony othis  funeral,  where  his  forty-fevcn 
wives  were  burned  with  his  corpfe,  was 
thus  :  A  deep  circular  pit  was  di|;ged  in 
a  field  without  the  town  %  in  the  middle  of 
the  trench  was  ere£ted  a  pile  of  wood,  on 
the  top  of  which,  on  a  couch  richly  orna- 
mented, lay  the  body  of  the  deceafed  Prince 
in  his  fineft  robes.  After  numberlefs  rituals 
performed  by  the  Bramins,  the  pile  was  fet 
on  fire,  and  mimediatelv  the  unhappy  Ladies 
appeared,  fparkling  with  jewels  and  adorned 
with  flowers.  Ttefe  vidims  of  this  diabo- 
lical facrifice  walked  feveral  times  about  the 
burning  pile,  the  heat  whereof  was  felt  at 
a  confiderable  diftance.  The  principal  Lady 
then,  holding  the  dagger  of  her  late  hul- 
band,  thus  addreffed  herfelf  to  the  Prince 
his  fucceffor  :  Herc,'faid  (he,  is  the  dagger 
which  the  King  made  ufe  of,  to  triumph 
over  his  enemies  :  beware  never  to  employ 
it  to  other  purpofe,  never  to  embrue  it  with 
the  blood  of  your  fubjeds.  Govern  them 
as  a  father,  as  he  has  done,  and  you  fhall 
live  long  and  happy,  as  he  did.  Since  he 
is  no  more,  nothing  can  keep  me  longer  in 
the  world;  all  that  remains  for  me  is  to 
follow  him.  With  thefe  words,  (he  refigned 
the  dagger  into  the  Prince's  hands,  who 
took  it  from  her  without  fhewing  the  leaft 


fign  of  grief  op  compaffion.  The  Princefi 
now  appeared  agitated.  One  of  her  do- 
meftics,  a  Chriftion  woman,  had  frequently 
talked  with  her  on  relirion,  and  though  ihc 
never  renounce  her  idols,  had  made  fome 
impreffions  on  her  mind.  Perhaps*  thefe 
impreifions  now  revived.  With  a  moft  ex- 
prdfive  look  ftie  exclaimed,  Alas !  what  is 
the  end  of  human  happinefs !  I  know  I  fhall 
plnnee  myfelf  headlonjg  into  hell.  Oh  thefe 
words,  a  horror  was  vifible  on  every  coun- 
tenance ;  when  refuming  her  courage,  ihe 
boldly  turned  her  fiice  to  the  burning  pile, 
and  oJling  upon  her  gods,  flung  heffdf^into 
the  midft  of  the  flames.  The  fecond  Lady 
was  the  After  of  a  Prince  of  the  blood,  who 
was  prefent,  and  aflifted  at  the  deteftable 
facrifice.  She  advanced  to  her  brother, 
and  gave  him  the  jewels,  wherewith  fhe 
was  adorned.  His  paflion  gave  way,  he 
burft  into  tears,  and  fell  upon  her  neck  in 
the  moft  tender  embraces.  She,  however, 
remained  unmoved,  and,  with  a  refolute 
countenance,  fometimes  viewed  the  pile,  and 
fometimes  the  afliftants.  Then  loudly  ex- 
clainung,  Cbiva^  Chiva^  the  name  of  one 
of  hier  idols,  fhe  precipitated  herfelf  into 
the  flames,  as  the  former  had  done.  The 
other  Ladies  fbon  followed  after,  fome  de- 
cently compofed,  and  fome  with  the  moft 
bewildered,  down-caft,  forrowfol  looks. 
One  of  them,  fhocked  above  the  reft,  ran 
to  a  Chriftian  foldier,  whom  fhe  beheld 
among  the  guards,  and  hanging  about  his 
neck,  implored  him  to  fave  her.  The  new 
convert,  ftuaned  with  furprize,  pufhed  the 
unfortunate  Lady  from  him  ;  and .  fhrieking 
aloud  fhe  fell  into  the  fiery  trench.  The  fol- 
dier, all  fhivering  with  terror,  immediately 
retired,  and  a  delirious  fever  ended  his  life  in 
the  following  night.  Though  many  of  the 
unhappy  vi6tims,  difcovered  at  firft  the  ut- 

moft 
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And  now  behold; — and  yfkije  1^?  fpoke  he  rofe. 
Now  with  extended  ami^e  jprofpedl  fhcws,— — 
Behold  thefe  mountain-tPps  of  yariQu$  fize 
-Blend  their  dim  ridges  with  the  fleecy  {kk9; 
Nature's  rude  wall,  againft  tl\e  fierce  Canar 
They  guard  the  fertile  lawns  pf  Malabar. 
Here  from  the  mountain  to  the  furgy  main. 
Fair  as  a  g^urden  fpreads  the  fmilipg  plain  : 
And  lo,  the  Emprefs  of  the  Indian  powers> 
There  lofty  Calicut  refplendeot  towers  ; 
Hcr's  every  fragrance  of  the  ipicy  fhore, 
Her*s  every  gem  of  India's  xountkfs  ftore  : 
Great  Samoreem,  her  Lord's  imperial  ftyle. 
The  mighty  Lord  of  India's  utmoft  foil : 
To  him  the  kings  their  duteous  tribute  pay. 
And  at  bis  fee^  cppfefs  their  borrowed  fway. 
Yet  higljer  tower'd  ^e  monarchs  anciem  ^  bpaft. 
Of  old  one  fovereign  ruled  the  fpacious  coaft. 

« 

moft  intrepidity,  yet  no  fooner  did  they  feel  the  relations,  who  eflrem  diemfelj^es  1|%U^ 

the  flames,  than  diey  roared  out  in  the  moil  difgracedv  leave  no  means  tmtried  to  chUg^ 

dreadful  manner  ;  and,  weltering  over  each  them  to  it.    Princefles,  and  Concubines  ^f 

Other,  ftrove  to  gain  the  brim  of  the  pit ;  Princes,  however,  are  the  pnly  perfons  fijOQi 

bat  in  vain  :  the  afllilants  forced  them  back  whom  this  fpecies  ot  fuicide  is  expe^ed* 

with  their  poles,  and  heaped  new  fuel  upon  When  women  of  inferior  rank  fubmit  lp 

them.     The  i;iext  day  the  Bramins  gathered  this  abominable  cuftom,  they  are  only  umd 

the  bones,  and  threw  diem  into  the  fea.  to  it  by  the  impulfe  of  a-  barbarous  pruip 

The  pit  was  levelled,  a  temple  built  on  the  and  vanity  of  oftentation."     Extra^ed  froQi 

fpot,  and  the  deceafed  Prince  and  his  wives  st  letter  from  Father  Martin,  on  the  n^fioa 

were   reckoned  among  the  Deities.      To  of  Coromandel,  to  Father  de  Villete,  of  t)^ 

conclude,  this  deteilable  cruelty  has  the  ap-  Society  of  Jefus,  publiihed  at  Paris,  in  1719. 

pearance  of  the  free  choice  of  the  women.  f  0/  old  one  fo'vereign  ruled  the  JfocniU 

-cut  that  freedom  is  only  fpecious  ;    it  is        coaft Whatever  Monzaida  relates  of  the 

almoft  impoffible  to  avoid  it.     If  they  do,  people  and  their  manners,  is  confinaed.  by 

they  mult  lie  under  perpetual  in&my,  a^d  the  hifiories  of  India,  according  to  Barroa, 
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A  votive  train,  who  brbiighl  the  Rorian's  lot^i 
What  time  great  Perittid  the  fceptre  bore. 
From  bleft  Arabia's  gtttVcfi- 156  Indi^-^ifthi  j 
Life  were  their  words,  theli*  eldi{|tieiite  i  flfttnc 
Of  holy  zeal :  fired  by  the  J)6v8reiftil  fthtih 
The  lofty  monarch  join's  the  faithful  tnrin,. 
And  vows,  at  fair  Medina's  flirinCi  to  cldfe 
His  life's  mild  eve  in  prajrier  arid  f#eet  repofe. 
Gifts  he  prepares  to  deck  the  Prophet'fc  tomb. 
The  glowing  labours  of  the  ladian  loom^ 
Orixa's  fpices  and  Qolconda's  gem^ ; 
Yet,  ere  the  fleet  th'  Ardbian  ocean  ftems. 
His  final  care  his  potent  regidns  cl^im. 
Nor  his  the  tranfport  of  a  father's  hahie ; 
His  fervants  now  the  regal  purple  wear. 
And  high  enthroned  the  golden  fceptres  bear. 
Proud  Cochim  one^  and  one  fair  Ch^6  fways. 
The  fpicy  Ifle  another  Lord  obeys ; 
Coulam  and  Cananoor's  luxurious  fields. 
And  Cranganore  to  various  Lords  he  yields. 
While  thefe  and  others  thus  the  monarch  graced, 
A  noble  youth  his  tare  unmindful  ptSi : 
Save  Calicut,  a  city  poor  and  fmdl. 
Though  lordly  now,  no  more  remain'd  to  fall : 

Caftaneda,  Mafieus,  and  Don  Ofoiiiu.  Our      duce  any  cmioos  cnfiom  or  veftige  of  and- 
Aathor,  in  this,  imitates  Homer  and  Virgil,       quity.    Ca/lira. 
Who  are  fond  of  every  opportunity  to  intro- 

Grieved 
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Grieved  to  behold  fuch  merit  thus  repay*d. 

The  fapient  youth  the  king  of  kings  he  made> 

And  honoured  with  the  name,  great  Samoreem^ 

The  lordly  titled  boaft  of  ^wer  fupreme. 

And  now  great  Perimal  refigns  his  reign. 

The  blifsful  bowers  of  Paradife  to  gain : 

Before  the  gale  his  gaudy  navy  flies. 

And  India  finks  for  ever  from  his  eyes. 

And  foon  to  Calicut's  commodious  port 

The  fleets^  deep-edging  with  the  wave,  refort : 

Wide  o'er  the  (hore  extend  the  warlike  piles. 

And  all  the  landfcape  round  luxurious  fmiles« 

And  now  her  flag  to  every  gale  unfurl'd. 

She  towers  the  Emprefe  of  the  eaftern  world : 

Such  are  the  bleflings  fapient  kings  beflx)w. 

And  from  thy  ftream  fuch  gifts,  O  Commerce,  flow. 

From  that  fage  youtli,  who  firft  reign'd  king  of  kings. 
He  now  who  fways  the  tribes  of  India  fprings. 
Various  the  tribes,  all  led  by  fables  vain. 
Their  rites  the  dotage  of  the  dreamful  brain. 
All,  favc  where  Nature  whifpers  modeft  care. 
Naked,  they  blacken  in  the  fultry  air. 
The  haughty  noWes  and  the  vulgar  race 
Never  muft  join  the  conjugal  embrace ; 
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Nor  may  the  ftripling,  nor  the  blooming  maid. 
Oh  loft  to  joy,  by  cruel  rites  betrayed  ! 
To  fpoufc  of  other  than  their  father's  art. 
At  Love's  connubial  ihrine  unite  the  heart : 
Nor  may  their  fons,  the  genius  and  the  view 
Confined  and  fetter'd,  other  art  purliie. 
Vile  were  the  ftain,  and  deep  the  foul  difgrace. 
Should  other  tribe  touch  one  of  noble  race  ; 
A  thoufand  rites,  and  wafhings  o'er  and  o'er. 
Can  fcarce  his  tainted  purity  reftorc. 
Poleas  the  labouring  lower  clans  are  named : 
By  the  proud  Nayres  the  noble  rank  is  claimed ; 
The  toils  of  culture,  and  of  art  they  fcorn. 
The  warrior's  plumes  their  haughty  brows  adorn  j 
The  fhining  faulchion  brandifti'd  in  the  right. 
Their  left  arm  wields  the  target  in  the  fight ; 
Of  danger  fcornful,  ever  arm'd  they  ftand 
Around  the  king,  a  ftern  barbarian  band. 
Whatever  in  India  holds  the  facred  name 
Of  piety  or  lore,  the  Brahmins  claim  : 
In  wildeft  rituals,  vain  and  painful,  loft, 
Brahma  their  founder  as  a  God  they  boaft  *. 


*  Brahma  their  founder  as  a  god  they  boafl. 
m  Antiquity  has  talked  much,  but  knew 
little  with  certainty  of  the  Brahmins,  and 
their  philofophy.  Porphyry  and  others 
cftecm  them  the  fame  as  the  Gymnofophifts 
of  the  Greeks,  and  divide  them  into  fcveral 
fe6ls,  the  Samanxi,  the  Germanes,  the  Pram- 
nae,  the  Gymnetae,  &c.  Their  terrible  pe- 
nances are  often  mentioned  by  heathen  au- 
thors, and  by  the  earlieil  of  the  Chrillian  fa- 


thers«  The  flory  of  Calanus,  who  burnt 
himfelf  in  the  camp  of  Alexander,  is  well 
known.  The  Brahmin  Mandanis,  however, 
deferves  more  honour:  he  rejcded  with  fcorn 
the  gifts  of  the  conqueror,  and  ridiculed  liis 
pretenfions  to  divinity.  Several  ambafladors 
were  fent  by  a  king  of  India,  a  king  of 
fix  hundred  kings,  to  Auguflus  Casfa;-.  (Sue- 
ton,  c.  21.)  One  of  thefe,  a  Brahmin  philo- 
fopher,  burned  himfelf  at  Athens.  His  life 
P  p  had 
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To  cmwn  their  ^mt^  no  meaneft  life  ^xpires^ 
Pulie^  £ruit»  and  lierbs  alone  their  board  requires  :: 
J^lone  in  lewdness  riotous  :andireCf 
ls!x>  ijpoufal  ties  with4i©id,  aiid  no  degree  r 


HiaH^l>een'iextreneIy  proJ^rGfoSy  and  he  took 
ctkiB  method,  he  ^^d,  co  prevent  Yrererfe 
*of  Forttne.     Amid  a  great  concourfe  of  peo- 
rple  he«atered  the  fire,cindced,  anointedy-and 
'.laaghittg.    .The  epiuph  which  he  defired 
i^might  l^inrciibed-on his tomb^^aB,  ^Here 
yrem  Zarmanocbagai^  the  Indian  of  Bargofa, 
who,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  liis  oaantof^ 
rmade  himfelf  immortal."    On  the  approach 
«of  age  or  dtfeafe,  according  to  antiquity,  xh^ 
^-hadavcoorfe  %o  this  means,  and  it  was  oa 
the  advances  of  a  diftemper  that  Calanus 
ramofed  Alexander  with  this  exhibition  of 
^Indian  philosophy.    Thexnftom  of  the  wife 
Ubeing  bamed  with  the  cor^fe  of  her  deceafed 
■hufband  is  aUb  very  antient.    It  is  men- 
tioned i)y  Hiepome,  (Adv.  Jov.l.  i:)   and 
Several  oAei^     Poftellus  •  (de  Orig.  c.   13. 
«t     r.5.)    fancies    fhat  {he  Brahmins    are 
^defcended  of  Abraham  by  Keturah»  and 
named    Brachmanes,     quafi    AhrOhmams. 
i^liny,   L  vii.  c.  2.  relates,  that  the   In- 
^dian  philofophers  called   Gymnets,  from 
'the  fanning  to  his  fitting,  by  way  of  divi- 
nation, kept  their  eyes  unalterably  4xed  on 
^e  orb  of  that  kminary.     Befides  thefe  re- 
lations,   v^ich  correfpond  with  4ater  ac- 
<coaiiti»  ^eantients  had  innumerable  fables. 
J'liny  idles  of  mea  in  India  with  tbgs  Jieads; 
othm  with  only  one  leg,  ytt  Ac hilUses  for 
^'fwifble^s  of  foot ;  of  a  nation  of  pigmies ;  of 
ifome, '  (as  already  obferved  in  thefe  notes) 
'ivho  lived  by  the  fmell ;  of  tribes  who  had 
» only  one  ^e  hi  -their   forehead  ;    and    of 
vibme  whoife  ears  hung  down- to  the  ground. 
Others  talked  of  fountains,  in  India,  of  fi- 
•quid  gold.    But  enough.     Though  Pliny, 
tiK)  doubt,  had  hi&  admirew,  thefe  ftories  were 
ridiculed  by  fome,   and  Horace   genteely 
,   -Ilaughs.at  themihaiinglejexprcflioa. 

— — J^^  loca  fabulo/as 

:  Lambit  Hydaf^es. 

apfom. the.carlielt  times .thc-'Indians  Jiavc 
I  been  divided,  into  diftinca  tribes.  The  four 
yprincip'aloncs  arc,  the  Bxahmine,  (who.like 


the  Levites  amon^  the  Hebrews,  arelieitS- 
tary  priefte)  the  foldien,  thtti&0chan]ct«aiul 
the  labourers.     As  thefe  tribes  never  inter^ 
'many,  India 'may.  properly  be  faid  toooataia 
four  different  nations.  They  will  nd^er  eat 
<^gether,  nor  .drink  out  of  tibe  ^fame  vcftL 
If  they  trefpafs  in  thefe  or* in  many  other 
ifinular  jp9kit8,.  they  are  held  atjpolhite^  m* 
jeded  from  their  tribe,  and  are  obliged  to 
iierd  with  a  defpifed  crew>  called  the  Hal- 
lachores,  who  are  the  loweft  of  the  commn- 
nij^^  the  rabble  of  India.     Among  thA 
only,  favs  Scrafton,  the  popilh  miffionaries 
have  had  any  fuccefs.  '  Urbano  Cerr^  in  his 
account  of  the  Catholic  religion,  mendona 
a  Jefuit  named  Robertus  de  Nobili,   who 
preached  that  every  one-ought  to  remaia  in 
his  own   tribe,  and  by  that  means  made 
many  converts.    He  -  akb  propofed  to  •exvd 
a  feminary  of  Chrillian  Brahmms.    But  the 
Holy  See  difapproved  of  this  ratiomfl  defion, 
and  defeated  his  labours.     Jealoufy  of  the 
feoular  arts  of  the  Portuguefe,  iwas  alfo.a 
powerful  preventive  of  the  labours  of  their 
.Driefts.     A  )Spaniard  bein^  afked  by  wl 
Indian  king,  ho>v  his  Spanifh  majeifty  wat 
able  to  fulxiue  .  fuch  immenfe  countnes  .«t 
they  boafled  to  belong  to  him  :   The  Dob 
honeilly  anfwered,  «  that  he  firftfent  priefts 
to  convert  the    people,   and  having    that 
gained  a  party  of  the  natives,  he  fent  Aeett 
and  foldiers,  who  with  the  afliilance>of  die 
•new  profelites  fubdued  the  reil."  The  truth 
of  this  confeilion,  which  has   been  often 
pro\ed,  will  never  be  forgotten  in  the  Eaft. 
But  if- the  bigotted  adherence^f  the  Indians 
to  the  rites^f  their  tribes,  and  other  cauies, 
have  been  a  bar  to  the  propagation  of^ChriP- 
.  tianity  amone  them,  the  fame  reafons  have 
alfo  prevented  the  fuccefs  of  Mohammedifin^ 
.a  religion  much  morej)alatable  to  the  luxo- 
Jious  and  ignorant.     Though  the  Mogul* 
tand  almofl  .all  •  the  princes  of  India,  have 
thefe  many.centuries  profefTed  the^religion  tf 
r  the  Koran,  Mr.  Orme  computes  that  all  the 
.Mohammedans  of  Hindoftan  do  not .  exceed 
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Loft  to  the  Kfeart-ties,  to  his  neighbour's  arms 
The  willing  hufband  yields  his  fpoufe's  charms  :. 
In  unendear'd  embraees^  free  they  blend  ; 
Yet  but  the  hufband's  kindred  may  afcend. 


ten  thoufand ;  whereas  the  Indians,,  he  &ys, 
amouni  to  about  an  hundred  millions. 

Almoft  innumerable,  and  fometimes  as 
whimiically  abford  as  the  Arabian  Nights' 
Entertainments,  are  the  holy  leeends  of  Inr 
dia.  The  accounts  of  the  god  Brahma,  or 
Brimha,  are  more  various  than  thofe  of  any 
fiible  in  the  Grecian  mythology.  According 
to  Father  Bohourj,  in  nis  life  of  Xavter^  the 
Brahmins  hold,  diat  die  Great  God  having 
a  deiire  to  become  vifible,  became  man.  In 
this  fUte  he  produced  three  fons,  Ma^fo, 
Vifnu,  and  Brahma ;  the  firft,  bgrn  ot  his 
mouth,  the  fecond,  of  bis  breaft,  die  third,  of 
his  belly.  Being  about  to  return  to  his  in- 
vifibili^,  he  affigned  various  departments  to 
]^is  three  fons.  To  Brahma  he  gave  tha 
third  heaven,  with  the  fuperintendence  of  the 
rites  of  religion.  Brahma  having  a  defire 
Ibr  children,  begot  the  Brahmins,  who  are 
theprieib  of  India,  and  who  are  believed 
by  the  other  tribes  to  be  a  race  of  demi-gods, 
wno  have  the  blood  of  heaven  running  in 
their  veins.  Other  accounts  fay,^  that  Krah- 
ma  produced  the  priefb  from  his  head,  the 
moreigpoble  tribes  from  his  breafl:,  thighs, 
and  feet.. 

According  to  the  learned  Kircher's  account 
of  the  theology  of  the  Brahmins,  the  fole 
and  fupreme  god  Viftnou,  formed  the  fecon- 
dary  srod  Brahma,,  out  of  a  flower  that 
floated  on  the  furface  of  the  goeat  deep  before 
the  Creadon.  And  afterwards,  in  reward  of 
the  virtue,  fidelity,  and  gratitude  of  Brahma, 
gave  him  power  to  create  the  univerfe. 

According  to  the  Danifh  nuflionaries*,  the 
Fifft  Being,  fay  the  Brahmins,  begat  Eter- 
nity, Eternity  begat  Tfchinen^  Tfchinen 
begat  Tfcbaddy^  Tfcbaddy  begat  Putadj^ 
or  the  elementary  world,  Futady  begat 
Sound,  Sound  begat  Nature,  Nature  begat 


the  great  gtATfihat^tfchlneny  from  whom 
Brahma  was  the  fourth  in  a  like  defcent. 
Brahma  produced  the  fonl,  the  foul  produced 
the  vifible  heaven,  the  heaven  produced  the 
air,  the  air  the  fire,  the  fire  the  water,  and 
the  water  the  earth.  A  legend  fomething 
iimilar  to  this  appears  in  Mr.  Dow's  Difler- 
tadon  on  the  Brahmins,  prefixed  Co  his  in- 
genious hiilory  of  Hindoftan. 

This  genealogical  nonfenfe,  however,  is 
not  confined  to  India.  Hefiod's  genealogy 
of  the  gods,  though  refined'  upon  by  the 
fchools  of  Plato,  is  of  the  fame  claTs.  The 
Jewifh  fables,  foolifh  queftions  and  genea- 
logies, reproved  by  faint  Paul,  (epift.  Tit.) 
were  probably  of  this  kind,  for  the  Talmu* 
dical  legends  were  not  then  fprung  up.  Bi- 
nah^  or  Underftandine,  faid  the  cabaliib» 
begat  Cocbmaby  or  Vmlom,  &c.  till  at  laft 
comes  Mikab,the  Kingdom, who  begat  Sbe- 
kinabf  the  Divine  Prefeace.  In  the.  feme 
manner  the  Chriftian  Gnoftics,  of  the  fed 
of  Valentinus,.held  their  nx9p4^/x9t,  and  their 
thirty  ages.  Ampfiu  and  Auraan^  they  tell 
us,  1.  e.  Profundity  and  Silence,  begat  Ba^ 
cua  and  Tbartbuu^  Mind  and  Truth ;  thefe 
begat  Uhucua  and  Tbardeadie^  Word  and 
Life,  and  thefe  Merexa  and  Atarbarha^ 
Man  and  Church.  The  other  conjundUons 
of  their  thirty  jEones  are  of  fimilar  inmuity. 
The  prevalence  of  the  fame  fbirif oOaytho- 
logical  allegory  in  fuch  different  nations, 
affords  the  philofopher  a  worthy  field  of  fpe-^ 
culadon. 

Ahnoft  as  innumerable  as  their  legends  are 
the  dreadful  penances  to  which  the  reli* 
gionifts  of  India  fubmit  themfelves  for  the 
expiadon  of  fins.  Some  hold  the  tranfmi-> 
gradon  of  fouls,  and  of  confequence  abftain 
from  all  animal  food  |.  Yet  however  auflere 
in  other  refpeds,  they  freely  abandon  them- 
H  •  See  Phillip9*s  CoUedion  of  their   Letters  publi/hed  at  London  in  17 17. 

P  X  Though  from  the  extracts  given  by  Mr.  Dow,  the  philbfepber  Goatam  appears  to  have  been  a  very 
Dans  Scotuf  or  Aquinas  in  metaphyiict,  the  Pythagorean  reafon  why  the  Brahmins  abftaiA  from  animal 
'food,  is  a  convincing  proof  of  their  ignorance  in  natural  philofophy.  Some  will  let  vetnin  over-mn  them  ; 
fome  of  the  Banians  cover  their  month  with  a  cloth,  leaft  they  (hould  fuck  in  a  gnat  with  their  breath  (  and 
ibme  carefully  fwcep  the  floor  ere  they  tread  upon  it,  left  they  diflodge  the  foal  of  an  \nit€L  And  yet  they 
do  not  know  that  in  the  water  they  drink,  and  in  every  fallad  they  eat,  they  caufethe  death  ofionumetable 
living  creatures. 

P  p  a  ^  felves 
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The  nuptial  couch :  alas,  too  bleft,  they  know 

Nor  jealouiy's  fufpence,  norhurning  woej 

The  bitter  drops  which  oft  from  dear  affe<ftion  flow. 


I 


Iclves  to  every  fpecies  of  letchery,  fome  of 
them  efteeming  the  moft  unnatural  abo- 
jninations  as  the  privilege  of  their  fane- 
<ity*  The  cow  they  venerate  as  facred.  If 
a  dying  man  can  lay  hold  of  a  cow's  tail  U 
4md  expire  with  it  in  his  hands,  his  foul  is 
lure  to  be  ptiri£ed)  and  perhaps  will  enj<^ 
the  fignsl  nu^ur  to  tranlmigrate  into  the 
body  of  one  of  thofe  animals*  The  tem- 
ples of  India,  which  are  aumeroas,  are  filled 
with  innumerable  idols  of  the  moft  horrid 
figure's.  Brahma,  in  particular,  appears  in 
many  forms  :  in  one  as  a  fat  old  man,  iitting 
^:n>fs-Ie^ged»wifh  four  faces,  and  four  hands. 
A  fpeaes  of  the  antient  manicheeiiin  of 
Perna  is  mixed  with  their  relision^  and 
ike  Deftmreiv  or  the  Frightful  &emon,  is 
WoriKipped  by  the  anthoritv  of  their  facred 
books.  The  firft  thing  they  meet  in  the 
jxiomin^,  be  it  afs,  hog^  or  ddg^  they  wor- 
ship during  the  courfe  of  the  day«  ^Scarcely 
snore  ibipid  were  the  Peluiians:  Crepitus 
vtniris  infiati^  fays  HierJDme,  Pelujiaca  religio 
£fl*  The  Brahmins  are  allowed  to  eat  nothing 
but  what  is  cooked  by  themfelves.  Aftrology 
is  their  principal  lludy ;  yet,  though  they  are 
moftly  a  deQ>icab]£  fet  of  fbrtiue-^llers,  fome 
4>f  them  are  excellent  moialifts,  and  particu- 
larly inculcate  the  comprehenfive  virtue  of 
iiumani^,  which  is  enforced  by  the  opinion, 
that  Divifie  Beings  often  aifume  the  habit  of 
-men^EiiJMftoy  in  order  to  diHineuifh  the  cha- 
ritable mm  the  inhumaA.  The  Malabrians 
have  feveral  traditions  of  the  virtuous  on 
th^fe  happy  trials  being  tranilated  into  hea- 
ven ;  the  beft  defigned  incitement  to  virtue, 
perhaps,  which  then*  religion  contains.  Befides 
.the  Brahmins,  the  principal  ft£l  of  that  vaft 
region  called  India,  there  are  feveral  othera, 
who  are  divided  and  fubdlvided,  according 
to  innumerable  variations  in  every  province. 
In  Cambaya,  the  Banians,  a  fed  who  (Iridly 
abflain  from  all  animal  food,  are  numerous. 
Such  ace  the  general  accounts  of  the  Indian 
^opinions,  which  till  lately  have  been  re- 
'jccived  in  Europe.     Accounts  much  more  to 


the  Tionour  of  the  Indian  philofophy  have 
within  thefe  few  years  been  laid  before  the 
public,  by  fome  gentlemen,  who,  hy  cdn- 
verfing  with  fome  eminent  Brahnritis,  fcarc 
«njoy^  the  beft  opportunxdes  of  inJbrma- 
tipB.  Yet  thefe  gentlemen  do  not  j^rce 
among  themTelves.  'Colond  Dow  coa- 
feifes,  that  he  £nds  Kimfeif  obliged  tA 
differ  from  to.  Holwell  almoft  in  evfeiy 
pardcular  concerning  flffc  religion  of  theHin- 
4oos  *'  The  Bedang  or  Shafter,  the  fac^ 
**  booTc  of  the  Brahmins,  (kys  Dow,  con- 
*^  tains  various  accounts  of  the  mi^M^ 
-*<  one  philofophicaU  the  others  allegorfcaL 
^«  Thefe  lattdr,  (kys  he,  have  afforded  amplfc 
■*<  field  for  the  invention  of  the  Bfahmflto. 
^*  From  the  ttiahy  allegorical  fyfteiirt  df 
-**  creation  contained  in  the  Shaftert,  numy 
■*«  different  acdounte  of  Ihe  cofmogofty  of  thce 
-"  Hindoos  have  been  promtilgated  in  Eu- 
**  rope,  fome  travellers  adopting  one  fVftem^ 
**  fbma  another."  From  mis  confcffion  w6 
are  led  to  infer,  that  the  different  atoclmtk 

S'  *ven  by  oar  modem  travellers,  arife  ifrodi 
eir  having  conveffed  with  different  Brah- 
iains.;  a  circuliifliattce  by  no  means  fe^^r- 
aWe  to  the  opinion  of  the  cOhfiAcncy^oT  tHe 
moral  and  philofdphically  religious  fyitem, 
whicli  we  have  been  told  is  contained  in  die 
facred  books  of  India.  If  we  cannot  be  ib 
warm  in  our  admiration  of  the  relijgions  phi- 
lofophy of  the  Hindoos,  as  fome  late  wrrters 
4iave  oeen,  fome  circu'mllances  of  thatpKHo- 
fbphy,  as  delivered  by  themfelves,  it  is 
liopcdL,  will  exculpate  our  coolnefs. 

The  facred  books  of  the  Hindoos  are 
written  in  a  dead  language,  the  Sanfcrita, 
which  none  but  the  Brahmms  are  allowed  to 
ftudy.  So  ftrifl  in  this  are  they,  fays  Mr^ 
T)ow,  that  only  one  Muffclman  was  ever  in- 
ilruAcd  in  it,  and  his  knowledge  was  ob- 
tained by  fraud.  Mahummud  Akbart,  em- 
peror of  India,  though  bred  aMohammedan* 
ftudied  feveral  rclipioni.  in  the  chriftian 
he  was  inftrufted  dv  a  Portuguefe.  But 
iinding  (hat  of  the  Hindoos  inacccilible,  he 


X  Bohours. 

•  This  Akbar  chofc,  as  his  lafl  and  bcfVreh'gion,to  worfhip  the  Tun.  While  he  performed  hi«  public 
devoirs  to  thai  bci^ht  d€»iy,  he  Itim/elf,  b^bis  oyn  order,  was  .wor(hipj>cd  by  the  crowd  ^eiow.  Sec 
■Gi  McM, 
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But  fliould  my  lips  each  wond'rous  fcene  unfold. 
Which  your  glad  eyes  will  foon  amazed  .behold. 
Oh,  long  before  the  various  tale  could  run. 
Deep  in  the  weft  would  fink  yon  eaftern  full. 


had  recourfe  to  art.  A  boy  of  parts,  named 
Feissi,  was,  as  the  orphan  of  a  Brahmin* 
pot  under  the  care  of  one  of  the  moft  emi- 
nent of  theie  philofopher&t  and  obtained 
,  foil  knowledge  of  their  hidden  religion.  Bat 
the  fraad  being  difoovercd,  he  was  laid  un- 
^ier  the  rellraint  of  an  oath,  and  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  ever  communicated  the  know- 
ledge thus  acquired. 

True  or  fajfe,  this  ftoryi,  »^ich  is  iirmly 
believed  in    Hindoftan,    Sufficiently  fhews 
the  great  care  with  which  they  conceal  their 
tenets,  of  which  even  the  Mohammedans* 
their  makers,  have  little  or  no  knowledge. 
Different  from  every  other  feft,  the  Br&- 
mias  admit  of  no  profelites,  a  ciroumihince 
of  tnnparallelled  policy.    Some  may  vene- 
rate, on' this  account^  the  wifdom  and  fa- 
cfedneffi  of  their  do^ines.    For  our  part 
we  cannot  help  ijeing  led,  by  this  very  cue, 
to  fu(ped  that  there  is  fomething  extremelv 
^bfurd,  frivolous,  and  childifh«  in  what  is 
ihiis  religioudy  enveloped  in  the  veil    of 
'darknefs.      Were  an^logf    allowed    us  in 
proof,   our  fufpicicn  would  amount  to  an 
:aflertion.     The  facred  books,  or  Shatters, 
Are  divided  into  four  Bedas  ;  the  iirft  con- 
tains principally  the  fcience  of  divination* 
the  fecond  treats  of  religions  and  moral  du- 
ties, the  third  the  rites  of  religion,  facrifices, 
penances,   &c.   and  the  fborth,  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Good  Being;    and  contains* 
fays  our  author,  the  whole  fcience  of  theo- 
logy and  metaphyfical  philofophy. 

Thus,  according  to  Mr.  Dow,  fhe  Brah- 
mins avow*  and  their  facred  book  contains* 
that  moft  defpi cable  of  all  pretenfions  to 
learning,  jadicial  aftrology  ;  that  mother  of 
fuperftition  in  every  country,  that  engine  of 
villany,  by  which  the  pricfts  of  India,  and 
the  gypfies  of  England,  impofe  on  the  cre- 
i^ulous  and  ignorant-  Nor  can  we  pais  un- 
obfervcd  the  rejedlion  of  the  fourth  Beda. 
By  its  fubjcdt  it  feems  to  be  the  mofl  valu- 
able of  the  whole,  except  die  iccond.  Yet 
'the  Brahmins,  fays  Mr.  Dow^  have  long 
reiefted  it,  becaufc  the  Mohammedan  reli- 
gion, they  fay,  is  borrowed  ^from  ix,    Osl 


die  fuppofition,  vhich  they  pretend*  that 
their  facred  books  were  dilated  by  divine 
authority^  the  rejection  of  any  part  is  as  un- 
warrantable as  the  reafon  for  reje£ling  the 
fourth  Beda  is  fnbmiflive  and  ridiculous^ 
Another  fhrewd  fufpidon  from  this  alfb 
arifes.  The  Brahmins  rejedt  a  fourth  part  of 
their  facred  canon,  and  they  have  ever  kept 
the  whole  moft  carefully  concealed  from  the 
eyes  of  every  enquirer.  Who,  that  confiders 
thefe  circumftances,  can  lieartily  believe  the 
pretended  antiquity  or  the  unadulterated  text 
of  the  facred  records  of  India  ? 

A  philofopher,  named  Goutam*  who  lived 
about  4000  years  ago,  is  acknowledged  to 
have  written  many  ^  the  treadfes  which  are 
Jheld  facred  by  the  Neadirfen  fed  ;  a  fed, 
whoie  dodrines  are  profefled  by  the,gene- 
«alitv  of  the  Brahmins  of  Bengal,  and  of  the 
northernprovinces.  **  This  philofopher,  fays 
**  Mr.  Dow,  fuppofes  that  the  Deity  never 
^  exerts  the  power  of  a  providence,  but  that 
^'  he  remains  in  eternal  reft,  taking  no  coo- 
**  cem  neither  in  human  af&irs,  nor  in  the 
**  eoorfe  of  the  operations  of  Nature."  This 
may  be  called  philofophy,  but  this  article  in 
the  creed  of  Goutam  is  incon^atible  with 
the  idea  of  religion,  the  philofophical  de- 
£nition  of  which  is  certainly  thus*  A  depen- 
d$nce  en  th4  Creaior^  fimilar  lo  ^ft  of  m. 
Child  on  pis  Father.  V  '"'     ' 

^  The  learned  Brahmins  fays  dSe  Colo- 
^*  nel,  with  one  voice,  deny  the  exiftence 
"  of  inferior  divinities.  Their  pc^ytheifm 
**  is  only  a  fymbolical  worihip  of  the  divine 
^*  attributes,  and  it  is  much  to  be  doubted, 
**  whether  the  want  of  revdation  and  phi- 
•**  lofophy,  thofc  neceffary  purifiers  of^  rc- 
•*  ligion,  ever  involved  any  nation  in  grofs 
**'  idolatry,  as  many  ignorant  zealots  have 
**  pretended."*  ^  .  . .  "  Under  the  name  of 
**  Brimha,  they  woHhipthe  wifdom  and  crc- 
**  ative  power  of  God ;  under  the  appellation 
^*  of  Bifhen,  his  providential  and  preferving 
^*  quality;  and  under  that  of  Shi  bah,  that 
*^  attribute  which  tends  to  deftroy." 

^  Sfaibah*  fays  the  fame-aiithor,  among 
-•*  Manjrxidicr^  is  jcoowa  by  tke  tnames  Si 

•"  Mahciiffur, 
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In  few,  all  wealth  from  China  to  the  Nile, 

All  balfams,  fruit,  and  gold  on  India's  bofom  fmile. 

While  thus  the  Moor  his  faithful  tale  reveal'd. 
Wide  o'er  the  coafl:  the  voice  of  Rumour  fwell'd ; 


*'  MahoilTur,  the  Great  Demon;  Bamdebo-, 
««  the  Frightful  Spirit;  and  Mohilla,  the 
**  DeOroyer/* 

The  fame  authority  alfo  informs  us,  that 
they  ere^i  temples  to  Granefh,  or  Policy, 
whom  they  worfhip  at  the  commencement 
of  any  deftgn,  reprefented  with  the  head  of 
an  elephant  with  only  one  tooth.  That  they 
worlhip  Kartic,  or  Fame ;  Cohere,  orWcalth; 
Soorage,  or  the  fun  ;  Chunder,  or  the  moon ; 
the  deities  of  water,  fire,  &c.  beiidesan  innu- 
merable herd  of  local  divinities  *.  In  ano- 
ther place,  our  author  confeiTes  that  the  vul- 
gar revere  all  the  elements,  and  receive  as 
an  article  of  belief  every  holy  legend. ' 

An  account  of  the  celebrated  fe£t  of  the 
Brahmins,  and  an  enquiry  into  their  philo- 
fophy,  are  undoubt^ly  requifite  in  the 
notes  of  a  Poem  which  celebrates  the  difco-  . 
very  of  the  Eailem  World ;  of  a  poem 
where  their  rites  and  opinions  are  neceila- 
rily  mentioned.  To  fet  the  fubje^l  in  (he 
cleared  and  moil  juft  view,  as  &  as  his 
abilities  will  ferve  him,  is  the  intention  of 
the  tranflator.  The  admirers  of  the  Hindoos 
philofophy  will  therefore  excufe  him,  (hould 
he  venture  to  give  his  opinion  againft  the 
apology  for  the  polytheifm  of  the  Brah- 
minsT  IPo  call  it  only  a  fymboHcal  worfhip 
of  the  Divine  Attributes,  is  only  to  pre- 
fent  to  us  a  fpecious  fhadow>  which  will 


vanifh  on  the  ilighteft  touch  of  examin  ation. 
That  the  polytheifm  of  Egypt,  the 
worfhip'  of  dogs,  crocodiles,  and  onions^ 
was  only  a  fymbolical  worfhip  of  the  divine 
attributes,  has  been  often  laid,  and  witb 
eqaal  jufHce.  For  our  part  we  can  diftin- 
£uifh  no  difference  between  the  worfhip  of 
Janus  with  two  faces,  or  of  Brahma  witk 
four.  The  philofophers  of  Rome  were  as 
able  to  allegorife  as  thofe  of  India.  The 
apology  for  the  idolatry  of  the  Brahmins- 
is  applicable  to  that  of  every  nation,  and«- 
as  an  argument,  falls  nothing  fhort  of  that 
of  a  learned  Arab,  who  about  the  ekvendi 
century  wrote  a  treatife  to  prove  that  them 
never  was  fuch  a  thing  as  idolatry  in  the 
world,  for  that  every  man  intended  to  w(»^ 
fhip  fome  attribute  of  the  divinity,  which 
he  believed  to  refide  in  his  idol. 

Nor  is  a  fentiment  of  Mr.  Dow  inappli* 
cable  to  this :  **  Let  us  reft  aflured,  (ays  he, 
**  that  whatever  the  external  ceremonies  of 
**  religion  may  be,  the  felf  fame  infinite 
*'  Bein^  is  the  objed  of  univerfal  adora- 
**  tion."  Yet  whatever  the  metaphyfidan 
may  think  of  this  in^nious  refinement,  die 
moral  philofbpher  will  be  little  pleafed  widi 
it,  when  he  confiders  that  the  vulgar,  that 
is  ninety-nine  of  every  hundred,  are  utterly 
incapable  of  pradtifing  their  idolatry,  ac-- 
cordmg    to    this  philofophical   definition. 


*  Perimal,  who,  according  to  fome  of  their  holy  legends/was  the  fon  of  a  cow,  was  worfhipped'at  a  god 
in  the  kingdom  of  Narfinga.  Near  the  city  of  Prefeti  was  a  wood  full  of  apes,  efleemed  of  a  divine  ract, 
and  oi  the  houfhold  of  Perimal,  in  whom  fome  thoufands  of  the  gods  had  taken  refuge.  In  the  city  of  CU 
dambaram  was  a  (lately  temple  erected  to  one  of  thefe  apes,  named  Hanimamt.  Being  threatened 
with  fome  danger,  Hanimant  put  himfdf  at  the  head  of  many  thoufand  of  his  brother  gods,  and  led 
them  to  the  fsa  fide  ;  where  finding  no  (hip,  he  took  a  leap  into  the  ocean,  and  an  ifland  imnaediatdjf 
rofe  under  his  feet.  At  every  leap  the  miracle  was  repeated,  and  in  this  manner  he  brought  hit  dhriot 
brotherhood  all  fafe  to  the  ifland  of  Ceylon.  A  tooth  of  Hanimant  was  kept  there  as  a  facred  relick,  and 
many  pilgrimages  were  made  to  vifit  it.  In  1554,  the  Portuguefe  made  a  defcent  on  that  ifland,  and 
among  other  things  feized  the  holy  tooth.  The  Indian  princes  (fays  Linfchoten,  c.  44.)  offered  700,000 
ducats  in  ranfoxn,  but  by  the  perfuafion  of  the  archbifliop,  the  Portuguefe  viceroy  burned  it  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Indian  ambaff^idors.  A  Banian,  however,  had  the  art  to  perfuade  his  countrymen  that  be 
was  invifibly  prefent  when  the  Portuguefe  burnt  the  tooth,  that  he  had  feereted  the  holy  one,  and  pnt 
another  in  its  place,  which  was  the  one  committed  to  the  flames.  His  Aory  was  believed,  (ays  our  an* 
thor,  and  the  king  of  Bifnagar  gave  hime  great  fum  for  a  tooth  which  he  produced  as  the  facred  relick. 
The  ihiking  refemblance  which  this  fable  of  the  apes  bears  to  the  Egyptian  mythology,  which  tells  ut 
that  their  gods  had  Uken  refuge  in  dogs,  crocodiles^  oiitont,  frogs,  and  even  in  $hadsg  is  worth/  of 
oMervation«  -    ^. 

That 
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As  iirft  fbme  upland  vapour  fbems  to  float 
:Small  as  the  fmokc  of  lonely  fliepherd  cot, 
iSooQ  o'er  the  dales  the  rolling  darkncfs  fprcads^ 
And  wraps  in  hazy  clouds  the  mountain  heads. 
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'That  the  learned  Brahmins  with  one  voice 
:^en  there  is  but  one  Supreme  God,  has 
heen  acknowled|;ed  by  aknofl  all  modem 
: travellers.     Xavier  lumfelf  confefles  this, 
and  tells  us  from  the  authority  of  a  Brahmin » 
that  the  ten  commandments  made  a  part  ei 
^eir  hidden  religion.     But  be  their  hidden 
religion  what  it  will,  the  Brahmins,  in  pub- 
lic, worfliip  and  teach  <he  worihij)  of  idols. 
'To  give  an  account  both  of  the  popular  and 
what  is  called  the  phHofophical  religion  of 
'India,  is  the  purpdie  of  this  eflay.     To  ab- 
;ftraft  our  view  therefore  from  the  popular 

faftice  of  the  country,  and  to  indulge  the 
irit  of  encomium  on  die  enlarged  tenets  of 
e  learned  few,  is  not  here  to  be  expefted. 
'To  follow  this  method,  a  traveller  may  teH 
us  there  is  no  popery  at  Rome,  or  that  the 
^tlivine  miflion  ot  Mohammed  is  denied  at 
*Conftantinople,  bccaufe  at  the  one  Jie  con- 
rverfed  with  a  dciftical  Bifhop,  or  at  the  other 
with  a  philofophical  Mufti.  !Howeverpleafed 
^therefore  the  meuphyfician  may  be  with  in- 
genious refinement^-  the  moraliil  will  con- 
nder,    Aat  the  queftion  is  not,   how  the 
;philofopher  may  refine  upon  any    iy^tm^ 
ibut  how  the  people  will,   of  confequence, 
j>ra6life  under  its  influence.    'And  on  this 
view  ilone,  ht  will  pronounce  it   repre- 
henfible  or  commendable.     That  the  re- 
:ligion  of  the  Brahmins  is  highly  rcprehen- 
.jible   every  moralift  muflt  allow,    when 'he 
^confiders,  that  the  mod  unwortlw  ideas  of 
,the  Divinity,  ideas  deftrudlive  of  morality, 
naturally  arifc  from  idol  worfhip  ;  and  the 
-vulgar,  it  is  every  where  confefled,  cannot 
ydvoid  the  abufc.     What  can  he  think  of  the 
piety  of  apoyor  fuperftilious  Indian,  when  he 
!  worlhips  the  G^rcat  Daemon,  the  Deftroyer, 
and  Frightful  Spirit?     Docs  he  love  what 
:he  worlhips  ?  And  can  piety  exift  where  the 


objea  of  adoration  is  hated  I  What  can  ti«e 
moralift  think  of  the  Indian,  who,  upon  re- 
ligious principles,    drowns  himfelf  in  the 
Ganges,  or  throws  himfelf  under  the  wheeb 
of  his  pagodas  chariot,  to  be  cmfhed  to  death 
^y  the  hdly  load?  The  duties  we  owe  to  our 
relatives  in  particular,  .and  to  fociety  in  ge- 
neral, the  Author  of  Nature  has  impofed 
upon  us  hy  an  indifpenfible  canon.     Yet 
thefe  duties  by  the  pious  fuidde  are  refufed 
on  the  prindjrtes  of  the  weakeft  fuperllition« 
Nor  can  the  moralift  view  the  dreadful  anfte- 
rities  to  which  the  Brahmin    philofophers 
fubmit  themfelves  in  any  other  light.  He  who 
lixes  his  eyes  pn  his  nofe  titl^he  can  fee  in 
no  other  direflion ;  he.  who  clenches  hit  fift 
till  the  nails  grow  out  at  the  back  of  his 
^hand;  and  he  who  twifts  his  neck  about» 
-till  his  face  is  fixed  unalterably  backward ; 
(three  modes  .of  penance  mentioned  by  Mr* 
'I)ow)  and  he  who  drowns  himfelf  at  once, 
equally  incapacitate  themfelves'fbr  the  duties 
or  fociety.     Nor  ought  odier  parts  of  the 
brahmin  fuperflition^  in  our  examination  of 
^heir  tenets  and  pra^ifes,  to  be  here  omitted* 
From  the  concurrent  jiccounts  .of  many  tra- 
vellers who  underllood  their  laiiguage,  and 
^converfed  with  the  *  Sn^hmins,  among  many 
other  mofl.abfurd'fites,  we  are  infbrped  that 
they  pay  a  fuperftitious  regard,  and  afcribe 

treat  holinefs  to  the  afhes  of  burned  cow- 
ung ;  that  they  perfqade  d\e  people  th^t 
their  idols  eat  and  drink,  and  for  this  purpofe 
extort  contributions  from  the  muHitnde ;  and 
for  this  purpofe  too,  proftitution  is  enjoyned, 
and  the  price  of  it  received  frojm*  the  hands  of 
poor  women,  ^f  all  this  is  not  grofs  ido- 
latry, nothing  ever  tranfa^bd  on  earth  caxi 
deferve  the  name. 

If  we  may  be  allowed  to  digrefs  a  little 
:from  the.fubjed  of  th^  ^rahmiqs,  the  futi- 


•  AHrahtm  Roger,  in  particoltr.  He  lived  "fifseen  yeart  among  the  Buhxnins,  and^varin  intimate  friend - 
•^ip  with  cne  of  them,  named  Padmanaba,  He  teturned  to  Holland  in  1647,  where  he  publiflied  his 
writings,  which  piove  him  to  have  been  a  learned  man,  and  a  diligent  enquirer.  Of  his  good  fenie  let  one 
'Sentiment  bear  teftimony.  "  Can  we  believe,  fays  he,  that  there  is.  a  geoeroas  fpirit  riding  in  a  people 
'^  who  for  two  or  three  thoufand  years  have  placed  the  greateft  degree  of  fandity  and  pmdeiMe  in  half 
*-^  ftarving  thetn(elvet,  and- in  depriving  themfelvet  of  the  lawful -convenienciea  of  life?  Ye^fach  •ufteritict 
***mM/^i^  tbe^iief  etnploymcuts  of  the  andcoc  JSractmaiut,  ^od  ait  now  of  the  modern  Brapim** 
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The  leaflefs  foreft  and  the  utmoft  lea; 
And  wide  its  black  wings  hover  o'er  the  fea  : 
The  tear-dropt  bough  hangs  weeping  in  the  vale. 
And  diftant  navies  rear  the  mift-wet  fail. 


lity  of  our  refined  apology  for  idolatry  will 
ftill  appear  in  a  flronger  light.    What  will 
tbe  definition  avail  in  the  ballance  of  mora- 
lity, when  all  the  inhuman^  impure,  and 
immoral  rites  of  idolatry  are  laid  in  the  other 
fcale  ?  Paleiline,  Tyre,  and  Garths^  made 
their  children  **  pafs  through  the  £e  unto 
**  Moloch ;"    and   human   facrifices   have 
prevailed  at  one  time  or  other  in  every  land. 
No  philofophers  ever  entertained  fublimer 
ideas  of  the  Divinity,   and  of  the  human 
foul,  than  the  antient  Druids.     Yet  what 
fhall  we  think  of  the  IVicker  Man  !  A  gi- 
gantic figure !  the  body,  each  leg  and  arm 
was  a  mail,  to  which  an  hundred  or  more 
htmian  vidin^  were  bound  with  wicker. 
When  there  was  a  deficiency  of  malefa£lors 
or  pri(bners  of  war,  the  innocent  helplefs 
were  feized,  that  the  horrid  facrificc  might 
be  complete.  When  all  the  rites  were  perform- 
ed, the  fublime  Druids  gave  the  hecatomb  to 
the  flames,  as  an  offering  grateful  to  their 
gods,  as  the  afTurance  of  protedtion*.     In 
the  moil  polifhed  ages  of  antient  Greece 
and  Rome,  the  rites  of  religion  were  often 
highly  immoral,  bafely  impure.    To  men- 
tion any  particular  would  be  an  infult  to  the 
fcholar.     Impurities  which  make  the  blood 
recoil,  which,  like  Swift,  make  one  deteil 
the  lah^  fpedes,  are  a  part  of  the  religious 
externals  Of  many  barbarous  tribes.     A  cita- 
tion from  Baumgarten's  travels,  as  quoted 
by  Mr.  Locke,    here  offers  itfelf.     *•  In- 
'*  fuper  fandum  ilium,  quern  eo   loco  [/Vr 
**  ^^//]  vidimus,  publicitus  apprime  com- 
'*  mcndari,   eum  eife   hominem    fandum, 
"  divinum    a  integritate   praecipuum;    eo 
''   quod,    nee    foeminarum    unquam   effet, 
''  nee  puerorum,    fed   tantummodo   afela- 
**  rum   cuncubitor  atque  mularum."   De- 
cency will  allow  no  tranflation  of  this.     In 
a  word,  where  idolatr)'  is  praftifed,  whether 
in  the  churches  of  Rome,  or  in  the  temples  of 
Brahma,   the  confequences  are  felt,  and  a 
remedy  is  wanted  :  the  vulgar  are  grofs  ido- 


lators ;  the  wifer  part  fee  the  cheat,  tad 
become  almoft  indifHsrent  to  every  tie  of  re- 
ligion. 

To  all  this  let  it  be  added,  that  as  Mr. 
Holwell's  and  Mr.  Dow's  Brahmins  did  not 
give  the  fame  accounts  of  their  hidden  reli- 
gion to  thefe  gentlemen  ;  ib  it  is  an  obfer- 
vation  foundeaon  experience,  that  the  xea- 
lot  of  any  fed,  in  giving  an  account  of  his 
religion  to  one  who  knows  nothing  ^bout  it, 
will  give  every  circumflance  the  oeft  dofSf 
and  ftrain  every  feature,  as  much  as  pomble, 
to  a  conformity  to  the  ideas  of  his  intdligent 
friend.    In  this  manner  Jofephus,  a  man  of 
great  abilities,  wrote  hb  hiflory  of  die  Jews. 
He  has  altered,   fuppreffed,  glofled,   and 
falfified,  on  purpofe  to  adopt  the  manners 
and  opinions  of  his  countrymen,  as  much  as 
pofTible,  to  the  tafte  of  the  Greek  and  Ro- 
man philofophers.     In   the   fame  manner, 
we  believe,  it  may  be  afferted,  that  every 
jefuit  behaves,  when  he  defends  popery  in 
converfation   with  an  intelligent  oiiSenter 
from  the  church  of  Rome,  who  has  the  art 
to  appear  ienorant  of  the  dodrines  of  the 
papacy,  and  of  the  writers  of  that  commu- 
nion.    One  may  often  meet  with  a  fenfiUe 
papid,  who  either  from  ignorance  of  the 
hiilory  of  his  own  religion,  or  from  prejudice 
in  its  favour,  will  very  confidently  deny  the 
horrid  cruelties,  fuperHitions,  and  -villanoos 
arts  of  Holy  Church  ;  thofe  intri^es  and 
tranfadtions  which  form  the  principal  part 
of  the  hiilory  of  Europe  during  fix  or  feven 
monkifh  centuries.      Yet  what   wife  man 
will  upon  fuch  evidence  rejed  the  teftiuyniy 
of  ages.  The  allufion  is  apt,  and  the  in&re^Qe 
is  the  fame.  Every  one,  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  hiflory  of  the  human  mind,  knows  what 
an  alteration  in  the  manners  of  that  moft 
bigotted  people  the  Jews,  was  introduced  by 
the  Babylonian  captivity.     Before  that  pe- 
riod amazingly  dull  and  flupid,  after  their 
return  from  AflVria  they  began  to  philo- 
fophize.     The  fuperflition  and  idolatry  of 


*  To  have  reprefented  the  Devil  en  a  oeishbouring  mountain,  delighted  with  the  yells  and  Aeam  of 
this  facrifice,  would  have  been  an  incident  worthy  of  the  Paradife  Loft,  and  might  have  come  inexotl- 
knt  place,  had  the  great  author  continued  the  vifions  of  the  eleventh,  io  place  of  the  far  inferior  narrative 
of  the  twelfth  book. 

the 
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So  Fame  increafing,  loud  and  louder  grew, 

And  to  the  fylvan  camp  refounding  flew  i 
A  lordly  band,  fhe  cries,  of  warlike  mien,. 
Of  face  and  garb  in  India  ne^r  feeh^ 

tke  modem  Brahmins  hare  certainly,   in  Indians,    it  fairly  accounted  for  by  Mr» 

die  fame  manner,  received  great  improve-  Dow;  by  whom  alfo,  as  juft  cited,  every 

ment  of  features  horn  the  converfation  of  charge  of  fuperftition  it  virtually  confirmed 
Europeans,  whofe  example,  however  other-  Two  cardinal  points  of  the  philofophy  of 

wife  vicious,  could  not  fail  to  convince  them  the  Brahmins  remain  to  be  mentioned.  They 

of  the  abfturdity  of  fuch  mental  wpaknefs.  hold  that  diflblutions  of  the  univerfe,  and 

The  horrible  cullom  of  burning  the  wives  new  creations,  at  certain  periods,  fhall  file- 

with  the  corpfeof  the  deceafed  bufband,  is  ceed  one  another  to  all  eternity ^     Of  the 

now,    favs   Mr.  Dow,    in   difufe.    From  human  foul  they  fay,  that  after  various  tranf- 

whence  me  Uti  alteration  ?  Not  furoly  fh>m  mimtions  and  purifications,  it  fhall  be  ats 

any  text  of  their  hiMn  facred  canon,  which  (brbed  in  the  Deity  and  confdoufncfs  loft  in 

they  pretend  to  have  enjoyed  fo  many  thou-  blifs.     By  this  unintelligible  fublimity,  we 

fand  years  \  are  put  in  mind  of  ibme  of  the  reveries  of  a 

By  the  light  of  ail  thefe  confiderations  k  Shaiiefbary  or  a  Malebranche ;  but  wild  ima- 

will  appear,  that  the  accounts  of  the  fu-  ginations  are  the  growth  of  every  country, 
perdition   and  idolaliy    of  the  Brahmim,  Nor  muft  the  reugious  fe£i  of  the  Fakier 

which,   till  lately  were  received,  were  by  be  omitted.   Thefe,  according  to  Mr.  Dow, 

tio  means  without   foundation.    And  in^  are  a  fet  of  fhirdy  beggars,  who  admit  any 

deed  it  were  an  unparallelled  drcumflance,  ruffian  of  good  parts,  to  join  them  ;  and^ 

were  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  the  moft  under  pretence  of^religious  pilgrimages,  ram** 

authentic  writers  and  intelligent  travellers  ble  about  in  armies  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 

of  the  16th  and  17th  centunes,  to  deferve  men.    The  country  people  fly  before  themf 

no  credit.    The  dif!erence  of  die  religious  leaving  their  goods  and  their  wives,  (who 

legends,  by  thefe  writers  afcribed  to  the  efteem  it  a  holinefs  to  be  embraced  by  a 

*  Nay,  a  text  of  the  facred  Shafter  ptainly  encourages  the  horrid  praAice.  **  The  woman  who  diet 
*'  with  her  hufband,  (haU  enjoy  life  eternal  w^ith  him  m  heaven."  Feeble  minds,  fays  Mr.  Dow,  mif- 
interpreted  this  into  a  precept.  To  thoie  however  who  are  uaikilled  in  cafuiflry,  no  admonition  can 
he  more  obvious. 

I  According  to  Joannes  Oranus,  the  Brahmins  of  Agra  fay,  that  the  world  (hall  la  ft*  fovr  ages  or 
worlds,  three  whereof  are  pad.  The  firft  continued  one  miliibn  fifven  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
4|ioufand  years.  Men  in  that  world  lived  ten  thoufand  years,  were  of'  enormous  Aatore,  and  of  great 
integrity.  Thnce  in  that  period  did  God  vilibly  appear  upon  the  earth.  Firft  in  the  form  of  a  fiOi,  that 
he  might  recover  the  book  of  Brahma  (for  ahmfi  tbt  fimt  legend^  jet  Dr»)  which  ont  CsufiuM-  had  thrown 
into  the  fta.  The  fecond  time  in  the  form  of  a  fnail,  (Su  Dcm'i.aumiu  ^  the  £fmMical  rfprtfmtstimi  tf 
Brahma)  that  he  might  make  the  earth  dry  and  folid.  The  otKcr  time  like  a  hog,  to  deftroy  one  who 
called  himfelf  God,  or  as  others  fay,  to  recover  the  earth  from  the  fea,  vi^hich  had  fwallowed  ir.  The 
iecond  world  laded  one  million  ninety<-two  thoufand  and  fix  years,  in  which  period  men  were  as  tall  as 
before,  but  only  lived  a  thotifand  yean.  In  this,  God  appeared  four  timet,  once  as  a  monftrous  lion, 
with  the  lower  parts  of  a  vtroman,  to  repreft  the  wickednefs  of  a  pretender  to  deity.  Secondly,  like  a 
poor  Brahmin,  to  punifli  the  Impiety  of  a  king  who  had  invented  a  method  to  fly  to  heaven.  Thirdly, 
tie  came  in  the  likenefs  of  a  roan  csJlod  farcMram,  to  revenge  the  death  of  a  poor  religious  man.  And 
laftly  in  the  likenefs  of  one  Ram,  who  ilcw  P»e£ram.  The  third  continued  eight  hundred  and  four 
t|K>u(and  years,  in  which  time  God  appeared  twice.  The  fourth  world  ihall  endure  four  hundred  Clioufand 
years,  whereof  only  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-two  are  dapfed.  In  this  period  God  is  to 
appear  once,  and  fo'me  hold  that  he  has  already  appeared  in  the  perfon  of  the  emperor  Eehehsr,  the 
fame  Mahummud  Akbar  already  mentioned.  The  wifer  part  of  the  Brahmins,  fays  Oranus,  decry  the 
abfurdity  of  thefe  fables,  yet  fbpport  them  before  the  multitude,  left  their  influence,  their  wealth  and 
fuperdition,  ihould  vanifli  together.  That  thefe  fables  are  very  antient,  we  have  the  authority  of  Strabo, 
who  tells  us  that  Calanus  told  Oneficritus  of  a  golden  world,  where  the  fountains  ftreamed  with  milk, 
honey,  wine,  and  oil,  and  where  the  wheat  was  as  plentiful  as  duft ;  that  God  had  in  ponifliment  of 
human  wickednefs  altered  it,  and  ;mpofed  a  life  of  labour  on  men,  Oneficritus  was  willing  to  hear 
farther,  but  one  of  the  Brahmin  penances  being  cnjoyned  as  the  condition,  the  Greek  phiIof>>pher  was 
•ontented  with  what  he  had  heard. 

Q^q  Fakier; 
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Of  tongue  unknown,  through  gulphs  undated  beforet 
Unknown  their  aim,  have  reach'd  the  Indian  fhorc 
To  hail  their  Chief  the  Indian  Lord  prepares^ 
And  to  the  fleet  he  fends  his  bannered  Nayrcs  z 
As  to  the  bay  the  nobles  prefs  alo^^ 
The  wondering  city  pours  th*unnumber*d  throng- 
Aud  now  brave  Gama  and  his  fplcndid  train, 
Himfelf  adorn*d  in  all  the  pride  of  Spain, 
In  gilded  barges  flowly  bcod  to  (hore. 
While  to  the  lute  the  gently-falling  oar 
Now  breaks  the  liirges  of  the  briny  tide. 
And  now  the  ftrokes  the  cold  frefli  flream  divide* 
pkafed  with  the  fplendour  of  the  Lufian  band. 
On  every  bank  the  crowded  thoufands  (land. 
Begirt  with  high-plumed  nobles,  by  the  flood 
The  firfl:  great  Miniftcr  of  India  fl:ood. 


Fakier)  to  the  mercy  and  lull  of  tkei«  vtllains. 
The  prayers  of  a  Fakier  are  highly  efteemed, 
and  often  implored,  in  cafes  of  flerility^ 
The  wife  and  the  Fakier  retire  toother  to 
prayer,  a  fienal  is  left  that  the  Fakier  is 
with  the  lady,  and  a  found  drubbing  is  the 
reward  fhould  the  huiband  dare  to  interrupt 
their  devotions. 

We.  cannot  finifli  this  note,  long  aa  it 
is,  without  obferving  the  vaJd  iimilarity 
which  obtains  among  all  barbarous  na- 
tions. When  the  Portuguefe  admiral,  Pe- 
dro de  Cahral,  difcovered  the  Brazils,  he 
found  a  fedl  of  religionilU  called  Pages, 
who  were  vqnerated  in  the  fame  man- 
gier as  the  Fakicrs  of  India*  '^  Hi  quo- 
€umque  'veniuntj  fays  Oforiua,  fummo  omnium 
plaufu  recipiuntuKf  Sec,  Wherever  thefe 
come,  they  are  received  with  the  loudeH 
acclamations,  the  ways  are  crowded,  verfes 
iiing  to  the  mufic  of  the  country,  and  dances 


are  performed  before  £hem.  The  mOftlMM* 
tifiil  women,  whether  virgins  or  wives,  ace 
fubmitted  to  their  embracos.  Opimumimr 
inim  miferi,  fi  ilhs  placatQs  bahuerint^  9mnim 
fihi  feliciter  fventwra  ;  for  thefe  wretched 
"igaorants  believe,  that  if  they  can  pleafe 
thefe  men,  every  thing  will  happen  well  t* 
them." 

To  conclude  :  The  writers  who  bsve 
treated  of  the  miffion  of  Xavier,  relate,  diat 
there  is  extant  in  India  the  writings  of  % 
Malabar  poet,  who  wrote  nine  hundred  e^ 
grams,  each  confiiling  of  eight  v^fes,  i» 
ridicule  of  the  worfhip  of  die  Brahndns» 
whom  he  treats  with  great  afpcrity  and  con- 
tempt. Would  any  of  our  difegent  enquirers 
.after  oriental  learning  favour  the  Public  with 
an  authentic  account  of  the  works  of  diii 
poet  of  Malabar,  he  would  undoubtedly 
confer  a  lingular  favour  on  the  j:epublic  xiT 
Jettexs*  . 

The 
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The  Catual  his  name  ist%n^i*6  (dtigue  :.         •  ; 

To  Gam  A  fwift  the  lordly  Regent  fprung  ; 

His  open  arms  the  valiant  Chief  enfold,.   •  . 

And  now  he  lands  him  on  the  ihore  of  gold : 

With  pomp  unwonted  India's  nobles  greet 

The  fearlefs  heroes  of  the  warlike  £[eet. 

A  couch  on  (houlders  borne,  in  India's  rnode^ 

With  gold  the  canopy  and  purple  glow'd, 

Receives  the  Lufian  captain ;  equal  rides 

The  lordly  Catual,  and  onward  guides^ 

While  Gama's  train,  and  thoufands  of  the  thrdng 

Of  India's  fons,  encircling  pour  along. 

To  hold  difcourfe  in  various  tongues  they  try  j 

In  vain ;  the  accents  unremember^d  di6 

Inftant  as  utter'd.      Thus  on  Babel's  pkin 

Each  builder  heard  his  mate,  and  heard  in  vain« 

Gama  the  while,  and  India's  fecond  Lord, 

Hold  glad  dialogues,  as  the  various  word 

The  faithful  Moor  unfolds.     The  city  gate 

They  paft,  and  onward,  towered  in  fumptuous  ftatc. 

Before  them  now  the  facred  temple  rofe ; 

The  portals  wide  the  fculptured  fhrines  difclofe* 

The  Chiefs  advance,  and,  entered  now,  behold 

The  gods  of  wood,  cold  ftone,  and  fhining  gold^ 

Various  of  figure,  and  of  various  face. 

As  the  foul  Deqaon  wiird  the  likenefs  bafe,  , 

XXjl  2  MiPaught 
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T'aught  to  bihdld  the  rays  of -godhead  ftine 
Fair  imaged  in  the  Jiuman  face  ^vin^ 
With  facred  horror  thriir^f  the  Lulians  vlowefl 
'The -monfter  forms,  Chiniera-likc,  and  *  rude. 
Mere  ipreading  horns  an  iiuinan  vifage  bore ; 
SSo  fjPOwriXd  flern  Jove  in  I-iybia'^s  fane  of  yore. 
One  body  here  two  various  faces  rear'di 
^So  ancient  Janus  o'er  his  fhrine  appeaf  d. 
An  hundred  arms  another  brandifh'd-widcj 
:So  Titan'fi  fon  the  race  of  heaven  *  defy'd. 
iAndherea  dcg^his  fiiarling  tuiksdifplay'di 
Anuhis  .thus  in  Memphis*  hallowed,  fhade  -  ' 

^rinn'd  horrible*     With  vik  proftrations  law 
iBefore  ihefe  fhrines  the  43linded  Indians  ^bow^ 
And  now  again  the  fplendid  pomp  .proceeds^ 
To  India's  Lord  ^the  -haugjhty  Regent  leads. 

*  The  -monfler  forms^   Chimera-like^  and  wliich  the  Catual  led  him,  waa  a  ChrStim 

rtide.     Chimera,  a  monftcr  flain  by  Bdlero-  church.    At  their  entrance  they  were  met^ 

fphon.  .four  pricfb,  who  Teemed  to  make  csofles  on 

Firft,  dire  Chimera's  conqueft  wat  enjoyn'd^  iheir  <fbrehead€.    The  walk  were  pauited 

A  mingled  monfter  of  no  mortal  kind  j  j^^th  many  images.     In  the  middle  was  a 

^Behind  a  drtgon-f  iieiy  taU  waa  fprta^f,  ,^^^1^  ^und  chapel,  mthe  waU  of  which, 

A  goat  s  rough  body  boie  a  lion  s  head :  _        r^      ^      ^^^        \  n.     j  .  "^  •» 

Her  pitchy  noOrils  flaky  flamei  expire.  -oppofite    o  the  entrance,  flood  an  image 

;«cr  gaping  throat  cmUs  inferaal  Arc.  vjvhich  could  hardly  bcdifcovfrcd.;  EneUimm 

P9pe*aJl.yi.         locus  ita  ah  omnijhlis  ratlin  feclu/us^  ui  <vix 

^^  So  7itah^s  y0««— ^Briareus.  *^U^uismali^^t4ucisfyltHdorin,€Mmf€n9trmrttm 

^  Before  the/e  Jhrines  the  hlinded  Inidiams  'The four  priefts  ^cendiiig,  fome entered  the 

.'ionv.-^ln  this  iriftance,  (CamoeBS  has  with  ^.chapel  by  a  little  bzafs  tiooc,  ^md  pointing 

'great  art  deviated  .from  the  truth  ofhiftory.  ^to  die  benighted  image,  cried  aloud,  Mary^ 
As  it  was  the  great  purpoTe.  of  Ms  hero  to      Mary,    The*  Catual  andhismttendants  prdT-* 

1  propagate  the  law  of  heaven- in-the£aft,  it  rtnted  thenifelves  on  fhe  grounds  wi&ile  the 

^wouldhave  been  highly  abfurd^ihaveT^pre-  tLuiians  t>n  their  bended  knees  adored  the 

fiented  Gama  and  his  attendants  ju^oh' their  'blcfled  virgin.   Fir^nemftu  Dei -matrem  mort 

1  knees .  in  a  Eagan  temple,    iThis,' however,  .Jiojlris  ufitato  venerantur.^*    Thus  Oforius« 

«\vas  the  cafe.    **  Gama,  who  had:beeirtc^d,  -^AnoyierMrriter fays, 'that  ^  PortugulTe  hay*-- 

tiays  Oforiu^r  that  there  were  many  ^hriitiaiis  .'ingiibme>  doubt  exclaimed.  If  this  be  die 

iia'Xndnb  €lnjedured.that  the  4emple,  to  ?JDevil'sim3ge,'IJiaH0everwotfhipGod. 
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To  view  the  glorious  Leader  of  the  fket 
Increafing  thoufands  fwcllo'ier  every  ftreet ; 
High  o jer  die  roofs  the  ftruggling  youths  afcendi^ 
The  hoary  fathers  o'er  thepoctals  bend. 
The  windows  iparkle  with  ihe  iemaie  blaze 
^0£  eye^  of  rubies^  and  the  diamond'^  rays. 
And  now  the  train  with  folema  :ftate  and  flow« 
Approach  the  ^royal  gate;,  through  «iany  a  row 
Of  fragrant  wood  walks,  and  of  balmj  bowers;, 
Hadiant  with  fruitage,  revor  gay  with  flowers* 
Spacious  the  denveits  j)iUar'd^aBdeur  ipread^ 
Nor  to  .the  burmng  day  High  towered  thejieadj 
The  citron  proves  around  the  windows  glow'd^ 
And  branching  palms  their  fateful  ihade  l)e{tow'd^ 
The  mellow  light  a  j)leafiBg  radianoexraft  5 
The  marble  walk  Dasdalianfculpture  graced. 
Here  India's  fate,  from  darkeft^imcs  of  *  old. 
The  wondrous  a^tift  on  the  ftone  inroird:^ 


aoj 


*  Hire  'Imi/a'j  fafe'-The  dcfcription  of 
cthe  palace  of  «he  Zamorim,  Atuated  among 
.aromatic  groves^  is  according  to  hiftory  ; 
'the  embelli(hment  of  the  walls  is  in  imita- 
tion of  Virgil's  defcription-  cff  the  pakce  X)£ 
king^Latinua: 


7e3um  aunfiuMf 


;,  untumfMwit  cphmniu 


The  pt)aeeb«IU4)y  Pi«M,-Ta(l  «ii4  prou4» 

Sopportt^  by  a  lniiidr«d.^il]»rs  Aood 

And  round  encompaisM .with  a  rifing  wood. 
'  The  pile  o<erlook*^  the  town,  sod  -drew  the  iight, 
*€urprUed  -at  once  with  reverence  and  delight.  •  •  .'^ 

AhoTe  the  portal,  «anred  in  cedar  wood, 
adiced  in  their  canKi  their  jodlitse^aodfira  flood. 


Old  Saturn,  with  his  crocHced  fcythe  on  highj 
And  Ita^ttf,  that  led  the  colony: 
And  ancient  Janut  with  his  double  face. 
And  bunch  of  keyt,  the  porter  4>f  the  place. 
There  Aood  Sibiout». planter  of  the  Yinei, 
On  a4hort  pruning  hook^ut  head  reolinaa) 
•And  Audioufly  furreyt  hit  9tBcrottt<winei, 
'.Tiien  warlike  kingi  who  for  their,  country  fougK^ 
.And  honourable  woondi  frQmJ>attJe  brought* 
Arouml  the  poAs  hung  helmeta,  darts,  and  fpean  } 
And  captiTe  chariots,  axei,  Aiields,  and  bars  ; 
And  broken  beaks  ^-(hipe,  the-trophiet  •f4heir 

wart. 

Above  the  laA,  at  thief  of  all*  the  band  ^ 

Wat  Picut  placed,  a  buckler  in  hit  ^and,)  ^ 

Hit  other  waved  a  long  divining. wand.  « 

*  Oirt  ia .  iut  Cabin  gown  the  hero  ft  te— - 

3Hcrr 


■'11  .^^l,-!  Ai. 
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Here  o'er  the  meadowj,  by  Hyckfpea*  ^ktttn,       .  :       .       .  . 

In  fair  array  the  mar&aird  legions  fcem :  '•   . 

A  youth  of  glefcful  eye  the  fquatirons  led, 

Smooth  was  his  check,-  and  glow'd:  with  porfcft  ried;  .•    '^    '  ^ 

Around  his  fpcar  the  tiniing  vine-leaves  waved  i  '     '  ' 

And  by  a  ftreamlct  of  the  river  laved,  .    "' 

Behind  her  founder  N'yfa'd  walla  were  reared  * ; 

So  breathing  life  the  niddy  god  appear'd^    .  ;  / 

Had  '  Semcle  beheld  the  fmiling  boy. 

The  mother's  heart  had  proudly,  heav'd  with  joy. 

Unnumber'd  here  were  feen  th'Affyifian  throng, 

That  drank  whole  rivers- at^  they  mfarcK'd  along : 

Each  eye  feem'd  earned  on  their  warrior  queen. 

High  was  her  port,  and  furious  was  her  mien  $ 

Her  valour  only  equalfd  by  her  luft ; 

Faft  by  her  fide  her  crturfcr  paw'd  the  duft. 

Her  fon's  *  vile  rival  ^<ccking  to  the  plain 

Fell  the  hot  fweat-drops  as  he  champt  the  rein. 

And  here  difplay'd,  moft  glorious  to  behold. 

The  Grecian  banners  opening  many  a  fold 

«  Behi/u/  ber  foumUr  Nj/a^s  waUs  nvin  '  Hit  fon^s  wli  ri'vtf/-— Th«  infimMft* 

r$a^d*  ■ paffion  of  Scmiramii  for  a  horfe,  has  all  thr 

'  tft,  difidncef^  air  of  a  fable  invented  by  the  Greeks  to  iipiify 

Tbe^  Ganges  laifid  the  nvlde-exiended  nvar-^  the  extreme  Ubidiny  or  that  queen.     Her  ia- 

Tliif  is  in  t)ie  prfpeftive  manner  of  the  ceftoous  paiTion  forherfon  ?<^nias,  however, 

beautiful  defcriptions  of  the  figures  on  the  is  confirmed  by  the  teitimony  of  the  beft  ai»t 

(lield  of  Achilles.     \h.  xvin.  thors.    Shocked  at  foch  an  horrid  amowv 

'  Had  Semele  beheld  the  fmiling  hey-"'^  Nynias  ordered  her  to  bc  put  tD  death.  Caf^ 

The  Theban  Bacchus,  to  whom  the  Greek  tera* 
fabuUib  afcribed  the  Indian  expedition  of 
Sefoftris  or  Ofiris  king  of  Egypt. 

Seem'd 
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jSeem'd  trembliog  jon  ihe  gale ;  at  diftance  far 

The  Ganges  laved  the  wide-e;Kteaded  war. 

Here  the  hlue  marble  gives  thciielmets'  gleara^  ^: 

Here  from  the  cuiras  fhoots  the  golden  beamu    . 

A  proud-eyM  youths  with\  palms  unoumber'd  gty* 

Of  the  bold  veterans  led  the  brown  array; 

Scornful  of  mortal  birth  enihrin'd  he  xode;^ 

Caird  JfXfc  his  father  \  and  aJSunoied  the  god» 

While  dauntleis  Gama  and  his  train  furvey4 
The  fculptured  wallsj  the  lofty  Regent  (aid  j 
For  nobler  wars  than  thefe  you  wondering  fee    . 
That  an^lefpace  th*  eternal  fates  decrees 
Sacred  jto  thefe  th'  unpidured  wall  remains^ 
Unconfcious  yet  of  vanquifh'd  India's  chains, 
Affurcd  wc  know  the  awful  day  fhall  comje;^ 
Big  with  tremendous  fate^  and  India's  doom* 
The  fons  of  Brahma,  by  the  god  their  fire 
Taught  t^  illume  the  dread  divininj^  Bxe^ 
From  the  drear  manfions  of  the  dark  abodes 
Awake  the  dead,  or  .call  th'  infernal  gods  j 
Then  round  the  flame,  whije  glimmering ghaiUytilue^  ' 
Behold  the  future  fcene  arife  tx}  yiew^ 
The  fons  of  Brahma  in  ihe  ma^ic  hour 
Beheld  the  foreign  foe  tremendous  lour ; 

^  Calfd  y<f^e  ^is /nfher^'-^Ththon  moft  ***  Thb  hot-headed  yottth,  forfoodu  amiiot 
.<of  Olympias  oa  this  pretenfion  ofherfon  i**  bcf  ati^  miiefsheembcoil.^inc'iEJ^uarnl 
JUexander^  was  adffiittd  bf  due  vicleots*     -^  ,witii  j«iK>»''  vQ^mx*  iCvar^ 

XJnknowa 
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Unknown  their  tongue,  their  face,  and  ftrarige  attire^ 
And  their  bold  eye-balls  burn'd  with  warlike  ire : 
They  faw  the  chief  o'er  proftrale  India  rear  ♦ 

The  glittering  terrors  of  his  awful  fpear* 
But  fwift  behind  thefe  wintery  days  of  wofe 
A  fpring  of  joy  arofe  in  livelieft  glow;  ' 

Such  gentle  manners  leagued  with  wifdom  reign'd 
In  the  dread  vidtors,.  and  their  rage  reftrain'd. 
Beneath  their  fway  majeftic,  wife,  and  mild. 
Proud  of  her  victors*  laws  thrice  happier  India  fmiled*^ 
So  to  the  prophets  of  the  Magi  train 
The  vifions  rofe^  that  never  rofe  in  vain^. 

The  Regent  ceafed  ;  and  now  with  folemn  pace 
The  Chiefs  approach  the  regal  hall  of  grace. 
The  tapftried  walls  with  gold  were  pidured  ^  o'evy 
And  flowery  velvet  fpread  the  marble  floor. 
In  all  the  grandeur  of  the  Indian  ftate 
High  on  a  blazing  couch  the  Monarch  fatCy 
With  ftarry  gems  the  purple  curtains  fhincd. 
And  ruby  flowers  and  golden  foliage  twined 
Around  the  filver  pillars :  High  o'er  head 
The  golden  canopy  its  radiance  flied  r 
Of  cloth  of  gold  the  fovereign's  mantle  (hone. 
And  his  high  turban  flamed  with  precious  (lone. 

*  7l#  tMfftritk  nualls  nvitb  g$U'  nufHrt  fiBurul  o^ir% 
AndfivwiTj  vilva  /friadthe  marileJi9or.  According  to  OforinK 

Subume 


Book  VH.  THE        L    U    S   I    A  D.  307 

Sublime  and  awful  was  his  faplent  mien. 
Lordly  his  pofture,  and  his  brow  ferene. 
An  hoary  fire  fubmifs  on  bended  knee, 
(Low  bow*d  his  head,)  in  India's  luxury, 
A  leaf  ^  all  fragrance  to  the  glowing  tafte. 
Before  the  king  each  little  while  replaced. 
The  patriarch  Brahmin,  foft  and  flow  he  rofc, 
Advancing  now  to  lordly  Gam  a  bows. 
And  leads  him  to  the  throne;  in  filent  ftate 
The  Monarch's  nod  afligns  the  Captain's  feat ; 
The  Lufian  train  in  humbler  diilance  ftand  : 
Silent  the  Monarch  eyes  the  foreign  band 
With  awful  mien ;  when  valiant  Gam  a  broke 
The  folemn  paufe,  and  thus  majeftic  fpoke ; 

From  where  the  crimfon  fun  of  evening  laves 
His  blazing  chariot  in  the  weftern  waves, 
I  come,  the  herald  of  a  mighty  King, 
And  holy  vows  of  lafting  friendfhip  bring 
To  thee,  O  Monarch,  for  refounding  Fame 
Far  to  the  wefl  has  borne  thy  princely  name. 
All  India's  fovereign  thou !  Nor  deem  I  fue. 
Great  as  thou  art,  the  humble  fuppliant's  due. 
Whate'er  from  weftern  Tagus  to  the  Nile, 
Infpires  the  monarch's  wiih^  the  merchants'  toil, 

I  Ji  leaf. The  BctcL 

R  r  Front 


310  THE        L    U    S    I    A    D-  BookVU. 

What  laws,  what  holy  rites,  what  monarch  fway*d 
The  warlike  race  ?     When  thus  the  juft  Mozaide  ; 

The  land  from  whence  thefe  warriors  well  I  know, 
(To  neighbouring  earth  my  haplefs  birth  I  owe) 
Illuftrious  Spain,  along  whofe  weftern  fhores 
Grey-dappled  eve  the  dying  twilight  pours,— 
A  wondrous  prophet  gave  their  holy  lore. 
The  godlike  Seer  a  virgin-mother  bore, 
Th'  Eternal  Spirit  on  the  human  race. 
So  be  they  taught,  beftow'd  fuch  awful  grace. 
In  war  unmatched  they  rear  the  trophied  creft : 
What  "*  terrors  oft  have  thrill'd  my  infant  breaft. 
When  their  brave  deeds  my  wondering  fathers  told ; 
How  from  the  lawns,  where,    chryftalline  and  cold. 
The  Guadiana  rowls  his  murmuring  tide. 
And  thofe  where  purple  by  the  Tago's  fide. 
The  lengthening  vineyards  gliften  o'er  the  field. 
Their  warlike  fires  my  routed  fires  expell'd : 
Nor  paufed  their  rage  ;  the  furious  feas  they  braved. 
Nor  loftieft  walls,  nor  caftled  mountains  faved  ; 
Round  Afric's  thoufand  bays  their  navies  rode. 
And  their  proud  armies  o*er  our  armies  trod. 

™  What  terrors  oft  have  thriWdmy  infant  Heaven  fent  you  hereforfmt  great  work  dhnae, 

ireaJi--The   enthufiafm   with  which    Mon-  ^nd  heaven  mff  ires  my  l,rcajl  your  Jacndtoilt  to Jt'm. 

zaida,  a  Moor,  talks  of  the  Portuguefe,  And  that  this  Moor  did  conceive  a  great  afiec- 

may   perhaps   to   fome    appear  unnatural.  tion  to  Gama,  whofe  religion  he  embraced, 

Camoens   fecms   to   be  aware   of  this   by  and  to  whom  he  proved  of  the  utmoftfcr- 

fiving  a  reafon  for  that  enthufiafm  in  the  vice,  is  according  to  the  truth  of  hiilory. 
rft  Ipeecb  of>Iozaida  to  Gama; 

Nor 
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Nor  lefs,  let  Spain  through  all  her  kingdoms  own. 
O'er  other  foes  their  dauntlcfs  valour  flionc  : 
Let  Gaul  confefs^  her  mountain  ramparts  wild> 
Nature  in  vain  the  hoar  Pyrenians  piled.. 
No  foreign  lance  could  e'er  their,  rage  reflxaifi-, 
Unconquer'd  ftill  the  warrior  race  remain. . 
More  would  you  hear^.  fecure  your  care  may  truft. 
The  anfwer  ofttheir  lips,  fo  nobly  juft, 
Confcious  of  inward  worth,  of  manners  plain,, 
Their  manly  fouls,  the  gilded  lye  difdain.. 
Then  let  thine  eyes  .their  lordly  might  admire^ 
And  mark  the  thunder  of  their  arms  of  fire : 
The  fhore  with  trembling  hears^the  dreadful  found. 
And  rampired  walls  lie  fmoaking  on  the  ground. 
Speed  to  the  fleet ;  their  arts,  their  prudence  weigh, , 
How  wife  in  peace,  in  war.  how  dread, .  furvey. 

With  keen  defire  the  craftful  Pagan  burned; 
Soon  as  the  morn  in  orient  blaze  returned. 
To  view  the  fleet  his  fplendid  train  prepares; 
And  now  attended  by  the  lordly  Nayres, 
The  fhore  they  cover,  now  the  oarfmen  fweep 
The  foamy  furface  of  the  azure  deep : 
And  now  brave  Paulus  gives  the  friendly  hand,. 
And  high  on  Gam a's  lofty  deck  they  ftand. 

Bright 
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Bright  to  the  day  the  purple  fail-cloaths  glow^ 
Wide  to  the  gale  the  filken  enfigns  flow; 
The  piftured  flags  difplay  the  warlike  ftrife ; 
Bold  feem  the  heroes  as  infpired  by  life. 
Here  arm  to  arm  the  iingle  combat  ftrains. 
Here  burns  the  combat  on  the  tented  plains  , 
General  and  fierce ;  the  meeting  lances  thruft. 
And  the  black  blood  feems  fmoaking  on  the  du(L 
With  earneft  eyes  the  wondering  Regent  views 
The  pictured  warriors,  and  their  hiftory  fues. 
But  now  the  ruddy  juice,  by  Noah  "  found. 
In  foaming  goblets  circled  fwiftly  round. 
And  o'er  the  deck  fwift  rofe  the  feftive  board ; 
Yet,  fmiling  oft,  refrains  the  Indian  Lord  : 
His  faith  forbade  with  other  tribe  to  join 
The  facred  meal,  efteem'd  a  rite  ^  divine, 


*  the  ruddy  juice  by  Noah  found —  ji  thoufand  riUSy  and  ixiajhings  o'er  and  o*et 

Gen.  ix.  20.  And  Noah  began  to  be  an  huf^  Can  fcarce  his  tainted  purity  reftoren 

bandmarty  and  he  planted  a  ^vineyardf  and  be  ^t,.         r-       ^r   <        %        «ii«.. 

drank  of  the  ivinc.  Sec.  Nothing,  fays  Oforius,  but  the  death  of  the 

"  Hi, faith fcrbadt  'With  other  triht  to  join  unhappy  commoner  can  wipe  off  the  pol- 

rhtfacrid  meal,  ejitem'd  a  rite  divine.——  ^f  O"'  J«'  ^e  are  told  by  the  fame  author. 

The  opinion  of  the  facrednefs  of  the  table  »•>"  ^"^^^  "P^*'"?  """"  ^  forfeited,  or 

is  very  ancient  in  the  Eaft.    It  is  plainlv  to  e^?°  tomiihed  by  the  bafeft  and  greateft  of 

be  difcovercd  in  the  hiftory  of  Abraham.  <^""'e* '»  not  cAn  one  of  mean  birth  becom. 

When  Melchizedek,    a  king   and  priett,  great  or  noble  bytht  moft  illuftnous  aftions. 

blcffed  Abraham,  it  is  faid,  J„d  he  ir ought  \^^  noblemen,  %s  the  fame  >vnter,  adopt 

firth  bread  and  -wine  and  he  bleffed  him.  ^^  children  of  their  filters,  cftecimng  there 

Gen.  xiv.  1 8.    The  Patriarchs  onlv  drank  "«  be  no  other  certainty  of  the  relebonftiip 

wine,  fays  Dr.  Stukely,  on  their  i^rc  fo-  °\,*'\"[  ''«l'«-    But  what  above  all  may  be 

lemn  feftivals,  when  they  were  faid  to  rejoice  °^1«4  *«  charaaeriftic  of  the  Indian,  is  his 

before  the  Lord.    Other  cuftoms  of  the  In-  ^^^  mfcnfibihty  to  the  paflion  of  Love  ;, 

dians  are  mentioned  by  Camocns  in  this  ^^^  ,^  ,^^  heart-ties,  to  his  neighbour's  arm, 

i^ther  InoXr  tribJ,        "*        ^  ^  '^^'  ""'"'"^  hufband yields  hisffoufe's  charm,. 

To 
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In  bold  vibrations,  thrilling  on  the  car. 
The  battle  founds  the  Lufian  trumpets  rear ; 
Loud  burft  the  thunders  of  the  arms  of  fire. 
Slow  round  the  fails  the  clouds  of  fmoke  afpire. 
And  rolling  their  dark  volumes  o'er  the  day 
The  Lufian  v^ar,  in  dreadful  pomp,  difplay. 
In  deepell  thought  the  careful  Regent  weigh'd 
The  pomp  and  pow^er  at  Gama's  nod  beWray'dj^. 
Yet  feem'd  alone  in  wonder  to  behold 
The  glorious  heroes  and  the  wars  half  told 
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To  fomc  perhaps  the  feeblenefs  of  the  cott* 
Citations  of  the  Gentoos  may  account  for 
this  apothy ;  and  to  feveral  circumdances  xxiay 
their  feeblenefs  be  attributed.  The  men  mar- 
ry before  fourteen  and  the  women  at  about 
ten  or  eleven.  Rice,  their  principal  food,  af- 
fords but  little  nouriihment,  and  they  are 
extremely  averfe  to  any  manly  excrcife.  It 
is  better  to  fit  than  to  walk,  they  fay,  to  lie 
down  than  to  fit,  to  deep  than  to  wake, 
and  death  is  better  than  all.  The  unparal- 
lelled  pufillanimity  with  which  they  have 
long  fubmitted  to  the  oppreflions  of  a  few 
Arabs,  their  Mohammedan  mailers,  like« 
wife,  (hews  their  deadnefs  to  every  manly 
refcntment.  Yer,  notwithftanding  all  this, 
though  incapable  of  the  paflion  of  love, 
they  prove  the  poiition,  (for  which  phyfi- 
cians  can  eafily  account)  that  debility  and 
letchery  go  hand  in  hand.  Montefquieu, 
in  enumerating  his  reafons  why  Chriftianity 
will  never  prevail  in  the  Eaft,  advances, 
as  one,  the  prohibition  of  polygamy,  which 
he  mentions  as  the  appointment  of  nature, 
and  nece/fary  in  thefe  climates.  Triflram 
Shandy  tells  us,  that  his  father  was  a  moil 
excellent  f)  flem-builder,  was  fure  to  make 
his  Theory  look  well,  though  no  man  ever 
cnicified  the  truth  at  fuch  an  unmerciful 
rate.  With  all  due  deference  to  the  great 
genius  of  Montefquieu,  his  blunder  here  is 


rather  ludkrovi .  In  tvcry  country  the  lArdtm 
of  males  and  females  arc  nearly  propor- 
tioned to  each  other.  **  Polygamy,  fays 
Mr.  Dow,  is  permitted  in  Hindoilan,  but 
feldom  pra£ti(ed ;  for  they  very  rationally 
think,  that  one  wife  is  fufEcient  for  one 
man.**  If  in  any  country  polygamy  is  the 
appointment  of  nature,  the  more  athletic  na- 
tionsof  Europe  have  the  bcfl  claim.  But  the 
warlike  independent  fpirit  of  the  northern 
tribes,  who  viewed  their  princes  as  their 
companions  in  war,  would  never  allow  their 
leaders  to  appropriate  eight  hundred  or  a 
thottfand  of  the  fineil  women,  each  for  his 
own  particular  luxury.  Their  natural  idea^ 
of  liberty  forbade  it ;  while  on  the  other 
hand  the  ilavifh  Afiatics,  who  viewed  their 
mailers  as  beings  of  a  fuprior  rank,  fub- 
mitted to  the  lull  of  thefe  maftcrs,  whofe 
debility  prompted  the  defire  of  unbounded 
variety.  This  hiliory  of  polygamy  will  be 
found  to  be  juft.  It  is  not  the  child  of  na-> 
tore,  it  is  the  offspring  of  tyranny,  and  is 
only  to  be  found  where  the  moft  abfolutc 
tyranny  fabfifh.  Neither  to  the  genial  vigour 
of  paflion,  but  to  raging,  irritated  debility, 
both  the  philofopher  and  phyfician  will  at- 
tribute the  unblufhing  prevalence  of  fome 
Climes,  crimes  which  difgrace  human  na- 
ture, and  which  particularly  chara^erife  the 
depraved  manners  of  the  enfeebled  Eafl.. 


Ixt 
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In  iilent  poefy Swift  frem  the  board 

.High  crowned  with  wine,  uprofe  the  Indian  Lord  j 
Both  the  bold  Gamas^  and  their  generous  Peer, 
The  brave  Cobllo,  rofe,  prepared  to  hear 
With  meet  attendance*  or  the  meet  reply  : 
Fixt  and  enquiring  was  the  Regent's  eye  : 
The  warlike  image  of  an  hoary  fire, 
Whofe  name  fliall  Jive  till  earth  and  time  expire. 
His  wonder  fixt ;  and  more  than  human  gloW*d 
The  hero's  look ;  his  robes  of  Grecian  mode ; 
A  bough,  his  enfign,  in  his  right  he  waved, 
A  leafy  bough-— But  I,  fond  man  depraved  ! 
Where  would  I  fpeed,  as  mad'ning  in  a  dream. 
Without  your  aid,  ye  Nymphs  of  Tago's  ftream  ! 
Or  yours,  ye  Dryads  of  Mondego's  bowers ! 
Without  your  aid  how  vain  my  wearied  powers ! 
Long  yet  and  various  lies  my  arduous  way 
Through  louring  tempefts  and  a  boundlefs  fca. 
Oh  then,  propitious  hear  your  fon  implore. 
And  guide  my  veflel  to  the  happy  fliore. 
Ah  !  fee  how  long  what  perilous  days,  what  woes 
On  many  a  foreign  coafl:  around  me  rofe. 
As  dragged  by  Fprtune^s  chariot  wheels  along 
I  footh'd  my  forrows  with  the  warlike  **  fong ; 

•  m  the  nvariiki  y^ff^—— Though       Ae  ocean,  while  in  Africa,  and  in  India. 

Camoens  began  his  Lufiad  in  Portugal,        See  his  Life. 
4dinoft  the  whole  of  it  was  written  while  oa 

Wide 
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Wide  ocean's  horrors  lengthening  now  around, 

And  now  my  footfteps  trod  the  hoftile  ground  -, 

Yet  midft  each  danger  of  tumultuous  war 

Your  Lufian  heroes  ever  claim'd  my  care  ; 

As  Canace  of  old,  ere/  felf-deftroy*d, 

One  hand  the  pen,   and  one  the  fword  employ 'd. 

Degraded  now,  by  poverty  abhorred. 

The  gueft  dependent  at  the  Lordling's  board  : 

Now  bleft  with  all  the  wealth  fond  hope  could  crave, 

Soon  I  beheld  that  wealth  beneath  the  '  wave 

For  ever  loft;  myfelf.efcaped  alone. 

On  the  wild  ihore  all  friendlefs,  hopelefs,  thrown ; 

My  life,  like  Judah's  heaven-doom'd  king  of  '  yore, 

By  miracle  prolonged ;  y^t  not  the  more 

To  end  my  forrows  :  woes  fucceeding  woes 

Belied  myjearneft  hopes  of  fweet  repofe  : 

In  place  of  bays  around  my  brows  to  fhed 

Their  facred  honours,  o'er  my  deftined  head 

Foul  Calumny  proclaim'd  the  fraudful  tale. 

And  left  me  mourning  in  a  dreary  'jail. 
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p  jfs  C«»tfff— Daughter  of  Bolus.  Her 
father  having  thrown  her  incefhious  child 
to  the  dogs/ fcnt  her  a  fword,  with  which 
ihe  flew  herfelf.  In  Ovid  ihe  writes  a^^ 
epiflle  to  her  hu(hand-brother»  where  ihe 
thus  defcribes  herfelf; 

Drxtra  tentt  calamum,  JhiBtim  tenet  altera  ferrum, 

°.  Soon  I  beheld  that  wealth  hemath  thi 
fwave 
For  ever  loft See  the  Life  of  Caxnoena. 


'  My  life^  like  Judah*s  heaven-do^fiC d 
i/«^£/'jr«r^— Hezeklah.  See  Ifaiah  xxxviii. 

•  And  left  me  mourning  in  a  dreary  jatt"^ 
This,  and  the  whole  paragraph  fron\ 

Degraded  notv^  hy  foijerty  abhorr^'d^^^' 

Alludes  to  his  fortunes  in  India.  The  latter, 
drcumftance  relates  particularly  to  the  bafe' 
and  inhuman  treatment  he  received  on  his. 
return  to  Goa,  after  his  unhappy  ^fliip* 
wreck.    See  liiis  Life. 
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Such  was  the  meed,  alas  !  on  me  beftow'd, 
Beftow'd  by  thofe  for  whom  my  numbers  glow'd. 
By  thofe  who  to  my  toils  their  laurel  honours  owed. 

Ye  gentle  Nymphs  of  Tago*s  rofy  bowers,  ^ 

Ah,  fee  what  letter'd  Patron-Lords  are  yours  ! 
Dull  as  the  herds  that  graze  their  flowery  dales. 
To  them  in  vain  the  injured  Mufe  bewails  : 
No  foftering  care  their  barb'rous  hands  beftow. 
Though  to  the  Mufe  their  faireft  fame  they  owe. 
Ah,  cold  may  prove  the  future  Prieft  of  Fame 
Taught  by  my  fate :  yet  will  I  not  difclaim 
Your  fmiles,  ye  Mufes  of  Mondego's  fhade. 
Be  ftill  my  deareft  joy  your  happy  aid  !  ] 

And  hear  my  vow ;  Nor  king,  nor  Joftieft  peer 
Shall  e'er  from  Me  the  fong  of  flattery  hear ; 
Nor  crafty  tyrant,  who  in  ofiice  reigns. 
Smiles  on  his  king,  and  binds  the  land  in  chains ; 
His  king's  worft  foe :  Nor  he  whofe  raging  ire. 
And  raging  wants,  to  ihape  his  courfe,  confpire  % 
True  to  the  clamours  of  the  blinded  crowd. 
Their  changeful  Proteus,  infolent  and  loud ; 
Nor  he  whofe  honeft  nrien  fccurcs  applaufe. 
Grave  though  he  feem,  and  father  of  the  laws. 
Who,  but  half-patriot,  niggardly  denies 
Each  other's  merit,  and  witholds  the  prize : 

Who 


\ 
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\yho  '  fpurns  the  Mufe,  nor  feels  the  raptured  ftrain, 
Ufelefs  by  him  efteem'd,  and  idly  vain  : 
For  him,  for  thefe,  no  wreath  my  hand  fliall  twine ; 
On  other  brows  th'  immortal  rays  fhall  fliine : 
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P  WJ^o  fpurns  ibt  Jlfii^— "-Similarity  of 
condition  h«s  produced  /tmilaiity  of  fenti- 
meqt  in  Camoens  ai^d  Spenfipr.  Back  waf. 
^e  ommnoit  of  his  coontry  and  of  hi»  age, 
^  eadi  was  cruelly  negle^ed  ky  th^  ^^^ 
of  Power*  who,  in  troth,  were  incapable  to 
judge  of  their  merit,  or  to  reUOi  their  writ- 
ings. We  have  fcen  fcveral  of  the  llriaures 
of  Camoens  on  the  barbarous  Nobility  of 
Portugal.  The  iimilar  complaints  of  Spenfcr 
will  (hew  that  neglefk  of  Genius,  however, 
was  not  confined  to  the  court  of  Lifbon. 

O  Grief  of  griefs!  O  Gall  of  all  good  hearts  1 
To  fee  that  Virtue  (hould  defpifed  be 
Of  fuch  as  firft  were  raifed  for  Virtue's  parts. 
And  now  broad  fpreadine  like  an  aged  tree, 
Let  Bene  flioot  up  that  nigh  them  planted  be. 
O  let  not  thofe  of  whom  the  Mufe  is  fcomed. 
Alive  or  dead  be  by  the  Mufe  adorned. 

Ruins  of  Ttmi* 

It  is  thought  Lord  Burleigh,  who  with- 
held the  bounty  intended  by  Queen  Elifa- 
beth,  is  here  meant.  But  he  is  more 
clearly  (Hgmatis^  in  thefe  remarkable  lines, 
where  the  mifcry  of  dependence  on  Court- 
favour  is  painted  in  colours  which  muft  re- 
cal  feveral  fbokes  of  the  Lufiad  to  the  mind 
of  the  Reader. 

Full  little  knoweft  thou  that  haft  not  tried. 
What  hell  it  is,  in  fuing  Ions  to  bide ; 
To  lofe  good  days,  that  might  be  better  fpent. 
To  wafte  long  nights  in  penfive  difcontent ; 
To  {peed  to-day,  to  be  put  back  to-morrow, 
To  feed  on  hojic,  to  pine  with  fear  and  forrow  } 
To  have  thy  Princcfs'  grace,  yet  want  her  peers  5 
To  have  thy  aflcing,  yet  wait  many  years  5 
To  fret  thy  foul  with  croffcs  and  with  cares. 
To  eat  thy  heart  thro'  comfortlefs  defpairs  ; 
To  fawn,  to  crowch,  to  wait,  to  ride,  to  run, 
To  fpcnd,  to  give,  to  want,  to  be  undone. 

Mother  Hubberets  Tale. 

Thefe  lines  cxafpcratcd  ftill  more  the  in- 
elegant, the  illiberal  Burleigh.  So  true  is 
the  obfervation  of  Mr.  Hughes,  that,  "  even 
the  fighs  of  a  miferable  man  are  fometimei 
refented  as  an  affront  by  him  that  is  the  oc- 
iion  of  them." 


Th$arriwslff  Gamm  in  InJsa'^Infsvenl 
part^  of  th?  Lufiad  the  PortugiieTe  Poet  ha» 
given  apai>le  proof  that  he  ooold  catch  tbe 
genuine  fpirit  of  Homer  and  Virgil.  TImt 
tevp^x^  ^pfi^d  thriifVghourhean  a  ftrikiiiff 
reiemblaace  to  the  fevetith  and  eighia 
^neid<  .Much  of  the  a^on  is  natural!/ 
the  fa^e ;  ^n^as  land)  it  Italy,  and  Gaou 
in  India ;  but  the  condud  of  Camoens,  in 
his  mafterly  imitation  of  his  great  mailer, 
particularly  demands  obfervation.  Had  Sta- 
tius  or  Ovid  defcribed  the  landing  or  recep- 
tion of  i£neas,  we  ihould  undoubtedly  have 
been  prefented  with  pictures  different  from 
thofe  of  the  pencil  of  Virgil.  We  (hould 
have  feen  much  buftle  and  fare,  and  perhaps 
much  fmoke  and  falfe  dignity.  Yet  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  OdyiTey,  Homer,  had 
he  written .  the  i£neid,  would  have  written 
as  the  Roman  Poet  wrote,  would  have  pre- 
fented us  with  a  calm  majeftic  narrative, 
till  every  circumftance  was  explained,  and 
then  would  have  given  the  concluding  books 
of  hurry  and  fire.^  In  this  manner  has  Vir- 
gil written,  and  in  this  manner  has  Camoens 
followed  him,  as  far  as  the  different  nature 
of  his  fubjed  would  allow.  In  Virgil,  king 
Latinus  is  informed  by  prodigies  and  prophe- 
cy of  the  fate  of  his  kingdom,  and  of  the  new- 
landed  ftrangers.  iEneas  enters Latium.  The 
dinner  on  the  grafs,  and  the  prophecy  of 
famine  turned  into  a  jell.  He  fends  ambaf- 
fadors  to  Latinus,  whofe  palace  is  defcribed. 
The  embaffy  is  received  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner. Juno,  enraged,  calls  the  aifiHance  of 
the  Fiends,  and  the  truce  is  broken.  iEneas, 
admonifhed  in  a  dream,  fecks  the  aid  of 
Evander.  The  voyage  up  the  Tybcr,  the 
court  of  Evander,  and  the  facrifices  in  which 
he  was  employed  a>e  particularly  defcribed. 
In  all  this  there  is  no  blaze  of  fire,  no  eamefl 
hurry.  Thefe  are  judicioufly  referved  for 
their  after  and  proper  place. '  In  the  fame 
manner  Camoens  lands  his  hero  in  India, 
and  though  in  fome  circumftances  the  re- 
femblance  to  Virgil  is  evident,  yet  he  has 
followed  him  as  a  free  imitator,  who  was 
S  f  2  confcious 
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He  who  the  path  of  honour  ever  trod, 
True  to  his  King,  his  Country,  and  his  God, 
On  his  bleft  head  nay  hands  ihall  fix  the  crown 
Wove  of  the  deathlefs  laurels  of  Renown. 


confcious  of  his  own  (bength,  and  not  as  a 
Copyift.  H%  has  not  de^rved  that  (hrewd 
£itire  which  Mr.  Pope,  not  unju(Uy»  throws 
on  Virgil  himfdf.  "  Had  the  jgalley  of 
Strgtftus  been  broken,  fays  he,  if  the  cha-  ^ 
riot  of  Eumelus  had  not  been  demolifhcd  ? 
Or  Mntftheus  been  caft  from  the  helm,  had 
not  the  other  been  thrown  from  his  feat  ?'' 


In  a  word,  that  calm  dignity  of  poetical 
narrative  which  breathes  through  the  feventh 
and  eighth  ^neid,  is  judidoufly  copied,  ai 
nioft  proper  for  the  fubjedt ;  and  with  the 
hand  of  a  mafter  charadleriitically  foibuned 
throughout  the  feventh  book  of  the  Poem 
which  celebrates  the  difcovery  of  the  Eaftem 
World. 


END    OP    THE    Seventh    BOOK. 
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W  7  ^  '^  ^  ^y^  unmoved  the  filent  Catual  view'd 

^  ^     The  piiSured  fire  with  feeming  life  endued ; 
A  verdant  vine-bough  v^aving  in  his  right. 
Smooth  flowed  his  fweepy  beard  of  glofly  white. 
When  thus,  as  fwift  the  Moor  unfolds  the  word, 
The  valiant  Paulus  to  the  Indian  Lord  ; 

Bold  though  thefe  figures  frown,  yet  bolder  far 
Thefe  godlike  heroes  ihined  in  ancient  war. 
In  that  hoar  fire,  of  mien  ferene,  auguft, 
Lufus  behold,  no  robber-chicf  unjuftj 

His 
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His  cluftcr'd  bough,  the  fame  which  Bacchus  bore  % 

He  waves,  the  emblem  of  his  care  of  yore  ; 

The  friend  of  favage  man,  to  Bacchus  dear, 

The  fon  of  Bacchus,  or  the  bold  compeer. 

What  time  his  yellow  locks  with  vine-leaves  curl'd. 

The  youthful  god  fubdued  the  favage  world, 

Bade  vineyards  gliften  o'er  the  dreary  wafte. 

And  humanized  the  nations  as  he  paft. 

Lufus,  the  loved  companion  of  the  god. 

In  Spain's  fair  bofom  fixt  his  lafl:  abode. 

Our  kingdom  founded,  and  illuftrious  reign'd 

In  thofe  fair  lawns,  the  bleft  Elyfium  **  fcign'd. 


*  His  clufiir^d  hough ^  tbt  fame  lubich  Bac^ 

chus  bore. Camoens  immediately  before, 

and  in  the  former  book,  calls  the  enfign  of 
Lufus  a  bough ;  here  he  calls  it  the  green 
thyrfus  of  Bacchus, 

O  *verde  Tyrfofoi  de  Bacco  u/ado. 

The  thyrfus  however  was  a  javelin  twifted 
with  ivy-leaves,  ufed  in  the  facriHces  of 
Bacchus. 

^  In  thofe  fair  laivns   the  hleft  Ehfium 

feigned In  this  aflertion  our  author  has 

the  authority  of  Strabo,  a  foundation  fuffi- 
cient  for  a  poet.  Nor  are  there  wanting 
fcveral  Spanifti  writers,  particularly  Barbqfa^ 
who  ferioufly  affirm  that  Homer  drew  the 
fine  defcription  of  Elyfium,  in  his  fourth 
Odyifcy,  from  the  beautiful  valleys  of  Si)ain, 
where  in  one  of  his  voyages,  they  fay,  he 
arrived.  Egypt,  however,  feems  to  have 
a  better  title  to  this  honour.  The  fable  of 
Charon,  and  the  judges  of  the  poetical  hell, 
are  evidently  borrowed  from  the  Egyptian 
rites  of  burial,  and  are  older  than  Homer, 
'  After  a  ferryman  had  conveyed  the  corpfe 
over  a  lake,  certain  judges  examined  the  life 
of  the  dcceafed,  particularly  his  claim  to  the 
virtue  of  loyalty,  and,  according  to  the  re- 
port, decreed  or  refufed  the  honours  of  fe- 
pulture.  The  place  of  the  Catacombs,  ac- 
cording to  Diodorus  Siculus,  was  furrounded 


with  deep  canals,  beautiful  meadows,  and  a 
wildemefs  of  groves.  And  it  is  univerfally 
known  the  greateft  part  of  the  Grecian  fa- 
bles were  fabricated  from  the  cufloms  and 
opinions  of  Egypt.  Several  other  nations 
have  alfo  claimed  the  honour  of  affordinjg 
the  idea  of  die  fields  of  the  Bldted.  Evefi 
the  Scotch  challenge  it.  Many  Grecian  fa- 
bles, iays  an  author  of  that  country,  are 
evidently  foundod  on  the  reports  of  the  Phoe- 
nician feilors.  That  thefe  navigat(»<s  traded 
to  the  coafts  of  Britain  is  certain.  In  the 
giiddle  of  fummer,  the  feaibn  when  the  an- 
cients performed  their  voyages,  for  about  fix 
weeks  there  is  no  night  over  the  Orkney 
iflands  ;  the  di(k  of  the  fun  during  that 
time  fcancely  finking  below  the  horizon. 
This  appearance,  together  with  the  calm 
which  ufually  prevails  at  that  feafon,  and 
the  beautiful  verdure  of  the  iflands,  could 
not  fail  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the 
Tynans;  and  their  accounts  of  the  place 
natural ly  afforded  the  idea  that  thefe  inands 
were  inhabited  by  the  fpirits  of  the  Juft. 
This,  fays  our  author,  is  countenanced  by 
Homer,  who  places  his  iflands  of  the  Happy 
at  the  extremity  of  the  ocean.  That  the 
fables  of  Scylla,  the  Gorgades,  and  feveral 
others,  were  founded  on  the  accounts  of  na- 
vigators, feems  probable  ;  rind  on  this  fuppo- 
fiuon  the  Infulae  Foitunats,  and  Purpura- 

nix. 
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Where  winding  oft  the  Guadiana  roves. 

And  Douro  murmurs  through  the  flowery  groves. 

Here  with  his  bones  he  left  his  deathlefs  fame. 

And  Lufitania's  clime  fliall  ever  bear  his  name. 

That  other  chief  th'embroider'd  filk  difplays. 

Toft  o'er  the  deep  whole  years  of  weary  days 

On  Tago's  banks  at  laft  his  vows  he  paid : 

To  Wifdom's  godlike  power,  the  Jove-born  Maid, 

Who  fired  his  lips  with  eloquence  divine. 

On  Tago's  banks  he  reared  the  hallowed  fhrine. 

Ulyfles  he,  though  fated  to  deftroy 

On  Afian  ground  the  heaven-built  towers  of  '  Troy, 

On  Europe's  ftrand,  more- grateful  to  the  ikies. 

He  bade  th'  eternal  walls  of  Lifbon  *  rife. 
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But  who  that  godlike  terror  of  the  plain. 
Who  ftrews  the  fmoaking  field  with  heaps  of  flain  ? 


nix,  now  the  Canary  and  Madeira  iflands, 
alio  claim  the  honour  of  giving  colours  to  the 
defcription  of  Elyfium,  The  truth  however 
appears  to  be  this  ;  That  a  place  of  happi- 
nefs  is  referved  for  the  fpirits  of  the  Good  is 
the  natural  fuggeftion  of  that  anxiety  and 
hope  concerning  the  future,  which  animates 
the  human  bredl.  All  the  barbarous  nations^ 
of  Africa  and  America  agree  in  placing  their' 
heaven  in  beautiful  iflands  at  an  immenfe 
diftance  over  the  ocean.  The  idea  is  uni- 
verfal,  and  is  natural  to  every  nation  in  the 
iUte  of  barbarous  fimplicity. 

c  -^The  bta*ven'huih  towjers  of  Troy 
Alluding  to  die  fable  of  NeptunCi  Apollo, 
and  Laomedon. 


^  Oh  Europe^ s  ftrand^  more  grateful  to  the 
Jkies^ 
Hi  hade  th*  eternal  ivalls  ofLifhon  rife,'-''^ 
For  fome  account  of  this  tradition  fee  the 
note  p.  107.  Anlient  traditions,  however 
fabulous,  have  a  good  efFed  in  poetrv.  Vir- 
gil has  not  fcrupled  to  infert  one,  wnich  re- 
quired an  apol<^. 

— Pr/yra  fdes  fa^o^  fed  fama  terennis, 
Spenfer  has  given  us  the  hiftory  of^Brute  and 
his  defcendants  at  full  length  in  the  Faerie 
^eene\  and  Milton,  it  is  known,  was  fo 
fond  of  that  abfurd  legend,  that  he  intended 
to  write  a  poem  on  the  fubje6t ;  and  by 
this  fondnefs  was  induced  to  mention  it  as  a 
truth  in  his  introdu6Uon  to  the  hHlory  of 
England, 

What 
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What  numerous  legions  fly  in  dire  difmayV 

Whofc  ftandards  wide  the  eagle's  wings  difplay  ? 

The  Pagan  asks;  the  brother  *  Chief  replies, 

Unconquer'd  deem'd^  proud  Rome's,  dread  ftiindard  flics. 

His  crook  thrown  by,  fired  by  his  nation's  woes, 

The  hero  fhephcrd  Viriatus  rofe  j 

His  country  faved  prpclaim'd  his  warlike  fame,  ;  ^ 

And  Rome's  wide  empire  trembled  at  his  name*  <  / 

That  generous  pride  which  Rome  to  Pyrrhus  bore  ^ 

To  him  they  fhew'd  not;  for  they  fear'd  him  more. 

Not  on  the  field  o'ercome  by  manly  force, 

Peaceful  he  flept,  and  now  a  murdered  corfe 

By  treafon  flain  he  lay.     How  ftern,  behold. 

That  other  hero,  firm,  cred,  and  bold  : 

The  power  by  which  he  boafted  he  devined, 

Befide  him  pidur'd  ftands,  the  milk-white  hind : 

Injured  by  Rome,  the  ftern  Sertorius  fled 

To  Tago's  fliore,  and  Lufus'  offspring  led  ; 

Their  worth  he  knew ;  in  fcattcr'd  flight  he  drove 

The  ftandards  painted  with  the  birds  of  Jove. 

And  lo,  the  flag  whofe  fhining  colours  own 

The  glorious  Founder  of  the  Lufian  throne! 


•  '^fhe  brothtr  Chie/^?zvL\u5  dc  Ganuu  fiimoiw  aflaffination  of  Viriatus,  that  thcRo- 
'  nat  generous  pride  ivbicb  Rome  to  Pyr^  man  fenatc  did  him  great  honour ;  ut  njtde^ 
thus  bore. — -When  Pyrrbui  kine  of  Epirus  nturaliter  <v%nci  non  potuiffe\  it  was  a  con- 
was  at  war  with  the  Romans,  his  phyudan  feffion  that  they  could  not  otherwife  conquer 
ofiered  to  poifon  him.  The  fenate  rejedted  him.  Vid.  Flor.  1.  17.  For  a  fuller  account 
the  propofal,  and  acquainted  Pyrrhu?  of  the  ^  of  this  great  man,  fee  the  note  on  p.  13. 


defigned  treafon.    Florus  remarks  on  the  in- 


Somi 
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Some  deem  the  warrior  of  Hungarian  ^  race. 
Some  from  Loraine  the  godlike  herp  tr^ce. 
From  Tagus*  banks  the  haughty  Moor  cxpeird, 
Galicia's  fons,  and  Leon's  warriors  qucU'd, 
To  weeping  Salem's  ever-hallowed  meads. 
His  warlike  bands  the  holy  Henry  leads. 
By  holy  war  to  fandify  his  crown. 
And  to  his  latefl  race  aufpicious  waft  it  down. 

And  who  this  awful  Chief  ?  aloud  exclaims 
The  wondering  Regent,  o'er  the  field  he  flames 
In  dazzling  fteel,  wheree'r  he  bends  his  courfe 
The  battle  finks  beneath  his  headlong  force ; 
Againft  his  troops,  though  few,  the  numerous. foes 
In  vain  their  fpears  and  towery  walls  oppofc. 
With  fmoaking  blood  his  armour  fprinkled  o'er. 
High  to  the  knees  his  courfer  paws  in  gore ;  ^ 
O'er  crowns  and  blood-ftain'd  enfigns  fcatter'd  round 
He  rides  -,  his  courfer's  brazen  hoofs  refound. 
In  that  great  chief,  the  fecond  Gam  a  cries. 
The  firft  *"  Alonzo  ftrikes  thy  wondering  eyes. 
From  Lufus'  realm  the  Pagan  Moor^  he  drove ; 
Heaven^  whom  he  loved,  bcftow'd  on  him  fuch  love. 


5  Smte  dttm  the  here  of  Hungarian  race^^    -        ^  Thi  firft  AlonzQ         King  of  Portugil. 
See  the  note  on  p.  95  •  See  p.  96,  &c. 

T  t  Beneath 
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Beneath  him,  bleeding  of  its  mortal  wound. 
The  Moorifli  ftrength  lay  proftrate  on  the  ground. 
Nor  Ammon's  fon,  nor  greater  Julius  dared 
With  troops  fo  few,  with  hofts  fo  numerous  warr'd : 
Fame  faw  his  godlike  deeds,  and  folemn  fwore. 
To  boaft  upmatch'd  the  Roman  name  no  more* 
Nor  lefs  ihall  Fame  the  fubjed:  heroes  own  : 
Behold  that  hoary  warrior's  rageful  frown  ! 
On  his  young  pupil's  flight  his  burning  *  eyes 
He  darts,  and.  Turn  thy  flying  hoft,  he  cries. 
Back  to  the  field-. — The  Veteran  and  the  Boy 
Back  to  the  field  exult  with  furious  joy  : 
Their  ranks  mow'd  down,  the  boaftful  foe  recedes. 
The  vanquifli'd  triumph,  and  the  vidlor  bleeds. 
Again,  that  mirror  of  unfhaken  faith, 
Egaz  behold,  a  chief  fclf-doom'd  to  *"  death. 
Beneath  Caftilia's  fword  his  monarch  lay ; 
Homage  he  vow'd  his  helplefs  king  fliould  pay ; 
His  haughty  king  relieved,  the  treaty  fpurns. 
With  confcious  pride  the  noble  Egaz  burns ; 


^  On  bis  young  pupiPs  flight,          **  Somey  ^  Egax  heboldy  a  chief /elf*  doomed  to  death* 

indeed,  moft  writers  fay,   that  the  qaeen        See  the  fame  ftory,  p.  90.     Thoi;^ 

(of  njohom  fee  /.  ^6.)  advancing  with  her  hiftory  afFbrds   no  authentic  (document  of 

army  towards  Guimaraez,  the  king,  with-  this  tranfadion,  tradition,  the  Poet's  aatho- 

out  waiting  till  his  governor  joined  him,  rity,  is  not  filent.     And  the  monument  of 

engaged  them   and  was  routed  :   but  that  Egaz  in  the  monaftery  of  Pa90  de  Souza 

afterwards  the  remains  of  his  army  being  gives  it  countenance.     Egaz  and. his  family 

Joined  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of  are  there  reprefented,  in  bas  relief,  ia  the 

Egaz  Munitz,  engaged  the  army  of  the  attitude  and  garb,  fays  Caflera,  as  defcribed 

queen  a  fecond  time,  and  gained  a  complete  by  Camoens. 
viaory."  Univ.  I^ifl. 

His 
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His  comely  fpoufe  and  infant  race  he  leads, 
Himfelf  the  fame,  in  fentenced  felons'  weeds, 
Around  their  necks  the  knotted  halters  bound. 
With  naked  feet  they  tread  the  flinty  ground  j 
And  proftrate  now  before  Caftilia's  throne 
Their  oflTer'd  lives  their  monarch's  pride  atone. 
Ah !  Rome  no  more  thy  generous  conful  '  boafl, 
Whofe  lorn  fubmiflion  faved  his  ruin'd  hoft : 
No  father's  woes  aflfail'd  his  ftedfaft  mind  i 
The  deareft  ties  the  Lufian  chief  rcfign'd. 

There,  by  the  ftream,  a  Town  befieged  behold. 
The  Mooriih  tents  the  fhatter'd  walls  infold. 
Fierce  as  the  lion  from  the  covert  fprings. 
When  hunger  gives  his  rage  the  whirlwind's  wings ; 
From  ambuih,  lo,  the  valiant  Fuaz  pours, 
And  whelms  in  fudden  rout  th'  aftonifh'd  Moors, 
The  Moorifh  king  in  captive  chains  he  "  fends ; 
And  low  at  Lifbon's  throne  the  royal  captive  bends. 
Fuaz  again  the  artift's  flcill  difplays ; 
Far  o'er  the  ocean  fhine  his  enfign's  rays : 


3^5 


^  jfh  Rome  f  no  more  thy  generous  conful 

boaft Sc.  Pollhumus,  who,  overpowered 

by  the  Samnites,  fubmitted  to  the  indignity 
of  paflfng  under  the  yoke  or  eallows. 

■»  I'be  Moorijh  king The  Alcaydes,  or 

tributary  Governors  under  the  Miramolia 
or  £mperor  of  Morocco,  are  often  by  the 
Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  writers  (tiled  Icinc^s. 
He  who  was  furprized  and  taken  prifoner  by 

Tt    2 


Don  Fuaz  Roupinho  was  named  Qama* 
Fuaz,  after  having  gained  the  firft  naval 
victory  of  die  Portueuefe,  alfo  experienced 
their  firft  defeat.  With  one  and  twenty  fail 
he  attacked  fifty-four  large  gallies  of  the 
Moors.  The  fea,  fays  Brandan,  which 
had  lately  fbmifhed  him  with  trophies,  now 
fupplied  him  with  a  tomb* 


In 
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In  crackling  flames  the  Moorifti  galleys  lly, 

And  the  red  blaze  afcends  the  blufhing  Iky  : 

O'er  Avila's  high  fteep  the  flames  afpire, 

And  wrap  the  forefts  in  a  (heet  of  fire  : 

There  feem  the  waves  beneath  the  prows  to  boil ; 

And  diflant  far  around  for  many  a  mile 

The  glafly  deep  refleds  the  ruddy  blaze ; 

Far  on  the  edge  the  yellow  light  decays. 

And  blends  with  hovering  blacknefs.     Great  and  dread 

Thus  (hone  the  day  when  firft  the  combat  bled. 

The  firft  our  heroes  battled  on  the  main. 

The  glorious  prelude  of  our  naval  reign. 

Which  now  the  waves  beyond  the  burning  zone. 

And  northern  Greenland's  froft-bound  billows  own. 

Again  behold  brave  Fuaz  dares  the  fight ! 

O'erpower'd  he  finks  beneath  the  Moorifh  might ; 

Smiling  in  death  the  martyr-hero  lies. 

And  lo,  his  foul  triumphant  mounts  the  fkies. 

Here  now  behold,  in  warlike  pomp  pourtray'd, 

A  foreign  navy  brings  the  pious  '  aid, 

Lo,   marching  from  the  decks  the  fquadrons  fpread. 

Strange  their  attire,  their  afpedt  firm  and  dread. 

The  holy  Crofs  their  enfigns  bold  difplay, 

To  Salem's  aid  they  ploughed  the  watery  way ; 

*  Af^riign  nat>)  brings  the  pious  «iV— A  navy  of  crufaders,  moftly  Engli(h.    Sec  p.  io8. 

Yet 
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Yet  iirft,  the  caufe  the  fame,  on  Tago's  fhore 

They  dye  their  maiden  fwords  in  Pagan  gore. 

Proud  ftood  the  Moor  on  Lifbon's  warlike  towers. 

From  Li(bon*$  walls  they  drive  the  Moorifh  powers : 

Amid  the  thickeft  of  the  glorious  fight, 

Lo,  Henry  falls,  a  gallant  German  knight, 

A  martyr  falls  :  That  holy  tpmb  behold. 

There  waves  the  bloflbm'd  palm  the  boughs  of  gold : 

O'er  Henry's  grave  the  facred  plant  arofe. 

And  from  the  leaves,  heaven's  gift,  gay  health  redundant  •  flows. 

Aloft,  unfurl ;  the  valiant  Paulus  cries, 
Inftant  new  wars  on  new-fpread  enfigns  rife. 
In  robes  of  white  behold  a  prieft  ^  advance  ! 
His  fword  in  fplinters  fmites  the  Moorifh  lance : 
Arronchez  won  revenges  Lira's  fall : 
And  lo,  on  fair  Savilia's  batter'd  wall. 
How  boldly  calm  amid  the  crafhing  fpears. 
That  hero-form  the  I/ufian  flandard  rears. 
There  bleeds  the  war  on  fair  Vandalia's  plain : 
Lo,  rufhing  through  the  Moors  o'er  hills  of  flain 


•  jfnJ  fram  the  lea'ves This  Legend  ftill  to  be  fecn  in  the  Monaftery  of  St. 

16   mentioned  by  fome  ancient  Portugueft  Vincent,  but  without  the  palm, 

chronicles.    Homer  would  have  availed  him-  p  In  robes  of  'white  behold  a  prieft  ad'vance* 

felf,  ■  at  Camoens  has  done*  of  a  tradition  — Theotonius,  prior  of  the  regulars  of  St. 

fo  enthufiailical,  and  charadleriflic  of  the  Augufline    of  Cpnymbra.     Some    ancient 

age.     Henry  was  a  native  of  Bonneville  Chronicles  relate  this  circumilance  as  men- 


near  Cologn.    His  tomby  fays  Caflera>  is       tioned  by  Camoens.    Modem  writers  afiert^ 

that  he  never  quitted  his  breviary.    Caftera 


The 
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The  hero  rides,  and  proves  by  genuine  claim 

The  fon  of  Egas  %  and  his  worth  the  fame. 

Pierced  by  his  dart  the  ftandard-bearer  dies  j 

Beneath  his  feet  the  Moorifli  ftandard  lies  : 

High  o'er  the  field,  behold  the  glorious  blaze  ! 

The  vidtor-youth  the  Lufian  flag  difplays. 

Lo,  while  the  moon  through  midnight  azure  rides, 

From  the  high  wall  adown  his  fpear-ftaflF  glides 

The  dauntlefs  Gerrald  :  in  his  left  he  '  bears 

Two  watchmen's  heads,  his  right  the  faulchion  rears : 

The  gate  he  opens,  fwift  from  ambufli  rife 

His  ready  bands,  the  city  falls  his  prize  : 

Evora  flill  the  grateful  honour  pays, 

Her  banner'd  flag  the  mighty  deed  difplays  : 

There  frowns  the  hero ;  in  his  left  he  bears 

The  two  cold  heads,  his  right  the  faulchion  rears. 

Wrong'd  by  his  king,  and  burning  for  *  revenge,. 

Behold  his  arms  that  proud  Caililian  change ; 

^  The  Jen  of  Egas — He  was  named  Mem  who  foon  became  mafters  of  the  place.  Thii 

Moniz,  and  was  Ton  of  Eeas  Moniz,  cele*  exploit  had  its  defired  effed.     The  king 

brated  for  the  fnrrender  of  himfelf  and  fa*  pardoned  Gerrald,  and  made  him  governor 

mily  to  the  king  of  Caflile,   as  already  of  Evora.     A  knight  with  a  fwora  in  one  ' 

mentioned.  hand,  and   two  heads  in  the  other,  from 

'  The  dauntlefs  Gcrrald^**^  He  was  a  man  that  time  became  the  armorial  bearing  of 

of  rank,  who,  in  order  to  avoid  the  legal  the  city."     Cafera, 
punifbmcnt  to  which  feveral  crimes  rendered  *  IVron^d  by  his  ii*j^— Don  Pedro  Fer- 


him  obnoxious,  pnt  himfelf  at  the  head  of  nando  de  CaftiK),  injured  by  the  family  of 
a  party  of  Frecoooters.  Tiring  however  Lara^  and  denied  rcdrefs  oy  the  king  of 
of  that  life,  he  refolved  to  reconcile  himfelf  Caftile,  took  the  infamous  revenge  of  bear- 
to  his  fovereign  by  fome  noble  adion.  Full  ing  arms  againfl  his  native  country.  At 
of  this  idea,  one  evening  he  entered  Evora,  the  head  of  a  Moorifh  army  he  committed 
which  then  beloneed  to  the  Moors.  In  the  feveral  outrages  in  Spain ;  but  was  totally 
night  he  killed  the  centinels  of  one  of  the  defeated  in  Portugal. 
gacca^  which  he  opened  to  his  companions. 

The 
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The  Moorifh  buckler  on  his  breaft  he  bears. 

And  leads  the  fierceft  of  the  Pagan  fpears. 

Abrantes  falls  beneath  his  raging  force. 

And  now  to  Tagus  bends  his  furious  courfe. 

Another  fate  he  met  on  Tagus*  fhore. 

Brave  Lopez  from  his  brows  the  laurels  tore  i 

His  bleeding  army  ftrew*d  the  thirfty  ground. 

And  captive  chains  the  ragcful  Leader  bound. 

Refplendant  far  that  holy  chief  behold  ! 

Afide  he  throws  the  facred  ftalF  of  gold 

And  wields  the  fpear  of  ftefel.     How  bold  advance 

The  numerous  Moors,  and  with  the  refted  lance 

Hem  round  the  trembling  Lufians.     Calm  and  bold 

Still  towers  the  prieft,  and  lo,  the  fkies  *  unfold  : 

Cheer'd  by  the  vifion  brighter  than  the  day 

The  Lufians  trample  down  the  dread  array 

Of  Hagar's  legions. :  on  the  reeking  plain 

Low  with  their  flaves  four  haughty  kings  lie  (lain. 

In  vain  Alcazar  rears  her  brazen  walls. 

Before  his  ruihing  hoft  Alcazar  falls. 

There,  by  his  altar,  now  the  hero  fhines. 

And  witli  the  warrior^s  palm  his  mitre  twines. 

t anJU^  thejkies  unfild-^**  Accords  fly,  when,  at  the  prayers  of  the  6iihop»  a 

ing  to  foBie  ancient  Portugueie  hiftones,  venerable  old  man,  cloathed  in  white,  with 

Don  Matthew,  Biihop  of  lifbon,  in  the  a  red  crofs  on  his  breaft,  appeared  in  the 

reign  of  Alonzo  I.  attempted  to  redace  AU  air.    The  miracle  difpelled  me  fears  of  the 

cazar,  thai  in  poffeffion  cSf  the  Moors.   His  Portugueie ;  the  Moors  were  defeated,  and 

troops  being  fuddenly  furrounded  by  a  no-  the  conqueft  of  Alcazar  crowned  the  vie- 

mcrous  party  of  the  enemy,  were  ready  to  lory."    Cafttra. 

That 
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That  chief  behold :  though  proud  Caftilia's  hoft 

He  leads,  his  birth  (hall  Tagus  ever  boaft. 

As  a  pent  flood  burfts  headlong  o'er  the  ftrand 

So  pours  his  fury  o'er  Algarbia's  land : 

Nor  rampired  town,  nor  caftled  rock  afford 

The  refuge  of  defence  from  Payo's  fword. 

By  night-veil'd  art  proud  Sylves  falls  his  prey, 

And  Tavila's  high  walls  at  middle  day 

Fcarlefs  he  fcales  :  her  ftreets  in  blood  deplore 

The  feven  brave  hunters  murdered  by  the  "  Moor, 

Thefe  three  bold  knights  how  dread !    Thro'  Spain  and  "  France 

At  juft  and  toumay  with  the  tilted  lance 

Viftors  they  rode :  Caftilia's  court  beheld 

Her  peers  overthrown ;  the  peers  with  rancour  fwell'd  : 

The  braveft  of  the  Three  their  fwords  furround  j 

Brave  Ribeir  ftrews  them  vanquifti'd  o'er  the  ground. 

Now  let  thy  thoughts,  all  wonder  and  on  fire. 

That  darling  fon  of  warlike  Fame  admire. 


■  '  her  Jlruts  in  blood  deplore  thefe  brave  unfortunates,  by  the  fack  of 

The/rven  bra've  hunters  murdered  by  the  Moor  Tavila,  where  hb.  jufl  rage  put  the  garrifon 

<«  Durine  a  truce  with  the  Moors,  fix  to  the  fword."     Caftera. 

cavaliers  of  3ie  order  of  St.  James  werei  ^  Tbefi  Three  bold  knights  ho*w  dread /-^^ 

while  on  a  hunting  party,  furrounded  and  Nothing  can  give  us  a  (Ironger  pidure  of 

killed  by  a  numerous  body  of  the  Moors.  the  romantic  character  of  their  age,  than 

During  the  fight,  in  which  the  gentlemen  the  manners  of  thefe  champions,  who  were 

fold   their  lives   dear,   a  common   carter,  gentlemen  of  birth ;  and  who,  in  the  true 

named  Garcias  Rodrigo,   who  chanced  to  fpirit  of  knight-errantry,  went  about  from 

pafs  that  way,  came  generoufly  to  their  af-  court  to  court  in  queft  of  adventures.  Their 

fiflance,  and  lod  his  life  along  with  them.  names  were,  Gon9alo  Ribeiro ;   Ferdando 

The  Poet,  in  giving  all  feven  the  fame  title,  Martinez  de  Santarene  ;  and  Vafco  Anez, 

ihcws  us  that  virtue  conlHtutes  true  nobility.  fofter-brother  to  Mary,  queen   of  Caftilc, 

Don  Payo  de  Correa,  grand  mailer  of  the  daughter  of  Alonzo  IV.  of  Portugal, 
prder  of  St.  James,  revenged  the  death  of 

ProftratQ 
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Proftrite  at  proud  Caftilia's  ihdMrch's  feet 

His  land  lies  trembling :  la,  the  nobles  meet : 

Softly  they  feem  to  breathe,  and  forward  bend 

The  fervile  neck ;  cadi  cjre  diftrufts  his  friend ; 

Fearful  each  tongtre  to  fpeak ;  each  bofom  cold : 

When  coloured  with  ftem  rage,  crtdi  and  bold 

The  hero  rifes  ;  Here  no  foreign  throne 

(hall  fix  its  bafe ;  my  native  king  alone 

Shall  reign ■        Then  rufhing  to  the  fight  he  leads; 

Low  vanquifli'd  in  the  duft  CaftiKa  bleeds. 

Where  proudeft  hope  might  d^efm  it  vam  to  darei 

God  led  him  on,  and  crown*d  the  glorious  war. 

Though  fierce  as  numerous  ate  the  hofls  that  dwell 

By  Betis'  ftream,  thefe  hofts  before  him  fell. 

The  fight  behold :  while  abfent  from  hk  bands. 

Preft  on  the  ftep  of  flight  his  army  ftands. 

To  call  the  chief  an  herald  fpeeds  away : 

Low  oh  hi3  knees  the  gallant  chief  furvey ! 

He  pours  his  foul,  with  lifted  hands  implores. 

And  heaven's  aflifting  arm,  infpired,  adores. 

Panting  and  pale  the  herald  urges  {feed : 

With  holy  truft  of  viiftory  decreed, 

Carclefs  he  anfwers.  Nothing  urgent  calls  : 

And  foon  the  bleeding  foe  bcfi)re  him  falls. 

Ta  Numa  thus  the  pale  Patricians  fled  j 

The  hoftile  fquadrons  o'er  the  kingdom  fpread, 

Uu  They 
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They  cry ;  unmoved  the  holy  king  replies. 
And  I,  behold,  am  offering  *  facrifice  ! 
Earneft  I  fee  thy  wondering  eyes  enquire 
Who  this  illuftrious  chief,  his  country's  fire  ? 
The  Lufian  Scipio  well  might  fpeak  his  ^  fame. 
But  nobler  Nunio  fliines  a  greater  name  : 
On  earth's  green  bofom,  or  on  ocean  grey> 
A  greater  never  ihall  the  Sun  furvey. 

Known  by  the  filver  crofs  and  fable  •  fhield 
Two  knights  of  Malta  there  command  the  field  » 
From  Tago's  banks  they  drive  the  fleecy  prey. 
And  the  tired  ox  lows  on  his  weary  way : 
When,  as  the  falcon  through  the  foreft  glade 
Darts  on  the  leveret,  from  the  brown-wood  (hade 
Darts  Roderic  on  their  rear  -,  in  fcatter'd  flight 
They  leave  the  goodly  herds  the  vigor's  right. 


*  jfnd  I,  heboUf  am  offering  facrifice'-^ 
This  line»  the  iimplicity  of  which,  I  chink, 
contains  great  dignity,  is  adopted  from 
Fanfliaw, 

And  I,  ye  fee,  am  offering  facrifice.— 

who  has  here  catched  the  ipirit  of  the  ori« 

ginal: 

A  quern  Ibe  a  dura  nova  ejfava  dando, 
Pou  eu  rejpondi  efiou  facnficando. 

i.  e.  To  whom  when  they  told  the  dreadful 
tidings,  «  And  I,  he  replies,  am  facrificing.'' 
The  piety  of  Numa  was  crowned  with  vic- 
tory. Vid.  Plot,  in  vit.  Num. 

y  The  Lufian  Scipio  nuell  might  /peak  his 
fame^ 
But  noller  Nunio  ^i>«  a  greater  name 
Cailera  juflly  obferves  the  happtnefs  with 


which  Camoens  introduces  the  name-of  this 
truly  great  man.  //  *va^  fays  he.  It  nommer 
tout  a  Pheure  a*vec  une  adrejfe  et  unt  magnifi" 
once  digne  d*unfi  beau/ujet. 

*  Twjo  knights  of  Malta-^Thek  knights 
were  firft  named  knights  Hofpitallars  of 
St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  afterwards  knights 
of  Rhodes,  from  whence  they  were  driven 
to  Meffina,  ere  Malta  was  aiGgned  to  them^ 
where  they  now  remain.  By  their  oath  of 
knighthood  they  are  bound  to  proteft  the 
Holy  Sepulchre  from  the  profanation  of  In- 
fidels ;  and  immediately  on  taking  this  oath, 
they  retire  to  their  colleges,  where  they  live  on 
their  revenues  in  all  the  idlenefs  of  monkiiK 
luxury.  Their  original  habit  was  black 
.with  a  white  crofs;  their  arms  Gules,  a 
Crofs,  Argent. 

Agaia 
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Again,  behold,  in  gore  he  bathes  his  fword  ; 

His  captive  friend,  to  liberty  '  reftor*d. 

Glows  to  review  the  caufe  that  wrought  his  woe. 

The  caufe,  his  loyalty  as  taintlefs  fnow. 

Here  Treafon's  well-earn'd  meed  allures  thine  eyes. 

Low  groveling  in  the  duft  the  Traytor  dies ; 

Great  Elvas  gave  the  blovv :  Again,  ^  behold. 

Chariot  and  fteed  in  purple  flaughter  roU'd  : 

Great  Elvas  triumphs  ;  wide  o'er  Xeres'  plain 

Around  him,  reeks  the  nobleft  blood  of  Spain, 

Here  Lifbon's  fpacious  harbour  meets  the  view  ; 
How  vaft  the  foe's,  the  Lufian  fleet  how  few  ! 
Caftcers  proud  war-fhips,  circling  round,  enclofe 
The  Lufian  galleys  ;  through  their  thunde^jng  rows. 
Fierce  prefling  on,  Pereira  fearlefs  rides. 
His  hooked  irons  grafp  the  Amm'ral's  fides  : 
Confufion  maddens  ;  on  the  dreadlefs  knight 
Caftilia's  navy  pours  its  gathered  might : 

■  Nh  captive  friend Before  John  L  thine  eyes — While  the  kingdom  of  t^ortugal 

raountcd  the  throne  of  Portugal,  one  Vafco  was  divided,  fome  holding  with  John  the 
Porcallo  was  governor  of  Villaviciofa.  Ro-  newly  eleded  king,  and  others  with  the 
deric  de  Landroal  and  his  friend  Alvarez  king  of  Caftile,  Roderic  Marin,  governor 
Cuytado,  having  difcovered  that  he  was  in  of  £ampo-Major,  declared  for  the  tatten 
the  intcreft  of  the  king  of  Caftile,  drove  Fernando  d'Elvas  endeavoured  to  gain  him 
him  from  his  town  and  fortrefs.  On  the  to  the  intereft  of  his  native  prince,  and  a 
eftablifhmenc  of  king  John,  Porcallo  had  conference,  with  the  ufual  aifurances  of 
the  art  to  obtain  the  favour  of  that  prince,  fafety,  was  agreed  to.  Marin,  at  this  meet- 
but  no  fooncr  was  he  re-in(latcd  in  the  gar-  ing,  feizcd  upon  Elvas,  and  fent  him  pri- 
rifon,  than  he  delivered  it  up  to  the  Cafti-  foner  to  his  caftle.  Elvas  having  recovered 
lians  ;  and  plundered  the  houfe  of  Cuytado,*  his  liberty,  a  few  days  after  met  his  enemy 
whom,  with  his  wife,  he  made  prifoner;  in  the  field,  whom  in  his  turn  he  made  cap- 
and  under  a  numerous  party,  ordered  to  be  tive ;  and  the  traiterous  Marin,  notwiih- . 
fent  to  OUven9a.  Roderic  de  Landroal^  (landing  the  endeavours  of  their  captain  to 
hearing  of  this,  attacked  and  defeated  the  fave  his  life,  met  the  reward  of  his  treafon 
cfcort,  and  fct  his  friend  at  liberty.  Caftera.  from  the  foldiers  of  Elvas.  Partly  from 
^  Here  trenfon^s  ■weli-earn*/!  meed  atlures  Cajlera* 

U  u  2  Pereira. 
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Pereira  dies,  their  felf^ll^ted  pHsy^ 
And  fafe  the  Lufian  galle^  f^teed  *  twtiji. 

Lo,  where  the  lemon-trees  from  yon  green  hill 
Throw  their  cool  fhadows  o'er  the  chryftal  rill ; 
There  twice  two  hundred  fierce  Caftilian  foes 
Twice  eight,  forlorn,  of  Lufian  race  enclofe : 
Forlorn  they  feem ;  but  taintlefs  flow'd  their  blood 
From  thofe  three  hundred  who  of  old  W|thA:ood, 
Withfl.ood,  and  from  a  thoufand  Romans  tore 
The  viftor-wreath,  what  time  the  *  fhepherd  bore 
The  leader's  ftaff*  of  Lufus  :  equal  •  Azmt 
Infpired  thefe  few,  their  viftory  the  ianie. 
Though  twenty  lances  brave  each  fihgle  fpear. 
Never  the  foes  fupeilor  niight  to  feir 
Is  our  inheritance,  our  native  rigtit. 
Well  tried,  well  pfoVed  ill  many  a  dreadful  fight. 

That  dauntlefs  earl  behold ;  on  Libya's  coaft. 
Far  from  the  fuccour  of  the  Lufian  ^  hoft, 

*  And  f aft  the  Lufian  galleys  fpeed  awaj.  were  obliged  at  times  ho  make  failles  to  the 

•-iA  nomerous  fleet  of  the  Caitilians  being  bottom  ofthe  hill  in  queft  of  it.     Seventeen 

on  their  way  to  lay  fiege  to  Lifbon,  Ruy  Portueuefe  thus  emnloyedy  were  gne  day  at* 

Fereyra,  the  Portugufe  commander,  feeing  tacked  by  four  hundrea  of  the  enemy«   They 

BO  poffibility  of  vi^ory»  boldly  attadced  the  made  a  brave  defence  and  happy  retreat  inta 

Spaniih  adxniral.   The  fury  of  his  onfet  put  their  fortrefs.    Cafiera. 

the  Caftilians  in  diforder,  and  allowed  the  '  Far  from  the  fuccour  of  the  Lufian  bofi^^ 

Portugiiefe  galleys  a  fafe  efcape.    In  this  When  AlonzoV.  took  Ceuta,  Don  Pedro  de 

brave  piece  of  fcrvice  the  gallant  Pereyra  Menezes»  was  the  only  officer  in  thie  army 

loft  his  life.     Caftera.  who  was  willing  to  become  governor  of  that 

^  —  /ifr/^f/A^r^/— Viriatus.  fortrefs;  which»  on  account  of  tl^  uncer- 

«          eaual  flame  ir^fpired  thefe  frw  tainty  of  fuccour  from  Portugal,  and  the 

The  CafHlians  having  laid  fiege  to  Almada,  earned  defire  of  the  Moors  to  regain  it» 

1  fortrefs  on  a  mountain  near  Lifbon,  the  *  was  deemed  untenable.    He  gallantly  dc- 

garrifon,  in  the  utmoft  diflreia  for  water,  fended  his  po$  in  two  fevere  fieges. 

Twice 
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Twice  hard  bcfi^gcd  he  holds  the  CevLtAn  towers 
Againft  the  banded  might  of  Afric's  powers. 
That  •  other  earl ; — behold  the  port  he  bore. 
So  trod  ftcrn  Mars  on  Thracia's  hills  of  yore. 
What  groves  of  (pears  Alcazar's  gates  furround  ! 
There  Afric's  nations  blacken  o*er  the  ground. 
A  thoufand  enfigns  glittering  to  the  day 
Hie  waining  ttioon's  llant  filver  horns  difplay. 
In  vain  their  rage ;  no  gate,  no  turret  falls. 
The  brav^  De  Vian  guards  Alcazar's  walls. 
In  hopekfs  conflid:  loft,  his  king  appears  5 
Amid  the  thickeft  of  the  Moorifh  fpears 
Plunges  bold  Vian :  in  the  glorious  ftrife 
He  dies,  and  dying  faves  his  fotereign*s  life. 

Uluftrious,  lo,  two  brother-heroes  fhine. 
Their  birth,  their  deeds,    adorn  the  royal  line ; 
To  every  king  of  princely  Europe  known  \ 
In  every  court  the  gallant  Pedro  fhone. 
The  glorious  '  Henry  —  kindling  at  his  name 
Behold  my  failors*  eyes  all  fparkle  flame  ! 

^  TTfat  other  iorl He  was  the  it&tural  xnoft  everv  coiitt  of  Eurojpe,  bot  he  prind* 

fon  of  Don  Pedro  de  Menezes.     Alonzo  V.  pally    diftinguiihed    hinxielf  in  Germany  > 

one  day  having  rode  out  from  Ceuta  with  a  where»  under  the  ftandards  of  the  emperor 

few  attendants  was  attacked  by  a  numeroos  Sigifmond,  he  iignalifed  his  valour  in  the 

party  of  the  Moors,  when  De  Vian»  and  war  againft  the  Turks.     Caftna. 
lome  others  under  him,  iat  the  expence  of  «  Tbt  glorious  Hemy        In  purfuance  of 

their  own  lives,  purchafed  the  fafe  retitat  the  reafon>  afligned  in  the  preface,  the  tran- 

of  their  fovereign.  flator  has  here  taken  the  liberty  to  make  a 

'  two  brother-heroes  Jhine  The  tranfpofition    in   the  order  of  his  author. 

fons  of  John  I.    Don  Pedro  was  called  the  In  Camoens,  Don  Pedro  de  Menezes,  and 

UlyiTes  of  his  a^e,  on  account  both  of  his  his  fon  De  Vian,  conclude  the  defcription  of 

eloquence  and  his  voyages.  Hevifited  al-  the  pidured  enfigns.  Don  Henry,  the  greateft 

man 
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Henry  the  chief,  who  firft,  by  heaven  infpired. 
To  deeds  unknown  before,  the  failor  fired. 
The  confcious  failor  left  the  fight  of  fliore. 
And  dared  new  oceans  never  ploughed  before. 
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man  perhaps  that  ever  Portugal  prodaced, 
has  certainly  the  beil  title  to  clofe  this  pro- 
ceflion  of  the  Luiian  heroes.  And  as  he  was 
the  father  of  navigation,  particularly  of  the 
voyage  of  Gama,  to  fum  up  the  narrative 
with  his  encomium,  it  may  be  hoped  hat 
even  fomc  critical  propriety.  It  remains 
now  to  make  a  few  observations  on  this 
fceming  epifode  of  Camoens.  The  (hield 
of  Achilles  has  had  many  imitators,  Tome 
in  one  degree,  others  in  another.  The  imi- 
tation of  Aribfto,  in  the  XXXIII  canto  of  his 
Orlando  Furiofo,  is  moft  fancifiilly  ingenious ; 
and  on  this  undoubtedly  the  Portuguefe  poet 
had  his  eye.  Pharamond  king  of  Prance, 
having  refolved  to  conquer  Italy,  defires  the 
fricndihip  of  Arthur  king  of  Britain.  Ar- 
thur fends  Merlin  the  magician  to  aflifl  him 
with  advice.  Merlin  by  his  fupematural 
art  raifes  a  fumptuous  hall,  t)n  the  fides  of 
which  all  the  future  wars,  unfortunate  to 
the  French  in  their  invaiions  of  Italy,  are 
painted  in  colours  exceeding  the  pencils 
of  the  greatcft  mafters.  A  defcription  of 
thefe  pidures,  an  epifode  much  longer  than 
this  of  Camoens,  is  given  to  the  heroine 
Bradamant,  by  the  knight  who  kept  the 
calUe  of  Sir  Triftram,  the  place  where  the 
inchantcd  hall  remained.  But  though  the 
poetry  be  pleafmg,  the  whole  fidlion,  unlefs 
to  amufe  the  warlike  lady,  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  adion  of  the  poem.  Unity  of 
deiign  however,  is  neither  claimed  by  Arioflo 
in  the  exordium  of  his  work,  nor  attempted 
in  the  execution.  An  examination  therefore 
of  the  conduct  of  Homer  and  Virgil  will  be 
more  applicable  to  Camoens.  To  give  a 
landfcapc  of  the  face  of  the  country  which 
is  the  fcene  of  a6Uon,  or  to  defcribe  the 
heroes  and  their  armour,  are  the  becoming 
ornaments  of  an  epic  Dem.  Milton's  beau- 
tiful defcription  of  Euen,  and  the  admirable 
painting  of  the  (hield  of  Achilles,  arc  like 
the  embroider)'  of  a  fuit  of  cloaths,  a  part 
of  the  fubjcdt,  and  injure  not  the  graceful- 
nefs  of  the  make  ;  or  in  other  words,  deftroy 
not  the  unity  of  the  a^on.    Yet  Jet  it  be 


obferved,  that  admirable  as  diey  are,  the 
pictures  on  the  (hield  of  AchiUes,  confidettd 
by  themfelvet,  have  no  relation  to  the  adion 
of  the  Iliad.  If  fix  of  the  apartments  may 
be  faid  to  roufe  the  hero  to  war,  the  other 
fix  may'  with  equal  jufiice  be  called  an  ob- 
vious admonition  or  a  charge  to  torn  huf* 
bandman.  In  that  part  of  the  Eneid  where 
Virgil  greatly  improves  upon  his  matter,  in 
the  vifions  of  his  future  race  which  Anchi{es 
gives  to  Eneas  in  Elyflom,  the  bofineft  of 
the  poem  is  admirably  fuflaioed,  and  the 
hero  is  infpired  to  encounter  every  danger  on 
the  view  of  fo  gre^t  sl  reward.  The  de- 
fcription of  the  (hield  of  Eneas  however  is 
Itfs  connected  with  the  condud  of  the  fable. 
Virgil  indeed  intended  that  his  poem  (hoald 
contain  all  the  honours  of  his  country,  and 
has  therefore  charged  the  (hield  of  his  hero 
with  what  parts  of  the  Roman  hiftory  wei« 
omitted  in  the  viiion  of  Elyfium.  Bat  (b 
foreign  are  thefe  pidures  to  the  war  with 
Tumus,  that  the  poet  himfelf  tells  us  Eneas 
was  ignorant  of  the  hiilory  which  they  con- 
tained. 

Talia^  per  clypeum  Vulcantj  dona  parentis 
Miratur:  rerumque  ignarus  imagine  gaudet* 

Thefe  obfervations,  which  the  tranflator 
believes  have  efcaped  the  critics,  were  fug- 
gelled  to  him  by  the  condu^l  of  Camoens, 
whofe  defiffn,  like  that  of  Virgil, was  to  write 
a  poem  which  might  contain  all  the  triumphs 
of  his  country.  As  the  (hield  of  Eneas  (up- 
plies  what  could  not  be  introduced  in  the 
vi(ion  of  Elyfium,  fo  the  enfiens  of  Gama 
complete  the  purpofe  of  the  third  and  fourth 
Lufiads.  The  ufe  of  that  long  epifode,  the 
convcrfation  with  the  king  of  Mclinda,  and 
its  connexion  with  the  (ubjcft,  have  been 
already  obfcrved.  The  feeming  epifode  of 
the  pidlures,  while  it  fulfils  the  promife, 

^nd  all  my  count ry^s  *wars  the  fong  adorn^-^ 

is  alfo  admirably  connefted  wirh  the  conduct 
of  the  poem.  The  Indians  naturally  defire 
to  be  informed  of  the  country,  the  hiftory, 

and 
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The  various  wealth  of  every  diftant  land 

He  bade  his  fleets  explore,  his  fleets  command. 

The  ocean's  great  Difcoverer  he  ftiines  ^ 

Nor  lefs  his  honours  in  the  martial  lines : 

The  painted  flag  the  cloud-wrapt  fiege  difplays. 

There  Ceuta's  rocking  wall  its  truft  betrays. 

Black  yawns  the  breach  ;  the  point  of  many  a  fpear 

Gleams  through  the  fmoke  j  loud  fliouts  aflound  the  ear. 

Whofe  ftep  firft  trod  the  dreadful  pafs  ?  whofe  fword 

Hew'd  its  dark  way,  firft  with  the  foe  begored  ? 

.*Twas  thine,  O  glorious  Henry,  firft  to  dare 

The  dreadful  pafs,  and  thine  to  clofe  the  war. 


and  power  of  their  foreign  vifitort,  and  Pau- 
lui  (ets  it  before  their  eyes.  In  every  pro- 
greffion  of  the  fcenery  the  bniinefs  of  the 
poem  advances.  The  regent  and  his  atten- 
dants are  flnick  with  the  warlike  grandeur 
and  power  of  the  (hangers,  and  to  accept  of 
their  friendihip»  or  to  prevent  the  forerun- 
ners of  fo  martial  a  nation  to  carry  home 
the  tidings  of  the  difcovery  of  India,  becomes 
the  great  objedl  of  their  confideration.  And 
from  the  paflions  of  the  Indians  and  Moors, 
thus  agitated,  the  great  cataflrophe  of  the 
Lufiad  is  bodi  naturally  and  artfully  pro- 
duced. 

As  every  reader  is  not  a  critic  in  poetry, 
to  fome  perhaps  the  expreflions 

And  the  tired  ox  lows  on  his  weary  way  — 

I  loud  (houts  allound  the  car— 

And  the  abrupt  fpeech  of  an  enraged  war* 
rior,  afcribed  to  a  pidlure, 

I   »       Here  no  foreign  throne 
Shall  fix  its  bafe,  m)  native  king  alone 
Shall  reign- 
may  appear  as  unwarrantable.    This  how- 
ever, let  them  be  affured,  is  the  language  of 
the  genuine  fpirit  of  poetry,  when  the  pro- 
duAions  of  the  fifter  mufe  are  the  objed  of 
defcription.     Let  one  ycry  bold  inflance  of 
this  appear  in  the  pidure  of  the  dance  of  the 


youths  and  mudens  on  the  (hield  of  Achllles» 
thus  faithfully  rendered  by  Mr.  Pope ; 

Now  all  at  once  they  rife,  at  once  defcend. 
With  well-taught  feet :  now  ihape,  in  oblique 

ways, 
ConfusMly  regular,  the  moving  maze  : 
Now  forth  at  once,  too  fwift  for  fight  they  fpring. 
And  undiftinguifhM  blend  the  flying  ring : 
So  whirls  a  wheel,  in  giddy  circles  toft, 
And  rapid  as  it  runs,  the  (ingle  fpokes  are  loft« 
The  gazing  multitudes  admire  around  : 
Two  a£livc  tumblers  in  the  center  bound ; 
Now  high,  now  low,  their  pliant  limbs  they 
bend  : 

*  And  gcn'ral  fongs  the  fprightly  revel  end. 

II.  XVIII. 
Sometimes  when  defcribing  a  piAure,  poetry 
will  fay,  the  figures  /eem  to  move,  to  trem- 
ble, or  to  fmg.  Homer  has  once  or  twice, 
on  the  fhield  of  his  hero,  given  this  hint  how 
to  underfbind  him.    But  often  to  repeat  the 

.  qualification  were  quite  oppofite  to  the 
bold  and  free  fpirit  of  pocfy,  which  de- 
lights in  perfonincation,  and  in  eiving  life 
and  paflion  to  every  thing  it  defcnbes.  It  is 
owin?  to  the  fuperior  force  of  this  fpirit, 
toother  with  the  more  beautiful  colouring 
of^its  lahdfcape-views,  that  the  (hield  of 
Achilles,  in  poetical  merit,  fo  greatly  excels 
the  buckler  of  Eneas,  though  the  divine  work- 
man of  the  latter,  had  the  former  as  a  pattern 
before  him. 

Taught 
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Taught  by  his  might,  and  bumbled  in  her  gore 
The  boaftful  pride  of  Afric  towered  no  more. 

Numerous  though  thefe,  more  numerous  warriors  fhine 
Th'  illuftrious  glory  of  the  Lufian  line. 
But  ah,  forlorn,  what  fhame  to  barbarous  ^  pride  ! 
Friendlefs  the  mafter  of  the  pencil  died  ; 
Immortal  fame  his  deathkfs  labours  gave  ; 
Poor  man.  He  funk  neglected  to  the  grave  t 

The  gallant  Paulus  faithful  thus  explained 
The  various  deeds  the  pidured  flags  contained. 
Still  o'er  and  o'er,  and  fkiU  ag^  untired^ 
The  wondering  Regent  of  the  wars  enquired ; 
Still  wondering  heard  the  various  pleaiing  tale, 
Till  o'er  the  decks  cold  fighed  the  evening  gale : 
The  falling  darknefs  dimm'd  the  eaft^rn  fhore. 
And  twilight  hover'd  o'er  the  billows  hoar 
Far  to  the  weft,  when  with  his  noble  band 
The  thoughtful  Regent  fought  his  native  ftrand. 


*  But  ahtforlern^  what  Jhame  uharbarous  ginaiy  painter,  the  Luilan  poet  gives  us  the 

jride-'    ■■In  the  original^  pi^re  of  his  own,  and  refentment  wnmg 

Mas  faltamlbes  pined,  fabamlbes  c^Wp  ^^  impropriety  from  him.     The  fpirit  of 

Honra.prcmio,  favor,  quiosartis  criao.  ^^  complaint  however  is  prcfcrvcd  in  the 

**  But  the  pencil  was  wanting,  coloors  wew  tranflation.     The  couplet, 

••wanting,   honour,   reward,    favour,    the  Immortal  fame  his  dcathlcfs  labours  gave  i 

•«  nouriflicrf  of  the  arts.'*    This  fecmed  to  P^«^ "»»"»  ^e  funk  negleaed  to  the  grave  ! 

*the  tranflator  as  an  impropriety,  and  con-  is  not  in  the  original.    It  is  the  fi^h  of  in- 

trary  to  the  purpofe  of  the  whole  fpeech  of  dignation  over  the  unworthy  fate  m  the  on- 

Paulus,  which  was  to  give  the  Catual  a  high  happy  Camoens, 


idea  of  PortngaL    In  the  fate  of  the  ima« 


O'er 
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O'er  the  tall  mountam-foreft^s  waving  bdughs 
Ailant  the  new  momi'f  flendcr  haras  arofei 
Near  her  pale  chariot  itionc  a  twinkling  ftar^ 
And,  fave  the  mormuring  of  theWiive  iifftfi 
Deep-brooding  filence  relgn'd ;  ea6h  labour  dofed. 
In  fleep's  foft  arms  the  fons  of  toil  repofed. 
And  now  no  more  the  moon  her  gltmpibs  ihed, 
A  fudden  black-wing'd  doud  the  fky  o^'erfjiread, 
A  fullen  murmur  through  the  woodland  groan'd. 
In  woe-fwolh  iighs  the  hollow  winds  beihoan'd ; 
Borne  on  the  plaintive  gale  a  pattering  (howcr, 
Increafed  the  horrors  of  the  evil  hour. 
Thus  when  the  great  Earthihdcer  rocks  the  ground. 
He  gives  the  prelude  in  a  dreary  found ; 
O'er  Nature's  face  a  horrid  gloom  he  throws. 
With  difmal  note  the  cock  unufual  crows, 
A  fhrill-voictd  howling  trembles  thro'  the  air 
As  pafling  ghofts  were  weeping  in  defpair  ; 
In  difmal  yells  the  dogs  confefs  their  fear. 
And  (hivering  own  fome  dreadful  prefence  near. 
So  lower'd  the  night,  the  fullen  howl  the  fame, 
And  mid  the  black- wing'd  gloom  ftern  Bacchus  came ; 
The  form  and  garb  of  Hagar's  ibn  he  took. 
The  ghoft-like  afpea>  and  the  threatening  *  look. 

*  The  ghoft'Uke  qfptff  and  tbt  threateniitg        trux  aJ^eBus  it  mox  UrrlhiUi^  of  a  fierce 
Uok. — Mohammed,  by  all  hifiorians,  is  de-       thrtateoing  afpedy  voice,  and  demeanour. 
Tcribed  as  of  a  pale  Uvid  compfaadon,  and 

X  X    ~  Then 
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Then  o'er  the  pillow  of  a  furious  prieft^ 

Whofe  burning  zeal  the  Koran's  lore  profeft^ 

Revealed  he  ftoo^  confpicuous  in  a  dream» 

His  femblance  fhining  as  the  moon's  pale  gleam  : 

And  guard,  he  cries,  my  fon,  O  timely  guard. 

Timely  defeat  the  dreadful  fnare  prepared: 

And  canft  thou  carelcfs  unafFeAed  ileep. 

While  thefe  ftern  lawlefs  rovers  of  the  deep 

Fix  on  thy  native  fhore  a  foreign  throne. 

Before  whofe  fteps  thy  lateft  race  fhall  groan ! 

He  fpoke ;  cold  horror  (hook  the  Mooriih  prieft  ; 

He  wakes,  but  foon  reclines  in  wonted  reft: 

An  airy  phantom  of  the  flumbering  brain 

He  deem'd  the  vifion ;  when  the  Fiend  again, 

With  fterner  mien  and  fiercer  accent  fpoke ; 

Oh  faithlefs  !  worthy  of  the  foreign  yoke  ! 

And  knoweft  thou  not  thy  prophet  fent  by  heaven. 

By  whom  the  Koran's  facrcd  lore  was  given, 

God's  chiefeft  gift  to  men :  And  mufl  I  leave 

The  bowers  of  Paradife,  for  you  to  grieve. 

For  you  to  watch,  while  thoughtlefs  of  your  woe 

Ye  fleep,  the  carelefs  vidlims  of  the  foe  % 

The  foe,  whole  rage  will  foon  with  cruel  joy. 

If  unoppofed,  ray  facred  flirines  deftroy. 

Then  while  kind  heaven  th'  aufpicious  hour  beftows. 

Let  every  nerve  their  infant  ftrength  oppofe. 

When 
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When  foftly  ufhcrcd  by  the  mUky  *  dawn 

The  fun  firft  rifcs  o'er  the  daiiied  lawn 

His  filver  luAre^  as  the  fliining  dew 

Of  radiance  mild,  unhurt  the  eye  may  view  ; 

But  when  on  high  the  noon-tide  flaming  rays 

Give  all  the  force  of  living  fire  to  Maze, 

A  giddy  darknefs  ftrikes  the  conquered  fight, 

That  dares  in  all  his  glow  the  Lord  of  light. 

Such,  if  on  India's  foil  the  tender  ihoot 

Of  thefe  proud  cedars  fix  the  ftubborn  root. 

Such  (hall  your  power  before  them  fink  decay'd. 

And  India's  ftrength  fhall  wither  in  their  fhade. 

He  fpokc ;  and  inftant  from  his  vot'ry's  bed 
Together  with  repofe,.  the  daemon  fled  j 

*  Whmfifily  ujbir^d  by  the  milky  darwn  $arriere  lumimfu/e^  bf  ^wfis  ray9ns  ripandent 

Vhi  fun  fir  ft  rifts*         **  I  deceive  myielf  Us  ardeurs  du  midif  on  taehtrtit  en  vain  dt 

grrady,  fays  Camera,  if  thii  fimile  is  not  the  Penvifagtri  un  prompt  aveuglemtnt  feroit  h 

moil  noble  and  the  moft  natural  that  can  be  prix  dt  cette  audaa. 

found  in  any  poem.    It  has  been  imitated  ^,       .         .    .     ,       ... 

by  the  Spaniih  comedian,  the  iUuftrious  Lo-  Thus  elegantly  m  the  ongmal ; 
pcz  de  Vega,  in  his  comedy  of  Orpheus  and  Era  quanto  he  fraca  a  for^a  dcfta  gente, 

Eurydice,  A€i  I.  Scene  I.  Ordena  cotno  em  tudo  fe  refifta, 

Elfol  aJ  Manecerj         ^^  p^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  f^^  ^^^^  ^  aixicnte, 

/  quando  fe  tncsendit  no.  8e  a  ag\ideza  dos  olhoi  o  conquifta 

Cadera  adds  a  very  loofe    tranflation  of  Tao  cega  fica,  quando  ficareis, 

thefe  Spani(h  lines  in  Fi«nch  verfe.     The  Se  raizes  criar  Ihe  nao  tolheis. 

Hteral  EngUih  is,  Js  the  fun  «^  \  j^^^eld  ^^^  ^^^  \,xm\At&  by  Fanftiaw  ; 

at  its  rifing^  but  nuhen  t.luftrtoujly  ktndjed^  ^         ..,«..           ,  .    ^v 

cannot.     Naked  however   us  this  is,   the  ^f>^  ^>«'ft  «^«  P«opl« «  Arength.is  not  yet 

imitation  of  Camoens  \.^^^.^^^^         *        ThifJThow  ye  may  refift  them  by  all  ways, 

tera  u  fo  very  bdd  in  his  encomium  of  thu  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^Ju  in  his  nonage  vt. 

fine  fimile  of  the  fun,  it  is  but  ^uftice  to  add  upon  hit  momis^  beaMty  Men  may  gaze  5 

his  tranflation  of  it,  together  with  the  ongi*  g^j  i^^  y^\^  once  up  to  his  xemtb  eit, 

nal  Portueucfe,  and  the  tranflation  of  Fan*  He  ftrikes  them  A/isk/ with  his  nurUtan  rays  \ 

ihaw.     Thus  the  French  tranflator.  So  blind  will  ye  be,  if  ye  look  not  too't, 

Lesyeux  peuvent  foutenir  la  clarte  dufoliil  If  ye  permit  thefe  eedors  lo  lake  root. 
naiffantt  mais  UrJfquUl  s'eft  avaneS  dans  fa 

X  X  2  A^lii 
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Again  cold  horror  /hook  the  zealot's  hixMy 
And  all  his  hatred  of  MefUak's  name 
Burn*d  in  his  vcnom'd  heart,  i^ile  vei^d  in  night 
Right  to  the  palace  fped  the  dasnjiGn's  flights 
Sleeplefs  the  king  he  found  m  dubiousi  tfaoi]|tht ; 
His  confcious  fraud  a  thou^Mid  terrors  brought : 
All  gloomy  as  the  hour^  arooNidi  him^  ftand 
With  haggard  looka  th^lioacjr  magi  *  band  ; 
To  trace  what  fates  on  Indian's  wide  domain 
Attend  the  rovers  from  unheard  of  Spain, 
Prepared  in  dark  futurity- to  prove 
The  hell-taught  rituals  of  infernal  Jove  : 
Muttering  their  charms  and  fpells  of  dreary  found. 
With  naked  feet  they  beat  the  hollow  ground  ; 
Blue  gleams  the  altar's  flame  along  the  walls. 
With  difnaal  hollow  groans  the  vidfcim  falls; 
With  earneft  eyes  the  prieftly  band  explore 
The  entrails  throbbing  in  the  living  gore. 
And  lo,  permitted  by  the  power  divine. 
The  hovering  daemon  gives  the  dreadful  "  fign. 


1 


■  ■  ■           Around  him  fta  id  The  Brahmins   are  new:  amoig  noden^ 

With  haggard  looks  the  ho^ry  magi  hmd^Og>  writen  called-  Magi« 

the  Brahminfy  the  diviners  of  Lidia     Anir  ■**  The  holering  d^tmom  giine  the  dreadful 

mianus  MarQellintts>  L  23,  fays,  that;  the  Jign, — This  has  an  alltiiioii  to  the  truth  o€ 

Perfian  Magi  derived  their  knowledge  from  hiftpry.  Barros  relates,  that«n>  Augmr  beio^ 

the  Brachmanes  of  India.     And  Arrianuss  broQgbt-  before  the  Zamoirbn,.  **^  Em  hum 

L  7.  exprefly  gives  the  Brahmins  the  name  *va/o  de  agua  Vhe  moftrara  bunai  aaatp  qum 

of  Magi.   The  Magi  of  India,  fays  he,  told  vi«  ham.de  muj  hnge  para,a  India^  efme  a 

Alexander  on  his  pretenfions  to  divinity,  that  gente  d*eUas  fetia  total  difiruifom .  dn  Hou^ 

in  every  thing  he.  was  like  other  men,  except  roi  df  aquellas  partes.    In  a  vefiel.  of  water 

that  <  he  took  left^  Kft,  and  did  more  xnifchicE  he:  fllKewed  him  fome  ihips  whicb.  from  a 

gacmt 


^ 
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Here  furious  War  her  gleamy  faulchiop  draws. 

Here  lean  ribb'd  Famine  writhes  her  felling  jaws ; 

Dire  as  the  fiery  peftilentiai  ftar 

Darting  his  eyes,  high  on  his  trophied  car 

Stern  Tyranny  fweeps  wide  o*er  India's  ground. 

On  vulture  wings  fierce  Rapine  hovers  round ; 

Ills  after  ills,  and  India's  fetter'd  might, 

Th'  eternal  yoke— loud  ftirieking  at  the  "  fight 

The  ftarting  wizards  from  the  dtar  fly. 

And  filent  horror  glares  in  every  eye  : 

Pale  flands  the  Monarch,  loft  in  cold  difmay. 

And  now  impatient  waits  the  lingering  day. 

With  gloomy  a^<a  rofe  the  lingering  dawn,. 
And  dropping  tears  flowed  flowiy  o'er  the  lawn ; 
The  Moorifh  Prieft  with  fear  and  vengeance  fraught,.. 
Soon  as  the  light  appeared  his  kinged  fought  -, 

great  diilance  came  to  Indla»  the  people  of  the  heroet  of  the  Lufiad,  and  the  fruits  of" 

which  would  effefl  the  utter  fubverfion  of  the  theirdilbbvery.     A  little  confideration  how^ 

Moors."    Camoens  has  certainly  chofcn  a  ever  will  vindicate  Camoens.     It  is  the 

more  poetical  method  of  defcribing  this  Daemon  and  the  enemies  of  the  Portugoefe- 

divination*  a  method  in  the  fpirit  of  Virgil ;  who  procure  this  divination ;  every  thing  in 

nor  in  this  is  he  inferior  to  hb^at  maf-  it  is  dreadful,  on  purpofe  to  determine  the 

ter.    The  fupematural  flame  wmch  feizes  Zamorim  to  deftroy  the  fleet  of   Gama. 

on  Lavinia,  while  aflifling  at  the  facrifice»  in  a  former  prophecy  of  the  conqueft-  or 

alone  excepted,    every  other  part  of  the  India,  (when  Uie  Catual  defcribes  the  (culp- 

augury  of  Latinus,  and  his  dieam  in  the  ture  of  the  royal  palace)  our  poet  has  been 

Albunean  foreft,  whither  he  went  to  confok  careful  to  afcribe  the  happieft  effsds  to  the 

his  anceftor  the  god  Fauniu^  in  dignity  and  diicoveiy  of  his  heroes : 

poetical  colouring,   cannot  come  in  com-  .   ,  .  ^  ..       ..       ,    ... 

parifon  with  the  divination  of  the  Magi^        |*"!I'^^  ^^^  m*^'7*  ?  "*  ^'  r^n^ 
*^  J    .  ^       ^     r -.1.     Tfc  •    ^tl         Proud  of  her  Tiaofiliwt  thrice  h*ppjefljjd*afi6ilcd. 

and  the  appearance  of  the  Dxmon  m  tlie  '^'^ 

dream  of  the  Moorifh  pricfl.  Would*  to  God  this  may  come  to  pafs  !  But 

^  Th*  ettrnal  joke-^'Ynu  picture,  it  may       the  prophecy  of  the  Devil  has  hitherto,  alas» 

|£rhaps  be  faid^  is  but  a  bad  compliment  to       been  the  true  one. 

Appall'd 
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Appaird  and  trembling  with  ungenerous  fear. 
In  fecf et  council  met,  his  tale  they  hear ; 
As  chcck'd  by  terror  or  impelled  by  hate 
Of  ^ various  means  they  ponder  and  debate, 
Againft  the  Lufian  train  what  arts  employ, 
By  force  to  flaughter,  or  by  fraud  deftroy ; 
Now  black,  now  pale,  their  bearded  cheeks  appear, 
As  boiling  rage  prevailed,  or  boding  fear ; 
Beneath  their  (hady  brows  their  eye-balls  roll. 
Nor  one  foft  gleam  befpeaks  the  generous  foul ; 
Through  quivering  lips  they  draw  their  panting  breath. 
While  their  dark  fraud  decrees  the  works  of  death  i 
Nor  unrefolved  the  power  of  gold  to  try 
Swift  to  the  lordly  Catual's  gate  they  hie       ■    ■ 
Ah,  what  the  wifdom,  what  the  (leeplefs  care 
Efficient  to  avoid  the  traytor*8  fnare  ! 
What  human  power  can  give  a  king  to  know 
The  fmiling  afpedt  of  the  lurking  foe  ! 
So  let  the  tyrant  •  plead— the  patriot  king 
'  Knows  men,  knows  whence  the  patriot  virtues  fpring ; 
From  inward  worth,  from  confcience  firm  and  bold. 
Not  from  the  man  whofe  honeft  name  is  fold, 

•  So  lit  the  tyrant  plead In  this  (hoft  Lwrtd  ivas  the  Regent  with  the  Mcorijh  gdd^ 

declamation,  a  feemine  excrefcence,  the  bo-  •    l       m    •        i       «  «       v  i    j    t 

{,iit{^  of  the  poem  in  reality  i.  carried  on.  '*  happily  introduced  by  the  manly  decla- 

The  ZamorimVand  his  prime  miniftfcr,  the  .  "^J^^f^  reflcOions  which  immediately  pre- 
C^toal,  are  artfully  charadterifcd  in  it ;  and  *  *^' 


the  aflcrtion 


He 
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He  hopes  that  virtue,  whofe  unaltered  weight 
Stand?  fixt,  unvcering  with  the  ftorms  of  ftate. 

Lured  was  the  Regent  with  the  Moorifli  gold. 
And  now  agreed  their  fraudful  courfe  to  hold. 
Swift  to  the  king  the  Regent's  fleps  they  tread ; 
The  king  they  found  o*erwhclm'd  in  facred  dread • 
The  word  they  take,  their  ancient  deeds  relate. 
Their  ever  faithful  fervice  of  the  '  ftate  ; 
For  ages  long,  from  fhore  to  diftant  fhore 
For  thee  our  ready  keels  the  traffic  bore : 
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9  The  Moors- 


'-their  ancient  deeth 


relate^ 
Their  e^er  faithful  fervice  of  the  flate^^Pin 
(explanation  of  the  word  Moor  is  here  necef- 
iary.  When  the  Eaft  afforded  no  more  field 
for  the  fword  of  the  conqueror^  the  Sara- 
cens, ailifted  by  thelVloors,  who  had  em- 
l)raced  their  religion,  laid  the  fineft  coun- 
tries  in  Europe  in  blood  and  defolatipn.  As 
their  various  embarkations  were  from  the 
•empire  of  Morocco,  the  Europeans  gave 
jthe  name  of  Moors  to  all  the  profeflbrs  of 
t\it  Mohammedan  religion.  In  the  fame 
manner  the  eailern  nations  blended  all  the 
.armies  of  the  Crufaders  under  one  appella- 
tion, and  the  Franks^  of  whom  the  army 
iof  Godfrey  was  moil^  compofed,  became 
their  comoion  name  for  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Weft.  The  appellation  evea  reached 
China.  When  the  Portuguefe  firft  arrived 
in  that  Empire,  the  Chinefe  foftening  ^ 
V  into  1,  called  both  them  and  their  can- 
non, by  the  name  of  FJanks^  a  oame 
which  is  iiill  retained  at  Canton,  and 
other  ports  of  the  Chiuefe  dominions. 
Before  the  arrival  of  Gaina,  as  already  6b- 
/erved,  all  the  traffic  of  the  Eaft,  from  the 
^Ethiopian  fide  of  Africa  to  China,  was  in 
tlie  hands  of  Arabia^  Mohammedans,  who^ 
•without  incorporating  with  the  pagan  na^ 
♦ives,  had  their  colonics  eftablilhed  in  every 
Qcunuy  0ommodiou6  for  commerce.     Thcfe 


the  Portu^oefe  called  Moon ;  and  at  prefeat 
the  Mohammedans  of  India,  are  called  the 
Moors  of  Hindoftan  by  the  lateft  of  oar 
Englifh  writers.  TheintelH^nce  thefeMoon 
gave  to  one  another,  relative  to  the  anions 
of  Gama,  the  general  terror  with  which 
they  beheld  the  appearance  of  Europeans, 
whofe  rivalihip  they  dreaded  as  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  iheir  power ;  the  various  frauds  and 
arts  they  eniployed  to  prevent  the  return  of 
one  man  of  Gama^s  fleet  to  Europe,  and  their 
threat  to  withdraw  from  the  dominions  of 
the  Zamorim,  are  all  according  to  the  truth 
of  hiftory.  The  (beeches  of  the  Zamorim 
and  of  Gama,  which  follow,  are  al(b  founded 
in  truth.  They  are  only  poetical  paraphrafes 
of  the  fpeeches  afcribed  by  Oforius,  to  the 
Indian  fovereiga  and  the  Portuguefe  ad- 
tmiral.  Where  the  dibje^l  was  &  happtfy 
adapted  to  the  epic  Mufe,  to  negledt  it  would 
have  been  reprehensible  :  aad  Camoens,  not 
unjuftly,  thought,  that  the  reality  of  bit 
tero's  adventures  gave  a  dignity  to  his  poem* 
When  Gama,  in  his  difcourfe  with  the  kine 
of  Melinda,  finifhcs  the  defcription  of  his 
voyage,  he  makes  a  fpirited  apoftrophe  to 
Homer  and  Virgil ;  and  aiferts,  that  the 
adventures  which  he  had  adlually  expe- 
rienced, greatly  exceeded  all  the  wonders  of 
their  fables.  Camoens  jalfb,  in  other  parts 
of  the  poem,  avails  himfelf  of  the  fame 
alfertion. 

For 
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For  thee  we  dared  each  horror  of  the  wave  i 

Whatever  thy  treafures  boaft  our  labours  gave. 

And  wilt  thou  now  confer  our  long-carn'd  due. 

Confer  thy  favour  on  a  lawlefs  crew  ? 

The  race  they  boaft>  as  tygers  of  the  wold 

Bear  their  proud  fway  by  juftice  uncontroull'd. 

Yet  for  their  crimes,  expell'd  that  bloody  home, 

Thefe,  o'er  the  deep,  rapacious  plunderers  roam. 

Their  deeds  we  know;  round  Afric's  fhores  they  came 

And  fpread,  where'er  they  paft,  devouring  flame  ; 

Mozambic's  towers,  enroU'd  in  fheets  of  fire. 

Blazed  to  the  Iky,  her  own  funereal  pyre. 

Imperial  Calicut  fhall  feel  the  fame. 

And  thefe  proud  ftate-rooms  feed  the  funeral  flame ; 

While  many  a  league  far  round,  their  joyful  eyes 

Shall  mark  old  ocean  r^dening  to  the  fkies. 

Such  dreadful  fates,  o*er  thee,  O  king,  depend. 

Yet  with  thy  fall  our  fate  fliall  never  blend  : 

Ere  o'er  the  eail  ariie  the  fecond  dawn 

Our  fleets,  our  nation  from  thy  land  withdrawn. 

In  other  climes,  beneath  a  kinder  reign 

Shall  fix  their  port :  yet  may  the  threat  be  vain ! 

If  wifcr  thou  with  us  thy  powers  employ 

Soon  fhall  our  powers  the  robber-crew  deftroy. 

By  their  own  arts  and  fecret  deeds  o'ercomc 

Here  fhall  they  meet  the  fate  efcaped  at  home. 

WhUe 
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While  thus  the  Pricft  detained  the  Monarch's  ear, 
His  cheeks  confeft  the  quivering  pulfe  of  fear. 
Unconfcious  of  the  worth  that  fires  the  brave. 
In  ftate  a  monarch,  but  in  heart  a  flave. 
He  vicw'd  brave  Vasco  and  his  generous  train. 
As  his  own  paflions  ftamp'd  the  confcious  ftain  : 
Nor  lefs  his  rage  the  fraudfiil  Regent  fired  5 
And  valiant  Gama's  fate  was  now  confpired. 

AmbafTadors  from  India  Gama  fought. 
And  oaths  of  peace,  for  oaths  of  friendfhip  brought ; 
The  glorious  tale,  'twas  all  he  wifli'd,  to  tell ; 
So  Ilion's  fate  was  feal'd  when  Hedor  fell. 

Again  convoked  before  the  Indian  throne. 
The  Monarch  meets  him  with  a  rageful  frown  ; 
And  own,  he  cries,  the  naked  truth  reveal. 
Then  (hall  my  bounteous  grace  thy  pardon  feal. 
Feign'd  is  the  treaty  thou  pretend'fl  to  brings 
No  country  owns  thee,  and  thou  own'fl  no  king. 
Thy  life,  long  roving  o'er  the  deep,  I  know^ 
A  lawlefs  robber^  every  man  thy  foe. 
And  think'ft  thou  credit  to  thy  tale  to  gain  ? 
Mad  were  the  fpvereign,  and  the  hope  were  vain. 
Through  ways  unknown,  fr<Mn  utmoft  weflern  fhore. 
To  bid  his  fleets  the  utmofl  eafl  explore. 

Y  y  Great 
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Great  is  thy  monarch,  fo  thy  words  declare  ; 

But  fumptuous  gifts  the  proof  of  grcatncfs  bear  : 

Kings  thus  to  kings  their  empire's  grandeur  fhew ; 

Thus  prove  thy  truth,  thus  we  thy  truth  allow. 

If  not,  what  credence  will  the  wife  afford  I 

What  monarch  truft  the  wandering  feaman's  word  ? 

No  fumptuous  gift  Thou  ^  bring'ft — Yet,  though  fbmc  crime 

Has  thrown  thee  banifti'd  from  thy  native  clime, 

(Such  oft  of  old  the  hero's  fate  has  been) 

Here  end  thy  toils,  nor  tempt  new  fates  unfeen  : 

Each  land  the  brave  man  nobly  calls  his  home : 

Or  if,  bold  pyrates,  o'er  the  deep  you  roam, 

Skiird  the  dread  florm  to  brave,  O  welcome  here  h 

Fearlefs  of  death  or  (hame  confefs  finccre  : 

My  Name  fhall  then  thy  dread  protedlion  be„ 

My  captain  Thou,  unriv^l'd  on  tjie  fea. 

Oh  now,  ye  Mufes,  iing  what  goddefs  fired 
Gama's  proud  bofom»  and  his  lips  infpired. 


^  No  fumptMus  gift  Th§u  IrtMg'Jf^^**  As  Yalae  ourfelves.    The  lung  of  Mdinda  had 

the  Portugoeiib  did  not  expedt  to  find  any  the  generofity  to  be  conlcBted  mth  the  pr^ 

people  but  favages  beyond  the  Cape  oif  ient  which  Gama  made;  but  the  Zamorim, 

Good  Hope,  they  only  brought  with  them  with  a  ^((lainfbl  C7e»  bdield  the  giftt  whidt 

fome  preferves  and  confedions,  with  trinkets  were  offered  to  him .    The  prefent  was  thus ; 

of  coral,  of  glafs,  and  other  trifles.    This  Four  mantles  of  ilcarkt^  fix  hats  adorned 

opinion  however  deceived  them.    In  Me-  with  feathers,  four  chaplets  of  coral  beads, 

linda  and  in  Calicut  they  feond  civilized  twelve  Tvrky  carpets,  ieven  drialdog  cvpt 

nations,   where  the  arts  flouriihed  ;    who  of  brafs,  a  cheft  of  fugar,  two  bands  of 

wanted  nothing ;  who  were  pofleifed  of  all  oU>.  and  two  of  honey.f*^  Cafiera. 
the  refinements  and  delicacies  on  which  we 

FJur 
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Fair  Acidalia^  Love's  celeftial '  queen. 

The  goddefs  of  the  fearlefs,  graceful  mien. 

Her  graceful  freedom  on  his  look  beftow'd. 

And  all  colleded  in  his  boibm  glow'd. 

Sovereign,  he  cries,  oft  witnefs'd,  well  I  know 

The  rageful  falfhood  of  the  Moorifli  foe. 

Their  fraudful  tales,  from  hatred  bred,  believed. 

Thine  ear  is  poifon'd,  and  thine  eye  deceived. 

What  light,  what  £hade  the  courtier's  mirrour  gives. 

That  light,  that  (hade  the  guarded  king  receives^ 

Me  haft  thou  view'd  in  colours  not  mine  own. 

Yet  bold  I  promife  ihall  my  truth  be  known. 

If  o'er  the  feas  a  lawlefs  peft  I  roam, 

A  blood-ftain'd  exile  from  my  native  home. 

How  many  a  fertile  fliore  and  beauteous  ifle. 

Where  Nature's  gifts  unclatm'd,  unbounded  fmile. 

Mad  have  I  left,  to  dare  the  burning  zone. 

And  all  the  horrors  of  the  gulphs  unknown 

That  roar  beneath  the  axle  of  the  world. 

Where  ne'er  before  was  daring  fail  unfurl'd  I 

And  have  I  left  thefe  beauteous  (hores  behind. 

And  have  I  dared  the  rage  of  every  wind. 

That  how  breathed  fire,  and  now  came  wing'd  with  froft. 

Lured  by  the  plunder  of  an  unknown  coaft  ? 

'  Fair  Acidalia^  Lo*ve*s  celeftial  fueefh^  ftraint.  Addalia,  is  one  of  the  Names  of 
Caftera  derives  Acidalia  from  akiilJKy  which,  Veaos,  in  Vvffl ;  derived  from  Addalus, 
be  fays,  implies  to  aft  without  fear  or  re-       a  fountain  ikcred  to  her  in  Boeotia. 

Y  y  2  Not 
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Not  thus  the  robber  leaves  his  certain  prey  ' 

For  the  gay  prpmifc  of  a  namelcfa  day. 

Dread  and  flupendoud,  mere  than  defttKHlo<>m''4  man  ' 

Might  hope  to  compas,  more  ilian  wt^lom  ^an^ 

To  thee  my  toils,  to  thcc  my  daikgers  rife : 

Ah  !  Lifbon's  kings  behold  with  other  eyes* 

Where  virtue  calls,  where  glory  leads  the  way     : 

No  dangers  move  thcn^  and  no  toils  ^fma[y« 

Long  have  the  kings  of  Lufiis^  daring  race 

Refolved  the  limits  of  the  deep  to  trace> 

Beneath  the  morn  to  ride  the  fartheft  waves. 

And  pierce  the  fartheft  (hore  old  Oc^n  lav«s^ 

Sprung  from  the  *  Prince,  before  whofe  matchlefs  power 

The  ftrength  of  Afric  withered  as  a  flower 

Never  to  bloom  again,  great  Heniy  ihone, 

Each  gift  of  nature  and  of  art  his  own  ^ 

Bold  as  his  fire,  by  toils  oa  toils  untired. 

To  find  the  Indian  fhore  his  pride  a^ired« 

Beneath  the  flars  that  round  the  Hydra  fhinc,^     ^ 

And  where  fam'd  Argo  hangs  the  heavenly  fign^ 

Where  thirft  and  fever  bum  on  every  gale 

The  dauntlefs  Henry  rear'd  die  Lufian  iail^ 

Emboldened  by  the  meed  that  crowned  his  toiSs^ 

Beyond  the  wide-fpread  Ihores  and  numerous,  ifles^^ 

Where 
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where  both  the  tropica.  |toi»r  the. lKl£pi^ag  day 

Succeeding  heroes  forced  th'  ffxplorkig  way ; 

That  race  whkli.  oersr:  view'di  the  Plekd*s  car^ 

That  barbarous  race  .b^ektth' the  foothem  fbar^ 

Their  eyes  beheld — Dk(k1  rear  •  d  the  Uoft^-^  the  w wc 

Boils  to  the  flcy,  the  meeting  Whirlwinds  nive 

O'er  the  torn  heaMn^jj  limd  dit  ithdr  Awd-fbriick  ^ar 

Great  Nature  feem^ditd  ball,  tAppraach  not  hore***'-'^ 

At  Lisbon's  court  they  tbii  tfaeir  dread  efcape;   ^ 

And  from  her  raging  icttipdk$,  ifiamed  ^  *  Cape. 

"  Thou  foirthfrioft^poin«^?ti||ie'joyful  kiog  cacda^me4, .   \       . 

"  Cape  of  Goikt  Hbp*,  •  &^'^ou'  fot  evttt  named  I' ' .   : 

**  Onward  my  fleets  fliall  dare  the  dreadful  way, 

"  And  find  the  regions  p£  the  infant  day/*  .  ^ 

In  vain  the  dark  and  ever-howUng  blaft  -^ 

Proclaimed,  This  ocean  never  ihall  be  paft ; 

Through  that  dread  ocean^  and  the  tempefts'  roar. 

My  king  commanded,  and  my  courfe  I  bore. 

The  pillar  thus  of  deathlefs  "  fame,  begun 

By  other  chiefs,  beneath  the  rifing  fun 


*  Jnii  from  her  ragitiff  Hmf^  nmmdtU  led  bv  tibe  account,  and  with  inexpieffibGr 

Capt. — Bartholomew  Diazy  was  the  firft  who  joy,  /ays  the  fame  author,  he  knniediatrl}^ 

difcovered  the  fouthmoa  point  of  Afriqi,  named  it  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
He  was  driven  back  by  the  ftorms,  which  on  "  7hi  pillar  tbut  tfduithltfs  fame^  hguM- 

thefe  feas  were  thought  always  to  continue,  JBj/  other  chiefs^  Uz. 

and  which  the  learned  of  former  ages.  Ays  TBI  I  now  eiMriiig  what  ihole  did  bcgia, 

Oibrius,   thoaght   impaflahle.     Diaz,  when.  The  fortheft  pillar  in  thy  realm  advance  ) 

ke  related  his  voyage  to  John  II.  called  tlua  Bretkini the ek»ei«t  of  molteaiU, 

fonthmoft  point  the  Cape  of  Tempefts.   The  Through  hwiidftormi  I  letdto-^Jee  the  d«ioe. 


•jfc^tion  of  the  king,  however,  was  kind^ 


In 
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In  thy  great  realm  now  to  the  (kits  I  raife. 
The  dcathlefs  pillar  of  my  nation's  praife« 
Through  thefe  wild  feas  no  coftly  gift  I  brought; 
Thy  (hore  alone  and  friendly  peace  I  fought. 
And  yet  to  thee  the  nobleft  gift  I  bring 
The  world  can  boaft^  the  frtehdihip  of  my  King. 
And  mark  the  word,  his  greatnefs  (hall  appear 
When  next  my  courfe  to  India's  ftrand  1  fteer. 
Such  proofs  I'll  bring  as  never  man  before 
In  deeds  of  ftrife  or  peaceful  frieadfhip  bore. 
Weigh  now  my  words»  my  truth  demands  the  lights 
For  truth  (hall  ever  boaftt  at  laft^  t^lUUe^  might. 

Boldly  the  Hero  fpake  with  brow  fevere^ 
Of  fraud  alike  unconfcious  as  of  fear :    ' 
His  noble  confidence  with  truth  impreft 
Sunk  deep,  unwelcome,  in  the  Monarch's  breaft. 
Nor  wanting  charms  his  avarice  to  gain 
Appeared  the  commerce  of  illuftrious  Spain. 
Yet  as  the  fick  man  loaths  the  bitter  draught. 
Though  rich  with  health  he  knows  the  cup  comes  fraught  j 
His  health  without  it,  felf-deceiv'd,  he  *reighs. 
Now  haftes  to  quaflf  the  drug,  and  now  delays ; 
Reluftant  thus  as  wavering  paffion  veer'd. 
The  Indian  Lord  the  dauntlcfs  Gama  heard  : 

The 
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The  Moorifh  threats  yet  founding  in  his  car. 
He  adts  with  caution^  and  i$  led  by  fear. 
With  folemn  pomp  he  bids  his  lords  prepare 
The  friendly  banquet,  to  the  Regent's  care 
Commends  brave  Gama,  and  with  pomp  retires  : 
The  Regent's*  hearths  awake  the  ibcial  fires  ; 
Wide  o'er  the  board  the  royal  fcaft  is  fpread, 
And  fair  embroidered  fhines  Dp  Gama^s  bed. 
The  Regent's  palace  high  o'erlook'd  the  bay 
Where  Gama's  black-ribb'd  fleet  at  anchor  "  lay^ 

Ah,  why  the  voice  of  ir^  and  bitter  woe 
O'erTago's  banks,  ye  nymphs  of  Tagus,  fhewj 
The  flowery  garlands  from  your  ringlets  torn. 
Why  wandering  wild  with  trenibling  ftcps  forlorn! 
The  Daemon's  rage  you  faw,  ^nd  markt  his  flight 
To  the  dark  manfions  of  eternal  night : 
You  faw  how  howling  through  the  fhades  beneath 
He  waked  new  horrors  in  the  realms  of  death. 
What  trembling  tempefts  (hook  the  thrones  of  helU 
And  groan'd  along  her  caves,  ye  Mufes,  tell. 
The  rage  of  baffled  fraud,  and  all  the  fire 
Of  powerlcfs  hate,  with  tenfold  flames  confpire ; 


*  Tin  Rtgent^s  falatt  hiiff  •^irUtk^dtU  *      —The  refemblance  of  thii  couplet  to  many 
hay^  paiTa^s  in  Homer^  moft  0e  obvious  to  the 

Whift  GamuLi  black-^ibV d flttt  at  ambor  lay .        intelligent  critic . 

From 
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From  every  eye  the  tawrtey  li^fnings  glare. 

And  hell,  illumined  by  fhe  ghaftly  flare, 

A  drear  blue  gleam,  «  tenfbld  horror  flicws 

Her  darkling  caverns  i  from  his  dungeoa  rofc  . 

Stern  Mahonaet,  pale  was  bis  carchy  hue. 

And  from  his  eye-balls  i|a{h'd  the  lightnings  blue ; 

Convulfed  with  r^€  the  dreadful  Shade  demands  v 

The  laft  afliftanc?  of  th'  infernal  bands. 

As  when  the  whirlwinds,  fuddcn  buriling,  bear 

Th'  autumnal  leaves  high  floatiiig  through  the  airj 

So  rofe  the  legions  of  th'  infernal  ftate. 

Dark  Fraud,  bafe  Art,  fierce  Rage,  and  burning  Hate  ;  . 

Wing'd  by  the  Furies  to  the  Indian  ftrand 

They  bend ;  the  Dastdon  leads  the  dreadful  bandj 

And  in  the  bofoms  of  the  raging  Moors 

All  their  colle&ed  living  ftrcngth  he  pours. 

One  breaft  alone  againft  his  rage  was  ileel'd. 

Secure  in  fpotlefs  Truth's  celcftial  fhield. 

One  evening  paft,  another  evening  clofed. 
The  Regent  ftill  brave  Gama's  fuit  oppofcd; 
The  Lufian  Chief  his  guarded  gueft  det^n'd. 
With  arts  on  arts,  and  vows  of  friendfliip  fcign'd. 
His  fraudful  art,  though  veil'd  in  deep  difguife,  . 
Shoae  briglu  to  Gama's  manner-piercing  eyes. 

As 
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As  in  the  fun's  bright  *  beam  the  gamefomc  boy 
Plays  with  the  fhining  fteel  or  chryftal  toy. 
Swift  and  irregular,  by  fudden  ftarts. 
The  living  ray  with  viewlefs  motion  darts. 
Swift  o'er  the  wall,  the  floor,  the  roof,  by  turns 
The  fuii--beam  dances,  and  the  radiance  burns. 
In  quick  fucceffion  thus  a  thoufand  views     - 
The  fapient  Lufian's  lively  thought  purfuesi 
Quick  as  the  lightning  every  view  revolves. 
And,  weighing  all,  fixt  are  his  dread  refolves*       i 
0*er  India's  ftiore  the  fable  night  defcends, 
And  Gama,  now,  fecluded  from  his  friends. 
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*  As  in  thefuffs  hright  ^/am— Imitated 
from  Virgil,  who,  by  the  fame  (imilie,  dc* 
•  icribes  the  fludluation  of  the  thoughts  of 
Eneas,  on  the  eve  of  the  Latian  war ; 


-Laomedontius  heros 


Cun^la  videns,  magno  curarum  Au^luat  aeftn, 
Atque  animum  nunc  hue  celcrem,  nunc  dividit 

illuc, 
In  partefquc  raprt  varias,  perque  omnia  verfat. 
Sicut  aqux  tremuliim  labris  ubi  lumen  ahenis 
Sole  repercufTum,  aut  radiantis  imagine  Lunx, 
Omnia  pervolitat  late  loca  :  jamque  fuh  suras 
Erigitur,  fummique  ferit  laqueana  te£li. 

This  way  and  that  he  turns  his  anxious  mind, 
Thinks,  and  reje£ls  the  counfels  he  defignM; 
Explores  himfclf  in  vain,  in  eveiy  part. 
And  gives  no  reft  to  his  diftra6led  heart : 
So  when  the  fun  by  day  or  moon  by  night 
Strike  on  thepolilh'd  brafs  their  trembling  light. 
The  glitf  ring  f|)ecies  here  and  there  divide, 
And  ca(l  their  dubious  beams  from  fide  to  fide  { 
Now  on  the  walls,  now  on  the  pavement  play, 
And  to  the  cieling  flafti  the  glaring  day. 

Arioflo  has  alfo.aKl^ptffd.  this  jfimilie  .in. 
the  eighth  book  of  his  Orlando  Furiofo  : 

Qual  d'acqua  chiara  il  tremolante  liime 
Dal  Sol  percofTa,  o  da'  notturni  rai, 
.    Per  gli  ampli  tctii  va  con  Inngo  falto 
A  dellra,  td  a  fin i (Ira,  e  ba/To,  ed  alto. 


So  from  a  water  clear,  the  trembling;  light 
of  Phoebus,  or  the  filver  ray  of  night. 
Alone  the  fpacious  rooms  with  fplendor  playt» 
Now  nigh,  now  lowy  and  (hifts  a  tnoufand  ways, 

HOOLE. 

]But  the  happiefl  cifcamflance  belongs  to 
Camocns.  The  velocity  and  various  fbift- 
ings  of  the  fun-beam,  reflefled  fit>fn  a  piece 
of  chryftal  or  polilhed  fteel  in  the  hand  of 
a  boy,  give  a  much  ftronger  idea  of  the 
violent  agitation  and  fudden  fhiftings  of 
thought,  than  the  image  of  the  trembling 
light  of  the  fun  or  moon  refledicd  from  a 
vefFcl  of  water.  The  brazen  veflel  how- 
ever, and  not  the  water,  is  only  mentioned 
by  Dry  den.  Nor  muft  another  inaccuracy 
pafs  unobferved.  That  the  reflexion  of  the 
moon  flajhed  the  glaring  day  is  not  coun- 
tenanced by  the  original.  The  critic  how* 
ever,  who,  from  the  mention  of  thefc,'will 
infer  any  difrefpcdl  to  the  name  of  Dryden, 
is,  as  critics  often  are,  ignorant  of  the 
writer's  meaning.  A  \try  different  infe- 
rence is  intended  :  I£  fo  great  a  matter  as 
Dryden  has  erred,  let  the  critic  remember, 
that  other  tranflators  are  Mable  to  fail,  and 
that  a  few  inaccuracies  ought,  by  no  means, 
to  be  produced  as  the  Ipecimens  of  any 
compofition. 


z  z 


Detain'd 
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Detained  a  captive  in  the  room  of  ftatc^ 
Anticipates  in  thought  to-morrow's  fate ;. 
For  juft  Mozaide  no  generous  care  delays. 
And  Vasco's  truft  with  friendly  toils  repays*. 


Book  VIIL 


Wc  have  already  ften  the  warm  enco- 
mium paid  by  TalTo  to  his  cotemporary, 
Camoens.  That  great  poet,  the  ornament 
«f  Italy,  has  alfo  tefHfied  his  approbation 
by  feveral  imitations  of  the  Lufiad.  Vireil,^ 
in  no  in/lance,  has  more  clofely  copied  Ho- 
mer, than  TalTo  has  imitated  the  appear- 
ance of  Bacchus^  or  the  evil  Daemon,  in 
the  dream  of  the  Moorish  priefl.  The  en- 
chanter Ifmeno  thos  appeavs  to  the  deeping 
Solyman: 

Soliman*  Soliroano,  i  tuoi  filenti 
Kipofi  a  miglior  ttmpo  homai  riferva  i 
Che  fotto  il  giogo  de  ftnmiere  gepti 
La  patriai  ovc  regnaftia  ancoc*  e  fenra. 


Inquefta  terra  dormi,  e  oonrammenti^     . 
Ch'  infepolte  de*  tuoi  Tofla  confenra  f 
Ove  (i  gran'  veftigio  e  del  tuo  rcomo» 
Tu  neghittofo  afpetti  il  noyo  giomo  ? 

Thus  elegantly  tranflated  by  Mr,  Hoole». 

Oh  1  Solyman,  revudMt  Chief,  awake  I 
la  happier  hours  tny  grateful  (lumber  take  f 
Beneath  a  foreign  yoke  thy  rabje^b  bend. 
And  ftrangers  o*er  thy  land  thieir  rule  extend  t: 
Here  dofl  thou  Aeep  ?  here  clofe  thy  carelefs  eyet^ 
While  uninterrM  each  lovM  aflbciate  lies  f 
Here  where  thy  fame  hat  felt  the.hoftile  fcorna. 
Canftthouy  unthinkiogi.  wait  the  lifing  mom i7 


END    OP    THE    Eighth    BOOK* 
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BOOK  IX. 

X^  E  D  rofc  the  dawn ;  roiyd  o*cr  the  lowering  fky^ 
***^  The  fcattering  clouds  of  tawny  purple  fly. 
While  yet  the  day-fpring  ftrugglcd  with  the  gloom. 
The  Indian  Monarch  fought  the  Regent's  dome» 
In  all  the  luxury  of  Afian  ftate 
High  on  a  ilar-gemm'd  couch  the  Monarch  fate ; 
Then  on  th*  illuftrious  Captive,  bending  down 
His  eyes,  ilern  darkened  with  a  threatening  frown. 
Thy  truthlefs  tale,  he  cries,  thy  art  appears, 
Confeft  inglorious  by  thy  cautious  fears • 
Yet  ftill  if  friendship,  honeft,  thou  implore. 
Yet  now  command  thy  veflels  to  the  fhore : 

Z  z  2  Generous 
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■  Generous  as  to  thy  friends  thy  fails  rcfign. 
My  will  commands  it,  and  the  power  is  mine : 
In  vain  thy  art,  in  vain  thy  might  withftands. 
Thy  fails,  and  rudders  too,  my  will  *  demands  : 
Such  be  the  teft,  thy  boafted  truth  to  try. 
Each  pilfer  teft  dqpifed,  I  fi^  deny.  r\  ^  ^  "^ 

And  has  my  Regent  fued  two  days  in  Vain  ! 
In  vain  my  mandate,  and  the  captive  chain ! 
Yet  not  in  vain,  proud  Chief>  Ourfelf  fhall  fuc 

From  thee  the  honouf  to  tnj  fiiemMhip  ^crr 

Ere  force  compel  thee,  let  the  grace  be  thine> 
Our  grace  permits  it,  freely  to  refign. 
Freely  to  truft  our  friendfliip,  ere  tpo  late 
Our  injured  honour  fix  thy  dreadful  fate. 

While  thus  he  fpake  his  changeful  look  declared. 
In  his  proud  breaft  what  ftarting  paflions  warr*d* 
No  feature  mov'd  on  Gam  a*  s  face  was  feen. 
Stern  he  replies,  with  bold  yet  anxious  mien> 
In  me  my  Sovereign  reprefeoted  fee. 
His  ftate  is  wounded,  and  he  fpeaks  in  me ; 
Unawed  by  threats,  by  dangers  uncontroul'd. 
The  laws  of  nations  bid  my  tongue  be  bold. 
No  more  thy  juftice  holds  the  righteous  fcale. 
The  arts  of  falfliood  and  the  Moors  prevail ; 

*  Thy  /ails,  and  rudders  fpo,  my  nviH  demandi       According  to  Hiftoiy.    See  die  life 
of  Gama  ia  die  Preface. 

I  fee 
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I  fee  the  doom,  my  favoured  foei  <kJcree, 
Yet,  though  in  chains  l  .ftand,  ii^y  fleet  is  free. 
The  bitter  taunts  of  fcorn  the  braye  difdain  1 
Few  be  my  words,  your  arts,  your  threats  are  vain. 
My  Sovereign's  fleet  I  yi^ld  not  to  your  *  fwayj 
Safe  fhall  my  fleet  to  Lifboa's  ilrand  conveys 
The  glorious  tale  of  all  the  toils  I  bore^ 
Afric  furrounded,  and  the  Indian  fhore 
Difcovcred— Thcfe  I  pledged  my  life  to  gain,. 
Thefe  to  my  country  fhall  my  life  maintain. 
One  wifh  alone  my  earned  heart  defires, 
The  fole  impafllon'd  hope  my  breaft  refpires  y 
My  finifh'd  labours  may  my  Sovereign  hear  ! 
Befides  that  wifh,  nor  hope  I  know,  nor  fear. 
And  lo,  the  vidtim  of  your  rage  I  *  fland. 
And  bare  my  bofom  to  the  murderer's  hand,. 

With  lofty  mien  he  Ipake.     In  flcm  difdain. 
My  threats,  the  Monarch  cries,  were  never  vain  : 
Swift  give  the  fign  Swift  as  he  fpake,  appear'd^ 

The  dancing  flreamer  o'er  the  palace  re^'d  ; 
Inflant  another  enflgn  diflant  rofe. 
Where,  jutting  through  the  flood,  the  mountain  throws 


*  My  Sovereign*!  jUet  I  yidi  not  tojpmr  The  Malabar  protdb  that  he  (hall  rot 

/ivay The  drcumftancc  of  Gama's  re-  In  prifon,  if  he  fend  not  for  die /hips. 

fiifing  to  put  his  fleet  into  the  power  of  the  {ff  (conjfant,  and  with  noble  anger  hot) 

Zamorim,  is  thus  rendered  by^anihaw  ;  «»•  ^•"S'^^y  '"^'^  ^'«*^  '^^^  *^  '^''  ^'^'• 


A  ridge 
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A  ridge  enormous,  and  on  either  fide 
Defends  the  harbours  from  the  furious  tide. 
Proud  on  his  couch  th'  indignant  Monarch  fate» 
And  awful  filence  fill'd  the  room  of  ftate. 
With  fccret  joy  the  Moors,  exulting,  glow'd. 
And  bent  their  eyes  where  Gama's  navy  rode. 
Then,  proudly  heaved  with  panting  hope,  explore 
The  wood-crown'd  upland  of  the  bending  (horc. 
Soon  o'er  the  p^lms  a  maft's  tall  pendant  flows. 
Bright  to  the  fun  the  purple  radiance  glows ; 
In  martial  pomp,  far  ftreaming  to  the  fkies. 
Vanes  after  vanes  in  fwift  fucceflion  rife. 
And  through  the  opening  foreft-boughs  of  green 
The  fails'  white  luftre  moving  on  is  feen  i 
When  fudden  rufliing  by  the  point  of  land 
The  bowfprits  nod,  and  wide  the  fails  expand ; 
Full  pouring  on  the  fight,  in  warlike  pride. 
Extending  ftill  the  rifing  fquadrons  ride : 
O'er  every  deck,  beneath  the  morning  rays. 
Like  melted  gold  the  brazen  fpear-points  blaze ; 
Each  prore  furrounded  with  an  hundred  oars. 
Old  Ocean  boils  around  the  crowded  prores  : 
And  five  times  now  in  number  Gama's  might. 
Proudly  their  boaftful  (houts  provoke  the  fight ; 
Far  round  the  (hore  the  ecchoing  peal  rebounds. 
Behind  the  hill  an  anfwering  fliout  refounds : 

Still 
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Still  by  the  point  new-fpreading  fails  appear. 
Till  feven  times  Gama's  fleet  concludes  the  rear. 
Again  the  fhout  triumphant  fhakes  the  bay ; 
Form'd  as  a  crefcent,  wedg'd  in  firm  array. 
Their  fleet's  wide  horns  the  Lufian  ihips  incla^^ 
Prepared  to  crufh  them  in  their  iron  grafp. 
Shouts  eccho  ihouts — -.with  ftern  difdainful  eyes 
The  Indian  King  to  manly  Gam  a  cries. 
Not  one  of  thine  on  LSboa's  fhore  ftiall  tell 
The  glorious  tale,  how  bold  thy  heroes  fcH,. 
With  alter'd  vifage,  for  his  eyes  flafh'd  fire,. 
God  fent  me  here,  and  God's  avengeful  ire 
Shall  fmite  thy  perfidy,  great  Vasco  cried. 
And  humble  in  the  duft  thy  withered  pride, 
A  prophet's  glow  infpired  his  panting  breafl:,. 
Indignant  fmiles  the  Monarch's  fcorn  confeft^ 
Again  deep  filence  fills  the  room,  of  ftatc. 
And  the  proud  Moors,  fecure,  exulting  wait  r 
And  now  inclafping  Gama's  in  a  ring. 

Their  fleet  nods  on loud  whizzing  from  the  ftring 

The  black-wing'd  arrows  float  along  the  fky„ 
And  rifing  clouds  the  falling  clouds  fupply. 
The  lofty  crowding  fpears  that  briftling  flood. 
Wide  o'er  the  galleys  as  an  upright  wood. 
Bend  fudden,  Icvell'd  for  the  clofing  fight. 
The  points  wide-waving  (hed  a  gleamy  light.. 

Elate 
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Elate  with  joy  the  king  his  afpeft  rears,  ^ 

And  valiant  Gam  A,  thrill'd  with  tranfport,  hears 

His  drums'  bold  rattling  raife  the  battle  found ; 

Eccho  deep-toned  hoarfe  vibrates  far  around  ; 

The  fhivering  trumpets  tear  the  fhriU- voiced  air^ 

Quivering  the  gale,  the  flafhing  lightnings  flare. 

The  fmoke  rolls  wide,  and  fudden  burfts  the  roar. 

The  lifted  waves  fall  trembling,  deep  the  fhore 

Groans  ;  quick  and  quicker  blaze  embraces  blaze 

In  flaftiing  arms ;  louder  the  thunders  raife 

Their  roaring,  rolling  o*cr  the  bended  Ikies 

The  burfl:  inceifant ;  awe-ftruck  Eccho  dies 

Faultering  and  deafeh'd  ;  from  the  brazen  throats, 

Cloud  after  cloud,  inroird  in  dairknefs,  floats. 

Curling  their  fulphrous  folds  of  fiery  blue. 

Till  their  huge  volumes  take  the  fleecy  hue. 

And  rowl  wide  o'er  the  flcy  1  wide  as  the  fight    .    •    ;   - 

Can  meafure  heaven,  flow  rowls  the  cloudy  white : 

Beneath,  the  fmoky  blackncfs  fprcads  afar 

Its  hovering  wings,  and  veils  the  drealdful  war   '  .     . 

Deep  in  its  horrid  brfcaft  i  the  fierce  red  glare   .    '  i " 

Chequering  the  rifted  darknefs,  fires  the  air,     -         ;    • 

Each  moment  loft,  and  kindltjd,  while  around,  • 

The  mingling  thunders  fwdi  the  lehgthen*d'ib<ind^. 

When  piercing  fudden  through  the  dread&l  Ptfft^  r 

The  yelling  fhrieks  of  thoufaflds  ftfikc  the  (hc*^*: 

Prefaging 
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Prefaging  horror  through  the  Monarch's  breaft 
Crept  cold,  and  glpomy  o'er  the  diftant  eaft. 
Through  Gata's  hills  the  whirling  tempeft  *  figh'd. 
And  weftward  fweeping  to.  the  blackened  tide, 
Howl'd  o'er  the  trembling  palace  as  it  paft. 
And  o'er  the  gilded  walls  a  gloomy  twilight  caft; 
Then,  furious  ruftiing  to  the  darken'd  •  bay, 
Refiftlefs  fwept  the  black-wing'd  night  away. 
With  all  the  clouds  that  hover'd  o'er  the  fight. 
And  o'er  the  weary  combat  pour'd  the  light. 

As  by  an  Alpine  mountain's  pathlefs  fide 
Some  traveller  ftrays,  unfriended  of  a  guide ; 
If  o'er  the  hills  the  fable  night  defcend. 
And  gathering  tempeft  with  the  darknefs  blend. 
Deep  from  the  cavern'd  rocks  beneath,  aghaft 
He  hears  the  howling  of  the  whirlwind's  blaft ; 
Above,  refounds  the  crafti,  and  down  the  fteep 
Some  rolling  weight  groans  on  with  foundering  fweep  j 
Aghaft  he  ftands  amid  the  (hades  of  night. 
And  all  his  foul  implores  the  friendly  light : 

•*  TBrough  Gata^s  hills The  hills  of  •  Then  /uncus  rujihg  tc  the  darkisfJ  li^ 

Gata  or  Gate,  mountains  which  form  a  na-  ; For  the  circumftances  of.  the  battle, 

tural  barrier  on  the  eailem  fide  of  the  king-  and  the  tempeft  which  then  happened,  fee 

dom  of  Malabar.  the  Iffe  of  Gama. 

Nature's  rude  wall,  againft  the  fierce  Canar 
They  guard  tht  fertile  lawns  of  Malabar. 

LVSIADi  VII. 

A  a  a  Dire 
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Dire  fliines  the  ray,  the  lightning's  quivering  hlazc 
The  yawning  depth  beneath  his  ftep  betrays. 
But  one  half  footftep  faithful  to  the  tread  j 
Torn  from  the  rock,  the  fragment  o'er  his  head 
Nods  crafhing-— —  loft  in  horror  at  the  fight. 
His  knees  no  more  fupport  their  fickly  weight, 
Powerlefs  he  finks,  no  more  his  heart-blood  flows; 
So  funk  the  Monarch,  and  his  heart-blood  froze  > 
So  funk  he  down,  when  o*er  the  clouded  bay 
The  ruftiing  whirlwind  pour'd  the  fudden  day  : 
Difafter's  giant  arm  in  one  wide  fweep 
Appear'd,  and  ruin  blackened  o'er  the  deep  ; 
The  fheeted  mafts  drove  floating  o'er  the  tide. 
And  the  torn  hulks  rowl'd  tumbling  on  the  fide ; 
Some  fhatter'd  plank  each  heaving  billow  toft. 
And  by  the  hand  of  heaven  dafli'd  on  the  coaft 
Groan'd  prorcs  ingulph*d,  the  laOiing  furges  rave 
O'er  the  black  keels  upturn'd,  the  fwelling  wave 
KifiTes  the  lofty  maft's  reclining  head ; 
And  far  at  fea  fome  few  torn  galleys  fled. 
Amid  the  dreadful  fcene  triumphant  rode 
The  Lufian  war-fhips,  and  their  aid  beftow'd  : 
Their  fpeedy  boats  far  round  aflifting  ply'd. 
Where  plunging,  ftruggling,  in  the  rolling  tide, 
Grafping  the  fliatter'd  wrecks,  the  vanquifti'd  foes 
Rear'd  o'er  the  daftiing  waves  their  haggard  brows. 

No 


i 
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No  word  of  fcorn  the  lofty  Gama  Ipokc, 

Nor  India's  King  the  dreadful  filence  broke. 

Slow  paft  the  hour,  when  to  the  trembling  fliore 

In  awful  pomp  the  viftor-navy  bore : 

Terrific,  nodding  on,  the  bowfprits  bend. 

And  the  red  ftreamers  other  war  portend  : 

Soon  burfts  the  roar ;  the  bombs  tremendous  rife. 

And  trail  their  blackening  rainbows  o'er  the  fkies ; 

0*er  Calicut's  proud  domes  their  r^ge  they  pour. 

And  wrap  her  temples  in  a  fulphrous  fliower. 

'Tis  o'er— In  threatening  filence  rides  the  fleet : 

Wild  rage  and  horror  yell  in  every  ftreet ; 

Ten  thoufands  pouring  round  the  palace  '  gate, 

In  clamorous  uproar  wail  their  wretched  fate  : 

While  round  the  dome  with  lifted  hands  they  kneel'dt 

Give  juftice,  juftice  to  the  ftrangers  yield 

Our  friends,  our  hufbands,  fons,  and  fathers  fkin  ! 

Happier,  alas,  than  thefe  that  yet  remain  ■■ 

Curft  be  the  counfels,  and  the  arts  unjuft  — — 

Our  friends  in  chains— our  city  in  the  duft    ■ 

Yet,  yet  prevent—- 


The  filent  Vasco  faw 


The  weight  of  horror  and  overpowering  awe 


'  Tin  thoufands  pouring  round  tbt  palaa  gattf 
In  cJsmorous  uprowri^        Sec  the  hifiory  in  the  life  of  Gama. 


A  a  a  2  That 
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That  fhook  the  Moors,  that  (hook  the  Regent's  knees. 

And  funk  the  Monarch  ddwn — =^By  fwift  degrees 

The  popular  clamour  rifes.     Loft,  unmanned. 

Around  the  King  the  trembling  Council  ftand  y 

While  wildly  glaring  on  each  other's  eyes 

Each  lip  in  vain  the  tremblimg  accent  tries  ;. 

With  anguifh  ficken'd,  and  of  ftrength  bereft, 

Earneft  each  look  enquires.  What  hope  is  left !. 

In  all  the  rage  of  fhame  and  grief  aghaft,. 

The  Monarch,  faultering,  takes  the  word  at  laft : 

By  whom,  great  Chief,  are  thefe  proud  war-fhips  fway'd,^ 

Are  there  thy  mandates  honoured  and  obey'd  ? 

Forgive,  great  Chief,  let  gifts  of  price  reftrain 

Thy  juft  revenge — Shall  India's  gifts  be  vain ! 

Oh  fpare  my  people  and  liieir  doom'd  abodes 

Prayers,  vows,  and  gifts  appeafe  the  injured  gods  : 

Shall  man  deny— —Swift  are  the  brave  to  fpare  : 

The  weak,  the  innocent  confefs  their  care       '■    ■ 

Helplefs  as  innocent  of  guile  to  thee. 

Behold  thefe  thoufands  bend  the  fuppliant  knee         « 

Thy  navy's  thundering  fides  black  to  the  land 

Difplay  their  terrors — yet  mayft  thou  command  ■    ■     ■■ 


O'erpowcr'd  he  paufed.     Majeftic  and  fercnc: 
Great  Vasco  rofe,  then  pointing  to  the  fcene 


Where 
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Where  bled  the  war.  Thy  fleet,  proud  King,  behold 

0*er  ocean  and  the  ftrand  in  carnage  roU'd  ! 

So  fhall  this  palace  fmoking  in  the^  duft. 

And  yon  proud  city  weep  thy  arts  unjuft. 

The  Moors  I  knew,  and  for  their  fraud  prepared, 

I  left  my  iixt  command  my  navy's  ^  guard  : 

Whatever  from  fhore  my  name  or  feal  convey'd 

Of  other  weight,  that  fixt  command  forbade ; 

Thus,  ere  its  birth  deftroy'd,  prevented  fell 

What  fraud  might  didate,  or  what  force  compel.. 

This  morn  the  facrifice  of  Fraud  I  flood. 

But  hark,  there  lives  the  brother  of  my  blood. 

And  lives  the  friend,  whofe  cares  conjoin'd  controut 

Thefe  floating  towers,  both  brothers  of  my  foul. 

If  thrice,  I  faid,  arife  the  golden  morn. 

Ere  to  my  fleet  you  mark,  my  glad  return,. 

Dark  Fraud  wiih  all  her  Moorifh  arts  withftands. 

And  force  or  death  withholds  me  from  my  bands  : 

Thus  judge,  and  fwift  unfurl  the  homeward  faiU 

Catch  the  firft  breathing,  of  the  eaftern  gale. 

Unmindful  of  my  fate  on  India's  "*  ihorc  : 

Let  but  my  Monarch  know,  I  wifli  no  more 

Each,  panting  while  I  fpoke,  impatient  cries>. 
The  tear-drop  burfting  intheic  manly  cyes^/ 

«  lUftmyfixicmmanJmjusnjfjguard:  This  moft  magnanlmoas  refolutio«,  to  fa*, 

.^r— Sec  the  life  of  Gama.  crificc  his  own  fafcty  or  his  Fife  for  the  fafc 

,    ,  return  of  the  fleet,  ii  ftridUy  true.    See  the. 

>  Ummndful  of  wyfiUf  $h  luditftfwi^  life  of  Ganu. 

In 
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In  all  but  one  thy  mandates  we  obey. 

In  one  we  yield  not  to  thy  generous  fway  : 

Without  thee  never  (hall  our  fails  return ; 

India  fhall  bleed,  and  Calicut  (hall  burn 

Thrice  fhall  the  morn  arifc ;  a  flight  of  bombs 

Shall  then  fpeak  vengeance  to  their  guilty  domes : 

Till  noon  we  paufe ;  then  (hall  our  thunders  roar. 

And  defolation  fweep  the  treacherous  (horc  ■ 

Behold,  proud  King,  their  fignal  in  the  iky. 

Near  his  meridian  tower  the  Sun  rides  high. 

O'er  Calicut  no  more  the  evening  (hade 

3hall:  fpread  her  peaceful  wings,  my  wrath  unftaid ; 

Dire  through  the  night  her  fmoking  duft  (hall  gleam» 

Dire  thro'  the  night  (hall  (hriek  the  female  fcrcam. 

Thy  worth,  great  Chief,  the  pale*lipt  Regent  cries. 
Thy  worth  we  own  ;  Oh,  may  thefe  woes  fuffice  ! 
To  thee  each  proof  of  India's  wealth  we  fend  ; 
AmbaiTadors,  of  noblefl:  race,  attend  •— — 
Slow  as  he  faulter'd.  Gam  a  catch'd  the  word. 
On  terms  I  talk  not,  and  no  truce  afford  : 
Captives  enough  (hall  reach  the  Lufian  (hore : 
Once  you  deceived  me,  and  |  treat  no  more. 
Even  now  my  faithful  failors,  pale  with  rage. 
Gnaw  their  blue  lips,  impatient  to  engage ; 

Ranged 
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Ranged  by  their  brazen  tubes^  the  thundering  band 

Watch  the  firft  movement  of  my  brother's  hand  i 

E'en  now,  impatient,  o'er  the  dreadful  tire 

They  wave  their  eager  canes  betipt  with  lire ; 

Methinks  my  brother's  anguiifh'd  look  I  fee. 

The  panting  noftrll  and  the  trembling  knee. 

While  keen  he  eyes  the  Sun  :  On  hafty  ftrides. 

Hurried  along  the  deck,  Coello  chides 

His  cold  flow  lingering,  and  impatient  cries. 

Oh,  give  the  fign,  jllume  the  facrifice, 

A  brother's  vengeance  for  a  brother's  blood  ■ 

He  fpake ;  and  ftern  the  dreadful  warrior  flood  ; 
So  feem'd  the  ten:ors  of  his  awful  nod. 
The  Monarch  trembled  as  before  a  God ; 
The  treacherous  Moors  funk  down  in  faint  difmay. 
And  fpeechlefs  at  his  feet  the  Council  lay  : 
Abrupt,  with  outflretch^d  arms,  the  Monarch  ^  cries. 

What  yet but  dared  not  meet  the  Hero's  eyes. 

What  yet  may  favc!— Great  Vasco  flern  rejoiiis. 
Swift,  undifputing,  give  th'  appointed  figns  : 
High  o'er  thy  loftiefl  tower  my  flag  difplay. 
Me  and  my  traxh  fwift  to  my  fleet  convey : 


^  Ahrufi'-^ht  Monareb  enu^^inai  jet  faiy  dffeft  in  the  condud  of  the  poem. 

mof  fan}t       'Gama'i  decltratiofi»  thtt  na  They  haften  the  cataftrophe»  and  give  a  ve» 

meffage  from  him  to  the  fket  codd  alter  tifinulitude  to  the  abrqpt  and  fiul  (bbmif-^ 

the  orders  he  had  already  left»  and  his  re-  fion  of  the  Zamorim. 
je^on  of  any  farther  treaty,  have  a  nccef- 

Inftant 
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Inftant  command — behold  the  Sun  rides  high— *— 
He  fpake,  and  rapture  glow'd  in  every  eye ; 
The  Lufian  ftandard  o^er  the  palace  flowed. 
Swift  o*er  the  bay  the  royal  barges  row'd. 
A  dreary  gloom  a  fadden  whirlwind  threw. 
Amid  the  howling  blaft,  enraged,  withdrew 
The  vanquifh^d  D^mon — Soon  in  luftre  mild. 
As  April  fmiles,  the  Sun  aufpicious  fmilcd  : 
Elate  with  joy,  the  fhouting  thoufands  trod. 
And  Gama  to  his  fleet  triumphant  rode* 

Soft  came  the  eaftern  gale  on  balmy  wings  : 
Each  joyful  failor  to  His  labour  fprings  4 
Some  o*er  the  bars  their  breads  robuil  recline. 
And  with  firm  tugs  the  *  rollers  from  the  brine, 
Reludant  drftgg'd,  the  flime-brown'd  anchors  raifc ; 
Each  gliding  rope  fome  nimble  hiaind  obeys  ;     .      .  v 

Some  bending  o'er  the  yard-araj'^  length  on  high  '    . 
With  nimble  hands  the  canvas  wings  \mtye. 
The  flapping  fails  dieir  widening  folds  diftend. 
And  meafured  ccchoing  fhouts  their  fweaty  toils  attend. 


*  the  rolUrs        ■  The  capftones.  verfification  of  this  paflage  in  the  original 

— The  capftone  is  a  cylindrical  windlafsf  affords  a  moil  noble  example  of  imitative 

worked  with  bars,  which  are  moved  from  harmony : 

hole  to  hole  as  it  turns  round.    It  is  ufed  to  **«. :«  ««•  «,*>.  *..  k^«.  ^u.iu  a 

.  ,    ^1           t             •/-         A      «        rriL  ^^  )^  ^^  ^3^  OS  boni  trabalhadores 

weigh  the  anchors,  raifc  mafb,  &€.    The  VoWem  q  cabreftante,  &  martidot 

name   roller  defcnbcs   both  the    machmc  .    Pcllo.  trabalho,  hun%  piixao  pella  amarra, 

and  its  ufe,  and  it  mav  be  prefumed,  is  a  Outros  quebrao  co  petu>  duro  a  barra* 
more  poetical  word  tlun  capftone.    The 


N 


or 
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Nor  had  the  captf¥fe6  loft  tike  Leadet^B  care> 
Some  to  the  fhore  tht  indkn  bargCG  liear  9 
The  nobleft  few  the  Chief  detains  to  own 
His  glorious  deeds  beHfore  tiie  Ludaci  throoe  1 
To  own  the  conqueft  of  the  Indian  ihore: 
Nor  wanted  every  ptoof  df  In4ia'B  ftdre^ 
What  fruits  in  Ceylon^s  fragrant  woodis  abiMifid; 
With  woods  of  cinnamon  her  htfls  are  crown'd : 
Dry'd  in  its  flower  the  nut  of  Banda's  gtwrc^ 
The  burning  pepper  and  the  fiible  <:k>ve  1 
The  clove,  whofe  lodonr  xm  the  breafthing  gale 
Far  to  the  fca  Makitco's  plains  nthale ; 
All  thefe  provided  by  the  faithful  Moor, 
All  thefe,*  and  India's  gems,  the  navy  bore  : 
The  Moor  attends,  Mo2:aide,  whofe  zealous  care 
To  Gama*s  eyes  unveil'd  each  treachrous  '  fnare: 
So  burn'd  his  breaift  with  heaven-illumined  flame. 
And  holy  reverence  of  Meffiah's  name. 
Oh,  favoured  African,  by  heaven's  own  light 
Caird  from  the  dreary  (hades  of  error's  night ; 
What  man  may  dare  his  feeming  ills  arraign. 
Or  what  the  grace  of  heaven's  deiigns  explain  I 


1  ■     ■    I  ■■     Moauiiifii  nvbq/i  ziabus  cafe  nor,  the unexpeded  friend  of  Cattia,  beal^ 

^0  Gmma^s  eyes  reneaJ^deach  treachrous  Jnare  a  much  more  confiderable  part  in  the  action 

—dad  this  been  mentioned  Iboner,  the  in*  of  the  Luiiad,  than  the  faithful  Achates,  the 

tereft  of  the  catafbophe  of  the  poem  muft  fiiend  of  the  hero,  bears  in  the  bniinefs 

ha^e  langniihed.    Though  he  is  not  a  war-  of  die  £ndd, 

B  b  b  Far 
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Far  didft  thou  from  thy  friends  a  ftrangcr  roam» 
There  waft  thou  caird  to  thy  celeftial  ^  home. 

Now  fweird  on  every  fide  the  fteady  fail ; 
The  lofty  mafts  reclining  to  the  gale 
On  full  ipread  wings  the  navy  fprings  away. 
And  far  behind, them  foams  the  Ocean  grey: 
Afar  the  leffening  hills  of  Gata  fly. 
And  mix  their  dim.  blue  fummits  with  the  iky : 
Beneath  the  wave  low  finks  the  fpicy  fhore,, 
And  roaring  through  the  tide  each  nodding  prore 
Points  to  the  Cape,  Great  Nature's  fouthmoft  boum!> 
The  Cape  of  Tempefts,  now  of  Hope  renown'^dv 
Their  glorious  tale  on  Lifboa's  fhore  to  tell 
Infpires  each  hofom  with  a  rapt'rous  fwell ; 
Now  through  their  breafts  the  chilly  tremors  glide^t 
To  dare  once  more  the  dangers  dearly  try'd  ■■ 


*  Tlfere  waft  th(m  calPd  to  thy  celeftial 

home This  exclamatory  addrefs  to  the 

Moor  MoDzaida,  however  it  may  appear 
^greifive^  has  a  doable  propriety.  The 
converiion  of  the  Eaftern  world  is  the  great 
parpofe  of  the  expedition  of  Gama,  and 
Monzaida  is  the  firfl  fruits  of  that  conver- 
fion,  The  good  charadiers  of  the  vidtorious 
heroes,  however  negleded  by  the  great  ge-^ 
mas  of  Homer,  have  a  fine  effedt  in  malung 
an  Epic  Poem  intereft  us  and  pleafe.  It 
might  have  been  faid,  that  Monzaida  was 
a  traitor  to  his  friends,  and  who  crowned 
his  villany  with  apolhicy.  Camoens.  has 
therefore  wifely  drawn  him  with  other  fear 
tures,  worthy  of'  the  friendfhip  of  Gama. 
Had  this  been  neglcdled,  the  hero  of  the 
Lufiad  might  have  ihared  the  fate  of  the 


.  wife  UlyfTes  of  the  Iliad,  agsunft  whom,  a» 
Voltaire  joilly  obferves,  every  reader  bears^ 
a  fecret  Ul  will.  Nor  is  the  poetical  cha- 
radter  of  Monzaida  unfopported.i>y  hiftory. 
He  was  not  an  Arab  Moor,  fo  he  did  not 
defert  his  countrymen.  By  force  thefc 
Moors  had  determined  on  the  deftmdlion 
of  Gama :  Monzaida  admired  and  elleem- 
ed  him,  and  therefore  generoqfly  revejiled 
to  him  his  danger.  By  his  attachment  to 
Gama  he  loft  all  his  effeds  in  India,  a 
circumdance  which  his  prudence  and  know- 
ledge of  affairs  mull  have  certainly  forefeen. 
By  the  known  dangers  he  encountered,  by 
die  Ibfs  he  thus  vohmtarily  fuflaifaed'i  and 
by  hili  afber  confbncy,  his  fimxrHy  is  on- 
doobtediy  proved.. 

Soon 
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Soon  to  the  winds  arc  thefe  cold  fears  rcfign'd. 

And  all  their  country  ruflies  on  the  mind ; 

How  fweet  to  view  their  native  land,  how  fwcet 

The  father,  brother,  and  the  bride  to  greet ! 

While  liftening  round  the  hoary  parent's  board 

The  wondering  kindred  glow  at  every  Word, 

How  fweet  tp  tell  what  woes,  what  toils  they  bore, 

Thie  tribes  and  wonders  of  each  various  fliore ! 

Thefe  thoughts,  the  traveller's  loved  reward,  employ. 

And  fwell  each  bofom  with  umittcr'd  'joy.  . 

•  The  Queen  of  Love,  by  Heaven's  eternal  grace. 
The  guardian  goddefs  of  the  Lufian  race ; 
The  Queen  of  Love,  elate  with  joy,  furve)rs 
Her  heroes,  happy,  plow  the  watry  maze  : 
Their  dreary  toils  revolving  in  her  thought. 
And  all  the  woes  by  vengeful  Bacchus  wrought ; 

1  The  joy  tf  tbi  fleet  on  lie  hwmvard  de-  tital  conduft,  though  not  In  an  imitadon 

parture  from  India We  are  now  come  of  circumftances,  exafUy  refembles  the  lat^ 

to  that  part  of  the  Lafiad,  which,  in  the  ter  part  of  the  Iliad.    The  games  at  the 

cohdudt  of  the  poem,  is  parallel  to  the  funeral  of  Patroclus,  and  the  miempdon  of 

wat  catailrophe  of  the  liiad,  when  on  the  body  of  Heftor,  are  the  completion  of 

the  death  of  lienor,  Achilles  thOs  addrcflct  the  rage  of  Achilles.    In  the  fame  manner, 

the  Grecian  army,  the  reward  of  the  heroes,   and  die  conie*- 

-^   ^        -  ^  .      .      ^  •  .  quences  of  their  expedition,  complete  the 

V   ^i^A    """!!  '"  ^'S!*«*  r""^  imityof  the  Lnfiad.    I  cannot  fay  it  appears " 

The  corpfc  of  Hector,  and  your  iVtf«/ Cng :  *i.«/ii>fu^       .—  «^j  n    {      /X\^Z 

Be  tliis  the  fong,  flow  moving  rowYd  the  ihorc.  ^at  M^  ton  ever  read   our  Poet ;  (though 

•«  Heffor  it  dead,  and  Ilion  5  no  more/*  Fanfhaw  s  tranflation  was  publiflicd  in  his 

•  time)  yet  no  mitance  can  be  given  of  a 

Our  Portugaefe  Poet,  who  in  his  machinery,  more    ftriking    refemblance    of  plan    and 

and  many  other  i^ftances,, has  followed  the  conduiEl,   than   may   be  produced    in   two 

manner  of  Virgil,  now  forfakes  him.    In  principal  parts  of  the  poem  of  Camoens, 

a  very  bold   and  mafterly   fpirit  he  now  and  of  the  Paradife  Loft.     Of  this  however 

models  his  poem  by  the  fteps  of  Homer.  hereafter  in  its  proper  place* 
what  of  the  Lufiad  yet  remains,  in  poe- 

B  b  b  2  Thefe 
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Thefc  toils,  thefe  woes,  her  yearning  cares  caiploy> 

To  bathe,  to  balfom  in  the  ftreams  of  joy. 

Amid  the  bofona  of  the  watry  wafte. 

Near  where  the  bowers  of  Paradife  were  "  placed* 

An  ifle,  arrayM  in  all  the  pride  of  flowers. 

Of  fruits,  of  fountains,  and  of  fragrant  bowers* 

She  means  to  offer  to  their  hooneward  prows* 

The  place  of  glad  repaft  and  fwcct  repofe  i 

And  there  before  their  raptured  view  to  raiie 

The  heaven-topt  column  of  their  deathlefs  praifck 

The  Goddefs  now  afcends  her  (ilvcr  car,. 
Bright  was  its  hue  as  Love's  tranflucent  ftar  ^ 
Beneath  the  reins  the  ftately  birds,,  that  ling 
Their  fweet-toned  death-fong,  fpread  the  fnowy  wing^ 
'The  gentle  winds  beneath  her  chariot  figh. 
And  virgin  blufhes  purple  o*cr  the  Iky  : 
On  milk  white  pinions  borne^  her  cooing  doves 
Form  playful  circles  round  her  as  (he  moves ;; 
And  now  their  beaks  in  fondling  kifles  join. 
In  amorous  nods  their  fondling  necks  entwinc.^ 
O'er  fair  Idalia's  bowers  the  goddefs  rode. 
And  by  her  altars  fought  Idalia's  god  : 

^  Near  where  tie  ho<wers  of  faraiife  ^er$  placed  ■■     Between  the  moatb  of  theGMiges; 
and  Euphrates. 

The 
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The  youthful  bowycr  of  t^id  heart  wap  thwei 
His  falling  kingdom  clairH'4  hU  ^I'/^^ft  ^  q^e. 
His  bands  he  muftcrs^  tjirough  the  myrtle  grovw 
On  buxom  wings  he  trains  the  little  Loves, 
Againfl  the  worlds  rebellious  ap4  ^ftray, 
He  means  to  lead  them>  and  rcfuipc  his  fway  : 
For  bafe-born  paflions,  at  his  fhrine  'twas  told» 
Each  nobler  traniport  of  the  breail  controul'd. 
A  young  Aftaeoji,  fcornful  of  his  **  lore. 
Morn  after  morn  purfues  the  foartiy  boar. 
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■  Hit  falling  kingdom  claimed  his  itgrneft 
tmrt  ThU  fiftiony  in  poetical  condu^ 
^an  a  ftriking  refemblance  to  the  digreflivq 
Kiftoriesy  with  which  Homer  eqriches  and 
adorns  his  poems^  psuticularly  to  the  beiui- 
tifiil  deicription  of  the  feafl  of  the  Gods 
with  the  blamelefa  Ethiopians.  It  alio  con- 
tains a  mafteriy  commentary  on  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Lufiad.  The  Divine  Love 
condu^s  Gama  to  India*  The  fame  Divine 
Love  is  reprefented  as  pineparing  to  reform 
the  corrupted  world,  when  its  attention  is 
particularly  called  to  beftow  a  foretafte  of 
unmortality  on  the  heroes  of  the  expedition 
which  difcovered  the  Eailem  World.  Nor 
do  the  wild  phantafUc  loves>  mentioned  in 
this  little  epifode,  afford  any  objedlion 
agaittft  this  explanation,  an  explanation 
which  is  exprefsly  nven  in  the  epifode  it- 
ielf.  Thefe  wild  phantaflic  amours  iigni- 
fy,  in  the  allegory,  the  wild  {t€ii  of  dif- 
ferent enthuiiafts,  which  fpring  up  under 
the  wings  of  the  beH  and  moft  rational  in- 
ftitutions ;  and  which,  however  contrary  ta 
each  other,  all  agree  in  deriving  their  au* 
thority  from  the  uune  fource. 

°  A  young  AQ^eon The  French  tranf- 

lator  has  the  following  chara£teriitical  note : 
*'  This  paifage  is  an  eternal  monument  of 
the  freedoms  taken  by  Camoens,  and  at 
the  fame  time  a  proof  of  the  imprudence 
of  Poets;  an  authentic  proof  of  that  pre- 
judice which  fometimes  blinds  them,  not- 
witbflanding  all  the  light  of  their  geniui* 


The  modem  Adseon,  of  whoA  he  ipesJct, 
was  king  Sebafiian.  He  loved  the  chaioe^ 
but  that  pleafnie,  which  is  one  of  the  moft 
innocent,  and  one  of  the  moft  noble  we 
can  pofiibly  tafte,  did  not  at  a|ll  interrupt 
his  attention  to  the  affiurs  of  ftaue,  and  di4 
not  render  him  f&vs^ge  aa  eur  author  pre- 
tends. On  this  point  the  ({iftorians  are  ra- 
ther to  be  believed.  And  what  would  the 
lot  of  princes  be,  were  they  allowed  no 
relaxation  from  their  teils,  while  they  al* 
low  that  privilege  to  their  people?  Sub- 
je6b  as  we  are,  let  us  venerate  the  fmrnfe-r 
ments  of  our  Sovereigns;  let  us  believe  that 
the  auguft  cares  for  our  good,  which  em- 
ploy tnem,  follow  th^m  often  even  to  the 
very  bofom  of  their  pleafures»" 

Many  are  the  ftrokes  in  the  Lufiad  which 
Qiuft  endear  the  character  of  Camoens  t» 
every  reader  of  feniibility*  The  noble  free- 
4om  and  manly  indication  with  which  he 
Qientiont  the  foible  of  his  prince,  and  the 
flatterers  ef  his  court,,  would  do  honour  to 
die  greateft  names  of  Greece  or  Rome. 
Wh&  the  ihadow  of  freedom  remained  in 
Portugal,  the  mateft  men  of  that  nation^ 
in  the  davs  of  Lufian  heroifm,.  thought  and 
cpnduded  themfelves  in  the  fpirit  of  Ca- 
moens.  A  noble  anecdote  of  this  brave 
4>irit  oSess  it&lf.  Alenao  IV.  fumamed 
tbi  Bra<ve^  afcended  the  throne  of  Portugal 
in  the  vigour  of  his  age.  The  pleafures  of 
the  chace  engroiTed  all  his  attention.  His 
qmfidenti^  and  favourites  encouraged,  and 

allure^ 
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In  defart  wilds  devoted  to  the  chace ; 
Each  dear  enchantment  of  the  female  face 
Spum'd  and  neglefted  :  Him  enraged  he  fees, 
And  fweet,  and  dread  his  puniftiment  decrees. 
Before  his  ravifli'd  fight,  in  fweet  furprife. 
Naked  in  all  her  charms  {hall  Dian  rife ; 
With  love's  fierce  flames  his  frozen  heart  fhall  ^  burn. 
Coldly  his  fuit,  the  nymph,  unmoved,  fhall  fpurn. 


allured  him  to  it.  Hb  time  was  (pent  in 
the  forefls  of  Ciatra,  while  the  affairs  of 
government  were  ncelcdled,  or  executed  by 
Uiofe  whofe  intereil  it  was  to  keep  their  fo- 
vereien  in  ignorance.  His  prefence«  at 
lafty  being  neceflary  at  Li/bony  he  entered 
the  council  with  all  the  briflc  impetuofity 
of  a  young  fportfinan,  and  with  great  famili- 
arity and  gaiety  entertained  his  nobles  with 
the  hiHory  of  a  whole  month  fpent  in  hunt- 
ing, in  filhing,  and  ihooting.  When  he 
hs^  finifhed  his  narrative,  a  nobleman  of 
the  firft  rank  rofe  up :  Courts  and  camps, 
faid  he,  were  allotted  for  kin^,  not  woods 
and  deferts.  Even  the  afBurs  of  private 
men  fuffer  when  recreation  is  preferred  to 
bufinefs.  But  when  the  whims  of  plcafure 
^ngrofs  the  thoughts  of  a  king,  a  whole 
nation  is  confignea  to  ruin.  We  came  here 
for  other  purpofes  than  to  hear  the  exploits 
of  the  chace,  exploits  which  are  only  intel- 
ligible to  grooms  and  fakoners.  If  your 
majefty  will  attend  to  the  wants,  and  re- 
move the  grievances  of  your  people,  yoij 
will  find  them  obedient  fubjedts ;  if  not 
The  king,  ftarting  with  rage,  inter- 
rupted him,  If  not,  what If  not,  re- 
fumed  the  nobleman,  in  a  firm  tone,  they 
will  look  for  another  and  a  better  king. 
Alonzo,  in  the  highefl  tranfport  of  pafiion, 
expreffed  his  rcfentment,  and  haHed  out  of 
the  room.  In  a  little  while  however  he  re- 
turned, calm  and  reconciled  ;  I  perceive, 
faid  he,  the  truth  of  what  you  fay.  He 
who  will  not  execute  the  duties  of  a  king, 
cannot  long  have  good  fubjeAs.  Remem- 
ber, from  this  day,  you  have  nothing  more 
to  do  with  Alonzo  the  fportfmani  but  with 


Alonzo  the  king  of  .Portugal.  His  majefty 
was  as  good  as  his  promiie,  and  became  as 
a  warriour  and  politician,  one  of  the  greateft 
of  the  Pprtuguefe  monarchs. 

P  H^itb  lon;^ s  fierce Jlamei  bisfrascen  hiori 
fiall  burn — <<  It  is  faid,  that  upon  the  faith 
of  a  portrait  Don  Sebaftian  fell  in  love  with 
Margaret  of  France,  daughter  of  HenYy  II. 
and  demanded  her  in  marriage,  \i!ax  was 
refnfed.  The  Spaniards  treated  him  no 
lefs  unfavourably,  for  they  alfb  rejeded  his 
propofals  for  one  of  the  daughters  of  Phi- 
lip II.  Our  author  coniiders  thefe  refufals 
as  the  punifhment  of  Don  SebafUan's  ex- 
ceffive  attachment  to  the  chace  ;  but  this  is 
onljr  a  confequence  of  the  prejudice  with 
which  he  viewed  the  amufements  of  his 
prince.  The  truth  is,  thefe  princefTes  were 
refufed  for  political  reafons,  and  not  with 
any  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  he  filled 
up  his  moments  of  leifure." 

Thus  Cailera,  who,  with  the  fame  fpiric 
of  fagacity,  flarts  and  anfwers  the  follow* 
ing  objedions :  ^*  But  here  is  a  difficulty : 
Camoens  wrote  during  the  life  of  Don  Se* 
baflian,  but  the  drcumfbmce  he  relates  (tb€ 
return  of  GamaJ  happened  feveral  years 
before,  under  the  reign  of  Emmanuel,  rlow 
therefbre  could  he  fay  that  Cupid  then  faw 
Don  Se.baftian  at  the  chace,  when  that 
prince  was  not  then  bom  ?  The  anfwer  is. 
eafy  :  Cupid,  in  the  allegory  of  this  work, 
reprcfents  the  love  of  God,  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  is  God  himfelf.  Now  the  Divinity 
admits  of  no  diiUn  Aion  of  time ;  one  glance 
of  his  eye  beholds  the  paft,  the  prefcnt, 
and  the  future  j  every  thing  is  preient  be- 
fore him.^' 

This 
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Of  thefe  loved  dogs  that  now  his  pafEons  fway. 
Ah,  may  he  never  fall  the  haplefs  prey  !  • 
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Enraged  he  fees  a  venal  herd^,  the  '  fhamc 

Of  human  race,  aflume  the  titled  name ; 

t*"       ...  -    . 

And  each,  for  fome  bafe  intereft  of  his  own. 
With  Flattery's  manna'd  lips  afTail  the  throne. 
He  fees  the  men,  vvrhom  holieft  fandtions  bind 
To  poverty,  and  love  of  human  kind  y 


This  defence  of  the  fiction  of  A^on,  is 
-not  more  abfard  than  afelefs.  The  free  and 
bold  (pirit  of  poetry,  and  in  particular  the 
nature  of  allegory,  defend  it.  The  poet 
might  eaiily  have  fai^dy'i^t  C^i^id/ore/aw  ; . , 
but  had  he  faid  fo  his  fatire  had  been  much 
lefs  genteel.  As  the^  f^timents  of  Caftera 
on  this  paflage  are  extremely  chara6lerifli- 
cal  of  the  French  ideas,  another  not6  fronft 
him  will  perhaps  be  agreeable.  "  **  Several 
Portuguefe  writers  have  remarked,  fays  he, 
that  the  wiih 

of  thefe  loved  dogs  that  now  his  pai}ions  ifwayj. 
Ah  !  may  he  never  fall  the  haplefs  prey  ! 

Had  in  it  an-air:of  jirophecy;  and'  Fate  in 
effedl,  feemed  carenil  td  accompUih  it,  in 
making  the  prefaged  woes  to  fall  'upon  Don 
Sebaflian.  If  he  did  not  fall  a  prey  to  his 
pack  of  hounds,  we  mav  however  fay  that 
he  was  devoured  by  his  favourites,  who 
mided  his  youth  and  his  great- foul.  But 
at  any  rate  our  poet  has  carried  the  frmilr- 
tude  too  far.  It  was  certainly  inj^urious  to 
Don  SebaiHan,  who  neverdielef^  liad  the 
bounty  not  only  not  to  punifh  this  audacity, 
but  to  reward  the  jufl  elggies  which  the  au- 
thor had  beftowed  on  him  in  other  places. 
As  much  as  the  indifcretion  of-Camoens 
ought  to  furprife  us,  as  much  ought  we  to 
admire  the  generofity  of  his  mafbr.*' 

This  foppery,  this  flavcry  in  thinking, 
cannot  fail  to  roufe  the  indignation  of  every 
manly  breaft,  when  the  fd£ts>>  are  fairly 
ibited.  Don  SebaiHan,  who  afcended  the 
throne  when  a  child,  was  a  prince  of  great 


abilities  and  mat  fpint,  bat  his  youth  was 
poifoned  with  the  moft  romantic  ideas  oP 
military  glory.     The  affairs  of  flate  were 
left  to  Kis  minifters,  f/or  nuhofe  charaaer 
fie  th-next  note),  his  other  ftudies  were  ne- 

flefted,  and  military  exerdfes,  of  which 
e  npt  unjttfLly  efteemed  the  chace  a 
principal,  were  almolB  his  fblc  employ* 
Camoens  beheld  this  romantic  turn,  and  in 
a  genteel  allegoiical  fafire  foreboded  its 
confequences.  The  wiih,  that  his  prince 
might  not  fall  the  prey  of  his  favourite  paf- 
jGon, ,  was  in  vain%     In  a  raih|  ill-concerted 

.  expedition  Into  Africa,  Don  Sebaflian  loft 
his  crown  in  his  twenty-fifth  year,  an  event 
which  foon' after  produced  die  fall  of  the 
Portuguefe  empire.  Had  the  nobility  pof- 
leiTed  the  fpirit  of  Camoens,  had  they, 
like  him,  endeavoured*  to  check  the  Quix- 
otifm  of  a  young  generous  prince,  that 
prince  might  have  reigned  long  and  happy, 
•and  <P6rtugal  mieht  have  efcaped  the  Sp»- 
niih  yoke,  which  fooii  followed  his  defeat 
at  Alcaz^ ;.  a  yoke  which  funk  Portugal 
iiito  an  abys  of  mifery,  from  which,  in  aH 

•probability,  ihe  will  never  emerge  in  her 
ibnner  fplendor. 

.  .  ^  EnfMged  hefies  a  *venal  herd^  thejhanu 
Of  human  race^  affume  the  titled  uame."^ 
*'  After  having  ridiculed  all  the  pleafures 
of  Don  SebaiHan,  the  author  now  proceeds 
to  his  courtiers,  to  whom  he  has  done  no 
injttfHee.  Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  Portuguefe  hiilory,  will  readily  acknow- 
ledge thb."     Ca/fera* 

While 


j^S  t    ti    t         t    ir    S    1    A    p.  fi60*  fit- 

While  foft  as  dfop  the  dews  cf  fcalmy  May, 
Their  words  preach  virtue  tod  htt  charms  d]i|jihry. 
He  fees  with  luft  of  gold  their  eyes  on  fire. 
And  every  wifh  to  lordly  ftatc  a^re ; 
He  fees  them  trim  the  liamp  at  night*s  mid  hour^ 
To  plan  new  laws  to  arm  the  regal  power ; 
Sleeplefs  at  night's  mid  hour  to  ra2e  the  laws. 
The  facred  bulwarks  df  the  peoples'  c4ufe. 
Framed  ere  the  blood  of  hard-eam'd  viftorry 
On  their  brave  fathers'  helm-hackt  fwords  was  ^iry^ 

Nor  tbefe  alont,  each  rank,  debafed  and  nide> 
Mean  bbjefts,  worthlefs  of  their  love,  purfued  : 
Their  paflions  thus  rebellious  to  his  lore. 
The  God  decrees  to  punifh  and  reftorc. 
The  littk  loves,  light  hoverilig  in  the  air. 
Twang  their  ifilk  bow-ftrings,  and  their  aims  prepare : 
Some  on  th'  immortal  anvils  point  the  dart. 
With  power  refiftlefs  to  inflame  the  heart ; 
Their  arrow  heads  they  tip  with  foft  defires. 
And  all  the  warmth  of  love's  celeftial  fires  ; 
Some  fprinkle  o'er  the  fhafts  the  -tears  of  wpc. 
Some  ftore  the  quiver,  fome  relax  the  bow  ; 
Each  chanting  as  he  works  the  tuneful  flxain 
Of  love's  dear  joys,  of  love's  luxurious  pain  ; 

4 

Charm'd 
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Charm'd  was  the  lay  to  conquer  and  refine. 
Divine  the  melody,  the  fong  divine. 

Already  now  began  the  vengeful  war. 
The  witnefs  of  the  God's  benignant  care ; 
On  the  hard  bofoms  of  the  ftubborn '  crowd 
An  arrowy  (hower  the  bowyer  train  beftow'd ; 
Pierced  by  thtf  whizzing  (hafts  deep  fighs  the  air. 
And  anfwering  fighs  the  wounds  of  love  declare. 
Though  various  featured  and  of  various  hue. 
Each  nymph  feems  lovelieft  in  her  lover's  view; 
Fired  by  the  darts,  by  novice  archers  fped. 
Ten  thoufand  wild  fantaftic  loves  are  bred : 
In  wildeft  dreams  the  ruftic  hind  afpires, 
And  haughtieft  lords  confefs  the  humbleft  fires. 

The  fnowy  fwans  of  Love's  celeftial  Queen 
Now  land  her  chariot  on  the  fhore  of  green ; 
One  knee  difplay'd  fhe  treads  the  flowery  flrand. 
The  gathered  robe  falls  loofely  from  her  hand  ; 
Half-feen  her  bofom  heaves  the  living  fnow. 
And  on  her  fmiles  the  living  Vofes  glow. 

^  On  the  hard  ho/ams  of  the  ftuhhorn  rrotW— There  is  an  elegance  in  the  original 
of  this  lincy  which  the  Englifh  language  will  not  adroit ; 

Noi^oros  cora9oens  de  plebe  dura» 

Id  the  hard  hearts  of  the  hard  vulgar.  ■ 

».      ■'    C  c  c  The 


•* 
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The  bowyer  God  whofe  fubtlc  (hafts  ne'dr  fly 
Mifaim'd,  in  vain,  in  vain  on  earth  or  fky. 
With  rofy  fmiles  the  Mother  Power  receives ; 
Around  her  climbing,  thick  as  ivy  leaves. 
The  vaflal  Loves  in  fond  contention  join 
Who  firft  and  mofl;  fhall  kifs  her  hand  divine. 
Swift  in  her  arms  fhe  caught  her  wanton  Boy, 
And,  Oh,  my  fon,  flie  cries,  my  pride,  my  joy, 
Againft  thy  might  the  dreadful  Typhon  fail'd, 
Againft  thy  fhaft  nor  heaven,  nor  Jove  prevailed ;. 
Unlefs  thine  arrow  wake  the  young  defires. 
My  ftrength,  my  power,  in  vain  each  charm  expires  : 
My  fon,  my  hope,  J  claim  thy  powerful  aid^ 
Nor  be  the  boon,  thy  mother  fues>  delay'd  : 
Where-e'er,  fo  will  th'  Eternal  Fates,  where-e'er 
The  Lufian  race  the  viftor  ftandards  rear. 
There  fhall  my  hymns  refound,  my  altars  flame^ 
And  heavenly  Love  her  joyful  lore  proclaim. 
My  Lufian  heroes,  as  my  Romans,  brave. 
Long  toft,  long  hopelefs  on  the  ftorm-torn  wave. 
Wearied  and  weak,  at  laft  on  India's  fhore 
Arrived,  new  toils,  repofe  denied,  they  bore ; 
For  Bacchus  there  with  tenfold  rage  purfued 
Ply  dauntlefs  fons,  but  now  his  might  fubdued. 
Amid  thefe  raging  feas,  the  fcene  of  woes. 
Theirs  fliall  be  now  the  balm  of  fweet  repofe ; 

Theirs 
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Theirs  every  joy  the  nobleft  heroes  claimt 

The  raptured  foretafte  of  immortal  fame. 

Then  bend  thy  bow  and  wound  the  Nereid  trainj 

The  lovely  daughters  of  the  azure  main  ; 

And  lead  them,  while  they  pant  with  amorous  fire^ 

Right  to  the  ifle  which  all  my  fmiles  infpire : 

Soon  fhall  my  care  that  beauteous  iQe  fupply. 

Where  Zephyr  breathing  love,  on  Flora's  lap  fhall  figh\ 

There  let  the  nymphs  the  gallant  heroes  meet. 

And  flrcw  the  pink  and  rofe  beneath  their  feet : 

In  chryftal  halls  the  feaft  divine  prolong. 

With  wine  ne<ftareous  and  immortal  fong : 

Let  every  nymph  the  fnow  white  bed  prepare^^ 

And,  fairer  far,  refign  her  bdfom  there  ; 

There  to  the  greedy  riotous  embrace 

Refign  each  hidden  charm  with  deareft  grace* 

Thus  from  my  native  waves  a  hero  line 

Shall  rife,  and  o'er  the  Eaft  illuftrious  *  fhine  ; 

Thus  fhall  the  rebel  world  thy  prowefs  know. 

And  what  the  boundlefs  joys  our  friendly  powers  beflow* 

She  faid ;  and  fmiling  viewed  her  mighty  Boy  s 
Swift  to  the  chariot  fprings  the  god  of  joy; 

•  Thuifrom  my  native  waves  m  htro  line  rcids,  is  to  be  underflood  the  other  Portn^ 

Shall  ri/e^  an^  o^er  tb^afi  iiiu/hivus  Jbrw^  guefe,  who,  fbllowifig  the  ftepi  of  Gama^ 

**  By  the  line  of  heroes  to  be  ^rodiKed  by  eibiblifhed  illuftrious  colonies  in  India."—* 

the  union  of  the  Portugoefe  widi  the  Ne-*  Cajhra. 

Coca  His 
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His  ivory  bow,  and  arrows  tipt  with  gold, 
Blaz'd  to  the  fun-beam  as  the  chariot  rolFdt    . 
Their  filver  harncfs  fhining  to  the  day 
The  fwans  on  milk-white  pinions  fpring  away,. 
Smooth  gliding  o'er  the  clouds  of  lovely  blue; 
And  Fame, '  fo  will'd  the  God,  before  them  flew  r 
A  giant  goddefs,  whofe  ungovern'd  tongue 
With  equal  zeal  proclaims  or  right  or  wrong ; 
Oft  had  her  lips  the  god  of  love  blafphem'd,. 
And  oft  with  tenfold  praife  his  conquefts  nam'd  i 
An  hundred  eyes  (he  rolls  with  ceafekfs  care, 
A  thoufand  tongues  what  thefe  behold  declare : 
Fleet  is  her  flighty  the  lightning's  wing  (he  rides. 
And  though  fhe  (hifts  her  colours  fwift  as  glides 
The  April  rainbow,  flill  the  croud  (he  guides. 
And  now  aloft  her  wondering  voice  (he  rais'd. 
And  with  a  thoufand  glowing  tongues  (he  prais'd 

The  bold  Difcoverers  of  the  eaftern  world 

In  gentle  fwells  the  liftening  furges  curl'd. 
And  murmur'd  to  the  founds  of  plaintive  love 
Along  the  grottoes  where  the  Nereids  rove. 
The  drowfy  Power  on  whofe  fmooth  eafy  meia 
The  fmiles  of  wonder  and  delight  are  feen^ 

-  •  Ah  J  Fame        a  giant-goJde/s'~~^T\a%  imitations,  copies  after  Homer.    He  adopts 

paflago  affords  a  ftriking  inilance  of   the  fome  circumfunces,.  but  by  adding  others^ 

lodgment  oF  Camoens.     Virgil's  ^lebrated  be  makes  a  new  pi^ure^  which  jjuiiUy  may 

defcription  of  Fame,  (fee  p.  206.)  is  in  his  be  calkd  his  own. 


eye,  but  he  copies  it,  as  Virgil,  in  his  bell 


Whofe 
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Whofe  glofly  fimpering  eye  befpeaks  her  name. 
Credulity,  attends  the  goddefs  Fame. 
..Fired  by  the  heroes'  praife,  the  watery  gods  % 
With  ardent  fpeed  forfake  their  deep  abodes; 
Their  rage  by  vengeful  Bacchus  rais'd  of  late. 
Now  ftung  remorfe,  and  love  fucceeds  to  hate. 
Ah,  where  remorfe  in  female  bofbm  bleeds^j 
The  tendered  love  in  all  its  glow  fucceeds. 
When  fancy  glows,  how  ftrong,  O  Love,  thy  power  \ 
Nor  flipt  the  eager  God  the  happy  hour ; 
Swift  fly  his  arrows  o'er  the  billowy  main,. 
Wing'd  with  his  fires,  nor  flies  a  fliaft  in  vain  t 
Thus,  ere  the  face  the  lover's  breaft  infpircs. 
The  voice  of  fame  awakes  the  foft  defires. 
While  from  the  bow-ftring  flart  the  fhafts  divine. 
His  ivory  moon's  wide  horns  incefl!ant  join. 
Swift  twinkling  to  the  view ;  and  wide  he  pours 
Omnipotent  in  love. his  arrowy  fhowers* 
E'en  Thetis'  felf  confeft  the  tender  fmart. 
And  pour'd  the  murmurs  of  the  wounded  heart ; 

*»  ——  The  nvatery  |»^/— ^To  mention  however  i&  daflica],  and  therefore  retained, 
the  j;ocls  in  the  mafculinc  gender,  and  im-  Virgil  ufcs  it,  where  Eneas  is  conduced  by 
mediately  to  apply  to  them,  Venus  through  the  flames  of  Troy ; 

O  peito  feminiU  que  levemente  Defcendo,  ac  ducente  DeOt  flammtm  inter  et 

Muda  quayfqucr  propofitos  toroadofl.—  hoftes 

The  eafe  with  which   the  female  bread  ^^    ^ 

changes  its  rcfolutionsy  may  to  the  hyper-       This  is  in  the  manner  of  the  Greek  Poets, 

chtic  appear  reprehenfible.    The  expreffion       who  ufe  ^e  word  Oid^  for  GodA  Goddefs* 

Soft 
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Soft  o'er  the  billows  pants  the  amourous  figh  1 
With  wifhful  langour  melting  on  each  eye 
The  love-fick  nymphs  explore  the  tardy  fails 
That  waft  the  heroes  on  the  lingering  gales. 

Give  way,  ye  lofty  billows,  low  fubfide. 
Smooth  as  the  level  plain,  your  fwelling  pride, 
Lo,  Venus  comes !     Oh,  foft,  ye  furges,  fleep. 
Smooth  Be  the  bofom  of  the  azure  deep, 
Lo,  Venus  comes  !  and  in  her  vigorous  train 
She  brings  the  healing  balm  of  love-fick  pain. 
White  as  her  fwans",  and  ftately  as  they  rear 
Their  fnowy  crefts  when  o'er  the  lake  they  fleer. 
Slow  moving  on,  behold,  the  fleet  appears. 
And  o'er  the  diftant  billow  onward  fteers^ 
The  beauteous  Nereids  flufh'd  in  all  their  charms 
Surround  the  Goddefs  of  the  foft  alarms  : 
Right  to  the  ifle  flie  leads  the  fmiling  train. 
And  all  her  arts  her  balmy  lips  explain ; 
The  fearful  langour  of  the  alking  eye. 
The  lovely  blufli  of  yielding  modefty. 
The  grieving  look,  the  figh,  the  favouring  fmile. 
And  all  th'  endearments  of  the  open  wile. 


"^  White  as  her  fivans-- — A  diftant  fltct  the  originaL    It  is  adopted  from  an  uncom- 

compared  to  fwans  on  a  lake  is  certainly  an  mon  liberty  taken  by  Fanihaw  i 

happy  thought.     The  allufion  to  the  pomp  Xhe  pregnanti^/«  on  Ncptunc't  furface  crcejw 

of  Venus,    whofe  agency  is   immediately  Like  her  own  Siuans^  in  gate^  out-cbef^  and 

concerned,  gives  it  befidcs  a  peculiar  pro-  fetber. 
priety.      This  /imilic  however  is  not  in 

She 
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She  taught  the  nymphs ^^in  willing  breafts  that  heaved 

To  hear  her  lore,  her  lore  the  nymphs  received. 

As  now  triumphant  to  their  native  fhorc 
Through  the  wide  deep  the  joyful  navy  bore> 
Earneft  the  pilot's  eyes  fought  cape  or  bay. 
For  long  was  yet  the  various  watery  way ; 
Sought  cape  or  ifle  from  whence  their  boats  might  bring 
The  healthful  bounty  of  the  chryftal  fpring ; 
When  fudden,  all  in  nature's  pride  array'd. 
The  Ifle  of  Love  its  glowing  breaft  difplay'd* 
O'er  the  green  bofom  of  the  dewy  lawn 
Soft  blazing  flow'd  the  filver  of  the  dawn. 
The  gentle  waves  the  glowing  luftre  fhare, 
Arabia's  balm  was  Iprinkled  o'er  the  air. 
Before  the  fleet,  to  catch  the  heroes'  view. 
The  floating  ifle  fair  Acidalia  drew  : 
Soon  as  the  floating  verdure  caught  their  *  fight. 
She  fixt,  unmov'd,  the  ifland  of  delight. 
So  when  in  child-birth  of  her  Jove-fprung  load. 
The  fylvan  goddefs  and  the  bowyer  god, 

*  Soon  as  the  footing  <verdure  caught  their  Venns.     **  The  fi£lioii9  of  Ctmoens,   feys 

fight  ■      "As  the  departure  of  Gama  from  he,  fint  J^autant  plus  mer^veilleufesy  qu^elies 

India  was  abrupt  (fee  his  life)  he  put  into  out  toutes  leur  fon^iimeut  iians  Vbiftoire^  are 

one  of  the  beautiful  iflands  of  Anchediva  the  more  marvellous,  becauie  they  are  all 

for  frefh  water.    While  he  was  here  careen-  founded  in  hiflor^.     It  is  not  difficult  to  find 

ing  his  (hips,  fays  Faria,  a  pirate  named  why  he  makes  his  ifland  of  Anchediva  to 

Timoja,  attacked  him  with  eight  fmall  veA  wander  on  the  waves ;  it  is  in  alloiion  to  a 

fels,  fo  linked  together  and  covered  with  fingular  event  related  by  Barros."     He  then 

boughs,  that  they  formed  the  apnearance  of  proceeds  to  the  ftory  of  Timoja,  as  if  the 

a  floating  ifland.    This,  fays  Caflera,  af-  genius  of  Camoens  flood  in  need  of  fo  weak 

forded  the  fidion  of  the  floating  ifland  of  an  afliflancCt 

In 
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In  friendly  pity  of  Latona's  woes% 
Amid  the  waves  the  Delian  ifle  arofe. 
And  now  led  fmoothly  o'er  the  furrow'd  tide. 
Right  to  the  ifle  of  joy  the  vcflels  glide : 
The  bay  they  enter,  where  on  every  liand. 
Around  them  clafps  the  flower-enameird  land ; 
A  fafe  retreat,  where  not  a  blaft  may  fhake 
Its  fluttering  pinions  o'er  the  ftilly  lake. 
With  purple  fhells,  transfus'd  as  marble  veins. 
The  yellow  fands  cclefl:ial  Venus  ftains. 
With  graceful  pride  three  hills  of  foftefl:  green 
Rear  their  fair  bofoms  o'er  the  fylvan  fcene ; 
Their  fides  embroider'd  boaft  the  rich  array 
Of  flowery  flirubs  in  all  the  pride  of  May ; 
The  purple  lotos  and  the  fnowy  thorn. 
And  yellow  pod-flowers  every  flope  adorn. 
From  the  green  fummits  of  the  leafy  hills 
Defcend  with  murmuring  lapfc  three  limpid  rills ; 
Beneath  the  rofe-trees  loitering  flow  they  glide. 
Now  tumbles  o'er  fomc  rock  their  chryft:al  pride ; 
Sonorous  now  they  roll  adown  the  glade. 
Now  plaintive  tinkle  in  the  fecret  fliade. 
Now  from  the  darkling  grove,  beneath  the  beam 
Of  ruddy  morn,  like  melted  filver  fl:ream, 

y  In  friendly  pity  of  hatontCs  icw/— -  diftrcfs,  raifed  the  ifland  of  Delos  for  her 

I.atona,  in  pregnancy  by  Jupiter,  was  perfc-  refuge,  where  (he  was  delivered  of  ApoiLo 

cutcd  by  Juno,  who  f-nt  the  fcrpent  Python  and  Diana.        ■     Ovid.  Met. 
in  purfuit  of  her.    Neptune,  in  pity  of  her 

Edging 
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Edging  the  painted  margins  of  the  bowers. 
And  breathing  liquid  freflinefs  on  the  flowers. 
Where  bright  refledled  in  the  pool  below 
The  vermil  apples  tremble  on  the  bough ; 
Where  o'er  the  yellow  fands  the  waters  fleep 
The  primrofed  banks,  inverted,  dew  drops  weep ; 
Where  murmuring  o*er  the  pebbles  purls  the  ftream 
The  filver  trouts  in  playful  curvings  gleam. 
Long  thus  and  various  every  tiv'let  flrays. 
Till  clofing  now  their  long  meandring  maze. 
Where  in  a  fmiling  vale  the  mountains  end, 
Form'd  in  a  chryftal  lake  the  waters  blend  ' : 
Fring'd  was  the  bord^er  with  a  woodland  fhade. 
In  every  leaf  of  various  green  array'd. 
Each  yellow-ting*d,  each  riiingling  tint  between. 
The  dark  afli-verdure  and  the  filvery  green. 
The  trees  now  bending  forward  flowly  fhake 
Their  lofty  honours  o'er  the  chryflal  lake; 
Now  from  the  flood  the  graceful  boughs  retire 
With  coy  referve,  and  now  again  admire 
Their  various  liveries  by  the  fummer  dreft, 
Smooth-glofs'd  and  foftened  in  the  mirror's  breafl. 


*  TornCd  in  a  chryftal  lake  the  tvaters 
hhnd.  —  Caftera  alfo  attributes  this  to  hif- 
tbry.  "  The  Portuguefe  adiually  found  in 
this  ifland,  fays  he,  a  fine  piece  of  water 
ornamented  with  hewn  ilones  and  magnifi- 
cent aquedu^s ;  an  ancient  and  fuperb  work, 
of  which  no  body  knew  the  author." 


In  1505  Don  Frandfco  Almeyda  built  a 
fort  in  this  ifland.  In  digging  among  fbme 
ancient  ruins  he  found  many  crucifixes  of 
black  and  red  colour,  from  whence  the  Por- 
tuguefe conjectured,  fays  Oforius,  that  the 
Anchedivian  iflands  had  in  former  ages  been 
inhabited  by  Chriflians.     Vid.  Ofor.  L.  iv. 


D  d  d 
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So  by  her  glafs  the  wifhful  virgin  flays. 
And  oft  retiring  fteals  the  lingering  gaze. 
A  thoufand  boughs  aloft  to  heaven  difplay 
Their  fragrant  apples  fhining  to  the  day  -, 
The  orange  here  perfumes  the  buxom  *  air. 
And  boafts  the  golden  hue  of  Daphne's  hair. 
Near  to  the  ground  each  fpreading  bough  defccnds^ 
Beneath  her  yellow  load  the  citron  bends ; 
The  fragrant  lemon  fccnts  the  cooly  grove  i 
Fair  as  when  ripening  for  the  days  of  love 
The  virgin's  breads  the  gentle  fwell  avow. 
So  the  twin  fruitage  fwell  on  every  bough. 
Wild  foreft  trees  the  mountain  fides  array 'd 
With  curling  foliage  and  romantic  fhade  : 
Here  fpreads  the  poplar,  to  Alcidcs  dear ; 
And  dear  to  Phoebus,  ever  verdant  here> 

•  The  orange  here  fer/umes  the  hux§m  air,  Omiquc,  iliceaeqiietrabes,  meniamYnque  CxAco 

And  boafts  the gdden  hue  ofDnphm^s  hair.--^  Taxus,  &  infandos  belli  potura  criiores 

Frequent  alluflons  to  the  fables  of  the  an-  Fraxinus,  ataue  fmi  non  expuOTabilc  it>burs 

tients  form  a  charafterifUcal  feature  of  the  Hinc  audax  abies,  &  odoro  vulncrc  pinus 

poetry  of  the  i6th  and  17th  centuries.     A        ^^^'''^:^-  ^f JT.-"'  "^^^  ?•?'"»?*  '"T 
^    r>        /••    •        J     ^  J      *      r         Alnus  amica  frcus,  ncc  inhofpita  vitibus  ulmu»* 

profufion  of  it  is  pedantry ;  a  moderate  ufc  *  y     ^  ^  uu.  uimu»» 

of  it  however  in   a  poem   of  thefc  times  j^  rural  dcfcripttons  three  things  arc  ncccf- 

pleafes,   becaufe  it  difcoycrs  the  ftages  of  f^y  to  render  them  poetical ;  the  happinefs 

compofition,  and  has  in  itfelf  a  fine  effedt,  of  epithet,  of  pidurefque  arrangement,  and 

as  it  illuflrates  its  fubjea  by  prefentmg  the  of  little  landfcapc  views.      Without  thefc. 

daffical  reader  with  fome  little  landfcapes  of  all  the  names  of  trees  and  flowers,  though 

that  country  through  which  he  has  travelled.  ftrung  together  in  tolerable  numbers,  con- 

The  defcription   of  forefts  is  a  ^vounte  tain  no  more  poetry  than  a  nurferyman  or  a 

topic  in   poetry.      Chaucer,   Taffo,    and  florift's  catalogue.     In  Statins,  in  Taflb  and 

Spenfer,  have  been  happy  m  it,  but  both  Spcnfcr»s  admired  forefts,  (Gicr.  Liber.  C. 

have  copied  an  admired  paffage  m  Stauus  ;  ^.  St.  75,  j6,  and  F.  Queen,  B.  1.  C.  i. 

Cadit  ardiia  fagus,  ^'-  ^:  9-)  ^^^  PO«try  conlifts  entirely  in  the 

Chaoniumque  nemus,  bi  umaequc  ilUfa  ci>prcf-  happinefs  of  the  epithets.     In  Camoens,  all 

fu« ;  the  three  requifites  are  admirably  attained, 

Procombunt  plccx,  flammis  alimenta  fuprcmis^  and  blended  together. 

The 
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The  laurel  joins  the  bowers  for  ever  green. 

The  myrtle  bowers  belov'd  of  beauty's  queen. 

To  Jove  the  oak  his  wide  fpread  branches  rears  5 

And  high  to  heaven  the  fragrant  cedar  bears ; 

Where  through  the  glades  appear  the  cavern'd  rocks. 

The  lofty  pine-tree  waves  her  fable  locks ; 

Sacred  to  Cybele  the  whifpering  pine 

Loves  the  wild  grottoes  where  the  white  cliffs  fliine  ; 

Here  towers  the  cyprefs,  preacher  to  the  wife, 

Lefs'ning  from  earth  her  fpiral  honours  rife. 

Till,  as  a  fpear-point  reared,  the  topmoft  fpray 

Points  to  the  Eden  of  eternal  day. 

Here  round  her  foftering  elm  the  fmiling  vine 

In  fond  embraces  gives  her  arms  to  twine. 

The  numerous  clufters  pendant  from  the  boughs. 

The  green  here  gliftens,  here  the  purple  glows ; 

For  here  the  genial  feafons  of  the  year 

Danc'd  hand  in  hand,  no  place  for  winter  here  j 

His  grifly  vifage  from  the  ftiore  expeird. 

United  fway  the  fmiling  feafons  held. 

Around  the  fwelling  fruits  of  deepening  red. 

Their  fnowy  hues  the  fragrant  bloffoms  fpread ; 

Between  the  burfting  buds  of  lucid  green 

The  apple's  ripe  vermillion  blufh  is  feen ; 

For  here  each  gift  Pomona's  hand  beftows 

In  cultur'd  garden,  free,  uncultured  flows, 

D  d  d  2  The 
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The  flavour  fweeter,  and  the  hue  more  fair. 

Than  e'er  was  fofter'd  by  the  hand  of  care. 

The  cherry  here  in  ftiining  crimfon  glows ; 

And  flain'd  with  lover's  blood  ^  in  pendant  rows,. 

The  bending  boughs  the  mulberries  o'erload ;, 

The  bending  boughs  carefs'd  by  Zephyr  nod. 

The  generous  peach,  that  ftrengthens  in  exile 

Far  from  his  native  earth,  the  Periian  foil. 

The  velvet  peach  of  fofeft  glofly  blue 

Hangs  by  the  pomgranate  of  orange  hue„ 

Whofe  open  heart  a  brighter  red  difplays 

Than  that  which  fparkles  in  the  ruby's  blaze. 

Here,  trembling  with  their  weight,  the  branches  bear, 

Delicious  as  profufe,  the  tapering  pear. 

For  thee,  fair  fruit,  the  fongfters  of  the  grove 

With  hungry  bills  from  bower  to  arbour  rove. 

Ah,  if  ambitious  thou  wilt  own  the  care 

To  grace  the  feaft  of  heroes  and  the  fair. 

Soft  let  the  leaves  with  grateful  umbrage  hide 

The  green-ting'd  orange  of  thy  mellow  fide. 

A  thoufand  flowers  of  gold,  of  white  and  red 

Far  o'er  the  fhadowy  '  vale  their  carpets  fpread. 


^  And  ftain^d  -with  Lover^s  bhod.^'-''^'?y-^  Signa  tcne  caedis  :  pullofquc  et  luftibut  aptot^ 

ramus  and  Thifbe :  Semper  habe  foetus  gemini  monuraenta  cruorU. 

Arborci  foetus  afpergine  cadis  in  atram  Ovid.  Met. 

Vcrtuntur  faciem :  niadefa6laque  fanguine  radix  ^,     ^  .  t  •       i 

Puniceotingitpendentia  mora  colore ^  .V^  Jhado'wy  'vaU •lateral 

At  tu  quo  ramis  arbor  miferabiU  corpus  from  the  orig^al, O  fombrio  ntalle^ 

Nunc  tcgis  unius,  raox  es  te^ujra  duorum  \  which  Fanfliaw  however  haa  tranflated,  '^  the 

gloomy 
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Of  fairer  tapeftry,  and  of  richer  bfoom. 
Than  ever  glow'd  in  Perfia's- boafted  loom  : 
As  glittering  rainbows  a'er  the  verdure  throv^^n. 
O'er  every  w^oodland  walk  th'  embroidery  flione. 
Here  o'er  the  watery  mirror's-  lucid^bed 
NarciiTus,  felf-enamour'd,  hangs  the  head  ; 
And  here,  bedew'd  with  love's  celeftial  tears. 
The  woe-markt  flower  of  flain  Adonis  ^  rears 
Its  purple  head,  prophetic  of  the  ceign, . 
When  lofl  Adonis  fhall  revive  again*. 
At  flrife  appear  the  lawns  and  purpled  fkies. 
Which  from  each  other  Hole  the  beauteous  *  dyes  : 
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rlo6my  valley,"  and  thus  has  given  us  a 
funereal,  where  the  author  intended  a  feT- 
tive  landfcape.  It  mud  be  confefTed  how- 
ever, that  the  defcription  of  the  iiland  of 
Venus,  is  infinitely  the  beft  part  all  of  Fan- 
fiiaw's  tranflation.  And  indeed  the  duileft 
profe  tranflation  might  obfcure,  but  could 
not  poflibly  throw  a  total  eclipfe  over  fo  ad-^ 
mirable  an  original. 

**  The  mjoe-^arkt  flower  of  flain  Adonis'-^ 
lAjater^dby  the  tears  of  love,  >  The  Aene- 
mone.  **  This,  fays  Caftera,  is  applicable 
to  the  celeilial  Venus,  for  according  to  my- 
thology, her  amour  with  Adonis  hadnothine 
in  it  impure,  but  was  only  the  love  which 
nature  bears  to  the  fun."  The  fables  of  an- 
tiquity have  generally  a  threefold  interpre- 
tation, an  him)rical  allufion,  a  phyfical  and 
a  metaphyflcal  allegory.  In  the  latter  view, 
the  fable  of  Adonis  is  only  applicable  to  the 
celeftial  Venus.  A  divine  youth  is  outrage- 
Qufly  flain,  but  fliall  revive  again  at  the  re- 
iloration  of  the  golden  age.  Several  na- 
tions, it  is  well  known,  under  different 
names,  celebrated  the  myfteries,  or  the  deatH 
and  refurrefUoa  of  Adonis ;  among  whom 


were  the  Britifli  Druids,  as  we  are  told  by 
Dr.Stukely.  In  the  fame  manner  Cupid, 
in  the  fable  of  Phyche,  is  interpreted  by 
mytholbgifts,  to  fignify  the  divine  love 
weeping  over  the  degeneracy  of  human  nature. 

*  At  flrife  appear  the  latvns  and  purpled 
Jkies^  ijohofrom  each  other  flole  the  beauteous 
dyes. — On  this  paflage  Caftera  has  the  fol- 
lov^dng  fenfiblc  though  turgid  note  :  "  This 
*'  thought,  fays  he,  is  taken  from  the  idyl- 
"  Hum  of  Aufonius  on  the  rofe  ; 

"  Ambigeres  raperctnc  rofis  Aurora  ruborem, 
<<  An  daret,  &  flores  tingcre  torta  dies. 

"  Camoens  who  had  a  genius  rich  of  itfelf, 
**  ftill  farther  enriched  it  at  the  expence  of 
'<  the  ancients.  Behold  what  makes  great 
"  authors!  Thofe  who  pretend  to  give  us 
"  nothing  but  the  fruits  of  their  own 
"  growth,  foon  fail,  like  the  little  rivulets 
"  which  dry  up  in  the  fummer,  very  dif- 
**  ferent  from  the  floods,  who  receive  in 
*•  their  courfe  the  tribute  of  an  hundred  and 
"  an  hundred  rivers,  and  which  even  in 
**'  the  dog-days  carry  their  waves  triumphanc 
**  to  the  ocean*'* 
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The  lawn  in  all  Aurora's  luftre  glows, 
Aurora  Heals  the  blufhes  of  the  rofe. 
The  rofe  difplays  the  blufhes  that  adorn 
The  ipotlefs  virgin  on  the  nuptial  morn. 
Zephyr  and  Flora  emulous  confpire 
To  breathe  their  graces  o*er  the  field's  attire ; 
The  one  gives  healthful  frefhnefs,  one  the  hue. 
Fairer  than  e'er  creative  pencil  drew. 
Pale  as  the  love-fick  hopelefs  maid  they  dye 
The  modeft  violet ;  from  the  curious  eye 
The  modeft  violet  turns  her  gentle  head. 
And  by  the  thorn  weeps  o'er  her  lowly  bed. 
Bending  beneath  the  tears  of  pearly  dawn 
The  fnow  white  lilly  glitters  o'er  the  lawn ; 
Low  from  the  bough  reclines  the  damafk  rofe. 
And  o'er  the  lilly 's  milk  white  bofom  glows. 
Frefli  in  the  dew  far  o'er  the  painted  dales. 
Each  fragrant  herb  her  fweeteft  fcent  exhales. 
The  hyacinth  bewrays  the  doleful  Ai\ 
And  calls  the  tribute  of  Apollo's  figh ; 
Still  on  it's  bloom  the  mournful  flower  retains 
The  lovely  blue  that  dy'd  the  ftripling's  veins, 

^  The  hymcintb  benvri^s  the  dtleftd  K\.^^  Purpureus  color  hiiic,  argenteus  cffet  in  illit. 

Hyacinthus,  a  youth  beloved  of  Apollo,  by  Non  fatis  h«c  Phxbo  eft;  is  enini  fuit  a«aor 

whom  he  was  accidenully  flain,  and  after-  -  .  honons.  .  ^  .. .      .   ^.    *. 

I   ».,,„,^  •   fr«  -  fl^«,./.  *P"5  fuo«  gemitus  fohis  micnbit;  &  Ai,  Ai, 

Flos  oritur,  formamquc  capit,  quam  Hlia:  ^  '  OviD.  Met 


non. 
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Pomona  fir'd  with  rival  envy  views 
The  glaring  pri^e  of  Flora's  dariing  hues  ; 
Where  Flora  bids  the  purple  iris  fpread. 
She  hangs  the  wilding's  bloflbm  white  and  red ; 
Where  wild  thyme  purples,  where  the  daify  fnows 
The  curving  flopes,  the  melon's  pride  fhe  throws  ; 
Where  by  the  Aream  the  lilly  of  the  vale, 
Primrofe,  and  cowilip  meek,  perfume  the  gale^ 
Beneath  the  lilly  and-the  cowflip's  bell 
The  fcarlet  ftrawberrics  luxurious  fvvell. 
Nor  thefe  alone  the  teeming  Eden  yields, 
^ach  harmlefs  beftial  crops  the  flowery  fields  > 
And  birds  of  every  note  and  every  wing 
Their  loves  refponfive  thro'  the  branches  fing : 
In  fweet  vibrations  thrilling  o'er  the  fkies. 
High  pois'd  in  air  the  lark  his  warbling  tries  ; 
The  fwan  flow  failing  o'er  the  chryftal  lake 
Tunes  his  melodious  note  ;  from  every  brake 
The  glowing  ftrain  the  nightingale  returns, 
'  And  in  the  bowers  of  love  the  turtle  mourns* 
Pleas'd  to  behold  his  branching  horns  appear. 
O'er  the  bright  fountain  bends  the  fearlefs  deer; 
The  hare  ft:arts  trembling  from  the  bufliy  fliade. 
And  fwiftly  circling,  crofl^es  oft  the  glade. 
Where  from  the  rocks  the  bubbling  founts  difl:il. 
The  milk-white  lambs  come  bleating  down  the  hill  5 

The 
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The  dappled  heifer  feeks  the  vales  below. 
And  from  the  thicket  fprings  the  bounding  doe. 
To  his  lov'd  neft,  on  fondly  fluttering  wings. 
In  chirping  bill  the  Jittle  fongfter  brings 
The  food  untafted  ;  tranfport  thrills  his  breaft ; 
*Tis  nature's  touch,  'tis  inftindt's  heav'n-like  feaft. 
Thus  bower  and  lawn  were  deckt  with  Eden's  flowers. 
And  fong  and  joy  imparadifed  the  bowers. 

And  foon  the  fleet  their  ready  anchors  threw : 
Lifted  on  eager  tip-toe  at  the  view. 
On  nimble  feet  that  bounded  to  the  fl:rand 
The  fecond  Argonauts  *  elance  to  land. 
Wide  o'er  the  beauteous  ifle  ^  the  lovely  Fair 
Stray  through  the  diftant  glades,  devoid  of  xarc 


K  The  fecond  Jrgonauts.'^'-^'T\it  expedi- 
tion of  the  Golden  Fleece  was  edeemed  in 
ancient  poetry,  one  of  the  znofl  daring  ad- 
ventures, the  fuccefs  of  which  was  accounted 
miraculous.  The  allufions  of  Camoens  to 
this  voyage,  though  in  the  fpirit  of  "his  age, 
are  by  no  means  improper. 

^  Wide  o*er  the  beauteous  fjle  the  lo'vely  Fair, 
We  now  come  to  the  pafTage  con- 
demned by  Voltaire  as  fo  lafcivious,  that  no 
nation  in  Europe,  except  the  Portuguefe  and 
Italians  could  oear  it.  Eut  the  author  of 
the  detellable  poem  La  Pucelle  d^Orleansy 
talks  of  the  ifland  of  Venus  with  that  fame 
knowledge  of  his  fubjedl  with  which  he 
made  Camoens,  who  was  not  then  bom,  a 
companion  to  Gama  in  the  expedition  which 
difcovered  the  route  to  India.  Though  Vol- 
taire's cavils,  I  truft,  arc  in  general  fully  an- 
fwercd  m  the  preface,  a  particular  exa- 
mination of  the  charge  of  mdecency  may 
not  be  unnece/Tary  ere  the  reader  enter 
upon  the  pafTage  it(elf.    No  painter  then, 


let  It  be  remembcrea,  -was  crerlikmed  for 
drawing  the  graces  unveiled  or  naked.  In 
fculpture,  in  painting,  and  poetry,  it  is  not 
nakednefs,  it  is  the  expreflion  or  manner 
only  that  offends  decency.  It  is  this  which 
conflitutes  the  difference  between  a  Venos 
de  Medicis  and  the  lafcivious  paintings  in 
tht  apartments  of  a  Tiberius.  The  fate  of 
Camoens  has  hitherto  been  very  peculiar. 
The  mixture  of  Pagan  and  Chriftian  mytho* 
loey  in  his  machinery  has  been  anathema- 
tiied,  and  his  ifland  of  Love  reprefcnted  as 
a  brothel.  Yet  both  accufations  are  the 
arrogant  aflertions  of  the  mofl  fuperflcial  ac- 
quaintance with  his  works,  a  Hear/ay^  ecchoed 
from  critic  to  critic.  His  poem  itfelf,  and 
a  comparifon  of  its  parts  with  the  iimilar 
condud  of  the  greateft  modern  poets,  will 
clearly  evince,  that  in  both  inilances  no 
modern  Epic  Writer  of  note  has  given  lefe 
offence  to  true  criticifm. 

Not  to  mention  Arioflo,  whofe  defcriptions 
will  often  admit  of  no  paliation,  Taflfo, 

Spcnfer, 
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From  lowly  valley  and  from  mountain  grove 
The  lovely  nymphs  renew  the  ftrains  of  love. 
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Spenfer,  and  Milton »  kave  always  been  er> 
deemed  among  the  chafteft  of  poets,  yet  In 
that  delicacy  of  warm  defcription^  which 
Milton  has  fo  finely  exemplified  in  the  nup- 
tials of  our  firft  parents,  none  of  them  can 
boafl  the  continued  uniifbrmity  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  Poet.  Though  there  is  a  warmth 
in  the  colouring  of  Camoens  which  even  the 

genius  of  TaiFo  has  not  reached ;  and  though 
le  iiland  of  Armida  is  evidently  copied 
from  the  Lufiad,  yet  thofe  who  are  pofTciTed 
of  the  finer  feelings,  will  eaiily  difcover  an 
efTential  difiference  between  the  love-fcenes 
of  the  two  poets,  a  difference  greatly  in 
favour  of  the  delicacy  of  the  former.  Though 
the  nymphs  in  Camoens  are  detected  naked 
In  the  woods  and  in  the  ilream,  and  though 
defirous  to  captivate,  ilill  their  behaviour  is 
that  of  the  virgin  who  hojpes  to  be  the 
fjpoufe.  They  ad  the  part  of  offended  mo- 
tlelly ;  even  when  they  yield  they  are  filent, 
and  'tehave  in  every  j-efpcd  like  Milton's 
£v£4n  the  (bite  of  innocence,  who 

■  — «    What  was  honour  knew       ■ 

^nd  who  difplayed 

Her  virtue,  and  the  confcienceoF  her  worth. 
That  would  be  wooed,  and  not  unfought  be  won. 

To  fum  up  all,  the  nuptial  fan6Uty  draws  its 
Tiallowcd  curtains,  and  a  mafterly  allegory 
ihuts  up  the  love-fcenes  of  Camoens. 

How  diflPerent  from  all  this  is  the  ifland  of 
Armida  in  TafTo,  and  its  tranflation,  the 
bower  of  Acrafia,  in  Spenfer !  In  thcfe 
virtue  is  feduced^  the  fcene  therefore  islefs 
delicate.  The  nymphs,  while  they  are 
bathing,  in  place «!  the  modefty  of  the  bride 
as  in  Camoens,  employ  all  the  arts  oi  the 
lafcivious  wanton.  They  flay  not  to  be 
wooed  ;  but,  as  Spenfer  gives  it, 

ne  amorous  fweet  Jfyoils  to  greedy  eyes  reveal. 

One  ftanza  from  our  Englilh  poet,  which 
however  is  rather  fuller  than  the  original^ 
fhall  here  foffice : 

Withal  (he  laughed  and  (he  blu(hM  withal. 
That  1)Ui(hiDg  to  her  laughter  gave  more  grace, 
And  iaughtcr  to  her  blulhing,  as  did  fall. 
Now  when  they  fpy'd  the  knight  to  flack  his  pace, 
Them  to  behold,  and  in  his  fparkling  face 
The  fecret  Jigns  of  kindled  tuft  appear^ 
Their  wanton  merriments  they  did  encreafe, 


And  to  him  becken*d  to  aptiroach  more  near, 
And  Jbeiu'd  him  many  fights^  that  courage  cold 
could  rear. 

This  and  other  defcriptlonsy 

Upon  a  bed  of  rofes  fhe  was  laid 

As  faint  through  heat,  or  dight  to  pleafant  Gn^»m 

prefent  every  idea  of  lafcivious  voluptu- 
oufnefs.  The  allurements  of  fpeech  are 
alfo  added.  Songs,  which  breathe  every  per- 
fuafive,  are  heard  ;  and  the  nymphs  boldly 
call  to  the  beholder  ; 

E"  dolci  campo  di  hattagUa  il  letio 
Fia'oif  e  therhetta  morhida  de*  prati.'-^ 

Tasso, 
Our  field  of  battle  is  the  downy  bed, 
Or  flowery  ttirf  amid  the  fmiling  mead.— « 

HOOLB. 

Thefe,  and  the  whole  fcenes  in  the  domalnt 
of  Armida  and  Acrafia,  are  in  a  turn  of 
manner  the  reverfe  of  the  ifland  of  Venus. 
In  thefe  the  exprefiion  and  idea  are  me« 
retricious.  In  Camoens,  though  the  co- 
louring is  even  warmer,  yet  the  modefly  of 
the  Venus  de  Medicis  is  full  preferved.  In 
every  thing  he  defcribes  there  is  flill  fome- 
thing  (Irongly  fimilar  to  the  modefl  attitude 
•of  the  arms  of  that  celebrated  flatae.  Though 
prudery,  that  ufual  maflc  of  the  impureil 
minds  may  condemn  him,  yet  thofe  of  the 
mod  chafte,  though  lefs  gloomy  turn,  will 
allow,  that  in  comparifon  with  others,  he 
might  fay, — yirginibus  puerifque  canto. 

Spenfer  alfo,  where  hedoes  not  follow  TafTo, 
is  often  grofs ;  and  even  in  fome  inflances, 
where  the  exprefiion  is  mofl  delicate,  the 
picture  is  neverthelefs  indecently  lafcivious. 
The  third  and  fourth  of  the  five  concluding 
flanzas,  which  in  his  fecond  edition  he  add- 
ed to  the  third  book  of  the  Faerie  Queene, 
afford  a  fbiking  example.  The  virgin  Bri-* 
tomartf  the  pattern  of  chaftity,  fbmds  by, 
while  Sir  Scudamore  and  Amorety 


With  fweet  coimtervaile 
Each  other  of  love's  bitter  fruit  defpoile-— • 

But  this  fhall  not  here  be  cited  ;  only. 

That  Britomarty  half  envying  their  blefs. 
Was  much  empaffionM  in  her  gentle  ij>ritc. 
And  to  herfelf  oft  wifh*d  like  happinefs  ; 
In  vain  (he  wifh'd,  that  fate  n'ould  let  her 
yet  pofTcfs, 
e  e  Nof 
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Here  from  the  bowers  that  crown  the  plaintive  rill 

The  folemn  harp's  melodious  warblirfgs  thrill ; 

Here  from  the  fhadows  of  the  upland  grott 

The  mellow  lute  renews  the  fwelling  note. 

As  fair  Diana  and  her  virgin  train 

Some  gayly  ramble  o'er  the  flowery  plain> 


Nor  is  Spcnfer's  wife  of  Malbecco  more  in- 
delicate than  fome  lines  of  the  Paradife  Loft. 
The  reply  of  the  Angel  to  Adam's  dcfcrip- 
tion  of  his  nuptials>  contains  fome  flrokes 
intolerably  difguHfuI.  And  the  firfl  effedl 
of  the  forbidden  fruit  offers  a  remarkable 
contrail  to  that  delicacy  of  exprcffion  which 
adorns  the  firll  loves  of  Adam  and  Eve.  If 
there  is  propriety  however  in  thus  repre- 
senting the  amours  of  guilty  intoxication, 
by  which  figure  Milton  calls  it,  fome  of 
the  terms  of  exprellion  are  (till  indefenfibl^ 
indelicate. 
Nor  may  Thomfon,  the  man 

>^ho  nivcr  wrote 


from  each  other,  in  model!  awe»  after  fia^c^ 
ing  left  the  means  of  difcovery. 


One  line  which,  dying,  he  wouki  wifti  to  blot— • 

plead  a  greater  delicacy  of  defcription  than 
Camoens.  Indeed  one  can  fcarcely  call  the 
adventure  of  Damon,  when  he  fees  his 
miilrefs  drip  and  bathe,  fo  handfomcly  ma- 
naged as  the  fimilar  fccnes  in  the  ifland  of 
Venus : 


defperate  youth. 


How  durft  thou  rifque  the  foul  dillra6ling  view—* 


And, 


>  Damon  drew 


Such  madning  draughts  of  beauty  to  the  foul, 
As  for  a  while  o'erwhclmM  his  raptur'd  thought 
With  luxury  too  daring 

not  only  feem  to  want  fome  of  that  dignity 
which  lifts  defcription  above  the  ludicrous* 
but  feem  alfo  to  have  a  Je  ne  f^ai  quoi  of 
perturbation  not  quite  delicate.  The  heroes 
of  the  Lufiad  indeed  do  not  kifs  the  trees  or 
write  billets  deux  when  they  fee  the  nymphs 
naked  before  them.  But  though  Thomfon 
with  great  propriety  has  made  his  lovers  fly 


But  firft  thcfc  line* 

Traced  by  his  ready  pencil,  on  the  bank 
With  UemUing  hand  he  threw 

Which  (he  fnatched  up,  and  anfwered  on  the 
fprcading  beech, 

■  She  with  the  fylvan  pen 

Of  i-ural  lovers  this  conFeflion  carvM, 
Which  foon  her  Damon  kifs'd  with  weeping: 

•    ••••••    |,g  ftiii  ng  now 

Difcrcet ;  the  time  may  come  you  need  not  fly. 

Yet  this  diflerence  of  conduft  in  the  two 
poets,  affords  no  obje^on  againft  either. 
In  each  circumflance  propriety  is  pneferved. 
In  a  word,  fo  unjuft  is  the  cenfurc  of  Vol- 
uirc,  a  cenfure  which  never  arofc  from  a 
comparifon  of  Camoens  with  other  pocts^ 
fo  ill  grounded  is  the  charge  againft  him, 
that  we  cannot  but  admire  his  fuperior  deli* 
cacy;  a  delicacy  not  even  underllood  in 
England  in  his  age,  when  the  groffeft  imagery 
often  found  a  place  in  the  pulpits  of  the 
moft  pious  divines;  when  in  the  old  li- 
turgy itfelf  it  was  elleemed  no  indelicacy  of 
exprcffion  to  enjoin  the  wife  t9  he  buxom  in 
bed  and  at  board.  We  know  what  liberties 
were  taken  by  the  politeft  writers  of  the 
Auguftan  age;  and  fuch  is  the  change  of 
manners,  that  Shakefpeare  and  Spenfer 
might  with  juftice  appeal  from  the  judgment 
of  the  prefent,  when  it  condemns  them 
for  indecency.  Camoens,  however,  ms^ 
appeal  to  the  moft  polifhed  age  ;  let  him  be 
heard  for  himfelf,  let  him  be  compared  with 
others  of  the  flrft  name,  and  his  warmeft 
defcriptions  need  not  dread  the  deciiion* 


In 


Book  IX.  t   H   E      L   U   S   1  A   D.  397 

In  feigned  purfuit  of  hare  or  bounding  roe^ 
Their  graceful  mein  and  beauteous  limbs  to  (hew  i 
Now  feeming  carelefs,  fearful  now  and  coy. 
So  taught  the  goddefs  of  unutter'd  joy. 
And  gliding  through  the  diftant  glades  difplay 
Each  limb,  each  movement,  naked  as  the  day. 
Some  light  with  glee  in  carelefs  freedom  take 
Their  playful  revels  in  the  chryftal  lake ; 
One  trembling  (lands  no  deeper  than  the  knee 
To  plunge  reludtant,  while  in  (portful  glee 
Another  o'er  her  fudden  laves  the  tide ; 
In  pearly  drops  tjie  wi(hful  waters  glide, 
Reluiftant  dropping  from  her  breafts  of  fnow  j 
Beneath  the  wave  another  feems  to  glow ; 
The  amorous  waves  her  bofom  fondly  kifs'd. 
And  rofe  and  fell,  as  panting,  on  her  breaft* 
Another  fwims  along  with  graceful  pride. 
Her  filver  arms  the  gliftening  waves  divide. 
Her  (hining  (ides  the  fondling  waters  lave. 
Her  glowing  cheeks  are  brighten'd  by  the  wavCj 
Her  hair,  of  mildeft  yellow,  flows  from  fide 
To  fide,  as  o'er  it  plays  the  wanton  tide. 
And  carelefs  as  (he  turns,  her  thighs  of  fnow 
Their  tapering  rounds  in  deeper  luftre  (hew. 

E  e  e  2  Where 
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Where  fome  bold  Lufians  fought  the  woodland  prcy^ 
And  thro'  the  thickets  forc'd  the  pathlefs  way ; 
Where  fome  in  fhades  impervious  to  the  beam^ 
Supinely  liften'd  to  the  murmuring  ftream : 
Bright  fudden  through  the  boughs  the  various  dyc^ 
Of  pink,  of  fcarlet,  and  of  azure  rife. 
Swift  from  the  verdant  banks  the  loiterers  fpring, 
Down  drops  the  arrow  from  the  half  drawn  firing  : 
Soon  they  behold  'twas  not  the  rofe's  hue. 
The  jonquil's  yellow,  nor  the  panfie's  blue  : 

Dazzling  the  (hades  the  nymphs  appear the  zone 

And  flowing  fcarf  in  gold  and  azure  fhone. 

Naked  as  Venus  flood  in  Ida's  bower. 

Some  trufl  the  dazzling  charms  of  native  power ; 

Through  the  green  boughs  and  darkling  fhades  they  fhew 

The  fhining  luflre  of  their  native  fnow> 

And  every  tapering,  every  rounded  fwell 

Of  thigh,  of  bofom,  as  they  glide,  reveal. 

As  vifions  cloath'd  in  dazzling  white  they  rife. 

Then  fleal  unnoted  from  the  flurried  eyes  : 

Again  apparent,  and  again  withdrawn. 

They  fhine  and  wanton  o'er  the  fmiling  lawn. 

Amazed  and  lofl  in  rapture  of  furprize. 

All  joy,  my  friends,  the  brave  Veloso  cries, 

Whate'er  of  goddefTes  old  fable  told. 

Of  poet  fung  of  facred  groves,  behold* 

Sacred 
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Sacred  to  goddefles  divii>ely  bright 

Thefe  beauteous  forefts  own  their  guardian  might. 

From  eyes  profane,  from  every  age  conceaVd, 

To  us,  behold,  z\l  Paradife  reveat'd ! 

Swift  let  us  try  if  phantoms  of  the  air,. 

Or  living  charms  appear,  divinely  fair ! 

Swift  at  the  word  the  gallant  Lufians  bound. 

Their  rapid  footfteps  fcarcely  touch  the  ground; 
Through  copfe,  through  brake,  impatient  of  their  prey. 
Swift  as  the  wounded  deer  they  fpring  a-way  ; 
Fleet  through  the  winding  fhades  in  rapid  flight 
The  nymphs  as  wing'd  with  terror  fly  their  fight ; 
Fleet  though  they  fled  the  mild  reverted  eye. 
And  dimpling  fmile*  their,  feeming  fear  deny. 
Fleet  through  the  fhades  in  parted  rout  they  glide : 
If  winding  path  the  chofen  pairs  divide. 
Another  path  by  fweet  miftake  betrays. 
And  throws  the  lover  on  the  lover's  gaze  : 
'  If  dark-brow'd  bower  concesd  the  lovely  fair. 
The  laugh,  the  fhriek,  confefs  the  charmer  there* 

Luxurious  here  the  wanton  zephyrs  toy. 
And  every  fondling  favouring  art  employ. 
Fleet  as  the  Fair  Ones  fpeed,  the  bufy  gale 
In  wanton  frolic  lifts  the  trembling  veil  1 

White 


/ 


t 
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White  though  the  veil,  in  fairer  brighter  glow, 
The  lifted  robe  difplay^  the  living  fnow : 
Quick  fluttering  on  the  gale  the  robe  conceals. 
Then  inftant  to  the  glance  each  charm  reveals  j 
Reveals^  and  covers  from  the  eyes  on  fire. 
Reveals,  and  with  the  fhade  inflames  defire« 
One  as  her  breathlefs  lover  haftens  on, 
With  wily  ftumble  fudden  lies  o'erthrown  1 
Confus'd,  fhe  rifes  with  a  blufliing  fmile ; 
The  lover  falls  the  captive  of  her  guile : 
Tript  by  the  Fair  he  tumbles  on  the  mead. 
The  joyful  vidlim  of  his  eager  (peed, 

Afar,  where  fport  the  wantons  in  the  lake^ 
Another  band  of  gallant  youths  betakes 
The  laugh,  the  fhriek,  the  revel  and  the  toy, 
Befpeak  the  innocence  of  youthful  joy. 
The  laugh,  the  (hriek,  the  gallant  Lufians  hear 
As  through  the  foreft  glades  they  chace  the  deer ; 
For  arm'd  to  chace  the  bounding  roe  they  came, 
Unhop'd  the  tranfport  of  a  nobler  game. 
The  naked  wantons,  as  the  youths  appear. 
Shrill  through  the  woods  refound  the  fhriek  of  fear# 
Some  feign  fucli  terror  of  the  forced  embrace. 
Their  virgin  modefl:y  to  U^is  gives  place. 

Naked 
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Naked  they  fpring  to  land  and  fpecd  away 

To  deepeft  fhades  unpiecc'd  by  glaring  day  j 

Thus  yielding  freely  to  the  amorous  eyes 

What  to  the  amorous  hands  their  fear  denies* 

Some  well  aflume  Diana's  virgin  fhame. 

When  on  her  naked  fports  the  hunter  ^  came 

Unwelcome— —plunging  in  the  chryftal  tide^ 

In  vain  they  ftrive  their  beauteous  limbs  to  hide  5 

The  lucid  waves,  'twas  all  they  could,  beftow 

A  milder  luftre  and  a  fofter  glow. 

As  loft  in  earneft  care  of  future  nced> 

Some  to  the  banks  to  faatch  their  mantles  fpeed. 

Of  prefent  view  regardlefs  1  every  wile 

Was  yet,  and  every  net  of  amorous  guile. 

Whatever  the  terror  of  the  feign'd  alarm, 

Difplay'd,  in  various  force,  was  every  charm* 

Nor  idle  ftood  the  gallant  youth ;  the  wing 

Of  rapture  lifts  them,  to  the  Fair  they  fpring  5 

Some  to  the  copfc  purfue  their  lovely  prey ; 

Some  cloath'd  and  fhod,  impatient  of  delay. 

Impatient  of  tfee  ftings  of  fierce  defire, 

Plunge  headlong  in  the  tide  to  quench  their  firc^ 

So  when  the  fowler  to  his  cheek  uprears 

The  hollow  fteel,  and  on  the  mallard  bears. 

His  eager  dog,  ere  l>urft8  th^  flafliing  roar. 

Fierce  for  the  prey  fprings  headlong  from  the  fhore, 

And 
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And  barking  cuts  the  wave  with  furious  joy : 
So  mid  the  billow  ipdngs  each  eager  boy. 
Springs  to  ihe  nymjph  whofe  eyes  from  all  the  reft 
By  fin^ling  him  her  fecret  wifh  confeft. 

A  fon  of  Mars  was  there,  of  generous  race. 
His  every  elegance  of  manly  grace ; 
Amorous  and  brave,  the  bloom  of  April  youth 
<51ow*d  on  his  cheek,  liis  eye  fpoke  fimplcft  ti'uth  s 
Yet  love,  capricious  to  th*  accompliflijd  boy. 
Had  ever  turn'd  to  gall  each  promis'd  joy. 
Had  ever  fpurn*d  his  vows ;  yet  ftill  his  heart 
Would  hope,  and  nourifh  ftill  the  tender  fmart^ 
The  pureft  delicacy  fann'd  his  fires. 
And  proudeft  honour  nurs'd  his  fond  defiresi* 
Not  on  the  firft  that  fair  before  him  glow'd. 
Not  on  the  firft  the  j^outh  his  love  beftow'd* 
In  all  her  charms  the  fair  Ephyre  came. 
And  Leonardo's  heart  was  all  on  flame* 
AfFeftion's  melting  tranfport  o*er  him  ftole. 
And  Love's  all  generous  glow  in  tranced  his  foul  j 
Of  felfifh  joy  unconfcious,  every  thought 
On  fweet  delirium's  ocean  ftreamed  afloat. 
Pattern  of  beauty  did  Ephyre  flaine. 
Nor  lefs  flie  wiih'd  thcfe  beauties  to  refign  : 

More 
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More  than  her  fifters  long'd  her  heart  to  yield. 

Yet  fwifter  fled  fhe  o'er  the  fmiling  field. 

The  youth  now  panting  with  the  hopelefs  chace. 

Oh  turn,  he  cries.  Oh  turn  thy  angel  face  : 

Falfe  to  themfelves  can  charms  like  thefe  conceal 

The  hateful  rigour  of  relentlefs  flecl ; 

And  did  the  ftream  deceive  me  when  I  ftood 

Amid  my  peers  reflefted  in  the  flood  ? 

The  eafieft  port  and  faireft  bloom  I  bore     ■ 

Falfe  was  the  flream— while  I  in  vain  deplore. 

My  peers  are  happy ;  lo,  in  every  (hade. 

In  every  bower,  their  love  with  love  repaid ! 

I,  I  alone  through  brakes,  through  thorns  purfue 

A  cruel  Fair Ah,  ftill  my  fate  proves  true. 

True  to  its  rigour who,  fair  nymph,  to  thee 

Reveal'd,  'twas  I  that  fued  !  unhappy  me  I 
Born  to  be  fpurn'd  though  honefty  infpire— ■ 
Alas,  I  faint,  my  languid  finews  tire; 
Oh  flay  thee— — powerlefs  to  fuftain  their  weight 
My  knees  fink  down,  Lfink  beneath  my  fate! 
He  fpoke ;  a  ruftling  urges  thro*  the  trees, 
Inftant  new  vigour  firings  his  adlive  knees. 
Wildly  he  glares  around,  and  raging  cries. 
And  muft  another  fnatch  my  lovely  prize ! 
In  favage  grafp  thy  beauteous  limbs  conflrain  ! 
I  feel,  I  madden  while  I  feel  the  pain  ! 

Fff  Oh 
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Oh  loft,  thou  fly 'ft  the  fafety  of  my  arm6>  *  .  ' 

My  hand  fhall  guard  thee,  foftly  fcizc:thy  charms^ 

No  brutal  rage  inflames  me,  yet  I  bum  ! 

Die  fhall  thy  ravifher— — Oh  goddefs,  turn,. 

A;id  fmiling  view  the  error  of  my  fear ; 

No  brutal  force,  no  raviftier  is  near; 

A  harmlefs  roebuck  gave  the  mftling  founds, 

Lo,  from  the  thicket  fwift  as  thee  he  bounds  I 

Ah,  vain  the  hope  to  tire  thee  in  the  chace  1 

I  faint,  yet  hear,  yet  turn  thy  lov^  face. 

Vain  are  thy  fears  -,  were  ev'n  thy  will  to  yield 

The  harveft  of  my  hope^  that  harveft  field 

My  fate  would  guard,  and  walls  of  brafs  would  rear 

Between  my  fickle^and  the  golden  ear. 

Yet  fly  me  not ;  fo  may  thy  youthful  prime 

Ne'er  fly  thy  cheek  on  the  grey  wings  of  tirnc^ 

Yet  hear,  the  laft  my  panting  breath  can  fay. 

Nor  proudeft  kings,  nor  raightieft  hofts  can  fway 

Fate's  dread,  decrees ;  yet  thou»  O  nymph^  divine^ 

Yet  thou  canft  more,  yet  thou  canft  conquer  mine* 

Unmoved  each  other  yielding  nymph  I  fee ; 

Joy  to  their  lovers,  for  they  touch  not  thee  ! 

But  thee Oh,  every  tranfport  of  defire. 

That  melts  to  mingle  with  its  kindred  fire. 
For  thee  refpires         ■  alone  I  feel  for  thee 
The  dear  wild  rage  of  longing  extacy : 

By 
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By  all  the  flames  of  fyrppathy  divine 

To  thee  united,  thou  by  right  art  mine* 

From  thee,  from  thee  the  hallowed  tranfport  flows 

That  fevered  rages,   and  for  union  glows ; 

Heaven  owns  the  claim — Hah,  did  the  lightning  glare  : 

Yes,  I  beheld  my  rival,  though  the  air 

Crrew  dim 5  even  now  I  heard  him  fofty  tread* 

Oh  rage,  he  waits  thee  on  the  flowery  bed  I 

I  fee,  I  fee  thee  rufliing  to  his  arms, 

•A 

And  finking  on  his  bofom^fJiU  thy  charms 

To  him  refigning  in  an  eager  kifs. 

All  I  implor'd,  the  whelming  tide  of  blifs  I 

And  fhall  I  fee  him  riot  on  thy  charms, 

Diflblved  in  joy  exulting  in  thine  arms 

Oh  burft,  ye  lightnings,  round  my  deflin'd  head. 

Oh  pour  your  flafhes madning  '  as  he  faid. 

Amid  the  windings  o£  the  bowery  wood 

His  trembling  footfleps  ftill  the  nymph  purfued* 


'  ■  Madning  as  be  /aid —  At  the  end 
t)f  his  Homer  Mr.  Pope  has  giwa  an  jtidex 
of  the  inflances  of  imitative  and  {eintimental 
liarmony  contained  in  his  tranilatioAs.  He 
has  alfo  often  in  his  notes  pointed  ont  the 
adoption  of  found  to  fenie«  The  Tranflator 
of  'the  Lufiad  hopes  he  may  for  once  fay, 
that  he  has  not  been  inattentive  to  this  great 
effential  of  good  verification ;  how  he  has 
fucceeded  the  judicious  only  muft  determine. 
The  fpeech  of  Leonard  to  the  curfory  reader 
may  perhaps  fometimes  appear  carelefs^  and 
fometimes  torgid  and  flifi^.  That  rpeec)i> 
however,  is  an  attempt  at  the  imitative  and 
fcntimental  harmony,  and  with  the  judicioiit 


he  refls  its  fate.  As  the  tranflation  iil  this 
kiftance  exceied^  the  original  in  length^^  the 
obje£Uon  of  a  foreign  6ridc  requires  atten* 
tioa.  An  old  purfy  Abbe,  (and  Critics  are 
«pt  to  judge  by  thenrfelves)  may  indeed  be 
fbrpiized  that  a  man  out  of  breath  with 
running  fliouid  be  able  to  talk  fo  low.  Bat 
had  he  confulted  the  experience  otothersi 
he  would  have  found  it  was  no  wonderful 
matter  for  a  flout  and  young  Cavalier  to  talk 
twice  as  much,  though  fatigued  with  thtf 
chace  of  a  couple  o'f  miles,  provided  the 
fuppofidon  18  alibwed,  ^at  he  treads  on  the 
laft  ileps  of  his  flying  miflrefs. 


Fff  3 


Wooed 
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Wooed  to  the  flight  fhe  wing'd  her  fpeed  to  hear 
His  amorous  accents  melting  on  her  ear^ 
And  now  fhe  turns  the  wild  walk's  ferpent  maze  ; 
A  rofeate  bower  its  velvet  couch  difplays  ; 
The  thickeft  mofs  its  fofteft  verdure  fpread. 
Crocus  and  mingling  panfie  frrng'd  the  bed. 
The  woodbine  dropt  its  honey  from  above. 
And  various  rofes  crown'd  the  fweet  alcove. 
Here  as  /he  haftens,  on  the  hopelefs  boy 
She'turns  her  face  all  bathed  in  fmilcs  of  Joy > 
Then,  finking  down,  her  eyes,  fufliced  with  love 
Glowing  on  his,   one  moment  loft  reprove. 
Here  was  no  rival,  all  he  wifli'd  his  own ; 
Lock'd  in  her  arms  foft  finks  the  ftripling  down  ■ 
Ah,  wliat  foft  murmurs  panting  thro'  the  bowers 
Sigh'd  to  the  raptures  of  the  paramours ; 
The  wilhful  figh  and  melting  fmile  confpire. 
Devouring  kifles  fan  the  fiercer  fire ; 
Sweet  violence  with  dreareft  grace  affails. 
Soft  o'er  the  purpofcd  frown  fhe  fmile  prevails. 
The  purpofed  frown  betrays  its  own  deceit. 
In  weU-pleas'd  laughter  ends  the  rifin^  threat ; 
The  coy  delay  glides  off  in  yielding  love. 
And  tranfport  murmurs  thro'  the  facreH  grove. 
The  joy  of  pleafing  adds  its  facred  zeft. 
And  all  is  love,  embracing  and  embriaccd. 

The 
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The  golden  morn,  beheld  the  fcenes  of  joy ;  '   ' 
Nor,  fultry  noon,  mayft  thou  the  bowers  annoy ; 
The  fultry  noon-beam  fhines  the  lover'is  aid. 
And  fends  him  glowing  to  the  fecret  (hade. 
O'er  every  fhade  and  every  nuptial  bower 
The  love-fick  ftraiii  the  virgin  turtles  pour;       .  "' 
For  nuptial  faith  and  holy  rites  combined; 
The  Lufian  heroes  and  the  nymphs  conjoined. 
With  flowery  wreaths,  and  laurel  chaplets,  bound 
With  dudtile  gold,  the  nymphs  the  heroes  crowh'd  : 
By  every  fpoufal  holy  ritual -ty'd. 
No  chance  they  vow  fliall  e'er  thdr  hands  divide. 
In  life,  in  death  attendant  as  their  fame ; 
Such  was  the;  oath  of  oceah^s  fovereign  Da«ne :  ■  I 
The  Dame,  (from  Heaven  and  holy  Vefta 'fj)rung^    • 
For  ever  beauteous  and  for  evw  young,) 
Enraptured  views  the  Chief  whofe  deathlefs  name 
The  wondering  world  land  cbriquet'd  feas  proclaim* 
With  (lately  pomp  fbe  holds  the  Hero's  hand. 
And  gives  her  empire  to  his  dread  command. 
By  fpoufal  ties  confirmed ;  nor  paft  untold 
What  Fate's  unalter'd  page  had  will'd  of  old: 
The  world's  vaft  globe  in  radiant  fphere  fhe  fliew'd^ 
The  fhores  immenfe,  and  feas  unknown,  unplow'd.; 
The  feas,  the  fhores,  due  to  the  Lufian  keel 
And  Lufian  fword,  fhe  haftens  to  reveal-. 
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The  glorious  Leader  by  the  haod  (he  tafces^ 
And  dim  below  the  flowery  bowers  forfakes. 
High  on  a  mountain's  ftarry  top  divine . 
Her  palace  walls  of  living  chryftal  ihine  i 
Of  gold  and  chryflal  blaze  the  lofty  towers  ; 
Here  bathed  in  joy  they  p^fs  th^  bli&ful  hours  : 
Ingulph'd  in  tides  on  tides  of  joy^^  theda^ 
On  downy  pinions  iglides  unknown  away« 
While  thus  t^e  ibvereigiis  in  the  palace  rei^. 
Like  tranfpoift^iots  o'er  the  humbler  plaini    ^: 
Where  each  in  generous  triumph  p^'er  his  peert . 
His  lovely  bride  to  every  bride  |>refers« 


B6*K  I3Ci 


Hence,  ye  "  prpfancn       the  iong  melodious^  ro£^. 
By  mUdeft  zephyrs  wafted  thrpdgh  jthe  boy^s^ 
Unfeen  the  warblers  of  the  holy  ftrain   ■  ■■ 
Far  from  thefe  facred  bowei^>  ye  leiid  profane ! 
Hence  each  unhallowed  eye;»  each  vulgar*  ear ; 
Chafte  and  divine  are  all  the  raptures  here. 
The  nymphs  of  ocean,  and  the  ocean's  Queen. 
The  ifle  angelic,  every  raptured  fcene 


■»  Hence,  yefrofane-  We  Itfve  alrea^ 
obferved,  that  in  vetx^  other  poet  the  love- . 
fcenes  are  generally  defcribed  as  thofe  of 
guilt  and  remorfe.  The  contrary  charader 
of  thofe  of  Caaioens^  not  only  giva  thaa 


ft  defidicy  unknown  to  odier  modemi ;  but 
by  the  fiction  of  the  fpoufal  rites,  the  alle- 
eory  and  machinery  of  the  poem  are  moft 
happily  coadttded.    See  the  Intxodoaion. 


The    :   >     / 
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The  charms  of  honour  and  its  liiced  cdnFcfs,   -     '     . 

Thefe  are  the  raptures,  thefc  the  wedded  1)lii*s : 

The  glorious  triumph  and  the  laurel  crown,. 

The  ever  blofTom^d  palms  of  fair  rcnown> 

By  time  unwither'd  and  untaught  to  cloy  ;  • 

Thefe  are  the  tranfports  of  the  Ifle  of  Joy. 

Such  was  Olympus  and  the  bright  abodes  ; 

Renown  was  heaven,  and  heroes  were  the  gods* 

Thus  ancient  times,  to  virtue  ever  juft. 

To  arts  and  valour  reared  the  worfhipp'd  buft,. 

High,  fteep  and  rugged,  painful  to  be  trod. 

With  toils  oir toils  immenfe  is  virtue^s  road; 

But  fmooth  at  laft  the  walks  umbrageous  fmile. 

Smooth  as  our  lawnsv  and  cheerful  as  our  ifle. 

Up  the  rough  road  Alcides,  Hermes,  ftrovc. 

All  men  like  you,  Apollo,  Mars,  and  Jove : 

Like  you  to  blefs  mankind  Minerva  toil'd  ^ 

Diana  bound  the  tyrants  of  the  wild  ; 

O'er  the  wafte  defert  Bacchus  fpread  the  vine  ; 

And  Ceres  taught  the  harveft  field  to  fhine. 

Fame  reared  her  trumpet ;  to  the  bleft  abodes 

She  raifed,  and  hail'd  them  gods  and  fprung  of  gods* 


The  Ipye  of  Fame,  by  heaven's  own  hand  rmpreft, 
The  firil  and  noblcft  paffion  of  the  breaft. 


Majit 
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May  yet  miflead— Oh  guard,  ye  hero  train. 
No  harlot  robes  of  honours  falfe  and  vain. 
No  tinfel  yours,  be  yours  all  native  gold, 
Well-earn*d  each  honour,  each  refpeft  you  hold  : 
To  your  loved  King  return  a  guardian  band, 
.Return  xhc  guardians  of  your  native  land ; 
To  tyrant  power  be  dreadful ;  from  the  jaws 
Of  fierce  oppreflion  guard  the  peafant^s  caufe. 
If  youthful  fury  pant  for  fhining  arms. 
Spread  o*er  the  Eaftern  World  the  dread  "alarms; 
There  bends  the  Saracen  the  hoftile  bow. 
The  Saracen  thy  faith,  thy  nation's  foe ; 
There  from  his  cruel  gripe  tear  empire's  reins^ 
And  break  his  tyrant  fceptre  o'er  his  chains. 
On  adamantine  pillars  thus  fhall  fland 
The  throne,  the  glory  of  your  native  landi 
And  Lufian  heroes,  an  immortal  line. 
Shall  ever  with  us  fhare  our  Ifle  Divine^ 

^  ^read  o^er  the  Eafttrn  World  th^drtad  poet,    and   which   on   every  occafioft   vvras 

jilarms, — This  admonition  places  the  whole  avowed   by    th^r   Kiqgs,    the   Portugnefe 

defign  of  the  poem  before  ns.    To  extir-  made    immenfe    conquefb     in     the    £aft. 

j>ate  Mohammedifm  and  propagate  Chriiti-  Yet,  let  it  be  remembered,  to  the  honour 

anity  were  profefTed  as  the  principal  purpofe  of  Gama  and  the  firft  commanders  who 

of  the  difcoveries  of  Prince  Henry  and  King  followed  his   route,   that  the  plots  of  the 

Emmanuel.  In^he  beginning  of  the  Sevenm  fHoors,  and  tiieir  various  breaches -of  treaty, 

Lufiad,  the  nations  of  Europe  are  upbraid-  gave  rife  to  the  firll  wars  which  the  Portu- 

ed  for  permitting  the  Saracens  to  eredt  and  guefe  waeed  in  Afia.     On  finding  that  all 

^ofTeCs    an    empire,     whofc    power    alike  the  colonies  of  the  Moors  were  combined 

threatened  Europe  and  Chrifhanity.     The  for -dieir  deftru^Hon,  the  Portugucfe  declared 

Portuguefe,  however,  the  patriot  poet  con-  war  againft  the  eaftern  Moors  and  their  alliet 

eludes,  will  themfelves  overthrow  their  enor-  wherever  they  found  them.      The   cotuii^ 

mous  power :    an  event  which  is  the  pro-  of  human  things  however  foon  took  place, 

pofed  fubjedl  of  the  iTufiad,   and  which  is  and  the  fword  of  vidlory  and  power  foon  be- 

reprefented  as,  in  efFedl,  compleated  in  the  came  the  fword  of  tyranny  and  rapine. 


laft  book.    Oa  this  fyftem,  adopted  by  th# 
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DISSERTATION  on  the  Fiction  of  the  Island  of  Venus. 


FROM  the  earlieft  aces,  and  in  the  moft 
diflant  nations,  pamces,  fbrells  and  gar- 
tiensy  have  been  die  favourite  themes  of 
poets.  And  thoogh,  as  in  Homer's  ifland  of 
Khadamanthas,  the  defcription  is  fometimes 
only  curfory ;  at  other  times  they  have  la- 
vifhed  ail  their  powers,  and  have  vied  with 
each  other  in  adorning^  their  edifices  and 
landfcapes.  The  gardens  of  Aldnous  in 
the  OdyiTey,  and  the  Elyfium  in  the  Eneid, 
have  excited  the  ambition  of  many  imita- 
tors. Many  infhmces  of  thefe  occur  in  the 
later  writers.  Thefe  fubjefts  however,  it 
muft  be  owned,  are  fo  natural  to  the  genius 
of  poetry,  that  it  is  fcarcely  fair  to  attribute 
to  an  imitation  of  the  claflics,  the  innumer- 
able defcriptions  of  this  kind,  which  abound 
in  the  old  Romances.  In  thefe,  under  dif- 
ferent allegorical  names,  every  paiGon,  every 
virtue  and  vice,  had  its  palace,  its  inchamed 
bower,  or  its  dreary,  cave.  Amone  the 
Italians,  on  the  revival  of  letters,  Fulciy 
Boyardo,  and  others,  borrowed  thefe  fi^ions 
from,  the  Gothic  Romancers ;  ArioHo  bor- 
rowed from  them,  and  Spenfer  has  copied 
Ariofto  and  TaiTo.  In  the  fixth  and  fevcnth 
books  of  the  Orlando  Furiofo,  there  is  a 
£ne  defcription  of  the  iHand  and  palace  of 
Alcina  or  Vice  ;  and  in  the  tenth  book,  but 
inferior  to  the  other  in  poetical  colouring, 
we  have  a  view  of  the  country  of  Logiflilla 
or  Virtue.  The  pafTage,  of  this  kind,  how- 
ever, where  Ariofto  has  difplayed  the  richeft 
poetical  painting,  is  in  the  xxxiv  book,  in 
the  defcription  of  Paradife,  whither  he  fends 
Ailolpho  the  Englifh  Duke,  to  a(k  the  help 
of  St.  John  to  recover  the  wits  of  Orlando. 
The  whole  is  moil  admirably  fanciful.  Af- 
tolpho  mounts  the  clouds  on  the  winged 
horfe,  fees  Paradife,  and,  accompanied  by 
the  Evangelift,  vifits  the  moon  ;  the  adven- 
tures in  which  orb  are  almoft  literally 
tranilarcd  in  Milton's  Limbo.  But  the  pal- 
fage  which  may  be  faid  to  bear  the  neareft 
refcmblancc  to  the  defcriptive  part  of  the 
ifland  of  Venus,  is  the  landfcape  of  Para- 
dife, of  which  the  ingenious  Mr.  Hoole,  to 
whofe  many  a6ls  of  fricndfhip  I  am  proud 
to  acknowledge  myfelf  indebted,  has  obliged 
me  with  his  tranflation,  though  only  ten 
books  of  his  Arioflo  are  yet  publiflied. 


O'er  the  glad  earth  the  blifsful  feafon  pours 
The  vernal  beauties  of  a  thoufand  flowers 
In  vary*d  tints :  there  (hewM  the  ruby's  hue. 
The  yellow  topaz,  and  the  fauphire  blue. 
^The  mead  appears  one  intemimeled  blaze 
Where  pearls  and  diamonds  dart  their  trcm« 

bling  rays. 
Not  emerald  here  fo  brieht  a  verdure  yields 
As  the  fair  turf  of  thole  celeftial  fielcfs. 
On  every  tree  the  leaves  unfading  grow. 
The  fruitage  ripens  and  the  flowrets  blow! 
The  frolic  birds,  gay-plumM,  of  various  wing' 
Amid  the  boughs  their  notes  melodious  fing  : 
Still  lakes,  and  murmuring  (breams,  with  wa- 
ters clear,  ^ 
Charm  the  fixM  eye,  and  lull  the  liftening  ear. 
A  foftening  genial  air,  that  ever  feems 
In  even  tenor,  cools  the  folar  beams 
Witli  fanning  breeze  j  while  from  th'  enamell'd 

field, 
Whate'er  the  fruits,  the  plants,  the  blofToms 

yitfld 
Of  grateful, fcent,  the  dealing  pies  diipenfe 
The  blended  fweets  to  feed  th'  immortal  fenfe. 


lain  a  palace  dazzling  bright, 
ime  emits  a  dreamy  light. 


Amid  the  ] 
Likelivin||£ 

And  wrajMi  fplendor  of  refulgent  day 
Outfhines  the  ftrength  of  every  mortal  ray* 

Aftolpho  gently  now  dire^s  his  fpeed 
To  where  the  fpacious  pile  enfolds  the  mead 
In  circuit  wide,  and  views  with  eager  eyes 
Each  namelefs  charm  that  happy  foil  fupplies. 
With  this  comparM  he  deems  the  world  below 
A  dreary  defart.and  a  feat  of  woe  I 
By  Heaven  a-id  Nature,  in  their  wrath  beftow'd, 
In  evil  hour  for  man's  unbleft  abode. 

Near  and  more  near  the  ftately  walls  he  drew. 
In  ftediaft  gaze  tranfportcd  at  the  view : 
They  feem'd  one  gem  entire,  of  purer  red 
Than  deepening  gleams    tranfparent  fubies 

flicd. 
Stupendous  work  1  by  art  Daedalian  raisM, 
Tranfcending  all,  by  feeble  mortals  praisM  ! 
Nomoce  henccforih  let boafting  tongues  proclaim 
Thofe  wonders  of  the  world,  fo  chronicled  by 
fame  1 

Camoens  read  and  admired  Ariofio ;  but 
it  by  no  means  follows  that  he  borrowed 
the  hint  of  his  ifland  of  Venus  from  that 
poet.  The  luxury  of  flowery  defcription  is. 
as  common  in  poetry  as  are  the  talcs  of  love. 
The  heroes  of  Ariofto  meet  beautiful  women 
Li  the  palace  of  Alcina : 

G  g  g  Before 
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Before  the  threfliold  wanton  damfels  wait» 
Or  fport  between  the  pillars  of  the  gate  : 
But  beauty  more  had  brightened  in  their  face 
Had  modefty  atteroperM  every  gi-ace  ; 
In  vefturet  green  each  damfel  fwept  the  g^und» 
Their  temples  fair  with  leafy  garlands  crown "d. 
Thefe,  with  a  courteous  welcome,  led  the  knight 

To  this  fweet  Paradife  of  foft  delight 

Enamoured  youths  and  tender  damfels  feem 
To  chant  their  loves  befide  a  purlin?  dream. 
Some  by  a  branching  tree  or  mountam^s  (hade 
In  fports  and  dances  prefs  the  downy  glade. 
While  one  difcloftrs  to  his  friend,  apart, 
The  fecret  tranfoorts  of  his  amorous  heart. 

B.  VI. 

But  thefe  defcriptions  alfo,  which  bring  the 
heroes  of  knight  errantry  into  the  way  of 
beautiful  wantons,  are  as  common  in  the. 
old  romances  as  the  ofe  of  the  alphabet ; 
and  indeed  the  greateft  p'art  of  thefe  love 
adventures  are  evidently  borrowed  from  the 
fable  of  Circe.  Aflolpho,  who  was  tranf- 
fofimed  into  a  myrtle  by  Alcina,  thus  in- 
forms Rogero ; 

Her  former  lovers  (he  efteemM  no  more. 
For  many  lovers  ihe  pofTefsM  before  j 
I  viras  her  joy  — 

Too  late,  alas,  I  found  her  wavering  mind 
In  love  inconftant  as  the  changing  wmd  ! 
Scarce  had  I  held  two  months  the  Mj^y^s  grace. 
When  a  new  youth  was  taken  to  noplace  : 
Rejefted  then  I  join'd  the  banilhM  herd 
That  loft  her  love,  as  others  were  prefcrf'd.  .  . 
Some  here,  fome  there,  her  potent  charms  retain^ 
In  diverfe  forms  imprifonM  to  remain  i 
In  beeches,  olives,  palms,  or  cedars  closM, 
Or  fuch^  as  me  you  here  behold  exposed ; 
In  fountains  fome,  and  fome  in  beafts  confined, 
As  fuits  the  wayward  Fairy^s  cruel  mind. 

Hoole,  Ar.  B.  VI. 

When  incidents,  charader  and  condud 
confefs  the  refemblance,  we  may  with  cer- 
tainty pronounce  from  whence  the  copy  is 
taken.  Where  only  a  Amilar  flroke  ot  paf- 
fion  or  defcription  occurs,  it  belongs  alone 
to  the  arrogance  of  dulnefs,  to  tell  us  on 
what  paflage  the  poet  had  his  eye.  Every 
great  poet  has  been  pcrfecuted  in  this  man- 
iner ;  Milton  in  particular.  His  commen- 
tators have  not  left  him  a  flower  of  his  own 
growth.  Yet  like  the  creed  of  the  Athieft, 
their  fyllem  is  involved  in  the  deepcft  ab- 
furdity.  It  is  eafy  to  fuppofe,  that  men  of 
poetical  feelings,  in  dcfcribing  the  fame  thing, 
ihould  give  us  the  fame  picture.  But  that 
the  Paradife  Lolt,  which  forms  one  animated 
whole  of  the  nobleil  poetry,  is  a  mere  cent  , 


compiled  from  innumerable  authors,  ancient 
and  modem,  is  a  fuppofition  which  |^vc9 
Milton  a  caft  of  talents  infinitely  more  ex- 
traordinary and  inexplicable,  than  the  great- 
eft  poetical  genius.  When  Gafptr  toujfiit 
painted  clouds  and  trees  in  his  landfcapes; 
he  did  not  borrow  the  green  and  the  blue 
of  the  leaf  and  the  (ky  from  Claud  Lorain* 
Neither  did  Camoens,  when  he  painted  his 
iiland  of  Venus,  fpend  the  half  of  hit  life 
in  collediing  his  colours  from  all  his  pre- 
deceffors,  who  had  defcribed  the  beauties  of 
the  vernal  year  or  the  fbges  of  paffion.  Car 
moens  knew  how  others  had  painted  the 
Howery  bowers  of  love;  theie  formed  his 
tafte  and  correded  his  juc^ment.  He  new- 
ed  the  beauties  of  nature  witb  poetical  eyes, 
from  thence  he  drew  his  landfcapes ;  he  had 
felt  all  the  allurements  of  love,  and  fit>m 
thence  he  defcribes  the  agitations  of  that 
paflion. 

Nor  is  the  defcription  of  fairy  bowers  and 
palaces,  though  moft  favourite  topics,  pe- 
culiar to  the  ropiances  of  chivalry.  1  he 
poetry  of  the  Orientals  alfo  abounds-  with 
them,  yet  with  fome  charaderillical  dif- 
ferences. Like  the  conftitutions  and  drefs 
of  the  Afiatics,  the  landfcapes  of  the  eaftera 
Mufe  are  warm  and  feeble,  brilliant  and 
flight,  and,  like  the  manners  of  the  peo- 
ple, wear  an  eternal  famenefs.  The  we&em 
Mufe,  on  the  contrary,  is  nervous  as  her 
heroes,  fometimes  flowery  as  her  Italian  or 
Englifh  fields,  fomedmes  majefUcally  great 
as  her  Runic  forefb  of  oak  and  pine ;  and 
always  various  as  the  charader  of  her  in- 
habitants. Yet  with  all  thefe  diffigrences  of 
feature,  feveral  Oriental  fidions  greatly  re- 
femble  the  ifland  of  Circe  and  the  flowery 
dominions  of  Alcina.  In  particular,  the  ad- 
ventures of  Prince  ^/^,  or  the  third  Ca- 
lander,  in  the  Arabian  Tales^  afford  a 
(biking  likenefs  of  painting  and  catafbophe. 

If  Arioflo  however  feem  to  refemble  any 
eaflcm  fi^on,  the  Ifland  of  Venus  in  Ca- 
moens bears  a  more  flriking  refemblance  to 
a  paiTage  in  Chaucer.  The  following  beau- 
tiful piece  of  poedcal  painting  occurs  in  the 
AflTembly  of  the  Fowles  : 

The  bildir  Oak,  and  eke  the  bardie  A(he, 
The  nillir  Elrae,  the  coffir  unto  caraine. 
The  Boxe  piv)ctre,  the  Holme  to  whippis  lasflie. 
The  failing  Firre,  the  Cypres  deth  to  plaine. 
The  (hortir  Ewe,  the  Afpe  for  (haftis  plaine. 
The  Olive  of  pece,  and  eke  the  dronkin  Vine, 
The  s'lStQt  Palme,  the  Laurir  to  Divine. 

Agardein 
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.  A  gardein  fawe  I  full  of  blofomed  bowls, 
Uuon  a  RiTer>  in  a  grene  Mede 
There  as  fwetenefs  eviimore  inoiigh  is» 
With  flouris  white,   and  blewe,  yelowe,  and 

rede. 
And  colde  and  clereWelleftremis,  nothing  dede. 
That  fwommin  full  of  fmale  fifliis  tight. 
With  finnis  rede,  and  fcalis  (ilver  bright. 

On  every  bough  the  birdis  herd  I  fyng 
With  voice  of  angell,  in  ther  harmonie 
That  bufied  'hem,  ther  birdis  fort  he  to  brpg. 
And  little  pretie  conies  to  ther  plaie  gan  hie  ; 
And  furthir  all  about  I  gan  efpie 
The  dredful  roe,  the  buck,  the  hart  and  hind, 
Squirils,  and  beftis  fmal  of  gentle  kind. 

Of  inftaimentes  of  llringis,  in  accorde 
Herd  I  fo  plaie  a  ravilhyng  fwetneffe. 
That  God,  that  makir  is  of  all  and  Lorde, 
Ne  herd  nevir  a  better,  as  I  ^efTe, 
There  with  a  winde,  unneth  it  might  be  lefle. 
Made  in  the  levis  grene  a  noife  foft 
Accordant  to  the  toulis  fong  on  loft. 

The  aire  of  the  place  fo  attempre  was. 

That  ner  was  there  grevaunce  of  hot  ne  cold— • 

•    •••^•#     •     •'•     •     •     #• 

Under  a  tre  befidea  well  I  feye 
Cupid  our  lorde  his  arrowcs  forge  and  file. 
And  at  his  fete  his  bowe  all  redie  lave, 
And  well  his  doughtir  teraprid  all  the  while 
The  heddis  in  the  well,  and  with  her  wile 
She  couchid  'hem  aftir  as  tfaei  fliould  ferve, 
Some  for  to  flea,  and  fome  to  wo\md  and  caiTe. 


And  upon  pillirs  gretc  of  Jafpir  long 
I  faw  a  temple  of  Brafle  ifoundid  ftrong. 

And  about  the  temple  dauncid  alwaie 
'Women  inow,  of  which  fome  there  ywere 
Faire  of  'hemfelf,  and  fome  of  'hem  were  gaie, 
In  kirtils  all  defheveled  went  thei  there. 
That  was  ther  office  er  from  ycre  to  yerc. 
And  on  the  temple  fawe  I  wliite  ana  faire 
Of  dovis  fittyng  many  a  thoufande  paire.  ' 

Here  we  have  Cupid  forging  his  arrows, 
the  woodland,  the  dreams,  the  mufic  of  in- 
Jlruments  and  birds,  the  frolicks  of  deer 
and  other  animals  ;  and  <women  inoiv.  In 
a  word,  the  Tfland  of  Venus  is  here  fketcfaed 
out,  yet  Chaucer  was  never  tranilated  into 
Latin  or  any  language  of  the  Continent, 
nor  did  Camoens  underiland  a  line  of  Eng- 
lifh.  The  fubjcdl  was  common, .  and  the 
fame  poetical  feelings  in  Chaucer  and  Ca- 
moens, pointed  out  to  each  what  were  the 
beauties  of  landfcapes  and  of  bowers  de- 
voted to  plcafurc. 


Yet,  though  the  fiftion  of  bowers,  of 
iflands,  and  palaces,  was  no  novelty  in 
peetry,  much  however  remains  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  poetical  powers  and  invention 
of  Camoens.  The  ifland  of  Venus  con- 
tains, of  all  others,  by  much  the  compleateft 
gradation,  and  fullell  afTemblage  of  that 
ipedes  of  luxuriant  painting.  Nothing  in 
the  older  jvriters  is  eaual  to  it  in  fullnefs. 
Nor  can  the  ifland  ot  Armida  in  Taffo  he 
compared  to  it,  in  poetical  embroidery  or 
pafiionate  expreflion ;  though  TafFo  as  un- 
doubtedly built  upon  the  mcmel  of  Camoens, 
as  Spenfer  appropriated  the  imagery  of 
Taflb,  when  he  d^fcribcd  the  bower  of 
Acrafia,  part  of  which  he  has  literally  tranf- 
lated  from  the  Italian  poet.  The  bieautiful 
fiftions  of  Armida  and  Acrafia  however  are 
much  too  long  to  be  here  inferted,  and  they 
are  well  known  to  every  reader  of  tafte. 

But  the  chief  praife  of  our  Poet  is  yet 
unmentioned.  The  introdudion  of  fo  beau- 
tiful a  fiction,  as  an  eiTential  part  of  the 
condu£t  and  machinery  of  an  Epic  Poem,  doi-a 
the  greateft  honour  to  the  invention  of  Ca- 
moens. The  machinery  of  the  former  part 
of  the  poem  not  only  acquires  dignity  but 
is  compleated  by  it.  And  the  condud  of 
Homer  and  Virgil,  has  in  this  not  only  re- 
ceived a  |tafc  imitation,  but  a  maflerly  con- 
traft.  In  The  fineft  allegory  the  heroes  of 
the  Lufiad  receive  their  reward;  and  by 
means  of  this  allegory  our  Poet  gives  a  noble 
imitation  of  the  noblefl  part  of  the  Eneid. 
In  the  tenth  Lufiad,  Gama  and  his  heroes 
hear  the  nymphs  in  the  divine  palace  of 
Thetis  fing  the  triumphs  of  their  country- 
men in  the  conqueft  or  India  :  after  this  the 
Goddefs  fhews  Gama  a  view  of  the  Eaftem 
World,  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to 
the  furtheft  iflands  of  Japan .  She  poetically 
defcribes  every  region  and  the  principal 
iflands,  and  concludes,  j^II  ihefe  r.re  given 
to  the  IVeftern  World  by  You,  It  is  impof- 
fible  any  poem  can  be  fummed  up  with 
greater  fublimity.  The  Fall  of  Troy  is 
nothing  to  thii.  Nor  is  this  all :  the  moft 
maflerly  fidlion,  finefl  compliment,  and  ul- 
timate purpofe  of  the  Eneid,  is  not  only 
nobly  imitated,  but  the  condud  of  Ho- 
mer, in  concluding  the  Iliad,  as  already 
obfcrved,  is  paralleled,  without  one  cir- 
cumflance  being  borrowed.  Poetical  condud 
cannot  poflibly  bear  a  ftronger  refemblancc, 
than  the  reward  of  the  heroes  of  the  Lufiad, 
the  prophetic  fong,   and  the  viflon  fliewn 

to 
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to  Gama,  bear  to  the  games  at  the  funeral  of 
Patroclas  and  the  redemption  of  the  body  of 
He^lor,  confidered  as  the  completion  of  the 
anger  of  Achilles,  the  fubjeA  of  the  Iliad. 
Nor  is  it  a  greater  honour  to  refemble  a 
Homer  and  a  Virgil,  than  it  is  to  be  re- 
fembled  by  a  Milton.  'Milton  certainly 
heard  of  Fanfhaw's  tranflation  of  the  Lufiad» 
though  he  might  never  have  feen  the  origi- 
nal, for  it  was  publifhed  fourteen  years  be- 
fore he  gave  his  Paradife  Iioft  to  the  world. 
But  whatever  he  knew  of  it,  had  the  lall 
book  of  the  Lufiad  been  two  thoufand  years 
known  to  the  learned,  every  one  would  have 
owned  that  the  two  lad  books  of  the  Paradife 
X«oil  were  evidently  formed  upon  it.     But 


whether  Milton  borrowed  any  hint  from  C»- 
moens,  is  of  little  confequence.  That  the 
genius  of  the  ^reat  Milton  fuggefled  tho- 
conclufion  of  his  immortal  Poem  in  the 
manner  and  machinery  of  the  Lufiad,  is 
enough.  It  is  enough  that  the  part  of 
Michael  and  Adam  in  the  two  laft  books  of 
the  Paradife  Lofl,  are  in  point  of  conduct 
exadly  the  fame  with  the  part  of  Thetis 
and  Gama  in  the  conclufion  of  the  Lufiad. 
Yet  this  difference  mufl  be  obferved;  in 
the  narrative  of  his  laft  book,  Milton  ha& 
flagged,  as  Addifon  calls  it,  and  fallen  in- 
finitely fhort  of  the  untired  fpirit  of  tha 
Portuguefe  Poet. 


END    OP    THE    Ninth    BOOK. 
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XT*  A  R  o'er  the  weftern  ocean's  diftant  bed 
-*•      Apollo  now  his  fiery  courfers  fped. 
Far  o'er  the  filver  lake  of  Mexic  *  roU'd 
His  rapid  chariot  wheels  of  burning  gold : 


*  Far  o*er  the  Jil'vtr  lake  of  M«r/V.— — 
The  city  of  Mexico  is  environed  with  an 
extenfive  lake ;  or,  according  to  Cortez,  in 
his  fecond  narration  to  Charles  V.  with 
two  lakes,  one  of  frefh,  the  other  of  felt, 
water,  in  circuit  about  fifty  leagues.  This 
fituation,  fald  the  Mexicans,  was  appointed 
by  their  God  Fitxiliputzli^  who,  according 
to  the  explanation  of  their  pidure-hiflories, 
led  their  fore-fathcrs  a  journey  of  fourfcore 
years,  in  fearch  of  the  promifcd  land ;  the 
apifh  Devil,  fay  fome  Spaniili  writefs,  in 
this  imitating  the  joumies  of  the  Ifraelites. 
Four  of  the  principal  priefts  carried  th^ 
Idol  in  a  coffer  of  reeds.  Whenever  they 
baited  they  built  a  tabernacle  for  their  God 


in  the  midft  of  their  camp,  where  thef 
placed  the  coffer  and  the  altar.  They  then 
fowed  the  land,  and  their  flay  or  departure, 
without  regard  to  the  harveft,  was  dircded 
.  by  the  orders  received  from  their  idol,  till 
at  lafl  by  his  command  they  fixed  their 
abode  on  the  fite  of  Mexico.  The  origin 
of  the  Mexicans  is  reprefented  by  men 
coming  out  of  caves,  and  their  different 
joumies  and  encampments  are  pourtrayed  in 
their  pidlure-hiflories ;  one  of  which  was 
fent  to  Charles  V.  and  is  faid  to  be  lUU 
extant  in  the  Efcurial.  According  to  the 
reigns  of  their  kings,  their  firft  emigration 
was  about  A.  D.  720.  Vide  Boterus,  Gomara, 
Acofla,  and  other  Spanifh  writers. 

The 
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The  eaftern  fky  was  left  to  dufky  grey. 
And  o*er  the  laft  hot  breath  of  parting  day. 
Cool  o'er  the  fultry  noon's  remaining  flame. 
On  gentle  gales  the  grateful  twilight  came. 
Dimpling  the  lucid  pools  the  fragrant  breeze 
Sighs  0'er  the  lawns  and  whifpers  thro'  the  trees  > 
Refrefh'd  the  lilly  rears  the  filver  head. 
And  opening  jefmines  o'er  the  arbours  fpread. 
Fair  o'er  the  wave  that  gleam'd  like  diftant  fnow. 
Graceful  arofe  the  moon,  ferenely  flow ; 
Not  yet  full  orb'd,  in  clouded  fplendor  drefl:. 
Her  married  arms  embrace  her  pregnant  breaft. 
Sweet  to  his  mate,  recumbent  o'er  his  young. 
The  nightingale  his  fpoufal  anthem  fung ; 
From  every  bower  the  holy  chorus  rofe. 
From  every  bower  the  rival  anthem  flows. 
Tranflucent  twinkling  through  the  upland  grove 
In  all  her  luftre  fhines  the  fl:ar  of  love  ; 
Led  by  the  facred  ray  from  every  bower, 
A  joyful  train,  the  wedded  lovers  pour  : 
Each  with  the  youth  above  the  reft  approved. 
Each  with  the  nymph  above  the  reft  beloved. 
They  feek  the  palace  of  the  fovercign  dame ; 
High  on  a  mountain  glow'd  the  wondrous  frame : 
Of  gold  the  towers,  of  gold  the  pillars  fhone. 
The  walls  wtre  chryftal  ftarr'd  with  precious  ftone. 

Amid 
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Amid  the  hall  arofe  the  feftive  board 
With  nature's  choiceft  gifts  promifcuous  florid  : 
So  wiird  the  Goddcfs  to  renew  the  fmile 
Of  vital  ftrength,^  long  worn  by  days  of  toih 
On  chryftal  chairs  that  fhined  as  lambent  flame 
Each  gallant  youth  attends  his  lovely  dame ; 
Beneath  a  purple  canopy  of  flate 
The  beauteous  goddefs  and  the  leader  fate  : 
The  banquet  glows — -Not  fuch  the  feaft,  when  all 
The  pride  of  luxury  in  Egypt's  hall 
Before  the  love-fick  ^  Roman  fpread  the  boaft 
Of  every  teeming  fea  and  fertile  coafl. 
Sacred  to  nobleft  worth  and  Virtue's  car. 
Divine  as  genial  was  the  banquet  here; 
The  wine,  the  fong,  by  fweet  returns  inipire^ 
Now  wake  the  lover's,  now  the  hero's  fire. 
On  gold  and  filver  from  th'  Atlantic  main. 
The  fumptuous  tribute  of  the  fea's  wide  reign, 
Of  various  favour  was  the  banquet  piled  ; 
Amid  the  fruitage  mingling  rofes  fmiled. 
*In  cups  of  gold  that  Ihed  a  yellow  light. 
In  filver  fhining  as  the  moon  of  night. 
Amid  the  banquet  flow'd  the  fparkling  wine. 
Nor  gave  Falernia's  fields  the  parent  vine : 
Falernia's  vintage  nor  the  fabled  power 
Of  Jove's  ambrofia  in  th'  Olympian  bower 

*  £e/hri  tbi  iQvt'fick  Romaa.^m^Maik  Anthony, 

To 
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To  this  compare  not ;  wild  nor  firantfe  fiits^ 

Divineft  tranfport  this  alone  infpires^ 

The  beverage  foaming  o*er  the  goblet's  breaft 

The  chryftal  fountain's  codling  iid  *"  confeft  -, 

The  while,  as  circling  flow'd  the  cheei^l  bowt 

Sapient  difcourfe,  the  banquet  of  the  foul. 

Of  richeft  argument  and  brighteft  glow, 

Array'd  in  dimpling:  fmiles,  in'eaficfl:  flow 

Pour'd  all  its  grace's  :  nor  in  fdtmce  flood 

The  powers  of  mufic,  fuch  as  crft  fubdued 

The  horrid  frown  of  Hell's  profound  ^  domains. 

And  footh'd  the  tortur'd  ghofts  to  fluaarber  on  their  chains*  % 

To  mufic's  fweeteft  chords  in  loftieft  vein. 

An  angel  Syren  joins  the  vocal  ftrain ;    . 

The  filver  roofs  refouiid  the  living  ibng. 

The  harp  and  organ's  lofty  mood  prolong 

The  hallowed  warblings  ;  liftening  Silence  rides 

The  fky,  and  o'er  the  bridled  winds  prefidcs ; 

^  ne  he^verage the  fountain's  cooling  "before  ijie  Paradife  Loft.     Thefe  Kncs  of 

md  confeft, It  was  a  cuflom-  of  the  an-  Milton, 

cients  in  warm  climates  to  mix  the  cooleft  ,  ,..,/.»      ..... 

fpring  water  with  their  wine,  immediately  ^*^«^  J?^^  « ^^^«  when  fpir its  immortal  fung  P 

Lol  drinking ;  not.  we  may  fuppofe,  to'  Sj'^fe^^^^^ 

render  it  Icfs  intoxicating,  but  •  on  account  ^he  thronging  audience 

of  the  cooling  flavour  it  thereby  received. 

Homer  tells  us  that  the  wine  which  Ulyfles  bear  a  refcmblance  to  thcfc  of  Fanlhaw, 

gave  to  Polypheme  would  bear  twenty  mea-  „•  ^    i  .  n  /.    » 

fures  of  water.     Modern  luxury  has  fttbfti-  Muficajinfti-umefits  not  wantmg,  fuch 

♦.if,i   ,^r«r««,o,i  ;..-    ;«   «u^-.  Lc  ^k«  ^^^  As  to  fhc  damned  fnints  once  gave  cafe 

tuted  prcferved  ice,  m  place  of  the  more  j„  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  j^^^^f^^,  h^j,  _ 

Ancient  mixture. 

"^  Miiftc,  fuch  as  erft  fubdued  the  horrid       To  ftumher  amid  their  puniQiment,    though 
fro^^n  of  HdU  &c.— Alluding  to  the  fable        omitted,  by  Fanlhaw,  is  literal, 
of  Orpheus.     Fan/haw's  tranflation,  as  al- 
ready obfervcd,  was  publiOied  fourteen  years  Fizcrao  dcfcanjar  da  ctcnia  pcna 

In 
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Jn  fofteft  murmurs  flows  the  glafly  deep. 

And  each,  luird  in  his  fhade,  the  befl:ials.fleep« 

The  lofty  fong  afcends  the  thrilling  fkies. 

The  fong  of  godlike  heroes  yet  to  rife ; 

Jove  gave  the  dream,  whofe  glow  the  Syren  fired. 

And  prefent  Jove  the  prophecy  infpired. 

Not  he,  the  bard  of  love-fick  Dido*s  board. 

Nor  he  the  minftrel  of  Phseacia's  lord. 

Though  fam'd  in  fong,  could  touch  the  warbling  firing. 

Or  with  a  voice  fo  fweet,  melodious  fing. 

And  thou,  my  Mufe,  O  faireft  of  the  train. 

Calliope,  infpire  my  clofing  ftrain. 

No  more  the  fummer  of  my  life  •  remains. 

My  autumn's  lengthening  evenings  chill  my  veins ; 

Down  the  bleak  ftream  of  years  by  woes  on  woes 

Wing'd  on,  I  haften  to  the  tomb's  repofe, 

The  port  whofe  deep  dark  bottom  fhall  detain 

My  anchor  never  to  be  weighed  again. 

Never  on  other  fea  of  life  to  fteer 

The  human  courfc         Yet  thou,  O  goddefs,  hear, 

*  ^  No  more  tht  fummer  of  mf  life  remains.  often  talks  to  his  Mufe,  introdoced,  on  tkeie 

'It  is  not  certain  when  Camoens  wrote  favourable  opportunities,  any  little  pidurc 

this.     It  feems  however  not  long  to  precede  or  hiftory  of  himfelf,  thefe  digreilions  would 

the  publication  of  his  poem,  at  which  time  have  been  the  mod  interefting  parts  of  his 

he  was  in  his   fifty-fifth  year.     This  apof-  works.      Had    any  fuch   little  Jiiftory  of 

trophe  to  his  Mufe  may  perhaps  by  fome  be  Homer  complained  like  this,  of  Camoens, 

blamed  as  another  digreflion ;  but  fo  little  it  would  have  been  bedewed  with  the  tears 

does  it  require  defence,  that  one  need  not  of  ages. 
liefitate  to  affirm,  that  had  Homer,  who 

Hhh  Yet 
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Yet  let  me  live,  though  round  my  filYCr^d  head 
Misfortune's  bittereft  rage  unpitying  flied 
Her  coldeft  ftorms  ;  yet  let  me  live  to  crownt 
The  fong  that  boafts  my  nation'?,  proud  renown. 

Of  godlike  heroes  fung  the  Biymph  divine. 
Heroes  vrhofe  deeds  on  Gama's  creft  fhall  fliine  % 
Who  through  the  feas  by  Gaxna  firft  explored 
Shall  bear  the  Lufiaa  ftandard  and  the  fword. 
Till  every  coaft  where  roars  the  orient  main,, 
Bleft  in  its  fway,  fhall  own  the  Lufian  reign  ^ 
Till  every  Pagan  king  his  neck  ihall  yield. 
Or  vanquifh'd  gnaw  the  dttft  on  battle  field.. 

High  Priefl  of  Malabar,  the  goddefs  fung,. 
Thy  faith  repent  not,  nor  lament  thy  '  wrong  ^ 
Though  for*  thy  faith  to  Lafus'  generous  ra^ 
The  raging  Zamoreem  thy  fields  deface : 
From  Tagus,  lo,  the  great  Pacheco  fail«. 
To  India  wafted  on  au^cious  gales. 
Soon  as  his  crooked  prow  the  tide  fhall  prefs, 
A  new  Achilles  fhall  the  tide  confefs  i 


'  ^fy  feuth  rtpent  not^    nor  lament  thy 

njcTong. P.  Alvarez  Cabral,  the  fecond 

Portoguefe  commander  who  failed  to  India, 
entered  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  Tri- 
mumpara  king  of  Cochin  and  high  prieft  of 
Malabar.     Toe  Zamorim  raifed  powerful. 


armies  to  dethrone  him.  His  fidelity  to  the 
Portuguefe  was  unalterable,  though  his  af- 
fairs were  brought  to  the  loweil  ebb.  For 
an  account  of  this  war,  and  the  almofl  incre- 
dible atchievements  of  Pacheco,  fee  the 
hiflory  in  the  preface. 


His 
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His  fhip*s  ftrong  fides  fliall  groan  beneath  his  *  weight. 

And  deeper  waves  receive  the  facred  freight* 

Soon  as  on  India's  ftrand  he  fhakes  his  fpear. 

The  burning  Eaft  fhall  tremble,  chill'd  with  fear; 

Reeking  with  noble  blood  Cambalao's  ftream 

Shall  blaze  impurpled  to  the  evening  beam ; 

Urged  on  by  raging  fhame  the  Monarch  brings. 

Banded  with  all  their  powers,  his  vaffal  kings  : 

Narifinga's  rocks  their  cruel  thoflfands  vpour, 

Bipur's  ftern  king  attends^  aixl  thine,  Tanore.:     » 

To  guard  proud  Calicut's  imperial  pride 

All  the  wide  North  fweeps  down  its  peopled  tide : 
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K  His  Jhip^ s  firong  Ji^es  fhall  groan  heneaih 
thiir  nveighty  And  deeper  tva^ves  receive  tbi 
/acred freight. — r-Thds  Virgil ; 


•  fimul  a^cipit  alveo 


Ingentem  ^neam.  Gemuit  fub  pondere  cymba 
Sutilit,  &  multani  accepit  rimofa  paludem. 

That  the  vifionary  boat  of  Charon  groaned 
under  the  weight  of  Eneas  it  a  fine  poetical 
flroke ;  but  that  the  crazy  rents  let  in  the 
water  is  certainly  lowering  the  image.  The 
thought  however,  as  managed  in  Camoens, 
is  much  grander  than  in  Virgil,  and  affords 
a  happy  inftance,  where  the  hyperbole  is 
truly  poetical. 

Poetical  allufions  to,  of  abridgements  of 
^iftorical  events,  are  cither  extremely  la* 
fipid  and  obfcure,  or  particularly  pleafing  to 
the  reader.  To  be  pleafing,  a  previous  ac- 
quaintance with  the  hillory  is  neceffary,  and 
for  this  reafon  the  poems  of  Homer  and 
Virgil  were  peculiarly  relilhed  by  their 
countrymen.  When  a  known  circumftanee 
is  placed  in  an  animated  poetical  view,  and 
cloathed  with  the  graces  of  poetical  lan- 

fjage,  a  fenfible  mind  muft  feel  the  efFed. 
ut  when  the  circiimftance  is  unknown,  no- 
thing but  the  moft  lively  imagery  and  finefl 
colouring  can  prevent  it  from  being  tirefomc. 


The  Lufiad  affords  many  inflances  Whicli 
mufl  be  highly  pleaiing  to  the  Portuguefe,- 
but  dry  to  thofe  who  are  unacquainted^  with 
their  hiftory.  Nor  need  one  hefitate  to 
aflert,  that  were  we  not  acquainted  with  the 
Romati  hillory  from  our  childhood,  a  great 
part  of  the  Eneid  would  appear  to  us  in- 
tollerably  uninterelling.  Senfible  of  this 
difadvantage  which  every  verfion  of  Iiillori-. 
cal  poetry  muft  ftiffer,  the  IVanflator  has 
not  only  m  the  notes  added  every  incident 
which  might  elucidate  the  fubjedl,  but  has 
alfo,  all  Siowgy  in  the  epifode  in  the  third 
and  fourth  books,  in  the  defcription  of  the 
painted  enflgns  in  the  eighth,  and  in  the  al- 
lunons  in  the  prcfcnt  book,  endeavoured  to 
throw  every  hiftorical  incident  into  that  uni- 
verfal  language,  the  pidlurefque  of  poetry. 
The  circumftances  unfufccptible  of  imagery 
are  haftened  over,  and  thofe  which  can  beft 
receive  it,  prefented  to  the  view.  When 
HeAor  ftorms  the  Grecian  camp,  when 
Achilles  marches  to  battle,  every  reader  undcr- 
(lands  and  is  afFeded  with  the  bold  painting. 
But  when  Neftor  talks  of  his  exploits  at  the 
funereal  games  of  Amarynces^  (Iliad,  xxiii.) 
the  critics  themfelves  cannot  comprehend 
■him,  and  have  vied  with  each  other  in  in- 
venting explanations. 


Hhh  3 


Join'd 
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Join'd  are  the  fedls  that  never  touched  before. 
By  land  the  Pagan,  and  by  fea  the  Moor. 
O'er  land,  o'er  fea  the  great  Pacheco  ftrews 
The  proftrate  fpearmen,  and  the  founder'd  '  proas. 
Submis  and  filent,  paliied  with  amaze 
Proud  Malabar  th'  unnumbered  flain  fiirveys  : 
Yet  burns  the  Monarch ;  to  his  fhrine  he  fpeeds  ; 
Dire  howl  the  priefls,  the  groaning  viftim  bleeds ; 
The  ground  they  ftamp,  and  from  the  dark  abodes 
With  tears  and  vows  they  call  th'  infernal  gods. 
Enrag'd  with  dog-like  madnefs  to  behold 
His  temples  and  his  towns  in  flames  enroll'd^ 
Secure  of  promifed  viftory,   again 
He  fires  the  war,  the  lawns  are  heapt  with  flain* 
With  ftern  reproach  he  brands  his  routed  Nayres^, 
And  for  the  dreadful  field  Himfelf  prepares  ; 
His  harnefs'd  thoufands  to  the  fight  he  leads,. 
And  rides  exulting  where  the  combat  bleeds  : 
Amid  his  pomp  his  robes  are  fprinkled  o'er, 
And  his  proud  face  da/h'd  with  his  *  menials'  gore  r 
From  his  high  couch  he  leaps,  and  fpeeds  to  flight 
On  foot  inglorious,  in  his  army's  fight. 
Hell  then  he  calls,  and  all  the  powers  of  hell. 
The  fecret  poifon,  and  the  chanted  fpell  ^ 

^  ^  Prptf/— or  paraos,  Indian  veflels  which  '  — — _  hh  rotes  are  fprinkled  *V, 

lie  low  on  the  water,  are  worked  with  oars,        Jnd  bis  proud  face  dajh'd  'with  bis  menials* 
And  carry  too  men  and  ut)wards  apiece.  g0r^.««JLSee  the  hiftory  in  die  pidFace. 

Vaitt 
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Vain  as  the  fpell  the  poifon's  rage  is  fhed. 
For  Heaven  defends  the  hero's  facred  head* 
Still  fiercer  from  each  wound  the  Tyrant  burns. 
Still  to  the  field  with  heavier  force  returns  i 
The  feventh  dread  war  he  kindles ;  high  in  air 
The  hills  difliOHOur-d  lift  their  fhoulders  hart  f 
Their  woods  rolFd  down  now  ftrew  the  river's  fide^ 
Now  rife  in  mountain  turrets  o'er  the  tide ; 
Mountains  of  fire  and  fpn-esof  bickering  flame,' 
While  either  hank  rcfounds  the  proud  acclaim^  • 
Come  floating  down,  round  Lufus'  fleet  tapour 
Their  fulphrous  entraife  in>a  burning^^  fliower. 

Oh  vain  the  hopcr Let  Rome  her  boafl:  refign  ; 

Her  palms,  Pacheco,  never  bloom'd  like  thine ; 
Nor  Tybers  bridge,  nor  Marathon's  '  red  field. 
Nor  thine,.  Thermopylae,  foch  deeds  beheld  j 
Nor  Fabius-  arts  fiich  ruihing  ftofms  repelVd. 
Swift  as  repulfed'the  famifhcd  wollF  returns 
Fierce  to  the  fold,  and,  wounded,  fiercer  bums  ; 
So  fwift,.  fa  fierce,  feven  times,  all  India's  might 
Returns  unnunU^er'd  to. the  dreadful  fight; 


1 


^  —  round  Ltt/us*  flttt  to  pour  their  Koman  hiftoiy,  however,  at  this  period,  i% 

fulphrous  entrailu How  Pacheco  avoid-  often  mixt  with  fable.     Miltiades  obtained 

ed  this  formidable  danger,  fee  the  hiilory  in  zjpt?X  victory  over  Darius  at  Marathon, 

the  preface.  The  ftand  of  Leonida»  is  well  known.  Tho 

'  Nor  Tjher*s  bridge. When  Porfenna  battles  of  Pacheco  were  in  defence  of  the 

befieged  Rome,  Horatius  Codes  defend^  fords  by  which  the  city  of  Cochin  codd 

the  pafs  of  a  bridge  till  the  Romans  de-  only  be  entered.    The  numbers  he  withflood 

Uroyed  it  behind  him.    Having  thus  faved  by  land  and  fea,  and  the  vidlories  he  ol)« 

the  pafs,  heavy  armed  as  He  was,  he  Iwimmed  tatned,  are  much  more  aftonifhing  than  the 

acrofs  the  river  to  his  companions.    The  fiand  at  ThermopyU.    See  the  preface. 

Oae 


424.  THE        L    U   S    I    A.   D-  Book  X, 

One  hundred  fpears,  feven  times  in  dreadful  flower. 
Strews  in  the  duft  alLIndia'5  raging*  power. 

.    The  lofty  fong,  far  palenefs  o'er  her  fpread. 

The  nymph  fufpends,  and  bows  the  languid  head ; 

Her  faultering  words  are  breathed  on  plaintive  fighs. 

An,  Belifarius,  injured  Chief,  fhe  cries^ 

Ah,  wipe  thy  tears ;  in  war  liiy-  rival  fee. 

Injured  Pacheco,  falls  defpoil'd  like  thee  ^ 

In 'him,  in  thee  diihonour'd  virtue  bleeds^ 

And  valour  weeps  to  view  h?r  fiireft  deeds. 

Weeps  o'er  Pachego,  where,  forlorn  he  lies 

Low  on  an  alm6-h,oufe  "  feedf  and  frien:dlefc4ics^ 

Yet  fhall  the  Mufes  plume  his  humble. bier. 

And  ever  o'er  him  pour  th'  immortal  tear ; 

Thou^  by  thy  kin^,  alone  to  thee  lanjuft^ 

Thy  head,  great  Chief,  was  hwftbled  inihe^uA^ 

Loud  fhall  the  Mufe  indignant  lbiW«l  thy  praifc, 

**  Thou  gaveft  thy  Monarch's  thro&e  its  proudeft  blaze/* 

While  round  the  world  the  fun's. bright  car  fhall  ride. 

So  bright  fhall  fhine  thy  name's  iUuflrious  pride  i 

Thy  Monarch's  glory,  as  the  moon's  pale  beam, 

Eclipfed  by  thine,  ihall  fhed  aTickly  gleam. 

Such  meed  attends  when  foothing  flattery  fways. 

And  blinded  State  its  facred  tr«fl  betrays  i 

"*  Low  on  an  almi*J;oii/t  btd^   m^  _  Sec  ijbt  Idftoryaa  the  pre&oe. 

Agaio 
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Again  the  Nymph  exalts  her  brow,  again 
Jler  fwellirig  voice  refounds  the  lofty  ftrain  : 
Almeyda  comes,  the  kingly  name  he  bears. 
Deputed  royalty  his  ftandard  rears : 
In  all  the  generous  rag6  of  youthful  fire 
The  warlike  fon  attiRTd's  the  warlike  fire. 
Quiloa's  blood-ftain^d  tyrant  now  fhall  feel 
The  righteous  vengeancie  of  the  Lufian  fteel. 
Another  prince,  by  Lifbon's  throne  beloved. 
Shall  blefs  the  land;  for  faithful  deeds  approved* 
Mombaze  fhall  now  her  treafon's  meed  behold. 
When  curling  flames  her  proudeft  domes  enfold: 
Involved  in  fmoak,  loud  crafhing,  low  fhall  fall 
The  mounded  temple  and  the  cafHed  wall. 
O'er  India's  feas  the  young  Almeyda  pours. 
Scorching  the  withered  air,  his  irdh  fhowersj 
Tom  mafls  and  rudders,  hulks  and  canvas  riven. 
Month  after  month  before  his  prows  are  driven ; 
But  Heaven's  dread  will,  where  clouds  of  darknefs  refl. 
That  awful  will,  which  knows  afone  the  befl. 
Now  blunts  his  fpear  :  Cambaya's  fquadrons  joined 
With  Egypt's  fleets,  in  pagan  rage  combined, 
Engrafp  him  round ;  red  boils  the  flaggering  flood. 
Purpled  with  volleying  flames  and  hot  with  blood :  > 
Whirl'd  by  an  iron  thunder  bolt,  his  thigh 
In  fhivers  torn  flies  hifling  o*er  the  fky : 

Bound 
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Bound  to  the  maft  the  godlike- hero  •ftands. 
Waves  his  proud  fword  and  cheers  his  woeful  bands* 
Though  winds  and  feas  their  wonted  aid  deny. 
To  yield  he  knows  not,  but  he  knows  to  die : 
^Another  .ihunder  tears  his  manly  breaft  : 
<Oh  fly,  bleft  fpirit,  to  thy  heavenly  reft   ff  ■ 
,Hark,  rolling  on  the  groaning  ftorm  I  hear, 
Refiftlefs  vengeance  thundering  on  the  rear ! 
I  fee  the  tranfports  of  the  furious  fire. 
As  o'er  the  mangled  corfe  his  eyes  flafh  fire. 
.Swift  to  the  fight,  with  fi:ern  though  weeping  eyes, 
Fixt  rage  fierce  burning  in  his  breafl,,  he  flies  ^ 
Fierce  as  the  bull  that  fees  his  rival  rove 
Free  with  the  heifers  through  the  mounded  grove. 
On  oak  or  beech  his  madning  fury  pours ; 
,So  pours  Almeyda's  rage  on  Dabul's  towers^ 
His  vanes  wide  waving  o'er  the  Indian  fky. 
Before  his  prows  jthe  fleets  of  India  *  fly^ 

■  BounJ  to  the  maft  the  godlike  hero  ftanSs.  iflmeyda  attacked  Che  cconiblned  Hects  of 

»        The  Englifh  hiftory  affords  an  inftance  £gypt»   Cambay^,   and  ,the  Zamonm»   in 

of  fimilar  refolution  in  Admiral  Bembo*  the  entrance  and  harbour  of  Diu,  or  I>io. 

who  was  fupported  in  a  wooden  frame,  and  The  fleet  of  the  Zomorim  almoft  immedi* 

continued  the  engagement  after  his  legs  and  .ately  fled.    That  of  Melique  Yas^  Lord  of 

thighs  were  ftiivered  in  fplinters.     Contrary  Diu,  fuiFered  much  ;  but  Ihe  greateft  flaugh* 

to  die  advice  of  his  ofHcert  the  young  AU-  ^er  fell  upon>the.£gyptian8  and  Turks,  com- 

.meyda  reflifed  to  bear  ofl^,  though  almoll  manded  by  Mir-Hocemy  who  had  defeated 

certain  to  be  overpowered,  and  though  bath  and  killed  the  young  Almeyda.     Of  800 

wind  and  tide  were  critically  againft  him.  Mamulncks  or  Turks,    who  fought  under 

His  father  had  iharply  upbraided  him  for  a  ,Mir-JH[ocQm«  only  22,  fays  Ofiriusy  furvived 

former  retreat,   where  vidlory  was  thought  .this  engagement.     Melique  Yaz,  fays  Faria 

tmpoflible.    He  now  fell  the  vidim  of  nis  j  Sou/a^  was  bom  in  flavery,  and  defcended 

fatner's  ideas  -of  military  glory.     Sec  the  of  the  Chriftians  of  Roxia.  Theroadto  pre« 

preface.  ferment  i^  often  a  dirty  one ;  but  Melique'a 

•  ■                 the  fleets  of  India  fly  j^-^Mxtx  was  much  Icfs  fo  than  that  of  many.     As  the 

i^ving  Qteared  the  Indian  ieas,  the  Viceroy  king  of  Canbaya  was  one  day  ridinj?  in 

»itf. 
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On  Egypt's  chief  his  mortars*  dreadfid  tire 
Shall  vomit  all  the  rage  of  prifon'd  fire : 
Heads,  limbs  and  trunks  fliall  choak  the  ftruggling  tidcj 
•  Till  ^every  furge  with  reeking  crimfon  dyed. 
Around  the  young  Almcyda*s  haplefs  urn 
His  conquerors'  naktfd  ghofts  fhall  howl  and  mourn* 
As  meteors  flafhing  through  the  darkened  air 
I  fee  the  vidtors*  whirling  faulchions  glare ; 
Dark  rolls  the  fulphrous  fmoke  o'er  Dio's  ikies. 
And  (hrieks  of  death  and  fhouts  of  conqueft  rife. 
In  one  wide  tumult  blended :  The  rough  roar 
Shakes  the  brown  ttnts  on  Ganges'  trembling  ihorei 
The  waves  of  Indus  from  the  banks  recoil ; 
And  matrons  howling  on  the  ftrand  of  Nile, 
By  the  pale  moon  their  abfent  fons  deplore ; 
Long  flwll  they  wail ;  their  fons  return  no  more. 

Ah,  ftrike  the  notes  of  woe,  the  Syren  cries, 
A  dreary  vifion  fwims  before  my  eyes. 
To  Tagus*  fhore  triumphant  as  he  bends. 
Low  in  the  dull  the  Hero's  glory  ends : 
Though  bended  bow,  nor  thundering  engine's  hail. 
Nor  Egypt's  fword,  nor  India's  fpear  prevail, 

ftate,  an  unlucky  kite  dunged  upon  his  royal  the  ground.    For  the  merit  of  this  eminent 

bead.     His  mnjefty  in  great  wrath  fwore  he  fervice  he  was  made  Lord  of  Dhi,  or  Dio,  a 

would  give  all  he  was  worth  to  have  the  coniiderable  city,  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  im^ 

offender  killed.     Melique,  who  was  an  ex«  portant  fortrefs  at  that  time  in  all  India, 

pert  archer,  immediately  difpatched  an  ar-  See  Faria,  L.  2.  c.  a« 
row*  which  brought  the  audacious  hawk  to 

I  i  i  Fall 
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Fall  fhall  the  '  Chief  before  a  naked  foe. 

Rough  clubs  and  rude  hurl'd  ilones  fhall  flrike  the  blows 

The  Cape  of  Tempefls  fhall  his  tomb  fupply. 

And  in  the  defert  fands  his  bones  fhall  lie. 

No  boaflful  trophy  o*er  his  afhes  rear'd : 

Such  Heaven's  dread  will,  and  be  that  will  revered ! 

But  lo,  refplendent  fhines  another  flar. 
Loud  fhe  refounds,  in  all  the  blaze  of  war ! 
Great  ^  Cunia  guards  Melinda*s  friendly  fhore. 
And  dyes  her  feas  with  Oja's  hoflile  gore ; 
Lamo  and  Brava's  towers  his  vengeance  tell : 
Green  Madagafcar's  flowery  dales  fhall  fwell 
His  ecchoed  fame,  till  ocean's  fouthmofl  bound 
On  ifles  and  fhores  unknown  his  name  refound. 

Another  blaze,  behold,  of  fire  and  arms  I 
Great  Albuquerk  awakes  the  dread  alarms : 
O'er  Ormuz'  walls  his  thundering  flames  he  pours. 
While  Heaven,  the  Hero's  guide,  indignant '  fhowers 
Their  arrows  backward  on  the  Perfian  foe. 
Tearing  the  breafls  and  arms  that  twang'd  the  bow. 

P  FallJhaU  tbi  Chief.^-'^Stt  the  note  on  arrows  of  the  enemy  backward  upon  thtfir 

page  208.  own  ranks.     Oibriusfays,  that  many  of  the 

4  Gnat  Cuttia.'^'-'-^Tn&sak  de  Cunha,  or  dead  Perfians  and  Moors  were  found  to  have 

d'Acngna.    See  the  hiilory  in  the  preface.  died  by  arrows.    But  as  that  weapon  was 

'  Heaven  indiffuint  Jha^vatrs  their  arrows  not  ufed  by  the  Portuguefe,  he  conje£iures» 

backward, dee  the  note  on  page  63.  that  in  their  defpair  of  viflory  many  of  the 

Some  writers  relate,  that  when  Albuquerque  enemy  had  dius  killed  thenuelves,   rather 

beiieged  Ormuzi  a  violent  wind  drove  the  than  furvive  the  defeat. 

Mountains 
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Mountains  of  fait  and  fragrant  gums  in  vain 
Were  fpent  untainted  to  embalm  the  ilain. 
Such  heaps  fhall  drew  the  feas  and  faithlefs  ftrand 
Of  Gerum,  Mazcate,  and  Calayat's  land^ 
Till  faithlefs  Ormuz  own  the  Luiian  fway. 
And  Barem's  pearls  her  yearly  fafety  pay. 

What  glorious  palms  on  Goa*s  '  ifle  I  fee. 
Their  bloflbms  fpread,  great  Albuquerk,  for  thee ! 
Through  caftled  walls  the  Hero  breaks  his  way. 
And  opens  with  his  fword  the  dread  array 
Of  Moors  and  Pagans ;  through  their  depth  he  rides. 
Through  fpears  and  fhowering  fire  the  battle  guides. 
As  bulls  enraged,  or  lions  fmear'd  with  gore. 
His  bands  fweep  wide  o'er  Goa's  purpled  ihore. 
Nor  eaftward  far  though  fair  Malacca  *  lie. 
Her  groves  embofom'd  in  the  morning  iky ; 
Though  with  her  amorous  fons  the  valiant  line 
Of  Java's  ifle  in  battle  rank  combine, 

•  IFhat  glorious  palms  ott  Goa^s  iJU  I  Jet.  the  prize  of  thevidtors.  When  Albaqoeraoe 
»— — Thif  important  place  was  made  an  was  on  the  way  to  Malacca,  he  attacked  a 
Archbi(hopricK»  the  capital  o^  the  Porta-  iarge  ihip,  but  jail  as  his  men  were  going  to 
guefe  empire  in  the  Eaft,  and  the  ieat  of  board  her,  ihe  fuddenly  appeared  all  in 
their  Viceroys  ;  for  which  purpofes  it  is  ad-  flames,  which  obliged  the  Portueuefe  to 
vantaeeoufly  fituated  on  the  coail  of  Decan.  bear  off.  Three  days  afterward  the  fame 
It  (lillremains  in  the  poiTeffion  of  the  For-  veflel  fent  a  boat  to  Albuquerque,  offering  an 
tuguefe.                                              ^  alliance,  which  was  accepted.     The  flames» 

*  Malacca. The  conqueft  of  this  place  fays  Oforius,  were- only  artificial,  and  did 

was  one  of  the  greatcft  anions  of  Albuquer-  not  the  leaft  damage.  Another  wonderful 
que.  It  became  the  chief  port  of  the  eaftem  adventure  immediately  happened.  The  ad- 
part  of  Portuguefe  India,  and  fecond  only  to  miral  foon  after  fent  his  long  boats  to  attack 
Goa.  Befides  a  great  many  pieces  of  ord-  a  fhip  commanded  by  one  l4ehoada  Beeguea. 
nance  which  were  carried  away  by  the  Moors  The  enemy  made  an  obftinate  refiftance,  Ne- 
whoefcaped^  3000  laige  cannon  remained    ^  hoadil  himfelf  was  pierced  with  feveral  mortal 

I  i  i  a  wounds. 


450 


THE 


L    U    S   1   A   D. 


BookX^ 


Though  poifon'd  fhafts  their  ponderous  quivers  ftoi'e  j 
Malacca's  fpicy  graves  and  golden  ore. 
Great  Albuquerk,.  thy  dauntlefs  toils  &all  crown  ! 
Yet  art  thou  •  ftain'd— — Here  with  a  fighful  frown. 
The  Goddefs  paufed,  for  nuicK  remained  unfung. 
But  blotted  with  an  humble  foldier*s  wr^ng^. 


wouikts,  bat  loft  not  one  drop  of  blood,  till 
a  bracelet  was  taken  off  his  arm,  when  im- 
mediately the  blood  gufhed  out.  Accord- 
ing to  Oforius,  this  was  faid  to  b»occafioned. 
by  the  virtue  of  a  ftone  in  the  bracelet  taken 
'out  of  an  animal  called  Cabrifia^  which 
when  worn  on  the  body  could  prevent  the 
effufion  of  blood  from  the  mod  grievous, 
wounds. 

"  Tet  art  ihouftain^d, -A  deuil  of  all. 

the  great  anions  of  Albuquerque  would  have 
been  tedious  and.unpoetical.  Camoens  has- 
chofen  the  moft  brilliant,  and  has  happily 
fuppreffed  the  refl  by  a  difplay  of  indigna- 
tion. The  French  tranflator  has  the  follow- 
ing note  on  this  pafTage,  **  Behold- another 
**  inftance  of  our  Author's  prejudice  !  The 
'*  adion  which  he  condemns  had  nothing  in 
*'  it  blameable :  but  as  he  wa»  of  a  moft 
•*  amorous  conftitution,  he  thought  every 
*'  fault  which  could  plead  an  amour  in  its. 
**  excufe  ought  to  be  pardoned ;  but  true 
**  heroes,  fuch  as  Albuquerque,. follow  other 
**  maxims.  This  great  man  had  in  his 
**  palace  a  beautiful  Indian  flave.  He  vicw- 
**  ed  her  with  the  eyes  of  a  father,  and  the 
*•  care  of  her  education  was  his  pleafure. 
^  A  Portugueft  foldier,  named  Ruy  Diaz, 
"  had  the  boldnefs  to  enter  the  General's 
"  apartment,  where  he  fucceeded  fo  well 
•'  with  the  girl,  that  he  obtained  his  defire. 
«'  When  Albuquerque  heard  of  it,  he  im- 
"  mediately  ordered  him  to  the  gallows." 

Camoens,  however,  was  no  fuch  undif- 
tingui(hing  libertine  as  this  would  reprefent 
him.  In  a  few  pages  we  find  him  praifing 
the  continence  of  Don  Henry  de  Menefes, 
whofe  viftory  over  his  paflions  he  calls  the 
higheft  excellence  of  youth.  Nor  does  it 
appear  by  what  authority  the  Frenchman 
alTures.us  of  the  chafte  paternal  affe^ion 
which  Albuquerque  bore  tj  this  Indian  girl. 
It  was  the  great  aimof  Albuquerque  to  efta- 


blifti  colonies  in  India,  and  for  that  parpo(e- 
he  encouraged  his  foldiers  to  marry  with  the* 
natives.    The  moft  iiebtly  girls  were  feled- 
ed,.  and  educated  in  &  religion  and  bou(e- 
hold  arts  of  Portugal,  and  portioned  at  the 
expence  of  tlfe  GeneraL    Theie  he  called 
his  daughters,  and  with  great  pleafure  he 
ufed    to    attend    their    weddings,    fevetal 
couples  being  ufually  joined  together  at  one 
time..  At  one  of  thefe  nuptials,  fays  Farim^ 
die  feftivity  having  continued  late,  and  the 
brides  being  mixed  together,  feveral  of  the 
brideei'ooms  committed  a  blunder.      The 
miftakes  of  the  night  however,  as  they  were 
all  equal  in  point  of  honour,  were  mutually 
forgiven  in  the  morning,  and  each  man  took 
his  proper  wife  whom  he  had  received  at 
the  altar.     This  delicate  anecdote  of  Albu- 
querque's fons  and  daughters,  is  as  bad  41 . 
commentary  on  the  note  of  Caftera,  as  it  is 
on  the  feverity  which  the  commander  (hew- 
ed to  poor  Diaz.     Nor  does  Camoens  ftand 
alone  in.  the  condemnation  of  the  General.. 
The  Hiftorian  agrees  with  the  Poet.     Men- 
tioning the  deaui  of  D.  Antonio  Noronha, 
**  This   gentleman,    fays  Faria^    ufed   to- 
"  moderate  the  violent  temper  of  his  uncle 
"  Albuquerque,    which  foon  after  (he^'cd 
*•  itfelf  in  rigid  feverity.     He  ordered  a 
••foldier  to  be  hanged  for  an  amour  withr- 
*•  one  of  the  (laves  whom  he  called  daugh- 
**  ters,  and  whom  he  ufed  to  give  in  mar- 
•'  riage.     When  fome  of  his  officers  afked 
••  him  what  authority  he  had  to  take  the- 
**  poor  man's  life,  he  drew  his  fword,  told 
••  them  that  was  his  commiffion,  and  in- 
**  ftantly   broke  them."      To    marry  his 
foldiers  with  the  natives  was  the  plan  of 
Albuquerque,   his  feverity  therefore  feems 
unaccountable,  unleis  we  admit  the  perhaps- 
of  Camoens,    ««  de  ciofo^   perhaps  it  was 

jealoufy^ But  whatever  inccnfed  the 

Ceiieral>  the  execution  cf  the  foldier  was 

contrary 
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Alas,  fhe  cries,  when  war's  dread  horrors  reign, 
And  thundering  batteries  rock  the  fiery  plaiii. 
When  ghaftly  faniinc  on  a  hoitile  foil. 
When  paledifeafe  attends,  on  weary  toil. 
When  patient  under  all  the  foldier  ftands,, 
Detefted  be  the  rag£  which  then  demands. 
The  humble  foldier's  blood,  his  only  crime 
The  amorous  frailty  of  the  youthful  prime ! 
Inceft's  cold  horror  here  no  glo\y  reilained. 
Nor  facred  nuptial  bed  was  herq  prophaned,> 
Nor  here  unwelcome  force  the  virgin  feized  y 
A  flave  lafcivious,  in  his  fondling  pleafed, 

Refigns  her  breaft Ah,  ftain  to  Lufian  fame  ! 

('Twas  luft  of  blood,  perhaps  'twas  jealous  flame  5) 
The  Leader's  rage,  unworthy  of  the  brave,- 
Configns  the  youthful  foldier  to  the  grave. 
Not  Ammon  thus*  Apelles'  love  *  repaid, 
Great  Ammon's  bed  refign'd  the  lovely  maid  ;.: 


AZi 


contrary  to  thi  laws  of  every  nadon* ;  and 
tke  honeft  indigoation  of  Camocns  againfl 
one  of  the  greateft  of  his  countrymen,  one 
who  was  the  grand  archkedt  of  the  Porta- 
guefe  empire  in  the  £aft,  af&rds  a  noble 
inftance  of  that  manly  freedom  of  fentiment 
which  knows  no  right  by  which  kin^  or 
peer  may  do  injuftice  to  the  meaneft  fubjedt. 
Nor  can  we  omit  the  obfervation,  that  the 
above  note  of  Caftera  is  of  a  piece  with 
the  French  devotion  we  have  already  feen 
him  pay  to  the  name  of  king,  a  devotion 
which  breathes  the  true  fpirit  of  the  blefled 


advice  given  by  Father  Pan!  to  the  republic  of 
Venice :  *'  When  a  nobleman  commits  an  of- 
**  fence  againft  a  fubjedl,  fays  the  Jefuit,  let 
**  every  means  be  tried  to  juftifymm.  But 
"  if  a  fubjed  has  ofi*ended  a  nobleman,  let 
**  him  be  punifhed  with  the  utmoft  ievesity," 
*  Net  Ammon.  —  Camp^fpe,  the  moft 
beautiful  concubine  of  Alexander,  was  given 
l^  that  monarch,  to  Apelles,  whom  he  per- 
ceived in  Jove  with  her.  Arafpas  had  uxiSt 
charge  of  the  fair  captive  Panthea.  His  at- 
tempt on  her  virtue  was  forgiven  by  Cyrus* 


•  Oforiot  Ttlttet  the  iffiur  of  Diss  ^ with  tomt  other  ciraunftancei  ]  ^ot  with  no  dtfieronce  that  affcdt 
ihif^kflbtion. 

Nor. 
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Nor  Cyrus  thus  reproved  Arafpas*  firej 
Nor  haughtier  Carlo  thus  aifumed  the  fire^ 
Though  iron  Baldwin  to  his  daughter's  bower^ 
An  ill-match'd  lover,  ftole  in  fecret  hour : 
With  nobler  rage  the  lofty  monarch  glowM, 
And  Flandria's  "^  earldom  on  the  knight  beftow'd* 
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Again  the  nymph  the  fong  of  fame  refounds ; 
Lo, '  fweeping  wide  o*er  Ethiopia's  bounds. 
Wide  o'er  Arabia's  purple  fhore  on  high 
The  Lufian  enfigns  blaze  along  the  fky : 
Mecca,  aj;hafl,  beholds  the  flandards  fhine. 
And  midnight  horror  ihakes  Medina's  *  ihrine  j 


^  And  Flandria^j  earldom  en  tbi  knight 
hefto'w^d.^^^'**  Baldwin,  furnamed  Iron- 
•«*  arm.  Grand  Foreftcr  of  JFlandera,  beinc 
^  in  love  with  Tudith,  the  daughter  ^ 
«  Charles  the  Bald  and  widow  of  Ethd- 
**  wolfe,  king  of  England,  obtained  his 
*<  defire  by  force.  Charles,  though  at  firft 
**  he  highly  refented,  afterwards  pardoned 
<<  his  cnme,  and  confented  to  his  marriagp 
^  with  the  Princeii."  Caflera. 

This  digreffion  in  the  fong  of  the  nymph 
))ears,  in  manner,  a  (biking  refemblancc  to 
the  hiftories  which  o^en,  even  in  the  heat 
of  battle,  the  heroes*  of.  Homer  relate  to 
each  other.  That  thefe  little  epifodes  have 
their  beauty  and"  propriety  in  an  Epic  poenu 
will  ftrongly  appear  from  a  view  of  M.  dc 
la  Motte's  tranfladon  of  the  Iliad  into 
French  vcrfc.  The  four  and  twenty  books  of 
Homerhe  has  con  tradedinto  twelve,  and  thefe 
contain  no  more  lines  than  about  fbur  books 
of  the  original.  A  thoufand  embelifhments 
which  the  warm  poetical  feelings  of  Homer 
fuggefted  to  him,  are  thus  thrown  out  by  the 
Frenchman.  But  what  is  the  confequence  of 
this  improvemeiu  f  The  work  of  la  Motte 


kntretd,  even  liy  his  own  comtrymen,  and 
defpifed  by  every  Foreigner  who  has  the 
leaft  reli(h  for  poetry  and  Homer. 

*  And  midnight  horror  Jhakes  Medim^i 
fifrim, Medina,  the  city  where  Moham- 
med is  buried.  About  fix  years  after  Gama's 
difcovery  of  India,  the  Sultan  of  Egypt 
lent  Manrus,  the  abbot  of  the  monks  at 
Jeru&lem,  who  inhabit  Mount  Sion,  on  an 
embaffy  to  Pope  Julius  II.  The  Saltan,  with 
ievere  threats  to  the  Chriflians  of  the 
£aft  in  cafe  of  refufal,  intreated  the  Pope 
to  defire  Emmanuel  king  of  Portugal  to 
fend  no  more  fleets  to  the  Indian  Teas.  The 
Pope  fent  Maurus  to  Emmanuel,  who  re- 
turned a  very  fpirited  anfwer  to  his  Holi- 
nefs,  affuring  hun  that  no  threats,,  no  dan- 
gers could  make  him  alter  his  refoludons, 
and  lamenting  that  it  had  not  yet  been  in 
his  power  to  fulfil  his  puipofe  of  denx>lifh- 
ing  the  fepulchre  and  erasing  the  memorials 
of  Mohammed  from  the  earth.  This,  he 
fays,  was  the  firfl  purpofe  of  fending  bis 
fleets  to  India,  ifohis  nim,  cum  iur  in 
Indiam  clajfihui  noflris  aptrire^  \S  ngiones 
majoribus  noftris  incognitas  exploran  decren/i'^ 
muSf  hoc  frofofiium  fnit,  ut  ipfum  Mahumg^ 
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Th'  unhallowed  altar  bodes  th*  approaching  foe> 

Foredoom'd  in  duft  its  prophet's  tomb  to  ftrcw.  ^ 

Nor  Ceylon's  ifle,  brave  Soarez^  (hall  with-hold 

Its  incenfe,  precious  as  the  bumifh'd  gold. 

What  time  o'er  proud  Columbo's  loftieft  fpirc 

Thy  flag  (hall  blaze  :  Nor  fliall  th'  immortal  lyre 

Forget  thy  praife,  Sequeyra !  To  the  fhore 

Where  Sheba's  fapient  queen  the  ^  fceptre  bore. 

Braving  the  Red  Sea's  dangers  flialt  thou  force 

To  Abyflinia's  realm  thy  novel  courfe  ; 

And  ifles,  by  jealous  nature  long  conceal'd. 

Shall  to  the  wondering  world  be  now  reveal'd. 

Great  Menez  next  the  Luiian  fword  fhall  bear ; 

Menez,  the  dread  of  Afric,  high  fliall  rear 

His  vidlor  fword,  till  deep  fliall  Ormuz  groan. 

And  tribute  doubled  her  revolt  atone. 

Now  fliincs  thy  glory  in  meridian  height. 
And  loud  her  voice  flie  raifed ;  O  matchlefs  Knight, 
Thou,  thou,  illufl:rious  Gama,  thou  flialt  bring 
The  olive  bough  of  peace,  deputed  King  ! 


tMit  ftQ^  caput .  •  •  .  .  ixtinguinmui  ■  ^  Whin  Sbiba^s  fapitnt  qutiu  the  fieptn 

It  is  with  great  art  that  Camoens  fo  often  ^^rr.  •^— The  Abyflinians    contend    that 

reminds  us  of  the  grand  deiim  of  the  expe«  their  country  is  the  Sheba  mentioned  in  the 

dition  of  his  heroes,   to  fubvert  Mohsun-  fcripture,  and  that  die  queen  who  viiited 

medifm  and  found  a  Chriftian  empire  in  the  Solomon  bore  a  fon  to  that  monarch,  from 

Bail.    But  the  dignity  which  this  rives  his  ^hom  their  royal  family,   to  the  prefent 

poem  is  already  obferved  in  the  pimce.  timei  is  defcended. 

The 
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Th«  lands  by  Thee  difcover'd  (hall  obey 

Thy/cepter'd  power,  and  blefs  thy  regal  fway* 

-Cut  India's  crimes,  outrageous  to  the  fkies^ 

A  length  of  thefe  Saturnian  days  denies  : 

Snatch'd  from  thy  golden  throne  the  heavens  (hall  claim 

Thy  deathlefs  foul,  the  world  thy  deathlefs  [  name« 

Now  o'er  the  coaft  of  faithlefs  Malabar 
Vi6torious  Henry  '  pours  the  rage  of  war; 
Nor  lefs  the  youth  a  nobler  ftrife  (hall  wage^ 
Great  vidlor  of  himfelf  though  green  in  age; 
No  reftlefs  (lave  of  wanton  amorous  fire. 
No  luft  of  gold  (hall  taint  his  generous  ire* 
While  youth's  bold  pulfe  beats  high,  how  brave  the  boy 
Whom  liarlot  fmiles  nor  pride  of  power  decoy  ! 
Immortal  be  his  name  !  Nor  lefs  thy  praife. 
Great  *  Mafcarene^  (hall  future  ajges  raife  z 

r  S natch* /i /rem  thy  golden  throne. — Gama  **  tlic  feaft  and  flie  fong  confinue.    If  I  am 

only  reigned  three  Hionths  Viceroy  of  India.  **  not  deceived,  this  is  truly  great.'* 

During  nis  fecond  voyage,  the  third  which  *  Viaorious  Henry.  ^-—^  Don  Henry  de 

the  Portuguefe  made  to  India,  he  gave  the  Menezcs.     He  wai  only  twcnty-iight  i^hea 

Zamoriui  fome  confiderable  defeats  by  fea,  appointed  to  the  government  of  India.     He 

befides  his  vidlories  over  the  Moors.   Thefc,  died  in  his  thirtieth  year,  a  noble  example 

however,   arc  judicioufly  omitted  *by  Ca-  of  the  moft  difintercfted  heroifm.     Sec  the 

moens,  as  the  lefs  ftriking  part  of  his  cha-  preface, 

rafter.  *  Creae  Ma/carene. Pedro  dc  Mafca- 

The  French  Tranflator  is  highly  plcafed  renhas.     The  injuftice  done  to  this  brave 

with  the  prediction  of  Gama's  death,  dc-  officer,  and  the  nfurpation  -ef  his  gdvem- 

fivered  to  himfelf  at  the  feaft.  '*  The  Syicn,  mentfhip  by  Lopez  Vaz  de  Sampayo,  afford 

**  iays.he,  pcrfuaded  that  Gama  is  a  hero  one  of  the  moft  interefting  periods  of  the 

**  exempt  from  weakncfs,  does  not  heiitate  hiftory  of  the  Portuguefe  in  India.     See  Che 

*•  to  mention  the  end  of  his  life.     Gama  ^  preface, 
<<  Uftens  without  any  mark  of  emotion ;  ^ 

Thouglj 
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Though  power,  unjuft,  with-hold  the  fplcndid  ray 

That  dignifies  the  creft  of  fovereign  fway. 

Thy  deeds,  great  Chief,  on  Bintam's  humbled  fliore. 

Deeds  fuch  as  Afia  never  viewed  before. 

Shall  give  thy  honeft  fame  a  brighter  blaze 

Than  tyrant  pomp  in  golden  robes  difplays* 

Though  bold  in  war  the  fierce  Ufurper  fliine. 

Though  Cutial's  potent  navy  o'er  the  brine 

Drive  vanquifli'd ;  though  the  Lufian  Hedlor's  fword 

For  him  reap  conqueft,  and  confirm  him  Lord ; 

Thy  deeds,  great  Peer,  the  wonder  of  thy  foes. 

Thy  glorious  chains  unjuft,  and  generous  woes. 

Shall  dim  the  fierce  Sampayo's  faireft  fame. 

And  o'er  hk  honours  thine  aloud  proclaim. 

Thy  generous  woes  !  Ah  gallant  injured  Chief, 

Not  thy  own  forrows  give  the  fliarpeft  grief. 

Thou  feeft  the  Lufian  name  her  honours  ftain. 

And  luft  of  gold  her  heroes'  breafts  profane; 

Thou  feeft  ambition  lift  the  impious  head. 

Nor  God's  red  arm,  nor  lingering  juftice  dread; 

O'er  India's  bounds  thou  feeft  thefe  vultures  prowl. 

Full  gorged  with  blood,  and  dreadlefs  of  controul ; 

Thou  feeft  and  weepft  thy  country's  blotted  name. 

The  generous  forrow  thine,  but  not  the  fhame. 

Nor  long  the  Lufian  enfigns  ftain'd  remain ; 

Great  Nunio  ^  comes,  and  razes  every  ftain. 

*»  Great  Mr;*/^.— — Nunio  dc  Cunha,  one  of  the  moft  worthy  of  the  Portogaefe  governors. 
See  the  preface. 

K  k  k  Though 
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Though  lofty  Cal^*s  warlike  towers  he  rear ; 

Though  haughty  Melic  groan  beneath  his  fpear  ; 

Though  Die  owe  her  fafcty  to  his  name, 

Thefe  are  the  tinfel  of  his  nobler  fame. 

Far  haughtier  foes  of  Lufian  race  he  braves ; 

The  awful  fword  of  juftice  high  he  waves  : 

Before  his  bar  the  injured  Indian  ftands. 

And  juftice  boldly  on  his  foe  demands. 

The  Lufian  foe ;  in  wonder  loft  the  Moor 

Beholds  proud  Rapine's  vulture  gripe  reftore; 

Beholds  the  Lufian  hands  in  fetters  bound 

By  Lufian  hands,  and  wound  repay'd  for  wound* 

Oh,  more  fhall  thus  by  Nunio's  worth  be  won. 

Than  conqueft  reaps  from  high  plumed  hofts  overthrown. 

Long  fhall  the  generous  Nunio's  blifsful  fway 

Command  fupreme.     In  Dio's  hopclefs  day 

The  fovereign  toil  the  brave  Noronha  takes ;    - 

Awed  by  his  fame  the  fierce-foul'd  Rumien  *  (hakes. 

And  Dio's  open'd  walls  in  fudden  flight  forfakes. 

A  fon  of  thine,  O  Gama,  now  fliall  *  hold 

The  helm  of*  empire,  prudent,  wife  and  bold : 

«  Anxed  hy  his  fame.  —  That  brave  Coje  Tofar^  one  of  the  general  officers  of 

generous  fpirit,  which  prompted  Camoens  the  aflaxllants.      The  delays  of  Noronha 

to  condemn  the  great  Albuquerque  for  in-  were  as  hiehly  blameable^  as  his  treatment 

juftice  to  a  common  foldier,  has  here  de-  of  his  predecefror,  the  excellent  Nonio,  was 

fcrtcd  him.    In  place  of  poetical  compli*  unworthy  of  a  gentleman.     See  the  hiftory 

ment«  on  the  terrors  of  his  name,  Noronha  of  the  Portuguefe  Commanden  in  India,  in 

deferred  infamy,     ^i'he  fiege  of  Dio,  it  is  the  preface. 

true,  was  raifcd  on  the  report  of  his  ap-  ^  A  fon  of  thine^  O  Gtfaui.*—— Stephen 

l^roacbi  but  thai  report  wai  the  ftraugem  of  de  Gama.    See  the  preface. 

Malacca 


I 
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Malacca  faved  and  flrengthen'd  by  his  arms. 
The  banks  of  Tor  fliall  eccho  his  alarms ; 
His  worth  fhall  blefs  the  kingdoms  of  the  morn. 
For  all  thy  virtues  fhall  his  foul  adorn. 
When  fate  refigns  thy  hero  to  the  fkies, 
A  Veteran,  famed  on  Brazil's  fliorc,  {hall  *  rife : 
The  wide  Atlantic  and  the  Indian  main. 
By  turns  fhall  own  the  terrors  of  his  reign. 
His  aid  the  proud  Cambayan  king  implores. 
His  potent  aid  Cambaya's  king  reflores. 
The  dread  Mogul  with  all  his  thoufands  flies. 
And  Dio's  towers  are  Souza's  wcll-earn*d  prize* 
Nor  lefs  the  Zamorim  o'er  blood-flain'd  ^  ground 
Shall  fpeed  his  legions,  torn  with  many  a  wound. 
In  headlong  rout.     Nor  fhall  the  boaflful  pride 
Of  India's  navy,  though  the  fhaded  tide 
Around  the  fquadron'd  mafls  appear  the  down 
Of  fome  wide  forefl,  other  fate  renown. 
Loud  rattling  through  the  hills  of  Cape  Camore 
I  hear  the  tempefl  of  the  battle  roar ! 
Clung  to  the  fplintcr'd  mafls  I  fee  the  dead 
Badala's  fhore  with  horrid  wreck  befpread ; 

•  A  VeHranfam^d  tn  Brav^Vs  Jhori.---^^        allow tie  fangui  ri^/^^-..— which  Fan- 
Martin  Alonzo  de  Souza.     He  was  cele-       ihaw  has  thus  punned, 

brated  for  clearing  the  coall  of  Brazil  of  •  u       r  i   i  r 

fevcral  pirates,  who  were  formidable  to  that       .     .! — 7.  T '^S^^!l  "^^  r 

infant  colony.  Sending  him  home  again  by  Weeping-Crtfi.^^^ 

*  «'^  hlMd^ftain'd  ground. a  place  near  Banbury  in  Oxfordihirc. 

This  is  as  near  the  original  as  elegance  will 

K  k  k  2  Baticala 
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Baticala  inflamed  by  treachrous  hate. 

Provokes  the  horrors  of  Badala's  fate  : 

Her  feas  in  blood,  her  fkies  en  wrapt  in  fire 

Confefs  the  fweeping  ftorm  of  Souza's  ire,. 

No  hoftile  fpear  now  rear'd  on  fea  or  ftrand> 

The  awful  fceptre  graces  Souza's  hand; 

Peaceful  he  reigns,  in  counfel  juft  and  wifc.j 

And  glorious  Caftro  now  his  throne  fupplies  t 

Caflro,  the  boaft  of  generous  fame,  afar 

From  Dio's  ftrand  fhall  fway  the  glorious  war* 

Madning  with  rage  to  view  the  Lufian  band, 

A  troop  fo  few,  proud  Dia's  towers  command,. 

The  cruel  Ethiop  Moor  to  heaven  complains> 

And  the  fternPerfian  foe  his  peers  arraigns^ 

The  Rumien  fierce,  who  boafts  the  name  of  *  Rome> 

With  thefe  confpires,  and  vows  the  Lufians'  doom» 

A  thoufand  barbarous  nations  join  their  powers 

To  bathe  with  Lufian  blood  the  Dion  towers. 

Dark  rolling  fheets  forth  belch'd  from  brazen  wombs> 

Bored,  as  the  (howering  cloud,  with  hailing  bombs, 

«  The  Rumien  fierce  ivho  hoafts  the  name  the  fame  figure  among  the  Eailernt,  as  that 

of  Rome, When  the  vidoiies  of  the  Por-  of  the  fabulous  or  heroic  agcs^  does  with  us, 

tuguefe  began  to  overfpread  the  Eaft,  fcveral  with  this  difference,  it  was  better  believed* 

Indian  princes,  by  the  counfels  of  the  Moors,  The  Turks  of  Romania  pretended  to  be  the 

applied  for  ailiftance  to  the  Sultan  of  Egypt  defccndants  of  the  Roman  Conquerors,  and 

and  the   Grand   Signior.     The  troops  of  the  Indians  gave  them  and  their  auxiliaries 

thefe   Mohammedan   princes  were  in   the  the  name  of  Rumes,  or  Romans.  In  the  fame 

higheil  reputation  for  bravery,  and  though  manner  the  fame  of  Godfrey  in  the  Eaft 

<rompofed  of  many  different  nations,  were  conferred  the  name  of  Franks  on  all  the 

known  among  the  orientals  by  one  common  weAem  Chriflians,  who  on  their  part  gave 

name.     Ignorance  delights  in  the  marvel-  the  name  of  Moors  to  all  th«  Mohamme* 

lous.    The  hifloxy  of  ancient  Rome  made  dans  of  the  EaU. 

O'er 
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O'er  Dio's  fky  fpread  the  black  fhades  of  death. 

The  mine's  dread  earthquakes  fhakc  the  ground  beneath* 

No  hope,  bold  ^  Mafcarene,  mayft  thou  refpire, 

A  glorious  fall  alone,  thy  juft  defire. 

When  lo,  his  gallant  fon  brave  Caftro  fends  — * 

Ah  heaven,  what  fate  the  haplefs  youth  attends  I 

In  vain  the  terrors  of  his  faulchion  glare ; 

The  cavern'd  mine  burfts,  high  in  pitchy  air 

Rampire  and  fquadron  whirl'd  convulfive,  borne 

To  heaven,  the  hero  dies  in  fragments  torn. 

His  loftieft  bough  though  fall'n,  the  generous  fire 

His  living  hope  devotes  with  Roman  ire* 

On  wings  of  fury  flies  the  brave  Alvar 

Through  oceans  howling  with  the  wintery  war. 

Through  fkies  of  fnow  his  brother's  vengeance  bears } 

And  foon  in  arms  the  valiant  fire  appears : 

Before  him  victory  fprcads  her  eagle-wing 

Wide  fweeping  o'er  Cambaya's  haughty  king. 

In  vain  his  thundering  courfers  fhake  the  ground^ 

Cambaya  bleeding  of  his  might's  laft  wound 

Sinks  pale  in  dufl: :  Fierce  Hydal-Kan  *  in  vain 

Wakes  war  on  war ;  he  bites  his  iron  chain. 

*  Na  bope^  hold  Mafcarene.  ■  The  prince  here  mentioned,  after  many  teiroltt^ 
commander  of  Din,  or  Dio»  daring;  this  was  at  laft  finally  fabdued  by  Don  John  de 
iiege,  one  of  the  moft  memorable  m  the  Caftro,  the  fourth  Viceroy  of  India,  with 
Portuguefe  hiftory.  whofe  reign  our  Poet  judicioofly  ends   the 

*  Fierce  Hydal  AT^aw.— The  title  of  the  prophetic  fong.  Albuquerque  laid  the  plan. 
Lords  or  Princes  of  Decan,  who  in  their  and  Caftro  compleatd  the  fyftem  of  the  Por- 
wars  with  the  Portuguefe  hare  fometimes  tuguefe  empire  in  the  Eaft.  (For  an  account 
brought  4001000  men  into  the  field.    The  ef  luhicb^  Ja  the  preface.)    It  u  with  i>ro- 

pricty 
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O'er  Indus*  banks,  o*cr  Ganges*  fmilipg  vales 
No  moi«c  the  hind  his  plundered  field  bewails : 
O'er  every  fields  O  Peace,  thy  bloflbms  glow. 
The  golden  bloflbms  of  thy  olive  bough ;   . 
Firm  bafed  on  wifeft  laws  great  Caftro  crowns. 
And  the  wide  Eaft  tlie  Lufian  Empire  owns. 

Thefe  warlike  Chiefs,  the  fons  of  thy  renown. 
And  thoufands  more,  O  Yasco^  doom*d  to  crown 
Thy  glorious  toils,  fliall  througli  thefc  feas  unfold 
Their  vidlor-ftandards  bl^cd  with  Indian  gold  ; 
And  in  the  bofom  of  our  flowery  ifle, 
Embathed  in  joy  /hall  o'er  their  labours  fmile. 
Their  nymphs  like  your's,  their  feafl:  divine  the  fame. 
The  raptured  foretafte  of  immortal  fame. 

So  fung  the  Goddefs,  while  the  After  train 
With  joyful  anthem  clofe  the  facred  ftrain  ; 
Though  Fortune  from  her  whirling  fphere  beftow 
Her  gifts  capricious  in  unconftant  flow, 

pricty  therefore  that  the  prophecy  given  to  <wntem^  of  CamoetM  does  him  tmc  honoor* 

Gama  is  here  fummed  up.     Nor  is  the  dif-  In  this  hiftorical  ibng,  as  already  hinted, 

cretion  of  Camoens  in  this  inflance  inferior  the  TVanflator  has  been  attentive,  as  much 

to  his  judgment.     He  is  now  within  a  few  as  he  could,  to  throw  it  into  thefe  univerfal 

^ears  of  hi^  own  times,   when  he  himfelf  languages,  the  pifturefque  and  chara^teriftic. 

was  upon  the  fccne  in  India.     But  whatever  To  convey  the  fublimeft  infbufkion  to  princes, 

he  had  faid  of  his  cotemporaries  would  have  if«  according  to  Ariftotle,  the  peculiar  pro* 

)>een  liable  to  mifconitrudion,  and  every  vince  of  the  Epic  Mofe.      The  (biking 

fentence  would  have  been  branded  with  the  points  of  view,  in  which  the  difierent  cha- 

epithets  of  flattery  or  malice.     A  little  Poet  raders  of  the  Governors  of  India  are  here 

would  have  been  happy  in  fnch  an  oppor-  placed,  are  in  the  moft  happy  conformity  to 

l^uiiity  to  rofeat  hii  wrongs.    But  the  ment  this  ingenious  canon  of  the  Stagery  te. 

Yet 


Book  X.  THE        L  U  S    I   A   D*  441 

Yet  laurerd  honour  and  immortal  fame 
Shall  ever  conftant  grace  the  Lufian  name. 
So  fung  the  joyful  chorus,  while  around 
The  filver  roofs  the  lofty  notes  refound. 
The  fong  prophetic,  and  the  facred  feaft. 
Now  Ihed  the  glow  of  ftrength  through  every  breads 
When  with  the  grace  and  majefty  divine. 
Which  round  immortals  when  enamour'd  fhine. 
To  crown  the  banquet  of  their  deathlefs  fame. 
To  happy  Gama  thus  the  fovcreign  Dame : 
O  loved  of  heaven,  what  never  man  before. 
What  wandering  fcience  never  might  explore. 
By  heaven's  high  will,  with  mortal  eyes  to  fee 
Great  Nature's  face  unveil'd,  is  given  to  Thee. 
Thou  and  thy  warriors  follow  where  I  lead  : 
Firm  be  your  fteps,  for  arduous  to  the  tread 
Through  matted  brakes  of  thorn  and  brier,  beftrew*d 
With  fplinter'd  flint,  winds  the  fteep  flippery  road. 
She  fpake,  and  fmiling  caught  the  hero's  hand. 
And  on  the  mountain's  fummit  foon  they  ftand ; 
A  beauteous  lawn  with  pearl  enameird  o'er. 
Emerald  and  ruby,  as  the  gods  of  yore 
Had  fported  here.     Here  in  the  fragrant  air 
A  wondrous  globe  appear'd,  divinely  fair  ! 
Through  every  part  the  light  tranfparent  flow'd. 
And  in  the  centre  as  the  furface  glow'd. 

The 
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The  frame  ethcrial  various  orbs  compofe. 
In  whirling  *  circles  now  they  fell,  now  rofe  ; 
Yet  never  rofe  nor  fell,  for  ftill  the  fame 
Was  every  movement  of  the  wondrous  frame  ; 
Each  movement  ftill  beginning,  ftill  compleat, 
It*s  Author's  type,  felf-poifed,  perfedlion's  feat. 

"    Great  Vasco  thriird  with  reverential  awe. 
And  rapt  with  keen  defire,  the  wonder  faw. 
The  Goddefs  markt  the  language  of  his  eyes. 
And  here,  fhe  cried,  thy  largeft  wifh  fufiice. 
Great  Nature's  fabric  thou  doft  here  behold, 
Th'  etherial  pure,  and  elemental  mould 
In  pattern  fhewn  complete,  as  Nature's  God 
Ordain'd  the  world's  great  frame,  his  dread  abode ; 
For  every  part  the  power  divine  pervades. 
The  fun's  bright  radiance  and  the  central  fhades ; 
Yet  let  not  haughty  reafon's  bounded  line 
Explore  the  boundlefs  God,  or  where  define, 

*  In  ivhirling  circles  nonv  they  /elly   notv  our  earth  the  centre  of  the  Univcrfe,  is  the 

refe^ — Tet  never  rofe  nor  fell  The  mo-  fyftem  adopted  by  Camoens,  a  happinefs, 

dons  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  in  every  (y£^  in  the  opinion  of  the  Tranilator,   to  the 

tern,  bear,  at  all  times,  the  fame  uniform  Engliih  Lufiad.     The  new  fyflem  is  fo  well 

relation  to  each  other;    thefe  expreflionsy  known,    that  a  poetical  defcription  of  it 

therefore,  are  fhidtly  juft.     The  fird  relates  would  have  been  no  novelty  to  the  Englifh 

to  the  appearance,  the  fecond  to  the  reality.  reader.     The  other  has  not  only  that  ad- 

Thus  while  to  us  the  fun  appears  to  go  vantage  in  its  favour ;  but  this  defcription  is 

down,  to  more  weilern  inhabitants  of  the  perhaps  the  fineil  and  fulleil  that  ever  was 

globe  he  appears  to  rife,  and  while  he  rifes  nven  of  it  in  poetry,   that  of  Lucretius, 

to  us,  he  is  going  down  to  the  more  eailem ;  1.   v.    being    chiefly    argumentative,     and 

the  difference  beine  entirely  relative  to  the  therefore  lefs  pi6turefque. 
various  parts  of  me  earth.     And  in  this  Our  Author  dudied  at  the  univerfity  of 

the  expreHions  of  our  Poet  are  equally  ap-  Coimbra,    where  the  ancient  fyllem  and 

plicable  to  the  Ptolemaic  and  Copemican  other  dodrines  of  the  Ariflotelians    then, 

^rftema.  The  ancient  hypotheEs  which  made  and  long  afterward,  prevailed. 

Where 
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Where  in  Himfclf  in  uncreated  light, 

(While  all  his  worlds  around  feem  wrapt  in  night,) 

He  holds  his  loftieft  *  ftate.     By  primal  laws 

Impofed  on  Nature's  birth,  Himfelf  the  caufe. 

By  her  own  miniftry  through  every  maze 

Nature  in  all  her  walks  unfeen  he  fways. 

Thefe  fpheres  ^  behold ;  the  firft  in  wide  embrace 

Surrounds  the  lefler  orbs  of  various  face  ; 

The  Empyrean  this,  the  holieft  heaven. 

To  the  pure  fpirits  of  the  Bleft  is  given : 

No  mortal  eye  its  fplendid  rays  may  bear. 

No  mortal  bofom  feel  the  raptures  there. 

The  earth  in  all  her  fummer  pride  array'd 

To  this  might  feem  a  drear  fepulchral  (hade. 

Unmoved  it  ftands  :  within  its  fhining  frame. 

In  motion  fwifter  than  the  lightning's  flame, 

Swifter  than  fight  the  moving  parts  may  fpy. 

Another  fphere  whirls  round  its  rapid  iky. 

Hence  Motion  *  darts  its  force,   impulfive  draws, 

And  on  the  other  orbs  imprefles  laws ; 

The  Sun's  bright  car  attentive  to  its  force 

Gives  night  and  day,  and  Ihapes  his  yearly  courfe; 

^  He  hoUs  bis  loftieft  ft  ate.  ^^-^^C?\\tdihy  In  their  accounts   of  this   firft  mentioned, 

^he  old  philcfophcrs  and  fchool  divines  the  but  Eleventh  Sphere,  which  they  called  the 

^enforium  of  the  Deity.  Empyrean    or  heaven    of    the    Bleft,    the 

.     ^  Thefe  Jpheret  behold, According  to  difciples  of  Ariftotle,  and  the  Arab  Moors, 

the    Peripatetics    the  univerfe   con  filled   of  gave  a  loofc  to  all  the  warmth  of  imagina- 

Eleven  Spheres  inrlofed  within  each  other,  tion.     And  fevcral  of  the  Chriftian  Fathers 

ns  Fanfiiavv  has  familiarly  exprcfTed  it  by  a  applied  to  it  the  dcfcriptions  of  heaven  which 

iimilie  which  he  has  lent  our  Author.     Thp  are  found  in  the  Holy  Scripture, 
^rft  of  thefe  fpheres,  he  fays, 

doth  (as  in  anefl  .     ^'""^  ^^['^«  ^^f^'  '^^  fcrcf.—-  Thi$  is 

Of  bQXts)  all  tlic  other  orbs  comprize——  ^"^  Tenth  Sphere,  the  Primum  MohtU  of  the 

L  1  1  ancient 
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Its  force  ftupendous  afks  a  pondroua  iphere 

To  poife  its  fyry  and  its  weight  to  bear  : 

Slow  moves  that  porrdrcms  orb  ;.  the  ftifF,  flow  pace 

One  ftep  fcarce  gains^  while  wide  hi&  aomial:  race 

Two  hundred  times  the  fun  triumphant  rides  ; 

The  Chryftal  Heaven  is  this,  whofe  rigour  guides 

And  binds  the  ftarry  "  fphere  :  That  fpfierc  behold. 

With  diamonds  fpangled,  and  emblazed  with,  gold  ; 

What  radiant  orbs  that  azure  fky  adorn. 

Fair  o'er  the  night  in  rapid  motion  borne ! 

Swift  as  they  trace  the  .heaven's  wide  circling  line, 

Whirl'd  on  their  proper  axles  bright  they  fliine. 


ancient  fyftem.  To  account  for  the  appear- 
ances of  tne  heavens,  the  Peripatetics  afcribed 
double  motion  to  it.  While  its  influence 
drew  the  other  orbs  from  cafl  to  weft,  they 
fuppofed  it  had  a  motion  of  its  own  from 
weft  to  eaft.  To  efFeft  this,  the  ponderous 
weight  and  interpofttion  of  the  Ninth  Sphere, 
or  Chryftalline  Heaven,  was  necefTary.  The 
ancient  Aftronomers  obferved  that  the 
ftars  ftiifted  their  places.  This  they  called 
the  motion  of  the  Chryftalline  Heaven, 
expreiTed  by  our  Poet  at  the  rate  of  one 
pace  during  two  hundred  folar  years.  The 
famous  Arab  aftronomer  Abulhafan,  in  his 
Meadows  of  Gold,  calculates  the  revolution 
of  this  fphere  to  confift  of  49,000  of  our 
years.  But  modem  difcoverics  have  not 
only  corrected  the  calculation*,  but  have 
alfo  afcertained  the  reafon  of  the  apparent 
motion  of  the  fixt  ftars.  The  earth  is  not 
a  perfed  fphere  ;  the  quantity  of  matter  is 
greater  at  the  equator;  hence  the  earth  turns 
on  her  axis  in  a  rocking  motion,  revolving 
round  the  axis  of  the  ecliptic,  which  is 
called  the  proceflion  of  the  equinoxes,  and 
makes  the  ftars  feem  to  ftiift  their  places  at 
about  the  rate  of  a  degree  in  72  years ;  ac- 


cording to  which  all  the  ftars  feem  to  per- 
form one  revolution  in  the  fpace  of  25,^20 
years,  after  which  they  return  cxaftly  to 
the  fame  fituation  as  at  the  l>cginning  of 
this  period.  However  impcrfcft  in  •  their 
calculations,  the  Chaldaic  aftronomers  per- 
ceived that  the  motions  of  the  heavens  com*- 
pofed  one  great  revolution.  This  they 
called  the  Anffus  Magnus,  which  thofe  who 
did  not  underftand  them  miftook  for  a  re- 
ftoratioQ  of  all  things  to  their  firft  originals, 
and  that  the  world  was  at  that  penod  to 
begin  anew  in  every  refpcd.  H«nce  the  old 
Egyptian  notion,  that  every  one  was  at  the 
ena  of  thirty-nine  thoufand  years  to  refume 
every  circumftance  of  his  prefent  life,  to  be 
exadtly  the  fame  in  every  contingency.  And 
hence  alfo  the  Legends  of  the  Bramins  and 
Mandarins,  their  periods  of  fifty  thoof^d 
years,  and  the  worlds  which  they  tell  us  are  al- 
ready paft  and  eternally  to  fucceed  each  other. 

"'  Jfid  binds   the  ftarry  fphere. This 

was  called  the  Firmament  or  Eighth  Heaven. 
Saturn,  Jupiter,  Mars,  Apollo,  Venus, 
Mercury,  and  Diana,  were  the  planets 
which  gave  name  to,  and  whofe  orbits  com- 
pofed  the  other  fpheres  or  heavens. 


•  However  deficient  the  aftronoiny  of  Abolhafao  may  be,  it  it  mthing  to  the  calcuhtion  of  hit  Prophet 
Mohammed,  who  tella  hit  difciplet^  that  ^  ftari  were  each  about  the  bigadt  of  in  hoofei  tad  bong  from  thm 
§Lj  oa  chaiof  of  gpld» 

Wide 
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Wide  o'er  this  heaven  a  golden  belt  difplays 
Twelve  various  forms  ;  behold  the  glittering  blaze  ! 
Through  thefe  the  fun  in  annual  journey  towers. 
And  o'er  each  clime  their  various  tempers  pours  j 
In  gold  and  filver  of  celeftial  mine 
How  rich  far  round  the  conftellations  fliine ! 
Lo,  bright  emerging  o'er  the  polar  tides 
In  fhining  froft  the  northern  *  chariot  rides ; 
Mid  treafured  fnows  here  gleams  the  grifly  bear. 
And  icy  flakes  incruft  his  fliaggy  hair. 
Here  fair  Andromeda  of  heaven  beloved. 
Her  vengeful  fire,  and  by  the  gods  reproved 
Beauteous  Cafliope.     Here  fierce  and  red 
Portending  ftorms  Orion  lifts  his  head ; 
And  here  the  dogs  their  raging  fury  (bed. 
The  fwan,  fweet  melodift,  in  death  he  fings. 
The  milder  fwan  here  fpreads  his  filver  wings, 

*   In  Jhintng  froft  the  northern  Chariot  Erigone,  however,  that  died  mad  with  grief 

rides, Commonly  called  Charlefwain.  for  the  death  of  his  miilrefs»  has  the  bcft 

Of  Caliilo,  or  the  Bear,  fee  the  note  on  title  to  prefide  over  the  dog-days.     The 

page  195.     Andromeda  was  the  daughter  Swan;  that  whofe  form  Jupiter  borrowed  tO 

of  Cephcus,    king   of  Ethiopia,    and   of  enjoy  Leda.     The  Hare,  when  purfued  by 

Cafliope.     Cafliope  boafled  that  (he  and  her  Orion,  was  faved  by  Mercury,  and  placed 

daughter,  were   more  beautiful    than   Juno  in  heaven,  to  fignify  that  Meifcury  prefides 

and  the  Nereids.     Andromeda,  to  appeafe  over  melancholy  difpoiitions.     The  Lyre, 

the  goddcfs,  was,  at  her  father's  command,  with  which  Orpheus  charmed  Pluto.     The 

chained  to  a  rock  to  be  devoured  by  a  fea-  Dragon  which  guarded  the  golden  apples  of 

monfter,  but  was  faved    by  Perieus,    who  the  Hefperidcs,  and  the  (hip  Argo,   com- 

obtaincd  of  Jupiter  that   all    the    family  pleat  the  number  of  the  conftellations  men- 
(hould  bs  placed  among  the  ftars.     Orion  ^     tioncd  by  Camoens.      If  our  Author  has 

was   a  hunter,    who,    for   an   attempt   on  blended   the   appearances  of  heaven   with 

Diana,   was  ftung  to  d«ath*by  a  ferpent,  thofe  of  the  painted  artificial  fphere,  it  is 

The  ftar  of  his  name  portends  tempefts.  in  the  manner  of  the  claflTics.     Ovid,   in 

The  Dogs ;  Fable  gives  this  honour  to  thofe  particular,  thus  defcribcs  the  heavens,  in  the 

of  different  hunters.    The  faithful  dog  of  fecond  book  of  his  Metamorphofes. 

L  1  1  2  Here 
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Here  Orpheus'  lyre,  the  melancholy  hare. 

And  here  the  watchful  dragon's  eye-balls  glare  s 

And  Thefeus'  (hip.  Oh,  lefs  renown'd  than  thine. 

Shall  ever  o'er  thefe  ikies  illuftrious  (hine. 

Beneath  this  radiant  firmament  behold 

The  various  Planets  in  their  orbits  roll'd  : 

Here  in  cold  twilight  hoary  Saturn  rides. 

Here  Jove  (hines  mild,  here  fiery  Mars  prefides, 

Apollo  here  enthroned  in  light  appears 

The  eye  of  heaven,  emblazer  of  the  fpheres ; 

Beneath  him  beauteous  glows  the  Queen  of  Love, 

The  proudeft  hearts  her  facred  influence  prove ; 

Here  Hermes  famed  for  eloquence  divine. 

And  here  Diana's  various  faces  fhine ; 

Lowed  fhe  rides,  and  through  the  fliadowy  night 

Pours  on  the  gliftening  earth  her  filver  light. 

Thefe  various  orbs,  behold,  in  various  fpeed 

l^urfue  the  journeys  at  their  birth  decreed. 

Now  from  the  centre  far  impell'd  they  fly. 

Now  nearer  earth  they  fail  a  lower  Iky, 

A  fhorten'd  courfe  :  Such  are  their  laws  imprefl 

By  God's  dread  Will,  that  Will  "  forever  beft. 
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"*  Such  are  their  laws  impreft  by  GoiPs 

dread  nvill Though  a  modern  narrative 

of  bawdy-houfe  adventures  by  no  means 
Inquires  the  fuppofition  of  a  particular  Pro- 
vidence, that  fuppofition,  however,  is  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  the  grandeur  of  an 
Epic  Poem.  The  great  examples  of  Homer 
and  Virgil  prove  it ;  and  Camoens  under- 
ifiood  and  felt  iti  force»    Whik  his  fleet 


combat  all  the  horrors  of  unplowed  oceans, 
we  do  not  view  his  heroes  as  idle  wanderers ; 
the  care  of  heaven  gives  their  voyage  the 
greateil  importance.  When  Gama  falls  on 
his  knees  and  fpreads  his  hands  to  heaven  on 
the  difcovery  of  India,  we  are  prefented 
with  a  figure  infinitely  more  nobk  than  that 
of  the  moil  fuccefsful  Conqueror,  who  it 
fuppofed  to  a6t  under  the  influence  of  fa- 

talifa 
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The  yellow  earth,  the  centre  of  the  whole. 
There  lordly  refts  fuftain'd  on  either  pole. 


talifm  or  chance.  The  human  mind  is  con- 
fcious  of  its  own  wcaknefs.  It  cxpefts  an 
eleva^on  in  poetry,  and  demands  a  degrefe 
of  importance  fuperior  to  the  caprices  of 
unmeaning  accident.  The  poetical  reader 
cannot  admire  the  hero  who  is  fubjedl  to 
fuch  blind  fortuity.  He  appears  to  us  with 
an  abjedt  uninterefling  littlenefs.  Our  po- 
etical ideas  of  permanent  greatnefs  demand 
a  Gama,  a  hero  whofe  enterprifes  and  whofe 
perfon  intereft  the  care  of  heaven  and  the 
happinefs  of  his  people.  Nor  mull  this 
fuppofition  be  confined  merely  to  the  ma- 
chinery. The  reafon  why  it  pleafes  alfo 
requires  that  the  fuppofition  fhould  be  uni- 
form throughout  the  whole  poem.  Virgil, 
by  difmiffing  Eneas  through  the  ivory  gate 
of  £lyfium,  has  hinted  that  all  his  pictures 
of  a  future  flate  were  merely  dreams,  and 
has  thus  deftroyed  the  higheft  merit  of  the 
compliment  to  his  patroa  Auguftus.  But 
Camoens  has  certainly  been  more  happy. 
A  fair  opportunity  offered  itfelf  to  indulge 
the  opinions  of  Lucretius  and  the  Academic 
Grove ;  but  Camoens,  in  afcribing  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Univerfe  to  the  Will  of 
God,  has  not  only  preferved  the  philofophy 
of  his  poem  perfectly  uniform,  but  has  alio 
ihewn  that  the  Peripatetic  fyftcm  is,  in 
this  inflance,  exadlly  conformable  to  the 
Newtonian.  But  this  leads  us  from  one  de- 
fence of  our  Author  to  another.  We  have 
feen  that  the  fuppofition  of  a  Providence  is 
certainly  allowable  in  a  Poet :  nor  can  we 
think  it  is  highly  to  be  blamed  even  in  a 
philofopher.  The  Principia  of  Newton 
offer,  what  fome  perhaps  may  efteem,  a 
demonflration  of  the  truth  of  this  opinion. 
Matter  appeared  to  Sir  Ifaac  as  poffcffed  of 
no  property  but  one,  the  <vis  inert ia^  ox 
dead  inactivity.  Motion,  the  centripetal  and 
centrifugal  force,  appeared  therefore  to  that 
great  man,  as  added  by  the  agency  of  fomc- 
thing  diflinft  from  matter,  by  a  Being  of 
other  properties.  And  from  the  infinite  com- 
binations of  the  univerfe  united  in  one  great 
defign,  he  inferred  the  omnipotence  and 
omnifcience  of  that  primary  Being. 

If  we  admit,  and  who  can  poflibly  deny  it, 
that  man  has  an  idea  of  right  and  wrong, 
and  a  power  of  agency  in  both,  he  is  then 
%  morftly  or  in  other  words,  a  reafonable 


agent ;  a  Bdng  placed  in  circamftanc^» 
where  his  agency  is  infallibly  attended  with 
degrees  of  happinefs  or  mifery  infinitely  mor» 
real  and  durable  than  any  animal  fenfation. 
Now  to  fuppofe  that  the  Being  who  hai 
provided  for  every  want  of  animal  nature, 
who  has  placed  even  the  meanell  infed  ia 
its  proper  line,  and  has  rendered  every  pur- 
pofe  of  its  agency  or  exiftence  complete,  to 
fuppofe  that  he  has  placed  the  infinitely 
fuperior  intelle^ual  nature  of  man  in  aa 
agency  of  infinitely  greater  confequence, 
but  an  agency  of  which  he  takes  no  fuper- 

in  tendance tb  fuppofe  this,  is  only  to 

fuppofe  that  the  Author  of  Nature  is  a  very 
imperfeft  Being.  For  no  propofition  can 
be  more  felf-evident,  than  that  an  attention 
to  the  merefl  comparative  trifles,  attended 
with  a  negle^  of  infinitely  greater  concerns* 
implies  an  intelledlual  imperfedion.  Yet 
fome  philofophers,  who  tell  us  there  never 
was  an  Athieil,  fome  who  are  not  only  in 
raptures  with  the  great  machinery  of  the 
univerfe,  but  are  lod  in  admiration  at  the 
admirable  adaption  of  an  oyfler-fkell  to  the 
wants  of  the  animal ;  fome  of  thefe  phi- 
lofophers, with  the  utmofl  contempt  of  the 
contrary  opinion,  make  no  fcruple  to  ex- 
clude the  care  of  the  Deity  from  any  con- 
cern in  the  moral  world.  Dazzled,  perhaps, 
by  the  mathematics,  the  cafe  of  many  a 
feeble  intelledl ;  or  bewildered  and  benight- 
ed in  metaphyfics,  the  cafe  of  many  an 
ingenious  philofopher  ;  they  eredt  a  ilandard 
of  truth  in  their  own  minds,  and  utterly 
forgetting  that  this  flandard-mufl  be  founded 
on  partial  views,  with  the  utmofl  affurance 
they  rejedt  whatever  does  not  agree  with  the 
infallibility  of  their  beloved  teft.  There  is 
another  cafl  of  philofophers  no  lefs  in- 
genious^ whofe  mmds,  abforbed  in  the  in- 
numerable wonders  of  natural  enquiry,  can 
perceive  nothing  but  a  God  of  cockle- fhells, 
and  of  grubs  turned  into  butterflies.  With 
all  the  arrogance  of  fuperior  knowledge 
thefe  virtuofi  fmile  at  the  opinion  which 
intereAs  the  Deity  in  the  moral  happinefs  or 
mifery  of  man.  Nay,  they  will  gravely 
tell  you,  that  fudi  mifery  or  happinefs  doct 
not  exiil.  At  eafe  themfelves  in  their  elbow 
chairs,  they  cannot  conceive  there  is  fuch  a 
thing  in  the  world  as  oppreffed  innocence 

feclinj;^ 


> 
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The  limpid  air  enfolds  in  foft  embrace 

The  ponderous  orb,  and  brightens  o*er  her  face. 

Here  foftly  floating  o'er  th*  aerial  blue. 

Fringed  with  the  purple  and  the  golden  hue. 

The  fleecy  clouds  their  fwelling  fides  difplay  ; 

From  whence  fermented  by  the  fulphrous  ray 

The  lightnings  blaze,  and  heat  fpreads  wide  and  rarei 

And  now  in  fierce  embrace  with  frozen  air. 

Their  wombs  compreft  foon  feel  parturient  throws. 

And  white  wing*d  gales  bear  wide  the  teeming  fnows. 


feeling  its  only  confolation  in  an  appeal  to 
heaven,  and  its  only  hope,  a  trull  in  its 
care.  Though  the  Author  of  Nature  has 
placed  man  in  a  ilate  of  moral  agency,  and 
made  his  happinefs  and  mifery  to  depend 
upon  it,  and  though  every  page  of  human 
hiftory  is  flained  with  the  tears  of  injured 
innocence  and  the  triumphs  of  guilt,  with 
miferics  which  mufl  aiFc6t  a  moral  or  think- 
ing being,  yet  we  have  been  told,  that  God 
perceiveth  it  not,  and  that  what  mortals 
call  moral  evil  vanifhes  from  before  his 
more  perfeft  fight.  Thus  the  appeal  of  in- 
jured innocence,  and  the  tear  of  bleeding 
virtue  fall  unregarded,  unworthy  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  Deity  f.  Yet  with  what  rap- 
tures do  thefe  enlarged  virtuofi  behold  the 
infinite  wifdom  and  care  of  their  Beelzebub, 
their  god  of  fiies^  in  the  admirable  and 
various  provifion  he  has  made  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  eggs  of  vermin,  and  the 
generation  of  maggots.* 

Much  more  might  be  faid  in  proof  that 


our  Poet's  philofophy  does  not  altogether 
deferve  ridicule.  And  thofe  who  allow  a 
general,  but  deny  a  particular  Providence, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  excufe  Camoens,  on  the 
confideration,  that  if  we  efUmatc  a  general 
moral  providence  by  analogy  of  that  pro- 
vidence which  prefides  over  vegetable  and 
animal  nature,  a  more  particular  one  cannot 
poflibly  be  wanted.  If  a  particular  provi- 
dence, however,  is  ftiU  denied,  another 
^confideration  obtrudes  itfelf ;  if  one  pang 
of  a  moral  agent  is  unregarded,  one  tear  of 
injured  innocence  left  to  fall  unpitied  by  the 
Deity,  if  Ludit  in  humanis  Di'vina  potentia 
rebusy  the  confequence  is,  that  the  human 
conception  can  form  an  idea  of  a  much 
better  God :  And  it  may  modcftly  be  prc- 
fumed  we  may  hazard  the  laugh  of  the 
wifefl  philofopher,  and  without  fcruple  . 
affert,  that  it  is  impoilible  that  a  created  mind 
fhould  conceive  an  idea  of  perfedion,  fu- 
perior  to  that  which  is  pofTefTed  by  the  Cre- 
ator and  Author  of  exigence. 


-|-  Pet  haps,  like  Lucretius,  fome  philofophers  think  this 'would  be  too  much  trouble  to  the  Deity* 
But  the  idea  of  trouble  to  the  Divine  Nature,  it  much  the  fame  as  another  argument  of  the  fame  philofo- 
pher, who  hAvins;  alTrrted,  tliat  betore  the  creation  the  gods  cou)d  not  know  what  feed  would  produce^ 
from  thence  wifely  concludes,  that  the  world  was  made  by  chance. 

*  Ray,  in  his  wifdom  of  God  in  the  creation,  (though  he  did  not  deny  the  moral  providence)  hat 
carried  tlis  extravagance  to  the  highert  pitch.  "  To  give  life,  fays  he,  is  the  intention  of  the  creation  j  and 
how  wonderful  does  the  goodnefs  of  God  appear  in  this,  that  the  death  and  putrefaction  of  one  ani- 
Dial  is  t')e  life  of  thoufands.'*  So  the  mi/ery  of  a  family  on  the  death  of  a  parent  is  nothing,  for  ten 
rli.  ufand  magc;ot8  are  made  happy  by  it^-  — Oh,  PhUofophyi  when  wilt  thou  forget  the  dreams  of  ^hy 
flum.ber«  in  Bedlam  1 

Thus  ^ 
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Thus  cold  and  bcit  their  warring  empires  hold> 
Averfe  yet  mingling^  each  by  each  controurd. 
The  higheft  air  and  ocean's  bed  they  pierce^ 
And  earth's  dark  centre  feels  tlieir  ftruggles  fierce. 

The  feat  of  Man,  the  Earth's  fair  brcaft,  beholdj 
Here  wood-crown'd  iflands  wave  their  locks  of  goldy    ^ 
Here  fpread  wide  continents  their  boibms  green. 
And  hoary  ocean  heaves  his  breafl  between. 
Yet  not  th'  inconftant  ocean's  furious  tide 
May  fix  the  dreadful  bounds  of  human  pride. 
What  madning  feas  between  thefe  nations  roar ! 
Yet  Lufus'  race  fhall  vifit  every  fhore. 
What  thoufand  tribes  whom  various  cuftoms  fway^ 
And  various  rites,  thefe  countlefs  fhores  difplay.l 
Queen  of  the  world  fupreme  in  fhining  arms, 
Her's  every  art,  and  her's  all  wifdom's  charms. 
Each  nation's  tribute  round  her  foot-ftool  fpread. 
Here  Chriftian  Europe  °  lifts  the  regal  head% 
Afric  •  behold,  alas,  what  alter'd  view ! 
Her  lands  uncultured,  and  her  fons  untrue ; 
Ungraced  with  all  that  Tweetens  human  life. 
Savage  and  fierce  they  roam  in  brutal  ftrife  5 

•  Hert  Chriftian  Europe,         Fes  Europa  piAurcfquc  description  of  Africa  is  fincif 

Cbriftan, As  Europe  is  already  defcribcd  contrafled  with  the  charadler'of  Europe. 

in  the  Third  Lufiad,  this  (hort  account  of  It  contains  alfo  a  mafterly  compliment  to 

it  has  as  great  propriety,  as  the  manner  of  the  expedition  of  Gama,  which  is  all  along 

it  contains  dignity.  reprefented  as  the  harbinger  and  di^ufer  of 

^  Afric  ifM^.^^Thh  joft  and  ftrongly  ^  bleflings  of  civilizAtioA* 

Eager 
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Eager  they  graip  the  gifts  which  culture  yields. 

Yet  naked  roam  their  own  negledted  fields. 

Lo,  here  enriched  with  hills  of  golden  ore, 

Monomotapa*6  empire  hems  the  ihore. 

Where  round  the  Cape,  great  Afric*s  dreadful  boimd 

Array'd  in  ftorms,  by  You  firft  compafs'd  round ; 

Unnumbered  tribes  as  beftial  grazers  ftray. 

By  laws  unform'd,  unform*d  by  reafon's  fway : 

Far  inward  ftretch  the  mournful  fteril  dales. 

Where  on  the  parch'd  hill  fide  pale  Famine  wails. 

On  gold  in  vain  the  naked  favage  treads ; 

Low  clay  built  huts,  behold,  and  reedy  iheds. 

Their  dreary  towns.     Gonfalo's  '  zeal  fhall  glow 

To  thefe  dark  minds  the  path  of  light  to  (hew : 

His  toils  to  humanize  the  barbarous  mind 

Shall  with  the  martyr's  palms  his  holy  temples  bind. 

Great  Naya  *^  too  fhall  glorious  here  difplay 

His  God's  dread  might :  Behold,  in  black  array. 

Numerous  and  thick  as  when  in  evil  hour. 

The  feathered  race  whole  harveft  fields  devour. 

So  thick,  fo  numerous  round  Sofala's  towers 

Her  barbarous  hords  remoteft  Afric  pours, 

P  Gon/a!o*s  zeal  Jhall  ^/tm;.— Gonfalo  the  kingdom  of  SofiUa,  which  is  fubjeft  to 

de  Sylveyra,  a  Portugucfe  Jcfuit,  in   1555  Monomotapa.      Six   thoufand   Moors   and 

ijuled  from  Lifbon  on  a  mifTion  to  Mono-  Cafrcs  laid  feigc  to  this  garrifon,  which  he 

fn6tapa.     His  labours  were  at  firll  fuccefs*  defended  with  only  thirty-five  men.     After 

fpl ;  but  ere  he  effedled  any  regular  efta-  having  feveral  times  fufFered  by  unexpe^led 

t>Iiihment  he  was  murdered  by  the  Barbarians.  fallies,  the  Barbarians  fied,   exclaiming  to 

Caftera  abridged.  their  king  that  hc  had  led  them  to  fight 

q  Great  Naya  too. "  Don  Pedro  dc  iigainft  God,"  Cajltra  abridged.  ' 


^aya  • «  .  •  .    In  1505  he  eredlcd  a  fort  m 


iiK 
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In  vain ;  Heaven's  vengeance  on  their  fouls  impreft. 
They  fly,  wide  fcatter'd  as  the  driving  tnift. 
Lo,  Quama  there,  and  there  the  fertile  Nile, 
Curft  with  that  gorging  fiend  the  chrocodile. 
Wind  their  long  way  :  The  parent  lake  behold. 
Great  Nilus*  fount,  unfeen,  unknown  of  old. 
From  whence  difFufing  plenty  as  he  glides. 
Wide  Abyffinia's  realm  the  ftream  divides. 
In  Abyflinia  '  heaven's  own  altars  blaze. 
And  hallowed  anthems  chant  Meffiah's  praife. 
In  Nile's  wide  bread  the  ifle  of  Meroe  fee  ! 
Near  thefe  rude  fhores  an  Hero  fprung  from  thee. 
Thy  fon,  '  brave  Gam  a,  ftiall  his  lineage  fliew 
In  glorious  triumphs  o'er  the  Turkifh  foe. 
There  by  the  rapid  Ob,  her  friendly  breaft 
Melinda  fpreads,  thy  place  of  grateful  reft. 

'  In  AhyJJinia  heaven^ s  vwn  altars  hiaxe.  of  Sheba,    and  encreafed   with   all  thofe 

— Chriftianity  was  planted  here  in  the  writings,  of  which  we  have  either  pofTeillon 

firft  century,   but  mixed  with  many  Jcwiih  or  only  the  names.     The  works  of  Noah, 

rites  unufed  by  other  Chriftians  of  the  Eaft.  and  the  ledlures  on  the  mathematics  whicn 

This  appears  to  give  fome  countenance  to  Abraham  read  in  the  plains  of  Mamre,  are 

the   pretenfions   of  their   Emperors,    who  here.     And  fo  many  are  the  volumes,  that 

clain   their  defcent  from  Solomon  and  the  200  monks  are  employed  as  librarians.    It 

.queen  of  Sheba,  and  at  leaft  reminds  us  of  is  necdlefs  to  add,  that  Father  Urreta  is  al 

A6b  8.  27.    where  we  are  told,    that  the  fecond  Sir  John  Mandevylle. 

Treafurer  of  the  queen  of  Ethiopia  came  to  *  Thy  jon^  bra<vt  Gatna, When  Don 

worfhip  at  Jerufalcm.     Innumerable  monaf-  Stephen  de  Gama  was  governor  of  India, 

teries,  we  arc  told,  are  in  this  country.    But  the  Chriftian  Emperor  and  Emprefs-mother 

the  clergy  are  very  ignorant,  and  the  laity  of  Ethiopia,  foHcited  the  afliftance  of  the 

grofs  barbarians.     Much  has   been  faid  of  Portuguefe  againft  the  ufurpations  of  the 

the  hill  Amara,  Pagan  king  of  Zeyla.     Don  Stephen  fent 

^ ,    _    , .        .   .   .-            ,  ^is  brother  Don  Chriftoval  with  500  men. 

Where  Abymn  kmas  their  iffue  guard ^j^^  prodigies  of  their  valour  ailonifhed  the 

'T.n.  P  !^J^'!!"%^?r?  rt  •  Fti,:nn  i;n.  Ethiopians!     But  after  having   twice   de- 

1  rue  raraduc,  iin»'cr  the  htniop  line  /•        1     1      rr.  «       1    ^^    t- 

liy  Nilus  head,  inclofcd  with  ftiinincr  rock,  ^^^^^^  ^^f  T^/^"^'  ^^  reduced  his  great 

A  whole  day's  journey  high. Milton.         a^»ny  to  the  lalt  extremity,  Don  Chriitoval, 

urged  too  far   by  the   impctuofity  of   his 

and  where,  according  to  Urreta,  a  Spanifh        youthful  valour,  was  taken  prifoner.     He 

^cfuit,  is  the  library  founded  by  the  que^n        was  brought  before  the  Ufurpcr,  and  put  to 

M  m  m  deach 
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Cape  Aromata  there  the  gulph  defends^ 
Where  by  the  Red  Sea  wave  great  Afric  ends« 
Uluftrious  Suez>  feat  of  heroes,  old^ 
Famed  Hierapolis,  high-tower  d,  behold. 
Here  Egypt's  fhelter'd  fleets  at  anchor  ride. 
And  hence  in  fquadrpns  fweep  the  eaftern  tide* 
And  lo,  the  waves  that  aw'd  by  Mofes'  rod^ 
While  the  dry  bottom  Ifrad's  armies  trod. 
On  either  hand  roU'd  back  their  frothy  might. 
And  flood  like  hoary  rocks  in  cloudy  height. 
Here  Afia,  rich  in  every  precious  mine. 
In  realms  immenfcf,  begins  her  weftern  line. 
Sinai  behold,  whofe  trembling  cliflFs  of  yore 
In  fire  and  darknefs,  deep  pavilion'd,  bore 
The  Hebrews*  God,  while  day  with  awful  brow 
Gleam'd  pale  on  Ifrael's  wandering  tents  below. 
The  pilgrim  now  the  lonel}''  hill  afcends. 
And  when  the  evening  raven  homeward  bends. 
Before  the  Virgin-Martyr's  *  tomb  he  pays 
His  mournful  vefpers  and  his  vows  of  praife. 


death  in  the  moft  cruel  manner.  Waxed 
threads  were  twided  with  his  beard  and  after- 
wards fet  on  fire.  He  was  then  dipped  in 
boi'ing  wax,  and  at  lad  beheaded  by  the 
hand  of  the  Tyrant.  The  Portuguefe  efteem 
him  a  martyr,  and  fay  that  his  torments  and 
death  were  infli6led  becaufe  he  would  not 
renounce  the  Faith.     Sec  Fnria  y  Sou/a, 

'  Before  tht  Virgin-Martyr* s  tomh. Hc 

muft  be  a  dull  Reader  indeed  who  cannot 
perceive  and  rclifh  the  amazing  variety  which 
prevails  in  our  poet.  In  every  page  it  ap- 
pears,   in  the  hiftorical  narrative  of  wars. 


where  it  is  moft  neceflary*  vet  frcMii  the 
famenefs  of  the  fubjedt,  moft  difHcah  to 
attain,  our  author  always  attains  it  with 
the  moll  graceful  eafe.  In  the  defcriptioa 
of  countries  he  not  only  follows  the  manner 
of  Homer  and  Virgil,  not  only  diflinguiihes 
each  region  by  its  moft  ftriking  charac* 
teriftic,  out  he  alfo  diverfifics  his  geography 
with  other  incidents  introduced  by  the 
mention  of  the  place.  St.  Catherine,  Vir- 
gin and  Martyr,  according  to  Romifh  hif« 
tones,  was  buried  on  Sinai,  and  a  chapel 
ercdted  over  her  grave* 

Gidda 
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Gidda  behold^  and  Aden's  parch'd  domain 

Girt  by  Arzira's*  rock,  where  never  rain 

Yet  fell  from  heaven  j  v^rherc  never  from  the  dale 

The  chryftal  rivulet  murmured  to  the  vale. 

The  three  Arabias  here  their  breafts  unfold^ 

Here  breathing  incenfe,  here- a  rocky  wold^ 

O'er  Dofar's  plain  the  richeft  incenfe  breathes. 

That  round  the  facred  flirine  its  vapour  wreathes  1 

Here  the  proud  war-fteed  glories  in  his  force. 

As  fleeter  than  the  gale  he  holds  the  courfe. 

Here,  with  his  fpoufe  and  houihold  lodged  in  wains. 

The  Arab's  camp  fliifts  wandering  o'er  the  plains. 

The  merchant's  dread,  what  time  from  eaftern  foil 

His  burthen'd  camels  fcek  the  land  of  Nile.  ' 

Here  Rofalgatc  and  Farthac  ftretch  their  arms. 

And  point  to  Ormuz,  famed  for  war's  alarms ; 

Ormuz,  decreed  full  oft  to  quake  with  dread 

Beneath  the  Lufian  heroes*  hoftile  tread. 

Shall  fee  the  Turkifli  moons  with  flaughter  gor'd 

Shrink  from  the  lightning  of  De  Branco's  "^  fword. 

There  on  the  gulph  that  laves  the  Perfian  ftiore. 

Far  through  the  furges  bends  Cape  Afabore. 

There  Barem's  *  ifle ;  her  rocks  with  diamonds  blaze. 

And  emulate  Aurora's  glittering  rays. 

w Df  Branco^s  ^awr*/.— Don  Pedro  «   Here  Barem*s  ifle The  ifland  of 

de  Caftel-Branco.  He  obtained  a  ^reat  Barem  is  iituated  in  the  Perfian  gulph*  near 
viftory,  near  Ormuz,  over  the  combined  the  influx  of  the  Euphrates  and  i  ygrb.  It 
fleets  of  the  Moors,  Turks,  and  Perfians.  is  celebrated  for  the  plenty,  variety  and 

finenefs  of  its  diamondL 
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From  Barem's  (hore  Euphrates*  flood  is  fcen. 

And  Tygris'  waters,  through  the  waves  of  green 

In  yellowy  currents  many  a  league  extend^ 

As  with  the  darker  waves  averfe  they  blend. 

Lo,  Perfia  there  her  empire  widip  unfolds  ! 

In  tented  camp  his  ftate  the  monarch  holds  : 

Her  warrior  fons  difdain  the  arms  of  ^  fire. 

And  with  the  pointed  fteel  to  fame  afpire ; 

Their  fpringy  (houlders  ftretching  to  the  blow. 

Their  fweepy  fiibres  hew  the  ftirieking  foe. 

There  Gerqm's  ifle  the  hoary  ruin  *  wears 

Where  Time  has  trod  :  there  (hall  the  dreadful  fpears 

Of  Soufa  and  Menezes  ftrew  the  (hore 

With  Perfian  fabres,  and  embathe  with  gore. 

Carpella's  cape,  and  fad  Carmania's  ftrand. 

There  parch'd  and  bare  their  dreary  wafles  expand. 

A  fairer  landfcape  here  delights  the  view ; 

From  thcfe  green  hills  beneath  the  clouds  of  blue. 

The  Indus  and  the  Ganges  roll  the  wave. 

And  many  a  fmiling  field  propitious  lave. 

y  Her  warrior /ons  difdain  the  arms  of  tage  afibrded  by  Invulnerable  hidesy   and 

Jire, This  was  the  character  of  the  Per*  inchanted  armour. 

/ians  when  Gama  arrived  in  the  Eaft.     Yet  *  Tbert  Gerum^s  ifle  the  hoary  ruin  wear/p 

though  they  thought  it  diihonourable  to  ufe  When  Time  has  /roi/.— ^-Prefaming  on  the 

the  mofket,  they  efteemed  it  no  difgrace  to  ruins  which  are  found  on  this  ifland,  the 

ruih  from  a  thicket  on  an  unarmed  foe.  natives  pretend  that  the  Armuzia  of  Pliny 

This  reminds  ope  of  the  fpirit  of  the  old  and  Strabo  was  here  fituated.     But  this  is  a 

romance.     Orlando  having  taken  the  firft  miflake,  for  that  dty  flood  on  thb  conti* 

invented  cannon  from  the  king  of  Friza,  nent.    The  Moors,  however,  have  built  a 

throws  it  into  the  fea  with  the  moft  heroic  city  in  this  ifle^  which  they  call  by.  di* 

execrations.     Yet  the  heroes  pf  chivalry  |Uicien{  name, 
^k  it  no  difj^acc  u>  take  ^try  advan- 

Luxurious 
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Luxurious  here  Ulcinda's  harvcfts  fmile^ 
And  here,  difdainful  of  the  feaman's  toil^ 
The  whirling  tides  of  Jaquet  furious  roar; 
Alike  their  rage  when  fwelling  to  the  fhore^ 
Or  tumbling  backward  to  the  deep,  they  force 
The  boiling  fury  of  their  gulphy  courfe : 
Againft  their  headlong  rage  nor  oars  nor  fails. 
The  ftemming  prow  alone>  hard  toiled,  prevails. 
Cambaya  here  begins  her  wide  domain ; 
A  thoufand  cities  here  ftiall  own  the  reign 
Of  ,Liflboa's  monarchs  :  He  who  firft  (hall  crown 
Thy  ^  labours.  Gam  a,  here  (hall  boaft  his  own* 
The  lengthening  fea  that  wafhes  India's  (band 
And  laves  the  cape  that  points  to  Ceylon's  land, 
(The  Taprobanian  ifle,  renown'd  of  yore) 
Shall  fee  his  enfigns  blaze  from  (hore  to  (hore. 
Behold  how  many  a  fealm  array'd  in  green 
The  Ganges'  fliore  and  Indus'  bank  between ! 
Here  tribes  unnumber'd  and  of  various  lore 
With  woeful  penance  fiend-like  (hapes  adore; 
Some  Macon's  *  orgies,  all  confefs  the  fway 
Of  rites  that  (hun,  like  trembling  ghofts,  the  day. 
Narfinga's  fair  domain  behold ;  of  yore  * 

Here  (hone  the  gilded  towers  of  Meliapore. 

^  Hi  who  firft  fl»all  ertvm  thy  labmrtf  «  Some  Macon* s  orgies.-^YAzcOKk^  a  name 

Gtf«tf.-~— Pedro  de  Cabndj  pf  whom  fee       of  Mecca,  the  birth  place  of  Mohammed« 
l^e  preface* 

Hcro^ 
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Here  India's  angels  weeping  6'er  ^  the  tomb 
Where  Thomas  fleeps,  implore  the  day  to  come. 


*  — — —  fhe  tomb  nubert  nomas  Jletfu 
——There  are,  to  talk  in  the'Iii^an  it^ltt.'^- 
«  caft  of  gentleman^  whofe  hearte  are  all 
impartiality  and  candour  to  evory  religion, 
except  one»  the  moil  moral  x>ne  <which  ever 
the  world  heard.  A  tale  of  a  Bramin  or  a 
prieft  of  Jupiter  would  <to  them  appear 
worthy  of  poetry.  But  xo  introduce  ^. 
Apoftle ——Common  fenfe,  however,  will 
prevail;  and  the  eplib^  of  St.  'fhomai. 
mil  appear  to  the  true  Critic  equal  in  dig- 
nity and  proprie^.    In  propriety,  for 

To  renew  and  oonipieat  the  labours  of 
the  ApofUe,  the  meflenger  of  heaven,  is 
the  great  defign  of  the  hero  of  die  poem, 
and  of  the  future  miflions  in  confequence  of 
the  difcoveries  which  are  the  fubjedt  of  it. 

The  Chriftians  of  St.  Thomas,  found  in 
Malabar  on  the  arrival  of  Gama,  we  have 
already  mentioned,  p.  49.  but  (ome  farther 
account  of  the  fubjed  will  certainly  be 
jigreeable  to  the  curious.  The  Jefnit  mif- 
iionaries  have  given  moil  pompous  accounu 
of  the  Chrillian  antiquities  of  India  and 
China.  When  the  Portuguefe  arrived  ia 
India,  the  head  of  the  Madabar  ChrifUans, 
named  Jacob,  ftiled  himfelf  Metrapolitaa 
Xii  India  and  China.  And  a  Chaldaic  bre- 
viary *  of  the  Indian  Chrlitians  offers  praife 
to  God  for  fendmg  St.  Thomas  to  India 
and  China.  In  1625,  ia  digging  for  a 
foundation  near  Siganfu^  metropolis  of  the 
province  of  Xenf^  was  found  a  ftone  with  a 
crofs  on  it,  full  of  Chinefe,  &nd  fome  Syriac 
characters,  containing  the  names  of  bifhops, 
and  an  account  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
**  that  it  was  brought  from  Judea ;  that  • 
*'  having  been  weakened,  it  was  renewed 
•*  under  the  reign  of  the  great  Tam^*  (cir. 
A.  D.  630.)  But  the  Chriftians,  fay  the 
Jefuits,  Jiding  with  the  Tartars,  cir.  A.  D. 
1 200,  were  extirpated4|v  the  Chinefe.  In 
154.3,  Fernand  Pinto^  ooferving  fome  ruins 
near  Peking,  was  told  by  the  people,  that 
200  years  before,  a  holy  man,  who  worfhlp- 
«d  Jefus  Chriil,  born  of  a  Virgin,  lived 
there;  and  being  murdered^  was  thrown 


into  a  river,  but  his  body  wodd  not  fink  % 
and  foon  after  die  city  was  deftroyed  by 
earthquake.     The  fame  Jefuit  found  people 

•at  Caminam  who  knew  the  dodrines  of 
Chriftianity,  which  they  faid  was  preached 
to  their  fathers  by  John  the  dildple  of 
Thomas*  In  1635,  fome  heathens  bv  night 
Miling  through  a  village  in  the  province  of 
Fokien  faw  fome  flones  which  emitted  lights 

'  under  tWhick  were  found  the  figure  of 
croflcs.  From  China  St.  Thomas  returned 
ID  Meiiapore  in  Malabar,  at  a'  timye  when 
a  prodigious  beam  of  timber  floated  on  the 
iea  near  the  coaft.  The  king  endeavoured 
to  bring  it  afhore,  but  all  the  force  of  men 
and  elephants  was  in  vain.  St.  Thomat 
de(] red  leave  to  biuld  a  church  with  it,  and 
immediately  dragged  it  to  fhore  with  a 
fingle  thread.  A^  church  was  boilt,  and 
the  kine  baptized.  This  enraged  the  Bra« 
mins,  die  chief  of  whom  kilkd  his  own 
fon,  and  accufed  Thomas  of  the  murder.  Bat 
the  Saint,  by  reflorinff  the  veoth  to  life, 
difcovered  the  wickednefs  of  his  enemies^ 
He  was  afterwards  killed  by  a  lance  whilo 
kneeling  at  the  altar ;  after,  according  to 
tnuiition,  he  had  built  3300  ftatiely  chur^ei, 
many  of  which  were  rebuilt,  cir.  Soo,  by 
an  Armenian,  named  Thomas  Canaoeus. 
In  1523,  the  body  of  the  Apoftle,  with 
the  head  of  the  lance  befide  him,  was  found 
in  his  church  by  D.  Duarte  de  Menefes  j 
and  in  1558  was  by  D.  Conflantine  de  Bra* 
ean2a  removed  to  Goa.  To  diefe  accounts^ 
leledted  from  Faria  y  S9u/a^  let  two  from 
Oforius  be  added.  When  Martin  Alonzo 
de  Souza  was  viceroy,  fome  brazen  tables 
were  brought  to  htm,  infcribed  with  xax* 
ufual  charaders;  which  were  explained  by  a 
learned  Jew«  and  imported  that  St.  Thomaa 
had  buiu  a  church  in  Meiiapore.  And  by 
•aa  acooimt  fent  to  Cardinal  Henrico,  by  the 
Bp.  of  Cochin,  in  1562,  when  the  Portu« 

fieie  repaired  the  ancient  chapel  of  St, 
homas,  f  there  was  found  a  flone  crofs  with 
feveral  charadiers  on  it,  which  the  bed  an« 
tiquarians  conld  not  interpret,  till  at*laii  a 

Bramin 


*  The  exigence  of  this  breviary  is  a  certain  fa^t.  Thcfe  ChrifUans  had  the  Scripture  alfb  to  the  Chaldaic 
language. 

t  I1iis  was  a  very  ancient  building,  in  the  veiy  firft  (lylc  of  Gbiiftiin  churches.  Tfie  Portugucie  hava 
Aow  disfiguied  it  with  thdr  repairs  and  new  buildings. 
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The  day  foretold  when  India's  utmoil  fhore  .  . 

Again  {hall  hear  Meflkh's  blifsful  lore* 
By  Indus'  banks  the  holy  Prophet  trod. 
And  Ganges  heard  him  preach  the  Saviour-God  ; 
-Where  pale  difeafe  erewhilc  the  cheek  CQnfumedt 
Health  at  his  word  in  ruddy  fragrance  bloom'd  j 
The  grave's  dark  womb  his  awful  voice  obey'd. 
And  to  the  cheerful  xlay  reftored  the  dead ; 
By  heavenly  power  he  rear'd  the  facred  (hrine. 
And  gain'd  the  nations  by  his  life  divine. 
The  priefts  of  Brahma's  hidden  rites  beheld. 
And  envy's  bittereft  gall  their  bofoms  fwell'd, 
A  thoufand  deathful  fnares  in  vain  they  fpread; 
When  now  the  Chief  that  wore  the  Triple  *  Thread, 


Bramin  tranflated  it,  **  That  in  the  reign  fa£ls  eive  coonimance  to  fome  material 

of  SagaiBy  Thomas  was  fent  by  the  Son  of  conjectures  concerning  the  religion  of  the 

God,  whofe  difciplehe  was,  toteachthelaw  Bramins.    For  thefe  we  ihall  give  fcope 

of  heaven  in  India ;  that  he  built  a  church,  immediately. 

and  was  killed  by  a  Bramin  at  the  altar."  ^  If  ben  now  the  Chief  who  wore  the  Trifle 

A  view  of  Portuguefe  Afia,  which  muft  T'^rM^/.— — Of  this,  thus  Oforius  ;  **  Terna 

include  the  labours  of  the  Jei'ults,  forms  a  Jila  ah  humero  dexiero  in  lot  us  Jiniftrum  ge^^ 

neceflarypart  in  the  comment  on  the  Lufi^d:  runt^  ut  dejignent  trinam  in  natura  drvina 

This  note,  therefore,  and  fome  obvious  re-  mtionem.**    They  {the  Bramins)  wear  three 

fle£lions  up»n  it,  are  in  place.    It  is  as  eafy  threads,     which'  reach    from    the    right 

to  bury  an  infcription  and  find  it  again,  as  ihoulder  to  the  left  fide,  as  fignificant  of 

it  is  to  invent  a  filly  tale  ;  but  though  fuf-  the  trinal  diitin£don  in  the  Divine  Nature.'* 

picion  of  fraud  on  the  one  hand,  and  filly  That  fome  feds  of  the  Bramins  wear  a  fym- 

abfurdity  on  the  other,  lead  us  to  defpile  bolical  Teffera  of  three  threads,  is  acknow- 

the  authority  of  the  Jefuits,   yet  one  faft  ledged  on  all  hands;  but  from  whatever 

remains     indifputable.      Chriftianity   had  the  cudom  arofe,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed 

been  much  better  known  in  the  Eaft,  feveral  that  the  Bramins,  who  have  thoufands  of 

centuries  before,  than  it  was  at  the  arrival  ridiculous  contradictory  legends,  (hould  a- 

of  Gama.     Where  the  name  was  unknown,  gree  in  their  accounts  or  explanations  of  it. 

and  where  the  Jefuits  were  unconcerned,  Faria  fays,    that  according  to  die  facred 

crofTes  were  found.     The  long  exigence  of  books  of  the  Malabrians,  the  religion  of 

the  Chriilians  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  midfl  the  Bramins  proceeded  from  filhermen,  who 

of  a  vad  Paean  empire,    proves  that  the  left  the  charge  of  the  temples  to  their  fif> 

learned  of   that  empire  muil  have  fome  cefibrs,  on  condition  they  (hould  wear  fome 

knowledge  of  their  dodtrines.    And  thefe  threads  of  their  nets,  in  remembrance  of 

the* 
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Fifed  by  the  rage  that  gnaws  the  confcious  breaft 
Of  holy  fraud,  when  worth  fhines  forth  confcft. 


their  ori^nal.  They  have  various  accounts 
of  a  Divine  Perfon  having  aHlumed  human 
Bature.  And  the  God  Brahma,  as  obferved 
by  Cudworth,  is  graerally  mentioned  as 
united  in  the  government  of  the  univerfe 
with  two  others,  fometimes  of  difierent 
names.  They  have  alfo  images  with  three 
heads  riiing  out  of  on^  body,  which  they 
fayrcprefent  the  Divine  Nature^.  But  are 
there  any  traces  of  thefe  opinions  in  the 
accounts  which  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers 
have  given  us  of  the  Bramins  ?  And  will  the 
wife  pay  any  credit  to  the  aathori^  of  thofe 
books  which  the  public  never  faw,  and 
which,  by  the  obligation  of  their  keepers, 
they  are  never  to  fee  ?  and  k>mc  of  which, 
by  the  confeffion  of  their  keepers,  fince  the 
appearance  of  Mohammed,  have  been  re- 
jefted  ?  The  Platonic  idea  of  a  trinity  of 
divine  attiibutes  was  well  known  to  the 
ancients,  yet  perhaps  the  Athanafian  con- 
troveriy  offers  a  fairer  field  to  the  conjec- 
turiil.  That  oontroverfy  for  feveral  ages 
engrofTed  the  converfation  of- the  Eaft.  All 
the  fubtilty  of  the  Greeks  was  called  forth, 
and  no  fpeculative  conteil  was  ever  more 
univerfally  or  warmly  difputed ;  fo  warmly, 
that  it  is  a  certain  fa£t  that  Mohammed,  by 
inferting  into  his  Koran  fome  declarations 
in  favour  of  the  Arians,  eained  innumerable 
profelytes  to  his  new  relieion.  Abyflinia, 
Egypt,  Syria,  Perfia,  ana  Armenia,  were 
perplexed  with  this  unhappy  difpute,  and  from 
ihz  earliefl  times  thefe  countries  have  had  a 
commercial  intercourfe  with  India.  The 
nimber,  blafphemy,  an^  abfurdity  of  the 
JevWfli  legends  of  the  Talmuds  and  Tar- 

fums,  bear  a  ilriking  refemblance  to  the 
oly  legends  of  the  Bramins.  The  Jews 
alfo  aflert  the  great  antiquity  of  their  Tal- 
mud ical  legends.  Adam,  Enoch  and  Noah 
are  named  among  their  authors ;  but  we 
know  their  date  ;  Jcrufalem,  ere  their  birth, 
was  dellroyed  by  1  itus.     We  alfo  know  that 


the  accounts  which  the  Greek  writers  m^ 
of  the  Bramins  fall  infinitely  (hort  of  mofe 
extravagancies  which  are  obnfefled  even  by 
their  modem  admirers.  And  Mohamme> 
difm  is  not  more  different  fromX^hriftianity, 
than  the  account  which  even  thefe  gentle- 
men give,  is  from  that  of  Porphyry.  That 
labonous  philofopher,  though  pofleiled  of 
all  the  knowledge  of  his  age,  though  he 
mentions  their  metempficofis  and  penances^ 
has  not  a  word  of  any  of  their  idols,  or  die 
legends  of  Brahma  or  his  brothers.  On 
the  contrary  he  reprefents  their  worfhip  as 
extremely  pure  and  fimple.  Strabo's  ac* 
count  of  them  is  fimilar.  And  Eufebios 
has  affured  us  they  worfhipped  no  images  f-^ 
Yet  on  the  arrival  of  the  modern  Europeans 
in  India,  innumerable  were  their  idols,  and 
all  the  fuperftition  of  ancient  Egypt  in  the 
adoration  of  animals  and  veeretables,  feemed 
more  than  revived  by  the  Bramins.  Who 
that  condders  this  flriking  alteration  in  their 
features,  can  withhold  his  contempt  when 
he  is  told  of  the  religious  care  with  which 
thefe  philofophers  have  thefe  four  thoufand 
years  preferved  their  facred  rites :  An  ab- 
furdity only  equal  to  that  of  thofe  who  tell 
us  that  God  in(lru6led  Adam  in  the  myf- 
teries  of  free  maibnry,  and  that  Noah  every 
new  moon  held  a  ma/bn's  lodge  in  the  ark. 
Ignorant  or  unmindful  of  what  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  have  related  of  the  Bramins, 
and  unacquainted  with  the  refpe^able  au- 
thorities of  many  modem  travellers,  (bme 
gentlemen  have  lately  affumed  to  themfelves 
tne  only  knowledge  of  the  tnie%)6bines  of 
the  Eaft.  Other  Enquirersk*  and  their 
means  of  intelligence,  have  "^een  com- 
pared to  an  Indian  receiving;  his  know- 
ledge of  Chriftianity  from  a  Xondon  car- 
man. Yet  alas,  duped  by  the  converfation  of 
a  learned  Bramin,  an  adept  in  Jefuitifm, 
who  is  fure  to  give  an  intelligent  ftranger 
the  moil  gloffing  account,  and  not  only  thus 

duped 


*  To  thefe  undoubted  fa£l«  the  author  will  not  add  the  aathority  of  a  Xavier,  who  fellt  ua,  that  he  prevailed 
'■pon  a  Bramifi  tj  explain  to  hioi  fome  part  of  iheir  hidden  religion  j  when  to  hie  fur^iize,  the  Indian,  U  4  luw 
voice,  repeated  the  Ten  Commandmenti. 

"f"  ■  ■  ^»X»a^i?  «roXXat  twi'  Xtyoft^ituf  B^u^ape^t,  otTi»i;  Kara  wa^a^^r  •;5»  w^tyott/t  xai 
»9fMf,  infon'^iTif,  OYTE   HOANA  XEBONTAI 

Eufeb.  Frep.  Evan.  Lib.  6.  c.  lo.  p.  275.  Ed.  Parif.  ifeS. 
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Hell  he  invokes,  nor  hell  in  vain  he  fues ; 
His  fon's  life-gore  his  withered  hands  imbrews  j 
Then  bold  affuming  the  vindictive  ire. 
And  all  the  paifions  of  the  woful  fire. 
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ignorant  and  daped,  but  alfb  fbon|[ly  tinc- 
tured with  the  zeal  of  enthofiafm  fyr  theif 
belored  refearches,  more  than  one  of  thefe 
gentlemen  have  contradided  each  other, 
and  have  gravely  pronounced ,  that  every 
account  of  the  Bramins,  prior  to  his, 
was  grofsly  erroneous,  and  that  he  himfelf 
has  enjoyed  the  ^nl^  means  of  knowled^» 
the  fnend(hip  and  mftni^on  of  an  Indian, 
philofopher— — «  But  let  thefe  gentlemen 
ready  and  be  modeft ;  let  them  learn  to 
excufe  thofe  who  cannot  fo  warmly  admire 
the  wifdom  of  India;  and  let  them  confider 
how  complete  is  the  ridicule,  when,  on  pub- 
lifhing  their  difcoveries  in  England,  they 
are  obliged  to  confefs  that  they  entirely 
disagree  with  each  other,  though  each  con- 
fidently boalb  the  infallibility  of  his  learned 

and  honeil  Bramin But  the  whole  of 

the  matter  appears  plainly  to  be  this ; 
The  philofophy  and  mytholo^  of  the 
Bramins  form  fuch  a  boundlels  chaos  of 
confufion  and  contradidions,  that  no  two  of 
thefe  philofophers,  unacquainted  with  each 
other,  can  poffibly  give  the  fame  or  a  con- 
iiftent  account  of  their  tenets :  And  when- 
ever one  of  fuperior  ingenuity  vamps  up  a 
fine  philofophical  theory  out  of  the  original 
mafs,  another,  perhaps  eaually  ingenious, 
puts  one  in  mind  of  the  fpider  in  Swift's 
oattle  of  the  books,  when  the  bee  had  de- 
ftroyed  her  web.  •*  A  plague  fplit  you, 
(quoth  the  fpider)  for  a  giddy  whorcfon,  is 
it  you,  with  a  vengeance,  have  made  all 

this  litter and  do  you  think  I  have 

nothing  elfe  to  do,  in  the  devil's  liame,  but 

to  mend  and  repair  after  your  a ?"     In 

this  drain,  verily,  may  the  Bramins  of  fozxid 
iBodern  difcoverers  exclaim  to  each  other. 
In  the  difTertation  on  the  religion  of  the 
Bramins,  (Lufiad  Vll.)  feveral  fpedmens 
of  their  legends  are  already  given.  The 
Tranflator,  however,  is  tempted  to  add 
another,  from  Faria's  account  of  the  facred 
bocks  of  the  Malabrians.    They  hold  an 


eternal  fuccedion  of  worlds,  each  to  take 
place  after  an  Annus  Magnus.    EVery  thing 
at  the  end  of  thefe  periods  is  deftroyed, 
except  Ixoreta  or  the  Deity,  which  is  then 
reduced  to  the  fize  of  a  dew  drop  ;  when, 
having  chirped  like  a  cricket,  the  divine 
fubfhince  in  itfelf  produces  the  hvt  ele- 
ment,   (for  what  they  call-  the  heavenly 
matter  they  efteem  the  fifth)  and  then  di- 
viding itfelf,    the  heavens  and  the  earth 
are  '^tormed.       In  terra,   funulac  formata 
eft,  apparet  mons  argenteus,  cujus  in  ver- 
tice   confpiciuntur   ra  ou^oTciy    quae  verum 
Ixoreta  five  Nnmen  appellant,  et  canfam 
caufailiin.    Tum  deus  Ixora  pene  fuo,  in- 
figni  magnitudine,  terrarum  orbem  in  fi;p- 
tem  mana,  feptemq.ue  terras  arando  dividit. 
Lirae  montes  funt,  fulci  vero  valles  ac  flu- 
mitia.    Exorltur  e  terjgo  del  Ixora  femina 
Chati,   verbis  quibufdam  magicis  evocata. 
Hi  duo  coire  concupiunt,  fed  obflat  longi- 
tudo  membri  dei  Ixora ;  ille  vero  abfcindit 
partes  ododecim,  ex  quibus  arma  fadta  funt, 
nimirum  haila,   arcus,  enfis,   &rc.     Deinde 
nimis  ar6Um  iii  femina  Chati  digito  aperit 
viam,  et  fanguinem  vulneris  in  pal  ma  re- 
Ceptum^   in  aerem  diA)ergit,  ex  quo  Sol,' 
luna,  ftellx,  rofse,  herbx  odorifene,  et  an- 
gues,    (qUod  genus    animalium   apud  eos 
lacrum  eft)  protinus  formantur ;  et  impe- 
dimento  omni  jam  fublato,   coeunt  Ixora 
let  Chati,  procreantque  ad  terram  incolen- 
dam  homines,  bruta,   et  daemones  malifi- 
cos ;    in  caelo  autem  generant  animarum 
33,ooQ,ooo.     Befidcs  this,  almoft  infinite 
are  the  abfurd  legends  of  .the  god  Ixora, 
and  his  brothers  Vi fin u  and  Brama.     One 
other  fhall  only  be  added.     Viftnu,  having 
metamorphofcd  himfelf   into   his  younger 
brpther  Siri  Chriftna,  overcame  the  ferpcnt 
Caliga,  of  nine   leagues  in  length,  which 
lived  in  a  lake  made  by  its  own  venom. 
This,    and    the    origin    of  Chati,    afibrJ 
fome  obvioub  hints  to  the  inveftigators  of 
mythology. 


N  n  n 


Weeping 
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Weeping  he  bends  before  the  Indian  throne. 
Arraigns  the  holy  man,   and  wails  hia  (on : 
A  band  of  hoary  priefts  attcft  the  deed. 
And  India's  king  condemns  the  Seer  to  bleed* 
Infpired  by  heaven  the  holy  vidlim  ftands. 
And  o'er  the  murder'd  corfe  extends  his  hands. 
In  God's  dread  power,  thou  flaughter'd  youth,  ari&. 
And  name  thy  murderer ;  aloud  he  cries. 
When,  dread  to  view,  the  deep  wounds  inftant  clofe. 
And  frefh  in  life  the  flaughter*d  youth  arofe. 
And  named  his  treachrous  fire :  The  confcious  air 
Quiver'd,  and  awful  horror  raifcd  the  hair 
On  every  head*    From  Thomas  India's  king 
The  holy  iprinkling  of  the  living  fpring 
Receives,  and  wide  o'er  all  his  regal  bounds 
The  God  of  Thomas  everjr  tongue  reibunds* 
IfOng  taught  the  holy  Seer  the  words  of  Hfe ; 
The  priefts  of  Brahma  ftill  to  deeds  of  ftrife. 
So  boiled  rfieir  ire,  the  blinded  herd  impell'd. 
And  high  to  deathful  rage  their  rancour  fwell'd* 
*Twas  on  a  day,  when  melting  on  his  tongue 
Heaven's  ofFer'd  mercies  glowed,  the  impious  throng 
Riling  in  madning  tempeft  round  bim  (hawer'd 
The  fplinter'd  flint ;  in  vain  theiHnt  was  pour'd  ; 
But  heaven  had  now  his  finifli'd  labours  ieal^d ; 
His  angel  guards  withdraw  th'  ethsxial  fhield; 

A  Bramin's 
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A  Bramin's  javelin  tears  his  holy  breafl:  ■■    ■■ 

Ah  heaven^  what  woes  the  widowed  land  expreft  ! 

Thee,  Thomas,  •  thee,  the  plaintive  Ganges  mourn'd^ 

And  Indus'  banks  the  murmuring  moan  returned ; 

O'er  every  valley  where  thy  footftep  ftray'd^ 

The  hollow  winds  the  gliding  lighs  convey'd. 

What  woes  the  mournful  face  of  India  wore, 

Thcfc  woes  in  living  pangs  his  people  bore. 

.His  fons,  to  wttofe  illumined  minds  he  gave 

To  view  the  ray  that  flunes  beyond  the  grave. 

His  paAoral  fons  bedew'd  his  corfe  with  tears. 

While  high  triumphant  through  the  heavenly  fpheres^ 

With  ibngs  of  joy  the  fmiling  angels  wing 

His  Fs^ptured  {firk  to  th'  eternal  King. 

O  you,  the  followers  of  the  holy  Seer> 

Foredoomed  the  ihrines  of  heavens  own  lore  to  rear. 

You  fcnt  by  heaven  his  labours  to  renew. 

Like  him*  ye  Lufians,  fimpleft  Truth  '  purfue. 


^^bee^Tbomatytba^thipUttntpveGm^n  ^ere   xhef  pretended  to  propagate   dw 
tfwsriiiV.--^Tlie  vtdifoitiott  of  the  origtnai  go^.      Sometiiiies   we    find    an   indi« 
it  here  exeeediagly  fine.    Even  thofe  wha  Tidoal  ftncere  and  pious,  but  the  great  prin- 
are  unacquainted  with  the  Portogoeie  may  cqiie  which  always  aduated  tMm  as  an 
pecceive  it.  united  body  was  the  lofl  of  power  and  fe« 
,     ^,      ,       ^             ,   .  colar  emolument,    the  poiicflion  of  which 
ChoraraoteThom^,  o  Gauge,  o  Indo,.  rfiey  thought  could  not  be  better  fccured. 
"i::::^^  than-.^r'Seringthemfelve,  of  the  utmoft 
Sc  huioda  Saiua  Fe,  que  I  he  enfmafte :  importance  to  the  See  of  Rome.     In  con- 
Mas  OS  anjoi  d^  ceo  caiiiando,  «« riudo,  lequence  of  thefe  prmaples,  where  ever  they 

Te  1  ecebcm*  na  gloria >-  came,  their  firft  care  was  to  find  what  were 

the  great  objedb  of  the  fear  and  adoration 

'  Like  bim^  ye  Lujtans^  fimpleft  trutb  pur'-  of  the  people.     If  the  Sun  was  efteemcd 

/tu,^'^'^\tAS  Tufm  the  time  to  fum  up  what  the  giver  of  life,  Jefus  Chrifl  was  thefon 

haft  been  faid  of  the  UbGura<>f  the  JWuiu.  of  that  luminary,  and  they  were  his  younger 

Diametrically    oppofite     to    this     advice  biedtren,  fent  to  inftrud  the  igribrant.    If 

vtzs  their  condud  in  every  Aiiatie  •coimtiy  ^le  bacbarians  were  in  dreadof  evil  fpiriu/ 

^             .                                           N  n  n  a                                                    Jeful 
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Vain  IS  the  impious  toil  with  borrow'd  grace. 
To  deck  one  feature  of  her  angel  face ; 


Jcfus  Chrift  came  on  purpofc  to  banilh  them 
from  the  world,  had  driveti  them  from  £u« 
rope*,  and  the  Jefuits  were  fcnt  to  the 
Eail  to  complete  his  unfinifked  miffion.  If 
the  Indian  converts  flill  retained  a  veneration 
for  the  powder  of  burned  cow-dung,  the 
Jefuits  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs  over  it, 
and  the  Indian  befmeared  himfelf  with  it 
as  ufual.  Heaven,  or  univerfal  matter,  they 
told  the  Chinefe,  was  the  God  of  the 
Chriflians,  and  the  facrifices  of  Confucius 
were  folemnized  in  the  churches  of  the 
Jefuits.  This  worfhip  of  Confucius,  Vol- 
taire (Gen.  Hifl.)  with  his  wonted  accuracy 
denies.  But  he  ought  to  have  known,  ^at 
this,  with  the  worfhip  of  Tien  or  Heaven, 
had  been  long  complamed  of  at  the  court  of 
Rome,  (fee  Dupin)  and  that  after  the 
Arifteft  fcrutiay  the  charge  was  fiilly  proved, 
and  Clement  XI.  in  1703,  fent  Cardinal 
Toumon  to  the  fmall  remains  of  the  Jefuits 
in  the  Eaft  with  a  papal  decree  to  reform 
thefe  abufes.  But  the  Cardinal,  foon  after  his 
arrival,  was  poifoned  in  Siam  by  the  holy 
fathers.  Xavier,  and  the  other  Jefuits  who 
fttcceeded  him,  by  the  dextrous  ufe  of  the 
great  maxims  of  their  mailer  Loyala,  0«- 
nibus  omnia^  ei  omnia  munda  mundis^  gained 
innumerable  profel^tes.  They  contr^li^d 
none  of  the  favourite  opinions  of  their  con- 
verts, they  only  baptized,  and  gave  them 
crucifixes  to  worfhip,  and  all  was  well.' 
But  their  zeal  in  uniting  to  the  See  of  Rome 
the  ChriAians  found  in  the  Eafl  defcended 
to  the  minoteil  particulars.  And  the  na^ 
five  Chriflians  of  Malabar  were  fo  violently 
perfecuted  as  fchifmatics,  that  the  heathen 
princes  took  arms  in  their  defence  in  1570, 
(fee  Geddcs,  Hifl.  of  Malab.)and  the  Por- 
cuguefe  were  almoil  driven  from  India. 
Abyfiinia,  by  the  fame  arts,  was  fleeped  in 
blood,  and  two  or  three  emperors  lofl  their 
Kves  in  endeavouring  to  eftablifh  the  Pope's 
fupremacy.  An  order  at  lail  Was  given 
from  the  throne,  to  hang  every  miflionary 
without  trial,   wherever  apprehended,   the 


Emperoriitntfelf  complaining  that  he  could 
not  enjoy  a  clay  in  quiet  for  Uie  intrigiies  of 
the  Romiih  friars.  In  China  alfb  th^  fbon 
rendered  themfelves  infsfferable.  Their 
fkill  in  mathematics  and  the  dependent  arts 
introduced  t}iem  to  great  favom  at  coort, 
but  all  their  cunning  could  not  conceal  their 
villainy.  Their  unwillingnefs  to  CMrdain  tjhe 
natives  raifed  fufpicions  againft  a  profemon 
thus  monopolized  by  flrangers ;  their  eameft 
zeal  in  amaffing  riches;  and  their  inter- 
ference with,  ami  deep  defigns  on  fecular 
power,  the  fatal  rock  on  whkh  tiiey  have 
10  often  been  fhipwrecked»  appeared,  and 
^ir  churches  were  levelled  ynut  the  ground. 
About  90000  of  the  new  converts,  together 
with  dieir  teachers,  were  maflacred,  and 
their  religion  was  prohibited.  lo  Japan 
the  ra|^  of  governmenl  evan  eiccedcid  aat 
of  China,  and  in  allufion  to  their  chief 
objea  of  adoration,  die  crofs,  feveralof  tke 
Jefuit  fathers  were  crucified  by  the  Japonefe, 
and  the  revival  of  the  Chriftian  name  was 
interdicted  by  the  feverefl  laws.  Thus, 
in  a  great  meafare,  ended  in  the  Eaft  the 
labours  of  the  fociety  of  I^atius  Loyals^  a 
fociety  which  mi^ht  have  di^fed  the  greateft 
bleffings  to  mankind,  could  honefly  have  been 
added  to  their  great  learning  and  abilities. 
Had  that  zeal  which  laboured  to  promote  the 
interefls  of  their  own  brotherh<K>d  and  the 
Roman  See,  had  that  indefatigable  zeal 
been  employed  in  the  real  interefts  of  ha* 
manity  and  civilization,  the  great  defign  of 
diffiifing  the  law  of  heaven,  challenged  by 
its  author  as  the  purpofe  of  the  Lufiad^ 
would  have  been  aflaply  compleated,  and 
the  remoteft  hords  of^  Tartary  and  Africa 
ere  now  had  been  happily  civilized.  But 
thoueh  the  Jefuits  have  failed,  they  have 
afforded  a  noble  leffon  to  mankind. 

Though  fortified  with  all  the  brazen  mounds 
That  art  can  rear,  and  watchM  by  eagle  eyef. 
Still  will  fome  rotten  part  betray  the  Sru6lurc 
That  is  not  baled  on  limply  honefly. 


*  This  trick,  it  is  fkid,  has  been  played  in  America  within  thefe  twenty  years,  where  the  notion  of  eri^ 
Spirits  gives  the  poor  Indians  their  greatefl  mifery.  The  French  Jefiihs  told  the  fix  nations,  that  Tefiis  Cluift 
was  a  Frenchman,  and  had  driven  all  evil  daemons  from  France ;  that  he  had  a  great  love  for  the  Indians, 
vhom  he  intfodcd  ^Aia  to  deliver,  but  takiog  England  in  his  way,  he  was  oncificd  by  the  wicked  I,oodoncra«. 

Behind 
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Behind  the  veil's  broad  glare  fhe  glides  away^ 
And  leaves  a  rotten  form  of  lifelefs  painted  clay. 


Much  have  you  view'd  of  future  Lufian  reign ; 
Broad  empires  yet  and  kingdoms  wide  remain^ 
Scenes  of  your  future  toils  and  glorious  fway 
And  lo,  how  wide  expands  the  Gangic  bay, 
Narfinga  here  ki  numerous  legions  bold. 
And  here  Oryxa  boafts  her  cloth  of  gold. 
The  Ganges  here  in  many  a  ftream  divides, 
Diflfufing  plenty  from  his  fattening  tides. 
As  through  Bengala's  ripening  vales  he  glides  % 
Nor  may  the  fleetcft  hawk,  untired,  explore 
Where  end  the  ricey  groves  that  crown  the  ihore. 
There  view  what  woes  demand  your  pious  aid ! 
On  beds  and  Utters  o'er  the  margin  laid 
The  dying  lift  their  hollow  eyes,  and  crave 
Some  pitying  hand  to  hurl  themt  in  the  '  wave. 
Thus  heaven  they  deem,  though  vileft  guilt  they  bore 
Unwept,  unchanged,  will  view  that  guilt  no  more. 
There,  eaftward,  Arracan  her  line  extends  ; 
And  Pegu's  mighty  empire  fouthward  bends : 


} 


s  The  dying  — —  The  innumerable  Aiper-  tioned  are  literalTy  true.     And  it  is  no  un^ 

ftitions  performed  on  the  banks  of  this  river,  common  fcene  for  the  Englifh  fhips  to  be 

afford  a  pityable  piflure  of  the  weaknefs  of  furrounded  with  d\e  corpfes  which  come 

humanity.    Thefe  circumitances  here  men^  floatbg  dowiir  this  hallowed  ftream. 

Pegu^ 


aH 
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Pegu,  whofc  fons,  fq  held  014**  foithj,  coivfeft 
A  dog  their  lire  ;  their  deeds  the  ^alc  atteft. 
A  pious  queen  their  horrid  *  rage  reftrain'd ; 
Yet  ftill  their  fury  Nature's  God  arraign'd. 
Ah,  mark  the  thunders  rolUng  o'er  the  iky  I 
Yes,  bathed  in  gore  fhaU  rzrfjfi  pollution  lie. 

Where  to  the  morn  the  towers  of  Tava  ihincm 
Begins  great  Siam's  emfxire's  far  Ar^tch'd  line. 
On  Queda's  fields  the  gepi^l  rays  inipixe 
The  richeft  guft  of  fpicery's  fjca^ant  fire* 
Malacca's  cajfUed  haifboui:  l^ere  furvey. 
The  wealthful  feat  foredoom'd  of  Luiian  iway. 


*•  Pegu 9  *who/e/oftSf/§  heUtUMth^  cmfefh^ 

A  dog  their  fire, The  tradition  of  this 

country  boafted  this  infamoiuand  inisofiU>le 
original.  While  other  nations  pretend  to 
be  defcended  of  demi-gods,  the  P«^;iii(iaat 
were  contented  to  trace  their  pedigree  from 
a  Chinefe  woman  and  a  dog,  theonl^^  Uvii^ 
creatures  which  furvived  a  fhipwreck  on  their 
coaft.  See  F/ir/fl.  Thisinfa»y.,howeKer,th(qy 
could  not  deferve.  Animals  of  a  difl^rent 
fpecies  may  generate  together,  but  naw©  im- 
mediately difjplays  her  abhorrence,  in  un- 
variably  depriving  the  unnatural  produ^Uon 
of  the  power  of  procreation. 

»  A  pious  queen  their  ho  rid  rage  rejirain*d, 
—Thus  in  the  original : 

Aqui  foante  arame  no  inib'uroento 
Da  gcra^ao  coilumao,  o  que  ufarao 
Por  manha  da  Raynha,  que  invcnrando 
Tal  ufo,  dcitou  fora  o  error  nefando. 

]^^m  eft  4^  Regio;i  auadam  tcaxse  PtpfO* 
i;pris,  Quod  ad  (;p^cenauia  crimen  turpifiU 
tpuo)  iiibditorun^  fuorMm»  Ifigem.  tulit,  ot 
uniVcrfi  qiiare6.oc^pi)lmQ.  vd  ocbioil^s  qoo^ 
dam  xratos  in  penem  illatos  gererent.  Ita 
fit :   Cultro  penis  cuticulam  dividunt^  earn* 


que  in  orbicalot  hofce  faperinducunt :  ftatim 
a  prima  feptinuma  vulnut  CQiLghiiiiiatar. 
Intenrntor  pkrrnnqne  tres  orbicuu :  magni- 
tudine  infimus  ad  modiun  jagland|s»  prinmi 
ftcmt  ad  teaenont  gallinaedri  modmn  extat. 
Trium  liberonim  parens  ad  libitum  onut 
eiQcuciatk  Si  konim  afiquia  a  rm  dono 
detur,  ut  gemma  quantivis  pretii  xSimatuc^ 
To  t&ia,  kit  the  xcSimonj  of  G.  Ardiot^ 
(Hid*  Ind.  Orient,  p.  313.)  be  ad4ed^ 
yii^es  ia  boc  n^  on^oinp  nnllasjcspcri- 
re  licet:  Puellx  enim  omnes  flatim  a  pueri* 
ti4  fua  rafidicamentiun  qpoddam  ufufpant^ 
quo  muliebria  diftenduntur  U  aperta  con- 
tmeatur:  idqu9  propter  globulos  <|uoa  in 
virgis  viri  geftant ;  illis  enim  admittendis 
virgines  ardtiores  noUq  modo  fnfiicerent. 

According  to  Balby,  and  Cxikr  Frederic, 
the  empire  of  Pegu,  which  the  year  before 
fent  armies  of  two  millions  to  the  field, 
was  in  IS9S,  by  famine  and  the  arms  of 
the  ndgKbourtng  pnnces  of  Ava,  Brama« 
and:  Siam,  radcoed  to  the  moft  mifcrahle 
fiate  of'defolation,  the  few  natives^  who  fur- 
%uyed  having.left  tlieir  oooocr)'  an  habitation 
for  wild  be^. 

Here 
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Here  to  their  port  the  Luflan  fleets  flidl  fteefi 
From  every  (hore  far  tound  aflftttftttiftg  here 
The  fragrant  treafures  of  the  t^^ttn  world  : 
Here  from  the  (hore  by  rolling  caffJiqaakeJ  huri'd. 
Through  waves  all  foam^  Suifiatr^'d  ifle  was  riren. 
And  mid  white  whirlpools  dowA  the  ^  eceaft  driven. 
To  this  fair  ifle,  the  golden  Cherfohcfe, 
Some  deem  the  ikpient  Monarch  plowed  the  feas, 
Ophir  ^  its  Tyrian  name.     In  whirling  roars 
How  fierce  the  tide  boik  down  thefe  clafping  fhores ! 
High  frocd  the  ftrait  the  lengthening  coaft  afar^ 
Its  moon-like  curve  points  to  the  northern  ftar. 
Opening  its  bofom  to  the  filver  ray 
When  fair  Aurora  pours  the  infant  day. 
Patane  and  Panii  and  namelefs  nations  more^ 
Who  rear  their  tents  on  Menam's  winding  fhore. 
Their  vafTal  tribute  yield  to  Siam's. throne; 
And  thoufands  "^  more^  of  laws>  of  names  unknown. 
That  vail  of  land  inhabit.     Proud  and  bold. 
Proud  of  their  numbers  here  the  Laos  hold 


^  And  midivbite  ^whirlpools  do*wn  the  ocean  Mandevylle  found  men  without  heads,  who 

driven. '""^^tt  the  fame  account  of  Sicily.  faw  andfpoke  through  holes  in  their  breaibt 

Virg.  En.  III.  continues  dill  very  imperfedly  known.  The 

'  Ophir  its  Tyrian  ff<7M^.—— Sumatra  has  Jefuits  have  told  many  extravagant  lies  of 
been  by  fome  efleemed  the  Ophir  of  the  the  wealth  of  thefe  provinces.  Sy  the  mod 
Holv  Scriptures ;  but  the  fuperior  fineneis  authentic  accounts  they  feem  to  have  been 
of  tne  2old  of  Sofala,  and  its  fituationy  peopled  by  colonies  from  China.  The  re- 
favour  the  claim  of  that  Ethiopian  ifle.  See  ligion  and  manufadlures  of  the  Siamefe,  in 
Bochart.  Geog.  Sacr.  particular,  confefs  the  referoblance.  In  fome 

"'  And  thoufands  more.  —The  extenfive  difhids,  however,  they  have  greatly  degene- 

countries  between  India  and  China,  where  nted  firom  the  civilization  of  the  mothex. 

Ptolemy  places  his  man-eaters,  and  where  countxy. 

The 
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The  far  fpread  lawns ;  the  ikirting  hills  obey 
The  barbarous  Avas  and  the  Bramas*  fway. 
Lo,  diftant  far  another  mountain  chain 
Rears  its  rude  cliffs,  the  Guios'  dread  domain ; 
Here  brutalized  the  hijman  form  is  feen. 
The  manners  fiend-like  as  the  brutal  mein : 
With  frothing  jaws  they  fuck  the  human  blood 
And  gnaw  the  reeking  *  limbs,  their  fweeteft  food  ; 


QooK  X.. 


^  jfful  gna^w  the  reeking  iimis,  Mttch 
has  been  faid  on  this  fubjed,  Come  denying 
and  others  afferting  the  exiftence  of  An- 
thropophagi or  man-eaters.  Porphyry, 
(de  Abftin.  1.  4.  S  21.*)  fays  that  the 
Madagetx  and  Der bices  (people  of  north- 
eaftern  Afia)  efteeming  thofe  mod  mifer- 
able  who  died  of  ficknefs,  when  their  pa- 
rents and  relations  grew  old,  killed  and  eat 
them,  holding  it  more  honourable  thus  to 
confume  them,  than  that  they  fhouM  be  de- 
llroyed  by  vermin.  Hieronymus  has  adopted 
this  word  for  word,  and  has  added  to  it  an 
authority  of  his  own,  Quid  loquar,  fays 
he,  (Adv.  Jov,  1.  2.  c.  6.)  de  caeteris  natio- 
nibus ;  cum  ipfe  adolefcentulus  in  Gallia 
viderim  Scotos,  gentcm  Britannicam,  hu- 
manis  vefci  camibas,  ct  cum  per  fylvas  por- 
corum  greges  &  armentorum,  pecudumque 
reperiant,  pailorum  nates,  et  fseminarum 
papillas  fokre  abfcinderc,  8c  has  folas  ci- 
borum  delicias  arbitrari  ?  Mandevylle  ought 
next  to  be  cited.  "  Aftirwarde  men  gon 
be  many  yles  be  fee  unto  a  yle  that  men 
depen  Milhe :  there  is  a  full  curfed  P^plc : 
thei  dely  ten  in  nc  thing  more  than  to  ngnten 
and  to  He  men,  and  to  drynken  gladlyeft 
mannes  blood,  which  they  dcpen  Dieu." 
p.  235.  Yet  whatever  abfurdity  may  ap- 
pear on  the  face  of  thefe  tales ;  and  what 
can  be  more  abfurd,  than  to  fuppofe  that  a 
few  wild  Scots  or  Irifli  (for  the  name  was 


then  proper  to  Ireland)  fliooM  fo  lord  it  in 
Gaul,  as  to  eat  the  breafb  of  the  women  and 
the  hips  of  the  (hepherds  ?  Yet  whatever 
abfurdities  our  Mandevylles  may  have  ob- 
truded on  the  public,  the  evidnice  of  the 
fa6i  is  not  thereby  wholly  deftroyed. 
Though  Dampier  and  other  vifiters  of  bar- 
barous nations  have  a/Tured  us  that  they 
never  met  with  any  man-eaters,  and  though 
Voltaire  has  ridiculed  the  opinion,  yet  one 
may  venture  the  afTertion  of  their  exiftence, 
without  partaking  of  a  credulity  fimilar  to 
that  of  thofe  foreigners,  who  believed  diat 
the  men  of  Kent  were  bom  with  tails  like 
(heep,  (fee  Lambert's  Peramb.)  the  punifh- 
ment  inflidted  upon  them  for  the  murder  of 
Thomas  a  Becket.  Many  are  the  credible 
accounts,  that  different  barbarous  nations 
ufed  to  eat  their  prifoners  of  war.  Ac- 
cording  to  the  authentic  testimony  of  the 
bed  Portuguefe  writers,  the  natives  of  Bra- 
zil, on  their  high  fefiivals,  brought  forth 
their  captives,  and  after  many  barbarous 
ceremonies,  at  laft  roalled  and  greedily  de- 
voured their  mangled  limbs.  During  his 
torture,  the  unhappy  vidlm  prided  himfelf 
in"  his  manly  courage,  upbraiding  their  want 
of  (kill  in  the  art  of  tormenting,  and  tell- 
ing his  murderers  that  his  belly  had  been 
the  grave  of  many  of  their  relations.  Thus 
the  fa^  was  certain,  long  before  a  late  voyage 
difcovcrcd  the  horrid  pradlicc  in  New  /t^- 
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Horrid  with  £gured  fcams  of  burning  fteel 
Their  wolf-like  fr0woq  their  ruthlcfs  luft  revieal. 
Cambaya  there  the  bluc-tiqged  Mecon  laves,    . 
Mecon  the  eaftern  Nile,  whofc  fwelling  waves. 
Captain  of  rivers  named,  o'er  many  a  clime 
In  annual  period  pour  their  fattening  dime. 
The  fimple  natives  of  thefe  lawns  believe 
That  other  worlds  the  fouls  of  hearts  "  receive ; 


land.  To  drink  bun^an  blood  bas  been 
more  common.  Tbe  Gauls  and  otber  an- 
%  cient  nations  pra^Ifed  it.  Wben  Magal- 
baens  propofed  Cbriftianity  to  the  King  of 
Suboy  a  nortli  eaftern  Afiatic  iflandt  and 
when  Francis  de  Cailro  dijfcovered  Santi^ 
gana  and  other  iflands,  an  hundred  leagues 
north  of  the  Maluccos,  the  converiion  of 
their  kings  was  confirmed  by  each  party 
drinking  of  the  blood  of  the  other.  Our 
poet  Spenfer  tells  ns»  injhisViewof  the  State 
of  Ireland,  that  he  lias  feen  the  Iriih  drink 
human  blood,  jparticularly  he  adds,  *'  at 
the  execution  of  a  notable  traitor  at  Lim- 
merick,  called  Murrogh  O'Brien,  I  faw  an 
old  woman,  who  was  his  fofter-mother,  uke 
op  his  head  whilil  he  was  q;uartering,  and 
fuck  up  all  the  blood  th^t  run  thereout, 
faj^ing,  that  the  earth  was  not  worthy  to 
drink  it,  and  therewitli  alfo  flceped  her 
face  and  breafi  and  tore  her  hair,  cr)'ing  out 
and  thrieking  moll  terribly."  It  is  worthy 
of  regard  that  the  cuilom  of  markinjg; 
themfelves  with  hot  irons,  and  tattooin^^  is 
the  charad>eriftic  both  of  the  Guios  of  Ca- 
mocns  and  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of 
New  Zealand.  And  if,  as  its  animals  in- 
dicate, the  ifland  of  Otaheite  was  firft  peo* 
pled  by  a  Ihipwrcck,  the  friend  (hip  exifting 
m  a  (mall  fociety  might  eaiily  obliterate,  the 
mrmory  of  one  cuilom,  while  the  Tefs  un- 
friendly one  of  tattooing  was  handed  down, 
a  memorial  that  they  ow^d  their  origin  to 
the  north  eaUern  parts  of  .^fia,  where  that 
cuilom  particularly  prevails. 

"'  —  other  <wfirUf  tbe  fcuh  of  beafls  re^ 

dive, ' That  queen  Elizabeth  reigned  in 

England,  is  not  more  certain  than  that  thtf 
ijioil  ignorant  natioi)s  in  all  ages  have  had 
the  idea  of  a  ftate  after  death.  The  fame 
&culty  which  is  confcious  of  cxiftence,  whif- 
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pers  the  wiih  for  it ;  and  fo  little  acquainted 
with  the  dedudlions  of  reafoning  have  fome 
tribes  been,  that  not  only  their  animals,  but 
even  the  ghofts  of  their  domellic  utenfils 
have  been  belie\'ed  to  accompany  them  in 
the  iflands  of  the  Blefled.  Long  ere  the 
voice  of  philofophy  was  heard,  the  opinion 
of  an  after  Hate  wsft  popular  in  Greece. 
The  works  of  Homer  bear  inconteilible 
evidence  of  this.  And  there  is  not  a  fea- 
ture in  the  hiHory  of  the  human  mind 
better  afcertained,  than  that  no  fooner  did 
fpeculation  feize  upon  the  topic,  than  be- 
lief declined,  and  as  the  great  Bacon  ob- 
ferves,  the  moft  learned  became  the  moH 
aiheillical  ages.  The  reafon  of  this  is  ob- 
vious. While  the  human  mind  is  all  fim- 
plicity,  popular  opinion  is  cordially  receiv- 
ed ;  hut  when  reafoning  begins,  proof  13 
expeded,  and  deficiency  of  demonllration 
bemg  perceived,  doubt  and  difbelief  natu- 
rally follow.  Yet  flrange  as  it  may  appear, 
if  the  writer's  memory  does  not  greatly  de^ 
ceive  him,  thefc  certain  fa6ls  were  denied 
by  Hobbes.  If  he  is  not  greatly  miftakcn, 
that  gentleman,  who  gave  a  ^vretched,  a 
moil  un  poetical  tranflation  of  Homer,  haa 
fo  grofsly  mifunderilood  his  author,  as  to 
aiTert  that  his  mention  of  a  future  ftate  was 
not  in  conformity  to  the  popular  opinion  of 
his  age,  but  only  his  own  poetical  fidlion. 
He  might  as  well  have  a/Tured  us,  that  the 
facrifices  of  Homer  had  never  any  exiilefice 
in  Greece.  But  as  no  abfurdity  is  too  grofs 
for  fome  geniufes,  our  murderer  of  Homer, 
our  Hobbes,  has  likewife  aiTerted,  that  the 
belief  of  the  immortality  of  the  human  mind 
was  the  child  of  pride  and  fpeculation,  un- 
known in  Greece  till  long  after  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  Iliad.  -   i 
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Where  the  fierce  murderer  wolf,  to  pains  diecrecfi^ 

Sees  the  mild  lamb  enjoy  the  heavenly  mead* 

Oh  gentle  Mecon,  on  thy  friendly  (hore 

Long  fhall  the  Mufe  her  fwccteft  offerings  pour  1 

When  tyrant  ire  chaff'd  by  the  blended  luft 

Of  Pride  outrageous,  and  Revenge  unjuft. 

Shall  on  the  guiltlefs  Exile  burft  their  rage. 

And  madning  tempefts  on  their  fide  engage, 

Preferved  by  heaven  the  fong  of  Lufian  fame,. 

The  fong,  O  Vasco,  facred  to  thy  name^ 

Wet  from  the  whelming  furge  fhall  triumph  o'er 

The  fate  of  (hipwreck  on  the  Mecon's  "  ftiore„ 

Here  reft  fecure  as  on  the  Mufe's  breaft ! 

Happy  the  deathlefs  fong,  the  Bard,  alas,  unblcil  I 

Chiampa  there  her  fragrant  coaft  extends. 
There  Cochinchina's  cultured  land  afcends  : 
From  Ainam  bay  begins  the  ancient  reign 
Of  China's  beauteous  art-adorn'd  domain  ; 
Wide  from  the  burning  to  the  frozen  fkies 
O'erflow'd  with  wealth  the  potent  empire  lies* 
Here  ere  the  cannon's  rage  in  Europe "  roar'd. 
The  cannon's  thunder  on  the  foe  was  pour'd  : 

■  Oh  gentle  Mecon,      ■■  ■  It  was  on  the  jpart  of  a  Tranflator  to  add  a  warmth  of 

aioath  of  this  river  that  Camoens  fuffered  the  colouring  to  a  jpalTage  of  this  nature.     For 

unhappy  fhipwreck  which  rendered  him  the  the  literd  tranuation  of  this  place  and  &r- 

fport  6f  fortune  during  the  remainder  of  ^  ther  particulars,  fee  the  Life  of  Camoens. 
his  life.     Our  Poet  metions  himfelf  and  the  **  Here  ere  the  eannom^s  rage  in  Europe 

iaving  of  his  Lufiads  with  the  greatefl  mo*  fMrV— —  According  to  Le  Conue^s   me* 

dcfl^.    Bat  thouj^  this  indi£erence  has  its  moirs  of  China,  ancf  thofe  of  other  travel* 

beauty  in  the  original^  it  is  certainly  the  krs,  the  mariner's  oompafi,  fire*arms,  and 
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And  here  the  trembling  needle  foaght  the  north* 
Ere  Time  in  Europe  brought  the  bonder  forth. 


'|Biif tin  j  w^t€  Inofhn  hi  that-  tm^rtf  long 
4>e  the  invention  of  theft  arts  in  Earope, 
Bttt  the  accoonts  tf  Du  Halde,  Le  Compte, 
<«nd  the  other  Jefutts.  are  by  n6  means  to 
he  depended  on.  It  was  their  intereft,  in 
ettier  to  gain  credit  in  Enrope  a^d  at  the 
^eonrt  ^  Rome,  tio  magnify  the  fplendor  of 
-the  .empire  whert  their  miffion  lay:,  -  and 
thejr  here  nagniiM  it  into  Romance  itfelf. 
Ir  If  pretends  that  the  Chinefe  ofed  fire* 
arms  in  their  wars  with  Zenghis  Khan,  and 
Tamerlane ;  hot  it  is  alfo  faid  that  the  Sog- 
^ianians  oftd  cannon  againil  Alexander, 
The  mention  of  any  ftilphnroas  compofition 
in  an  old  writer  is  witn  fome  immediately 
converted  into  a  regular  tire  of  artillery; 
The  Chinefe,  indeed,  on  the  firil  arrivat 
•of  Europeans,  had  a  kind  of  mortars,  which 
they  'called  fire-pans,  but  they  were  nttcr 
ftrangers  to  the  fmaller  fire-arms.  Verbicft, 
ia  Jeiuit,  was  the  firft  who  tat^ht  them  to 
make  brafs  cannon  fet  npon  wheels.  And 
even  fy  late  as  thd  hoftile  menance  which 
Anfon  ^avc  them,  they  knew  not  how  to 
level  or  manage^  their  ordnance  to  any  ad- 
vantage. Their  printing  is  indeed  mnch 
inoie  ancient  than  that  of  Euifope,  but  it 
•does  not  deferve  the  fame  name,  the  blocks 
•af  wood  with  which  they  ftamp  their  iheets 
1)eing  as  inferior  to  the  «ie  of,  as  difl«rent 
from  the  moveable  types  ef  Europe.  The 
Chinefe  have  no  idea  of  the  graces  of  fine 
Writing ;  here  moA  pfobably  the  faalt  exiis 
in  their  language;  buc  the  total  want  of 
nature  in  their  pdnting  and  -of  fymetry  in 
•their  archite^uie,  in  both  of  which  they 
'have  fb  long  been  experienced.  afi%>rd  a 
heavy  accuiation  again  ft  their  genius.  But 
in  planning  gardens,  and  in  the  arts  of 
beautifying  the  fece  of  their  coanhTi  they 
are  unequ  vlled.  Yet  even  in  therr  boafted 
^trdening  their  genius  ftandi  accufed.  The 
art  of  ingrafting,  fo  long  kflfown  to  Enrope,- 
h  ftill  unknown  to  tkdin.  And  hence  th^tr 
fruits  are  y;»ftly  inferior  in  fiavour  to  thofo 
of  jhe  weftem  world.  The  amazing  wait 
ef  defence  againftthc  Tartars,  though  1500 
miles  in  extent,  is  a  labour  inferior  to  the 
canals,  lined  on  the  fides  with  hewn  Hone,  ' 
which  every  where  enrich  and  adorn  their 
country  J  (onw  of  which  reach  1000  miles, 
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and  ate  of  depth  to  t:arry  veffels  of  burthen. 
Thefe  grand  remains  of  antiqaity  prove 
there  was  a  time  when  the  Chinefe  were  a 
much  more  accompliihed  people  than  at 
prefent.  Though  their  pnnces  for  thefe 
many  centnries  have  difcovered  no  fuch  ef* 
Ibrts  of  ^ius  af  thefe,  the  induftry  of  the 
people  ftill  remains,  in  which  they  rival  and 
refemble  the  Dutch.  In  every  other  refpedt 
they  are  the  moil  unamiable  of  mankind : 
Amazingly  uninventive,  for,  though  pof- 
feifed  of  them,  the  arts  have  nrade  no  pro- 
grefs  among  the  Chineie  thefe  manv  cen* 
turies :  Even  whit  they  were  taught  by  the 
Jefuits  is  almoft  loft :  So  falfe  in  their  deal- 
ings, they  boaft  that  none  but  a  Chinefe  can 
dieat  a  Chineft:  The  crime  which  difgraoes 
human  nature,  is  in  diis  nation  of  aUiiefts 
and  the  moft  flupid  of  all  idolaters,  common 
as  that  chartered  hhertinty  the  Air.  Defti* 
tttte  even  in  idea  of  that  elevation  of  foul, 
which  is  exprefifed  by  the  befi:  fenfe  of  the 
word  piety,  in  the  time  of  calamity  whole 
provinces  are  defolated  by  felf-murder ;  aii 
end,  as  Hunie  fays  of  fome  of  the  ad« 
mired  names  of  andquify,  not  unworthy  of 
fo  deteflable  a  chai»aaer :  And,  as  it  is  al- 
ways found  congenial  to  bafenefs  of  heart, 
the  mod  daftardly  cowardice*  comp^ats  the 
defcription  of  that  of  the  Chinefe. 

Uniinproved  as. their  arts  is  dielr  learn- 
iifg.  Though  their  language  confifts  of 
lew  words,  it  is  almoft  imj)offible  (or  a 
ftranger  to  attain  the  art  of 'fpeaking  it. 
And  what  an  European  learh^  ere  he  is 
feyen  years  old,  to  read,  is  the  labour  of  the 
life  of  a  Chinefe.  lo  place  of  our  24  let- 
ters, they  have  more  than  60,000  marks, 
which  compofe  their  writings ;  and  their 
paucity  of  words,  all  of  which  may  be  at- 
tained m  a  few  hours,  reouires  fuch  an  in^ 
finite  variety  of  tone  and  a^ion,  that  th^ 
fiighteil  miflake  in  modulation  renders  tlt0 
Q)eaker  unintelligible.  And  in  addrefitng 
a  gp'eat  man,  in  place  of  iny  Lord,  you 
may  call  him  a  heaft^  the  word  b^ing  the 
fame,  all  the  dlfierence  confiding  in  the 
tune  of  it.  A  langiiage  like  this  muft  ever 
be  a  bar  to  the  progrefs'  ^nd  aceompHih- 
mcnts  of  Hteratorc,  <J>f  medidrie  liiey 
are  tery  i^gnonutt.  The-ginfeng,  whic9 
z  they 
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No  more  let  Egypt  boaft  her  mountain  pyres  ^ 
To  prouder  fam^  yon  bounding  wall  afpireSjr. 


they  pretended  was  an  univcrfal  remedy,  is 
found  to  be  a  root  of  no  fmgular  virtue. 
Tlieir  books  confiit  of  odes  without  poetry, 
and  of  moral  maxims,  excellent  in  them- 
felves,  but  witHbut  invefligation  or  rea ton- 
ing. For  to  philofophic&l  difcuiTion  and  the 
netaphyfics  they  feem  uti«f]y  Grangers,  and 
when  taught  the  mathematics  by  the  Jefuits, 
jthcir  greateft  men  were  loll  in  aftonifiiment. 
Whatever  their  political  wifdom  has  been, 
:k  prefent  it  is  narrow  and  barbarous, 
je^ous  leall  ftrangers  Acal  their  arts,  arts 
which  are  excelled  at  Drefden  and  other 
parts  of  Europe,  they  preclude  ihcmfclves 
from  the  great  advantages  which  arifc  frpm 
an  intercourfe  with  civilized  nations.  Vet 
in  the  laws  which  they  impofe  on  every 
foreign  fliip  which  enters  their  ports  for 
traffic,  they  even  exceed  tl*e  cunnin?  and 
avarice  of  the  Hollanders.  In  their  inter- 
pal  policy  the  military  government  of  Rome 
under  the  emperors  is  revived  with  accu-' 
Biulated  barbarifm.  la  every  city  and  pro* 
Tince  tlie  military  are  the  conilables  and 
peace  officers.  What  a  pidore  is  this  I 
Nothing  but  Chinefe  or  Dutch  induilry 
could  preferve  the  traffic  and  population  of 
a  country  under  the  controul  of  armed  ruf- 
fians. But  hence  the  emperor  has  leifure 
to  cultivate  his  gardens,  and  to  write  def-< 
picable  odes  to  his  concubines. 

Whatever  was  their  niolft  ancient  doftrlne, 
certain  it  is  that  tlie  legiflators  who  formed 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  China  prefcnted  to 
their  people  no  other  objeft  of  worlhip  than 
Tnn  Kamiit  the  material  heavens  and  their 
influencing  power ;  by  which  an  intelligent 
principle  is  excluded.  Yet  finding  that  the 
human  mind  in  the  rudcA  bi^afts  is  con- 
fcious  of  its  weaknefs,  and  prone  to  believe 
the  occurrences  of  life  under  the  power  of 
lucky  or  unlucky  obfervances,  they  permitted 
their  people  the  ufe  of  facrifices  to  thefe 
Lucrctian  Gods  of  fuperflitious  fear.  Nor 
was  the  principle  of  devotion  imprinted  by 
heaven  in  the  human  heart  alone  perverted ; 
another  unextinguifhable  paflion  was  alfo 
mifled,  On  tables,  in  every  family,  are 
written  the  names  of  the  lafl  three  of  their 
anceitors,  added  to  each,  Here  refts  bis  foui^ 
and  before  thefe  ubles  they  bum  incenfe  and 


pay  lacjordtioa .  .  (^oafucius,  •  who,  |iGCording> 
to  their  hitiories,  had  been  in  the  Weft  about 
50c  years  before  the.Chffiftian  xra,  appears 
to  be  only  the  confirnier  of  their  old  opi- 
nions; but  the  accounts  pf  him  aod  hia 
dodrine  arc  involved  •  in  uncertainty.  la 
their  places  of  worQup  however,  boards  are  ' 
fct  up,  infccibed*  This  is  tbt/eat  tftbtfiul 
of  Cenfudus,  and  to  thefe  and  their  an- 
ceAors  they  celebrate  foleron  faaifices^  with* 
out  feeming  to  poil'efs  any  idea  of  the  in- 
tclle^\ual  exi Hence  of  the  departed  mind. 
The  Jefuit  Ricci^  and  his  brethren  of  the 
Chinefe  miffion,  •  'very  bwefily  told  their 
converts,  that  TVrir  was  the  God  of  the 
Chriftians,  and  tliat  the  label  of  Confucius 
was  the  term  by  which  they  exprcfTed  his 
divine  majefty.  But  after  a  long  and  ievere 
fcrutiny  at  the  Court  of  Rome,  Tien  was 
found  to  fignify  nothing  more  than  bea* 
ijenly  or  uni^erj^l  matter^  and  tlie  Jefuits 
of  China  were  ordered  to  renounce  this 
herefy.  Among  all  the  fe6ls  who  worlhip 
different  idols  in  China,  there  is  only  one 
who  have  any  tolerable  idea  of  the  immor- 
tality of  the  foul ;  and  among  theCe,,  fays 
Leland»  Chriftianity  at  prefent  obtains  fome 
footing.  Bat  the  moft  interefting  particulai 
of  China  yet  remains  to  be  ntentioned. 
Confcious  of  the  obvious  tendency,  Voltaire 
and  others  have  triumphed  in  the  great  anti- 
quity of  the  Chinefe,  and  in  the  dilUnt period 
they  afcribe  to  the  creation.  But  the  bubble 
cannot  bear  the  touch.  If  fome  Chinefe 
accounts  nx  the  sera  of  creation  40000  years 
ago,  others  are  contented  with  no  lefs  than 
88495  5.  But  who  know&  not  that  every  na- 
tion has  its  Gcoffry  of  Monmouth  ?  And  we 
have  already  obferved  the  legends  which  took 
their  rife  from  the  Annus  Magnus  of  the 
Chaldean  and  Egyptian  allronomers,  an  ap- 
parent revohition  of  the  flars,  which  ia 
reality  has  no  exillence.  To  the  fancyful, 
who  held  this  Annus  Magnus,  it  feemed 
hard  to  fuppofe  that  our  world  was  in  its 
firft  revolution  of  the  great  year,  and  to 
fuppofe  that  many  were  paft  was  eafy.  And 
that  this  was  the  cafe  we  have  abfolute 
proof  in  the  dodlrines  of  the  Bramins,  (fee 
the  note  on  the  VII.  Lufiad)  who,  though 
they,  talk  of  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  years 

which 
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A  prouder  boaft  of  jpgal  power  difplays 
Than  all  the  world  beheld  in  ancient  days. 


which  are  paft,  yet  confefs,  that  this,  the 
fourth  world,  has  oot  yet  attamcd  its  6oootk 
yesr.  And  much  within  this  compafs  arc 
all  the  crv-'dible  proofs  of  Chinefe  antiquity 
comprehended.  To  three  heads  all  thew 
proofs  are  rcduceable.  Their  form  of  go- 
vernment, which,  till  the  conqueft  of  the 
Tartars  in  1644,  bore  the  marks  of  the 
highefl  antiquity;  their  afh-onomical  ob- 
fervations,  and  their  hiflory. 

Simply  and  purely  patriarchal  every  fa- 
ther was  the  magillrate  in  his  own  family, 
and  the  emperor,  who  afled  by  his  fubfli- 
tutes  the  Mandarines,  was  venerated  and 
obeyed  as  the  father  of  all.  The  moft  paf- 
fivu  fubmiflion  to  authority  thus  branched 
out  was  inculcated  by  Confucios  and  their 
other  philofophers  as  the  greateft  duty  of 
morality.  But  if  there  is  an  age  in  facred 
or  prophane  hiftory,  where  the  manners  of 
mankind  are  thus  delineated,  no  fupenor 
antiquity  is  proved  by  the  form  of  Chinefe 
government.  Their  ignorance  of  the  very 
ancient  art  of  ingrafting  fruit-trees,  and 
the  flate  of  their  language,  fo  like  the 
Hebrew  in  its  paucity  of  words,  a  paucity 
charaderiilical  of  the  ages  when  the  ideas 
cf  men  required  few  fyllables  to  clothe 
them,  prove  nothing  farther  than  the  early 
fcparation  of  the  Chinefe  colony  *  from 
the  reft  of  mankind.  Nothing  farther, 
except  that  they  have  continued  till  very 
lately  without  any  material  intercoufe  with 
the  other  nations  of  the  world. 

A   continued  fuccelHon  of  aflronomical 


obfervations,  for  4000  years,  was  claimed 
by  the  Chinefe,  when  they  were  Br^  vifited 
by  the  Europeans.  Voltaire,  that  Jon  of 
truths  has  often  with  great  triumph  men- 
tioned the  undubitable  proofs  of  Chinefe 
antiquity ;  but  at  thefe  times  he  mud  have 
received  his  information  from  the  fame 
dream  which  told  him  that  Camoens  ac- 
companied his  friend  Gama  in  the  voyage 
which  difcovered  the  Eaft  Indies.  U  Vol- 
taire and  his  difciples  will  talk  of  Chine/e 
aib-onomy  and  the  4X>oo  years  antiquity  of 
its  pcife6>ion,  let  them  enjoy  tvtiy  confc- 

Suence  whicli  may  poflibly  refult  from  it, 
ut  \tt  them  allow  the  fame  liberty  to 
others.  Let  tliem  allow  others  to  draw 
their  inferences  from  a  few  iiabbom  fads, 
fadls  which  demonftrate  the  ignorance  of 
the  Chinefe  in  albx)nomy.  The  earth, 
they  imagined,  was  a  great  plain,  of  which 
their  country  was  the  midft ;  and  fo  igno- 
rant were  they  of  the  caufe  of  eclipfes,  thac 
they  believed  the  fun  and  moon  were  ai- 
faolted,  and  in  danger  of  being  devoitred 
by  a  huge  dragon.  1  he  ftars  were  ooniider* 
ed  as  the  dire£kors  of  human  affairs,  and 
thus  their  boafted  aflronomy  ends  in  that  iilly 
impofition,  judicial  aftrology.  Though  they 
had  made  fome  obfervations  011  the  revolu- 
tions of  the  planets,  and  though  in  the  em- 
peror's palace  there  was  an  obfervatory,  the 
firft  apparatus  of  proper  inilruments  ever 
known  in  China  was  introduced  by  father 
Verbieft.  After  this  it  need  fcarcely  be  add- 
ed, that  their  aibonomical  obfervations  which 

pretend 


•  The  Chinefe  Colony  !  Yes,  let  phiio/bphy  fmilc;  let  her  talk  of  the  diHerent  fpecies  of  RicaMvhichaire 
found  in  every  country,  let  her  brand  as  abiurd  tlie  opinion  of  Montelquieu,  which  derives  all  tlie  humaa 
race  from  one  family.  I.ct  her  enjoy  lier  triumph.  Peace  to  her  inlblcnce,  peace  to  her  divams  and 
her  reveries.  But  let  common  fcnfe  be  contented  with  the  demon (Iration  (Sec  >^1ii(lon,  Bentley,  &c.)  that 
a  Creation  in  cver>'  country  is  not  w  anted,  and  that  one  family  is  fufficicnt  In  every  refpeft  for  the  purpoie. 
Jf  philo  bphy  will  talk  of  black  and  white  men  as  different  in  fpecies,  let  common  fcnCt  afk  her  for  a  de- 
monftmtion,  that  climate  and  manner  of  life  cannot  produce  this  ditfcrence,  and  let  her  add,  that  thero 
\i  the  Uron^a  prefumiitive  exi^erimental  proof,  that  the  dilference  thus  hap|>ens.  If  philoHiphy  draw  her 
inferences  from  the  different  pafHons  of  different  tribes;  let  common  fcofe  reply,  tliat  llript  of  every 
accident  of  brutalization  and  urbanity,  the  human  mind  in  all  its  faculties,  all  its  motives,  hopes  and  fears^ 
U  mofl  wonderfully  the  fame  in  every  age  and  country.  If  philofbphy  talk  of  the*  impoflibility  of  peo^ 
pling  difhmt  iflands  and  continents  from  one  family,  let  common  ftnfe  tell  her  to  read  Bryant's  Mytholofy. 
If  philofophy  aflcrt  that  the  Celts  where  ever  they  came  found  Aborigiaes,  let  common  /enfie  reply,  there 
were  tyrants  enough  almoQ  aooo  yexrs  before  their  emigrations,  to  drive  the  wretched  furvivers  of  flaugh'* 
tered  hofls  to  the  remoteAs  wilds.  £>he  may  alio  add,  Uiat  ma<iy  iflands  have  been  found  vihich  bgre  not 
one  trace  of  mankind,  and  tliat'even  Otaheite  bears  the  evident  murks  of  receiving  its  inhabitants  from  a 
(hipwreck,  its  only  animals  being  the  hog,  the  dog,  and  the  rat.  In  a  word,  let  common  feme  fay  to 
~phik>fpphy,  "  i  open  my  egg  with  a  pcn-knilc,  but  you  open  your>  with  tlie  blow  of  u  ilcdje  hammef.** 


J 
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Not  built,  created  feems  the  frowning  mound  j 

O'er  loftieft  mountain  tops  and  vales  profound 

Extends  the  wondrous  length,  with  warlike  caftlcs  crown'd, 

Immenfe  the  northern  waftcs  their  horrors  '  fpread ; 

In  froft  and  fnow  the  feas  and  (horcs  are  clad. 

Thefe  fliores  forfake,  to  future  ages  due : 

A  world  of  iflands  claims  thy  happier  view. 

Where  lavifli  Nature  aU  her  bounty  pours. 

And  flowers  and  fruits  of  every  fragrance  (howers^ 

Japan  behold  ;  beneath  the  globe's  broad  face 

Northward  (he  fmks,  the  nether  feas  embrace 


pretend  an  antiqmty  of  4000  years,  are  as 
talfe  as  a  Welch  genealogy,  and  that  the 
Chinefe  themfdvcs,  when  inibu^ed  by  the 
Jefuits,  were  obliged  to  own  that  their  calcu- 
lations were  erroneous  and  impofiible.  The 
great  credit  and  admiration  which  their  aA 
trooomical  and  mathematical  knowledge 
procured  to  the  Jefiuts,  afibrd  an  indabi** 
table  con&raadon  of  thefe  fads. 

Ridicnious  as  their  aftronomical,  amheir 
kiftorical  andqnities.  After  all  Voltaire  has 
£iid  of  it,  the  oldeft  date  to  which  their 
hi^ry  pretends  is  not  mnch  above  4000 
years.  During  thb  period  2^6  kings  have 
leign^d,  of  22  difiercnt  families.  The  firft 
king  reiened  ico  years*  then  we  hivh  tho 
names  of  feme  others,  but  without  any  de- 
tail of  adions,  or  that  concatenation  of 
events  which  difUnguifhes  authentic  htftory. 
Tliat  mark  of  truth  does  not  begin  to  ap* 
pear  for  upwards  of  2000  years  of  the  Chi- 
ne (c  legends.  Little  more  than  the  names 
of  kings,  and  theic  often  interrupted  with 
wide  chafms,  compofe  all  the  annals  of  . 
China,  till  about  the  period  of  the  Chriflian 
Something  like  a  hiiVory  then  com- 


sera. 


mences,  but  that  is  again,  interrupted  by  a 
wide  chafm,  which  the  Chinefe  know  not 
liow  to  fill  up  otherwife,  than  by  afTerting 
•4hat  a  century  or  two  elapfed  in  the  time,  and 
that  at  fuch  a  period  a  new  family  mounted 
tlK  throne.    Such  is  the  luftory  of  China, 


lull  brother  in  every  ^mily  Feature  to  tliofe 
Mcynkiih  tales,  which  fent  a  daughter  of 
Pharoah  to  be  queen  of  Scotland,  which 
fent  Bnitus  to  England,  and  a  grandibn  of 
Noah  to  leach  (ctool  among  the  «ioimtainf 
in  Wales* 

P  Jmmenfi  th§  northerfi  nvmfiu  their  Sortfrt 

ffread. Tartary,    Siberia,    Samoyada, 

Kamchatki,  frc  A  fhort  account  of  tho 
Grand  Lama  of  Thibet  Tartary  (hall  conw 
plete  our  view  of  the  fuperftitions  of  tho 
Baft.  While  the  other  Pagans  of  Alia 
worfhip  the  moll  ugly  monftrous  idols,  the 
Tartars  of  Thibet  adore  a  real  living  God.  * 
He  fits  crofs-legged  on  his  throne  in  the 
great  Temple,  adorned  with  gold  and  dia- 
monds. He  never  fpeaks,  but  fometimfs 
elevates  his  hand  in  token  that  he  approves 
of  th(5  prayers  of  his  worfliippers.  He  is 
a  ruddy  well  looking  youne  man,  about  2; 
or  27,  and  is  the  moft  milerable  wretch  on 
earth,  bein^  the  mere  puppet  of  his  priefL% 
who  difpatch  him  whenever  age  or  iicknefs 
make  any  alteration  inliis  features ;  and  ano- 
ther, inilru^ted  to  a£t  his  part,  is  put  in  his 
place.  Princes  of  very  diftant  provinces 
lend  tribute  to  this  Deity  and  implore  hia 
bleffin^,  and  as  Voltaire  has  merrily  told 
us,  think  themfelves  fecure  of  benediAion, 
if  favoured  uith  fbmething  from  his  God/hip^ 
eUccmed  more  facred  than  the  hallowed 
cow-dung  of  the  Bramins* 

Her 
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Her  eaftern  bounds ;  uditl:  jgloriioM  fraits^  ther^j. 
Ilhiflrious  Gaj^a^  £kall  thy  hibaurs  bear  i 
How  bright  a  diver  flune !  wlscn  iheavea*&  own  ^  loi^ 
From^  Pagan  drofs  fliall  purify  ber  or-c^ 
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Beneath  the  purple  wings  o£  fpreadiog  iBorn^ 
Behold  what  ifles  theie  gliiiieQii^g  ieas  adorn  ! 
Mid  hun'Breds  ycjt  mmamed,  TenwUte  Ijehold  I 
By  day  her  hilk  in  pitchy  <loud<  inroU'ds 
By  night  like  rolling  waves  the  Sheets  of  fire 
Blaze  o'er  the  feasy  and  high  to  heaven  afpire* 
For  Lufian  hands  here  blooms  the  fragrant  clove^ 
But  Lufian  blood  (hall  fprinkle  every  grove. 
The  golden  birds  that  ever  fail  the  &ies 
Here  to  the  fun  difplay  their  fhining  dyes* 
Each  want  fupplied  on  air  they  ever  foar ; 
The  ground  they  touch  not  till  they  breathe  no  '  more. 
Here  Banda's  ides  their  fair  embroidery  fpread 
Of  various  fruitage,  azure,  white,  and  red ; 


<i  Hovj  bright  a  Jtl<ver  mine.  By  this 
beautiful  metaphor,,  omitted  by  Camera, 
Camoens  alludes  to  the  great  fuccefs,  which 
in  his  time  attended  the  Jefuit  miflkmaries 
in  Japan.  James  I.  fent  an  embaiT^  to  the 
ibvereign,  and  opened  a  trade  with  this 
country,  but  it  was  foon  fafiered  to  decline. 
The  Dutch  are  the  only  Europeans  who  now 
traffic  with  the  Japonefe,  which  it  is  faid 
they  obtain  by  trampling  on  the  crofs  and 
by  abjorinc;  the  Chriltian  name.  In  re- 
ligion the  Japonefe  are  much  the  iame  as 
their  neighbours  of  Chfaia.    And  in  the 


frequency  of  felf-murder,  ^ys  Voltaire, 
they  vie  with  their  brother  iflanders  of 
England. 

»  The  gr§imd  tbtj  touch  fi«/..— ^Thefe 
are  commonly  called  the  birds  of  Paradife. 
It  was  the  old  erroneous  opinion  that  they 
aiwavs  ibared  in  the  air,  and  that  the 
female  hatched  her  young  on  the  back 
of  the  male.  Their  feathers  bear  a 
mixture  of  the  moil  beautiful  azure,  purple 
and  golden  colours,  which  have  a  fine  ef« 
fed  in  the  rays  of  the  fun. 


And 
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And  birds  of  every  beauteous  plume  difplay 
Their  glittering  radiance,  as  from  fpray  to  fpray. 
From  bower  to  bower  on  buiy  wings  they  rove. 
To  feize  the  tribute  of  the  fpicy  grove, 
Borneo  here  expands  her  ample  breaft. 
By  Nature's  hand  in  woods  of  camphirc  dreft; 
I'he  precious  liquid  weeping  from  the  trees 
Glows  warm  with  health,  the  balfom  of  difeafe. 
Fair  are  Timora's  dales  with  groves  array'd. 
Each  rivulet  murmurs  in  the  fragrant  fhade. 
And  in  its  chryftal  breaft  diiplays  the  bowers 
Of  Sanders,  bleft  with  health-re ftoring  powers. 
Where  to  the  fouth  the  world's  broad  furface  bends, 
Lo,  Sunda's  realm  her  fpreading  arms  extends. 
From  hence  the  pilgrim  brings  the  wondrous  *  tale, 
A  river  groaning  through  a  dreary  dale. 
For  all  is  ftone  around,  converts  to  ftone 
Whatever  of  verdure  in  its  breaft  is  thrown. 
Lo,  gleaming  blue  o'er  fair  Sumatra's  fkies 
Another  mountain's  trembling  flames  arife ; 
Here  from  the  trees  the  gum  all  fragrance  fwclls. 
And  fofteft  '  oil  a  wondrous  fountain  wells. 

•  from  hence  the  pilgrim  brings  the  ivon-  channeU  harden  into  flonc  and  incruft  the 

ilroMS  tale  Streams  of  this   kind  are  original  retainers. 

common  in  many  countries.      Callera   at-  *  Here  from  the  trees  the  gum Benja- 

tributes  this  quality  to  the  exceffive  cold  of  min,  a  fpecies  of  frnnkincenfe.     The   oil 

the  waters,  but  this  is  a  miilake.     The  wa-  mentioned  in  die  next  line,  is  thai  called 

icrs  of  fomc  fprinj[s  arc  impregnated  with  the  rock  oil,  a  black  fcetid  mineral  okuai, 

fparry  particles,  which  adhering  to  the  her-  good  for  bruiies  and  fpraiiks. 
hiLg<&  ox  the  clay  on  the  banks  of  their 

Nor 
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Nor  thefe  alone  the  happy  iflc  beftows. 
Fine  is  her  gold,  her  filk  rcfplendent  jglows. 
Wide  forefts  there  beneath  Maldivla*s  •  tide 
From  withering  air  their  wondrous  fruitage  hide. 
The  green-hair'd  Nereids  tend  the  bowery  dells, 
Whofe  wondrous  fruitage  poilbh's  rage  expells. 
In  Ceylon,  lo,  how  high  yon  mountain's  brows  I 
The  failing  clouds  its  middle  height  cnclofe. 
Holy  the  hill'  is  deem*d,  the  hallowed  "^  tread 
Of  fainted  footftep  marks  its  rocky  head. 
Laved  by  the  Red-fea  gulph  Socotra's  bowers  '      * 
There  boaft  the  tardy  aloe's  beauteous  flowers. 
On  Afric's  flrand  foredoom'd  to  Lufian  fway 
Behold  thefe  ifles,  and  rocks  of  duflcy  gray } 
From  cells  unknown  here  bounteous  ocean  pours 
The  fragrant  amber  on  the  fandy  (hores. . 
And  lo,  the  Ifland  of  the  *  Moon  difplays 
Her  vernal  lawns,  and  numerous  peaceful  bays  ; 


»  PTfi/e  forefts   thert^  beneath  MalM'via*s  Thi«  Ulc  feems  to  be  Jcwifli  or  Mohammc- 

/iVif.— — A  fea  plant,  refembling  the  palm^  dan,  for  the  natives,   according  to  Cajit. 

grows  in  great  abundance  in  the  bays  about  Knox^  who  was  twenty  years  a  captive  in 

the  Maldivian  iflands.    The  boughs  rife  to  Ceylon,  pretend  the  impreflion  was  made 

the  top  of  the  water,  and  bear  a  kind  of  by  the  God  Buddonv^  when  he  ^fcended  to . 

apple,  called  the  coco  of  Maldivig,  which  heaven,  after  having  for  the  falvation  oS 

is  efteemed  an  antidote  againil  poifon.  mankind,    appeared   on   the  earth.      His 

"*  -— ^  the  tread  of  Jointed  footftep  -*-^  prieils  beg  charity  for  the  fake  of  BuddonA^, 

The  imorint  of  a  human  foot  is  found  whofe  worihip  they  perform  among  groves 

on  the  high  mountain,  called  the  Pic  of  of  the  Bogahah-tree,   under  which,  when 

Adam.      Legendary  tradition    fays,    that  '  on  earth,  Uiey  fay  he  ufually  fat  and  taught, 

Adam,  after  he  was  expelled  from raradife,  «  Jnd  lo^  the  Ifland  of  the  Moon.^-^^^ 

did  penance  300  years  on  this  hill,  on  Madagafcar  u  thus  namea  by  the  natives, 
which  he  left  the  print  of  his  footftep. 
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The  halcyons  hovering  o!cr  Ac  fcays  are  feen^  ; 

And  lowing  herds  adorn  the  val«  of  green. 

Thus  from  the  cape  where  fail  was  ne'er  unfurl'd 
Till  thine  aufpicbus  fought  the  Eaftern  World, 
To  utmoft  wave  where  firft  the  morning  ftar.        . ,  , 
Sheds  the  pale  luftre  of  her  filver  car. 
Thine  eyes  have  view'd  the  empires  and  the  iiks. 
The  world  immenfe  that  crowns  thy  glorious  toils. 
That  world  where  every  boon  is  fhower'd  from  heaves, 
Now  to  the  Weft,  by  Thee,  Great  Chief,  U  ^  given. 

And  ftill,  oh  Bleft,  thy  peerlefs  honours  grow. 
New  opening  views  the  fmiling  Pates  beftow. 
With  altered  face  th^  tooling  globe  behold; 
There  ruddy  evening  ftieds  her  beams  of  gold. 
While  now  on  Afric's  bofom  faintly  die 
The  laft  pale  glimpfes  of  the  twilight  jfky. 
Bright  o'er  the  wide  Atlantic  rides  the  morn. 
And  dawning  rays  another  world  adorn : 
To  fartheft  north  that  world  enormous  bends. 
And  cold  beneath  the  foutfaero'^ole-ftar  ends. 
Near  either  '  pole  the  barbarous  hunter  drcft 
In  Ikins  c^  bears  explores  the  frozen  wafte : 

y  New  to  the  WiJI^  hy  Thei^  Grtat  Chiefs  Homer  has  conckded  the  IGad. 

is  gvvin The  fabtimitY  of  this  eulogy  *  Ntar  eitbtr  fie        We  arc  now  pre- 

on  the  expedition  of  the  Lufiad  has  been  fented  with  a  beautiful  view  of  the  Aine- 

aheady  Oofer^ed.    What  fbllows  is  a  tiatH*  rican  world.    Columbus  difcoveied  the  Weft 

ral  completion  of  the  whole ;  and,  the  di*  Indies  before,   but  not  the  Continent  till 

^reffive  exclamation  at  the  end  excepted,  is  if9^>    ^^  V^^  ^^^  Gama  (ailed  from 

exa6^ly  fimilar  to   the  manner  in  which  loiobn. 

\Ybere 
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Where  fmUes  the  genial  fun  with  kinder  ray$» 
Proud  cities  tower^  and  gold-roofed  temples  bla^e* 
This  golden  empire,  by  the  heaven's  decree. 
Is  due,  Cafteel,  O  favoured  Power,  to  Thee  I 
Even  now  Columbus  o'er  the  hoary  tide 
Purfues  the  evening  fun,  his  navy's  guide. 
Yet  fhall  the  kindred  Lufian  fharc  the  reign. 
What  time  this  world  fhall  own  the  yoke  of  Spain. 
The  firft  bold  *hero  who  to  India's  fhores 
Through  vanquifli'd  waves  thy  open'd  path  explores. 
Driven  by  the  winds  of  heaven  from  Afric's  ftraod 
Shall  fix  the  Holy  Crofs  on  yon  fair  land. 
That  mighty  realm  for  purple  wood  rcnown'd. 
Shall  ftretch  the  Lufian  empire's  weftem  bound. 
Fired  by  thy  fame,  and  with  his  king  in  ire. 
To  match  thy  deeds  ihall  Magalhaens  *  afpire. 

*  7^/r^foA/^^r0— — Cabraly  the  firft  dercrvedly.  Juftice  to  tkenuneofthisgitcat 

after  Gama  who  failed  to  India,  was  driven  man  requires  an  examination  of  the  ckam. 

hf  Tempeft  to  the  Brazils,   a  proof  that  Ere  he  entered  into  die  fervioe  of  the  km|r 

mote  ancient  vovagers  might  have  met  wick  of  Spain  by  a  folemn  ad  he  unnatnralizM 

the  fatbe  fate.  He  named  the  coantry  Santa  jUunfelf.      Ofinius    is    very  ferere  againft 

Croz*   or  Holy  Crofs  ;   it   was  afterward  thi^  unavailing  rite»  and  argnes  that  no  in*> 

named  Brazil,  ftom  the  cokmr  of  the  wood,  jnry  which  a  prince  may  pdSbly  give,  can 

with  which  it  abounds.     It  is  one  of  the  ^^  authorize  a  fnbjed  to  ad  the  part  of  a  trayi- 

finefl  countries  in  the  new  world,  and  ftiU  (or  againft  his  native  country.    This  is  cer- 

lemains  fobjed  to  the  crown  of  Portugal.  tainly  true,  but  it  is  not  ftridly  applicable 

^  To  match  thy  dteds  fi>edl  Magdlhatm  »/•  CO  the  cafe  of  Magalhaens.     Many  eminent 

firt Camoens,  though  he  Imils  of  the  fervices  perfonned  in  Africa  and  India  en« 

adions  of  Magalhaens  as  an   honour  to  titled  him  to  a  certain  allowance,  which, 

Portugal,  yet  condemns  his  defedion  to  the  though  inconiiderable  in  itfelf,  was  efteem- 

king  of  Spain,  and  calls  him  ed  as  the  reward  of  diilinguifhed  merit,  and 

O  Magalbains,  mfeito  com  verdadi  therefore  highly  valued.    For  this  Magai- 

Portugtuz,  porem  na6na  leaUadi.  ^^^  petitioned  in  vain.     He  found,  lays 

Paria,    that    the   malicious  accufadons  of 

"  In  deeds  truly  a  Portuguefe,  but  not  in  fome  men  had  more  weight  with  his  fovc- 

loyahy.*'    And  others  hj^ve  beftowed  upon  reign  than  all  his  fervices.     After  this  un- 

him  the  name  of  Traytor,  but  perhaps  un*  worthy  repulfe,  what  patronage  at  the  court 

Pp  P  *                                                              of 
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In  all,  but  loyalty,-  of  Lufian  foul. 

No  fear,  no  danger  fhall  his  toils  controul. 


of  Lifbon  could  he  hope  ?  And  though  no 
injury  can  vindicate  the  man  who  draws  his 
fword  againft  his  native  country,  yet  no 
moral  duty  requires  that  he  who  has  fome 
important  difcoverv  in  meditation  (hould 
iline  his  defign,  if  uncountenanced  by  his 
native  prince.  It  has  been  alledged,  that 
he  embroiled  his  country  io  difputes  with 
Spain.  But  neither  is  this  flridtly  appli- 
cable to  the  negleded  Magalhaens.  The 
courts  of  Spain  and  Portugal  had  folemnly 
fettled  the  limits  within  which  they  were  to 
make  difcovories  and  fettlements,  and  with- 
in thefe  did  Magalhaens  and  the  court  of 
Spain  propofe  uiat  his  difcoveries  fhould 
terminate.  And  allowinc^  that  his  calcula- 
tions might  midead  him  beyond  the  bounds 
prefcribed  to  the  Spaniards,  (till  his  apology 
is  clear,  for  it  would  have  been  injurious  to 
each  court,  had  he  fuppofed  that  the  faith 
of  the  boundary  treaty  ^uld  be  trampled 
upon  by  either  power.  If  it  is  faid  that  he 
aggrandifed  the  enemies  of  his  country,  the 
Spaniards,  and  introduced  them  to  a  dan- 
gerous rivalfhip  with  the  Portuguefe  fettle- 
ments; let  the  fenlence  of  Faria  on  this 
fubjeft  be  remembered,  "  let  princes  be- 
ware, fays  he,  how  by  ncgleft  or  injulHce 
they  force  into  defpemte  adlions  the  men 
who  have  merited  rewards."  As  to  rival- 
fliip,  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Law,  a  North  Brifoii, 
is  appofite.  This  gentleman  wrote  an  ex- 
cellent trcatife  on  the  improvement  of  the 
trade  and  fifheries  of  his  native  country, 
but  his  propofals  were  totally  negledled  by 
the  commiiiioners,  whofe  office  and  duty  it 
was  to  have  patronifed  him.  Was  Law, 
therefore,  to  iit  down  in  obfcurity  on  a^ 
barren  field,  to  flifle  his  genius,  left  a  foreign 
power,  who  might  one  day  be  at  war  with 
Great  Britain,  fhould  be  aggrandifed  by  his 
efforts  in  commercial  policy?  No,  furely. 
Deprived  of  the  power  of  raifmg  himfelf 
at  home,  Mr.  Law  went  to  France,  where 
he  became  the  founder  of  the  Mififfippi  and 
other  important  fchemes  of  commerce ;  yet 
Law  was  never  branded  with  the  name  of 
traytor.  The  reafon  is  obvious.  The  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  was  carelefs  of 
what  they  loft  in  Mr.  Law,  but  the  Portu- 


guefe perceived  their  lofs  In  Magalhaens, 
and  their  anger  was  vented  in  reproaches^ 

In  the  end  of  the  1 5  th  and  bennning  of 
the  1 6th  centuries,  the  {pint  of  diicoverj 
broke  forth  in  its  greateft  vigour.  The  caft 
and  the  weft  had  been  vifited  by  Gama  and 
Columbus  ;  and  the  bold  idea  of  failing  to 
the  eaft  by  the  weft  was  revived  by  Magsil^ 
haens.  Revived,  for  mifled  by  Strabo  and 
Pliny,  who  place  India  near  to  the  weft  of 
Spain,  Columbus  expe6!ing  to  find  the  Ibdia 
of  the  ancients  when  he  landed  on  Hif* 
paniola,  thought  he  had  difcorered  the 
Ophir  of  .Solomon.  And  hence  the  naovQ 
of  Indies  was  given  to  that  and  the  neiglK 
bouring  iflands.  Though.  America  and  the 
Moluccas  were  now  found  to  be  at  a  great 
diftance,  the  genius  of  Magalhaens  ftill 
fuggefled  the  poftibility  of  a  weftem  paf^ 
fage.  And  accordingly,  pofTeffed  of  his 
great  d«(ign,  and  neg^le^ed  with  conteihpt 
at  home,  he  offered  his  fervice  to  the  court 
of  Spain,  and  was  accepted.  With  five 
fhips  and  250  men  he  failed  from  Spain  in 
September  15191  and  after  many  difficulties, 
occafioned  bv  mutiny  and  the  extreme  cold, 
he  entered  the  great  Pacific  Ocean  or  South 
Seas  by  thofe  ftraits  which  bear  his  Spanifh 
name  Magellan.  From  thefe  fh^iis,  in 
the  52y  degree  of  fouthem  latitude,  he 
Cravcrf^  diat  great  ocean,  till  in  the  10th 
degree  of  North  latitude  he  landed  on  the 
ifland  of  Subo  or  Marten.  The  king  of 
this  country  was  then  at  war  with  a  neigh- 
bouring prince,  and  Magalhaens,  on  con- 
dition of  his  converfion  to  chriftianity,  be- 
came his  auxiliary.  In  two  battles  the 
Spaniards  were  vidorious,  but  in  the  thirds 
Magalhaens,  together  with  one  Martinho,  a 
judicial  aftrologer,  whom  he  ufually  con- 
fulted,  was  unfortunately  killed.  Chagrin- 
ed with  the  difappointment  of  promlfed 
viilory,  the  new  baptized  king  of  Subo 
made  peace  with  his  enemies,  and  having 
invited  to  an  entertainment  the  Spaoiarda 
on  /Rore,  he  treacheroufly  poifoned  them 
all.  The  wretched  remains  of  the  fleet  ar- 
rived at  the  Portuguefe  fetllenients  in  the 
ifles  of  Banda  and  Ternate,  where  they 
were  received^  fays  Faria>  as  friends,  and 

not 
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Along  thefe  regional  from  the  burning  zone  ^  i    :^     ■ 

To  deepeft-ibuth  fieidarea  the  courfermilfLhowii*   /       .  ;..  .'j... 
While  to  the  kingdoms  of  the  rifing  day, 
To  rival  Thee  he  »holds  the  ivefterh  way, 
A  land  of  ""  giants  ihall  his  eyes  behold,  .  ,  ,  ; 

Of  camel  ftrength/. furpafltng  humin .mould;;;;    ,  .' 

And  onward  ftill,  thy  fame  his  proud  heart's  guide 
Haunting  him  unappeafed,  the  dreary  trde 
Beneath  the  fouthern  Aar's  cold  gleam  he  braves. 
And  ftems  the  whirls  .of  land-furroundcdwayes^  /     '/ 

Forever  facred  to  the  hero's  fame    .'    .'.     *      .  ,.  .         .     / 

Thefe  foaming  ftraits  (hall  bear  his  deathlefs  name. 
Through  thefe  dread  jaws  of  rock  he  prcflcs'on,  '^ 

Another  ocean's  breift,  inamcnfe,  unTcnown,  *;.  * 

Beneath  the  fouth's  cold  wings,  urimeafured,  wide,  • 

Receives  his  veflels ;  through  the  dreary  tide 

not  as  intruding  ftrangery  a  proof  that  the  which  is  at  the  mercy  of  Great  Britaiii^ 

boundary  tEMy  was-  c;fl^erped  fufGcientl]^  while  her  minifters  are  vnfe  enough  to  pre>i> 

facred.     Several  of  the  adventurers'  were  ferve  her  great  naval  fuperiority.     A  6i- 

fent  to  India,  and  from  thence  to  Spain,  in  braltar  in  the  South  Seas  is  only  wanting. 

Portuguefe  (hips,  one  fhip  only  being  in  a  But  when  this  is  mentioned,  who  can  with- 

condition  to  ret6n>  to  Eimipe  by  the  Cape  hold  his  eyes  from  the  ifthmns  of  Darien  ? 

of  Good  Hope.     This  vcflel,   named  the  the  rendezvous  appointed  by  nature  for  the 

Victoria,  however,  had  the  honottr  to  be  fleets  which  may  one  day  give  law  to  the 

the  firft  which  ever  furrourtded  the  globe ;  ^  Pacific  and   Atlantic  Oceans  :     A   fettle- 

an  honour  by  fome  ignorantly  attributed  to  ment  which  to-day  might  have  owned  fub- 

the  fhip  of  Sir  Francis  Drake.     Thus  un-  jedtion  to  Great  Britain,  if  juftice  and  honour 

happily  ended,  fays  Oforius,  the  expedition.  had  always  prefided  in  the  cabinet  of  Wil- 

of  Magalhaens.     But  the  good  Bi/nop  was  liam  the  Thirds 

imiflaken,  for  a  few  years  after  he  wrote,  ^  J  land  of  giants — The  Patagonians. 
and  fomewhat  upwards  of  fifty  after  the  Various  are  .the  fables  of  navigators  con- 
return  of  the  Vidoria^  Philip  II.  of  Spain  cernmg  thefe  people.  The  Spaniards  who 
availed  himfelf  of  the  difcoveries  of  Ma-  went  with  Maealhaens  affirmed  they  were 
galhaens.  And  the  navigation  of  the  South  about  ten  feet  m  height,  fince  which  voyage 
Seas  between  Spanifh  America  and  the  Aflan  diey  have  rifen  and  fallen  in  their  (laturc. 
Archipelago,  a(  this  day  forms  the  bails  of  according  to  the  different  humours  of  our 
^  power  of  Spain.    A  bafis,  however,  fea  wits. 

'    '   .  la 
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In  darkling  fliades^  where  never  xnan  before 
Heard  the  waves  howl^  be  dares  the  nameleA  (hwt. 

Thus  far,  O  favoured  Lufians,  bounteous  heaven 
Your  nation's  glories  to  your  view  haa  given* 
What  eniigns,  bla^ng  to  the  morn,  purfue 
The  path  of  heroes,  open'd  firft  by  You ! 
Still  be  it  your's  the  fifft  in  fame  to  ihine : 
Thus  fhall  your  brides  new  chaplets  ilill  entwine. 
With  laurels  ever  new  your  brows  enfold. 
And  braid  your  wavy  locks  with  radiant  gold« 

How  calm  the  waves,  how  mild  the  balmy  gale  ! 
The  halcyons  call,  ye  Lulians,  fpread  the  fail ! 
Old  ocean  now  appcafcd  fhall  rage  no  nciore, 
Hafte,  point  the  bowfprit  to  your  native  fliore : 
Soon  fhall  the  tranfports  of  the  natal  foil 
Overwhelm  in  bounding  joy  the  thoughts  of  every  toil* 

The  Goddefs  *  fpake ;  and  Vasco  waved  his  hand. 
And  foon  the  joyful  heroes  crowd  the  flrand. 


*  The  CbdJe/s  Jftaht ^Wc  ait  now  of  Love.    They  are  kd  to  the  palace  of 

come  to  the  condufion  of  the  fiftion  of  the  Thetis,  tfhere,  duHng  a  divine  waft,  they 

ifland  of  Venus,  a  fi^oa  which  is  divided  hear  the  glorioos  victories  aad  conqoefts  of 

into  three  princij>al  parts*    In  each  of  theie  die  heroes  who  ate  to  fucoeed  them  in  thuir 

the  poetical  merit  is  obvious,  nor  need  we  Indian  expedition,  fni^  bv  a  Syren  ;  and  the 

fear  to  aflert  that  the  happinefs  of  oar  an-  faceof  thegbbeitielf,deieribedby  theGod- 

thor,  in  nnidnff  all  theie  parts  together  in  defs,  ^fcoven  the  unit^cHe,  and  particdar- 

^e  great  q[>ifodc,  would  have  excited  the  ly  ^e  extent  of  the  Eaftera  World,  aow 

admiration  of  Longinns.    The  heroes  of  given  to  Europe  by  the  fueeeft  of  Gania. 

the  Lufiad  receive  their  reward  in  the  iftind  NeMer  in  >  grandeur  fKN*  in  4uippiiu6  jof 

completion 
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The  lofty  (hips  9fi^  -decperfd  b«rd»eiw  prove 
The  various  ^Jftiferoft  the  tflc^Jof-liovc.        < 
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completion  may  the  Eneid  or  OdyfTey  be 
mentioned  in  comparifon.  The  Hiad  alope, 
in  Epic  condud  (as  already  obferved)  bears 
a  ilrong  refemblance.  But  iio««iper  jveat 
in  other  views  of  poetical  merit,  the  eames 
at  the  funeral  of  P^Qrodik  and  theretbiip- 
tion  of  the  body  of  Heftof,  confidered  as 
the  interefBng  condufion  of,  a  .giea^  wh^, 
can  never  in  propriety  and  grandeur  be 
brought  into  compeution  with  theadmirabkf 

S)ifode  which  concludes  the  Poem  on  the 
ifcovery  of  India« 

Soon  after  the  appearance  of  flie  Lufiad, 
the  language  of  Spain  was  ^fo  eouched- 
with  an  heroic  poem.  The  aithor  of  which 
has  often  imitated  the  Portuguefe  ooet,  par- 
ticularly in  the  fidion  of  the  gkAe  of'thc 
world,  which  is  (hewed  to  Gama.  In  the 
Araucana,  a  globe  rurroan4ed  wythk  radiant 
fphere,  is  alfo  miraculoufly  fupported  in  the 
air ;  and  on  this  an  enchanter  ftews  ta  die 
Spaniards  the  extent  of  their  dominions  in 
the  new  world.  But  Don  Alooto  d'ArcHk 
is  in  this,  as  in  every  other  part  of  his 
poem,  greatly  inferior  to  the  poetical  ^irit 
of  Camoens.  Milton,  whofe  poetical  con- 
dud  in  concluding  the  adion  of  iiis  Ftua« 
dife  Loft,  as  already  pointed  out,  feems 
formed  upon  the  Lufiad,  appears  to  have 
had  this  pafTage  particularly  in  his  eye. 
For  though  the  machinery  of  a  vifienary 
fpherc  was  rather  improper  for  the  fitnation 
of  his  perfonages,  he  has  neverthelefs, 
though  at  the  expencc  of  an  impoilible  fup- 
peihaon,  given  Adam  a  inew  of  the  ter* 
reftial  glebe.  Michael  fets  the  Matr  a£ 
mankind  on  a  mcuntain. 

■  M    .—^  From  whofe  top 

The  hemifphere  of  earth  in  cleareft  ken 
SftretchM  out  to  tli'   ampieft  reaich  of  ptofpcA 

lay 

His  eye  might  there  command  wherever  ftood 

City  of  old  or  modern  fame,  the  Oat 

Of  mightiefl  empire,  from  the  deftined  walls 

Of  Cambalu   '  '     1,  kc. 

On  Europe  tlienee  and  -where  Rome  was  to  fway 

The  world- 

And  even  the  mendon  of  America  feems 

copied  by  Milton, 

■  ■  in  fpirit  perhapt  he  alio  Taw 
Kich  Mexico,  the  leat  of  Montezunae, 
Atnd  Cuico&n  Peru,  the  richer  feat 


Of  Atabalipa,  and  yet  unfpoiled 
Ouiaaa,  «Mtiofe  great  city  GeryonVibiis 

CallElDorado— — - 

It  muft  ^o  'be  owned  by  the  warmeft  ad- 
mirer-of  the  Paradife  .Loft,  that  the  ilc^ 
-fcription  of  Americfi  m  Caqioeiis, 

Vt«Mftgnmd«ieiH.  qoccontinpi' 

Vai  de  Califto  ao  feu  contrario  polo. 

To  f artbeft  north  that  world  enormoue  btndsi 
And  cold  beneath  the  fouihern  pole-ftar  ends-* 

Conveys  a  bolder  and  a  «ander  idea  than 
all  the  Aamei^Bnamerited£y  Milton.    ^ 

Sonio  Ihbrt  account  of  the  Writers, 
-whofe  fiui^iorities  have  b^en  addnoed  jo 
the  conrfe  of  thefe  notes,  may  not  now 
be  improper.  Femapdo  Lopez  de  Caf* 
tagiieda  went  to  India  on  purpofe  to  do 
honour  to  his  countrymen,  by  enabling  him-* 
feif  to  record  their  afUons  and  cosqwIU  in 
the  Eaft.  As  he  was  one  of  the  iirft  writers 
on  that  fnbjiDd,  liis  geography  is  d^en  ia- 
perfea.  This  defed  is  remedied  in  the 
writings  of  Jckn  de  JBarros»  who  was  par- 
ticularly attentive  to  this  head.  But  the 
two  moft  eminent,  as  well  as  fiiUeft,  writer^ 
on  the  tranfaflions  of  the  Portuguefe  in 
the  Eaft,  are  Manuel  de  Faria  y  Soiifa> 
knight  of  the  order  of  Chrift,  and  Hiero- 
nimus  Oforius,  biihop  of  Sylves.  Faria, 
who  wrotf  in  Spanlfti,  was  a  laborious  en- 
quirer, and  is  very  full  and  circumftantial. 
With  honeft  indignation  he  reprehends  the 
rapine  of  commanders  and  the  errors  and 
unworthy  refenfiments  of  kings.  But  he  is 
often  fo  dryly  particular,  that  he  may  rather 
be  called  a  joumalift  than  an  hiftorian* 
And  by  this  uninterefting  minutenefs,  his 
ftyle  for  the  greateft  part  is  rendered  in- 
elegant. The  Biftiop  of  Sylves,  however, 
claims  a  different  charadter.  His  latin  is 
elegant,  and  bis  manly  and  fentimental 
manner  entitles  him  to  the  name  of  Hi(^ 
torian,  even  where  a  Livy,  or  a  Tacitus^ 
are  ^  mentioned..  But  a  fentence  from 
himfelf,  unexpected  in  a  Father  of  the 
communion  of  Rome,  will  charadberife  the 
liberality  of  his  mind.  Talking  of  the 
edift  of  king  Emmanuel,  which  compelled 
the  Jews  to  embrace  Chriftianity,    under 

fevei-e 
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Nor  leave  the  youths  their  lovely  brides  behind, .    \ 

In  wedded  bands,  while  time  glides  on;  conjoin'dj 

Fair  as  immortal  fame  in  fmiles  array'd. 

In  bridal  fmiles,  attends  each  lovely  maid. 

O'er  India's  Sea,  wipg'd  on  by  balmy  gales 

Tliat  whifper'd  peace,  foft  fwell'd  the  fteady  fails : 

Smooth  as  on  wing  unmoved. the  eagle  flies. 

When  to  his  eyrie  clifF  he  fails  the  fkies. 

Swift  o'er  the  gentle  billows  of  the  tide. 

So  fmooth,  fo  foft,  the  prows  of  Gam  a  glide  ; 

And  now  their  native  fields,  for  ever  dear. 

In  all  their  wild  tranfporting  charms  appear ; 

And  Tago's  bofom,  while  his  banks  repeat 

The  fdunding  peals  of  joy,  receives  the  fleet. 

-With  orient  titles  and  immortal  fame 

The  hero  band  adorn  their  Monarch's  name ; 

Sceptres  and  crowns  beneath  his  feet  they  lay. 

And  the  wide  Eaft  is  doom'd  to  Lu^fian  •  fway. 

fevere  perfecution ;    Nee  ex  lege,   nee  ex  ligious  perfecution,  made  no  imprelEon  on 

religione  fadlum tibi  afTumas,  the  mind  of  that  bigotted  Princefs ! 

/ays  he,  ut  libertatem  voluntatis  impcdias,  ^  JnJ  the  nuide  Eaft  u  Jocm*d  to  Lufiam 

ct  vincala  meatibus  efFrenatis  iniicias  ?  At  /tv/n*—-Thus  in  all  the  force  of  ancient  ilm- 

id  neque  fieri  potclV,  neqac  Chriiti  fandtiffi-  plicity,  and  the  tr«e  fublime  ends  the  Poem 

mum  numen  approbaC,     Volantarium  enim  of  Camoens.      What  follows,    is  one  of 

facrificium  non  vi  male  coadum  ab  homi-  thofe  exuberances  we  have  already  endea- 

nibus  expetit :  Neque  vim  mcntibus  inferri,  voared  to  defend  in  our  Author,  nor  in  the 

fed  voluntates  ad  ftudium*  verw  religionis  ftfidlcft  fcnfe  is  this  concluding  one  without 

alJici  &  invitari  jubet,  propriety,     A  part  of  the  propofition  of 

It  is  faid,  in  the  preface  to  O  fori  us,  that  the  Poem  is  artfully  addrcffed  to  Kinj;  Se- 

Jiis  writings  were  highly  clleeracd  by  Queen  ballian,  and  he  is  now  called  upon  m  an 

Mary  of  England,  wife  of  Philip  ll.  What  addrefs,  which  is  an  artful  fecond  part  to 

a  pity  is  ir,  that  this  manly  indignation  of  the   former,    to   behold  and  preferve  thp 

^c  good  Biihop  againll  the  impiety  of  re»  glories  of  hi^  throne. 

Enough, 
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Enough,  my  Mufe,  thy  wearied: wing  ho  more 
Muft  to  the  feato£  Jove  triumphant 'ibar^:*   .  \.>i  '.  ) 

Chiird  by  n^nalion^&cold  vie^d6r>  :diy  fires       ^\  i 

Glow  bold  no  more,:  and^ all  thy  ragis  es^pires.        :  *    ' 

Yet  thou,  Sebaflian,  thou,  my. king,  attend; 
Behold  what  glories  on  thy  throne ^di^fcend!       '  :  \ 
Shall  haughty  Gaul  or  fterner  Albion  boaft 
That  all  the  Lufian  fame  in  Thee  is  loft ! 
Oh,  be  it  thine  thefe  glories  to  renew. 
And' John's  bold  path  and  Pedro's  courfe  "  puffue  : 
Snatch  from  the  tyrant  Nobje's  hand  the  fword. 
And  be  the  rights  of  human-kind  reftorcd. 
The  ftatefman  prelate,  to  his  vows  confine. 
Alone  aufpicious  at  the  holy  fhrine ; 
'The  prieft,  in  whofe  meek  heart  heaven  pours  its  fires. 
Alone  to  heaven,  not  earth's  vain  pomp,  afpires. 
Nor  let  the-Mufe,  great  King,  on  Tago's  fhore. 
In  dying  notes  the  barbarous  age  deplore. 
The  king  or  hero  to  the  Mufe  unjuft 
Sinks  as  the  namelefs  flave,  extind  in  duft. 
But  fuch  the  deeds  thy  radiant  morn  portends, 
Aw*d  by  thy  frown  ev'n  now  old  Atlas  bends 
His  hoary  head,  and  Ampeluza's  fields 
Expedt  thy  founding  fteeds  and  rattling  fhields. 

•  Jnd  Johns  bold  path  oftd  Pedro* s  courft  fur/u€.^''^'^]6ta!L  I.  and  Pcdro  the  Juft,  two  of 
the  greateil  of  the  Portuguefe  monarchs. 

Q^q  q  And 


r- 
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And  (hall  thofc  ^«fe  unfurtg,  unknown,  mfin  ! 
Oh^  would  thy  fmiles  rdldme  mj  fatRtut^  ito  I 
I,  then  infpired^  the  w^ndining  w6ffai  fiiooid  fcf 
Great  Amnion's  warlike  £oa  revived  ih  Thee  i 
Revived,  '  unenvious  of  the  Miifo's  flame 
That  o'er  the  world  refoUnds  Pelldoe'  tifime. 
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*  Revi'u^d,  arjrfiM^/o«/— «-Thos  imitated, 
or  rather  tranflated  into  Italian  ^  Giiaiint. 

Con  fi  Aiblime  ftiP  forfe  cantato 
Havrci  del  mio  Signor  rarmi  e  i'hpven> 
Ch*  or  non  havria  de  la  Meonia  tromba 
Da  invidiar  Achille.   .1    i» 

Similarity  of  condition »  ttre  have  already 
•bferved,  produced  iiAiilinty  of  fcoiiplMot 
and  fentiment  in  $penfer  and  'Camoens. 
Each  was  unworthily  neglected  by  the  Gothic 
grandees  of  his  age,  yet  b6th  £heir  names 
will  live,  when  the  remembraA<^c  of  th/e 
courtiers  who  fpumed  them  ihilljfhk  Bemaib 
tbiir  mcuntain  tombs.  Three  beautiful  ftan-^ 
xas  from  Phinehas  Fletcher  on  the  mein^rjr 
of  Spenfer,  may  alfq  ierve  as  an  epitaph 
fbrCamoei^s,  7h&QavUi0fdiyffe^leEH'whStiv 
was  the  lot  of  the  Portu^e(e  Bard,  but 
too  well  appropriates  to  hii^  ^  ^d<qgy  pf 
Spenff  r.  And  ^vtry  keader  of  taftc,  who 
has  {>erufed  the  Lufud,  will  ^yok  'of  the 
Cardinal  Henrico,  and  feel  the  indignation 
of  thefe  manly  lines. 


Witnefle  our  Colin  ^  ivkom  tho*  all  the  Graces 
AiktaUthf  KluTcsBarft:  %hoft  weflTtauaht  Aiqc 
-PaMuinu  fetr  and  Old^  f  eb^fin&. 
And  all  the  leam'd.  and  all  the  (hephenls  throQg  ; 
Tet  all  his  hopes  Woe  dicfll,  all  iiuU  4tai*d,s 
DiicouragM,  icom*d,  hb  wrHingt  vilifi'd : 
Poorly  (Door  Jiuui)  he  liV*d;  po^idy  (p«>r  tean^  he 


And  ha^  not  that  ^reat  hart  (whole  honourM  (  bead 
Ah  lies  fuU;low)  piti'd  thy  wofiil  pli^tj 
Thoie  hadifl  thcM  litn  un^^t,  taiufled, 
Unbleft,  nor  grac*d  with  amy  common  rite : 
Yet;  Ml  thou  live,  w^n  thir-Rrfat  foe  f  (hat  Ihk 
ifteneatl^nis  fnohntain'tdmbe,  wnofe  fame  ihall  iHnk  ; 
And  time  his  blacker  name  Ihall  blnrre  with  blackeft 
ink. 


'  O  fet  A*^kikbftr  Mtlffe  AWn^^^irVto^s 
Which  cannot  flumbcr  in  thy  flicets  of  lead; 
I^  Ihy  abufed  b^nouf  ari|i  as  km^  ; 
As  there  be  quills  to  write,  or  eyes  to  rcade  ; 
Oa  his  rank  name  let  thine  own  votes  be  tnr&'df 
Ok  nm  that  thM  that  hath  the  MttftpfOFm*^^ 
'AlivCi  Kcr  dtad^  be  ever  of  a  Muje  adorn  d. 


*  Colin  Cloat,  Spenlcr.  }  Glorian^  Elf^^hih-tJ 

f  Lord  Burleigh. 
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THE      END. 
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